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112 THE DOWNFALL OF TURKEY .
other important possessions and positions
which made hoI' a second-rate, is at last des-
tined to be overwhelmed by Russia, the only
enemy which the Sultan has feared from the
time of Catharine the Great, and the only
power which the Musselmen believe is des-
tined to crush them. Since the death of the"
Emperor Alexander, his successor, Nicho-

The Downfall of Turkey. las, by far a man of more sagacity, bravery
This event has for many years been re- and talents, has been actively preparing for

garded as one of the distinct fore-shadowings that final blow, which is now at hand. The
of Jewish and Chlistian Prophecy. The campaigns in Circassia, carried on for sele-
present amiable and perhaps imbecile Sul- ral years by Russia, were mere preludes to
tun is described by visiters to Constantino- the great drama-experiments to test the
p]e, as not an unfit type of the decadence of skill aild bravery of the ;Moslem army, and
the Ottoman. A present:ment of boding to become familiar with the mode and man-
fear pervades and depresses his people, and n l' of its approaches and attacks. All the
like the saddened MONTEZUlIIA,he feels that wars between TurKey and Russia for the last
he sits beneath a suspended fate which "will thirty years have been mere sl;irmishes on
seal the overthrow of an empire which once the outposts-feelers, as it were, to ascer-
extended flOm the Atlantic to the Ganges, tain where tIm real strength lay; and -the
from the Caucasus to the Indiqn Ocean.- wars end as Nicholas desired, by the
Over the barren steppes and frozen limits friendly m iation of European powers.-
of inhospitable and semi-barbarous Russia, Now, however, the time has arrived to meet
the Muscovite looks threatening; and as the the great stlUggle in earnest, and the storm
scourge of God he comes to dry up the Eu- is nearly ready to burst upon the head of the
phrates and make way for the kings of the Commander of the Faithful. As Mehemet
East. Turkish jealousy and Despotism Ali, Pacha of Egypt, could approach as
JlOld the Sepulchres of the Prophets, and near as Adrianople, in a meditated attack on
profane the seats of the earliest civiliza- the city of ~yzantium, the Emreror of Rus-
;tion. The proud minaret stands where the sia is convinced that he can accomplish
'temple once stood, and prayer to Allah is something more in the great effort to carry
'offered where the Sheehinah gave forth its out the ultjm~tum of Catharine.
(heaven-inspired oracles. The Scourge must The new railroads will bring from distant
be scourged. The defunct body must be de- tel'l itories regiments free flOm any debilita-
<composed,and the chemical materials are to ting or painful service. Commanding the
ibe found ,in Russian gun-powder and Rus- resources of a country,with a population of
:sian energy. Let the explosion come; the sixty millions, where his will is law; popular
\wor:d may for awhile be deafened with its among his people, moving in every direction,
froar, but the air of Asia will be purified.- and superintendlllg every thing in person;
'The following" is a view 0 he event by a with skillful generals and soldiers, trained as
,most distinguished Jew, Major Noah of N, such from infancy; with abundance of
York. 'He writes as though he saw even means, and Europe tranquilized, the attack
~though dimly the connection between Jew-on Turkey will be made by 500,000 men,
,ish and Christian vaticination: ' and a squadron from the Black Sea larger

ED, MAG. than that of any naval power except Britain,
"The mighty" power of the Ottomites, bil:cked also by the powerful alliance of Aus-

'which for so many centuries controlled with tria if necessary. Constantinople and the
.an iron hand European Turkey, together lowers of Dardanelles must therefore fall.
\vith the :islands of the Archipelago, Greece, What Ijower, what influence, can be brought
the proviuces of WalJachia, Moldavia, and against Russia to aI'ert a calamity which
Scrvia, the fortresses on the Danube, and England and France must sensibly feel?-

. Lc'l.ithlessand unrepentant ,subject of bap-
tism! 1 know ~f no one who does this,
except Mr. E. and others who baptize infants
in the fanciful notion that they are capable
of being cleansed from sin in baptism or out
of it, without faith! J. J. T.
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France is in no condition to aid the Turks or; they were when Abou Bekre, father-in-law
any other nation. England is aware that a to Mahomet, with his General Kaled swept
I· 're Jance on her navy alone is but a feeble their enemies out of Asia like a simoon, the

hope aganist a military despot so exceedingly attack will again be made on Constantino-
and ~larmingly powerful as the Emperor of pIe. Then that series of bloody wars will
RUSSIa. take place shadowed forth in the Bible as,

In vain will the Sultan appeal to the the w~rs of Russ, Mechec, and TubalI, in
Christian powers to resist him with an army, which all the Christian powers will take part.
the united force of which would enable him This is destiny, and cannot be averted. Of
to check the rapid advance of the Cossacks. iterritory Russia has sufficiency; but sixty
Neither France nor Germany, nor any of the imillions of people have been accustomed to
northern powers, can be brought.to unite in see the finger-post erected by Catharine:-
a war against Russia, having to pass through "This is the road to Constantinople," and
Austria to reach the confines of Turkey.-- over that road they must go. This advent
In vain will the Sultan proclaim a religious -this opening of another seal-will sure-
war, and unfurl the standard of the Proph- ly take place during the present year, and
e1. He will secure the multitude, but not will be pregnant with greater events than
a disciplined force to stand up against the the flight of the Pope or the downfall of
powerfully organized troops of Russia. Hungary.

If the Emperor postpones or delays the ----, .•.•----
final action, he loses strength, for l)e gives Phm of Salvation.
time and efficiency to diplomacy; but if he "A series of Lett~!s addressed to Rev.
is ready at the breaking up of the ice on the J. B. Ferguson, Editor of the Christian
Danube, to push forward his columns- lY[agazine" by J. A. Clement of Alabama,
Constantinople falls, and the Sultan crosses i"South Western Christian Advocate,"
into Asia, the natural boundaries of the Mos- Nashville, Tenn.
lem race. But it will be asked, will the Such is the title of a series of eight let-
European powers consent to allow Russia ters purporting to be a review of my Dis-
to occupy a position so dangerous and con- course upon the question, "What shall I do
trolling? That is not his intention. He to be saved?" found in the February number
prefers having a new empire created out of of this worl{, for 1849.
Turkey in Europe, including Greece and Whim the first number of these letters ap-
the Islands of the Archipelago, which he peared, we stated, through the Magazine, our
ca.n.control. h~v~ng the Greek church as its 1 intention .~o rep!y to them, provided they
onglO and spmtual head. The Emperor were conLll11:wdIn respectful style and we
Nicholas will thus release himself from con- could obtain an opportunity of reply through
tinental jealousy and interference, while he the columns of the Methodist paper in
controls the Dardanelles and the B lack Sea, which they appeared. Accordingly we wait-
and indirectly the commerce of the Medi- ed some weeks after their conclusion to re-
terrane an. 1ceive an answer to the expectation we had

This result, which we feel convinced will ipolitely expressed, but receiving no inti-
follow from the capture of Constantinople, imation that the privilege of reply would be
will derange the political relat:ons and bal- grant~d, we addressed MR. McFERRI~, the
ance of power both in Europe and Asia.-- ifollOWIngnote:
The Sultan may for a while make Damascus -

"NASHVILLE, Feb. 18th, 1850.
his residence; but to retain his malitime re- MR. J. B. McFERRIN:-.
sources, he will fall back on Egypt, over Dear Sir:
which he exercises a Suzeraine right, which You have published in the "South Wes-
will give him the key to the commerce of the Itern Christian Advocate," a series of letters
Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf; and when ~addressed to me by Mr. J. A. Clement of
he collects his forces, quite as numeric:!l as ~Alabama, in review of a Discourse publish-

3
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ed in the Christian Magazine for February Ipublished Mr. C's letters in your periodical.
1849. '!.'he object of this note is to enquire, Why not publi3h them in your own paper,
respectfully, whether a reply would be ad- especially jf you would wish to answer in
mitted into the columns of the" Advocate," ours?
provided it will not exceed Mr. C's letters i 3. If you were to consC'ntnow, (after a
in length? I would be glad to hear from lapse of so much time,) to publish his letters
you at your earliest convenience. in your paper with your response, and then

Very respectfully, have them copied into ours, it would extend
Your fliend, the contro~'ersy for a series of months-

J. B. FElwusoN." which reach beyond the time of our present
fel rn of official connection with the Advo-
cate, ~nd would perhaps be contrary to the
taste or judgment of the Editors who per-
chance may succeed us.

4. If you were without the means of de-
fence rou might with more propr:ety ask
the privilege of our columns; but why should
a man ask to borrow a vehicle to ride round"NASHVILLEMarch 1st 185::>. ,

' , lhe country when he has one of hIS own that
MR. J, B. McFERRIK: < • I d'" th' I 9", .) IS emp oye III no .ng e Ee.My Dear Slr :-Some Clghtor I Y tf II

ours re3pec u y,ten days since I addressed you a letter, mak- J. B. McFERRIN.
ing enquiry as to the privilege of replying
to Mr. Clement's letters addressed to me Upon this reply and the letters referred to,
through the columns of the "South Western we have the following observat;ons to make:
Christian Advocate." To that letter I have 1st. We have indeed, a "paper of our
received no response; and fearing that by own," but it is not read by one out of an
some accident you did not receive it, I write hundred of the readers of the Advocate!-
to you again in relation to this matter:- We desired, very naturally, we think, the
Can I have the liberty of responding to privilege of reply, before the same tribunal
those letters through the same channel in to whil:h we had been summoned by the
which tbey have appeared? My proposed correspondent of the Advocate. 'I.'his
replies shall not exceed in length the letters privilege is denied us,for reaS0ns which every
of Mr. C. and I trust sllall in no way prove candid man can understand.
exceptionable on the score of temper, 2. It is true I have not published Mr. C's
spirit or of that personal reflection too c11ar-iletters in the Magazine; but it is also true
acteristic of many religious controversies. that I have proposed to do so, whenever the

I take pleasure in subscribing myself assurance would be given that my replies
Truly yours, &c. would appear in the same channel in which

J. B. FERGUSON. his letters have been published. This
privilege has not been granted, and when-

NASHVILLE,March 2, 1850. ever it shall be granted we stand pledged
Rev. J. B. FERGUSON: that they shall appear in our periodical!-

Dear Sir:- A child may understand the fairness of this
Your note of yesterday is to hand, asking proposal.

the "privilege of replying to 1\11'.Clement's 3. Mr. McFerrin says, "were you (I) to
letters," &c. consent now?" Why I have consented or

I will simply reply that I regard the re- rather proposed it Inllre than four months
quest 'IS somewhat singular. First, you ago! Nor would it in his paper "extend
have a paper of your own through which through a series of months," as he fears,
you can reply to Mr. C. iand thus embarrass the Editors who might

2. So far as I am informed yon hare not ~be selected to conduct the Advocate by the

After waiting eleven days for a reply to
fhe above, to whicb none was returned, and
being willing to place the most charitable
construction upon the silence of the Editor,
we addressed him a second note as follows,
to which we received the annexed response:
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~~nc:~:-~ara~~;~~:~ows~~t
paper is concerned. The "kdvocate" is IGod freely or graciously offers the estate
weekly in its issu~. I would furn.ish a. re-I of justifica~ion, as already procured by'the
ply per week, wh:ch would reqUIte eight ~death of his Son, he requires works of pre-
weeks, instead. "of a series of m~nths" Iparation for its reception and enjoyment such
as he ttpprehends. Pedlaps a reconsldera- as must be required of all responsible be-
tion of this matter may remove the objection ings-a man I say, who cannot distinguish
of the Editor and the privilege yet be ex- between a gift and the use of a gift; 'e.
tended to us. tween ordinances to procure pardon and or-

4. We are "without the means of defence" dinances as means of enjoying a pardon ul-
Lcfore the readers of the "Advocate!" We lready procured,-we are of opinion few
do not ask to "borrow a vehicle of our neigh- iwould desire as an opponent if their ob-
bor," because \\e lack accommodation for Ijed were lhe elicitation and establishment
our pel'sonal conven'el1ce; but Mr. Clement of consistent and satisfactory views upon
has alre,~dy taken his scat in Ml'. McFerrin's j long di:puted points. Yet this ~s the char-
commodlOllS car; and as he has spoken ~acter Ot Mr. Clement as a reviewer; a[ld
of us to his fellow-passengers and to all the Iwe desired to reply to him not that we ex-
crowds in the many towns and neighbor- i pected to gain the least credit in exposing
hoods thrvugh wh:eh it passes, we did dc- his fruitless attempts at logic or Biblical Cliii.
sire the privilege of presenting ourselves cism, but that we had hoped to be able to cor-
Lirly before them. We assure Mr. McIi'er- rect bis misrepresentations of our teachings
r:n that we did not consider the wares and Ibefore a class of readers to which we have
baggage of NIl'. Clement so weighty as to no access. The discourse reviewed by Mr.
oceupy the whole capacity of his vehicle. Clement anticipates and refutes most of the
They appeared to us a small bundle upon Iobjections he mges aga:l1st it, and we would
which we might place our feet without an-l regard its publication a full reply to the lar-
noyance to ourselves or to any, unless it, gel' part of his unskillful assumptions. But
would be to Mr. C. who for lack of a more S as we arc prohibited from replying before
valuable cargo, might attach an undue im- the readers of his letters, we will allow them
portance to his own gaseous effusions, and to pass for all they are worth. He has
to "nothing else i" not even to a reply! brought forth nothing new-unless it be new

\Ve consider Mr. McFerlin's declination, forms of egotistical assumption upon 1'heo-
therefore a lame excuse. If he were willing logical dogmas he seems never to have
that h's numerous readers should have the studied-he has spun out the flimsy thread
benefit of both sides of a controversy self- of hackneyed or worn out misrepresenta-
assumed by hi .., Brother, it wOllld be easy to tions of our teaching, until it almost breaks
say so wiihout reso:ting to any inch'eet eva- of itself; and with a few stale warnings like
slons of the question. tl-.e dying echoes of some ill-strung inslru-

It is true we would nerer have select2d ment, put to tune, before it was ready, he
:Mr. Clement as an opponent; not that he may bas closed his essays, not to be resumed
not be a very amiable and pleasant gentle- again, it is fondly to be hope.d, til.1he shall
man, but because he is not well informed ci- learn how to use the chords m unison.

tl.er with respect to the positions of his own In conclusion we have only to say that we
church or of oms. A man who cannot dis- have none other than the most friendly feel-
t'nguish between tr.e difrerent dispensations ings towards Mr. McFerrin--and that gen-
of dil-ine merey suited to the different ages) erally we have admired his manliness of
of the \\ orld-who cannot disc:iminate be- iaddress to his opponents, and have thought
tween justification by faith belonging to all; he had decidedly the advantage of several of
dispensations, and the manner of that justi-l them in the controversies he has had WIth
fication changed in eacb; between works of, his Brethren Evangelical; and in this case
procurement and works of preparation,show- ~we only regret that his admission of Mr.



116

Clements, letters have placed him in the ~He that neglects or over-stimulates the pow-
awkward necessity of either having his cor-l ers of the soul must suffer. God has de-
respondent exposed, or of refusing a polite 1 creed it. We now advance to the conside-
and equitable request. He has chosen the ~ration of moral and positive laws and shall
latter; and we beg leave to think that the 1 for the better understanding of the subject
cause of invincible truth never requires such ~examine them relatively.
gauze-covered expedients for its defence. MORALLAWSprescribe the duties of ra-

J. B. F. tional accountable beings. They depend
upon and grow out of the relationships by

Positive Ofdinances-A Discourse. them sustained and are in themselves right.
POSITIVElaws concern the same class, butLaw governs all things. Things animate

and inanimate, rational and irrational, terres- they do not necessarily grow out of any
trial and celestial equally demonstrate the relations nor are they right in themselves.-
truth of this proposition. Destroy law and They are right because enjoined by those
you have chaos in the inorganic world, death who have the right to command, "Thou
in the organic, anarchy in the political, and sh~It not kill" is .a m~ral law. It. operates
hell in the spiritual. It may indeed be said in.elther upo~ the matlonal n~r the Irre~pon-
and truly that laws are but the expression of iSible-the lion, n.or the ~all1ac. ~s It de-
the indispensable conditions of existence.-! pend~ upon defi~lte ~elatlons ~nd ItS trans-
They are the finger-pr;nts of God. Let us igresslon a~ways.JmplieSthe ~~ck~d ~bus~ of
endeavor briefly to scan them. Ithese relations, It must be ught III Itselr.-

Nat Ily thO k tl b d' 'd d' Kings, parliaments and legislatures did notura ,we Ill, 1ey may e IVIe ! " .
. t ~ I I Ph' I I t I make It, neIther can they unmake It. MoralIII 0 lour genera c asses YSlCa: n e -
I ctual·.••. I' P 't' lobligations are as eternal as the throne ofe . 1'-1.0ra. OSllve.

P I A I tt i the Supreme. He cannot because he will not
I ysre Laws govern ma er; INTELJ~ECT"~

UALmi' d G 't t' . I' 1 I Ichange them. God could not, because he, n. rav] a IOn IS a p 1yslca aw. '"
Reader,do you see yonder Sun? Itis 1300,- would not mak~ It rIght to lie.. He cou.Jd
000 times as large as the great earth, yet lnot because he IS the very perfection of Vlr-
gravitation holds it as the child his marble. ~tue or moral character.
But look again, it holds with its delicate fino! Far otl-envise is it with positive laws.-
gel' those little animalcules which you canol ;rhey are co.nstantly bei~gmade and unma~e.
not even see. How universal its power!- fhey constitute the cluef part of all legIs-
How invariable the exercise of that power!, lation, of the decrees of emperors, the bulls

Poisons kill. Here is another physical ~of Popes, the orders of Masters, of, in a
law stated without technicality, and it mat-l ,vord, ali commands of superiors in all the
tel'S not whether it be the wise Socrates who 1 relatio~s of .society. In themselves they
designedly drinks the hemlock or the little s are neither nght nor wrong-they are noth-
child that unwittingly tastes the pretty red- ing. They are matlers of authority and
precipitate-alike they die. considered apart from the authority that

Pel haps the world has something yet to commands are emphatically dead letters.
learn with reference to the invariableness of What makes it right in Tennessee to take
God's laws.. 6 per cent interest for money and wrong to

We need not say much on Intp,lIectuall take more? Is it not authority-a positive
laws. Clear it is that mind is just as much law on our Statute Book? And does not
subject to the dominion of its appropriate a Positive law make it right in Alabama to
laws as is matter. Who does not know that take 8 per cent?
the memory, for example, may be developed Look at the law regulating marriage.-
or impaired, just as the blacksmilh devel- Ca.n all ministers in Tennessee having the
opes the muscles of his arm or the foolish, care of souls solemnize the rights of matri-
inactive student weakens the physical sys- mony? 'l'her can. Can they in Kentucky?
tem. In vain may men expect miracles.- No, for there it is necessary that a minister



~~~
give bond and security for £500 before he ture,-if it were it would be binding now,
is permitted to officiate. Positive laws nay, would be to all eternity. Moreover is
make this difference. They are recognized it not preposterous to talk of man's sustain-
under all governments, they form a part of ing a moral relation to a tree? It must be
the conventional rules of all society and apparent that there was not, in the giving
without them neither law,government, or So- ~of this singular commandment, any reference
ciety could subsist for an hour. They are ~to the moral fitness or reasonableness about
right because they are commanded by right- which the world has heard so much. Moral-
fnl authority, while moral laws are command- ly considered it must seem both unfit and
ed because they are right; i. e. right in unreasonable. That man should die by the
themselves. taste of an apple or a peach! Philosophy

We trust that the reader has now a dis- and moral fitness stand aghast at such al'
tinct conception of the difference between idea-it is well to consider that likewise
laws moral and positive, and shall proceed does Infidelity. The fact is, that man's suit-
to state three important propositions. ableness never was, is not now, nor will it

1. Under all dispensations God has or- ever be God's suitableness. Wonder not
dained Positive laws. then, Reader, that scepticism cries out,

2. These laws have always been practical "Away with this, fable". and that a ce.rt~in
and easy of understanding. moral-fitness, philosophIC sort of religIOn

3. Obedience to these Positive laws God comes very near doing likewise.
1 1 bl d ,,' b d' III Bllt was this command practical or not?fLaS a ways esse; ",lSO e lence fte ftaS a -j

d Was it an actual tree, with actual fruit, orways curse.
, . .. was it a mere spiritual tree, and was tht; law

These proposItIons are exceedmgly SIm- d' t d 't Ad ' t' "t I. . Hec e agams am s ea mg spm ua ap-
ple In theIr character and must be proved or I "h 1 . . 't 1 t th? A d 't' " p es Wll lIS SPll'lua ee. n was 1
dIsproved by facts-:::speculatIOns can aVall '1 t b d t d? D'd t G d k" . eaSI y 0 e un ers 00. I no 0 mar
nothmg. It WIllmatter not a particle wheth- t h' . I . I th t th Id. . " OU ISmeamng so p am y a ere cou
er these prmclples are conSIstent or mcon- be no mistaking it? Said he not "of every
sistent with this or that or any dogma, doc· tree" but ONE?
trine or at'ticle of faith. Are they true ?-is The law then was positive. It was clear
the only legitimate question. too and practical it concerned somethincr

" '"We have asserted these truths with refer- not to be felt, but done. But is our third
ence to all dispensations and ought perhaps principle true in this case? God a,lways
for the sake of perspicuity to say that we blesses obedience, always curses disobedi.
discriminate these dispensations thus. Prim- ence.
itive or Paradise dispensation; Patriarchal, Read the answer in the simple language
Jewish.' John's or the. ~ispensation of re- i of the 3rd chapter of Genesis. Read it in
formatIOn and the CIHlslian. $ the desolated and cursed earth, in the march

PRUIITIVEor Paradise dispensation.- of dread pestilence, in the blast of the hur-
This embraces the history of man unfallen ricane and in the tread of the earthquake, in
-the sunny days of happiness and holiness. the sharp cry of poverty, in the sightless
Did the heavenly Father in this period of eycs of the blind, in the wild laugh and
man's history ordain any positive institu-! glaring eye of the madman, in disappoint-
tions? We ask in reply-what was the first ment and despair, in the records of bloody
of his laws? . Reads it not thus-"And the war, in the blasted countenances of the gui!o
Lord God commanded the man saying; 'Of ty, in the fires of malice, envy and revenge
every tree of the garden thou mayest freely that burn like volcanoes in their hearts, in
eat, but of the tree of the knowledge of the groans of disease, in the agonies of the
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it, for dying, in the seared consciences of the god-
in the day that thOll eatest thcreof,thou shalt less and impenitent, in the victims of rc-
surely die." None surely will contend that morae, alas! too, read it in the wailings of
this law or commandment is moral in its na- ~thc damned.

POSITIVE ORDINANCES-A DISCOURSE. 117
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True, eternaJIy true it is that God abhors I was it praclical? Did it mean something to
Rin and disobedience and is pledged to take be done or did it imply and make necessa-
vengeance upon them. iry raptures and extacies? This needs no

vVe have seen the truth of our three pro- ~answer. 'Vas it easily to be understood?-
p03i,ions. Let us contemplate the divine If Cain and Abelknew the meaning oflambs,
wisdom manifested in the principles involv- wood, stone, knives, blood, then lhe sacri-
eJ in them. ficial institution was fully understood. Who

We assert that by nootherlawthana pos- can doubt this? But was not sacrifice a triv-
itivc, could the loyalty of Adam have been ial institution? It certainly was external and
tested. 'l.'ryothers; "'l'hou halt not kill." could an outward ordinance be essential in
Could that bw have tested Adam's fidelity? its character? Thus no, doubt, reasoned
l\o doubt he would have obeyed it. But Cain. God had commanded positively the
why? Because God had ordained the law? \ shedding of blood, for we are told in the
No, but because he loved Eve too well to Epistle to the Hebrews that "without the
bke her life. So of all moral laws. Othel' shedding of blood there is no remission."
moti,-es could be assigned for rendering obe- nut argued Cain, it is possible that there may
dience besides that of honoring God, and be remission without blood. I sec no es-
hence they would be no tests at al!. Bc-l sentiality in this killing of lambs. I will
sides, ld us consider that the authority Of! take of the filst fruits of the earth, an of-
God can be associa!ed as truly with what fering. This will be much more befitting my
seems to be a small commandment, as with o,ocupation than to take a lamb. It is not
those whidl arc of the wcightest import; and of very great consequence. Abel, tht; man
that he who would transgress the least com- of faith reawned and acted othenyise.-
mandment evinces a disposition which would ·What, asked he, has God commanded at my
rebel against all the authority of the Uni- hands. To bring flowers. No. To bring
verse. helbs. No. But to bring a bloody vict:m.

We now pass to the consideration of the Has he commanded and shall I hesitate as
second or PATRIARCHAL Dispensation, and to obedience? In the simplicity of a per-
sllall encleavor to evince that the three propo- fect reliance, Abel offers his lamb, God
sitions are true of this period also. The tra- accepts the service and blesses him.
gedy of Cain and Abel constitutes the first Not so with that of Cain. His was not
scene of this longest of dispensations. Sa- tlte offering. His disposition was not that
criJice for tbe first til~e i~ m:t with-after! of faith, but of self-reliance, hence says the
the fall, the oldest mst:tutlOn. And the iDeity, "If thou docst woll, shalt thou not
question arises, to what class of ordinances be accepted, but if thou doest not well, Sin
or institutions does Sacrifice belong? Evi- lie/h a/ the door. He had not done wcll.-
dently to the Positive class. There is not He had not complied with the positive re-
a single element of the moral to be found quirement of his God and sin and suffering
in it. What! is tbere moral fitness in man's were the biner consequences.
seizing the innocent lamb, butchering it Reader, wouldst thou hare the blessing of
and buming its carcass upon the altar for Heaven to come upon thee? Regard the
the ·purpose of securing the favor of a good lpositive ordinances of Ollr heavenly Father.
and benevolent God? There is anything ~vVould'st thou shun the dark and gloomy
here rather than fitness or propriety, human- fate of Ca:n? N cglect not any institution
Iy speaking. To the mere reason it is even or commandment ho,l'ever small in thy es-
abhorrent and barbarous. If Sacrifice were teem and howerer opposed to all thy phi-
of a moral nature, then Adam should have Josophy and notions of essentiality.
offered up lambs in the garden of Eden, I We dismiss the dispensation now under
and as moral obligations arc perpetual, \\'e iccnsideration--thePatriarchal, by advelting,
and the Ang-elsin Heaven ought to offer up ionly for it moment, to that most singular and
bleeclmg victims. How monstrous! !impressii'c positive injunction laid by AI-

S:tnjjicc \i':lS then a !,OSilil'c Institution- ~mighty God upon the Patriarch Abraham,
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"Take thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom Iwould we hare found all men in all ages, to
thou lovest, and get thee into tbe land of Mo-· a gre~ter or less extent, recognizing the
riah and offer him thcre for a burnt oft~n·:ng." 1l10raiobligation of the Sabbath day? But
Let philosophy read this and answer, if she again, if this law be of the moral sort, then
can, whether aught could be conceived more it is as obligatory now as it was in the days
horrifying to every sentimcnt of moral fit- of Moses and Joshua? It is just as wrong
ness or reasonableness? Yet was it God's now,tokill,asitwaswhen from the midst of
positive will and ordinance. Was it practi- blackness of darkness and terrific thunde!s
cal? Was it to be readily unde:rstood?- the infinite voice was heard saying, "Thou
Was obedience to it a matter of slight im- shalt not kill." Not so with the sabbath law.
port? If so-why this promise. "By my- In tbe days of Judnism the Sabbath-break-
self have I sworn, saith the Lord, for be- ing gatherer of sticks was stricken dead.
cause thou hast done thill thing, and hast Now, men buy an,d sell, labor and toil as
not withheld thy son, thine only son, that in much on the seventh or Sabbath day as they
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying do on Monday and Tuesday. No Christian
I will multiply thy seed as the stars of hea- in all this land at all regards the Sabbath
ven. ~ ~ ~ And in thy seed shall all day. lIe refrains from his usual avocations,
the nations of the earth be blessed?" indeed, on tho LORD'sday, hut this is alto-

The third great epoch in the religious his- gether a different day, observed in a differ-
tory of our Globe is the JEWISH. And ere ent spirit and having altogether different rea-
we open the pages of this dipensation, let sons for its pre-eminence. We repeat then,
me, candid reader, ask you a question, Would that in the very midst of the nlOral law, so-
you not, seeing that for 2500 years, God called, we find a Positive ordinance. Was
had not left himself without positive institu- it practical in it's nature and could the low-
tions, anticipate finding such ordinances un- ly and ignorant son of Abraham understand
del' the third dispensation of his mercy?- the law of the Sabbath? We leave the rea-
They were necessary before, as sentinels del' to answer tbese questions.
standing guard around the honor of the Ore- :But what we would ask, was the whole
ator, will not that honor be guarded stiJJ?- Jewish system? What the forms and cere-
They were the test-means of man's loyal- monies prescribed in the Levitical law, the
ty in Eden, must there not.be tests in J uda- worship vf the tabemaeJe, the sacrifices at
ism as well as in Paradise? Has man grown the altar, the purgations and ablutions, the
better? Can the divine Father better trust feasts and high days,the vestments of priests,
the Jew than he could the unfallen pair who the prayer of the people at given hours,
wandered sinless through the uncursed fields what their yearly solemn rit{~sof atonement,
of innocence and blisE? If not, then will what were all these appendages ofthe Jew-
we not, must we not find posit'ive laws in ish economy but so many positive ordinan-
Judaism? But this matter is not len to ab- ces of their divine law-giver? And were not
stract reasoning. Open the Decalogue. these ordinances pre-eminently practical?-

We behold whatis manifestly,inthe main Was it not the very essence of the Jewish
a moral code, no one denies this; neither can religion that it required something to be
it be successfully denied that there is, in the done? And were not these instructions sirn-
very midst of this grand moral system, an pIe, easily intelligible to the humblest't-
ordinance which is purely and unequivocal- What son of Levi, for example could doubt
ly positil'e-the law of the Sabbath. "Re- for one momcnt as to the sorv;ce he must
member the Sabbath day to keep it holy," perform in connexion with the sanctuary.-
&c., but we need not quote it all. What It remains to be asked whether the IIeaven-
principle of a moral character docs this in- ly Father set high by these ordinances.-
volve? Was it right in itself, or was it right They were only of an e:r:tel'nal character.-
simply because God commanded it? In True. Many of these institutions seem to
other words, suppose that no divine com- tho reason of man, trit'ial aUlInon-essential.
mand had erer been issued on this suhjecl, Very true. Thero \\'as no power in the
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ashes of a red heifer mingled with running your hearts" is improperly joined to the 19th
water to purge the conscience. Certainly verse, and that it correctly belongs to the
not. Yet, listen, of just those external seem- following verse; to my mind it obscures
ingly trivial laws, God said, "The soul that the Apostle's meaning as it stands in the
sinneth shall die." common version, and indeed in all other

Behold Uzza, in a later day acting on the versions which I have seen.
the principle that it was a small matter to The Apostle is writing to those who had
violate one of these external institutions.- obtained like precious faith with him,
He touches the ark. Reason approves the and consequently cherished the hope of
act. Look again. There on the earth he Christ's second coming and is desirous of
lies stiff, cold in death! Commentary im- giving them the fullest assurance, of that
pressive! glorious event, and urges on them the ne-

We would be glad to pause and contem- ces~ity of giving heed to the prophetic word,
plate the. wonderful siege of Jericho, the as unto a lamp shining in a dark place, un-
power of the brazen serpent, the dealings of til the day dawn, and the morning star arise;
God with Saul, King of Israel, and the sig- viz: the accomplishment of the desired event,
n:ficant language of the man of God, "obe- and then adds,as a motive for their encourage-
dience is better than sacrifice," but space ment, in your hearts knowing this, that no
permits not. From all these examples we prophecy of the scripture is of private im-
could not fail to learn, what indeed we may pulse or the prophet's own invention, viz:
learn from the whole Jewish system, that being fully persuaded in your minds of the
God constantly is putting to the test his crea- source whence the prophets derived their
ture man; that he tests him by command- knowledge of the things they wrote.
ments the most simple, the most practical A similar expression occurs in Joshua's
and the most intelligible, that his infinite and last address to Israel just before his death,
immeasurable authority is wrapped up in "Behold" says the aged veteran, "I am go-
every such institution, and that he who ing the way of all the earth; and ye know
breaks any, the least of these command- in all your hearts, that not one thing hath
ments, does what he can, to break to atoms failed of all the good things, which the Lord
the power of the Supreme, that he usurps your God spoke concerning you.
the rightful place of God, and elevates his I will now offer a remark on the division
own feeble conceptions of right and propri- of the Bible into Chapters and verses to shew
ety above the unerring counsels of Him that we are not to be guided by them in our
who is the centre and source of all wisdom, examination of the scriptures, but that in
and the perennial fountain of mercy and many cases they serve to obscure their mean-
love. We have thus seen in the three dis- ing.
pensations, Primitive, Patriarchal and Jew- All commentators admit that these divis-
ish; the unquestionable proof of our three ions are modern inventions intended to fa-
propositions, it remains to consider, in our cilitate reference, and not with a view to any
next, the last dispensations of Providence natural division of the subjects which they
with reference to the same principles. embrace. I will give an extract from

J. E. "Horne's introduction to the ,study of the
scriptures," a work of acknowledged ability,
he says, "That they are comparatively a
modern invention is evident from its being

BY J. s. HAVENNER. utterly unknown to the ancient Christians.
,. We have also a more sure word of The real author of this very useful inven·

prophecy whereunto ye do well that ye take tion was Cardinal Hugo, who flourished
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark about the middle of the thirteenth century,
place, until the day dawn and the day star having projected a concordance to the Latin
arise in your hearts:" vulgate version by which any passage might

I am of the opinion that the phrase "in be found, he divided both the Old and New

Concluded in our next.

"
4Jriticismupon 2 Pet. 1: 19.
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Testaments, into Chapters which are tbe I To guard against deception, in a matter
same we now have. of such unspeakable importance as that of

"The introduction of verses into the He- our salvation, we are therefore to "try the
breIV Bible was made by Atbias, a Jew of spiJits whether they be of God," and the
Amsterdam in 1661, the verses into which Holy Scriptures are tbe touchstone by which
the New Testament is now dirilied, are this trial is to be effected. Accordingly the
much more modern. Robert Stephens was apo~tles refer Christians to the doctrine
their first inventor and introduced tbem in which they had taught, as the standard by
his edit:on of the New Testament published which to try every other.
in 1551, an invention which from the great J. L. JONES.
advantage it affords, for facilitating referen-
ces to particular passages, has caused it to Faitb and Works.
be retained in the majority of editions of On the frith of Forth was an old ferry-
the New Testament, though much to the man, a man of much thought and observa-
. . tion, but of few words; a constant studentInJury of its interpretation as many passa-
ges are now severed that ought to be united." of the Bibl.e, and a firm believer in its tru.ths.
On the subject of punctuation he remarks Among hIs patrons were two loquacIOUS
"It cannot be shown that our present systen~ !com~anions, whose business led them across
of punctuation was oenerally adopted ear- the nver once a week. One of them was,
lier than the ninth ce~tury. In fact it seems as he suppo~ed, ~ high-~oned Calvinist, while
to have been a gradual improvement, com- the other Jma~llled lllmself to be .equally
menced by Jerome, and continued by suc- ,~ell.grounded I.n the tenets of Armmlus.--
ceedinO' biblical critics." 1hell' conversatIOn always turned upon some

".. i doctrinal point; The ferryman was frequent-
Autbority of the Scriptures. I'lY annoyed by the repetition of faith on one

The Holy Scriptures are tbe infallible test side, and works on the other, because they
to which we ought to brin'''' all the doctrines were lIsed in a sense so difrerent f;om their
of men, and the only pr~sen'ative against II real import, and so destructive of their
being led astray by false teachers. "Bc- Scriptural ha!mony.
loved," says an Apostle, "believe not every I At length the patient old man felt obliged
spirit, but try the spirits, whether they be of! to interfere. He said notbing, but fell upon
God; because many false prophets are gone 1 the following expedient. Upon one of his
out into the world." By spirit, the apostle oars he painted the word faith; upon the
obviously means doctrines taught by men 5 other, works. It was not long before the
who professed to have the Spirit of God;! zealous but friendly disputants applied for a
and his admonition is intended to teach us passage oyer the Forth. Upon entt,ring
that we should not believe every doctrine in- the deepest part of the river, where the
discriminately, nor any doctrine implicitly swollen water rushed down wilh fearful vio-
upon the authority of men, however high lIenee, the ferryman took in "Faith," and
the pretensions of teachers may be; hOW-I pulled away upon "Works" with all his
ever eminent. their g.ifts; or whatever ap_limight. The boat went round and round,
pearances of pIety, senousness, and zeal they much to tbe annoyance and terror of the
may assume. "Beware of false prophets," two passengers. "Put out the other oar,"
says our Lord, "who come unto you in ~said one of them, in a loud and angry tone.
sheep's clothing" and these various caulions I"Very well ," was the calm reply of the
are urged from this consideration, "because \ old man-at the same time taking in
many false prophets are gone out into the l "Works," and relying on "FaiTh" alone.-
world." There .are ma~y whom the apos-! The experiment with this oar ~roduced ~hc
tIes term "deceIvers" It was foretold that, same result, and drove the wItnesses of it
l~u~:~b~rsof such should co~1cJor arise among ito the conclu,s,ion, ~hat the ferryman was "out
Christians, and that multItudes would fol- , of Ins head. 1be old man however con-
low their perniciOlls ways. ,tiuuod his "practical demonstration" on the

4
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water, until he thought the friends were pre- may be stated thus: If it be unlawful for"
pared to see two things in conne.rion. He believing husband or wife to dwell with an
then called their attention to the names of unbelieving one, until such unbeliever bc-
his oars: "I have tried your way," said he, come a convert to the faith,-if such a con-
"and yours; and you have seen the result. nexion is unholy, unclean, then all your
NolV observe my way." And givingasteady 1 children as they were born while you were
hand 10 each oar, the little boat soon ac- Pagans, are also unholy or unclean, or must
knowledged the power of their harmonious be abandoned. Eutthe natural instincts im-
strokes, by the straight and rapid flight planted in your hearts by God assure you
which she took for the landing.-Amer. that this cannot be,-that they are hOly,--
Mess. Itherefore the observance of faith in either

party does not affect the marriage relation.
QUERIST'S DEPARTMENT. 'fhe force of the Apostolic arguments de-

pends upon the meaning attached to the
Expositions of Scripture. phrase "your children?" A variety of con-

GALLATIN, Tenn., March 1, 1850. flicting interpretations have originated in a
MR. FERGUSON: failure to discriminate between the phrases

Dear Sir:-Will you furnish "your children" and "their children." Had
'in the next number of the "Magazine," an Paul designed to say that the children of
explanation of 1 Cor. vii: 14; and great1y > believinO' parents or where one parent was a
obli~e mys:!f and others. ", , J. G: T: 1 believer:nd the other not, were holy or clean

Ttle SCripture reads: lhe unbelIeVing I' t f th f 'th f tl t" , on accoun 0 e al 0 le paJ en or pa-
husba.nd.ls s~nctIfied by the WIfe; and the rents, he would have said "their children,"
unbehevmg WIfe by the husband, else were! in the verse before us, -i. e. the children of
your children unclean, but now are they the parents there designated, instead of

holy.". .. I"your children,"-i. e. the children of all
.A.questIOn had a,rIsen In the church, of the parents in the church, which latter he

Corlllth, under the Illfluence of the Jewish declares, are not unclean, and therefore to
notions of holy and l~rofan>e~clea~ and u~-! be abandoned. The children of the whole
clean, as to how fal a believer In Chnst church would be unclean, if the lack of
should keep company with an unbelieving faith in either husband or wife rendered the
idolater or Pagan, which had bee~ ~eferred marriage relation unclean; but as this could
~o tbe ~p03tl~. Som~ were ~f ,OPllllO~ that not be, both were holy in the sense of fit for
It wa~ Inco~slstent WIth ChrIstIan punty to use, separated to social purposes.
assocIate with any out of the church, to cat, Eut for the absence of all Apostolical
with them or even to touch them. The Apas-I authority for infant baptism, this passage
tIe, in meeting the question, had in the 5th i would never have been thought of as favor.
chaptor shown, that whilst it would be mani- ing the idea, that the church membership
festly inconsistent for any man called a of either parent gives holiness or light to
Bro:her, to countenance another as a drunk- the offspring to that ordinance. The passage
ard, an extortioner, a railer, &c., yet did he . in the light of its connection can have no
refuse all connection with such without the l refe,rence either direct or indirect, to that
church, he must needs go out of the world. i subJect; and would never have been so used
He further enforces his view by showing but upon the principle that a "sinking cause"
that the principle of excInsive separation will seize hold of any proof whether imagi-
from all IJnbelievers would dissolve Ihe mar- nary or real. Let him who still may think
riage relation, sever the ties which bind pa- differently, look at the passage again, and
rents 10 their children and throw their help- he will see, tbat if the "holiness" or "clean.
le3s offspring upon the cold charity of a pa- ness there spoken of implies a right to bap-
ganrzed world, unprolected and uncared for. tism to children, it impltes it also for the un-
'fhe argument in the verse referred to, is! believing wife or husband, for he or she is
brought home to every parent's bosom; and I equally declared to be sanctified by the
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faith of his or her companion! "The un· ' in hell." A man will hope for and expect
believing husband is sanctified by the be- wha~ man promises: and yet seek not and
lieving wife "as well as "your children."- rece:ve n~t that whIch God proffers. ,A!!
W Id h b r b r . h b d man s affaIrs are conducted upon the prInCI-

ou t ey. ap IZ~ an .un e Iev.lOg us an pIe <)f mutual faith, confidence, and hope;
upon the faith of his Wife? WIth equal au- God alone is mistrusted, and eternal things
thority so far as this passage is concerned, < alone regarded with sceptical indifference.
as their children! It is a monstrous vio-l Thus do men "make God a liar," and re-
I e to the passo-e a d to the '''hole scope ,jeet the counsel of God to their everlasting
enc "1> n , l' UbI' f' th b ddt d'. . . rum. n e Ie IS e 1'oa roa 0 per I-

of the connectIOn, to so mterpret It. And tion.
nothing but a min effort to uphold a human I
tradition unsupported alike by the authOiity
of Christ and the Apostles aI.d by right
reason, could ever have so perverted its le-
gitimate and consistent meaning.

J. B. F.

..
Editorial ruffing'..

From the fulsome notices of each other
which some of our Editors take., we are made
at times to exclajm-"There are GIANTSin

~these days !" But we woul.d ra!h~r s~~ even
Explanation of Rom. IX, 3. (fulsome flattery than peeVish Jrl'ltabllIty.

I have been several times asked lately, Human nature however-at least so.me
. '" human nature-has very kee.1 and qUIck

w~at P.aul meant when he said h~ woul.d sensibilities, which constitute, its genius.
WIsh h:mself accursed from Chrrst for hIS But where men claim to be Philosophers,
bre:hren, his kinsmen according to the flesh" Theologians, and men of science, it occurs
Some translate it. "I was wishing myself to us that .the coolness, patience. and bene.v-
se arated from Christ " but how could he Io.len~e whICh ought to characterize su?h .dIS-

p . . ' . 5 tinctIOn, should at least moderate theIr Jed-
be sep~rated flOm ChrISt be for: he was ~lOlt:d ousy and soften their disputes.
to Christ and after he was uOlted to hIm dId Seriously,it is astonishing holV muc'h even
he ever wish to be separated from him?- public. teach.ers. and' Editors deceive t.hem-
Certainly not. And where the King's selves .I~ theIr dIsputes. If they are mtol-
t J t t th d d f I erant, It is for general good and Dot through
rans a ors go e. wor accurse rom,. private jealousy !Society is injured, not

am ata loss to conceive. Anathema, the dlf- they: certainly not, by no means! Their
ficult term in question is derived from ana up duty they vainly and sometimes sincerely
and Titheemi to place to offer up an offer- conceive, leads them to expose others with

, bitter spirit, when really it is their vanity
ing. which engenders denunciation. They fed

The meaning seems to be fully expressed, the importance of their position, the church
Philippians 9: 17, "yea and if I be offered depends upon it, and hence imperative duty
up upon the sacrifice and service of your compels them to violate the laws of Chris-
faith I joy and re:oice with vou all" He tian discipline, and execrate and anathema-

• '. J J • • tize their Brethren. There is some conso-
was wIlllllg to suffer any temporal afflIction, I t' . I . tl t t' 11d. . . a IOn 10 mowlllg 1a IIDe exposes a e-
If he could effect the salvation of IllS brcth-

j
ceptions, and happy for us if it expose tbem

ren according to tlte flesh. to oursell'es before we go hence to an im-
J. MOORE. partial judgment.

If we would be saved from the peUy pas-
sions to which our nature is beir-if we

From the American Messenger. would give full scope to what is excellent in
Unbelief. our hearts-if we II'0uld attain what is no-

Ho<,' deep and damning is the guilt of un-Il ble in morality and sublime in religion,-
belief. A man will believe el'en his weak ~e must ~s preach.ers, edltOl:s an~ men cu]-
. . . . .' tlvate a SIncer<l and unrelaxmg arm and ac·

falirble, and deceltf~l fellow man upon hIS Itivity for the happiness of others; for those
word, and yet he wIll not and does not be- that love us, for those that are loved by us,
liel'e God. A man fears and provides against ( aye, and for those who oppose and even HATE
the threatenillgs of his fellow-man, who can I its, if anf s~lch ther? be. W~o can d? this?

I k"1l tI b ddt h 'th r !Every D:sclple of Him who dIed for hIS per-
on y I 1e 0 y; an ye e nel er leal'S seculors. 0 that the hallowed influences
nor provides against the threatenings of of this sp:r:t might at this time be shed upon
God, "who can destroy both borly and soul \ us aIL J. B. ]i'.
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'Bro. GILLELANDof Henry County, under preaching of the word, but the abundant
date of Jan. 28, thus writes: ifruits of its power. E.)

"Dear Bro. Ferguson-Having II few lei-l Bro. DANIEL HooK of Ga., Feb. 2nd,
sure moments, I have concluded to write writeH: "With the Brethren in Griffin I
you a few lines in reference to the cause in spent a few days very agreeably, so also
this section of country. with the few at Atlanta. The rains were so

I have been laboring in my weak and hum- incessant that congregations were small.-
bJe manner in several counties in the West- At the latter place, one lady, the wife of
ern division of this state for several years. Bro. Cheek, confessed the Lord, and wr.s
Judging the future by the past, I think I buried with him in baptism. There were
may safely say that if our zeal were equal also incidents at both places which induced
to our knowledge, and our practice COrl'es- me to thank God and take courage."
ponded with oUt' theory, we would in a few Bro. GEO. GRISHAM of East Tennessee,
years, by the help of Goa, plant the stand- writes, Feb. 7th; as follows:
ard of truth permanently in every town, vil- "Bro. Ferguson--Since I wrote to you, I
lage and hamlet of this highly favored land. took a trip in company with Bro. M. Love
But we have to lament with shame and con- ~to McMinn county, on our way to "Six-mile
fusion that many of us have manifested 1 Meeting House," in Blount county. "VO

more zeal for tearing down sects than build-l organized a small congregation, with five
ing up the dIsciples in the faith of the Gos-lold members, one restored, and twelve oth-
pel. Til: brethren are beginning to arise leI's, ,:'ho united from the Baptists, making in
from their lethargy-the cause, in many 1 all eighteen members when we left. In
places, is advancing. McMinn county Bro. Lo\'e immersed two,

r held a meeting the tbird Lord's-day in and sowed seed for a good harvest for gath-
last month, at Reedy Creek, in Carroll coun- ering souls into the fold of Chr;s1."
ty, at which time we had five additions, two Bro. A. E. MYERS of Palo Alto, Mis-
f:om the Baptists, one from the Methodists, sissippi, under date of Feb. 19, writes, "Wo
one from the C. Presbyterians, and one have quite a flourishing congregation here,
from the world. The harrest truly is great regularly organized with officers, meeting
here, and laborers few. 0, that the every Lord's day to break bread, &c. Bro.
Lord Irould send mo:'elaborers into his har- Caskey is our Evangelist, but the calls from
vest. Thousands are pelishing for the want 5other points are so numE:rous and imperative
of the bread of life. The Macedonian cry lthat he spends but little time among us.-
i3 hcard from all quarters, "corne, COME, We are able, however, to worship in llis ab-
COME, help us." 0, Brother, pray for us, sence. He recently held a meet;ng a~ Port
that. God may sanctify us in soul, body and Gibson of an interesting character. There
~pirit-that we may al'live to that degree of were four additions."
~treng:h, that 'one may cha~e a thousand,and l Bro. J. K. SPEER writes, Feb. 19th as,
t.wo put ten thousand to flight.' May the follows:
LrJl'd keep us humble." MT. HORED, Lawrence Co. Tenn.

Bro., TERRYof Caddo Parish, La., writ:ng Beloved Brethren Ferguson and Eich-
to Bro. Fanning, Jan, 3Jth, says that there baurn :-Through the liberality of the Breth-
are several clllJrches organized in that sec- ren of the Churches at Catliey's 01 eek,
t:on and doing Irell. He wishes preaching Dunlap, Liberty and Mt. Horeb, I felt my-
brethren to gi;'e him a ~all, a.nd states that Iself pla~ed under bonds to. serve them as
they shall have a house III which to preach'l Evangeltst for about one-tlmd of '49. AJl
He suys, "we h~ve eigbt member.;; and could i these churches 1 consider as doing well.-
ha\"e a chlJrch If we had a preacher." (Bro. j At Cathey's Creek eight were added, one at
rr., worsbip as best you can without a preach-l Dunlap and seven at L;berty. But they
cr, and no doubt the time will come, and \ sent for me at Tolty's Bend. Brethren Nicks
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place in '48. In July, on my first visit, I As ever, your Brother in hope.
found 18 disciples. I remained five days Bro. JAS. HOL~IESwrites, Feb. 26, from
-eight confessed the Savior, In August I Ky., ""Ve had two additions at Salem (Bar-
visited this place again, remained three days, ren county,) last week. Brother Ford had
fifteen made the good confession, and two ten additions not long since at Berea, Ed-
were reclaimed. In November I spent some monson County."
five days at same place, and immersed ten. Bro. A. H. YARRINGTONof Marion, Ala.,
Through the labors of some other Brethren, under date of Feb. 27th, writes as follows:
especially Elder Nicks, a few mo~ehad been I "We are living in peace and most perfect
added, so that when I left them JONovem·llove together, there has not been a single
bel', their number was 57. . . apostacy since the Church has been planted

In August I held a meetIng ~f great :n- in this place. It commenced with six mem-
terest with the church at Lynm l11e,contm- bel'S about eia-ht years since, with no house,
uing five days. Twenty-nine gained to the no friends-almost as lowly as was the great
good cause. Elders Barrett and White have Author of our Relio'ion, when he made his
done much good at this place. I visited advent into the w~rld. We now number
"Veekley's Creek three times-fLfteen were more than one hundred and twenty-five. At
added to the ~burch. Brothers Wilson :~d Iour last annual meeting in December six
Locke are dOIng a good work here. With were immersed, and one joined by letter.-
the Church at Lasea, at their new meeting Bro. Graham is a precious man. He is now
house, I held a most interesti~g .meeting in Plincipal of the Marion Female Seminary
September. Visited them agam m Novem- of this place, a large and popular Institu-
bel', and through the untiring efforts of Breth- tion. Since he has taken charge of it, it
ren Hardison, Lee .and Dugger, aided by a numbers between 145 and 150 Pupils. Bro.
few visits from Evangelists, about 50 were lGraham preaches reguwrly every Lord'g
added to that church in 184~. .B.u~to spe.ak~day to two congregations in the country, as
of Mt. Horeb, I came to tIllS VICIOlty,With well as to the Church in Marion."
my family, in Dece"mber, 1848, found a few

zealous and devoted disciples-a few more Progress of the.Cause.
came-anll on the second- Lord's day in

KE:\'TucKL-The "Ecclesiastic Reform-February last, fourteen gave themselves to dd' .
. d' er" of Feb. 16, reports 58 a ltlOns.on~ ano.ther, J~ the fear of the Lor) smce lNDIANA.-The "Age" reports 14 addi-

whICh time thIrty-one have been added to. Th R d!'. R b 235 "B'b]" l tlOns. e ecor lor e. . I eour number, mostly by ImmerSion. A few ~Ad ' t" 13. .
. . d I th d \ ,oca e

other points were VIsIte , w lere e g.oo hLINOIS.--"Bible Advocate" for Feb. gives
seed was sown broad-cast, from which, 19 additions. "Record" 6.
some day, will be reaped a glorious harvest! OnIO.-"Harbinger" for March reports

But' 49 is gone! The labors and cares i 574.
-how great-of another year are over, but I MlssouRI.-"Harbinger" reports 50 ac-
we are yet here, "10 do or to bear" something I cessions.. . _
for the King eternal! Still we are one year TExAR.-"BJble Advocate" reports some
nearer that rest that awaits the people of already given in this paper. The "Record"
G d 0 glorious rest! gives 3. .

o. , NEWYORK.-"Harbillger" for March re-",",Vho would not go,

'Vherefricll~'shallmeetaroun~Go~'sthrone. ports 84 additions; "Ecclesiastic Reformer"
To love. to sen"c, to know'?" -l0.

Young Brother Evangelists, be encourag- PENNSYLVAr\IA.-"Harbinger" rfports 6.
ed, and entreated by your humble yet aged MAssAcHusETTs.--"Harbinger" gives 12
Brother, to devote all your energies in the l additions.
service of the great God. 0 God,. greatly i 10':A'-"West~rn Evangelist" rpports 10
bless thy laboring servants, anrI mcrease ~addlflons. Total. 1164.
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POETRY.

For the "Christiau Magazine."

ItIal'k X: 49.
BY R. rr. 1'.

Thou, who on life's way-side liest t

Crushed by want, unnervel.1 by care,
Hc~r what the Savior's clear voice crieth,

Floating soflly on the air--
"He or good comfort,

Rise;
He calletlJ theel"

Youth, thy pleasures have hereft the.
Of thy heart's free joyous health,

Yet a future hope is left thee,
GJorjou~, in Christ's boundless \Yialth.

··.Beof good comfort,
Rise;

He caUeth thee!"

\rVirlow, in thy ~ecrct sighing,
Lone with woc, and grief unspoken1

Think of the cup that paEscd not by him,
Who calls to joy the sad hearl-broken.

U Be of good comfort,
Rise;

He calletb thee."

Orphar.ed infancy is ·~;('eping
Tears, wben young life calls to play,;

.Arc charity and pity sJeeping1
Man, what doth the strong voice sayt

"Rise;
GIVE COl'llFORT,

II He calleth theel

Weep ye for the sunny face!,
Clothed in death's cold shuddering white;

A nd the tiny feers fir~t paces,
Slilled, and taken from our aightl

Be of good comfo11.
Rise!

HE ealled theml

HE it was tllat cha.nged the faces.
Smiling at us in .our arms:

Deem ye not that infant graces,
MURl be half of Heaven's eharms!

Be of good comfort,
Rise;

uHE took them in his arms:'

Life's pilgrimage is often weary,
For the rnarelling word is La.bor·

But tbe loveliest spots will cheer ye,
On the saddest road, and dreary,

"Be of good comfort,
Rise;

He calJeth thre."

Father, let the strong voice cheer u',
'l'hat of old ill Judah rung

In the ears of Bartillleus,
When he to the Savior c1Ullg--

H Be of goou comfort,
Rise;

He calleth th.e!"

Monody.
TO MRS. M H. E .

WHEN on my ear your Joss was klleJIcd,
And tender sympathy uphurst,

A little rill from memory swelled,
Which once had soothed my bitter tllint.

And I was fain to bear to you
f::ome portion of its mild relief.

That it might be as healing dew,
To steal some fever from your grief.

After your child's untroubled breath
Up to thc Father took its ,vay,

And on your home the shade of death
l~ike a long twilight, haunting lay,

And we came round with yon to weep
HPr lovely spirit's early flight,

This story of the Alpine shee!J,
Th1ieW o'er my heart a beam of light:

HTllCY in the vancy's sheltering care
SOOI1crop the meadow'S' tender prime,

And when the sod grows browJl and bare.
The Shepherd strives to make them climh

To airy shelves of pas~ure green,
That hallt;' along the mountain shIp,

Where grass and flowers together lean,
AmI down through Illlst tlle sllnbeams slide.

But naught can tempt the timid things,
The steep Rnd rugged path to try.

Though sweet the Shepherd calls a:ld fiing••
A;nd seared below the pastures Jie-

TW in his arms thcir lambs he take"
Along the dizzy verge to go,

Theil, heedle~s of the rifts and break!'.
They follow on o'er rock and snow.

And in those pastures lifted fair,
More dewy soft than Jowland mead,

The Shepherd drops his tendel' care,
And sheep and lambs together feedl"

This parable, by nature breathed.
Blew all me as the south-wind frcC!,

O'er frozen nrooJ.t:s til l.t float unsheathed
From icy thraldom. to the sea.

A blissful vision through the night
Did all my happy senses sway,

Of the good Shepherd all the hci~htt
Or climbing up the stony way.

I!l)lding that dearest one asleep,
A nd like the burthen of the sea,

Sounded that voice along the deep,
Saying, u.l1rise and follow me!"

From the American Messenger.

The Ninth Commandment.
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.-

Exodus, 20: 16.

uBeware 1he longue that's set on fire of hell,
And flames in slandcl', falsehood. perjury.
III malice, idle talking. t.houghtless tales.
Speak not too much, nor without thought; let truth
In all things, small or great, dwell on thy Bps,
Remember, God hath said, 'He tl1at in word
Offends not, is a perfect man; wllile he
That bridles not his tongue, deceives hims;elf,
Ano shows his faith is vain.'"
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Obituaries. he was so much paralysed he must soon

have fallen, and at the suggestion of one of
'rhe following,taken from one of the Hop- his brethren he reluctantly ceased speaking

kinsville Papers, was prepared for the most and was assisted to a chair. Although his
part by a worthy brother of that place who organs of speech were rapidly failing, and
was a witness of the last hours of our'de- in fact his whole physical constitution was

rapidly yielding to discase, his mind wasnarted brother Barnes:
I unimpaired and he pursued a connected train

"It is thought due to the memory of EI- of thought to the last; requesting when he
del' JOHN M, BARNES to present to his nu- took a seat, that one of his brethren should
merous absent friends and brethren a brief finish reading the chapter.
sketch of his life and some of the most in- He was soon afterwards removed to the
teresting incidents attending his last illness. house of one of his brethren, Col. Poindex-

He was a native of South Carolina-was tel', near the Church, on arriving there he
born in the town of Beaufort on the 27th had wholly lost his sight, and seemed fully
of August 1805. He received at the schools conscious of the fatality of his disease.-
of his native town a liberal education; and DurinO' the whole time that consciousness
qualified himself for the practice of the lastcctwith him, he manifested the same un-
Law. He pursued his profession for a few wavering confidence in God and the promi-
years with success. With an ardent and ses of the gospel that characterized him in
enthusiastic temperament and an ambition health, and asked that his brethren would
for honorable distinction, he was at an early pray with and for him. About three hours
age induced by his friends to enter the po- after his attack he ceased to speak, and
Etical arena. In the midst of his first political seemed to lose all consciousness. From
canvass, his attention was suddenly arrested that time he gradually sunk away until 2
by the superior claims of Christianity. o'clock on Monday the 4th inst. when he

He was immersed and became a Baptist breathed his last, surrounded by an affec-
Preacher, and for several years maintained tionate family and church, and a sympathi-
an honorable and usr:ful standing amongst zinO' community." C.
the Baptists of South Carolina and ~eorgia, Hopkinsville Ky., Feb. 14, 1850.
After a more careful study of the Scnptures, Th b h lJ d' th 'd t
he became convinced that there was a more us was our rot er ca e III e ml s
excellent way and J-Illited himself with the of an honorable and useful career on earth,
Disci pIes of Christ. About the year 1840 to what we must believe is a far better,
he removed to Tennessee and was favorably nobler, happier career in the world beyond
and genel~ally known for s~vera.1 :years a~ an the tomb. With the armor of the Chris-
excellent lllstructor and ab.e mmlster ot the. SId' I d' d I 'I d
Gospel. tlan 0 l('r on, le l€, g .0rlOus ,Y, an

In December 1.348 he removed to Hop- shaH stand, we confidently belreve, With that
kinsviHe Ky., and took the pastoral charge far more numerous host whose song of tri-
of the Christian church. In January folio\\'- umph everlastinrrly shall be "Blessing and
jng he commenced the first session of the I d I b d 'b t h'
S tl K t k I t't t lOnor an gory an power e un 0 1mou 1 cn uc .y ns I u e. ,

The church prospered under his ministra- that sltteth upon the throne and unto the
tion; and the school whose foundation he Lamb forever and ever." E.
had laid but little over a year ago was rapid-
ly growing into a permanent popular insti- DIED, on the 8th of July 1849 at his res-
tion. idence near Russellville Logan county, Ky.,

On Sunday morning the 3d of February, our beloved brother SA~1UELOWENS. Hav-
he met with his congregation and after the ing lived to a good old age he died as he foJ."
usual introductory service, commenced to many years had lived, strong in the faith and
read and comment on the 3d chapter of hope of the gospel. The last sentence he
1st Thessalonians j after recurring to his for- was heard to utter was, "Blessed be the God
mer readings, and affectionately exhorting and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ," &c.
his brethren to receive the admonitions of Brot.her Owen's death is greatly lamented by
the Apostle and become imitators of the the congregation meeting at Social grove, of
church at Thessalonica, he proceeded, as which he was a diligent, persevering over-
many thought, with more than his usual seer and counsellor. He has left our be-
calmness and fervour to comment on the loved and aged sister to mourn hbf loss a few
topics presented in the chapter he was read- days, and rejoicing in hope of meeting him
ing. While thus exhorting his brethren, he in that everlasting abode which awaits all
was attacked with nervous apoplexy, but the faithful in Christ Jesus.
continued to speak until it was apparent that JOSEPH CALAHAN,
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Departed this life on the 24th of January /:We would. remark that, when pra~ticabl(', the
lr.st at Paris, Tennessee, in the 5~th o/ear of best plan ISto order them by prIvate hands,
her age, sister ~LIZABE'1'H ROPER,formerly as the postage is oppressi ve. E.
of Campbell county, Virginia. She had •
been a member of the church of Christ for 1 Letters Reechoed.
many years, and during her residence in! Letters have been received since our last
Paris, she endeared herself to many. She lfrom L Jetton, 1.' L Bissell, G Hudspeth, D
died in the triumphs of faith, and in her last IH Williams, E A Smith, R G Booth, L N
moments, she exhorted her children to live 11\1urphy, J J Tr.ott, T R Beck, F B Lobin-
as the Bible directs, and depalted in peace. igier, T R Gray, N B Johnson, (Tracts aro

M. on the road,) L Norton, J Gilmer, W S
., Campbell, J H Vandyck, J S Davis, A B

What we Need. Fears, J T Sutton, J Gilleland, A J Wyatt,
Dear Brethren, we need a large number E Toney, D F Armstrong, W Hamilton, B

of new subscribers; not thatwe would com- F Hall,J Dl<erguson, J F Bergen, J Holmes,
plain,butthatwedesiretoremindourfriends D H Williams, W T Roberts, G E Taylor,
of1he fact that one consideration alone can J W Richardson, A B Fears, (J Johnson's
ensure the permanent existence of the Chris- subscription all right,) N Bryan, J W Webb,
tian Magazine-a very large . list of good N M Gilmer, W Hester, J Callahan, E
paying subscribers. This list we believe can IWilliams, D F Salley, A E Myers, P. M.,
easily be got from the experiments already Long Creek, N Harrison, (we.send you t\\"o
made. Let each brother who reads this, copies for $2;) J H Moss, J R McCall, (3,)
simply determine to send us one additional! PM Pompey,L Norton, Mrs EO Corzine,
name, and the work is done. Brethren of the I Jas H Baker, (we send you two copies,)
South, and of Tennessee we look to you es·1 Jno <! Turner, T S O~ven, J B Smi~h,
pecially for aid. We will not boast to you of St?ndIng Rock, D G RaIlsback, R M KIn-

. . . . naIrd, W J Alexander, J B Crowder, N Wour desert~. We bel.levethat If they eXist, yo.u Smith, J D Ferguson, M L Mark, J Church-
can andwill apprecIate them. All we ask IS ill,P Reaves, Dr WmJ Barbee, M L Wil-
this-Takeourpaper,layitbythesideofany cox, A G Branham, G Lipscomb, T W
religious paper you may have, and then ask Brent, 1\1!fogan, W N Hackney, C S BalJ,
and answer the (uestion whether your own Jno P BillIngsley, Jas Hutcheson, 'VmAn-

. 1, . Iderson, J Shelton, R M Broughton, J Cal-
paper IS:v~rthy of p~tronage. We are pel- lahan. B F Manire, L W~Jkinson, Flemi~g-
fectly wilhng to abIde the answer to the Iton, B Cooper, J H Yarrmgton, EA SmIth
question. E. and W D Bernard.

We fear that with all the care taken to. · Imake the above jist complete, that never-
TJact No. I. theJess some names have been omitted.--

We have printed a Dew edition of Tract, Should any find this the case, they are as-sur-
• No.1, on the question, "What shall Ido to led that their letters have been attended to,

De saved," and in order that it may be as 1 and th.e credits entered. Some mistakes ar.e
widely cir~ulated as possible, the Publi.ca- j ~~~voldable-they shall be as few as pOSSI-
tion Comullttee have adopted the follOWIng
rates:

" ;Single Tract, 2 cents. This will be the Tl.anks.
price per tract for any number costing less We feel very grateful to our friends foi'

the interest they have taken in the 1\1aga-
than one dollar. zine, and hope that they will not grow weary

60 copies for $1 00 in their labors of love. We desire espe-
150 "$2 00 Icially to express \Jur thanks to Brethren Jna .
400 " " $400 D. Ferguson, C. Cudee, J. J. Mart, D. F.

U d I· l'b I . . ,Armstrong, S. .E. Jones, T. S. Owen, W. '1'.
n er t llS I era .arrangement, we lllVI~e1 Roberts, Wm. Hester, Dr. J. R. McCall, Dr.

our brethren and fnends to send on tbelr~ W1l1.J. Barbee, J. G. Turner, D. G. Rails-
orders wilh tho money as Soon as ]Jossible.l back and Mrs. E. O. Corzine.

..
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John the Baptist. where Jehovah was wont to manifest his pre-
HIs BIRTH CONSONANTWITH THE CIRCmI- sence, with a solemn and uncertain light ren-

STANCESUNDERWHICn lIE WASBORN-THE dered more uncertain by the clouds of smoke
CHARACTEROF IllS PARENTS,WITH A DEFINI- which arose from the newly-fed altar, the
TIO:N AND ILLUSTRATIONOF "RIGHTEOUSNESSpious mind would be awakened to the most
DEFOREGOD." profound emotions. The offering of in-

The first incident in Christian history, is cense, was emblematic of the prayers of
the annunciation and birth of John the Bap- the whole naron, and though it took place
tist. It took place in a priestly family and twice a day, a multitude of worshippers of-
under such extraordiuary circumstances, as ten awaited the return of the priest from the
were calculated to excite the public atten- mysterious precincts with anxiety mingled
tion in the highest degree. An aged priest wilh devotion and awe.] Whilst the people
named Zachariah was in the regular minis- were without worshipping "in the court of
tration of the priesthood in his course, be- Israel, Zachariah, with his censer in his hand,
ing that of Abia, in the latter part of the had entered the temple. He lingered be-
reign of Herod the Grl',at. [Now it should yond the ordinary time, which caused the
be remembered that the four families of the devouter people to tremble fearing that thpir
priestly tribe of Levi who returned from representative, who in their beh,;lf was mak-
the Babylonian Captivity, had been distribu- ing the national offering, had met with some
ted into twenty-four courses, one of wh:ch inauspicious or perhaps fatal sign of divine
was called upon to officiate every week. displeasure. _What was their astonishment,
They had also assumed the old names, as if thereforc, when at length Zachariah did ap-
descended in direct line~ge from the original pear to discover tbat he was both deaf and
heads of their respective families, and were dumb, and to their anxious enquiries could
reorganized as if no confusion had occurred only make kno'yn by signs, that something
since the foundation of the temple. To supernatural had occurred while in the sanc-
this priestly service, there were several func- tuary! He had seen an angel standing on
tions considered of higher and lower dignity, the right side of the altar, who communica-
as they partook more or less of menial dU.-! ted to him the joyful news, that aged as he
tics. That in the highest esteem was to and his wife Elizabeth were, they would be
supply the great brazen altar, which stood blessed with a son, who would prove a gra-
in the holy place in the t('mpIe, with morn- cious blessing to the whole people, whose
ing and evening incense. Into this from the birth would be one of the preliminary signs
court or ante-chamber, the officiating priest universally accredited as prectlrsive of the
entered alone, of which a signal was given near approach of the Messiah whose Har-
to the worshippe;'s witheut by the sound of binger he would be. This child was to ab-
a small bell. Into this sacred chamber the ~serve the strictest austerity from his youth,
light of day was never allowed to penetrate, was to revive the decaying spirit of religion,
but the priest was directed to his worship reunite the nation, and as the messenger
by the dim fires of the altar, and the seven- long promised by Isaiah and Malachi, "pre-
branched Golden chandelier which were pare the way of the Lord." This announce-
never extinguished. In this "holy place" ment must have created a great sensation,
separated only by a veil from the most holy, coming as it did from (he officiating priest,

1
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coming l~git~ately fr~-;~he te~~jec~is
oracular response, and chiming in with the plain, and may be made clear to your under-
prevailing tone of the times, big with expec- standings by an illustration: Bya magnan-
tation of the approach of Messiah and the imous Benefactor, in consideration of my
wondrous events that were to follow his deep poverty and helplessness,r am presented
coming. Zachariah finished his course as with a title to a large cstate, upon which I
priest and returned to his former residence, may enter upon a given time. I have no
where his wife Elizabeth gave birth to the meritorious claim to it-I have never given
promised offspring, who by his direction was ilabor in exchange for it. It is to me a gift,
called John, (grace of God,) upon which its advantages and responsibilities set me
occasion the father's speech was restored, to work. I work not for the purpose of pro-
who burst forth in prayers to God for the curing the gift, but from the very moment
unexpected and wonderful blessing. I am assured I shall receive it, I zealously

II. We notice the character of Zachariah enter upon the business of preparation for
and Elizabeth as given in this history. They the enjoyment of all its advantages and the
were both of the Levitical family of Israel, discharge of all the obligations it devolves
and were either descendants of Abia or upon me. Does it introduce me to new ac-
Abijah, or had in hoeor of that head ofR- quaintances :md associations, I must at once
ciated in that course. by a proper education prepare myself for

"They were both righteous before God, their society. Does it impose highcr du-
walking in all the commandments and ordi- ties, I must separate myself from the habits
nances of the Lord blameless." They of idleness or indifference which belonged
were examples in piety and integrity. A Ito my former humiliated condition. So it
question is often asked as to what constitutes i is in divine justification or the bestowal of
righteousness. We have here an inspired God's righteousness. The estate is already
definition free from all the scholastic dispu- provided-the deed of conveyance has been
tation of the past ages. A righteous man made; sealed in the blood of atonement, and
before God is one "who walks in all the or- delivered by the witnesses of God with the
dinances and commandments of the Lord Holy Ghost sent down from Heaven. But
blameless." Zachariah and Elizabcth lived we must be qualified for its possession. We
under the Jewish dispensation of God's must be translated into the character kin-
mercy. They made the commandments of dred with the estate. We must be weaned
the Decalogue the rule of their religious and separated from our former associations.
conduct, which, with the supreme authority That estate reaches over earth, through all
from whence they emanated, were kept alive the changes and vicissitudes of life into an
in their memory by the observance of all eternal heaven. We must aspire afWlrthe
the ceremonies of the Levitical law. Their virtues that are current in a station of honor
obedience was universal, not that never in and happiness, among companions of celes-
any thing did they come short, but that it l tial birth amid fields of glory undimmed by
was their constant care and effort to obey I clouds of sinful defilement. The method of
God in all his appointments; not sinless, but acceptance by which I come into the estate,
blameless; not angels, but perfect human be- and of preparation for its enjoyment, is
ings; livinghonestly before God, and inoffen- pointed out by God. It is to walk in all his
sivelybefore men. Let us look narrowly into ordinances and commandments blameless.
this subje~t o~ righteousness, for. it. is one ofl Did I live in the days of Zachariah and Eliz-
all-absorbmg Importance. God ISItSdonor, ~abeth, I must walk in the ordinances of the
and the gift is free in all dispensations, but dispensation under which they lived. But liv-
the qualification for its reception and enjoy- ing under the clear light of Christian Reve-
ment is with us,and depends upon our observ- lation, obedience to the commandments of
ance of the commandments and ordinances Christ enjoined upon every creature, and the
under which we have been placed for the character and virtues of his Disciples, must
purpose of obtaining tho favor of acceptance be tho measure of my preparation for the
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spiritual estate of "being righteous before land without which we must be cast out into
God." ~t is God. who. justifies in all ages'l oute~ darkness where ~here ~sdeepe~t of dis-
~Ie provIded the mher.ltance ~nd redeemed ~appomtment and angUish. rhe anCient ser-
It by the blood of Chnst. It ISours to lay vants of God in the promise of an everlast-
hold of it, which we may do by confiding in ing possession of Canaan, looked forward
the truth and honesty of the offer of the to that greater and better and more endu-
almighty and all-faithful Giver. By faith ring country of which Canaan was but a
we submit to his ordinances, and thus stretch type. Abraham and his seed h1\ve been
forth our hands to receil'e the gift. Human made heirs of this world by the righteous-
merit is consequently set aside; human boast- ness of faith; we become heirs in the same
ing is excluded. Do we ask by what rule mannp-r by believin,g on "Him who raised
Paul would answer by the law of flith.- up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was
Rom. 4. delivered for our offences and raised again

Again: Come walk with me within the for our justification."
aisles and beneath the spreading roof of Beloved hearers; "God has raised up his
that beautiful temple. Our way is opened Son Jesus Christ from the dead, and has
and our steps are guided by the light of that isent him to bless us by turning away every
gorgeous window. Pause and let me ask one us from our iniquities." Christ has
thee, is it the window that enlightens the died for our sins according to the promises
temple? It is by the window, but it is the of God which is the central gospel fact, but
Sun, the glorious luminary of the heavens, we must renounce them, and be turned from
that enlightens it. The window transmits them according to the reformation of life
the light-this is its office. So with our faith. which his gospel requires, or we can be
It is the avenue of conveyance by which neither prepared to accept his salvation nor
the righteousness of God is thrown over us enjoy its privileges. He has wrought a
through Christ, the glorious Sun of the Re- glorious work for us: freedom from sin and
deemed Universe. We think the subject is a cloudless heaven; but we must be turned
thus relieved from the darkness and difficul- away from iniquity, for his work justifies no
ties which,owingto the disputes upon Grace one in sin, or whilst loving sin, but only by
and works, faith and obedience, have bewil- turning us away from it as the source of all
dered many honest minds. The Scriptural our woes and cause of all our miseries
teaching now as always, is that righteous- I present and prospective. The estate of
ness before God is "to walk in all the ordi-l justification is provided-the title deed is
nances and commandments" of his religious sealed and made sure to every creature who
teachings blamelessly. will believe and walk in the ordinances and

All the accepted servants of God in every commandments of the Lord blameJess.--
aO"ehave looked beyond this world to a bet- With the authority of the crowned King of
b

ter country, that is an heavenly, as the end Heaven, therefore we may say, Repent and
of their faith, and religious services. The be baptized everyone of you in the name
city with foundations-the new Heavens and of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins,
new Earth,--is the place where righteou~ness.~ and you shall .receive the gift of the HoJy
d,vells. Persons, therefore, who arc "rlght- ~Ghost. Be faIthful unto death and you
eous in the sight of God," who "do righteous- ~shall receive the crown of righteousness laid
ness" who are clothed with the righteo'usness up for all who love his appearing. But I
of the Saints, are the only persons who have know that many of you will conceive that
the promise of being heirs of that world. This it is an arbitrary use ?f the. term righte~us-
righteousness is the fine linen white and ness, found by aCCIdent m ~ur subject,
clean in which John in holy vision beholds which has led to these refiectlOns. But I
the Saints before the throne invested-tbis tell you nay. Everything is atbitrary or
is the wedding garment which entitles ns to natural according to the mood in which we
a "place at the maniage supper of the Lamb," find ourselves. Un;ty of des:gn is the great,
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to me, thegrealest of an evidence of divine ~ments and ordinances, tho means of ap-
inspiration. Writers and speakers amid the propriation bolh of th~ wisdom and power.
deserts of Arabia and the splendors of roy- In the days of Zachariah, the seekers af-
al palaces, shepherds, Kings and fishermen tel' God were as benighted travellers, waiting
and physicians, separated by national habits, patiently the morning aurora that their feet
and by intervals of hundreds of years, each, might be guided in the way of safety and
all, speak and write in unison upon the great peacfl. Surrounded by the shadow of death,
principles of human redemption. Thrice as are all mankind without the light of the
rewarded the man who attains to the appre- gospel, we can appreciate his song of lofty
ciation of that design. The reality of re- $ thanksgiving, with which he welcomes the
I igion is taught every where in the Bible·-l birth of John as the Prophet of the High-
An elemental reality which ever and anon 1 est, who, as the morning star precedes the
comes to the surface and forms the grand rising of the Sun of righteousness. Let
basis of the superficial or important details liS nole every part:cular in this song, and we
of the whole volume. Like the granite of will rejoice to see the gracious provisions of
the "grea~ mountains, \~'hich cann?t ~e Iour ~~d by whic~ men as sinners, exposed
moved," It stands out m bold relIef III to all Its destructIve consequences, may be
"Christ crucified the hope of glory;" but released from sin, and at last delivered from
if you will dig down through a thousand this present darkened and evil world into
formations and surfaces, beneath all fer- the glory and joy of everlasting light and
tile soils and grassy meads, and flowering life:
parterres and arable fields and splendid "Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost,
cities, it may be found the foundation of and prophesied, saying, Blessed be the
each, indicating itself by perhaps slight yet Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and
certain signs. You may find it in the char- redeemed his people, and hath raised up a
acter of every saint, in the substance of eV-1horn of salvation for us in the house of his
cry shadow, emblem or symbol of either servant David; as he spake by the mouth
patriarchal or Jewish or interregnum ages. of his holy prophets, which have been sinco
Underneath all lies that which is, which was, the world beg:m; that we should be saved
which shall be, and which is ever the right- from our enemies, and from the hand of all
eousness of God, the reality ant! vitality that hate us; to perform the mercy prom-
of all RelIgion. It is as it ever has been ised to our fathers, and to remember his
and ever will be,~the question of eternal holy covenant, the oath which he sware to
interest-how shall 1be righteous before our father Abraham, that he would grant
God? Turn it which way yo~ will, and unto us, that we being delivered out of tbe
ponder it as you will, it is the deep ques- hand of our enemies, might serve him with-
tion, the main interest, that drives all before out fear, in holiness and righteousness be-
it. What are we? whither are we hastening? fore him, all the days of our life. And thou,
Who knows? Who can tell us? Who can child, shalt be called tho Prophet of the
describe the voyage or the preparation?- Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of
Ask of man, be he King, Priest or Philoso- the Lord to prepare his ways, togivo knowl-
pher, he is himself but a weather-beaten mar- edge of salvation unto h:s people, by the
iner; who, upon the changeful sea of life remission of their sins, through the tender
may only speak to us as we pass, but who mercy of our God, whereby the day-spring
knows not more than we? We may put from on high hath visited us, to gire light
our ear to their speaking trumpets but over to them that sit in darkness, and in the shad.
the dark and troubled waters they send to ow of death, to guide our feet into the way
us but one "oice-It is not from us. From of peace." J. B. F .

• God alone, hy his o',vn authorized witnesses,
can we gain the an3·.ver; for they answer
with one voice:-Christ crucified, the wis-
dom and the power of God: God's command-

"Bow down thine car, anti hear the words
of the wise, ancI apply thy heart unto my
knowledge."
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For the "Christian Magazine." for tho remission of sins, is one of its inter-
An Apology for Preaching as tho Apos- esting associations. Faith and repentanco

tIcs Preached. unite and are perfected in baptism, as Abra-
One of the most wonderful objections to ham's faith was perfected in the offering of

our preachmg is, "They are water preach- ~his son Is~ac. .
"W'II d f' d h thl's \ Fourthly, we cannot preach Christ, asers. lour goo nen s w 0 urge

b' t' 'd d . th ~ 11 . Philip preached him to the Samaritans ando Jec IOnconsl er an receive e 10 owmg .
U 010 • " to the Eunuch without preachmg baptism.-
p gy. Acts 8 ch
In the first place, we cannot teach the na- < T ' . h J Ch . t t' d.' } 0 preac esus rlS 0 a smner an

tIOns as Christ commanded the Apostles to ~1 t b t' . t h h' . d fi. ., eave ou ap Ism IS 0 preac 1mln e -
teach them, without preachmg baptlsm.- 't I d t 1 tl' . d bt B tm cyan 0 eave Ie smner ln ou. u
Matt. 28: 19. h h Ch . t' ,. I, .., "IV en we preac rlS m connectIOn Wit1 _

DldtheApostlesbaplIzethenatIOnsWlth- b t' I h" d't' t b. ? ap Ism, we p ace 1m 111 a con I IOn 0 e
out teaching them the doctrine of baptism, b t' ddt h' , ... ., ap Ize ,an 0 go on IS way reJolcmg.
If so, then It was the baptism of Ignorance, WI I CI ' t t k flen we so preac 1 HJS,as 0 spea 0
and not baptism into the name of the Father th thO . tl IT' d f G d. . e mgs cOl1cermng Ie "-lOg om 0 0
and the Son and the Holy SpIrIt. d tl f Ch . t th th Ian le name oriS, en e peop e are

Baptism, as it stands in the commission, d t b I' d b b t' d "b th• . prepare 0 e lCvean e ap lze , . 0
is an elementary item of Christian teach- d "
• • • 1 f men an women.
109,. an~ no ~ne can become a ?ISClp,e 0 In the fifth place, we cannot tell the peo-
Christ till he ISt~ught the meamng .of, that pIe words whereby they can be saved, as
item. Pedo-baptists can make dISCiples Peter did the Gentiles, without preaching
without such teaching, but the Apostles baptism. Acts, 10 ch.
could not. 'rhe vision of an angel and the baptism

Again, it is impossible to preach the Gos- < of the Spirit, did not release Peter from the
pel as Ghrist commanded the Apostles to lnecessity of commanding the Gentiles to
preach it, without preaching baptism in or-l "be baptized in the name of the Lord," nor
del' to salvation. Mark 1~ 15, 16. "He secure to them salvation without obedience
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved," to their words. Now, if neither angels nor
is a part of the gospel to b() preached and be- tongues could prevent Peter from preaching
Jieved and obeyed in order to salvation,- baptism in his first discC'urse to the Gen-
He that preaches the Gospel without preach- tiles, why should we be blamed for preaching
ing baptism for salvation, preaches it with- baptism to those who neither see angels nor
out a promise, and he that believes the Gos- speak with tongues.
pel, with~ut b~lievi,ng in baptism.for salva-j Sixthly, We cannot spe.ak the ,:ord of
tion, belteves It WIthout a promIse. The the Lord, as Paul spake It to LydJa and
Gospel without an application, is no gospel, the Jailor, without preaching baptism.-
and the gospel in its application is, "'He that Acts, 16 ch.
believeth and is baptized shall be sal"ed," I Baptism was a part of the word of the
we cannot therefore, preach the gospel, with-! Lord which they believed and obeyed, and
out preaching baptism, and we cannot be- so important was it in the salvation of the
lleve the gospel without believing in bap- jailor and his family, that it was attended to
t:sm. the "same hour of the night." HolV un-

In the next place, we cannot preach re- like those preachers of this age, who preach
pentance, as the Apostles preached it, with- to the mourners all night and never say
out preaching baptism for the remission of, baptism once!
sins. Acts, 2: 38. I In the last place, we cannot tell a beliey-

Repentance in the abstract, is not the re- ing penitent sinner what to do in order to
pentance preached by the Apostles. The the washi~g aw~y of his sin~, as did.Christ
associations of repentance give to it its im- and Ananlas, wlthout preachlllg baptlsm,-
portance. Baptism in the name of Christ, Acts,22 ch.
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Saul was the subject of three splendid work, are spread out for our contemplation,

miracles-the vision of Ohrist, the vision of as on a broad scroll, the bright and burning
Ananias, and his restoration to sight-yet thoughts, which are ever revolving in the
he was to do the command of Ohrist by An- mind of God. The motions of the stellar.
anias, and that command was, "Arise and and planetary systems, display the ope-
be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling rations of the divine mind. Here, we may
on the name of the Lord." see the attributes of God exhibited, which

Christ and Paul and Luke and Ananias are ascribed to him in the Bible. Are the
stand before us in the sacred record, com- purposes of God accomplished, and the hand
manding us to go and do likewise. Shall of his providence seen, in the events which
we not do so? Will we suffer ourselves to transpire; they too, are a revelation of his
be scared out of our right, our duty, and will. Prophecies we can see fulfilled in
our senses by the sectarian cry of "Water !" the events recorded by the Historian, and
"Wated" scripture doctrines and precepts, exempli-

Now, brother preacher, what think you fied in the experience of mankind. To what
of these things? If you cannot teach, preach better commentaries on the scriptures can
the gospel, preach repentance, preach we go then, than to the volumes of nature
Christ, tell the words of salvation, preach and Providence: God's own books, which,
the word of the Lord, nor tell a sinner what throughout, afford us such ample demon-
to do for the washing away of his sins, as stration; such convincing proofs of the truths
did Christ and the Apostles and the Evan- contained in the written word? Do prophe-
gelists, without preaching baptism, what cies seem obscure? The full history of the
course will you pursue? people, and cities, and kingdoms addressed,

Will you preach as Heaven commands makes them plain. Do the Divine laws and
you, or will you preach "another gospel !" precepts seem unjust? The oxperience of
Before you determine, hear this awful sen- man demonstrates their correctness. Are
tence-"If we or an angel from Heaven truths written in ink unintelligible? The same
preach any other gospel,lethim be accursed." truths, in nature, shine in sunbeams. It is

PREAOHER. written, "that they shall all be taught of
God." Let God in Nature; God in Provi-

Education on Chistian rrinciples. dence; and God, by that spirit which accom-
CONCLrDRD. panics the word, be h is own interpreter; and

But think not that true education limits its this scripture would be fulfilled. Small will
aim~ to an ea~thJycalling alone: 0 h no! Th~s be the space, then occupied, by systems that
maXIm reqUIres that one, also, WlllCh IS start in conjecture and end in surmise or
heav~nly be .kept in vi~w; ev~n the prize of dogmas, that are proved by scriptures, ;hat
the high callmg ~f God m Chnst Jes~s. Th.e are culled out, not to express their own
good.teacher WII.lthere~ore make hIS pupIl meaning; but the preconceived opinions of
p~'actIc.allyaequamt~d WIththe way to make the author. Trashy, the theology of those
hISc,allmg,andelectIOn sure; an~ where s~all who substitute metaphysics in the place of
we .tind thIS.way revealed, but III the BI?le facts. Worthless, the disquisitions and pul-
T.hls revela~I~n may, an~ shou~d ~e s.tudled pit harangues of those, who give assertion
WIth that WilIChharmolllzes WIth It, m Na- and declamation in place of actual demon-
ture and universal history. That creation stration and convincing proof. But lest you
is a revelation from God, none can doubt; should think that we have forgotten to carry
for the works of God, of courso, declare training into Christian education; we re-
their author in language too plain to be mis- mark, that as we would have the arts and
taken. Here, we see the actual ideas of sciences learned in practice; so would
the. divine m.ind, clothed in lll~terial ~orms, we have Christianity and Godliness, render-
wlnch are hiS own workmanshIp; and m the ed profitable to man in the same way, and
Heavens above us, which declare his glory, what place more surtable, for this kind of
and the firmament, which showeth his handy- tmming, than a working institution; where


