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109. J~et another take his office-not his was divided in sentiment on account of un-
bishoprick, as the comm~n episcopalian ver- due attachment to men or leaders. 1 Cor. i.
sion s~ys, unless we desire to make Judas I am of Paul and I am of Cephas. The
the first bishop in the succession of papisti. apostles were united in their lives, and not
cal and episcopal prelates, as the J.mes' divided in their deaths. United they Jived,

. version do.es. So far is this eternal decree, united they died in their teaching. We
concerning the elect, from being un change- refer to the Book of Acts as proof of this.
able, that according to this part of the There are but two events in the New Testa-
prayer one of the eternally elect was lost. ment of greater importance than the unity
The son of perdition signifies one who de- of the apostles and of the primitive Chris-
servedly perishes: as a son of death, 2 tians, and they are the an~lUnciation and the
Samuel xii. 5; children of hell, Matt. xxiii. erection of the first Christian congregation.
15: and children of wrath, Ephs. ii.3 ; sig- Luke ii. Acts ii. The word name in verse
Dify persons justly obnoxious to death, 6, xi. xii. xxvi. In the Hebrew language
hell and wrath. Again, Jesus says, John the name of a thing signifies the thing it-
xviii. 8, 9, "I have told you I am he: if self. They that know thy name (God) will,
therefore you seek me, let these go; that put their trust in Thee. Thou. hast a few
the saying' might be fulfilled. Of them names or persons in Sardis who have not de-
whom thou hast given me, I have lost none;" filed their garmcnts. 'Ihe following note is
My second objection to applying these fr0m George Campbell, D. D., F. R S., of
twelve verses t.o all the eternally elect is Edinburgh. Namp,is used in scripture for
that our Savior says here, I have manifest- person sometimes, Rev. 3, 4; sometimes for
ed 4hy name, in t~e petfect and past time fame, Psalm lxxvi. 1; and sometimes, when
or tense, which could not in truth be said of applied to God, for his power, or othcr per.
all the elect past, then pre~ent, and future. fections, Ps. xx. 1,7.
I will let these two objections suffice for the When mention is made of making known
present, until some person obviates them. God's name to the heathen, we always un-
I have given them the 'words which thou derstand it to mean, declaring to them his
gavest me, that could not have been said of nature and attributes, as the only true God.
all the persons who llave lived since they It is surely to the heathen or those who be-
were spoken, and who shall live hereafter. fore knew not God, that in the Old Testa-
From the sixth to the twentieth verse then ment, we find mention of revealing his
he prays for the apostles. And why pray name. But let it be observed that they
for the twelve apostles next to himself? were Jews of whom our Lord spoke, verse

. Because, they were next to him in import- 6, when he said, 1 hare made known thy
ance and authority. They, immediately name to the men whom thou hast given me.
after his resurrection and ascension to his '£he sequel /ilhows he meant the apostles,
mediatorial kingdom, were placed on who, before they became his disciples, were
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes, the disciples of Moses. Now, by making
ruling his church and people of which the known the name of God to those who en.
twelve tribes were a type. There is only joyed the old dispensation, is plainly sug-
one instance of disagreement among the gesled that additional light was conveyed to
apostles in the book of Acts xv. 39, and them which they could not have derived
that was not about doctrines, but about a from it. By manifesting God's name to
man. Paul and Barnabas disagreed re- them, therefore we must understand the
spectingJ ohn Mark. There was aparoxysm communication of those truths which pecu-
or fit of a fever. Paul and Peter had a liarly characterize the· new dispensation.
contest, which was on account of Peter's And as every revelation which God gives
dissimulation, not about doctrines. Galla- tends further to illustrate the divine char-
tians ii. 11, 16. The church at Corinth actcr, the instructions which our Lord gavo
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his disciples, relating to life and immortali- doing, and on dry speculations, abstractions
ty, and tbe recovery of sinners through his and ,metaphys,ics, they could not havespread
mediation, may well be cal~ed revealing the gospel through the world before the
God, or (which in the Hebrew idiom is the close of the first century. It appears from
same) the name of God to them. When the the most credible records, that the gospel
connection in this prayer, is considered with was preached in Idumea, Syria and Meso-
any degree of attention, we must be sensible potamia by Jude; in Marmoria, Mauri-
that the words, the name of God, in verses tania, Egypt and other parts of Africa, by
6,11, 12, 26, denote the same thing. If, Mark, Simon and Jude; in Ethiopia by
then, by the name of God, verses 6 and 26, Candicec, Euneh and Matthias; in Puntus
be meant the great foundations of Chris- and Gallatia, and the neigh boring parts of
tian institution, the being preserved or kept Asia, by Peter; in the territory of the seven
in it, verses 11, 12, must mean their being Asiatic ehurches, by John; in Parthia by
enabled to continue in the faith of that reo Matthew; in Scythia, by Phillip and An.
ligion. The great fOUI:dation of the Chris- drew; in Persia, by Simon and Jude; in
tian institution were the incarnation, truth, Media, Cannonia and several Eastern parts,
life, miracles, sermons, death, resurrection, by Thomas; through the vast space from
ascension and glorification of the Son of J orusalem to IIliricum, a distance of three
Goel. 't'hese he made known to the apos- thousand miles, and also in Italy, Gaul,
tIes, and they to the world, and they con- Spain and Great Britain, by Paul. And
tinued in them, in these great facts; in thus the gospel was preached to every crea-
these diRtinguishing peculiarities of the ture under heaven, by tweh-e illiterate fish-
new dispensation. The rapid propagation ermen. He taught them that God would
of the gospel was owing, in a great measure, save sinners through faith in and obedience
to the unity, devotion, zeal, simplicity and to them, and they taught these truths to
faithfulness of the apostles. I have ex- the world. Suppose all now called preach-
plained thy nature and thy perfections, thy ers of the gospel were as united as were the
merciful designs, thy will and worship to apostles, what would be the result? It
the apoc,tles. They were one in theirteach- would have a most convincing and powerful
ing, and commissioned by one author~ty, effect on mankind. Our success is owing
illuminated by the same Spirit, and their to our unity. The apostles had one text
labors all tended to one object, the glory of in every place-Jesus Christ crucified, risen
God and the salvation of men. I llave and glorified. This was the foundation they
'declared to them thy new test name- laid in Jerusalem, Samaria, Ethiopia, and
Love. A little of the divine nature was in all the great marts of the Roman Empire.
known by the works of creationj a little I will now lay down some propositions predi-
more was known b:t the Mosaic revelatiunj cated upon the two parts of the prayer thusfar
but the full manifestation of God-his na- considered. First proposition: All the apos-
ture and his attributes, came only through tolic congregations planted by the apostles,
the revelation of Jesus Christ. That they were united, intelligent Dnd happy, and
may be one, that they and all who believe had no other creed than the New Testa-
through the word which I have given them, ment, nor had the Christians of the three
lIlay be one body, united by one spirit to me first centuries and a quarter, till the year
their living head. The union which Christ 325. The same cause will produce the
here pra) s for, is so complete and glorious, same effect. During this period the con-
as to be fitly represented by that union gregations were purer, and in a better con-
which subsists between the Father and the dition than they have ever been since.
Bon. Had the apostles been divided as the Second proposition: Original Christianity
sects now are, and had they spent all their stands upon original records, the New Tes-
strength on each other as the moderns are tament creeds are parts and mutila-
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tions of this record, and are not Chris-
tianity. 'l'hird proposition: The churches,
creeds, and religions, may be reformed and
improved, but the gospel of Jesus Christ
can ncither be improved nor reformed; we
might as well attempt to improve the brillian-
cy of a diamond, or the splendor of the sun,
or to improve any of the works of God.
Fourth proposition. The gospel as taught
and practiced by Christ and the apostles is
the only religion that can unite all good
men in its support. Fifth: The Christiani-
ty of the New Testament is the only reli·
gion that can become the universal reli6ion
of mankind. All other religions arc either
dead or dying, or will die. Christianity is
growing, strengthening, and enlarging, and
will embrace all,that will be saved by it.
It is the only religion now obligatory on
mankind, which has God for its author, and
without any mixture of error. Sixth prop-
osition: The original primitive Christian
congregations were built upon the gospel as
preached by the apostles; sedarian church-
es are built upon creeds, or profess to, be
built upon the Bible, while they are built
upon creeds and the Bible. Seventh: The
plan of union as laid down in the New Test-
ament is over 1,800 years old, and is inspi-
red, infallible, and can become practicable
and uni versal. Most other plans of union
are about 300 years old, and are fallible,
human, and impracticable. Eighth: Christ
never prayed that all sects might be uni-
ted not that, tlley might be united on
any human crced. Ninth: There is only "The greatest men have been those who
one Christian, universal, or aggregated con· cnt their way to Bucce~sthrollgh difficnlties.
gregation. John. x. One fold, one shep- Moses, Elijah, Abraham, John the Baptist,
herd. 1 Cor. xii. Ephs. iv. One bedy or the giants of both Testaments; were not men
church. There arc many "voluntary socie- nul'tured in the hot-house ofreligioull advan-
ties." These societies as they are now 01'- tages. Many a,man would have done good
ganized never can be united. If there arc if he had not a superabundance of the means
fifty ,)1' one hundred societies, there is only of doing it. Understllnll therefore tbe real
one Christian church, no more. If two amount of advantage which there is in re-
mathematicalliues run parallelto each other, ligions privileges; necessuy especially for
10,000 miles, and never vary, they can nev- the feeble, IlS erlltchesare necessary, but, like
er meet, while thesc societies remain as they Cl'uthes, they often enfeeble thc stron~. l!'or
are, and ncver change, they can neyer thrive. evtr.1Jadvantage whichfucil-itates performa.nC4
Tenth proposition: The present divisions and supersedes toil, a corresponding price i,
of professed Christians are of men, and are paid ill loss."

not of God, and are therefore wicked, sin-
ful, and ruinous to the souls of men. Elev-
enth: Are they ever to cease, when, wheT8
and how; arc they to cease, or arc they to be
perpetuated? Twelfth: 'rhey can cease by
~etting aside every opinion and pratice
which has orignated since the death of the
apostle John, in either accident or whim.
Thirteenth: If the line of Christianity could
be clearly drawn between human opinions
and the positi\'e dictates of revelation, and
one separated from the other, the way would
be prepar~d for a more intimate and harmo-
nious union among professed Christians.
They are now divided about that which the
Bible is silent, not about what is in the Bi-
ble, but about what is not in it. Fourteenth:
Before Christians can ever be united, thege
partition walls which now divide the people
of God must be broken down; the sects mus.
abandon their creeds. They must make mu-
tual concessions to eadl, and the best way to
do that is to abandon their creeds, and come
to the Bible, and the Bible alone, as they
have said they would do. We must have
apostolic precept or example for our prao-
tice. The diversity is in opinion, not in
faith.

THE WORTH OF ADVANTAGES.
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A PLEA FOR THE REFORlUTION.-
NO.Vm.

PREACHERS AND PREACHING.-NO. VI.

In previolis articles enough has been
said, at least for the present, about spurious
preaching. Our attention has also been
directed to those authorized to preach, and
their authority for preaching. The next
thing to be cor,sidered, is the preaching, and
the proper manner of preaching, in our time.
What should be preached? In what man-
ner should preaching be done? For an an-
swer to these important questions, we apply
to the only divine source of information-
the example and teaching of our Lord and
his apostles.

"If any man speak," says a holy writer,
"let him speak as the oracles of God," (1st
Pet. iv. 11.) The minister of Christ can
not turn aside to infidelity, in any of its
bolder and more manly forms, much less to
any of the more sly, stealthy and insidious
forms, in shrinking from a single item at a
time; nor can he yield to any pseudo phi-
losophy, that is everlastingly evading the
gospel, at one time setting aside its terrible
sanctions, at another time trying to find
some way to serve God, be Christians and
acceptable worshippers, without doin g his
commandments; and then, again, trying to
induce men to believe that there are some
direct communications from God, to he ad-
hered to as a guide to heaven, in the form
of special influences of the :'pirit, Spirit
manifestations, or reason. " When they
say, Seek unto them that have familiar
spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and
that mntter, should not a people seek unto
their God? for the living to the dead?
To the law and to the testimony; if they
speak not aecording to this word, it is be-
cause there is no light in them." (Isa. viii.
19,20.) This leaves no room for evasion.
IlW 0 to them who call evil good, and good
evil; who put darkness for light, and light
for darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and

sweet for bitter." (Isa. v. 20.) Let us hear
the great apostle to the Gentiles: "I marvel
that you are so soon removed from him who
called you into the grace of Christ to an-
other gospel; which is not another; but
there be some who trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though
we or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel to you, than that which we
have preached to you, let him be accursed.
As we said before, so say I now aga.in.
If any man preach any other gospel to.
you, than that which you have re-
ceived, let him be accursed. For do
I now pursuade men, or God? or do I
seek to please men? for if I yet pleased
men, I should not be the servant of Christ."
(Gal. 1. 6-10.) There is no tampering
in this -no man-pleasing spirit. It is
straight forward, decided and determined
language. Let us again hear tho divine
scriptures: "I testify to every man who
hears the words of the praphecy of this
book, If any man shall add to those things
God shall add to him the plagues that are
written in this book; and if aay man shall
take away from the words of the prophecy
qf this book, God shall take away his part
out of the book of life, and out of the
holy city, and out of the things that are
written in this book." (Rev. xxii. 18, 19.)
To evade the force of this terrible language,
some have said, that it relates wholly to
the book of Revelations. But we ask such,
if we may then add to, or take from the
writings of Paul, Peter, James or Jude?
Certainly not, for if we add to, or take from
any of the inspired writings, we shall do so
at the peril of our souls. The fiercest and
most terrible of the judgments of God will
be visited upon us.

Jude says, "I gave all diligence to writAJ
to you of the common salvation, and exhort
you, that you should contend earnestly for
the faith once delivered to the saints."
(Jude 3.) Even the prayers of the sainte
have reference to the manner in which the
gospel should be preached. Hear Paw,
directing the saints how to pray: "Praying
always with all prayer and supplication iD



114 THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN

the spirit, and watching thereunto with all putings of men of corrupt minds, and des-
perseverance for all saints; and for me, titute of truth, supposing that gain is god-
that utterance may be given to me, that 1 liness: from such withdraw thy~elf." (1st
may open my mouth boldly, to make known Tim. vi. 3-5.
the mystery of the gospel; for which I am Let us now attend to some of Luke's
an ambassador in bonds; that therein 1 laconic statements in regard to the preach-
may speak boldly, as 1 ought to speak." ing, as found in a few instances, in his
(Eph. vi. 18-20.) Let us hear this old "treaties:" Speaking of Paul, he says,
soldier ot the cross, in a few words, in a let- "There came many to him into his lodging;
ter to a young preacher, just before he to whom he expounded and testified the
suffered martyrdom: "I am now ready to be kingdom of God, persuading them concern·
offered, and the time of my departure is at ing Jesus, both out· of the law of Moses
hand. I have fought a good fight, I have and out of the propllets, from morning till
finished my course, 1 have kept the faith; evening." (Acts xxviii. 23.) Another spec-
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown imen is given in the last words of the same
of righteousness, which the Lord, th~ right- chapter: "And Paul dwelt two whole years
eous Judge, shall give me at that day: and in his own hired house, and received all
not to me only, btlt to all them also that who came to him, preaching the kingdom of
love his appearing." (2d Tim. iv. 6-£.) God, and teaching those things which con-
Hear his solemn charge to young preach- cern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confi-
ers: "I charge thee therefore before God, dence, no man forbidding him." Again,
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who snaIl judge speaking of the preaching of Philip, in Sa-
the living and the dead at his appearing maria, he says: "Then Philip went down to
and kingdom; preach the '!pord j be instant the city of Samaria, and preached Christ
in season; out of season, reprove, rebuke, unto them." (Acts viii. 5.) Again, verse
exhort with all long suffering and doctrine. 12, he mentionS! his "preaching the things
For the time will come when they will not concerning the kin~dom of God and the
endure sound doctrine; but after their own name of Jesus Christ." Of his preaching
lusts shall they heap to themselves teach- to the officer of Candace, Luke says, verse
ers, having itching ears; and they shall 35, "Then Philip opened his mouth, and
turn away their ears from the truth, and began at the same scripture, and preached
shall be turned unto fables." (2d Tim iv. unto him Jesus." To JPreach Jesus, is to
1-:l.) Hear the affectionate words of tllis preach the gospel of Jesus, or the things
holy man again: "0 Timothy, keep that authorized by him. To read Moses, was to
which is committed to thy trust, avoiding read the law of Moses, the things author-
profane babblings, and oppositions of sci- ized by Moses. Christ is the foundation of
ence falsely so called; which some profess- all true preaching, true religion and true
ing have erred concerning the faith." (2d piety. The first preachers made him the
Tim. vi. 20, 21.) Having guarded Timothy center and circumference, the beginning and
against many of the distracting, specula- the end, the first and the last, the way, the
tive and mischievous questions that would truth and the life, and maintained manfully
be liable to mar the peace of the church that no man comes to the Father but by
•.nd tend to schism, he adds, "If any mau him-that there is no other name given un·
teach otherwise, and consent not to whole- der heaven, nor among men, whereby we
llome words, even the words of our Lord can be saved.
Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is The reader will see from the specimens
according to godliness, he is proud, know- given, that the first preachers had something
ing nothing, but doting about questions and definite, tangible and intelligible to preach,
strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, and something too, that they could express
strife, railing, evil surmisings, perverse dis-. in few words, so as to be perfectly under-
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stood. They called it "the faith," "the faith determination is a settled one; and he bears
of Christ," "the doctrine of the Lord," forward with a most unyielding, unwaver-
"the word," "the gospel." In describing ing and undying persistence in tbe work to
what was preached, they said, "He preach- which the J"ord has caLed him. He has
ed J esus"-"preaehed Christ"-"preached his one work, and he keeps an eye single to
the word"-"preached the things concern- that one work. Anything that conflicts
ing the kingdom of God and the name of with' that one work, he withstands with ev-
Jesus Christ"-"preached the faith which ery power, not because he loves opposition,
once he destroyed"-"preached the gospel or strife, but because he can not see the
to them" -" reasoned of righteousness, cause he loves, for which Jesus died, and
temperance and a judgment to come." No emphatically, the causeof God, crushed down
account of any good man preaching his and make no resistance.
opinions, views, speculations or phifoso- Paul, in describing what kind of a man
phies. Their language was, "The word is is suited to be an overseer in the congrega-
nigh thee, even in thy mouth, aNd in thy tion of the Lord, says, "Holding fast the
heart; that is, the word of faith which we faithful word, as he has been taught, that he
preach; that if thou shalt confess with thy may be able by sound doctrine both to ex-
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in hort and convince the gainsayers; for there
thine heart that God hath raised him from are many unruly, and vain talkers and de-
the dead, thou shalt be saved." (Rom. x. 8.) ceivers, specially they of the circumcision j

We do not now need men to improve on whose mouths must be stopped; who sub-
the gospel, but men who love it and him who vert whole houses, teaching things which
gave it, who are true to it, as a whole, and they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake."
also true to it in all its parts, who will (Tit. i. 9, 10.) This has more direct refer-
preach the gospel itself, with fervency, earn· ence to those in the church, ,than to preach-
estness and power, and enforce it on man- ing to those without. The work of the
kind, as the only means of saving a lost and preacher of the gospel is divided into tw~
ruined world. In this gospel of the bless- chapters, as we find in the commission:
ed God is contained the clearest, most mo- 1. To disciple all nations, baptizing them
mentous and enduring interest ever made into the name of the Father, and of the
known to a world lying in sin, under the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
power of the wicked one. The preaching 2. Teaching them to observe all things
of this gospel is tQ.egreatest, the most no- whatever be"eommanded them.
ble and God-like of all the works to which In laboring to disciple, or convert the na-
the noblest gifts of the greatest and best tions, the great matter is more to present
men were ever consecrated. Bringing the the gospel in its concentrated form, or to
authority of our Lord to bear upon the present Christ, as the embodiment, or liv-
minds of men, bringing the authority of the ing personification of the gospel, and try
gospel, in all its ponderous force, so as to and win the souls of men to him. In his
induce them to turn to the Lord, is the sub- pure, spotless and holy life; in his kind-
lime work of the preacher of Christ. The ness, benevolence and humanity, he was an
man who does this work well, preaches not exemplification of what his religion is de-
himself, but Christ and him crucified. He signed to make men. The great matter is
determines to glory jn nothing save the to induce the sinner to fall in love with
cross of Christ-to make known nothing him, to become his disciples and follow
but Christ and him crucified. He will not him. This is the work of the fa:thful
be drawn aside by any worldly machina- evangelist of Jesus Christ. Then when
tions, schismatical questions or speculative the person has consecrated himself to him,
theories of men. He has before him his become his disciple and fully put himself
polar star; his purpose is firmly fixed j his under him he should be taught in detail all



'.'Sheep," said one, "have a strong aver-

A minister of another denomination, once
sent me the following query which he reo
quested me to answer in public: "Suppose a
sinner should make the good confession, at
the meeting house, and when in the act of
going to the water, a limb should fall on
him, andkill him, would he be lost?"

Ans. 1. Suppose I should be compelled
to acknowledge total ignorance of the
man's destiny, would that be a sufficient
reason for preaching "another go,,-pel?" The
Savior says, that "he that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved," must I not still
preach this, and the whole gospel of Christ
whether I can tell the destiny, in any spe-
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sion to going into the water I" "Goats,"
said another, "have an equally strong aver-
sion to going into the water I"

things that Jesus commanded, that he may
observe them.

POINTED THOUGHTS.

A baptist preacher showing a strong dis-
inclination to going out into a shower of rain,
a Pedobaptist said to him, "I am surprized
at you. I thought that you Baptists were
not afraid of water." "In that," said the
baptist, "you are right: but we despise
sprinkling I"Immersion. In immersion the whole

body goes under the water: and the baptized,
is "buried in baptism," and "his body wash-
ed with pure water." There is, therefore,
in this case, no difficulty in respect to the
application of water. But if immersion is
rejected, and sprinkling, or pouring sub-
stituted, to what part of the body shall the
water be applied? One may say, ·'to the
forehead!" But does God say so? None,
I presume will contend that he does. Unless
God names the portion of the body to which
the water shall be applied, it would seem
that the application of water on this princi-
ple, to any part of the human body, would
constitute a valid baptism. For example;
should one say the foot, another the hand,
another the forehead, how would you effect
a scriptural settlement of the question? In
no other way, that I can perceive, than by
demonstrating, that, in baptism, the subject
is applied to the water, and not, in any pos-
sible case, the water 'to the subject ! John
poured, sprinkled, or immersed the people
in the river Jordan. The action of the verb,
baptized, terminates on the people, not on
the water: and if pouring is baptism, the
people were, consequently, previously to
baptism, converted into a liquid, in order to
be poured. John could dip the people, but
could not pour them! Better give it up I

bId brother John Smith, who has always
an appropriate answer in readiness, as he
came in out of a shower, was asked how he
bore the sprinkling with so much apparent
good will? "I thought," said the querist,
"that you despised sprinkling!" "No, in-
deed," said brother Smith, not when it comes
from heaven I It is only when it comes
from the fingers of a priest, that I despise
it I"

By the by, brother Smith says, "he never
intends to die while he lives I" There is a
volume in this short sentence. As age ap-
proaches, too, many yield to it, in a good
measure, not from a weight of infirmity, but
through the force of imagination. Others,
without the plea of old age, "die while they
live." All who are "lovers of pleasure, more
than lovers of God," are dead while, they
live I" How many corpses are in the church?
Horrible I

One said, I know of no instances of im-
mersion, recorded in the New Testament,
but that of the demons, which were per-
mitted to enter into the swine '" "Yes,"
laid another, "and they have hated it ever
aince I"
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THE ANNALS OR HISTORY OF THE
ENGLISH BIBLE.

cial case, of the unbaptized, or not? I will
80 preach it, and leave the unbaptized in the
hands of a merciful God.

2. But as God is merciful, and the in-
dividual in the case referred to had believed
in, and confessed the Lord, and was on his
way, according to his best ability, to bap-
tism, and a subsequent life of obedience, if
by any casualty, he should die by the way,
I would hope for his salvation. I might
not be so well satisfied, as if he had obeyed Although, strictly speaking, only a cen·
the Lord fully; but, I would at least tury of preparation, still the fifteenth must
hope, I might not be capable of giving sat- ever be esteemed more important than any
isfactory proof of his salvation; but God be- that had preceded it, and, in one point of
ing merciful, I would still hope. view, more influential than any that hasfol.

3. But, said I, there is another side to lowed mnce. When it is observed that an
this question! Suppose, a person sitting art, then first applied, though nearly four
on the way side, ridiculing the person in hundred years' old, is only now rising to
question-calling the gospel Campbellism, greater power in this country every day,
and baptism a ducking, and a limb should and is evidently destined to be employed by
fallon him and kill him, I should, no mat- all the nations, no wonder that it should be
ter how loud might be his pretensions to S0 regarded. It is true that"in the wisdom of
orthodoxy and religion, have very little God, it pleased God by the foolishness of
hope of his salvation I Let those who sneer preachlDg," nay, and the preaching of what
at, and ridicule the apostolic gospel, and its was deemed foolishness, "to save them that
ordinances, take warning! believe." This sovereign appointment re-

A brother who had not been long 8 pro- mains unrepealed-it is but awaiting its
feasor, approached me to obtain some in- mightiest triumphs-God will be his own
structions relative to the foreknowledge of interpreter, and make his purpose good.
God. Are )';OU, said I, a good swimmer? The power of the press, great as it is, will
He said "he was not." "I would advise yet be demonstrated to be far inferior to the
you, then, said I, not to go into deep wa- power of the tongue. The enlightening of
ters: for, you would be in great danger of the world depends not upon the ingen-
getting drowned. But the foreknowledge uity of man upon the march of intel·
of God, said I, is deeper than any literal wa- lect, of the school of arts, but upon the
ter, and has its dangers too. It is an ocean fixed appointment of Heaven. Yet af·
without bottom or bounds; and, for myself, ter this is granted, it is evident that to this
I am afraid to venture into it. I have known new influence, as far as it goes, first employ-
many "drowned in the destruction and per- ed in the fifteenth century, there can be no
dition" by speculations on the fqreknowl- limits, short of the earth which we inhabit.
edge of God, and other kindred topics. Our In connexion, thereJore, with the Divine as·
safety, consists in believing what God testi- surances in Scripture, which of themselves
ies, and obeying what he commandlil. When are all-sufficient, it may be viewed as an ad·
we can compress the ocean within the· limits ditional indication, a providential hint, that
of a thimble, then may we comprehend the the knowledge of the true God is to be uni-
foreknowledge of God, or any other infin. versal. Of cours we refer to the invention
ity: but, questions of religious privilege and of printing.
duty, are plain, so that the wayfaring man, This deeply iuteresting century through-
though a simpleton, need not err. out must ever be viewed in two very differ-

A. RAINES. ent lights. Frst, as an ever-shifting scene

BY c. ANDERSON, OF ENGLAND.
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of agitation among all the nations of Eu- ceded. It at last suggested the necessity
rope, in their connexion with Italy; and then for a General Council, so that, during the
as the era so distinguished for the revival first half of the fifteenth century, Council8
of learning and the invention of printing. became the order of the day. The first, held
HawaII this, so far as Britain was concern- at Pisa in 1409, tried to heal the breach by
ed, is to be regarded as only an introduction deposing both Pontiffs, (Gregory XII. and
to the printing of the Sacred Volume in our Benedict XIII.,) and choosing a third, 'or
vernacular tongue, will appear when the Alexander V., in which decision England
century has passed away. acquiesced, but Scotland still dissented. AI-

Generally speaking, it has been said, that exander, a ,feeble character, was succeeded
this was the period when "the relations of in 1410, or next year, by Balthasar Cossa,
governments with each other began to be or J( hn XXIII., a man as distinguished
more frequent, regular, and permanent." It for violence of temper as licentiousness of
was the season for great combinations, morals. Three :'years after he summoned a
whether for peace or for war, in which the Council to meet at Rome, but so far from
Pontiff must now come down, and form tbis city being attractive at that time, only
merely one of the parties on either side. a few attended to the call. The consequence

• This course operated powerfully in favor of was, that, although his Council sat from the
civil states, while no other authority in Eu- close of 1412 to the 11th of June following,
rope exhibited such occasional marks ofim- no other business was accomplished save
potence, or waning political influence, as some condemnation of the writings of Wick·
that of Rome. Iliffe.

The fifteenth century, however, still re- In the year following a far more imposing
quires to be considered half and half, as there Council was held at Constance, wl,ere the
was a material difference between the first man who had sat in judgment upon W ick-
and the second. During the first, wc see the liffe must be himself condemned, though not
continuance of the great Western schism, on that account. John was deposed, how.
the union of the Eastern and \Vestern ever, and Gregory XII" who had stood out
Churches before they were shaken to the for five years, or ever since his deposition
ground, closing with the noted licentions at Pisa, abdicated; but Peter de Luna, Ben-
jubilee, under Nicholas V., at Rome in edict XIII., still held fast by his claim; and,
1450. During the second, we are engross- whoever withdrew from him, Scotland would
ed by other affairs. The fall of the Greek not. Thus it curiously happened that, for two
Empire, the rapid progress of literature in years and four months, from July 1415, the
Italy, and the invention of printing in Ger- only Pontiff in existence was a deposed one,
many. All these were so many preparatives, and the only kingdom or province that ad-
for the emancipation of the human mind, or hered to him in the end, was Scotland! It
that war of opinion by which the sixteenth was during this strange period that the mer-
century was to be so distinguished. its of Wickliffe were afresh discus8ed and

But to return, and commence with the condemned, not by an individual Pontiff,
great schism. It continued without inter- bnt a Gcneral Council; and to such an ex-
ruption for fifty-one years, from 1378 to ecrable length did they proceed, that though
1429, though the consequences were deep- our translator had now been in his grave
ly felt by the Pontiff for twenty years long full thirty years, they ordered his bones to
er. This could not fail to operate power_ be dug up, (ifthcl could be distinguished),
fully on the whole of Europe. It was the and burnt to ashes. Their spite was not, in-
first"shaking" of the l1ations,before the com- deed, immediately gratified, for what reason
ing of Him, to whom all nations should turn. does not appear; but so mcan is the malice
This noted schism has been called great, to of the wicked, that,thirteen years aftenmrds,
distinguish it from all those which had pre- Martin V., whom this Council was about to
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elect, sent peremptory orders to have the choosing its own Pontiff! The Council of
sentence strictly fulfilled. Thus, nearly Basil, deposing Eugenius, chose for their
forty.four years after his dissolution, they head the retired Duke of Savoy, who as-
attempted it, burning certain bones pre- sumed the title of Felix V.
sumed to be Wickliffe's and throwing the A moment such as had not occurred for
ashes into the Swift, an adjoining brook, nearly seventy years, or since 13i8-a mo-
which runs into the Severn. ment favorable to the sovereignty of the

The bones of the ill ustrious dead having Pontiff, now at last arrived. It was the ae-
been solemnly denounced, the Council then cession of Nicholas V., in March 1447, as
proceeded to the living, or the well known the successor of Eugenius. Even after
disciple of Wickliffe, John Huss: and on this, indeed, a rival still remained; but the
the 6th 9f July 1415, they condemned him Emperor interposed, and in April 1449,
to be burnt, as they also did his fellow-coun- securing the retirement and renunciation of
tryman, Jerome of Prague, in May 1416. Felix to all claims, the pontifical authority
'lhese men of violence and blood, having at once rose to aheight which it had not en-
thus covered themselves with never-dying joyed for many years. The jubilee of 1450,
infamy, were very eager to I.have rendered a scene of riot and licentiousness, to which
their sittings periodical, and the Council a people from all parts of Europe came,
pcrmanent branch of their church constitu- seemed not only to prove that Rome was an
tion; but at last having elected Otho Colon- attractive point of union still, but that the
na as Pontiff, on the 11th ofN ovember 1417, Pontiff might lift up his head once more,
he took the name of Martin V., and the and say, "1 sit secure, and shall see no
Council broke up in April 1418. sorrow." Assailed, for above seventy years,

This man,howcver,still had arival in BE'ne- from without and from within-from with-
dict, till November 1424; nay, in Clement out by the influence of \Vickliffe and HIlSS,

VIII., chosen as his successor, who did not and from within by men of the Pontiff's own
resign till July 1429. Martin dying in 1431, order-still there seemed to be little or
before the close of the year, another Gener- nothing lost. General Councils had wran-
eral Council had assembled at Basil, which gled for many years, though, as such, they
did not dissolve for twelve years. To any had now failed, and there will be no Gen-
P~)Dtiff, these were seasons of anxiety, and eral Council now, tilL long after a very
by no means in favour of any claim to infal· different scene has opened on the world.
libility, but this Council assumed a tone But still though they had failed, it was
hitherto unknown. Not only asserting the only in one sense. 'fhe principles then and
supremacy of a Council, but divesting the there broached could not die. The princi-
Pontiff of several highly-valued and ac- pIes maintaincd, especially at Basil, contin-
knowledged rights; they prohibited him ued to operate throughout the rest of this
from creating new cardinals, and suppressed century, and in a way so obnoxious to Rome,
a large portion of his reveuue, arising from as to agitate every successive Pontiff. They
the first year's income on all benefices. Eu- were these principles, and more especially
genius IV., the successor of Martin, at the tenet, that the authority of a General
length feeling this assembly so irksome Council was superior to that of the Pontiff,
an-i untoward, tried to hold another Coun- which sug~e$ted to the Sovereign of France,
eil, first at Ferrara, in 1438, and then at Charles VII., what was styled "the prag-
Florence in the following year; ~o that as matic sanction" in 1438, while Germany
there had been Pontiff against Pontiff for had adopted it in 1439; both Sovereigns
many years, and each of them chcosing his having made it the law of their respective .•
own cal'dinals j the world was now kept kingdoms. Germany, indeed, had bowed
awake by Council against Council, de- alleginnce before the jubilee, but France
Douncing each othp,r, and each of them would not. This "sanction," like the stat-
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utes of provisors and prremunire in Eng- valist of classical learning; and truly the
land, was meant to operate powerfully in first buds of promise in the fourteenth, were
preventing the wealth of France from flow- as nothing to the full blown garden of the
ing into Italy j a mode of resistance to fifteenth century. In the first years of its
pontifical authority, to which that power commencement, individual natives of Greece
was ever most tenderly alive~ The King of were finding their way into that country,
France might occasionally waver, as did nay, from about the year 1395, their lan-
Louis XL, when Eneas Sylvias, or Pius guage was taught in Florence and Venice,
II., wept for joy j but then the Parliament in Milan and Genoa, by Emanuel Chryso-
of Paris must now also be acknowledged, loras. The Pontiff chosen in 1409, Alex-
and they firmly resisted. One Pontiff after ander V., was a Grecian by birth. The
another might denounce the measure, as whole lives of Italian scholars, we are told,
they did also the English statutes, but still were now devoted to the recovery of an-
there was no change throughout this cen- cient works, and the revival of philology;
tury. No change, till one obscure individ- while the discovery of an unknown manu-
ual was raised up in this country, and an- script, was regarded says Tiraboschi, "11.1-
other in Germany, who, under God, were t.o most as the conquest of a kingdom." But
accomplish a work, to which neither Kings "that ardor which animated Italy in the
nor General Councils wer~ equal or dis- first part of the fifteenth century, was by
posed. no means common to the rest of Europe.

But if subjects such as these engrossed Neither England, nor France, nor Germany,
or agitated the masses of men; there was a seemed aware of the approaching change."
movement on the part of individuals, and So says Mr'. Hallam, in perfect harmony
these possessing no civil, no official power with Sismondi. Learning, indeed, such as
whatever j another influence of a far more it was, had even begun to decline at Ox-
powerful, penetrating, and enduring charac- ford, but the eastern empire was now has-
ter, by which this century was distinguish- tening to its end, and in 1453, came the fall
ed. In the midst of such a thorny maze, of Constantinople. Long, therefore, before
or perpetual convulsion, on the Continent, the close of the century, the roads to Italy
it might certainly have been presumed that will be crowded with many a traveler, and
there was not one moment left for anything among the number we shall find that Eng-
else; but there is yet that other view of lishmen, though the most distant, were not
this century, to which any reader must now the last to hasten after classical attain-
be glad to escape. Forming such a contrast ments. Native Italians, we are perfectly
to these broils, and going forward, not by Iaware, have been jealous of our ascribing
connivance, but in open day, it is like an- too much to the event just hinted, but there
other world; although, before long, both I can be no question that, in its consequences,
courses will turn out to have been in per- it proved the first powerful summons to Eu-
feet harmony with the great end in view. rope to awake. On the sacking of Con-
Ancient prejudices, and certain long-fixed stantinople, we know of five vessels at least,
associations of the mind, were shaken to that were loaded with the learned men of
the root, by the events at which we have Greece, who escaped into Italy. Of course•already glanced j but for the entrance of they brought their most valued treasure, or
new ideas, and the notable reception of Di- their books, with them i and thus by one
vine Truth itself, Providence was preparing and another, as well as the eager Italian
at the same time, or throughout the entire himself, a stock of manuscript was accumu-
century. lated on Italian ground, which 'Yas just

The triumph oj Classical Learning. about to be honored with a reception, very
We have already conceded to Italy the different, indeed, from that of being slowly

precedence which she claims, as the revi- increased by. the pen of the copyist! Italy
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thus became tile point of attraction to all
Europe. But how singular that the schol-
ars of the west, as with common consent,
should hasten t9 this one country for that
learning, over the effects of which, the
chief authority there, though so pleased at
first, was afterwards to bewail, nay, to
mourn for ages, or to the present hour I

While, however, Italian scholars were
thus busy, and leaving the Pontiff to fight
his own battles, they were but little aware
of what was preparing for them elsewhere.
They were in fact more ignorant of this,
than the western scholar had been of their
thirst for learning; and was there no indi-
cation here, of but one guiding, one all-
gracious power?

The Invention of Printing.

An obscure German had been revolving
in his mind, the first principles of an art,
applicable to any language on the face of
the earth, which was to prove the most im-
portant discovery in the annals of mankind.
At the moment when they were storming
Constantinople in the east, he was thus
busy; spending all his substance, in plying
his new art with vigor upon a book, and
upon such a BOOK! Neither Kings, nor
Pontiffs, nor Councils had been, or were
to be, consulted here; nor was he encour-
aged to proceed by one smile froJU his
own Emperor, or from any princely patron.

No mechanical invention having proved
so powerful in its effects as that of printing,
it is not wonderful that so much research
has been bestowed on the history of its
origin and progress. The precise order in
which some particular cities first enjoyed
its advantages, still continues to afford room
for minute criticism, but the progress of in-
quiry has reduced the field of controversy
to a very narrow compass. A better his-
tory of the art, indeed, and more especially
of its curious and rapid progress through-
out Europe, may, and should ~till, be writ-
ten; but the general results already ascer-
tained, have now approached to such accu-
racy, as to suggest. and justify several im-
portant and striking reflections. These

results demand our notice at the close of
the century, as they will be found to involve
one important bearing on the subsequent
history of the Sacred Volume, when it
came to be first printed in the vernacular
tongue.

MENTZ,in the Duchy of Hesse (Mayence
or Mainz,) on the left bank of the Rhine,
and four hundred miles from Vienna, may
be regarded as the mother city of printing;
and although three individuals shared the
hcnor of perfecting the art on the same
spot, if not under the same roof, the inven-
tion itself is due to only one man. Henne
Grensfleisch, commonly called John Guten-
berg, (.A.nglice, Goodhill,) the individual
referred to, was born in Mentz, not' Stras-
burg, as sometimes stated, about the year
1400; but. in 1424, he had taken up his
llbode in the latter city as a merchant.
About ten years after this, or in 1435, we
have positive evidence that his invention,
t'hen a profound secret, engrossed his
thoughts; and here, in conjunction with
one Andrew Dritzehen and two other citi-
zens, all bound to secrecy, Gutenberg had
made some experiments in printing with
metal types before the year 1439. By this
time DrHzehen was dead; and in six or
seven years more, the money embarked be-
ing exhausted, not one fragment survives in
proof of what they had attempted. Guten-
berg, returning to his native city in 1445-6,
he found it absolutely necessary to disclose
his progress. More money was demanded,
if ever he was to suc6eed; and having once
opened his mind fully to a citizen, a gold-
smith of Mentz, John Fust, he engaged to
co-operate by affording the needful ad-
vances. At last, therefore, between the
years 1450 and 1455, for it has no date,
their first great work was finished. This
was no other than the Bible itself !-th~
Latin Bible. Altogether unknown to the
rest of the world, this was what had been
doing at Mentz, in the West, when Constan-
tinople, in the East, was storming, and the
Italian "brief men," or copyists, were so
very busy with their pens. This Latin
Bible, of 641 leaves, formed the first im



122 THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN

portant specimen of printing with metal I Like almost all original inventors, Guten-
types. The very first homage was to be· berg made nothing by the discovery, at
paid to that SACRED VOLUME,which had which he had labored for at least twenty
been sacrilegiously buried, nay, interdicted years, from 1435 to 1455. The expensee
so long; as if it had been, with pointing had been very great; and, in the course of
finger} to mark at once t11e greatest honor busin.ess, after the Bible was finished, the
ever to be bestowed on the art, and infinite- inventor was in debt to the goldsmith, who,
ly the highest purpose to which it was ever though opulent, now exhibited a char:wter
to be applied. Nor was this all. Had it certainly not to be admired. He insisted on
been a single page, or even an entire sheet Gutenberg paying up his debt; and, having
which was then produced, there might have him in his power, actually instituted a suit
been less occasion to have noticed it; but against him, when, in the course of law,
there was something in the whole charac- the whole printing apparatus fell into Fust's
ter of the affair which, if not unprecedent- possession, on the 6th of November 1455.
ed, rendered it singular in the usual current According to Trithemius, one of the best
of human events. This Bible formed two authorities, poor Gutenberg had spent hill
volumes in folio, which have been "justly whole estate in this difficult discovery; but
praised for the strength and beauty of the still, not discouraged, he contrived to print

.paper, the exactness of the register, the till 1465, though on a humbler scale.-
lustre of the ink." It was a work of 1282 Having been appointed by Adolphus the
pages, finely executed-a most laborious Elector of :Mentz one of his. gentlemen,
process, involving not only a considerabl~e (1:nfe,' aulicos,), with an annual pension, he
period of time, but no small amonnt of was less dependent on an art which to him
mental, manual, and mechanical labor; and had been a source of trouble, if not of vex-
yet, now that it had been finished, and now ation. He died in the city of his birth in
offered for sale, not a single human being, February 1468.
save the artists themselves, knew llOw it had Fust 11ad,from 1456, pursued his advan-
been accomplished! The profound secret tage, and with great vigor, having adopted
remained with themselves, while the entire as his acting partner Peter Schoeffer, (An-
process was probably still confined to the glice, Shepherd,) a young man of genius,
bosom of only two or three! already trained to the business, to whom he

Of this splendid work, in two volumes, at afterwards gave his daughter in marriage.
least 18 copies are known to exist, four on The types employed hitherto had been made
vellum, and fourteep. on paper. Of the of brass, cut by the hand. An advance to
former, two are in this country, one of the present mode of producing types by
which is in the Grenville collection; the letter-founding was still wanted, and the
other two are in the Royal Libraries of art of cutting steel punches and casting
Paris and Berlin. Of the fourteen paper matrices has been ascribed to Schoeffer.
copies there are ten in Britain: three in The first publication of Fust and Schoef-
public libraries at Oxford, London, ~nd fer was a beautiful edition of the Psalms,
Edin burg, and seven in the private collec- still in Latin, finished on the 14th of Au-
tions of different noblemen and gentlemen. gust 1457, and there was a second in 1459;
The vellum copy has been sold as low as but the year 1462 arrived, and this was a
£260, though in 1827, as high as £504 marked and decisive era in the history of
sterling Eyen the paper Sussex copy this extraordinary invention; not merely
lately brought £190. Thus, as if it had for a second edition of the Latin Bible, in
been to mark the noblest purpose to which two volumnes folio, dated 1462, and now
the art would ever be applied, the FIRST executed according to the improved state of
Boo!,; printed wifl~ moveable metal types, and the art; but on account of what took place
80 beautifully, was the BIBLE. in Mentz at the same moment.
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A change had arrived, far from being an·, into Italy, to Jom the already awakened
ticipated by these the inventors of printing, Italian .scholars: Menlz also is takcn, and
and one which they, no doubt, regarded as the art of printing spreads over Europe,
the greatest calamity which could have be- with a rapidity, which still excites astonish-
fallen them. Gutenberg had been the father ment.
of printing, and Schoeffer the main im- This city, once deprived, by the sword of
prover of it, while Fust, not pnly by his the conqueror, of those laws and privileges
ingenuity, but his wealth, had assisted which belonged to it as a member of the
both; but all these men were bent upon Rhenish Commercial Confederation; all
keeping the art secret j and, left to them- previous ties or obligations between master
selves, unquestionably they would have con· and servant were loosened, and oaths of
fined the printing press to Mentz as long as secrecy imposed under a former regime,
they lived. Fust and Schoeffer, however, were at an end. Amidst the confusion that
especially eager to acquire wealth, had reo ensued, the operative printers felt free to
solved to proceed in a very unhallowed accept of invitations from any quarter. But
course, by palming off their productions as whither will they bend their steps, or ,in
manuscripts, that so they might obtain a what direction will the art proceed ?__
larger price for each copy. The glory of Where will it meet with its warmest wel-
promoting or extending the art must now, come, and in which capital of Europe will
therefore, be immediately and suddenly it be first established? 'l'hereadcr may aUlici-
taken from them. Invention, of whatever pate that the welcome camc from Italy, but
character, like Nature itself, is but a name it is still more observable, that the first cap-
for an effect, whose c3;use is God. The in ital was Rome! Yes, after the capture of
genuity He gives to whomsoever He will Mentz, Rome and its vicil1lty, the city of
but He still reigns over the invention, and the future Index ExpUl'gatoriIlS, gave IllOst
directs its future progress. At this crisis, cOl'dial welcome. The art, while in its cra-
therefore, just as if to make the refcrence to dIe in 'Italy, must be nursed under the in-
Himself more striking, and upon our part quisitive and much amused eye of the
more imperative, we have only to observe Pontiff himself!
what then took place, and the consequences •
which immediately followed.

Fust and Schoeffer had completed their
first dated Bible, of 1462, but this very
year the city of Mentz must be invaded.
Like Constantinople, it was taken by storm, WO~IAN'SINFLUENCEON THE OCEAN.-
and by a member too of that body, who in Forty-two captains of thc whaling fleet in
future times so lamented over the effects of the Pacific have their families on ship- board.
printing. This was the Archbishop, or The average catch of nine of these ships
Adolphus, already mentioned. The con- was seven hundred and fifty barrels, while
sequences were immediate, and afford an the average catch of the fleet was five hun-
impressive illustiration of that ease with dred and seventy-five barrels. If the pres-
which Providence accoumplishes its mighti- ence of a wife inspires a man with courage
est operations. The mind of Europe was and enterprise on land, why may not her
to be roused to action, and materials suffi- power be equally great on the ocean? And
cient to engage all its activity, must not be may we not hope that her presence may so
wanting. But this demanded nothing more harmonize life on ship-board, that severities
than the capture of two cities, and these may be lessened, and the ferocities which
two, far distant from each other! If when have disgraced both cabin and forecastle
Constantinople fell in the east, the Greeks, disappear before her benign and redeeming
with their manuscripts and learning, rushed influence?

.-.-
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using it on trivial occasions, as not only a
profane levity in itself, but tending to de-
stroy that reverence for the Supreme Majes-
ty which ought to prevail in society, and to
dwell in our own hearts."

"An oath," says Webster, "is a solemn "The administration of oaths supposes
affirmation, or declaration made with an ap- that God will punish false swearing with
peal to God, for the truth of what is affirm- more severity than a simple lie or breach of
ed. The appeal to God in an oath implies promise; for which belief there are the
that the person imprecates his vengeance, following reasons:
and renounces his favor, if the declaration 1. Perjury is a sin of greater delibera-
is false; or, if the declaration is a promise, tion. .
the person invokes the vengeance of God 2. It violates a superior confidence.
if he should fail to fullill it." 3. God directed the Isnelites to swear by

From another author we collect the fol. his name, (Deut. vi. 13-20.,) and was pleas-
lowing: "A solemn invocation of a supe- ed to confirm his covenant with that people,
rior power, admitted to be acquainted with by an oath: neither of which, it is proba-
all the secrets of our hearts, with our in- ble, he would have done, had he not intend-
ward thoughts as well as outward actions, ed to represent oaths as having some mean-
to witness the truth of what we assert, and ing and effect beyond the obligation of a
to inflict his vengeance upon us if we assert bare promise."
what is not true, or promise what we do not In connexion with the above, let the
mean to perform. Almost all nations, following remarks be well considered:
whether savage or civilized, whether enjoy- 1. Without true heartednes8, we can nei-
ing the light of revelation, o~ led only by ther serve God acceptably, nor perform
the light of reason, knowing the import- well our duties to man, in the diversified
ance of truth, and willing to obtain a bar- relations of life. "Let us draw near," says
rier against falsehood, have had recourse to the apostle, "with true hearts." And he
oaths, by which they have endeavored to could say, "We have corrupted no man, we
make men fearful of uttering lies, under the have wronged no man, we have defrauded
dread of an avenging Deity. Among no man;" and "pray for us; for we trust
Christians, an oath is a solemn appeal for that we have a good conscience in all
the truth of our assertions, the sincerity of things: willing also to live honestly."
our promises, and the fidelity. of our en- How different from fal8e heartedness! A
gagements to the one only God, the Judge man with a big black lie, or the principles
of the whole earth, who is every where which give rise to it, in his heart, differs
present, and sees, and hears, and knows, from the true hearted, as an imp from a
whatever is said, or d<>ne,or thought, in seraph, or a demon from the archangel.
any part of the world. Such is the being Lying is one of the worst attributes of Sa-
whom Christians, when they take an oath, tan: and, hence, it is said in holy writ, that
invoke to bear testimony to the truth of "whosoever loveth, or maketh a lie, shall
their words, and the integrity of their have his part in the lake that burneth with
hearts. Surely, then, if oaths be a matter fire and brimstone."
of so much moment, it will behoove us not 2. True heartedness is a production of
to treat them with levity, nor ever to take truth. "Sanctify them," said the Savior,
them without due consideration. Hence, "thrcugh thy truth." "Ye have purified
we ought, with the greatest vigilance to re- your souls," said Peter, "in obeying the
frain from :mingling oaths in our ordinary truth." We "receive the love of the truth
discourse, and from associating the name of that we may be saved." This truth, im-
God with low or disgusting ima~es, or planted in the human heart, produces "some

THE SANCTITY AND OBLIG4-TIONS OF
OATHS.
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thirty, some sixty, and some an hundred
fold;" and being at all points antagonistic
to faleehood, and having the mastery over
it, the individual thus receiving the truth,
has truth ingrained in,to, and a part of his
moral nature, is possessed of a true heart,
becomes a hater of lies, "abhors iniquity,
and cleaves to that which is good;" and,
consequently, in being saved from sin in
general, and from ordinary lying in partic-
ular, he is preserved infallibly, so long as
he loves the truth against perjury, which we
take to be the superlative of lying!-a
rank, and often a rankerous weed, sprout-
ing from the moral rottenness of a mean, a
false, a degenerate heart! What a pity, a
thousand pities, that truth, especially ·'the
truth as it is in' Jesus," has not been more
highly appreciated.

3. There is nothing in th" universe per-
manent, unless underpropped and sustained
by truth. The earth and the heavens will
flee away, but the word of the Lord en-
dureth forever, What security for life,
character, property, should perjury become
general? What security for liberty, either
civil or religious? Without truthfulness,
in so far as human instrumentality is con-
cerned, all our institutions, nay, all our
precious rights and privileges, are founded
upon the crumbling crust of a volcano of
monster passions and appetites; and obli-
gations become a rope of sand, crumbling
at the toueh of every earth-born selfish in-
terest. Go to France, and contemplate the
reign of terror, and witness an attempt to
govern a nation without the restraints of
religion, and you will perceive that without
religion to give sanctity and obliga'tion to
oaths, and to restrain the. evil propensities
of the human heart, civil government can
Dotbe maintained.

4. "An oath, for confirmation," is said
by Paul, "to be an end of all strife,"-only
among those, however, who recognize in
their hearts and consciences, the tremen-
dous obligations of an oath; only among
th08e, who like David's good man, in the
fifteenth Psalm, swear to their own hurt,
and never change! Not among such as

"swear to tell the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth," and to g.ive
their oath an apparent sanctity, and in com-
pliance with the forms of law, say. at the
close, "So help me God," whilst their fixed
determination is, that in so far as their oath
might conflict with their worldly interests,
or partlalities, they will tell as little truth
as possible. Not among those who swear
with "a mental reservation," Those who
thus swear, practice a stupendous fraud in
the very act, the turpitude of which is as
broad as the interests involved, and as high
as is the throne of Him who is called to wit-
ness the transaction, llJld as black as the
nethermost pit of pitchy and eternal dark-
ness. Call on God to witness that you are
telling the truth, when you know that you
are acting the part of a deceiver! Call on
G~d to withhold from you all that is good,
and to inflict upon you all that is evil, if
you do not, "to the best of your knowl-
edge, tell the whole truth," and then, de-
liberately, and with fixed intent, through
some sinister motive, withhold a part of
the truth I-he who would do this, we may
well say:

"Is fit for trea,ons, stratagems and spoils."

His oath confirm!! nothing but his own de-
pravity; and, as such invokes the vengeance
of God, it is probable that they will, in due
time, ~rink to its bitter dregs, the unmixed
cup of the righteous wrath of Almighty
God. .

5. The germinal principle of all sin was
a lie. It was hatched, by some mysterious
operation, in the bosom of an angel of
light, whom it forthwith constituted an an-
gel of darkness. "He abode not in the
truth, because there was no truth in him,"
and becoming "the father of lit s," he be-
came the father of sin. Hence, sin is said
to be "the works of the devil." First the
contagion spread among those angels "who
kept not their first estate." Theee were
cast down to hell. Next, our first mother
is deceived. Adam next conceives the lie
and falls. Thus the flood-gate of all abom-
inations was opened upon our world to the
latest generation i the whole viperous
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brood having for their seminal principle a
lie. From its incipiency the tide of cor-
rUl'tion broadened and deepened, for more
than sixteen centuries, and it is broadening
and deepening still. A check was put upon
it, in the first instvnce, by a flood of water,
and at the last, a perpetual end shall be put
to it by a flood of fire. But whither do I
roam '1 Sin is not a. thing to be parIied
with. It is like the letting out of water:
at first, like a diminutive stream breaking
over the level; but, as it displaces the sand
in it~ course, its volume becomes larger and
larger; it runs; it rushes with greater im
petuosity. It dashes onward with resistless
fury, and spreads terror and desolation and
destruction in its course. So it is with sin.
The pettiest theft may prepare for a great-
er, and this for a stilI greater, and so on ad
infinitum. The first draught of ardent spir-
its prepares for the second, and this for the
third, and so on, until its victim dies a sot.
Thus one lie, or one profane oath, prepares
for another! The heart meanwhile "being
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin," until
the sinner being goaded on by passion, or
appetite, or both, rushes into the commis-
sion of perjury; and, it may be, if he es-
capes the temporal, or civil penalty due his
crime, will think that he has done a very
smart thing!! A lie, cherished in the
heart, enervates the whole moral constitu.
tion of man; and, whether it exhibits it-
self in the breach of an ordinary promise,
or in that almost total want of punctuality,
which characterizes not a few of our race,
its primal principle is the same, and the
same its tendency and its goal!

6. The flippant manner in which oaths
are frequently, not to say commonly admin-
istered, is altogether in very bad taste. In
.the usual Gilpin style of running over the
words of oaths, t!lere is certainly nothing
to impress the mind with solemnity; and,
it seems a question of very great doubt
whcther even the mind of the administra-
tor is much impressed. Hence, like many
formalities, practiMd by many religionists,
it is utterly powerless. Add to this, the fre-
quency of oaths, administered on compara-

tively trivial occasions, and we need no'
wonder, if in innumerable instances, they
should have but little influence on the sub-
sequent conduct of those to whom they are
administered. In these respects a greai
reformation is called for: and in all re-
spects the fear and love of God are abso-
lute pre-requisites to insure fidelity to our
oaths. What we term honor, may, in many
instances, assist efficiently in this essential
work, but there ire so many counterfeits in
this department, that without an unfeigned
faith, relative to the eternal judgment, it is
not much to be relied upon.

To conclude: Whether an oath taken by
compulsion is binding, or whether a man
ought not to die rather than to take an oath
by compulsion, with the terms or'which he
does not intend to comply, are questions of
casuistry, with which I have no inclination
to meddle, at this sitting. Brcthren, "grace,
mercy and peace to all who love our Lord
Jesus Christ in sincerity."

A. RAINES.

•••••

HOME DELIGHTS.-"N 0 man can tell,"
says Taylor, "but he that loves his chil-
dren, how many delicious accents make a
man's heart dance in their pretty conversa-
tion: their childishness, their stammering,
their little angers, their innocence, their
imperfection, their necessities, are so many
little emanations of joy and comfort to him
that delights in their person and society."

"I have always loved," says Lamartine,
"to know the homes and the domestic cir-
cumstances of those with wcom I have any
thing to do in the wodd. It is a part of
themselves; it is a second external physi-
ognomy, which gives the key to their dis-
position and destiny."
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blessing in the house of the Lord. But
when these brethren start to findtheil' Chris·
tians among the sects, they find them unim-
nursed, and their main defense is on the
ground, that these are unbaptizPd Christians,
and becanse they are Christians, they should

We aim to give our readers a pretty full commune with the disciples. They do not
and fair exhibit of what is appearing, of re- defend open communion or commuuion with
ligious interest especially from among the the pe·ople of the world, or any who are not
brethren. To do this, we have spread out Christians. They perfectly agree with uS,that
in full in our columns, oflast week and this, the communion is in the house of the Lord
the articles of brethren Pendleton and Er- an item of worship, for Christians, the people
rett, in defense of tl1eir previous articles, of God, and nobody elsc; but they maintain
nnder the head, "Communion with the that these are unbaptized Uhristians, peo-
Sects," with their definitions of their posi- pIe of God, saints, and that they may com-
Lionand explanations, all of which, we trust, mune because they an such.
has been carefully read. These are lengthy Now a man ma.y discuss Ilny subjec un-
documents, and we are assured there is more der a certain heading, whcther indicated in
yet to be said. Let us then, be patient, the heading or not, but a proper heading in-
take our time for it and examine what has dicates the subject treated. It does not ne-
been said, before we trouble ourselves about· cessarily affirm, or deny, or even ask a ques-
what is yet to come. tion, but, as we have seen, the former head·

I. The first thing to be noticed is the ing does not in any degree indicate the sub·
original heading, "COMMUNIONWITH THE ject of the articles under it. It was, there-
SECTS." Bro. Pendleton has taken the re- fore, no "fallacious lJlay upon an accident-
sponsibility of the heading. He remarks, what logicians call jallacia accidentis." but
"That the general heading in the case, neith- a complete misnomer in the heading. This,
er affirms nor denies-it only suggests gen- however, is a matter of but little consequence
erally the subject eonsid.ered." That is -a mere oversight.
certainly the case with a proper 11eading; We desire no confusion of ideas in refer.
but when brethren Pendleton and Errett ence to the position of brethren Pendleton
(lome to define their position, they have and Errett, and therefore, state farther, that
nothing to do with the question of "com- it is not in reference to there being a people
muning with the sects," and consider no of God among the sects, in Ba.bylon, whom
question of that sort. They do not consid. the Lord calls upon to come out of her.
er even the question of communing with sec- That thcre arc Christians among thc sects,
tarians, much less with the sects. When a people of God in Babylon, we have be-
pressed to the wall, and their position ex- ]jeved, admitted, and committed to print
plained, they do not even allow us to say, many years ago, and we believe the same·
they invite or urge, sects or sectarians to now. That thcse have a right to commune
commune with us; but simply, that Chis- and enjoy, in common with all Christians,
nans from among the sects, when they meet all the blessings of the housc of the Lord,
with us, may, on their own responsibility, the we presume is not doubted by any brother.
church neither inviting nor debarring them, The simple question is, are thel'c unbaptized
a>mmune with us. And has no-t that been CMistians? This is short and easy, and all
admitted among us from the beginning? the question there is in the case, so far as
Certainly it has, and we never doubted, nor we are concerned. We to not come forward
do we now doubt, that Cltristians, from and volunteer to prove that there are no un·
among the sects, or from any place, baptized Christians, or to maintain or sustain
may commune,. or participate in any other. any negative propositron of that kind. The

REWIEW OF BRETHERN PENDLETON
AND ERRETT.



128 TH.I!J AMERWAN CHRISTIAN

brethren stand in the affirmative, and, as the kingdom, in Christ, received of the Lord,
matter in hand is one concerning which we and pardoned before baptisn, or without
must practice in some way, we have nothing baptism, then it cannot be proved that they
to do but look for their proof, that there are are Christians before, or without baptism,
unbaptized Ohristians. If they will make and persons who cannot be shown to btl
this one matter clear, sustain this, their af- Christians, certainly cannot be shown to be
fimative, to our satisfaction-show that the communicants. This brings us out to their
Lord has received unbaptized persons, par- last resort--to prove that there are Christiana
doned them, and that they are child;en of not baptized, or that persons become Chris-
God, we will not stop where they do, coolly tians without baptism. Thisis no new po-
refusing to invite or debar them, but will sitionj nor have these brethren introduced
maintain the{,. right not only to commune, any new arguments, or better than those we
but to be received into the full fellowship of have encountered from many others, especi-
the church. Hit can be clearly shown that ally Dr. Rice and Mr. Merrill.
the Lord receives persons without baptism, III. Grant the argument of the brethren
pardons them and that they are his children and the position to which it tends-that
-that they are Christians-we too, will there are Christians not baptized, pardoned,
unite in maintaining, that baptism "is not justified and accepted by the Lord, and the
unconditl:onally necessa,ry and essential," as a plan of salvation is unsettled, the terms of
prerequisite to a communicant, nor even pardon thrown into confusion, and the
membership in the church. We can not be- question comes up, When were they are par-
lieve that baptism can be an essential to doned? Yes, and other questions quickly
membership or communion, and not to be- follow, such as, Where were theypalidoned?
ing a Christian. Shall a church refuse to Where is the evidence that they were par-
receive those whom the Lord receives? Who doned? How can it be shown that they
arc Christians? were p;1i'doned? If it can be shown that

II. Bro, Errett's new heading evidently one man was pardoned, without baptism, or '
indicates more than he defends, and it may before baptism, and made a Christian, why
be, as in the case of Bro. Pendletoe, more may it not be shown that another and an-
than h~ meant. As the reader will observe, other, and so on indefinitely, is also pardon-
his twelve pages in the "Harbinger" are ed without baptism? And is not this open-
headed, "LIMITS OF RELIGIOUS FELLOW- ing the flood-gates for the old system of
SHIP." If we understand him, he makes seeking, mourning and doubting-throwing
the communion and the limits of religious the entire matter into uncertainty, confu-
fellowship extend to all Christians. In this sion and mysticism, so that it can not be
we agree with him. But when he under- determined who is in the kingdom of God
takes to find his Christians, he find the tallest, and who is not?' Is it not as certain as cer-
most exalted and praiseworthy of them un- tainty can be, that the result would be to
baptized, This narrows the argument down set the public mind to watching inward im-
to a single point, removes all obscurity pulses, dreams and voices, or anything and
from it and leaves it a tangiblce question. everything but the promise of God, fOT an
Can these brethren show that the Lord re- assurance of pardon. Unsettle the minds of

.ceives, or pardons persone without baptism, the brethren, in regard to the terms of par-
or before they are baptized? If they can, don thus making it uncertain where the
then they are Christians, disciples of Christ, penitent comes to remission of sins, and
and in the kingdom, and not only have a open the way for the people to look for par-
right to commune, but an equal right to cn- don any place and every place, and one
joy any other privilege in the kingdom, or grand item of the labor of the brotherhood,
even to be'received into the church itself. during the past forty years, is sunk and dis-
If it cannot be shown that persons are in the carded forever, The Lord promises the
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penitent pardon upon his confession and [t is evident that persons must have the spir-
baptism. When, with his whole heart he it of ob ience, but this is invisible to us,
(Jomes, in the spirit of obedience, obeys unless evinced by obedience itself. We can
from the heart that form of doctrine deliv- not see the spirit of obedience, especially so
ered to him by the Lord, he comes to the long as a person continues in disobedience
promise of the Lord, rests his soul up- to the clearest requirements of heaven.
on it, and through faith in the promise, he V. 'fhe persons the brethren are trying
enjoys remission of sins. But he who tries to prove to be Christians, who have never
to make it appear that men are Ohristians, been baptized, they excuse on the ground
or pardoned before they come to that that they do not understand baptism. But
promise, in the Lord's positive appointment, we should think that a person who cannot
is, to the extent of his effort, throwing the be induced to understand the simplest and
question of pardon into the confusion of easiestrequirement--a commandment under-
former times, and will immediately com- stood by thousands of Jews sufficiently well
mence seeking, trying to produce, as well to submit to it on the same day on which
as inducing others to seek and try to pro- they heard the first gospel sermon, certain-
duce other evidences of pardon than the un- Iy would be but poorly prepared to under-
failing promise of God. stand the communion. It is surely, to say

IV. The Lord has not set us to looking at the least of it, as easy to understand bap-
Clthe spirit of obed:ence" and "the hearts" tism, so as rightly to submit to the com-
of men. He looks at these himself, and he mand to be baptized, as it is to understand
can act upon them; but"we can not. Henec the cammunion so as rightly to observe it.
he has appointed visible actionS for men to If any person's intelligenc~ is so limited, or
perform, in obedience to divine law; and if the understanding is so darkened by pre-
not merely that men should have the spirit. judice and modern mysticism, that we can

• oj obedience, in which we can be so easily not induce him to understand the mostsim-
mistaken, but in obedience itself. If the pIe and frequently mentioned commandment
Lord sees the heart of any mistaken soul, of God in the New Testament, such an one
possessing the spirit of obedience, receives has but little me for the communion; and if
and saves him, all right; but he has certain- the spirit of obedience is to be taken for ohe-
Iy given us no such rule to work by. His dience itself, in the case of baptism, we see
language to us is, not that "he is the author no reason why we may not take the spirit of
()f eternal salvation to all them who have obedience for obedience itself, in the case of
(he spin't of obedience," but "to all them the Lord's Supper, and do the same in ref-
who obeg him." His language is not, that erence to every commandment of God, and
"they who have the spirit of obedience shall thus taking the spirit of obedience for obe-
enter into the kingdom of God," but those dience itself all the way through, we cna
"who do the will of my Father," says he.- have the land full of Christians, on the
Be does not say, that "they who have ground of their having the spirit of obedi-
the spirit of obedience shall enter by the ence, without any obedience. Inaugurate
gates into the city," but they who do his such a principle once, and we shall soon
commandments. The commission does not have them feeding the hungry and cloth-
read, "He who believes and has the spirit of ing the destitute in the spirit of obedience.
obedience shall be saved," but "He who be- VI. Bro. Pendleton says, "If I am to say
lieves and is baptized shall be saved." The to the devoted Pedobaptist, "Stand back,
Lord -did not say, "Except a man believe friend- the symbols of the Savior's suffer-
and have the spirit of obedience, he cannot ings and sacrifice are not for you;' ~ con-
enter mto the kingdom of God." but "Ex- fess that I feel the want of something more
cept a man be born of water and of the spi1'it than the authority of my own poor judg-
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." ment, to cover me from the charge of intel-
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lectual arrogance and self-righteous bigot- righteous bigotry," thought of in explain-
ry." This is stated in the most pr"udicial ing their position. Why then, should any
form posAible, and when rid of this preju- be thought of in explaining what all in the
dicial form, nothing remains to make any kingdom ought to know-that the commu-
impression. Suppose the devoted Pedo-
baptist should present himself in the con- nion is in Christ, in the church, in the
gregation in Bethany for membership; kingdom and for those in the body, and not
would Bro. Pendleton say, "Stand back, for those without. These brethren have
friend-the church is not for you?' Cer- added to the inconsistency of even the Old
tainly not. Would he receive him without Landmark Baptists, for, while they agree
baptism? He surely would not. Would with them, that persons may be Christians
he say, "I confess that I want something without baptism, but may not be membere
more than the authority of my poor judg- of the church, they disagree with them, and
ment, to cover me from the charge of intel- are more inconsistent, in maintaining that
lectual arrogance and self-righteeus bigot- they may commune. The Baptists make
ry?" He certainly would not, nor would bapt~sm a little more essential than the
he use the prejudicial language he employs brethren, for they make it not essential t()
to prejudice the case. What would he do? being a Christian, but essential to being a
He wouid do as Aquilla and Priscilla did Baptist. a member in the church, or a com-
with Apollos-he would teach him the way municant, while the brethren, after agreeing
of the Lord more perfectly. He would not with the Baptists, that it is not essential to
abruptly, rudely and repulsively say, beiug a Christian, mr.ke it essential to ad-
"Stand back, friend-the kingdom of God mitlance into the church, but not essentl:al to
is not for you;" nor would he reject him on the prwilege of communion in the church.
the authority of his own judgment, but VII. Bro. Pendleton says, "The true rule
kindly inform hiin, that the Lord says, and test are given us in the sCrIptures."
"Except a man be born of water and of the Certainly. Where does he find it? He
Spirit he can not enter into the kingdom of quotes from Paul as follows: "I myself re-
God"-that "He who believes and is bap- ceived of the Lord that which I delivered
tized shall be saved"-that Paul says, "By unto you." Who does he mean by the
one spuit we are all baptized into one word "you?" The church certainty-aU
body;" or church-that "so many of us as immersed. "I delivered to you, the church)
have been baptized into Christ, have put on that which I received of the Lord, how tha.t
Christ"-that this matter is not left to us, the Lord Jesus, in the same night on which.
to our judgment, or the auth01'ity of our he was betrayed, took bread, and when he
judgment, but to the authority of the Lord. had given thanks, he said, "Take, eat."
But the true state of case is, that where Who did he command to eat? Any but
the gospel is properly preached, such a case those in the church-immersed persons?
never occurs with persons of orJinary in- He procceds, "This is my body, broken for
telIi~ence. The people of any community you." In the same manner, also, he took
will soon understand that the invitations of the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is
the gospel are to those possessing the spirit the New Testament in my blood: this do
of obedience, and that the way to come to ye." Who does he mean by the word,
the Lord is to come in obedience itself. "ye?" Certainly the church and none else.
Brethren Pendleton and Errett find no Who then, did the apostle deliver the com-
trouble in refusing to receive persons into munion to? That which he received of the
the church, or kingdom, without baptism, Lord? 'Ihe church, beyond dispute. Where
thus at once debarring them from the whole I thcn, can authority be found for delivering
church, and, if consistent, from all that is Iit, to others·? . VVe must have authority,
in it-no "intellectual arrogance and self- and that not the authority of our poor
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judgments," but divine authority. Where 1 of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, who has
can it be found ? ~not b~ n "born of water and of the Spirit"

VIII. We do not desire to examine the: -"baptized into one body"-"baptized into
oriticisms of Bro. Pendleton upon Bro. ElIy, Ohrist"-"baptized into t::e na ne of the
especially the one out of which he labors IFather, and of the Son and of the Holy
to manufacture the most capital-the criti- .Spirit?" Can he show that any man IS a
cism upon the expression, "avowedly born Christian till he is in the kingdom-in the
again." But there is a much more serious one body-in the name of the Father, and
work for Bro. Pendleton, than criticising of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit? If he
Bro. ElIy's use of terms, though it should I can, the sects will give him a premium, for
be shown that he was a little unfortunatc they have tried to do it for forty years and
in some expressions. Criticising his Ian· failed.
guage, if the criticisms were admitted to IX. After the comment of Bro. Pendle-
be correct. though he makes some show of ton, on the language of Paul, 1st Cor. xL
argument, and may induce some to think he he adds: "How very minute and fearfully
has handled his opponent with much adroit- searching these awful announcements. They
ness and shown a fair amount of finesse, cover the whole ground and go to the very
may not disprove tlteposition of Bro. Elly, or root of the matter. Yet there is not one
prove any other. If Bro. Pendleton would word about "avowedly born again" in the
meet the matter fairly and squarely, let the whole passage. Neither lS there any alln-
word "avowedly," go for nothing, and at- sion to "immersion!" Indeed! and why
tend to the main matter at once. Can he should there be, seeing that there were none
show that any man is a Ohristian who has there trying to show that pprsons not "born
not been born again? There need be no of water and of the Spirit," were Chris-
circumlocution here. The question is easy tians, and trying to introduce, encourage
and proper. When that question is dis- and maintain the wholly unauthorized, un-
posed of, ff he please, let the following be I scriptuml and inconsistent practice of en-
answered: Oan he show that any man is couraging those who have never been bap-
born of God unless born of water and of I tized into Christ, to commune? Why should
the Spirit? When he answers this, let the i the apostle, in addressing those who had
following be answered: Oan he show that. been immersed, were in the kingdom, in
any man has been born of water and of the IOhrist, in the one body, have said anything
Spirit, who has not been baptized? Again, about "avowedly born again?" or about
can he show that any man is in the kingdom "immersion?" There was no question be-
and not born of water and of the Spirit? fore his mind about persons not born again,
'rhere can be but one answer to these ques- not immersed, communing. His eye was
tions. To be in the kingdom, is to be ina Iupon e~ils existing among thosein the king-
state of justification-to be pardoned-to dom-Immersed-on account of which they
be a Christian. Not to be in the kingdom did not discern the Lord's body, and thus
is not to be in a state of justification, not Iate anti drank unworthily, and brought con-
to be pardoned-not to be a Christian. The Idemnation upon themselves. Instead of
Lord says, "Except a man be born of wa- the apostle here lifting the flood·gates for
ter and of the Spirit he can not enter into Ipersons not born of water and of the Spirit
the kingdom of God." The apostle says" to eommune--those not in the kingdom_
"we are all baptized into one body"-"bap-' he is showing that some in the kingdom_
tized into Ohrist"-"baptized into the name! that had been immersed--by eating and
of thQ Father and of the Son and of the I drinking unworthily, had been eating and.
Holy Spirit." Can he show that any man: drinking damnation to themselves, and the'
is in the kingdom, in the one body, in judgments of heaven had been visited upon
Christ, and in the name of the Father, and. them.
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X. Bro. Pendleton says, "It is remarka- of the Lord, to which they had not submit-
ble in this, the most rlefinite teachin,g on ted, in the way leading to the Father, hEl
this subject which is delivered to us in the would have brought to their consideration.
New Testament, the criterion and the cau- If he could not have induced them to sub-
fon are addressed not to the elders, nor to mit to that, he would not have troubled
those who minister at the table, but to the them with the communion. Paul's instruc-
communicants themselves. It does not say, tions were to those baptized, Christians, and
let the elders see to it that none participate they must be careful and not partake un-
who have not been immersed in water upon worthily, not discerning tlte Lord's body, and
a public avowal of his faith and repentance, those not Christians have nothing to do with
hut to all such as have obeyed tlte form of the directions of Paul.
doctrine, (?) dispense it without scruple, XI. We now turn to the piercing ques-
for they, and they only, are citizens of tions of Bro. Errett. He comes at us with
Christ's kingdom and entitled to the ordi- a terrific parade of questions, seven in Cat-
nances of God's house." The allusion echism part first, and a like sacred number
here is. to 1st Cor. xi. chap.' Who has con- in part second. The whole logic of these
oonded for anything such as here implied?" questions, if we understand the matter, is to
Why this change of the issue? this effort demonstrate that we do some things not au-
to throw the burden of proof on the other thvrized by scripture precept or example;
side? Why not come up to the work and and therefore, we may commune with
maintain his affirmative ground-that per- unbaptized persons-pious ones-without
sons not baptized, may be Christians and scripture authority. But let us look at this
communicants? Why the prejudicial allu- formidable array of que'stions:
sion to "'immersion in water?" \Vere not all "1. Can any person be a Christian who
the first Chsistians immersed, yes, and in wa- is not in Christ?" We do not know that
tel', at that? Wby this prejudicial allu- such person can be a Christian. Can he
sion to the expression: "obey tlte form of show that any not "in Christ," are Chris-
doctrine," italicised and followed by a pa tians?
renthetical interrogation point? WeIe not- "2. Can anyone put him on who has
those to whom Paul wrote all immersed in not been baptized into him?" Certainly he
water? Had they not all "obeyed from the can, if a proper subject, by being "baptized
heart" (why were the words, "from the into him." But, in fairness to Bro. Errett,
hoart," left out?) "that form of doctrine," we Ehall take it, that he was so enraptured,
which was delivered to them? There is a overwhelmed and absorbed, in the contem-
a very good reason why such instructions plation of his stupendous, transcendently
as Bro. 'Pendleton name~ were not given to sublime, and all glorious galaxy of un bap-
the elders. No one attempted to justify, or tized worthies, in their immorti\l splendor,
thought of such a thing, so far as we know, as he gazed after them ascending "on chari-
as far a p~rson not baptized, not having ots of fire to the heavens," that, like PetElr
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine in the mountain of transfiguration, he utter-
delivered to him, coming to the Lord's ta- ed this question, "not knowing what he said."
hIe; but many who had been "immersed in We suppose he simply meant, "Raj> any
water," and had "obeyed from the heart one put him on who has not been baptized
that form of doctrine," came and partook into him?" If this is what he meant, we
unworthily, and it was these with whom the know of no evidence that anyone has put
apostle was dealing, and not with persons him on who has not been baptized "into
not baptized. The latter were not under him." Can he produce :my evidences to
bis jurisdiction. Had he been dealing with this point?
them, he would not have troubled them with "3. Can any onc be freed, from sin who
the communion; but the first requirement bas not obeyed, the form of doctrine deliver-
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ed to him by the Holy Spirit?" The ques: God. The second ,.question, we answer in
tion is not whether anyone can be made free tne negative.
from sin without obeying from the heart "7. Did the first Christians receive mon-
the form of doctrine; but can Bro .. Errett ey from unimmersed persons?" We do no~
show that any person is made free from sin know. Did they ask unimmerlled persons
without obeying from the heart the form of to sing, or pray, or give thanks? Not that
doctrine?" If hecan, let him do so,'as thou- we know of, nor have we ,any authority for
sands of sectarians will regard it as a great doing so now. Can Bro. Errett produce an
work, and assume and keep stating that authority for asking an unimmersed person
there m'e Chrl:stians, who have never obeyed to sing, pray etc. ? .
from the heart that form of doctrine. He Weare now through part firot of our cat-
adds, "If not, can be rightfully allowed to echism, and shall proceed to part second.
8ing, pray, and give money, by the action "1. Do the scriptures recognize any as
of the chur.ch?" If a man is not made free Christians, or accept any to baptism, on the
f'i'om sin, or pardoned, which is the same na1'rution of a 1'eligiousexperience?" They
thing, the action of the church has no juris- do not.
diction over him, and what he does is on "2. Do they admit any to baptism who
his own responsibility, unless he can be in- come with an avowal that there sins have al-
duced to takc the proper steps to become a ready been pat'doned?" Noone came ·to .
Christian. What he does is an outside mat- them with any such avowal, that we know
tel' entirely, and the chruch has no action of.
in his case, unless brethren Pendleton and "3. Do they recognize admission to
Errett can show that the church should church membership by subscription to human
open the way for such to worship with the articles oj faith?" Oertainly not; neither
people of God. do we.

"4. Uaa an unsaved and unpardoned per- "4. Does the gospel recognize any bap-
son be allowed to sing and pray, and contri- tism but that for 1'emissionof sins ?" Cer-
bute money by church consent?" The tainly not; neither do we. We have receiv-
church has nothing to do with any such ed some who, at the time of their baptism,
matters. The church does not control, or were mistaken about it, not knowing that it
govern "unsaved and unpardoned men." was for the remission of sins.

"5. Is baptism demanded of pentientf'l, in "5. Did any come to the Lord's table in
order to pardon or sonship? Do not the primitive times who had not been baptized
prayers, and praises, and contributions, and jor the remission oj sins?" Certainly not;
the Christian sympathies and friendskips of but that they all understood all about the
God's house, J:.elong to the children? And design, at the time of their baptism; we can
shall we take the children's bread and give not say. They.believed on Christ and did
it to the dogs ?" We answer the first two what he cammanded, and were not received
of these questions affirmatively, but that on the spirit of Obedience,without the obedi-
does not prove that we shall not extend ence itself.
Christian sympathies and friendshifps to "6. Did the apostles or first Christians
mankind everywhere, or that in doing so, we invite to the Lord's table 'all immersed per-
give the children's bread to dogs. sons, who have piety?''' They had neth·

"6. Did the first Christian show Chris- ing to with inviting. Paul says, "That which
tian love to unimmersed persons? And shall I received of the Lord Jesus, I delivered to
"e deliberately do what we admit they did you." The communion was delivered to the
not do?" In reference to the first question, church, whose members were all immersed,
"e answer, that they did and to everybody "Did they have fellowship with immersed
else; but this does not prove that they ex- persons,notmemoersofthe Clm:stian C/turch?"
tended to them the worship of the house of There were no immersed persons .not mem~
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bel's of the church of Christ, unless they
had forfeited their membership by trans-
gression. We speak not of a single congre-
lion, but of theclwl'ch, or ldngdorn of Chr'ist,
the body of Christ, containing all every·
where who are in Christ. "Did they receive
persons to membership who lwd been im-
me1'sed by uuimmersed persons ?" We know
of no account of any such, case. In many
instances, we are not informed who bapti-
zed.

"7. And shall we delil,erately do what
we admit they did not? Certainly not; and
jf it could be shown that we do this, in one
case, let no man think that a proof that we
may in another.

XII. The main argnment of Bro. Errett
is to maintain that we have a condition of
things-such a state of case-as did 'not
exist in New Testament times, and con5e·
quently not provided for in scripture; and it

. requires a procedure for which we have no
clear ,precept nor example-that we have
to depart from primiti\'e practice to meet
this new condition of things. This he un-
dertakes, to justyfy in several ways. One
expedient to which he has resorted for this
purpose, was to show that Bro. Elly and
myself, with the brethren generally, 'have
made similar departures. This however,
proves nothing, if true. Two wrollf)s do
not make one right. He then tortures the
Bible for precedents in departing from the
letter of the law of God, and finds a reliefin
circumcision, as others of Ms long list of
worthies and predecessors have done before
him; the passover being kept "otherwise

,than it waswrittenj" and the claim that the
"Savior overstepped the limits of the letter
of his commission." This, we confess, is a
specimen of argumentation that we did not
expect to be ealled upon to meet, in this
case. In extenuation of the same princi
pIe, it is urged that, "'in million of instances
the letter of this law (the law of circumci-
sion) was violated without the visitation of
the penalty." And, pray, what is reference
to these special cases, some of them caslls of
Decessity, and all peculiar, for? Why, to
satisfy the pe0plr of this generation, that an

item in the commission, the apostolic com-
mission, tne general commission, for all the
world,:given by the Lord after all authority
was given to him, the ,concluding item in
turning to God, th., initiatory rite, or to ex-
press it in the Lord's own words, being
"born of water," and without which hesays,
a man, "cannot enter into the kingdom of
God;" in country, where the gospel is preach-
ed and all who have the spirit oj obed'ience,
may obey-the command to BE BABTIZED,

may be omitted, and no penalty be visited on
the transgressors! N ay,JPore, that "w here
the spirit of obedience is found, a person is
accepted of God, even when failing to obey
positive commands, beeanse it was not 'in hi.
heart to disobey." Yet he would not "weak-
en the hands of those who are laboring to
induce all to enter into the kingdom of God
according to the scriptures!" And what is
this all to prove? Why, that there are
Christians among the popular sects who
have never obeyed the command to be bap-
tized! On what ground, is it to be made
out that they are Christians, while they have
not obeyed the command to be baptized I
Why,on the ground that they have the spir-
ii of obedience! Why, then, is it that they
will not obey?

Bro. Pendleton joins in the same strain,
and says, "There is no such connection be-
tween Christian baptism and the Lord's sup-
per as to make one an unconditionally neces-
sary and essential antecedent to the other."
Again, he remarks," Faith in ()hrsst, and
the spl:rit of obedience to him-these are un-
cond/:tionally necessary and essential prere-
quisites in the participants." This is not
new, but is another gospel, which is not an-
other, but certainly a perversion of the gos-
pel. The Lord does say, "He who hears
the sayings of mine and has the spirit of obedi-
ence shall be linked to a wise man," but
"He who hears these Rayings of mine and
does them," &c.-not "He who has the spirit
of obedience shall enter into the kingdom
of God," but "He who does the will of my
Father.''' "He who shall breal" one 0/ the least
commandments and teach men so,shall be call-
ed least in tne kingdom of heaven." This lat-


