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state that for more than a year I have
been fully convinced that destructive
criticism was being taught at The Col-
lege of the Bible. (Signed) Hall L.
Calhoun."7

With the willing help of The Chris-
tian Standard, Dean Calhoun and a
tiny cadre of students took on the whole
administration and faculty. The issue
was academic freedom.

So it came about that the Board of
Trustees of the seminary gathered for a
meeting which lasted from May I until
May 9, 1917. Here is Bower's account of
the first session:

"There was a long table in the center.
On one side sat ... Mark Collis, pastor
of Broadway Christian Church and
president of the Board. On the opposite
side sat the accuser, Dean Calhoun, and
an attorney with a large bag of law
books. Seated at the end was a stenog-
rapher. Seated along the south wall
were the accused and around the other
walls were the Trustees. "8

Bower saw that the stage was set for a
court trial, with "presiding judge, jury,
prosecuting attorney and counsel,
stenographer, and the accused."9 He
saw a heresy trial among Disciples as a
contradiction in terms.

"I instantly arose to call attention to
the configuration of the room," he
wrote, "and the fact that we were head-
ing straight for a trial ... and I said, 'I
here and now take my stand as a Disci-
ple. If my services are in the judgment
of the Board not satisfactory, or to the
best interests of the college, I recognize
the right of the Board to dismiss me as a
professor. But as a Disciple I refuse to
be tried for heresy.' "10

Nine days later the investigation
ended, Calhoun defeated, the accused
vindicated. The victory for academic
freedom, however, came at fearful cost.
Much financial support was alienated,
scores of prospective students were
frightened off, and the seminary faced
an uphill battle to regain public favor.

Bower was a member of the faculty at
Lexington until 1926, a period of four-
teen years, the last five as dean. Mean-
time, he attained national reputation
and received an invitation to join the
faculty of the Divinity School of the
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University of Chicago, which he did in
the fall of 1926.

In the last years it was touch and go
for The College of the Bible and Tran-
sylvania College. In an effort to save
both schools, Bower consulted with col-
leagues in Chicago and New York, and
devised a joint curriculum which
shrank the seminary program to a one-
year Master of Arts in Religion, and
made the seminary responsible for all
undergraduate courses of religion at
Transylvania.

When the plan was announced in the
spring of 1926 there was an explosion.
Bower escaped to the relative tranquil-
ity of Chicago. His plan perished after
one year, and a process of disentangle-
ment began eventuating in Lexington
Theological Seminary as we now know
it. Bower later regreted the authorship
of the plan, but never turned away from
the glory of his shining hour in the so-
called "Heresy Trial" of 1917 when, in
his own words, "the struggle for aca-
demic freedom was fought and won,
not only for Transylvania and The Col-
lege of the Bible, but [also] for all
Disciple colleges. "II

IV. At the University of Chicago,
1926-1943

When Bower went to Chicago in 1926
to teach in the department of Practical
Theology, he was now colleague to two
of his former professors at Butler, W. E.
Garrison and Edward Scribner Ames.
He had by this time published his first
three books, A Survey oj Religious
Education in the Local Church. Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 1919; The
Educational Task oj the Local Church.
Front Rank Press, 1921; and The Cur-
riculum oj Religious Education.
Scribners, 1925. He had been a member
of the International Lesson Committee
since 1922. He was secretary of the
committee which early undertook a re-
study of policy and future procedures,

7 Dwight E. Stevenson, Lexington Theological
Seminary 1865-1965: The College of the Bible Cen-
tury (Bethany Press, 1964) p. 168-174.

8 Bower, Through the Years, p. 40.
9 Ibid.
10 Ibid. pp. 40-41.
11 Ibid. p. 46.



resulting in an entirely new curricu-
lum, known as The New International
Curriculum of Religious Education.
Bower was chairman of the committee
which shaped the final product.

Upon his retirement from the Uni-
versity of Chicago, Bower was a
member of the Education Commission
of the Executive Committee of the
International Council of Religious
Education. And in 1943 he was asked to
write the history of the Council, with
Percy R. Hayward as co-author. The
book was Protestantism Faces Its Edu-
cational Task Together.

Under the deanship of Ernest C.
Colwell, Bower often served in his
absence as acting dean. In time Colwell
became president of the University, and
at Bower's retirement he made the
honorary gesture of giving Bower his
"dean's chair," with the privilege of
using it as such the rest of his life.
Bower brought it back to Lexington
with him and proudly installed it in
his study.

Bower's philosophy of Religious
Education was "experience centered."
He elaborated it in his book, Curricu-
lum of Religious Education in 1925. He
contended that religious education is
concerned primarily "not with the
transmission of knowledge about the
Bible or the Christian tradition, but
with the growth of persons into Christ-
like personalities in social relations."12
The content of the field consists of the
experience of "growing persons
responding in Christian ways to real-
life situations." The Bible? Along with
other forms of the Christian tradition,
it is a "resource" to help growing per-
sons interpret their experiences, "to
judge possible outcomes, to make
choices and commitments; and to carry
these commitments through beyond
verbalization to action. "13

Careful to avoid too strong a reaction
to tradition-centered education, he was
quick to add, "I have never been in
sympathy with the so-called 'child-cen-
tered school' or with an education
based solely or primarily upon the
immature interests of children and
young people. . . . Education, as I
believe, is also fundamentally con-

cerned with the ongoing culture ....
Education is thus bi-polar: the growing
culture, on the one hand, the growing
child on the other."14

"In recent years," he sadly adds,
"there has been a noticeable regression
toward ... [a] renewed interest in tradi-
tion and its imposition of a theology
deeply tinged with Neo-orthodoxy
upon the learning proces."15

V. Retirement, 1943-1982
Although the Bower's had been away

from Lexington for seventeen years,
they had kept their former home at 658
North Broadway. To this they now
returned in the fall of 1943. This return
w.as to an active retirement of thirty-
mne years.

That his retirement was not to be
without challenge was symbolically
signaled, perhaps, by the fact that a
corpse of a murdered man was found on
their back lawn the very first week!
They had just moved from Chicago, the
supposed crime-capital of America.

Scarcely had they settled when Bower
was asked to undertake an experiment
in introducing the study of religion
into the University of Kentucky. He
devised and taught a topical major,
"Religion as a Phase of Culture," built
around courses which he offered on
Religion and Culture in the Depart-
ment of Sociology. This grew into the
Kentucky Program of Moral and Spir-
itual Values, and to the publication of a
book, Moral and Spiritual Values in
Education, published by the University
of Kentucky Press in 1952.

He wrote the book in response to a
request from the Press and with an
agreed-to length of so many words.
When he submitted the manuscript, the
director of the Press found it too long
and assigned a copy editor to rewrite it,
condensing it to a desired number of
pages. Nothing if not meticulous,
Bower immediately insisted on a word-

12 Ibid. p. 83.
" Ibid. Note: His teaching methods were consistent

with this philosophy. He shaped and conducted
his courses democratically. calling this "coopera-
tive investigation." p. 54.

14 Ibid. pp. 83-84.
15 Ibid. p. 84.
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