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shall have the right to appoint one member, for each annual contri-
bution, and for every fifty dollars contributed by it, it shall be enti-
tled to another member, and all persons heretofore constituted life
Wéemsbers, or life directors, shall continue in the enjoyment of their

ART. IV.-Each  contributor of twenty-five dollars shall be a life.
H?%Q%rr’ and each contributor of one hundred dollars shall be a life

ART.V.-All the officers of the Society shall be ex officio mem-
bers of the Society, during their continuance in office.

ARTVI.-A  Board, consisting of a President, nine Vice Presi-
dents, Corresponding and Recording Secretaries, and Treasurer, to-
gether with twenty-five Managers, shall be appointed annually, to
conduct the business of the Society. The President, two Vice
Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurer, and sixteen of the Managers,
shall reside in Oincinnati, or its vicinity. The members of the
Board shall continue in office until suspended by a new election,
ﬁﬂ%bggall have power to fill such vacancies as may occur in their

ART.VIL-The Board of Managers, and their officers, shall meet
monthly, or oftener if necessary, at such time and place as they shall
adjourn to; Seven of whom shall be a quorum.

ART.VIIL-The Board of Managers shall have power to appoint
such persons as may have rendered essential services to the Society,
members for life or’life directors.

ART.IX.-At  the meetings of the Society and of the Board of
Managers, the Presidjnt, or in his absence, the Vice President first
upon the list, then present, and in the absence of all the Vice Presi-
dents, the Treasurer, and in his absence, such member as shall be
chosen for that purpose, shall preside.

AR'r. X.-The  annual meetings of the Society shall be held in
Cincinnati, on the Tuesday after the third Lord's day in October, in
each year, or at any other time at the option of the Society; when
the accounts of the Treasurer shall be presented, and a President,
Vice Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurer, and such other officers as
they may deem necessary, together with a Board of Managers, shall
be ‘chosen for the ensuing year.

ART.XL-The President shall, at the written request of sixmem-
bel's of the Board, call a special meeting of the Board of Managers,
causing at least three day's notice of such meeting to be given.

ART. XIl.-'I'ne  whole of the minutes of every meeting shall be
signed by the Ohairman and Secretary.

ART. XIIL-No alteration shall be made in this Constitution, ex-
cept by a vote of two-thirds of the members of the Society present
at an annual meeting, nor unless the same shall have been proposed
Rhaga&rr%vious annual meeting, or recommended by the Board of



MINUTES

OF THE

American Christian Missionary Societyp.

' CORRESPONDING SECRETARY’S REPORT.

Cincrnnarr, October 20th, 1852.

Beloved Brethren :—Another year’s labor has closed. To-day
we open a new campaign against the powers of darkness and of
death. The occasion furnishes an interesting point from which to
contemplate the past and the future.

During the past year, our mission in Jerusalem and the Holy
Land has flourished as well as could be expected. On many ac-
counts, the field is one of the most barren on our planet, and
nothing short of the most energetic and protracted, as well as ex-
pensive effort, can effect anything worth recording. All this was
foreseen by those familiar with the subject. Our expectations were
expressed by a very low figure ; for other missions had fared badly
there, and among Jews and Musselmen generally. The following
picture of unrequited labor, taken from ¢ The Historical Sketch of
the Presbyterian Mission in Damascus,” published in 1851, and
from other sources, demonstrates the impracticable character of these
races, and the difficulty of their conversion.

It was resolved, in July, 1841, by the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, ¢ to establish a mission to the seed
of Abraham.” They commenced the mission in Damascus in 1843,
with strong forces.

Previous to that time, Damascus had been sometimes visited, but
never permanently occupied, by Protestant missionaries. In 1824,
it was included in a missionary tour by Messrs. Kink, Fish, and
Cook. Ten years afterward, it was visited by the Rev. Eli Smith
and Dr. Dodge. In 1837, Mr. Holmes, now of Constantinople, who
came to Syria to devote a year to the study of Arabic, spent a few
months in the city. During his stay, he had a few boys under his
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instruction, and he is ‘still gratefully mentioned by some of the
natives. Damascus was again visited in May, 1841, by the Rev:
Mr. Wolcott. = All these persons were agents of the American
Board of Commissioners for foreign missions. Several persons from
the London Jewish Society, and perhaps also from oth:er societies;
have made passing visits ; but io permanent® occupation was at-
tempted by any of them, nor were any abiding results produced.

The report embraces a period of eight years, and in different
parts of it we have such statements as these :

¢ Soon after Doeb’s affair, Yusef Shatela, a member of the Greek
Church, applied to be received as a Protestant. Applications of
like nature have indeed often been made, but generally by ignorant
persons, sometimes by immoral persons, and always for some object
which they scarcely ever attempted to conceal.”

To this add :

““Sometimes Jews and sometimes Christians, came seeking to join
us ; but they went away as soon as they learned that they could not
gain the particular worldly object they had in view.”

All this demonstrates that Brother Barclay has not fallen upon
the worst population of the East. His success has also been greatér
than usual among the sons of Shem. Not to mention the first six
years of fruitless labor by Judson, with similar cases in the South
Sea, and those alluded to by Brother Barclay himself, this Presby-
terian report of the Damascus mission, thus discourses of the first
success, after more than seven years’ labor among the native Da-
mascenes. :

“ At the afternoon service on the 9th of January, 1851, held in
the house of Meshakah, for the occasion, Mr. Robson baptized Ibra-
him, son of Mikhati Meshakah, born on the 29th of November pre-

ceeding. This was the first administration of a sacrament to a
native.”

There were but few other conversions of Greeks, ete. An infant
of six weeks is the first fruits of Damascus, where they had been
regular Hebrew and Arabic service for many years.

We have veason, then, to be much encouraged with the first
year’s effort to plant the standard of the cross in the land where it
was originally used to torture our Lord, and to crucify his cause.

Instead of this meager show, Brother Barclay, up to the last
dates, had gathered a church of about twenty Christian Disciples,
inless than two years, including his own family.  These persons are
generally of the more stable and reflective cast of character, in a
society where interest seems generally to rule rather than principle.
Among these may be mentioned, three Poles, who, though merely
visiting Jerusalem, received the Gospel at the hands of our mission-
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ary. They, as Romanist pilgrims to the Holy City, and inquirers
after truth, exhibited a rare instance of sincere devotion to principle,
in their conversion to a cause which had none of the usual incen-
tives held out in Jerusalem by the officials of wealthy and powerful
organizations. I will give Brother Barclay’s account of the matter,
in his own words ;

“ JERUSALEM, Jan. 30th, 1852,

“ My dear Brother Burnet :—Providence permitting, this will
either be handed to you in person by Capt. Tabaczynski and son, or
else mailed for you in New York. Inthe former event, it will serve
the purpose of an introductory note ; and in the latter, you must
regard it as a mere familiar epistle. Should they conclude to stop
at Cincinnati on their way to Iowa, you will find them accomplished
gentlemen, of polished manners, and what will interest you. far
more, Christians of the primitive stamp.

“The captain and his son were brought to serious reflection by
the unfortunate issue of the Hungarian struggle; and they came to
the resolution, during their long detention in Turkey, to visit Jeru-
salem as soon as liberated, in the hope of finding a religion that’
would afford them rather more solace than that of ¢ The Beast.’
But vain were all their Diogenes-like investigations, for a length of
time. Instead of finding that pure, soul-cheering religion which
they expected could but be flowering around the tomb of our Sa-
viour, the mummery and superstition which they found so rife in
every chapel of the ¢ Church of the Holy Sepulcher,’ led them to
the conclusion of those who visited the sepuicher eighteen hundred
years ago—*they have taken away the Lord, and we know not
where they have laid him.” At length, however, they accidentally,
(or I should rather say providentially) found one of our proselytes
engaged in reading the Bible; and, on learning that no man had a
right to forbid Secripture, that they should not be privileged to read
and judge for themselves, gladly accepted a copy of the Bible, and
eagerly read it—particularly such portions as they were told would
teach them the nature of true Christianity. When I inform you
that these earnest inquirers twice attended our public services, and
also received instruetion informally some half a dozen times, accord-
ing to the form of sound words, you may safely guess the result,
They were so impressed by the simplicity of our services, contrasted
with anything they had ever witnessed before, in the way of devo-
tion and instruction, that they were literally ready to ¢ fall down on
their faces, and confess that God was in us of a truth.’ It would
greatly rejoice your heart to witness their Jjoy in the possession of
the #ruth, and the earnestness with which they study the Bible.
Brother Julius says his highest ambition is to become prepared to
preach the Gospel. These brethren, not content with enjoying this
great salvation themselves—Ilike one of old, who, when he had found

-
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the Messiah, made it his first business to tell others that he had ’
found Him of whom Moses (in the law) and the Prophets did speak
—embrace every opportunity of

¢ Telling to sinners all around
‘What a dear Saviour they have found.’

Accordingly they explained the nature of the kingdom to a Polander,
with whom they met, who, like themselves, had come on a pilgrim-
age to Jerusalem from religious considerations; and so much of the
truth had he already learned from them and another convert, that I
felt fully assured, from his earnest countenance and suffused eyes,
that the instruction thus conveyed was by no means in vain ; and
after only two interviews with him, I was fully persuaded that he
was altogether a fit subject for baptism ; and accordingly, (after
spending much of the intermediate time in giving him further in-
struction,) I baptized him the next morning. After spending a few
days with us, he will have to return to his business in Smyrna—a
fact that I can but regret—though he is doinga good business there,
and I have every confidence in his steadiness.”

For the information of the brotherhood, I would add, that the
elder Tabaczynski, mentioned by Brother Barclay, brought the
above letter to this city. His history possesses much of interest.
As a Polander, he was involved in the struggle which issued in the,
downfall of his country. Before that eventhe was imprisoned for sev-
eral years. His patriotic feelings implicated him in the defection of
Hungary from Austria. He was a captain of Polish lancers under
General Bem, who makes honorable mention of him in papers which
I have seen. When he visited Jerusalem, he was but just released
from prison at Aleppo.  Then he thought himself a rich man. He
went from Jerusalem to Egypt, thence by ship to London, where,
instead of meeting his wife and the proceeds of his estate, he is in-
formed by letter that he is a widower, without a farthing. His wife
had been dead eleven months, and the Austrian government had
confiscated his estate. He is now somewhere in the West, ““ one of
the poor saints >’ from ¢ Jerusalem.”

In Brother Barclay’s report of a year’s operations, dated February
9th, 1852, and herewith submitted, he suggested the founding of an
asylum in the vicinity of Jerusalem, for the mechanical and agri-
cultural employment of indigent converts. His reasons are given in
extenso in his report. Though he had relieved ahout two thousand
cases of sickness during the first year, he felt the necessity of
meeting his competitors on something like equal terms; jand
as he could not and would not bribe his hearers, he assayed to
enable the indigent and deserted convert to maintain himself in
exemption from the tribe of want, to which his profession would
therwise subject him. The Board fully coinciding with their mis-

»




sionary, have directed me to authorize him to appropriate $1,500
as a commencement of a rural asylum for needy converts. In his
last communication he writes as follows :

‘“ Mount Oriver, June 30th, 1852.

“ My dear Brother Burnet :—Y our very kind favor of April 20th,
was received whilst I was recovering from a two weeks’ attack of
fever, and greatly did it cheer our hearts and encourage our hands.
The wisdom of the measure adopted by the Board in reference to
the establishment of the contemplated place of retreat for persecuted
and needy converts, I am confident, will abundantly appear when it
shall have been fairly tested. I have made inquiries at Lifta, Neby
Samwil, Ain Yalo, and other places in the vicinity of the city, and
find there will be no insuperable difficulty in the purchase of the
land ; though great circumspection is necessary, to see that the title
be good and properly transferred. I have, therefore, engaged Mr.
Tannus, the Chancelor of the British Consulate, who has bought
much land for Mr. Finn and other Franks, to assist me in the pur-
chase. It may also be advisable to write to Mr. Marsh after the
purchase shall have been made, and get him to procure a firman,
by way of ¢ making assurance doubly sure.” The disposition of the
Sublime Porte toward the United States is such at this time, that I
anticipate little or no difficulty in obtaining it ; and I am sure, from
the interest Mr. Marsh manifested toward us whilst here last sum-
mer, that he will cheerfully make application for it, and exert his in-
fluence to procure it. As to the brother of whom you speak as
superintendent of the establishment, glad indeed shall we be to see
him ; and I can assure him that he need entertain no fears about an
abundant support after he shall have become acquainted with the
proper time of sowing and mode of cultivating in this country ; and
this, a very little inquiry and observation will soon enable him to do.
High land near the city can be had for about $50 per acre, but such
as can be subjected to irrigation is considerably higher. I regret
that I cannot now furnish the desired information about the agricul-
ture of this country, but hope by the next mail to be enabled to give
you definite and satisfactory information.”’

At the date of this letter, the mission family had retreated to
Mount Olivet as a place of safety, until the rainy season should
commence.

One of the recent converts was baptized in the Jordan. Thus has
this mission put to silence the ignorance of degenerated Protestant-
ism, in the affirmation sometimes heard in this country, that Pales-
tine does not afford waters for immersion. The real difficulty seems
now to be, as formerly, to find willing subjects. This illusion of
poor blind error would be speedily dissolved, if to some second John
the Immerser, should go out, ¢ Jerusalem and all Judea, and all the
region round about Jordan, and be baptized of him in Jordan, con-




(22)

fessing their sins,”” That such scenes may again be witnessed, at
Gihon, Bethesda, Siloam, Siloam’s Pools, Jordan, and Enon, is most
devoutly to be wished.

During the past summer, the Board has been much interested in
an effort to get up a New England mission. Much correspondence
has taken place between Brother W. W. Eaton and other Eastern,
brethren, and myself, on the subject, and at one time we supposed
the object was gained, and that a flourishing mission would soon be
created, sustained by the Eastern churches and our Board, but at
the present, nothing is being done. It is to he hoped that the sub-
ject will be revived by the new Board, and carried to a successful
1ssue.

The weak churches of New Orleans, Louisiana, and New Lisbon,
Ohio, and Buffalo, New York, have been constituted missionary
stations, and aided this year. The recent organization of the Ohig
State Convention has relieved the Board of the labors formerly
projected, or undertaken in this State. This sister insticution, com-
menced under favorable auspices, bids fair to do a good work in the
upbuilding of the common cause.

Nothing has been done in regard to the much desired and impor-
tant Liberia mission, in consequence of the want of suitable mis=
sionaries, though letters have heen addressed to every quarter from
which we could reasonably expect the desired information. Nearly
equal difficulties have beset our path in regard to California and
Oregon. There is, however, a prospect that our Oregon mission
may be speedily commenced.,

Last spring I addressed some queries to Brother J. J. Trott, of
Tennessee, favorably known, first as a Methodist missionary to the
Cherokees, in Georgia, in those perilous times when he and others
suffered bonds and imprisonment for their labor of loye, concerning
the propriety and cost of a mission to the Cherokees. In reply, he
gave me the following information, from which the Board has inferred
the practicability of the mission—that propel%y conducted, it would
possibly soon sustain itself, and that Brother Trottis peculiar]y fitted
for the work, by natural endowments, education, experience, and
social habits. The probability is, that a mission will be commenced,
You will indulge me in reading his letter, full of interest.

“ Frankuiy Correcr, TENN., May 29th, 1852,

¢« Dear Brother Burnet :—Grace to you, and peace from God our
father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

““Yours of the 4th of May has been received, and I am happy to
learn that you are disposed to entertain a proposition in reference to a
mission among the Indians. I have had this subject under consider-
ation for several years.

¢ But you wish me to ‘develop my views in full,” and to answer
certain questions, which I will proceed to do most Jjoytully, but re=
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gret that I am not competent to do the subject that justice which its
great importance demands.

““And first, I would advise the commencement of our missionary
operations in the Indian country among the Cherokees. My reasons
are the following :

“1. They occupy a central position among the Indian tribes west
of the Mississippi.

2. They are much further advanced in amalgamation with the
white race, in civilization, and in Christianity than any other
tribe, and

‘3. Many more of them speak, read and write the English lan-
guage. :

““ Some sixty years ago, the Moravians established missions among
the Cherokees, and still continue with them.

“The Presbyterians and Congregationalists have had schools and
churches among them about forty years.

““The Baptists have had missions among them about forty years,
and the Methodists about thirty years.

‘¢ All these Protestant churches have done much, very much, to-
wards civilizing and Christianizing the Cherokees. They have not
only taught hundreds of them to read the Bible in the English lan-
guage, but they have also translated many portions of it, with
hymns and tracts, into the Cherokee language.

“On the 4th of July, 1827, the Cherokees East met in convention
by their representatives, and established a regular republican form
of government, which they have improved from time to time, and
which they have re-established in the West in a more perfect form.

“The Executive department is composed of a principal chief and
second chief, elected by the people, and an executive committee.

“The legislative department is composed of a general council
divided into two parts, called the committee and council, elected by
the people.

¢The Judiciary department is ¢omposed of a supreme court, circuit
courts and district courts.

¢¢ The whole nation is divided into civil and school districts, and a
regular system of public justice and public schools is in full operation
under the supervision of the general council of the nation. In addition
to their district school system, they have two national colleges, one
male and the other female, located at the seat of government. These
colleges, aswell as their public schools, are supported by the interest
of an educational fund, reserved to them by treaty, and vested in
stock by the United States.

“The Cherokees also have a national press, and publish a weekly
paper called the ¢ Cherokee Advocate.”” It is printed in English
and Cherokee, for they have a Cherokee alphabet of 86 letters, in-
vented some forty years since, by Guers, a native Cherokee.

*¢ The improvement of the Cherokees was in some degree retarded




(2+)

vy the divisions and difficulties connected with their removal to the
West, but they have nearly if not entirely recovered from their un-
fortunate and unhappy divisions, and we hope and pray that peace
and prosperity may attend them in future.

¢ I have been thus particular in order that the Board of Missions
may have the facts before them, from which I infer the propriety of
beginning our missionary labor in the Indian country, among the
Cherokees, and I doubt not but you will agree with me, in view of
the above facts. I will now answer your questions.

“1. “Can you be as effective in your labors among the red men
as among the whites, labor for labor ?’

i b‘up{})ose I could not, would that prove the impropriety of the
mission ? Is Bro. Barclay making as many converts in Jerusalem,
as he could make in some city of the United States ? I might not,
for several years, make as many disciples in the Cherokee nation as
in Tennessee, but ultimately, I might do much more good. I have
no doubt but much- good might be done by a faithful evangelist
among the Cherokees, and if we go from home, we could not go to a
more promising field. So, if we have men and means to operate
abroad at all, we should send one or more to the Indian territory. I
lived ten years with the Cherokees, am acquainted with nearly all the
principal families, many of whom are relatives of my family, and a
few are already disciples by my humble efforts. So that in process
of time, I think it is probable I might do as much, if not more good
among the red men as among the whites.

“2. ‘What will be the probable cost of your enterprise, per
annum ?’

“Axswer. My judgment is, that $500 would be sufficient for a
man with a family, and $300 for one without a family.

¢¢3. ‘What is the line of conduct you propose ?’

« Axswer. Among other Indian tribes a missionary school might
be necessary, but among the Cherokees that would be unnecessary,
as they already have a regular system of public schools. I would,
therefore, settle my family in Washington or Crawford county, Ar-
kansas, near the line of the Cherokee nation, or in the nation, which
perhaps would be preferable, and travel through the nation as a reg-
ular evangelist. 1In the second place, as we have churches conve-
nient to the nation, I would seek to bring the churches planted among
the Cherokees in co-operation with those in Arkansas, so that they,
in process of time, might be attended by other preachers. This ar-
rangement would enable the missionaries to extend their labors to
more destitute regions, and to other Indian tribes.

¢ 1 hope this will be satisfactory, but would be happy to hear from
you further on the subject, and to give any other information in my
power. ¢ Yours, in the Lord,

«J. J. Trorr.”
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The only soliciting agent in the field the past season, has been
Brother J. Murdock, employed in Kentucky. He has met with
tolerable success, having in a few months collected $1011.30. -“His
experience, and the observation of those most interested in the suc-
cess of the institution, renders more than doubtful the wisdom of
withdrawing from the constitutions of our societies the provision for
life membership and life directorship, and it is to be hoped that as
the subject will come up according to notice given a year since, the
present meeting will restore this feature of the old constitution,
properly guarded, as it respects the persons admitted to these posi-
tions. Although our treasury has never yet been exhausted, the
fact is owing to our failure to institute several projected missions,
rather than to the amount received this year. - A liberal policy, and
the growing wants of the world, everywhere, crying aloud for help,
will quickly reduce our present treasury, and demand a larger in-
crease for the coming season. The cry will not be heard in vain.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts, which dwells in the hearts of the
brotherhood, will perform it. ~ All that Christians want are the fa-
cilities, and a knowledge of the urgency of the demand ; and con-
sequently, these topics, should be dwelt upon by those who stand on
Zion’s walls. These enterprises can never prosper without much
reflection and feeling, much prayer and labor. They are legitimate
objects of the ministry of reconciliation, and any pastor and evan-
gelist should consider himself a local or sectional agent of our Bible
and Missionary Societies. He should be the patron of every good
work, and an example to his flock, of earnest and constant support
to these agencies.

The report, already of unusual length, would be incomplete with-
out the report of our year’s labor on the part of the Jerusalem
missionaries.

“ JerusALem, Feb. 9th, 1852.

“Well Beloved Brethren:—Had 1 the opportunity of meeting
with the saints in the church gathered together, it would afford me
great pleasure to ‘rehearse all that God hath done with us,’ and
for us since we entered upon the work whereunto we have been
called ; but as the nature of existing circumstances necessarily pre-
cludes the enjoyment of such a privilege, I must be content merely
to make, to those by whom I have been more especially ¢com-
mended to the grace of God,’ a brief written statement of such mat-
ters only as may seem more particularly to claim attention—a duty
which the expiration of the first year’s existence of the mission nat-
urally suggests—by way of a report ; for it was on yesterday, twelve
months ago, that we unfurled the banner of primeval Christianity
within the precinets of the ¢ Holy City.’

“The initiatory operations of a mission in a foreign field are nec-
essarily attended with peculiar difficulties—hindrances of a temporal

4
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as well as spiritual nature. Besides the difficulty and delay attend

ant upon the establishment of a household in a land so deficient in the

most ordinary comforts of civilized life, the missionary has to become
acquainted with the peculiar views and habits of the people, as well
as their language, before he can reasonably expect to become useful.
And these difficulties, necessarily incident, more or less, to all for-
eign missions, are greatly aggravated, where, as in the present case,
there are rival religions, some of which are maintained by the purse
and others defended by the sword. And when, in addition to these
great obstacles, he finds that the cause he would present has been
so perverted and degraded amongst them that the very name he
wears is a standing term of reproach, and that while he is unable to
preack Christianity to the people as he would wish, owing to his
ignorance of their intricate language, he is also greatly hindered
from commending its excellence to their contemplation as a living
reality, owing to the very serious disabilities arising from his subjec-
tion to an unhealthy climate, it is evident that no little time must
elapse before these obstacles can be surmounted; and hence our
inexpressible gratitude to the Author and Giver of all good—tempo-
ral as well as spiritual—that notwithstanding these disadvantages,
we are still in the enjoyment of such abounding mercies; and that
during the short space of our sojourn here, twelve persons have
already practically embraced the ¢truth as it is in Jesus,” and seem
determined, with full ¢ purpose of heart, to cleave unto the Lord.” It
pains me, however, to add, (as I must in faithfulness do,) that one
lately numbered with our little flock, (taken from amongst the lost
sheep of the house of Israel,) who ran so well at first, and of whom
we entertained such fair hopes—influenced by considerations of a
carnal and pecuniary nature—placed before him for the express
purpose of drawing him away, so frequently absented himself from
the ordinances of the Lord’s house, that we were constrained to ex-
clude him from the congregation. I ought to add, however, that
owing to the shameful laxity of discipline that prevails. here, even
amongst some styling themselves Protestants, he was induced to
believe that his remissness and obliquities of conduct would be toler-
ated. And although he deems himself rather harshly dealt with, I
understand he has expressed himself willing to return provided no
explanation or apology be required of him; but the spirit he still
manifests renders a profession of repentance and amendment of life
an indispensable prerequisite to his restoration. Owing to our pro-
tracted illness, and the indisposition and absence of Bro. Murad, the
two Greek members of our congregation have doubtless suffered for

" instruction, and hence they evince rather too much partiality for some

of the superstitious notions of the Greek Catholic Church, in the faith of
which they have been raised. But so great was their ignorance, and
so inveterate their .prepossessions in favor of certain tenets which
have grown with their growth and strengthened with their strength
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that they have not only needed line upon line and precept upon pre-
cept, but no little forbearance with their waywardness. With these
exceptions, (and possibly another,) our little flock may be said—if
not 1n a// things to adorn the doctrine of Christ, at least to be very
orderly, and observant of the means of grace. Exclusive of the
individual above alluded to, and two immersed persons regularly
worshipping with us, and usually reckoned with us (one of whom
has fallen asleep in Christ, and the other not being a permanent resi-
dent here), the names on our church list amount to seventeen. One,
however, resides in Smyrna, and two are about to set sail for the
remote West of your own favored land; so that the number now
worshipping here, and constituting our church, is only fourteen.

‘‘Had it been my intention merely to establish a church of numeri-
cal strength, the number might have been considerably increased.
But I have been constrained by a sense of duty, either to reject some
applicants outright, upon their own statement, or on detection of an
improper motive, or else to urge upon them the necessity of a closer
examination of the Bible and their own hearts, in such terms as have
generally prevented a renewal of their application. This, of course,
has been a most painful duty, and deeply do I feel the responsibility
thus incurred. But that I have acted properly, (at least in most of
these cases), I am happy in knowing that I have the entire appro-
bation of my own conscience. And that I may enjoy the approval
of your valued judgment also, I will briefly state such of the cases
as will enable you to form a just estimate of the whole.

‘A, brings testimonials highly commending him as a teacher, ete.
He is already in the service of a mission, but tells me, in plain terms,
that if I will give him a little more than his present allowance, he
will join our church. The proposal of this Herodian is, of course,
rejected without hesitation.

“B, a gentleman of very high literary and and scientific attain-
ments, and possessing undoubted piety, wishes to know whether our
society would employ him, were he to unite with us. N ow, while I
have great respect for the individual, I could but speak to him in
language so discouraging as to deter him at least from the repetition
of any such proposition.

“¢ G, who has long been a sub-officer in a Protestant church, asks
the appointment of an hour for a special interview ; and comes in
very respectable company to make a formal proposition to unite with
us himself, and also bring along a number of others with him.
These persons, he alleges, are compelled from conscientious consid-
erations to withdraw from their church ; and they propose to form
an ‘independent church,” upon principles of ¢toleration and union,’
under my direction. Now this seemed quite laudable in some re-
spects ; but upon explaining to him the nature of the Christian In-
stitution, he is found to be not only ignorant of its very first princi-
ples, but in direct opposition to some of them, Upon’ further con-




