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with the pen, too, expressed every
and yet never acknowledged
in any instance. Yet,

and, perhaps,
idea in the extract,
Mr. Locke as our tutor
strange as it may appear, we are perfectly inno-
cent of the crime. For, until a few days ago,
we had never seen or read one sentence in this
work. In preparing for the edition of the New
Testament, among other words lately received,
this of the justly celebrated Locke came into
our hands. It is the 3d edition, published in
London, 1733, nearly acentury ago. This great
layman, commentator, and philosopher, to whom
all the British empire and all America are in-
debted for his essays on Toleration, on the Hu-
man Understanding, and on other accounts, did,
in our judgment, and in that of the great Dr.
Pierce, and many others, make the best effort
towards understanding  the apostolic epistles ev-
er made since the great apostacy took place.
But he was a layman, else he should have been
better known and more universally read as a
commentator. His praise as a philosopher s
commensurate with the English tongue-and,

indeed, with modern Europe; but his character
as a biblical critic is not so well known, because
he had never been consecrated. We publish
this extract on account of its intrinsic  impor-
tance, and to show that some of those views
which are said to be peculiarly our own, were
entertained a hundred years ago, and concur in
showing the necessity of the translation of the
New Testament which we are about to pubiish.

ED. C. B.

Extract from the Preface to Locke's Paraphrase
and Notes on Four of Paul's Epistles.
THESE We may subjoin two external causes
that have made no small increase of the native
and original difficulties that keep us from an
easy and assured discovery of St. Paul's sense,
in many parts of his epistles, and those are-
"First. The dividing of them into chapters

and verses, as we have done; whereby they are
so chopped and minced, and, as they are printed,
stand so broken and divided, that not only the
common people take the wverses usually for dis-
tinct aphorisms, but even men of more advanced
knowledge, in reading them, lose very much of
the strength and force of the coherence, and the
light that depends onit. Our minds are so weak

"To

and narrow, that they have need of all the helps
and assistances that can be procured, to lay be-
fore them undisturbedly  the thread and coher-

by which alone they are
led into the genuine sense
the eye is constantly dis-
turbed with loose sentences, that, by their stand-
ing and separation, appcar as so many distinct
fragments, the mind will have much ado to take
in, and carryon in its memory, a uniform discourse
of dependent reasonings; especially having fi-om
the cradle been used to wrong impressions con-
cerning them, and constantly accustomed to hear
them quoted as distinct sentences, without any
limitation ~ or explication of their precise mean-
ing from the place they stand in, and the relation
they bear t-owhat goes before or follows. These
divisions also have given occasion to the reading
these epistles by parcels and in scraps, which
has farther confirmed the evil arising from such
partitions. And | douht not but everyone  will
confess it to be a very unlikely way to come to
the understanding  of any other letters, to read
them piecemeal, a bit Lochty, and another scrap
tomorrow, and so on by broken intervals; especi-
ally if the pause and cessation should be lllade
as the chapters the apostle's epistles arc divided

ence of any discourse;
truly improved, and
of the author.  'Vhen
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into, to end sometimes in the middle of a sen-
tence. It cannot therefore be wondered at, that
that should be permitted to be done to Holy
Writ, which would visibly disturb the sense and
hinder  the u,ld('rst~nding of any other book
whatever. . If Tully'S epistles were so piinted,
and so used, | ask whcthcr they would not be

much harder to be understood, less e-asy and lesB
pleasant to be read by much than now they are 1
"How plain soever this abuse is, and what
prejudice  soever it does to the understanding of
the sacred scripture, yet if a bible was printed
as it should be, and as the several parts of it
were writ, in continued  discourses  where the
argument is continued, | doubt not but the sev-
eral parties would complain of it as an innova-
tion and a dangerous change in the publishing
those holy books.  And, indeed, those who are
for maintaining  their opinions, and the systems
of parties by sound of words, with a neglect of
the true sense of scripture, would have reason to
make and foment the outcry. They would most
of them be immediately disarmed of their great
magazine  of artillery  wherewith they defend
themselves, and fall upon others. If the Holy
Scripture  were but laid before the eyes of chris-
tians in its due connexion and consistency, it
would not then be so easy to snatch out a few
words, as if they were separate from the rest, to
serve a purpose to which they do not at all be-
long, and with which they have nothing to do.
But as the matter now stands, he that has a mind
to it may, at a cheap rate, be a notable champion
for the truth; that is, for the doctrines of the
sect that chance or interest has cast him into.
He need but be furnished with verses of sacred
scripture, containing words and expressions that
are but flexible (as all general, obscure, and
doubtful ones are) and his system that has ap-
propriated them to the orthodoxy of his church,
makes them immediately strong and irrefragable
arguments  for his opinion. This is the benefit
of loose sentences and scripture crum bled into
verses, which quickly turn into independent
aphorisms. But if the quotation in the verse
produced were considered as a part of a continu-
ed, coherent discourse, and so its sense were
limited by the tenor of the context, most of these
forward and warm disputants would be quite
stripped of those which they doubt not now to
call spiri tual weapons; and they would have of-
ten nothing to say that would not shew their
weakncss  and manifestly  fly in their faces. |
crave leave to set down a saying of the learned
and judicious Mr. Selden :-' In interpreting the
scripture,’  says he, 'many do as if a man should
see one have ten pounds, which he reckoned by
I, 2, 3,4,5, 6789, 10, meaning 4 was but four
units, and 5 five units, &c. and that he had in all
but ten pounds. The other that sees him, takes
not the figures together, as he does, but picks
here and there; and thereupon  reports that he
had five pounds in one bag, and six pounds in
another bag, and nine pounds in another bag,
&c. when as, in truth, he has but ten pounds in
all.  So we pick out a text here and there to
make it serve our turn; whereas, if we take it
all together, and consider what went before and
what followed, we find it meant no such thing.' "

fl Restoration of thﬁl fincient Order of Things.
0.
On the Breaking of Bread.-No. V.
| bo not aim at prolixity, but at brevity, in dis-
cussing the various topics which are necessary to
be introduced into this work. We are not de-
sirous to shew how much may be said on this o~
~4.
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any other subject, but to shew how little is ne-
cessary to establish the truth, and to say much
in a few words. We shall not, then, dwell any

longer on the scriptural

breaking  of bread; but
who am startled at what
we shall adduce a few historical
dents. We lay no stress llpon what
than the traditions of the church, or upon the
testimony of those called the prirnitive fathers,
in settling any part of christian worship or chris-
tian obedience. Yet, when the scriptures are
explicit upon any topic which is lost sight of in

authority ~ for the weekly
for the sake of those
they call innovation,
facts and inci-
is no better

modern times, it is both gratifyinrr and useful to
know how the practice has been laid aside and
other customs been substituted in its room.-

There is, too, a corroborating influcnce in au-
thentic  history, which, while it does not author-
ize any thing as of divine authority, it confirms

the conviction of our duty in things divinely es-
tablished, by observing how they were observed
and how they were laid aside.

All antiquity concurs in evincing
three first centuries all the churches
once a weak. Pliny, in his Epistles, book 10th;
Justin - Martyr, in his Second Apology for the
Christians;  and Tertullian, De Ora. p. 135, tes-
tify that it was the universal practice in all the
weekly assemblies  of the brethren, after they
had prayed and sang praises-"  then bread and
wine being brought to the clllef brother, he takes
it and offers praise and thanksgiving to the Fa-

that for the
broke bread

ther, in the name of the Son and the Holy ::;pirit.
After prayer and thanksgiving the whole assem-
bly says, Amen. "Yhen thanksgiving is ended

and the consent of the whole

(as we call them) give to
everyone present part of the bread and wine,
over which thanks are given."

The weekly communion was preserved
Greek church till the seventh century;
one of their canons, "“such as neglected
weeks  together were excommunicated."-Ers-
kine'$ Dislertations, p. 271.

In the fourth century, when all things began
to be changed by baptized Pagans, the practice
began to decline. Some of the councils in the
western part of the Roman empire, by their can-
ons, strove to keep it up. The council held at
lliberis in Spain, A. D. 324, decreed that" no
offerings should be received from such as did not
receive the Lord's Supper."-CounciL I1Li.canon

by the chief guide,
people, the deacons

in the
and, by
three

at Antioch,
to church,
afterwards

A. D. 341, decreed
and heard the
joined not in

The council
that" all who came
scriptures  read, but
prayer, and receiving the sacrament, should be
cast out of the church till such time as they
gave public proof of their repentance."-Coun-
cil .lint. canon 2,

All these canons were unable to keep a carnal

crowd of professors in a practice for which they
had no spiritual taste; and, indeed, it was likely
to get out of use altogether. To prevent this,

the council
506, decreed
good christians

of Agatha, in Languedoc, A. D.
"that none should be esteemed
who did not comrnunicate at least
three times a y-r-at Christllla"s, Easter, and
Whitsunday." Coun . .llgatha, canon 18. This
soon became the standard of a good christian,
and it was judged presumptuous to commune
oftener.
Things
hundred years,
communications
Irduncil  of Lateran,
c<Infession and transubstantiation,

went on in this way for more than six
until they got tired of even lhree
in one year; and the infamous
w'hich  decreed  auricular
decreed that
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" communion  at Easter was suffi-
cient." This association  of the “sacrament"
with Easter, and the mechanical devotion of the
ignorant at this s8ason, greatly contributed to
the worship of the Host. Bingharn's Ori. B. 15.
c. 9. Thus the breaking of bread in simplicity
and godly sincerity once a week, degenerated
into a pompous sacrament once a year at Easter.

At the Reformation  this subject was but
slightly investigated by the reformers. Some of
them, however, paid some attention to it. Even
Calvin, in his Ins. lib. 4. chap. 17. 46. says:-
"And truly this custom, which enjoins commu-
nicating once a year, is a most evident contriv-
ancc of the Devil, by whose instrumentality
soever it may have been determined."

And ao‘ain, (Ins. lib. 6. chap. xviii. sec 46.) he
says:-"Olt  ought to have been far otherwise.
Every week, at least, the table of the Lord
should have been spread for christian assemblies,
and the promises declared, by which, in par-
taking of it, we might be spiritually fed."

Nartin  Chemnitz,  vVitsius, Calderwood, and
others of the reformers and controversialists,
concur with Calvin; and, indeed, almost every
commentator on the New Testament,  concurs
with the Presbyterian  Henry in these remarks
on Acts xx. 7. "In the primitive times it was
the custom of many churches to receive the
Lord's Supper every Lord's day."

The Belgic reformed church, in 1581, appoint-
ed the supper to be received every other month.
The reformed churches of France, after saying
that they had been too remiss in observing the
supper but four times a year, advise a greater
frequency. The church of Scotland began with
four sacraments in a year; but someo of her min-
isters got up to twelve times. Thus things stood
till the close of the last century.

an annual

Since the commencement  of the present cen-
tury, many congregations in England, Scotland,
Ireland, and some in the United States and Can-
ada, both Independents and Baptists, have at-
tended wupon the supper every Lord's day, and
the practice is every day gaining ground.

These historical notices may be of some use

to those who are ever and anon crying out Inno-
vation! Innovation! But we advocate the prin-
ciple and the practice on apostolic grounds alone.
Blesset! is that servant who, knowing his mas-
ter's will, does it with expedition and delight.
Those who would wish to see an able refuta-
tion of the Presbyterian mode of observing the
sacrament, and a defence of weekly comm union,
would do well to read Dr. John Mason's Letters
on frequent Communion, who is himself a high-
toned Presbyterian, and, consequently,  his re-

marks will be 1110reregarded by his brethren
than mine. EDITOR.
Paraphrase on Rorn. VIIl. 7-25.-By Request.

which the apostle has in de-
is that contained in the last
17. viz. "If we believing Jews
the bodily
the Lord, as
on his humi-

The proposition
sign to enforce,
claUS8 of verse
and Gentiles suffer, without apostacy,
afflictions incident to our obeying
he suffered the afflictions attendant

liation, we shall be glorified with him at the re-
surrection” of the just, at which time we shall
be fully revealed as the adopted sons of God."

For my part, says Panl, | do not esteem the
afflictions of our bodies in the present life as
worthy to be compared with the glory that shall
be exhibited in us at the resurrection of our bo-
dies from the grave. For such is the transcend-
ant glory to be revealed in us, that the earnest

25
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As men spoke before they wrote, and as intel-
ligence respecting L:cts is reported before it can
be written, the ear is the first medium through
which  test~ll10:1Y reaches the &jiirit of luan.
Conscqu:enlly  our conviction,  or as,urunce  of
things repoltcJ, com,nonly cellied fuillt, "comes
by hearing,"  or by the car. Through this win-
dow of the ear the spirit of man sees inC(HlpUra-

bly more oiJjects and ,:c'luires ir;calcubLJly I1lUre
information  than bv the other four windows or
avenues of information.

is a sort of hearing by

Reading what is written
be

the eye. If the assurance of thiilgS unseen
acquired from reading, it derogates nothing from
the rational and biblical truth, that" faith comes
by hearing;" for writing is a suhstitute  for
speaking, and reading is but a substitute for
hearing. I would not s!-'end time in illustrating
a matter so plain, were it not, that some of the
priests, in order to enhance their services, have
boasted that faith comes by hearing, and not by
reading. By hearing litem too, rather than by
reading Paul-!.J«

But as the eye of man would be of no use to
him if there was no sun or no light, so the facul-
ty or power of beiieving testimuny would be of
no consequence if there was no testimony to be
believed. And althotgh he lllay have testimony
concerning  things present and visiblr, which is
of much importance in the present life; yet, if
the exercise and use of this faculty is to be con-
fined to human testimony respecting present ob-
jects, still he is completely in the dar\; as respects
the unseen and future world, and but little elevat-
ed above a bne, a beaver, or an elephant. Now
of the wunseen and future world he can have no
human testimony, properly so called; for no man
has returned from the unseen worid and testified
any thing about it; and if we h:IVe no testimony
from God concerning  the unseen and future
state, the faculty of believing is of no more con-
sequence than the seuse of seeing, as regards the
worid of spiri ts.

And if, upon the hypothesis of the truth of
"natural  theology,” a man could arrive at the
knowledge of tllO being, and of SOilie of the
perfections of God, yet still every thing con-
cerning his will, and the future destinies of man,
is unknown and unknowable. But the Bible is
to man the sun and light of the 1VOrld of spirits,
or of the unseen and future state. The testi-
mony of God is addressed to, ailLllitted for, this
faculty of believing, with which he hgs endowed
man, and of which he cannot be divested so long
as he is ration'll, except by his own dcpravity-
as by an abanduned course a man may destroy,
or sear his own conscience until it is past feeiing,
so he may abuse his faculty of bclieving, so far
as to believe a lie and reject the truth.

But in making a Bible, the author of it has
indirectly giveu us some of the best lessons in
the world upon this fandt)' of believing. By
attaching to it, and stamping upon it, and work-
ing into it certain evidences of its origin, he has
taught us what a being like man rcynircs, in
order to giving full credence to testimony, hu-
man or divine. In adapting tbhis book to fallen
men, he has shown us what this faculty of be-
lieving now is, and not what it once was. And
he has given so much of this sort of evidence as

to render every man inexcusable who continues
in unbelief.

To conclude this item, we would add, that by
our reasoning faculties we are to try and deter-

«." God (says the Catechism of this meridian) maketh
tlJe reading, hut especially the preallbUli of Ibi worll, IID
"~ual melina of salvatioD,"

2B
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the book called the Bible came
or from men; and having deter-

mine whether
from heaven

mined that God is its author, we are then to
receive its instructions ar;d implicitly to follow
them. It is, tlen, in the second place, the in-
aliena ble right of all laymen to examine the
s:lcred writings for themselves, and to exercise

this faculty with which God has endowed them,

and not to believe what the church believes, nor
how the church believes, because the church
believes it; but to judge and act for, and from
themselves. A BEREAN.

of the .ll.ncient Order of ThiTJ,gs.

No. X.
The Fellowship.

H KOINQN"IA, koinonia, translated
contribution,

.11.Resloration

fellowship,
and

communion,  communication,
distribution,  occurs frequently in the apostolic
writings.  King James' translators have ren.dered

A few speclmens

this word by all those terms.
by them fellow-

shall he given. It is translated
ship, .ll.clsii. 4'2. "They continued steadfastly
in the fellowship." 1Crr.i. 9. "The fellowship
of his Son, Jesus Christ." 2 Cor. vi. 14. "What
fellowship has light with darkness." Gal. ii. 9.
" The righ t hand of fellowship." Philip. iii. to.
"The  fellowship of his sufferings.” 1 John
i. 3. "Fellowship  with the Father." 2 Cor.
viii. 4. "The  fellowship of the ministering to
the saints."
They have it by the
communion
of his b5)dy."
of the Holy

sometimes  translated
word communion, 1 Cor. x. 16. "The
of his blood.-"  The communion

2 Cor. xiii. 14. "The  communion
Spirit."

They have also used the term communicate or
cO:llmnnication, Heb. xiii. 16. "To communi-
cate,” or" Of the communication be not forget-
fu!, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased."
in other

Where it evidently means alms giving
places, thev have chosen the term distribution,
2 Cor. ix. 1J. "For your liberal distribution to
them, and to all."

They have also selectpd the term contribution
as an appropriate translation, Rom. xv. 26. "F?r
it has pleased them of Macedonra and Achala.
to make a certain contribution for the poor saints
at Jerusalem.”

It is most evident,
that the term KOINCNIA
tion in giving or receivinQ';
depends on the selection
any particular  passage,
to the meaning of that passage.
"The  ricrht hand of contribution”
very tlnc~uth and unintelligible phrase. "The
contribution  of the Holy Spirit,” would not be
" much better." Again, had they used the word
contribution  when the sense required it, it would
have greatl v aided the English reader. For
example-.Il.cts  ii. 4'2. "They  continued stead-
fastly in the apostles' doctrine, in the breaking
of bread, in the contribution, and in prayers,” is
quite as appropria te and intelJigi ble, and there is
no reason which would justify their rendering
Rom. xv. 26 as they have done, that would not
equally justify their havincr rendered .11l.clsii. 42.
as we have done. In ROM. xv. the context
obliged them to selel"t the word contribution, and
this is the reason why they should have chosen
the same term in .Il.clsii. 42. The term fellow-
ship is too vague in this passage, and, indeed,
altogether  improper:  for the Jerusalem congre.
gation had fellowship in breaking bread, and in
prayers, as well as in contributing; and as th~
historian COAtrlldistinguishes the koirwniQ:., {or

14 39

from the above specimen!!,
imports a joint participa-
and that a great deal
of an English term, in
to give a particular turn
For instance,
would be a
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"fellowship,"
breaking  bread,
mean either communion
tinct part of the christian
social worship.

Thompson has chosen the word community.
This, though better than the term fellowship, s
too vague, and does not coincide with thc con-
text, for the community of goods which existed
in this congregation is afterwards mcntioned by
the histo,ian apart from what he has tuld us in
the 42d verse-There can be no objection made
to the term con:ribution, eithcr as an appropriate
meaning  of the term KkoIN~~NIA, Or as being suita-
ble in this passage, which would require an elabo-
rate refutation, and we shall, therefure, unhesita-
tingly adopt it as though Kking James' translators
had given it here as they have elsewhere.

As christians, in their individual and social
capacity, are frequently exhorted by the apostles
to contribute  to the wants of the poor, to dis-
tribute  to the necessities of the saints: as the
-congregation  at Jerusalem continued steadfastly
in this institution; and as other congregations
elsewhere were commended for these accepta ble
sacrifices, it is easy to see and feel that it is
incumbent  on all christians as they have ability,
and as circumstances require, to fullow thcir
example in this benevolent institution of him
who became poor that the poor might be made
rich by him.

That every christian congregation  should ful-
low the examples of those which were set in or-
der I1qg the apostles, is, | trust, a proposition
whicb few of those who love the founder of the
christian institution,  will question.  And that the
apostles did give orders to the congregations in
Galatia and to the Corinthians to make a weekly
contribution ~ for the poor saints, is a matter that
cannot be disputed, see 1 Cor. xvi. 1. That the
christian  congregations  did then keep a treasury
fur those contributions, is, | conceiv<', evident
from the original of | Cot. xvi. 1, which Mac-
knight correctly renders in the following words:
-"On the first day of every week let each of
you lay somewhat by itself, according as he may
have prospered, putting it into the treasury, that
when | c'ome there may be then no collections.”

Some who profess to follow the institutions of
Jesus Christ, as found in the New Testament,
do not feel it incum bent on them to mak c a
weekly  contribution ~ for the poor, and urge in
their justification, among other excuses, the two
following:  1st. "In these united ~tates we have
no poor;" and, in the second place’, " [t was on-
ly to some churches, and with reference to some
exio-encies, that those Injunctlons were pubhsh-
ed.~' The Saviour said, "The poor you have
always with you;" but it seems we have lived
to see the day when this is not true, in the bou nds
of the New'W orld. "But" says another, "the
poor clergy exact from us all we can contribute,
and all the cents which our mourning bags every

as they have it) from prayer and
it is evident he did not simply
or fellowship as a dis-
practice or of their

week collect, are los, in this vast abyss! 1""—
"Two wrongs will not make onc right!"
That some churches, on some particularocca-

sions, were peculiarly
every week for one dcfinite object,
true, and that similar contingencies may require
similar exertions now as formerly, isequally true.
But still this does not say that it is only oi1 such

called upon to contribute
is no doubt

occasions that the charities of christians must be
kept awake, and that they may slumber at all
other times.  Nor uoes it prove that it is no part

of the christjan religion to make constant pro-
vision for the poor. 'l his would be to contradict
the letter and spirit of-almost all the Now Tcs-
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in truth, God never did institute
t}fat did not look with the
the poor-which did not
acts of human-

tament.
a religion on earth
kindest aspect towards
em brace, as its best good works,
ity anu eompa~sion: In the da:: of judgment, the
wor:l.s particularized  as of highest emir:nce, and
most conspicuOL:s virtue, are not, You have built
11Jtuing-houses-you have founded colleges, and
pndowed profcssorshi ps-you  have educated poor

For,

pious youths, and made them priests-you gavo
your parsons goou livings; but, You visited the
sick, you waited on the prisoner, you fed the
hllno-rl", you clothed the naked christian.
B~t"some excuse themselves by shewing their
zeal for sound doctnne. "We," say they,", "do

not build cclleo-es nor give fat livings to prlests.”

No, indeed, y~u neither contribute to rich nor
poor; you do not give to things sacred, or pro-
fane; you eomm unieate not to the things of God,
nor the things of men. You keep all to your-
selves.  Your dear wives and children engross
all your charities. Yes, indeed, .you are sound
in faith, and orthodox in opinion. But your
good works are not registered in the book of
God's remembrance, anu there will be none of

them read in the day of rewards.

But this is not my design. The contribution,
the weekly contrihution-the distribution  to the
poor saints, we contend is a part of the religion
of Jesus Christ. Do not be startled at thlS use
of the term religion. vVe have the authority of
an apostle for it. James says, "Pure and unde-
filed religion in tlle presence of God, even the
Father, is this-viz.  to visit (and relieve) the or-
phans and widows in their afHictions, and to
keep unspotted by the vices of the world."-
There is a sauijice with which God is well plea&-
ed, even now, whecn yictillls bleed no more.-
James has told it here, and Paul reminded the
Hebrew christians of it. ~ And when anyone
undertakes  to show that our present circum-
slances forbiu our attending to a weekly contri-
bution for the poor, whether in the congregation
or out of it, we shall undertake to show that
either we ourselves are proper objects of chris-
tian charity, or we are placed in circumstances
which deprive us of that reward mentioned in

MR'tthew ~xv. Anu if there is need for privaté
and individual acls of charity, there is more
need fur a systematic and social preparation for,

and exhibition of, congregational contributions.
But let it bc remembered, that it is always "ac-
cepted according to what a man has, and not ac-
cording to what he has nOL"

I shall close these remarks with an extract
from one of the best fragments of antiq uity yet
extant, whi.:h was first published when christians
were under the persecutions of Pagan Rome.
It is from an apology of one of the first bishops,
which  being addressed to a Roman emperor,
shows the order of the christian church before it

was greatly corrupted. It is equally interesting
as respects the weckly breaking of bread and
the weekly contribution. Justin Martyr's  Sec-
ond Apology, page 96-"On  Sunday all christians

in the eity or country meet together, because this

is the day of our Lord's resurrection, and then
we read the writings of the prophets and apos-
tles.  This being done, the president makes an
oration to the assembly, to exhort them to imi-
tate, and do the things they heard.  Then we
all join in prayer, and after that we celebrate
the Supper. Then they that are able and wil-

ling give what they think fit; and what is thull

collected is laid up in the hands of the president,
who distributes it to orphans and widows, and
other christians as their wants lequire."
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Would to Heaven that all
in these United States approximated
the ancient order of things, as uiu those in be-
half 1 whom Justin  Martyr addressed the Ro-
man emperor, not more than fifty years after the
death of John the apostle! EDITOR.

the congreO"ations
a~n~arly to

Communication.

Bishop .fl. Campbell-

DEAR Sm,-Lv reading your" Christian
tist" of October last, on "Christian Union, No.
.3, my attention was particularly  arrcsteu and
drawn to a few statempnts on the uoctrine of
the"  Son of God." The author, after having
given us the history of the dispute between Al-
exander and Arius, and the unhappy result of
that dispute, proceeds to state one of the most
uncharitable sentiments | ever saw or hearu.
This appears to me the more stra nge, as p:'o-
ceeding from the pen of one professing such lib-
beral principles, and so ably auvocatir.g the
doctrine  of christian union. | am heanily sorry
that this, and a few other remarks of the writer,
ever found a place in your pagl's. The sellti-
ments to which | allude arc as follows:-

"It is impossible for those who entertain a re-
verential regard for the Great God, not to be
struck with the prl'sumption of sinful, ignorant,
erring mortals, who wouiu dare to invcligltc a
subject of such awful import as the modus of
the divine existence, and who woulu presume to
go farther in the discovcry of God, than he has
revealed himself." Have not the presbyterians
-have not the regular baptists-have not most
(f the different  sects-have they not" uared to
investigatc  the malus of the divine existence?"
Have they not" presumed to go further into the
discovery of Gou than he hus revealed himselP"
Most certainly it is acknowledgcu. For they
assert in their creeds, that "God exists in three
persons, the Father, t:)on, and Holy Ghust; that
the Father is of none, neither begotten nor pro-
ceeding; the Slin is etema Ilv begutten of tho
Father, and the Holy Gho~t eternally proceeuing
from the Father anu the Son."  This is not merL-
ly an attempt to investigate, but to explain the
modus of uivine existence. This is cenainlv
going further into" the discovery of God, than he
has revealed himself." Hut for this must they
all be considered as having no reverential regard
for God? If they hau, they would not durc-
they woulu not preslime to do it! J\ay, more;
they would be struck to sce another dare or pre-

Bap-

sume to do it. The attempt to im'estigate  the
modus of di\-ine existence, and to go beyond re-
velation, | cordially disapprobate; but feel un-
willing to proscribe all who have dared it. Your
writer tells us, that" in the westcrn sLltes a very
unprofitable  contruversy bas cxisted on this sub-
ject. If men could be contont with thc scripturc
statements  of the nature and ehoraclL'r of Christ,
and could reali:lc thc filct that he was worship-

ped as God by inspireu apustles anu christians,

for which they sltfereu death, and which was,
indeed, the first cause of their persecution, it
would end all controversy, and we should soon
see a union of sentiinent. vVithout the agree-
ment that Christ is really an object of wurship,
be chris-

anu is of course divine, t[lere can ncver
tian union between them."
And is this, sir, thc end of all yom labors to

creds anu eonf,-ssions, anu
unerring  b:tse of

destroy authoritiltive
unite christians on the broau,

the bible? Must we adopt this writer's creed,
an authoritative  creed too? for, without it," there
can never be chri~tiall union?" Permit me) sir,
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a view of this creed, and make a felv
on it"

1. Men must be content with the scripture
statements  of the nature and character of Christ.

2. They must realize the fact that he was wor~
shipped as God by inspired apostles and christians.

3. That the apostles anu christians for wor~
shipping Christ as God, suffered death.

4. That their worshipping him as God was
the first cause of their persecution.

to take
strictures

5. That believing these things would end all
controversy, and prod uce union of sentiment.
6. That, without the agreement that Christ is

really an object of worship, anu is of course di-
vinp, there can never be christian union.

JAlrticle 1. Men must be content with the scrip-
tural statements of the nature and character of
Christ.

'Yith this | agree; but your writer
following articles, fixed the doctrine of his nature
and character, 0S being God and divine; and
this in the supreme sense; for, on the same page,

has, in the

he says, "the worship of Christ always supposes
and includes his godhead, in which the eternal,
original, and essential dignity of his person eon~
sists.” He also informs us on the same page,
that this divine person, this person of eternal, ori-
ginal, and essential dignity, called the Logos,

was made flesh, or conceived in the Virgin Mary,
and therefnre called the Son of God, by which
naille he was never called, till born uf Mary.
Now, sir, who can subscribe this article? Uni-
tarians of every class reject it. Trinitarians

will never receive it, for they never will admit
the soul revolting, the heart chilling idea of the
God supreme being conceived and born of a

woman.  Can men, thinking men, with the bible
in their hands, be content with your wtiter's
statement of "the nature and character of
Christ~" Impossible! "It is presuming to go
further in the discovery of God than he has re-

v-ealcd  himsclf."

~qgrt. 2. They must
(Christ) was worshipped
tles and christians.

realize the fact that he
as God by inspired apos-

Th is, though stated as a fact, we think, needs
proof; and until this can be brought from the
bible, we humbly deny it as a fact. We admit

that he was worshipped by inspired apostles and
christians, not as the only true God, but as the
Son of the only true and living God.-Him, who
was obedient to the death of the cross, has God
highly exalted, anu given a name above every
name, that el'ery knee should bow, of things in
heaven, in earth, and under the earth, and every
tongue confe,s him Lord, to the glory of God the
Father. Phil. ii. 6. Here is an object of wor-
sbip, and one, too, worshipped not only by in-
~:pir("(l apostles and christians, hut alsu by all in
heaven. Can any une believe that this was the
only true anu livir,g God? | think not. Again,
in He:. i. 5. 6. To him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own bloou, and
has made wus kings and priests to God, and
his Father, to him be glury and dominion forever
alld ever.  Amen. Here Christ is evidently an
object of worship; anu it is equally evident that
this object is not the only true God. Again,
Rev. v. 9. And they sang a new song, saying,
You are worthy to take the book and loose the
seals thereof; fllr you were slain and have redeem-
eu liSto God by your bluou, out of every kindred,

and tongue, and nation; and have made us to
our God kings and priests. v. 12. Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor,

and glory, and blessing. v. 12. Blessing, glory,
41



