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Ben R. Biddy photo

Irven Pope (center) purchases the first copy of Quest for a Christian America, by David Edwin
Harrell, Jr. Making the sale is Sherman Hanson (right) of the Christian Board of Publication.
Willis R. Jones, DCHS president, looks on. The book was released to the public during the first
assembly of the Tennessee Association of Christian Churches at Oak Ridge in late April. Orders
for the book at $5.95 each are now being received at the Society.

Materials belonging to the late Jesse M. Bader have been given to the Society by
Mrs. Jesse M. Bader of New York City. Included are manuscripts, mementos,
personal correspondence, photos and scrapbooks. Especially well covered are the
evangelistic aspects of Dr. Bader's activities.
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Historic and informative materials are coming to DCHS at an unprecedented pace. Note stories
on pages 38 through 46.
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DCHS, A Modern Instance
of The Parable of the Talents

By WILLIS R. JONES
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editorial ...

On June 30 of each year, when I review
the report of the Society's activities for
the preceding twelve months, I conclude
anew that the Disciples of Christ Historical
Society is a modern instance of the Parable
of the Talents.

This year the comparisons were even
more dramatic for we are observing our
twenty-fifth anniversary and we are remem-
bering the developments of this institution
across this brief expanse of time, to wit:

On June 30, 1941 the Society had no
home of its own, no materials of its
own, no staff members on its payroll,
and a budget of about $25.00 which
came from memberships which sold for
$1.00 each, and which had attracted
no more than twenty-five persons.

On June 30, 1966, the Society had the
finest building of its kind in American
Protestantism, one of the most notable
collections of religious Americana
extant, an employed family of thirteen
members (six part-time), a budget of
$75,000, supported by the brotherhood
as a whole through Unified Promotion
(two thirds), by gifts (individual,
foundation, etc.), and by a membership
of 840, ranging in cost from $2.50 for
student memberships to $1000 for Life
Patron memberships.

The Society is a thrilling story of persons
working and giving in faith and in unity
of purpose. If quring the course of any
year, our ,urgent needs and our unfulfilled
dreams loom so large as to depress our spirit,
as indeed they 'do, we know even then that
we can always focus our attention on the
gains and not on the failures and thereby
secure a sense of immediate optimism and
of renewed hope.

The year which ended on June 30 illus-
trates the point. There were times within the
year when it depressed us deeply to see
all of the needs which we could not fulfill
because there were no funds to pay for the
necessary staff-vast accumulations of old,
unprocessed materials, an increasing brother-
hood dependence on DCHS services at a
pace far outweighing its increase in staff.

However, even as we were experiencing
these painful frustrations, the Society was
having the greatest year in its history. More
materials were received than in any previous
year, and they were no less distinguished
for their quality than for their quantity.
More materials were processed than in any
previous year, and for the first time in our
history the Society was completely up to
date in the handling of its local church
bulletins and newsletters.

(continued on page 50)
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