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CORRESPONDENCE. 221

~nd'~:~he;;~~'~~:; pron:::l~gat~;b;~~
did not these families called Levites take, glslate for the great "I AM." Can we get
a tenth of all the nation of Israel and then ~a preacher to proclaim this and kindred
gave a tenth of their tenth to the priests or truths to the six thousand inhabitants of
sons of Aaron for their support? our beautiful and flourishing city? We

I want you to straighten up this matter; promise no money to the Christian preacher
the people have got it all tangled lip so visiting ds, but we believe that he will get
they know neither the beginning nor end souls for his hire.
scarcely. There is a yOllng gentleman in our city

Your~ in hope. who earnestly desires to be buried with his
J. C. ANDERSON. Savior in baptism, but no preacher in his

P. S. What age was Eleazer when he reach will perform the ceremony, or allow
succeeded to the High Priest's office at him to obey the gospel upon an Apostolic
the death of his father? J. C. A. confession of faith. He asked a delegate

Will Bro. Howard be kind enough to an- of the Baptist Convention, which recently
swer the above? F. assembled in this city, "if there was a

minister in the convention who would bap-
tize him upon an apostolic confessoion of

COLUMBUS,Ga., May 8, 1852. faith?" and the delegate hesita'tingly an-
EDITORS CHRSITIAN MAGAZINE:-Dear swered "No." He told him lle "believed

Brethren: The interest I feel in primitive with all his heart in the Lord Jesus Christ,
Christianity embolden,s me, unaccustomed had repented and desired baptism for a
as I am to writing for the press, to say a few knowledge of the remission of sins."-
words to the numerQUS readers of the Ma- "Well," said the delegate, "we can't bap- ~
gazine. tize you unless you will go before the

It is not known to the writer of this, that church and give in an experience of grace."
there is a single disciple in Muscogee co., Our young friend replied that if he (the
and yet the 'purport of this communication delegate) would direct him to any passage
is to beg of you to send us a preacher. in the bible requiring him to make such con-

Every thing must have a beginning, and fession before a church he would cheerfully
though we now have no church if we can comply with the requisition. But though
get the right kind of a minister it is my the arguments of the young gentleman were
honest conviction, founded upon the result unanswerable they proved unavailing in
of many conversational discussions upon the mind of the Baptist. On last Sabbath,
the subject of primitive Chris~ianity, that he called upon an old Baptist minister in the
hundreds in this country would embrace country, demanding baptism of him. The
the truth were it proclaimed here in all its Baptist asked him if God had pardoned
purity, simplicity and loveliness. The WI' i- his sin~. The young gentleman replied
tel' of this has conversed with a number of that ne loved God, that his heart had been
persons, members of orthodox churches, as changed, and that he desired baptism in
they are termed, and a great majority of order to a knowledge of the forgiveness of
those to whom he has introduced the subject sins, and asked him what Peter meant when
have franldy admitted that the posi:.ion oc- he said "repent and be baptized FOR the re-
cupied by the Christian Church, viz: faith, mission of sms." The Baptist hesitated a
repentance and baptism, in order to a Imowl- little and observed that Peter did not mean
edge of the re'mission of sins, cannot be the sins of the soul, but the sins of the
successfully controverted. And quite a body! The remission of the sins of the
number have admitted that a church should body! What does it mean? But the can-
ilave no creed but the Bible-that no con- didate for remission urged his demand upon
ference, synod or assembly have any right the Baptist, who at last said to him that if
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he would attend tbe next conference meet-l to shar~Hden, we;;it no~
ing, if the brethren had no objection he j a wid,?w's mite?-ED.]
would baptize him. The young man who l --
would receive no denial, asked the preacher MIDDLETON,Miss., May H" 1852.
if Philip required the Ethiopian to go be- BRO.FERGUSoN:-Please give the follow-
forll a cllurch in order to get the consent. of ing a place in the Christian Magazine:
the brethren. The old minister rrplied that NORTHMISSISSIPPICO-OPERATION.
the times had changed; th,at he had not tbe This meeting of the Churches in North
power of communicating the Uoly Ghost by Missi3sippi will be held at Cotton Gin Port,
the IlI.ying on of his hands after baptism, Monroe county, commencing Friday the
aI;ldthat he could not baptize any man with- 24th day of September. I am requested
out some evidence that God had forgiven by that church to say, that ample arrange-
his sins. ments are made to accomodate all who may

Can we get a prea.cher who will allow attend.
men to obey the gospel under the same con- By request of the Churches,
fession of faith that they were wont to make T. W. CASKEY.
in the days of the primitive purity of Chris- ~ .Bro. "'! m.. Bro":n o.f Illinois has been
tianity? i With us m this regIOn for some two months

We regret that we cannot hold Quta more pasdt.',..There ~ave beet! some 60 additions
B

. . at luerent pomts. l' W C
atteTing IOducement to the humble Chris- • . .

tian Minister visiting our city, than the
~ere so{newhat uncertain "hire of souls." MARION,Ala. May 6, 1852.
We have no place of worship-no brethren BRO.FERGUSON:Dear Sir:-At a called
-and all the ol·tllOdox to cOI;ltendagainst. meeting of the Co-operation in South .J:;\la.,
Bu. the ca\lse is God's-~ruth is mighty- 1st May, the following proceedings were
and tha~ "ALL POWER" which triumphed had:
"o'er the grave" will assuredly su~tain and 1st. Ordered the Treasurer to pay Bro.
uphold the humble Christian preacher, and IJ~cob ~reath the ~tipulated sum for his ser-
abundantly crOWDbis labors with success, lvlC~SWIth us dunng the fall, winter and
even here, among this creed-dev.oted people.j sprmg.
~hould the spiritof God move sOlne Chris-l 2d. A vote of ~hanks to Bro. Creath for
tran preacher .to "pass this way," by giving ithe a~le and effi~lent ~anner ~n which he
me timely notice I will make the necessary ~~ad dIscharged hIS dutIes to thiS Co-opera.
preparation for his reception, in the way of han, an~ a letter of commendation be
getting \l house in which he may proclaim handed hIm by the Secretary.
the truth. Should this meet the eye of Dr. 3d: P. B. Law~on instructed to take the
Hook, the present State Evangelist for Geor- field m Bro. Creath's place, laboring stated·
g,ia, it is hoped that he will make it conve- Iy at Marion, Old Town and Oak Grove un-
nient while visiting other places to give us til the next sitting of this meeting in Oct.,
a call. Let us pray dear brethren. that the and that he report to said meeting the sta-
Lord will send laborers into his harvest, for tistics of the Disciples west of the Alabama
truly the harvest is ripe hut the laborers are river to the Mississippi line.
few. Yo~rs in the Lord, 4th. A CI'·operation meeting suggested

P. F. LAMAR. as proper to be held by the Disciples on the
east side of Alabama river before its next

[We have a single o?je~tion to the above. silting, and that Bros. Graham and Kight,
It proceeds upon the prinCIple that Preachers their evangelists, be requested to report
~ho~ld preach ~or.the love of soul.s. This Ithe statistics of the Disciples east of the
IS ngbt. But IS It not equally Tight that I Alabama rirer to the Florida line to said
those who ask their labors should propose Imeeting. '
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5th. The brethren of this Co-operation ~miles from home, while he should alone
will aid all they can the brethren on lhe wend his way on stages, steamboats and
east side of the Alabama river to su stain the like, to the home she loved so dear.-
their evangelists. But ah! when life's troubles are o'er, if we've

6th. Meeting adjourned to meet again been faithful, we shall reach a common
Friday the 2d Lord's day in October. home, where parting, tears, afflictions and

I)uring Bro. Creath's labors in this part of all the thousand ills of life shall be as a
tpe country he has encountered many dis- str~n~er. Oh! that we may live a~d die the
adva~tages, having labored principally in clmstlan and be resurre~ted the salOt!
new places so far as the gospel we preach In hopll of eternal life, your bro.,
is concerne~, had b'ad weather most of the P. B. LAWSON.
time and seldom could get a house that was
comfQrtable to speak in. He has, Q9wever, ELKRIDGEjGiles co., Tenn.,
been instrumental in adding sometbing over ~ May 31, 1852.
twenty persons to the saved, among tbem I BROS. FERGUSONANDHOWARD:-Know-
a Baptist preacher, Bro. Rich'd Graham, ing that it is always refreshing and cheer-
who presided as Chairman in our delibera- ing to the children of God to hear of the
tions and is now laboring as an evangelist. advancement of the gospel, I send you a
He has I trust sown good seed in this sou- brief summary of my public labors for the
thern soil and. we yet hope to see the fruits last lour weeks, which you are at liberty to
thereof. Bro. Graham and myself held a publish if you think proper.
meeting of two days in Sumpter county a On Monday after the first Sunday in this
few weeks since and had the pleasure ,)f month, I preached at Bethel in Maury co.,
receiving another Baptist preacher, a Bro. (Bro. Gooch's old neighborhood,) where
Dr. Edmonds, who will also lapor in one person made the good confession. At
the Lord's vineyard. I mention these per- a meeting held on Elk river, near Elkton,
sons not by way of boasting, nor yet invj- of four days, including the third Sunday in
diously, but simply to show that the teach- this month, in connection with brethren K
ers of the orthodox Israel are awakening to R.. Osborne an~ J. H. Dunn, we received !}

the truth and are disposed to advocate it.-l persons by confession and bapt.isrn. At
We now have five evangelists within three I Robertson's Fork, (where I hold my mem-
or four counties here, where a few years bership,) on the 4th Sunday in thill month I
since, we had none. We trust a brighter immersed 2 persons, 2 others made confes-
d,ayj~ dawning o'er this floral land, and sion who have not yet been bapti~ed. At
that Alabama will yet be renowned for her Wilson's Hill on last Saturday I immersed
love of the ancient gospel, a)1d jler obl!- 2 persons, making in all 16. The greater
djence to its requirements. Bro. Creath part of the above persons are ill the bloom
leaves us in a few days and with the prayers of youth, and I trust some of the~ will be
of the disciples for his safe arrival at his pill.ars in the church when my "lisping.
home in Palmyra, Mo. 'fhe c.lo~.Jof our stammering tongue lies cold in, tbe gr~Ye."
meeting on Monday evening was trulyaf- I was greatly cheered by the company,
fecting. After a warm discourse by Bro. preaching and exhortations of brethren Os-
C., we all gave him the parting hand while borne and D.unn. It has fallen to my lot
singing an appropriate hymn, save one, his for ten or twelve years past to labor nearly
eldest daughter,sister Mary, who has married ~all the time by myself, and 0, how it com-
one of our young brothers,and remains with I forts me to fall in with a fellow-laborer and
us. She, w:th that affection which a grate- hear the sweet accents of mercy fall from
ful child feels for a kind and somewnat aged his lips.
sire, feU upon his neck almo;:;toverwhelmed Your Bro. i,nhope of a blessed immortality,
with the idea of being left a thollsand, WADE BARRETT.
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MT. HERON, May 27, 1852. ~ Notices.
BRos. FERGUSON AND HOWARD:-I had ~ Brother T. A. WITHERSPOON,Evangelist

the good fortune to plant a church at Wi 1-~for East 'i'ennessee, desires us to give notice
liamport, Maury CO., last year, numbering that protracted meetings will commence at
some 38, to which several have been added Smyrna, Bledsoe county, so as to indude
the present year. Here is a band of noble l the 1st Lord's day in August; Post-oak
brothers and sisters. They show their faith·l Springs the 2nd; Chatate, the 3d; 'l'reilton,
They have a good brick house to\vorship Ga., the 4th; 2nd Lord's day in September,
in, and wish the preachers one and all when- at Athens; Flairs-creek, the third j Rock
ever convenient to call and preach for them. Spring, Ala., the fourth; Spring-creek, Mc-
The young congregations in the field of my Minn co., Tenn., 1st Lord's day of October,
labors are doing finely. Praised be the (a Co-operation meeting,) and at Cain
Lord! As ever your brother, creek, Walker co., Ga., the 3d. He is

JOSHUA K. SPEER. anxious that preaching brethren should

f S· V II' meet and labor with him at the aboveBro. G. O. BURNETT, 0 pring a ey, < I. ~paces.
Polk co., Oregon, writes that the cause IS!
prospering beyond his most sanguine ex-

~ pectations in his section of that far off land.
The Brethren Powells and Waller of Illi-
nois have moved there and there are seve-
ral young men who are devoting them-
selves' to the ministry. The ~lessing of
Heaven rest upon their self-denying labors.

Brother TAlT, of J;>a., Ieports 15 ad,di.
tions in the boupds of his labors.

Error Corrected.
"A SISTER," calls our attention to the

fact that Thomas Dydimus, the Apostle,
did not express a wish to die with Lazarus,
as is represented in an article on "the Apos-
tles" in the March number of this work,
and in many commentaries upon John 11;
16-btit with Christ. "He said to his fel-
low-disciples, 'let us go and die with him'-
that is Christ" We sit corrected, and feel
our indebtedness. Under the influence of
such instructors, we must become, "tam
sapit quam sus mactata."

STRA'I'A,Montgomery co., Ala,
May 12, 1852.

SOUTHALABAMACO-OPERATIONMEETING.
BRO. FERGUSON:-It was recommended OBITUARY NOTICES.

by a called Co-operation meeting of the I=================
brethren, held 1st Lord's day in May, at~
Marion, Perry co., Ala., that the brethren
south of the Alabama river hold a Co-ope-

• ration meeting p¥eviolls to theirs in the fall
of 1852. The brethren are requested to
attend at Fair Prospect Church, Montgom-
ery co., Ala. '1'he Churches and scattered
brethren are recommended to make out the
statistics of their members, and send mes-
sengers who may give all necessary infor-
mation respecting their condition and wants.
Will all the preachin~ brethren in and near
this district meet with us? Brethren, let us

," .
try to have a regular system of Evangeli.
. . ~ D'EDin the triumphsof faitlj.onthe lCthof February,Zlllg. Whosoever ye shall approye by) 1852, t'i,ter W,LldOI'HJOIINSON,consortof J. L. Johnson,

. , . 'I membersof the Churchof Christat Cotton·Gin Port,your letters, them selld to bring your Ilber- \1iss. Onthe uexl day,Sister SARAHREDDING.The
. F . P deceasedwere s'stel's, and the lastof motherAlatone'sabty to 'air rospect. family. Onthe same dal',Sister BS'I",a Aa.,srao,,<>,

WM F KIGHT wifeofbrotherDruryArmstrong,ofthe samechurch.
B H·IL'LIARD' \ "HIesscdarethe deadwhodie in lhe,~or~."

• • S I. VI • CASKY.

CllUROJ[ 0,. CHRI~'JI, MIDDLEYON, MiSS.'lMay2:1, J8';2.
Orderedby the Churchthat brethren Wm,H. Curtis

and Rich.A, Sellard,prepare a minuteof the death of
Bro,Tho.Heslepto be entered on our Church-book,
whoreportedas follows:

Whereas,theafflictivehandof death has, for the 1Irst
time, since our organization as a body of Christians,
removed from our society one of our little number our
well-belovedandvenerabtebrother,ElderTllOM:ASHES-
LEP,whosede;Ighlit was 10 knowh1sMaster'swill and
to performil.

IIIthe deathof Brother Heslep,our lit!!e church Is
bereaTerl of one of illl most efficient, most intelligellt
and truly piousmembers. But we rejoiceto hope that
what is our 10S8is his gain, and that he has gone to re-
ceivetherewardthat awaitsall the faithfulill ChristJe-
sus.

BrotherHeslepdepartedthis life 011 Lord'sday,16th
May, 1852, at his residence in the town of Middleton, at
12 o'clock, P. M,in the 60thyearofhisage.

Wett.H.CURTIS'l C itteR. A. SENARD, ,ornm e.
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lfered about sins~-brought safely-through
the water. In my opinion you are vulnera-
ble, with the weapons, of a sharp-shooting

BRO. FF.RGUSON-Dear Sir :-1 am a linguist. Look out. After your own trans-
common farmer of Mulenberg Co. Ky, far lation, your mind becomes clear. Peter's
removed from the literati amongst my breth- language becomes so perspicuous, you de-
ren, and comparatively illiterate. clare, without an intervening doubt, that

You will therefore excuse my blunders, "Christ by his spiritual n.1ture, or by tAe
and accept, in a Chrilltian Spirit, the follow- Spirit, did preach to the Spirits of the in-
ing. I have known the wise, sometimes visible world." On page 114 you add,
taught by tho ignorant, and A!:sop informs "and still he preached, having the impris-
us, a lion was once liberated by a mouse. oned dead for his congregration."

Some eighteen months ago, I directed a If 1 were to attempt an explanation, of
. Copy of the Christian Magazine, to be sent Peter's words, he went and preadled to the

to my son in Missouri; I having then, inclu-i spirits in prison; by saying: "By which
ding Grand Children, nine in family, and al- spirit also, speaking in Noah, he preached to
80 a copy to my daughter residing with me; the persons now in prison;" you on your part
for their sake 1 ask the favor, that you pub- would say; this is McKnight, and I have seen
lish this as coming from a father ever watch- it before; also Gill, Scott, Henry and other
ful over their spiritual welfare. commentators, and they failed to intercept

On page 113 April No. of C. Magazine my eight years view. Although it is a quo-
I read a few days since your expositions of tation from McKnight, neverlheless it is the
1 Peter 3: 18. 20, headed the "Spirits in faith of ninety-nine in a hundred of your
prison. _ brethren.

This dear brother, is certainly the most If I were to say the word, he tcent and
exceptionable expo£ition I ever read from preached, was a pleonasm you would an-
your pen, and in my humble opinion fraught swer, I know many lea~ned m~n, and com-
with much mischief to all lovers of the flesh mentators, have from time to time underta-
within its reach. ken to prove it was a pleonasm, but none

After an apology you say" I submit the $ have been able to ·obstruct my clear view.
,.' $ What then shall we do to clear our broth-

followl1lg tran8lat~on, paraphraze and re- F " f h' I I' h'
k It b . d" er erguson 0 IS menta ec 'pse on t ISmar s, Wtt ecom~ngmo esty. .

I I,· . . I b subject. I have tho.ught heretofore, on a
am no mgUlst, or CritiC. t ecomes .

l'. b t k"11 d' h f h clear day I discovered a spot, here and there.larmers, et er 8 1 e ID t e use 0 I e .i,' d' k
h d h on your sun S IS.

plough, t e axe, an t e saw, to keep out of -:-_-:--:--::- __ ---,- _
deep waters; dry land suits their occupa- *.8ro.T, objectsto theversion"'abontlins." Neverthe-

lesl it is theliternl readingofthe ph••se: "pari .m.TU.,,"
tion best: but in truth my brother, a feader It wasevidently intendedto desilnate the obj•• t or that
of the common English bible, ought to be about or forwhich, he suffered. .Manyof the mootor-

thodox critics 10 render it and defend the trane'atioa.
pitied, if he received it, either as a transla- Indeedwe followedone of the most recent and highly
tion, or paraphraze. I cannot see how you approved orthodox versions In this rendering. W.

knew at the time that H~r•• v-huntrrs, )IOhosescentI.
could throw even into a paraphraze, such as alwaYIkeener than their Judgments, would suspecl

11 'l C' if Her~sy IInderthe phrase. The translation('all be de--doing we -doing ev~ - hnst once su - fendedwithall men whoare not .llypercrlticsl
1

For the ChristianMagazine,

Spirits in Prison.

..
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The ancient and modern spiritual astron- dear brother disregard the boundary of
emers, have failed, it seems a hopeless un- earth, with strong faith, like Curti us, lea.p
dertaking for one poor clod-hopper. into the gulf to save all Rome, the living and

the dead.I will attempt it, at least as a preventative,
to my children and others, who have faith I fear you have by llome mental illusion,
in me, provided brother Ferguson will hon- affixed metes to Messiah's existence, boun-
or my scroll with a few types. Failing to daries to his power; and measure to his
convince you, I hope some one of our more Iwisdom. . .
enlightened brethren, will discover some I Was there ever a ttme that Messa.ah was
method to call vour attention to the truth at not? When and by whom was his power
present'hidden from you, the consequence limited? Who has measured his wisdom.?
.of a 100 extended view way down into the He met Abel at the altar, and rejected
JIlotley region of ring-streaked and spotted, Cain. He translated Enocn, and drove a-
brown, gray, and black spirits, the universal- way Lamech the murderuos polygamist .
.ity of Winchester memory. He saw Jacob and loved him. He Sll

I have often lost my spectacles, when too Esau and hated him. He found Peter and
much hurried, by looking too far off, over- helped him. Saw Herod and condemned
Jooking them, but when patience returned, him.
found them near my nose, much to the mer- Thousands supposing, because the atone-
riment of the lookers on. ment was made, the ransom paid, anno mUll-

This may be the case with you dear broth- di, 4,000, the antediluvians had injustice
er. The word is nigh thee even in thy done them.
mouth, and in thy heart: that is the word of i Th~y .certainly had a law, a gospel, suited
flith which we preach. I to their mfancy and youth. A gospel ofea-

'With others I think your philanthropy sy comprehension, and easy obedience.
'.carries you beyond God's truth and justice. If not how could Abel by faith offer II

-You wish all men to be saved, you will it, more acceptable sacrifice than Cain? How
and baving willed it, you preach it, and save could Enoch walk with God without a rule?

.them, nolens, volens. By what law did Lamech learn the .pro-
I rely on God's justice, love, and truth, priety' or impropriety of his act in slaying

tha.t the good, and virtuous, will be saved: the young man? Why were some called the
and that the evil-doers, and the vicious, will sons of God, and others the sons of men? Is
be lost. God partial, and changeable, that he with-
. Job. 8. 20. Behold God will not rast away holds terms of salvation from one generation,

the perfect man; neither will he help the and sends an abundance of favor to another?
evil-doers. And the hJpocrite's hope shall God so loved the world, that He gave his
perish, whose hope shall be cut off, and son that whosoever believed on him should
whose trust shall be a spider webb. Titus, lnot perish, and this son gave him-
1: 16. . I self a ransom for all, to be testified in dlle

They profess to know God; but in works time.
they deny him, being abominable, and dis- I admit that without us, that is, without
obedient, and unto every good work repro-' that done in Jerusalem; Enoch though he
bated. walked with God, could not \;Ie saved, un-

You plunge many fathoms deeper inlo less, Jesus had corne in the flesh, died,
the spiritual abyss than-any of the sects. A was buried, and raised again, Enoch and
Romanist would dread. tIle depth. Noah, Isaac and Jacob would be lost for-

The sectarian would grant full pardon, ever.
to a dying malefactor, though he postponed As far as the atonement, Qr pa.yment of
prayer to the brink of earth, provided he the ransom, is applicable to man's redemp·
uid on leaving "I feel so happy." But you, tion, it matters not, whether Christ was
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crucified the day after Adam's expulsion, or lwas too near home, among my kin people.
anno mundi seven thousand; provided those [have no warrant or commissi:m to pray for
to whom the word of God was divine, or the dead. I would feel as insulting the
a gospel suitable to fallen man, in any age, Lord, and acting presumptuously.
was believed and obeyed. Yours with brotherly regard,

God has never left himselfwichout a wit- P. L. TOWNES.
ness. In' the covenant of mercy, believing, REMARKS.

obeying man, is the beneficiary; and he Our first objection to the above is that it
should not be curious as to the time of pay- savors too much of humility for the pre-
ment, nor even stagger at the terms of life, ltentions it makes for the care of the spirit-
but leave the time of payment to the cove- ual interests of others. We will not call
nanting parties, and obey the condition, it affected humility; but a little less of the
whether Patriarchal Jewish, or Christian. "farmer," "clod-hopper," &c., and a little

You say you "pity the man, who limits the more of manly statement and defence of its
benefits of Christ missi(:mto the compara position would be no injury either to its
tively few who hear of him, and leafn his spirit or power. Its allusion to ploughs,
ways, while they remain in the flesh." 8xes, and saws, reminds me of an incident
If I understand you, you mean, the demons, that occurred in my early ministry: Byac-

or disembodied ·spirits hear it, by Jesus the cident, I had an appointment to preach at
Christ in the nether world, either in propria the time and place of another, made by a
persona, or by some minister. very illiterate but equally pugnacious cham-

I recollect when a school boy, I learned pion of orthodoxy. When we ascertained
in the heathen mythology a story about 0r- the priority of his appointment, we insisted
pheus and Euridice; I think she was bis wife; on his preaching. But he replied that he
a serpent in the grass it was said, stung her iwas a very "umble" man; had no learning;
to death, and as well as 1 recollect she went ~was called to preach, he knew not why, and
to the dark regions of old Pluto. that I must take his place. I again insis-

Orpheus it seems, was well skilled on the ted; he again refused. I thanked him;
lyre, went down to the regions of gloomy preached; and what was my surprise when
Dis, and so charmed the inmates oftne dark I had finished to find my "umble" friend
domain got permission to redeem his wite. ready with sword and bow, or rather with

I did not believe it then; I thought it a bludgeon and claymour, for a baltle. He
fraak of some author's fancy, but even think replied to my d;scourse, or to his under-
it more probable, than the doctrine, that the!~standing of it-and he understood it about
Holy Lord Jesus Christ, the King eternal, as well as Bro. Townes has understood my
immortal, invisible, the only wise God, after exposition. He bellowed, foamed and
his suffering, should descend into satanic roared against me, and after about an hour's
regions of outer darkness, to invite Judas, "umble'} effort he concluded by saying he
Herod, Pilate, Annas and Caiaphas. and was nothing but a "plough-boy," had never
Dr. Webster of Boston, to the maniage sup-l rubbed his head against a college-wall, but .--
per of the Lamb.---You must pity me, was compelled to speak as the spirit ga~e
Bro. Ferguson. I have the consolation that him utterance! I meditated no reply and
I have the pity. of a very good·man. I knolV was about to dismiss the audienre when a
some delil{htful characters who think wrong grave old Scotchman, a Presbyterian as I
on some subjects. Ionce knew a man, a afterwards learned, arose and desired to
very good man, who believed Moses' wife make a remark. He said, "the young geQ.-
was a black woman, I thought it a small mat- tie man had told us he had never been to
ter whether Zipporah was black or white, college: thi" we would have dis~overed had
but when he began- to prove Sarah was he not told it; and as be had been a 'plough-
black also, I thought it time to stop him, be boy,' he thought he had better returilto his
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plough, for it became one so 'umble' much IFor this "new translation" he offers not the
better than the pulpit!" We would by no; shadow of proof,unless it be Dr. McKnight's
means institute a comparison in the ca~es Iparaphraze. .We say to Bro. Townes, be he
before us, only so far as the humility ofl farmer or philosopher, that according to the
pretention is concerned. Our correspon-j King's version, he cannot find such an idea.
dent needs not the defence of his humble To the common version we have not the
calling, for it is as honorable as humble. slightest objection. Nay, we prefer it to
Besides, he seems a Knight of no ordinary any we have seen, and gave ti,e paraphraze
mettle. We admire both his appearance he refers to not because Wf: objected to it,
:and movements. True, he appears without but that we might in mOle modern terms
helmet or shield, but he holds a keen cirne-l express its legi1imate intention. It does
tar in his hands and very gracefully runs it I not say that Christ preached to the spirits in
through his antagonist. Unfortunately, ·prison "in the days of Noah," as Bro. T.
that antagonist proves to be a man o~straw, and many others read; but that these spirits
and tilting at it he pitches himself full were "DISOREDIENT"in those days. The
length upon the ground. He calls his op' reference to the days of Noah is not to the
ponent "Universalism," but as there is no time of the preaching, but of the disobe-
such enemy in the field, we do feel as we dience: "Which some time were disobedient
behold his tremendous thrusts, that per' WHEN the long.suffering of God wa.ited
chance the plough would be the more use- in the days of Noah." Will Bro. T. please
ful weapon in this volunteer controversy. note this, before he lays bye his plough
He has entirely mistaken the point of our again, and r/e-read any accepted translation
"Exposition." and like the valiant old of the passage, and answer the question;-
Dutchman of New Amsterdam, he has, in to what does the allusion to time in the pas-
his zeal, cut off the cabbage.head, in's\ead sage refer? To the preaching of Christ or
of that of his opponent. . ~the disobedience, in the days of Noa.h? We

Brother Townes, although "no linguist," I do not hesitate to say, that any un~rammeled
offers his first objection to our "trans- mind by the reading of the common ver·
Iation." The objection amounts to this: sion will be compelled to say, that Peter
"You lire vulnerable in my opinion and declares that Christ being put to death in
some one who is a linguist will give you the flesh did JD or by the Spirit preach to
a sharp arrow. Look out! " We will take the spirits in prison, even the spirits disobe-
his advice and keep upon the watch-tower. dient in the days of Noah; and the Apostle
But we fear not the arrows of men who have predicates the glory of Christ ancI the con·
inve(>tiga~d ,~n.ough to understand the solation of Chris,tians exposed 10 a mar·
difficulties of the passage. To us he re- tyr's death, upon this fact, and its kindred
sembIes a blind man with eyes turned to a one, that all the invisible spirits, principali-
mountain. He affirms lte sees no mountain ties and powers, are subjected to him.-
and therefore there C:1O be none. Next, if T~ere c~n be.no doubt that th,e, author of
he were to attempt an explanation, he would thiS Epistle dId teach that Christ preached
give the following: "Christ speaking in Noah lto. the imprisoned dead; a~d. this was the
preached to the spirits now* in prison.!' faith of all Orthodox ChTistlans for hun-

dreds of years after his death, and was
never abandoned till Romanists abused the
Scripture as they have many others for mer-
cenary purposes.

Next, Bro. T. being exceedingly anxious
for the spiritual welfare of his chitdren, very
humbly suggests, as Bro. Ferguson'll mind
is under an eclipse, that his attention {be-

*"SUU'UllfOW; lIC PIU80l'f ," is a correot though not a
tl\era1 \ransla\ion. Spirl·s means the aouls sf men ou\
eflhe body, as in iv, 6; Hebrews xli, 23; Luke xxiv. 3;,
39. "Now in plioon" is an elipsis very frequent in the
!'lew Tealamen\. Thus, Peter v, 15, "The church thaI
la (new) in Bahylon. Rom. xv,;)C; ·'The poor saints, they
in Jerusalem," i c, who are now in Jerusalem. JUSt8o,tO
\he apllUs (who are) In prison, or now in prison. No 1m-
par\lal crilic will caU in question this venion a•• ua·
\allied by general usage.
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nighted man!) has never been called to the tion. No impartial man can find it there. /
truth (i. e., his and the very common opinion We affirm nothing of the incorrigible, either -
of the Scripture) and that in pure benevo- in this state or the next. We know of no
lence to him, or at least, to the aforesaid gospel either for imprisoned or free spirits
children, he will remove the cloud. We al- who have lhe light and ",ill not walk by it;
low all such bumble remarks to pass. They who llaving heard of the Redeemer away
Dever excite more than a smile at the with his redemption. There are no terms
pleasant self-complacencies they reveal. in God's universe .by which the wicked,

But his allusion to Winchester, the Fa- persisting in his wickedness, can be saved.
loher of Universalism, is unfortunate. If But when men adopt a philosophy or a re-
he will show us that that good man Iigion that consigns all infants, pagans and
ever gave such an exposition as ours, we idiots, or any man of any country or state,
will congratulate his abandonment of the living or dead, to remediless perdition be-
plough and do all we can to have his pen icause he has not heard of the way of life,
pointed for the remnant of his days. The jwe repudiate it; our soul within us abh~rs
insinuation, however, we repel. We have 1 the thought; and we protest that no Scrlp-
no affinity for modern Universalism. More ture of God, rationally interpreted, gives it
than three years of our ministry was spent the shadow of support. For our "Exposi-
in conflict with that system. In repeated tion" of a particular Scripture, this or any
public discussions with some of its Masters, other, we care but little, perhaps too little;
we have often defined our "umble" position but for the idea that thp. Redemption of
to it. One thing, however, we can say, we Christ is not limited by the very partial.
never met an advocate of that faith who knowledge of it that the history of this
did not treat both our arguments and our world for six thousand years presents, we
position with gentlemanly and often Chris- would not h~sitate to give up reputation,
tian bearing; and never one who sought to yea, all things; for in giving it up, we give
prejudice the people against us by calling up our faith in him as the head of the wlwZe
our conclusions by hard or offensive names. family of God. In this idea we are not
We •..ish we could say this of some who call! alone. The best writers of all Protestant
us, Brolher. Permit us, Bro: :r., to .say to Ichurches who have writt~n on the ~ubj~ct,
you and to others, very poslilvely, I~ you (make it the glory of Chl'lst that IllS Wide
please, the day is past when truth, or eve,} and everlasting monarchy extends over all
opinions of truth, advocated respectfully, worlds and all conditions of the individual
ean be put down by calling them either spirit, and that there is no limit to his do-
Campbellism, Unitarianism, Universalism, minion. If Bro. '1'. has overlooked the
or even Romanism; and of all people in this truth that Ghrist is the head of all things;
fair land, our Brethren should be the last to that the things in heaven as well as upon
engage in this work. We have some spe- the earth are reeonciled by him j that the
cimens to give upon this subject hard to be invisible dominion is his as well as the visi-
uttered and so hard that they shall not be ble, we would advise him always to over-
uttered unless compelled in defence against look his "spectacles," for they cloud his
lohose who have been deploring all their vision and limit it to flesh and sense and
li,es the very course they now pursue. No time, when the eye of his u~derstanding
truth of any importance ever gained cre-, being enlightened by the revelation of God,
dence without meeting all sorts of antago-l he might see a love anll a dominion o'r
Dism: All we complain of is, that "our 1 Christ that passes all human knowledge.
Brethren" have learned 80 little from their Paul prayed for such a sight both for him-
l!uffedngB under baseless misrepresenta- self and for all believers in Christ. We
tions. would affectionately return our Brother's

( There is no Universalism in our expos i- quotation: "The word is nigh thee," &c.
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Suppose,we ask a few questions: It is said ldescended into the regions ~f the damned.

that the kingdom and dominion shall be; But we do think that a man who could can-
given to the Saints-for what purpose shall ~didly SO interpret any thing that we have
they be given? To torment the people placed said, ought to continue at the plough.
under them? This would be to make dre- We never pray for the dead, Brother
mons of them all. Again, they are to be Townes, but we do for the living, and we
kings and priests unto God and reign with could not close this communication better
him over the nations, people, &c.-WilJ than by a prayer that we may be delivered
they officiate for a condemned or a savable both in the flesh and out of it from the
people? Who now "affixes the metes of judgment of all who could represent our
Messiah's existence, power or wisdom1" views of 1 Pet. iii: 19, &c., ~s countenan-
He that circumscribes it to its effects upon cing any single conclusion you have drawn
a mere modicum of the race of men·who from them. May we have a more liberal
hear of him in the flesh, or he who believes construction, both for the benefit of your
that all shall hear; and if any thing in their children ilnd all concerned. One thought
fleshly or uncontrollable circumstances pre- more:
vents that hearing while in the flesh be- i Christ is revealed as a righteous monarch,
lieves still they shall hear? Who, Brother of universal being. We pretend not to
Townes? know the vastness or maonitude of his em-

. "All that Bro. T. says of Cain, Esa)J, pire, or the nature and bearings of his di.
Enoch &c. &c.,we most heartily respond to. versified ministratiolls. One thing we know:
These all heard. It is of those who never The vast majority of our race have never
hear in the flesh that we venture an opin- heard of him in the flesh. How they are
ion. What he says may be pertinent, for all to hear of him in the invisible world, we
we know, to some hallucination of his mind may not be able to conjecture; but tllat they
that we favor Universalism, but it has none will hear, is unquestionabl 1. We pretend
to any thing we have ever written or said not to know to what extent the Redemption
upon the condition of man either in the of Christ f$tretches beyond the limits of the
flesh or spirit. world we occupy; we have only said that

Bro. T. has a fine recollection of his several scriptures indicate that it is not con-
school-boy readings of classic mythology. fined to these limits and that facts of our
We think he has a still better recollection of I experience and observation go to wea-ken
them than of the Scriptures if we may lour faith in it, if it be so limited. It is cer-
judge by his quotation from Timothy, 1: 17. tainly very clllarly revealed that the eyes of
Will he allow us to tell him that there is all God's sinless and intelligent creation are
no Scripture that says that the Lord Jesus turned to the scene of our redemption, and
Christ, the King Eternal, immortal and in- but for the veil of our flesh we would often
vissible "the only wise God" suffered.- see thern encamped around us. And tho_
When he finds such a Scripture, we will be Scriptulles which describe their interest in us,
glad to. hear from him. Nor do we COli- more than intimate that the effec·tof ihe tn-
ceive that he misrepresents Paul by tSuch umpn of Christ ill tllis world, extends over
an expression, apparently based upon his other quarters of God'll universe. It offers to
address to the majesty of Heaven and Earth, us no detai.lsof this wondrous economy ibut
more than he does us by the remainder of it does assure us that among the myriads.of
the quotation,viz: that Christ descended the celestial forms, the song of the Lamb
(linto Satanic regions to preach to Judas, that was slain sends its strains of gratula-
Pilate, Herod" &c. What, does not Bro. lion as flom ranks and numbers innumer-
T. know that Hades, translated hell, does iable, whose commingled voices make lh~
not always mean the regions of the damned? iwhole Heavens ring with its jubilee. (See
We have never thought nor said that Christ IRev. v.) This and similar scriptures are



OFFICERS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHRUCH.~~~-~~~- ~~~~~.
231

<c~l~ulated to take off the freed mind from
its fleshly c~mceptions and send it abroad
through the vista of a succ ession of ages
snli ministrations that flows without termin-
ation in the never-ending administration of
the Kingdom of God.

possible, with the word of God, in all
things. The importance of this in a bishop
will be readily seen. Hence it is said or
them: "They watch for your souls as they
that must give account;" and to them,-
"Take heed to yourselves, and to all the
flock over which the Holy Spirit has mad4t
you overseers ;" and "watch and remem·
Iber," &c.
$ 3." Sober"-of l\o sound mind. sane, sober·

POSITIVE QUALIFICATIONS. mindeJ, temperate, having a well regula-
~. In the first place, according to the or- ted mind, collected, discreet. From these

~tr of the apostle, the bishop "must be the definitions of the original term, it will be'
hyshand of one wife," or, as we understand seen that this qualification has reference to'
it, h~ve but one wife; that is, at a time.- the mind .or disposition, which must be of
T.his was very important in aD age of tbe the character here referred to. The elder
w.qd~ when polygamy, tbe h~ving of a plu- must be "prudent-his mind free from all
ra}i;ty,of wives at the same time by one man excessive passions-must, while he woul~
w~s univllrsally prevalent; permit~ed by govern others, practice the government of
the laws of all nations, and even among the himself." This has no reference to sobriety
Jew\! by ~he Lord himself, who connived at as regards intoxicating drinks, as that ~
it, ~nd "winked at those times of igno- menti~ned in another place j but to sobriety
r~c!3." But as the Christian sy,stem per- of mind, which is as necessary and import·
mits the having of but onli' wife at a time, Iant as sobriety of body; as a man may be
tbi' practice is forbidden by it, particularly ~intemperate in mind and temper as well as
the bishop, on whom it must have a most body. ~uch a man is not fit for a bishop;
dl}leterious and immoral effect; and also as be must not be eccentric, intemperate in
beiJ;lg an officer so prominent and influen- language, and extravagant in his notions,'
ti~, that his example must exert great influ- calculations, and opinions; but must have
-eoce on those under bim. In those coun- a well regulated, governed, and balanced
tries in which polygamy is now tolerated, mind, and be calm, collected, dispassionate,.
this qualification is as necessary to be at- and discreet.
tl}nded to at the present time in selecting 4. "Of good behavior" -Desirous of or·
bishops, as it was then; and is necessary der and decorum, modest, decorous, or·
nplY, even in our own country and those in derly, decent, becoming. These definitions
~hicb polygamy is forbiden by law, in the sufficiently explain this qualification, and
ca!'c of a man seeking this office, who is show its importance in a bishop; for with~
gu.,ilty of bigamy, has two or more wives out these, how can he rule well, exert the
li,Y;ngat the same time. Iinfluence he ought, and ,be an "ensample to

..2. "Vigilant." -We will first give the his flock 1" "His conduct must be SUitedto
de-finition of the original term here, (the the dignity and gravity of his function.
G.reek,) as it will greatly aid the reader in His visage, his conversation, his dre~,
Ul].der,standingthe translation. "Vigilant," his gait, his manners, should beall in keep-
then, means sober, temperate, circumspect, ing with the importance and excellency of
prudent, connected with watchfulness. It his office." The last five words of the
iIppJies prudence in actions, words, conduct, above definition, are very expressive of thi.
and a constant and vigorous watchfulness, qualification.
bO,thof the elder's own self, and those over 5. "Given to hospitality"--Kind to slran-
whom he is placed j to see that his and their gels, hospitable. It is unnecessary to en·
eQDduct always corresponds as much l!-Sllarge mlich on this, as almost every body

J. B. F.
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knows what is meant by hospitality; but its the other qualifications. It is just as ne-
importance in the character of a bishop, cessary to the bishop to be "apt to teach,"
may not be sO,easily perceived. Hfor noth- as to be "sober," "vigilant." or any thing
iog ebe, it would be necessary to show that else. No one has any right or authority
philanthropic and fraternal disposition whatever, to lay aside this qualification,
w~ich should belong to his character; but where it is wanting, and have a man ap-
when Paul wrote his epistles to Timothy pointed because he happens tv have the
; nd ritus, it is probable that the bishop's others, or some of them. Unless a bishop
house was the home of traveling and strange, possesses it; how is it possible he can obey
brethren; and \\'ho so tilted to entertain ~the command to "feed the flock of God,"
them? But we would not have it inferred with the milk and meat of the word? A
from this, that these alone are to be the sub- bishop or elder not qualified to teach would
jects of his hospita);ty; as it may also have be an anomaly! He must be "apt to teach,t
reference to all strangers who may stand in both publicly and pJivately. "Able,''' says
Deed of it, fo¥ some having entertained Paul to Titus, "by sound doctrine both to
6trangers, have entertained angels una- exhort and convince the gain-sayers."-
wares;" and an injunction binding on all "Having," says Macknight, "good knowl-
Christians, is, "be not forgetful to entertain edge of the things he is to teach, a clear
etrang-ers." This might be enough here, manner of expressing his thoughts, and a.a
but we cannot well pass by some most ex- earnest desire to instruct the ignorant."-
cellent extracts on this qualification, by an 'l'his quaUication is also implied in the ex-
able writer on pJimiti've Christianity: "In pressions: "Holding fast the faithful word
the days of the apostles, inns or taverns as he hath been taught," and the things
were much less frequent than in the pres- which thou hast heardofme, the same com-
ent age, and in this country; and Christians lmit thou to faithful men, who shall be able
were often severely persecuted, and dis- ~to teach others also."
persed penniless, and doomed to wander 7. "Patient"-Easily yielding, gentle,
in destitution over the earth; so that there mild. This is a qualification so well un-
were much greater demands made upon the derstood, that it needs but little comment.
bospitality of the primitive Christians, thau It is one very essential to Christian charac-
upon ours. Still, the measure of our abil- ter, and upon which great stress is laid in
ity to practice hospitality, and the measure the Bible. It is some thing enjoined upon
of the demand made upon this ability, is, in all Christians, and without which a man
this respect, the measure of our obligation. can not be a perfect Chaistian, much less a
The apostle intended that bishops should be good bishop.· But its importance in him
open·hearted, liberal, social. He knew will readily be seen when we consider its
&hatan unsocial churl must be, from the ne- necessity in his daily and constant eommu-
cessity of the case, so despicably meagre in nications with individuals of various char-
all that renders lovely and attractive the hu- acters, dispositions, &c., with whom he has
man character, as to render it inexpedient to do, in the discharge of his official duties.
to induct into the office of Bishop, any per- In this, there will be a constant call for pa-
aon not endued with those attributes of soul tience. In him "let patience possess her
which would prompt a man to the practice perfect work," in order "that he may be
of hospitality." perfect and entire, wanting nothing."

6. "Apt to teach"-Skilful in teaching; 8. "One that rules well hisownhouae""':'"
apt or qualified to teach. This is a most To set over, to appoint with authority, to
important qualification, and without which be set over, preside, govern, superintend.
110 man is fit to be a bishop, tbough be ha\"e This ruling well his house, means his fam-
.Uthe other qualifications! And it is made ily, particularly his children j "having his
lly the apostle equally important with all f children in subjection, with all gravity,"
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adds the apostle. It denotes "one who has according to his character, and deportment.
the command' of his own house; not by Wicked and corrupt as the world is, they
eternness, severity, and tyranny, but with generally I- ave a correct knowledge'of whal
all gravity; governing his household by is in accordance with Christian character,
rules; everyone knowing his own place, and what is inconsistent with it; and can
and each doing his own; and each work Uudge of its correctness or incorrectness.
having the proper time assigned for its be-! If a disciple, then, have a bad report of the
ginning and end." We have here, in this world, unless he has been slanrlered ,it is gen-
qualification and its adjunct, both the man- el'ally pretty good evidence that he is not a
Der and reason of doing well. The original good man, and unfit to be a hishop. He
seems to have reference to order, to keeping could not be expected to rule rightly and
in order; an essential thing in ruling well. )ustly, and could not, of course, be "an en-
In the epistle to Titus, this qualification is ~sample to the flock."
comprehended in the expression, "having 10. "A lover of good men"-Of good-
faithful children." The original .of the ness, or of good things in general. "A
word "faithful" here, means, of true fidel- lover of goodness will be a lover of good
ity, firm in adherence to duty, truth, &c. men, and will practice goodness." This is
Deserving of confidence, worthy of belief also necessary, because if a man is not
or credit, &c. That character connected such, how can he be qualified to approve
with, and the resuft of being "brought up that which is good, and reprove, censure, or
in the correction and instruction of the conect that which is bad? Besides, a mall
Lord:" such children as W3 term dutiful cannot even be a good Christian, and not a
and obedient. The man who rules well his lover of good, as love, and the love of that
own house will have such children; and the which is good, are prominent traits in the
haying such children is an evidence that he true Christian character.
ru1es well his own house. As a reason for 11. "Just"-Blameless, innocent, good,
this qualification, the apostle adds directly upright, righteous, humane, benevolent, be-
after: "For if a man know not iJOwto rule Inign, indulgent. From these definitions of
his own house, how shall he take care of the the original term, we can learn what is here
Church of God." The bishop's "gifts for intended by the term "just." It probably
government must be that open, tender, pa- not only has reference to justice in com-
tie nt, wise, prudent and authoritative care, mercial transactions and intercoUl1Se,up-
wbich II loving parent exercises toward his lightness in dealings with men, hut also to
ehiJdren. And if a man does not discover an equable character, one having nothing
these qualities in the management of his about it superfluous or deficient.
own bouse, how shall he govern the church 12." HolY"-Pure~ un.:orrupt, just r0-
of God?" No man whose children are bad, ward God; performing all the duties of
'Wicked, disobedient, unruly, strangers to piety toward God. It is rendering unto
the house of God," &c., is fit to be a bish- God th~t homage, reverence, obedience and
cp, be his other qualifications what they adoration due him j "rendering unt.o God
may. that which is God's; devoting to his service

9. "A good report of them that are with- wha tever of our own he requires. Such a
ottt" -~aring witn~ss, testi~ony, evi.dence, 1 ~ualification is not only necessary to Christ-
profeSSIOn,declaratIOn, publiC attentIOn by Ian character and to make a bishop "an eD-
those who do not belong to the Christian sample to the flock," but is also necessary
ci>mmunity, who are without the church, to the proper and rightful performance of all
or in the world. The importance of this his various duties.
qualification can also readily be seen. A 13." Temperate"-Continent, having the
man who professes to be a Christian, has control over one's ·passions and evil affec-
generally a good or bad report of the world, tions. This Lot only includes the idea or
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al>stinence or temp;;ance in the use of in- J inebriated~larlr
toxicating liq\lors, (whICh is referred to else- ialld habitually in such quantities as to keep
where,) but also temperance in every thing his system always excited by it, and under
else besides eating and drinking; temper- its influence, is utterly unfit to rule or teach
ance of mind, in language, the indulg<>nce the Church of God. How is it possible fQl

of the passions, &c. Temperance in eat- such a man to be calm, cool, collected, dis-
ing is as necessary as in drinking; and the passionate, qualities so essential to a ruler
dellUnciations against the glutton are almost in the Church 1. And what an "ensample to,
aa, heav'j' as against the wine-bibber. One the flock would such a man be!
·of the best definitions of temperance is, 3 "No striker"-One who is apt t,o
·"Tb.e moderate use of things useful, and strike, who is contentious, or censoriotls,
totAllibstinance from those which are per- or gh:en to reproaches; one who is ea:sUy
nicious." The importance of this qualifi- provoked to bl?ws, or in the habit of l"e--
cation to the bishop, is obvious, as without proaching, ~hrowing out censures, &c., ca~
it, l,e can neither perform his duties faith- not make a good bishop; for how can he [1,11,

full)' and efficiently, nor be an ensample to impartially and with equity, and be aQ e,~.
those under bim. lsample? It is one "not ready to stri,ke It

H, "Holding fast thefaitliful word"- i person who may displease hi/U."
The reason is added, "that he may be, able 4." Not greedy of filthy lucre"-No~
by s.ouDd doctrine, hoth to .exhort and con- eager for qishonorable gain, sordid. "Not
"ince the .gain-s3~ers." T~at is, he must using base and unjustifiable method; .0£
be sound ID the faith, adhermg to the "form livelihood. A bishop's secular vocation, if
of Bound words." For, without this, how he have one, should be in keeping with th~
can he t.each correctly w.ha~ is God's will 1 dignity, gravity, and purity of his office.17

How can he keep the discIples sound and The definitioll a.bove sufficiently illustrateil
b,ealthy in the faith 1 Where a man is not this trl\it. The "filthy lucre"is "dishc;mor-
",sound in the faith," he is almost sure to able gain;" the making of money by h~c
b.e teaching and enf.orcing his own opinions methods, as the distillation and vending of
and speculations, instead of God's word! ardent spirits, buying property on the cqlJ";
And one who is liable to be "blown about tinO'encyof elections enO'aO'ing in lotteriello , 0 b r rtJ
b;y every wind of doctrine," is no better, swindling, cheating, publishing and selling
and not fit to b,e made a bishop. ivicious and pernicious literature, &c. The

incapatiating quality of such a character, i~
obvious enough to all.

1. "Blameless"-Not liable to be ar- 5. "Not a brawler"-Not disposed tp
rlligned, unblameable, jrreproachable; not fight, not qU;1I'Telsomc, or contentiou.s, anj!
to be blamed, "one against whom nothing pel Caps a noisey and vociferous scolder.
scandalous can, in truth, be alledged." It All know what is meant by a brawl. it
".ean not signify sinless, because according also includes the idea of being litigiqll§t"
to ,sc,ipture, there is no man without sin, fond of "lawing," or disposed to go to law.
or who is not liable to commit it." This is Not only would such a man be a bad '~en-
necessary to a bishop, >.IS he should always saIpple to the flock," but such a dispositi~
be.as free as possible from censure. would incapacitate him for "ruling w.e.!J."

'ft. "Not given to wine"-Pertaining to How can a man be fit to rule Qtherll, wko
wjne, revelry, &c., prone to intemperance, can not rule himself? Not only this,-bJ,lt
drunken. 'fhe importance and necessity of the bishop Ehould be "quiet and peaceaple;
this qualification are obvious. An intem- ias far as possible, a peace-maker in ~hl!!
rerate man, or one in the habit of using to Ichurch; and, therefore, for this, as :well a.s
excess intoxicating drinks, whf'ther wine, other reasons, should be himself ~ P!;ap,e-
br-andy, whiskey, &c., whether he becomes ml}kilr.',

NEGATIVE QUALIFICATJONS.
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6. "Not covetuous."-Not sordidly fond to be a bishop. One of the best tests,that
of money, but liberal, gel1erous; "not inor- a man is fit to rule and govern, is, that he
dinatelya lover of money; not desiring the submits himself to be ruled and governed,
office tor the sake of its emoluments." If in all situations and relations that render it
the love of money be the rootof all evil," necessary.
it must incapacitate a man for being a bishop 10."Not self-willed"-One who pleases
or overseer of the flock. Anciently, when himself, self-complaisant, assuming, super-
bishops devoted themselves entirely to the cileous, arrogant, imperious. Most dis-
work, and were sustained in it, supported qualifying traitsl Such a man can not rule
by the brethren, there was danger of some with equity or impartiality, nor will disciples
doing it for the love of gain. Hence the in- be disposed to yield obedience to him. A
junction: "Feed the flock of God, taking disposition of this kind in the ruler, is better
the oversight, not for filthy lucre." The calculated than almost any thing else to pro-
love of money would also make a man a duce refractoriousness! It is a companion
bad ensample,and incapacitate him for fuling 1 of unruliness. "The being self-willed is
well and impartially; for he would be too classed by Peter as among the worst sins of
apt to Qe partial to those of the greatest the apostates of Christianity. Even Christ
possessions, who were able to give him most did not his own will. To be self-willed, is
and wink at their misconduct. to be presumptuous. It leads to tyranny, to

7. "Not a novice"-A neophyte, one schism, to faction, to many evil works. It is
newly implanted into the Christian Church. connt;cted with pride, with vanity, with
Novice means a new convert; and the bish- ignorance."
op must not be a new convert. The ret~son 11."Not soon angry"-Prone to anger,
is given: "Lest being lifted with pride, (in irascible, passionate. Of all characters,
consequence of office,) he fall into the con- such a one would be most unfit to rule.
demnation of the devil." Such are but Neither equity nor justice could be expect-
"babes" in Christ, and must come to the ed from such! and a most bad ensample
"perfect stature" of a man in Christ, before too! "A choleric or irJitable man is nQ~
they are fitted to rule. How would babes fit for a bishop. He may expect opposition
and children appear ruling in the political iand contradiction from without and within;
affairs, or the families of the world? Be- and if he has not the command of his own
fore they can do that, they must not only temper, he will di8grace himself and the
become grown men, but acquire age and church; and by hasty and passionate se-
~xperience, must be elders in these. What verity, do much harm to the church and the
sort of elders would babes and children in world." J. R. H.
Christ make! [To be Continued.]

8 "Not accused ofriot"-Prodigal, prof- '"
ligate, guilty of luxury, dissoluteness, de· A Week in the Country.
bauchery. We all well know what is We have again been in the country and
meant by riot, and being riotous. Such a have wandered over the green fields and
dispositi'on would unfit a man to be a bishop. beheld th~ waving harvests and have seen
Such a character would unfit a man to rule, them bend to the breeze of Heaven that
llJld make him a bad "ensample." fanned the sweating brow of ,the reaper and

9. "Not unrul3l"-Insubordinate, fl'- cooled the fevered breast of the man whG
fractory, disorderly, contllmacious,lawless.l gathered up 'the sheaves. We have se~n
If a man is unruly in the church, will not the rich pastures flowering as beneath the
submit to its discipline, and obey its rulers, smile of God, and the cattle reclining in the
or!s unruly under the civil ~uthorities, or shade or moving about in ~portive felicity.
any where else, where obedience to law, We have laid us down in that shade and
rule, or government is necessary, he is unfit awakened many a long.slumbering memory

235
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t.hat held the dead as well as the Jiving up- themselves and the whole country the re-
on its unfolding tablets. And we have mote, benefits. It would be a small matter
grasped the honest hapd of long-tried .in a country so universally prosperous, to
friendship and communed with it in th", quiet support such a man and to entirely disen-
and the confidence that forgot the n~ise and l tangle him from the world. We pay Oleo
the heat and the hurry of the busy clly, and, liberally to teach our children, twent} Ql

it has been a bath to our soul, while some lfifty in number, during the days of labor in
whom we have defended and honored and the week. They teach the rudiments of
who ought to have greeted us as a son in a science, with reference mostly to their io-
common faith, have used towards us the terest in this world. An earnest and a
words of ridicule, misrepresentation and faithful preacher gathers his school of hun-
insult. Sueh is the mingled cup of numan dreds upon the day of the Lord, to teach it
bliss. Let us drink it, for its very bitter- the rudiments and practice of the science of
ness may prove a tonic-as the smile of God the spi ritual life. And shall we not regard.
in nature and the heart of fellowship with the one with equal interest with the other!
friends, has been a baptism to our spirit. If we do not, others will: our reward will

We had the pleasure of a brief visit to a be lost and our souls will starve in lean-
parti 10 of Southern Kentucky-a field ofl ness. A liappier, more useful, more hon-
o~r forme~ la.bors, where we ah~ays meet orable place no man need desire than such
Withthose It IS an honor and a JOy to re- an one as this might be made. Preaching
member. With but a day's no~ice a large and the care for the spiritual interests of our
audience assembled at Oikiadelphia, to communities, would become attractive to
which we preached upon the personal re" our young men of talents who now feel
sponsibility of man to God. themselves driven to the secular profes-

The churches in this section are not as sions. Yes; some one will say, "the loavel
prosperous as they once Were. There are and the fishes might attract them." Not so
many causes assigned. We think the true fast, my Brother. Fewmen, as society now
one is, they are without Pastors who can is, are fit to preach who despise or affect to
give their whole time and talents to the spir- despise the advantages of property. The
itual progress and happiness of their c01l!- purest desire to be useful, if united with
munitles. This is the great want of our ordinar,y wisdom, will ever feel itself limited
churches generally. Our evangelizing sys- by worldly care and poverty. Christians
tem, as an itinerant and proselyting one, is are not now outcasts from society. They
more irregular and uncertain than that of once were and should they again be, we be-
some of the sect.'! we have denounced. It lieve they will be true to their profession .•
is not and cannot be a nurturing system. But Christians, from being wanderers from
It has done a good work but a better is to before the face of persecution, are settled
be done. on farms, are· in business, blessed and pro-

If we were allowed to suggest, we would tected by the strong arm of civil power, the.
say, there are scarcely two churches in ,the minister of God. To apply, therefore, the
country that could not sustain a Pastor by same rules that characterized the first com-
the union of their means; one that could panyof preachers to those of these quiet
prea~h to the people; give interest to their and prosperous times, is to fail to discrimi-
sunday-schools; actively promote· all their nate between that which was accidental ad
public and social efforts for the good of the that which is fundamental in the Scriptures
community; visit their sick and their dying, of truth or Apostolic times. As well keep
and keep up the brighter views of Pro vi-Iup the holy kiss, the washing of feet, Ole
dence by which the tasks, toils and burdens ~reclining at the Lord's table, &c., &c., as to
of life would be blessed to their souls. Their iinsist that men in order to preach must be
ehildren would reap the immediate, and lpoor and wandering.
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But it is needless to argue. Wiser and friends. It is a part of our religion to confess
juster views are beginning to prevail, and we are not indifferent to praise, when that
tlie crude notions that have dwarfed our praidc is unbought and unsought only 80

••fforts must give way before experience, if lfar as an honest devotion to du ty may give
we will not learn from more pleasant teach- it spontaneous utterance.
ers. The state of the churches and the From the Daily Ullion or June Jot.

cause now cries aloud and its voice no "idle "THE NEW CHRISTIANCHURCH.-We at-
talk" can silence. tended the dedication of this church 00

Another evil we noticed is, we have too Sunday last. The ceremonies were per-
many churches. Every neighborhood de- formed by Rev. J. B. Ferguson. The
sires a church, and very properly. But crowd that attended was so large that we
every neighborhood is not able to keep up were unable to get inside, and consequently
one. Better subject ourselves to a little could hear but snatches of the sermon.-
inconvenience and maintain the public wor- The text was found Matthew, chapter xxv:
ship of the church, than div~de our inHu- 1-10, which embraces the beautiful fable
ence and means and break it down or wea- of the ten virgins. Mr. Ferguson is much
ken its power .. Two or three Disciples can esteemed and widely kno'ln as a pulpit or·
worship in their own houses, and ought to ator of the most finished accomplishments,
do it rather than not worship at all. But, and from what we could hear, fully viildi·
when we can make a' pleasant place od cated, on this occasion, his call to the high
neighborhood worship to which to go lip mission he fulfils with such public success
with our families and friends in happy com- and private purity. To us it has always
panies, every principle of reason, public been a matter of astonishment that minis-
spirit, and Christian fellowship, urges us ters of the gospel are not always eloquer:f•

to do so. Fewer churches and more regu- Impressed, as they must be, with the most
lar teaching would be a dissideratum. heartfelt recognition of the truths of the

Many other suggestions press upon our Gospel, we ~an scarcely conceive how, in
mind, but we have not room to detail them. urging its claims upon man, their words
Our visit was pleasant and we trust im- can be any thing but eloquence or their
proving. May Heaven grant us many such. thoughts cold or formal. We should think

J. B. F. that as their "aspiring thoughts" mounted
in vision to the throne of the Most High,

Opening of our New House of Worship. the mantle of Elijah could but drop upon
The following notices of the prosperity ~their shoulde rs, and conviction follow their

of the congregation we have the honor to ~burning words. But we are venturing upon
serve, are from our city press, with the ex- ground forbidden to the worldly, and must
ception of the second which is no less a genu- draw back. The sermon of Mr. Ferguson
ine testimonial to a friendship such as often was, as far as we could hear, a beautiful
springs up between hearer and preacher, and touching appeal, and won even the
during a very brief intercourse. It is from thoughtless by its power and tone of meek
the pen of Dr. Fowlkes of Memphis, who and gentle persuasion. This gentleman is
was one of our regular hearers during the yet in manhood. A bright future lures him
last session of our Legislature. W.e have on in his sacred mission and beckons him
but one objection to publishing them. They to its fruition.
are too complimentary. But we feel that A friend has furnislled us with the 101-
it would be an affected modesty, as much lowing description of the church, which we
to be avoided as a conceited self-compla- take the liberty of adopting:
cency, not to acknowledge such unsolicited, The new Christian Church; just erected
sincere, and encouraging appearances of, from the very tasteful and chaste designs of
appreciation on the part of too partial! Mr. J. H. Hughes, architect, is a buildini
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in ~~;y=bY' Mr. G. Thomas, th-e-~cu-s~h-i-on~i-n~g-byMr.

approach is by a broad flight of steps to the D. A. Cole, the hydraulic work by Mr.
rottico, the pediment of which is surmount- Daniel, the large Venetian blinds by Mr.
cd by a belfry and finely proportioned spire W. Freeman, the sofa made and presented
reaching an elevation from the ground of by Mr. R. Walker. 'l'he whole work was
150 feet, supported by pilasters and four superintended by our worthy townsman,
massive fluted columns, ornamented by rich W. A. Eichbaum, Esq. Building commit-
Corinthian capitals. The vestibule, which tee were Messrs. James Woods, Orville
is frescoed, is entered by a folding doo,r of Ewing, James Walker, Byrd Douglass, An-
the largest dimensions, which, with all the drew Anderson, Dr. B. W. Hall.
doors of the church, is white walnut. The To the contractors, Messrs. Hughes &;
church proper is a very spacious apartment, Warren, much credit is due, not only for the
about 90 feet by 60, and 30 feet high,hav- very successful carrying out of the whole

· ing a cross gallery only, supported by Cor- plan as originally intended, but for thejr
inthian columns, and lighted by eight weill v~l.untariJy having made. man.y valuable ad-
proportioned windows, shaded by inside dltlons beyond the specificatIOns of the con-

· Venetian blinds. The seats, 150 in num- tract.
ber, (which are all free,) are of white wal- To the building committee much praise is

· nut, and furnished with rich crimson cush- justly awarded for their u,ntiring interest if>
ions. The front of the gallery, the jambs the erection of a building highly creditable
of the windows and doors represent rich oak. to the enterprize of our city, giving the best
The walls and ceilinO' are stuccoed and evidence that an increasing taste for im-

l:>
frescoed from which is pendant a very mas- provements is exercising its happiest influ-
sive bronze gas chandalier of 12 lights. ences among our highly favored commu-
On tbe frescoed alcove for the pulpit (be- nity."
neath which is the baptistry and adjoining In copying the first paragraph of the
two dressing rooms,) stand two fluted Gre- above, the Memphis Express adds:
cian columns, sustaining the pediment.- \'\\'e clip t,he above just and merited no-
The desk is after the purest style of tbe tice of our friend, tbe Rev. ~. B. Fergu-
Greek altar, sustained by four blocks, sUP-l son, "from the Nashville Daily Union,"
porting four· brass candelabra, all of the which we take to be from tbe pen of our
purest Parian white. The basement apart- friend Charles Irvine, Esq., assistant editor
menls are well arranged; the wbole edifice of that able journal. He is a ripe and fin-
presenting one of tbe best specimens of ished scholar, a chaste, beautiful, eloquent
church architecture. The cost of erection and logical pulpit orator. He is a modest
and ground amounting to about $30,000, man, our beau ideal ora great and good man,
liberally contributed by the congregation who is as pure and spotless in private life
and citizens generally; the oid church be- as he is able, eloquent and instructive in the
ing found inadequate to tbe accommoda- sacred desk. If the sacred stand was occu-
tion of the large and Increasing congrega- pied alone by such men, the cburch, tbe
tion attending the ministry of its talented Christian character and the cause of C:lrisl
Pastor. The satisfactory manner in which would command a respect and elicit a rev-

·the various departments of the edifice have erence which we regret to know are greatly
been executed, require that a more detailed! diminished from the mere quibblinl1 iono-
noiice should be given of the portions as-l ranee and unchastened bearing of to~ ;any
Iligned to each. Tbe foundation basement men who preach and pray in God's name
was executed by Mr. A. G. Payne, the "with their mouths, while their heart is far
brick by Messrs. Mallory and Shafer, the from him." We love and re\'erence all
painting by Mr. W. H. Horn, the stucco and isuch men as tLis reverend divine. He who
plastering by Mr. W. StockeIl, the frescoing ~is priviledged to sit under tbe teachings of
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such a man, will from the justice of God, [The address referred to expresses m6te
be held to a fearful responsibility, as he fully tlJan any thing we have written, our
presents in his sermons, in his life and ac- views of church characteristics and the
lions, the duties of man to man, and to his 1leading principles of our faith. It will be
creator and preserver." published in due time.-ED.]

From theGazette,by J. H. McEwen,E8q.
NEW cHuRCH.-The new Christian

Church was opened and handsomely The Figurative Us~ of Baptism.
lighted with gas on Thursday evening, for ROM.SIXTHCH. ANDCOL.SECONDCH.
the first time. It is one of the handsom- 1. In the Bible we have the oircumcision
est churches in the city, capacious, of the flesh, and the circumcision of the
~haste and comfortable. The pews are heart. The first is literal and the second
pleasantly oushioned, and make as comfort- is figurative. We have no acoount of the

· able fieats as we ever sat on. The room, it circumcision of the heart till after we read
is supposed, will, oontain about twelve hund- of the circumoision of the flesh. This is
red persons, seated. When there is so equally true of baptism. In the New Tes-
much to admire, we will not express the tament we first read of the baptism of wa-
.small fal1lts we disoovered. ter in the Jordan, and then of the baptism

We rejoioe to witne~s this mark of the lof spirit and fire: "I indeed baptise you
prosperity of this oomparatively new oon- with (or in) water; he shall baptize you with
gregation. Their increase within the last (or in) the Holy Ghost and fire." Math. iii,
fom or five years has been as astonishing 11. This is John's literal and figurative
as it has been gratifying to us. This result use of baptism.
is owing, in a good degree, to the zeal of 2. Christ also uses baptism both literally
its members and the eloquence and evident and figuratively. In his conversation with
piety of the pastor. We take pleasure in Nicodemus, he spoke of baptism as a birth:
bearing our humble testimony to the fact, "Except a man be born of water and of the
that no man in the city has been more use- spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
Cul or more universally beloved. God." John iii, 5. Iii anticipation of his

Fromthe8ameofJune3rd. sufferings and death, or desoent into the
THX DEDICATION.-The new Christian state of the dead, he speaks of them as

Church was dedicated on Sabbath morning drinking a cup, and being baptized: "Ye
last, on wllich oocas;on a discourse was de-, shall drink indeed of my cup, and be bap-
livered by Elder J. B. Ferguson. 'l'he ad- tized with the baptism that I am baptized
dress, though a very long one, was the ablest with." Matt. xx: 22, 23. He also used
we have ever had the pleasure of listening baptism in the same figurative sense in

·to even from that popular and eloquent di- which John used it in referenoe to the over-
vine. It were imp'ossible, in a brief para- whelming effect of the descent of the Spirit
graph, to give any idea of a discourse, that on Pentecost. Aots i: 5: "John truly bap·
Qccupied an hour and a haHin the delivery. tiszed with water, but ye sh&1lbe baptized
The Reverend gentleman, in an able, im- with the Holy Ghost not many days hence."
pressive and eloquent manner; felicitated 3. The apostle Peter, in speaking of the

·himself and his people upon the happy for- miraoulous descent of the Spirit upon the
tune of possessing so beautiful a temple, Gentiles as upon the Jews at the beginning,
and then discussed at length the principles quotes the words of the Lord spoken to

·in which church organization was necessary the apostles before his ascension: "Ye
and originally founded, and by which shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost."
church members should be governed. He Acts xi: 16. Thus the apostle agrees with

'had evidently made the subject one of pro- John and Christ in using the word baptism
found study." 1 in reference to the miraculous influence of
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the Spirit as connected with the Jews and! pIes and the disciples of Christ were saved
Gentiles at the time of their introduction from their sins before they were baptized
into the kingdom of God. with the Spirit. The baptism of the Spirit

4. Ananias spoke in figurative language was the subject of promise by John and
when he commanded Saul to "arise and and Christ till Pentecost, then, for the first
be baptized and wash away his sins." Acts time realized, Matt. iii. Acts i ch.
xxii: ]6. 2, Tl.e baptism of Rom. vi, is a baptism

5. But Paul, the Jew and apostle to the nnto Christ j but the Samaritans and Ephe-
Gentiles, abounds more in the figurative sians were baptized in or into the name of the
use of baptism than all other sacred writers Lord Jesus before the Holy Spirit feU on
and inspired speakers of the New Testa-!them; therefore, they were not baptized into
ment. His references to the figurative use Christ with the baptism of the Spirit. Act.
of baptism are sometimes to the action or viii and xix ch.
mode as it is usually termed, sometimes to 3. The baptism of Rom. vi and Col. ii, is
the design, aDd at other times both action represented as an !lct of faith and obedienoe
and design, a3 follows: on the part of the subject of it, but the bap-

1. Baptized into his death. tism of the Spirit never was such an aet,
2. Buried with him by baptism into therefore can not be the baptism ot which

death. the apostle speaks.
3. Planted together in the likeness of his 4. But last and most of all, the Pedo-

death. Baptist interpretation is superlatively ridic-
, 4. Risen with him. Rom. vi: 1-5 j Col. ulous. Sprinkled into Christ! Splinkled
ii: 12. into his death! Buried with him by the

5. But ye are washed. 1 Cor. vi: 11. sprinkling of the Spirit into death! Buried
6. Baptized unto Moses in the cloud and with him in sprinkling and washed by

in the sea, x: 1., lsplinkling!!
7. Baptized for the dead. xv: 29. ' .
8 P CI' t G I ... 27 II. The apostle certaInly means water-

. ut on IriS. a. Ill:. b t'
h . h 'f d I ' ap Ism.9. That e DUg t sanetl y an c eanse It " ,

with the washing of water by the word.- 1. The death unto sm and bUrIal III bap-
. Eph. v: 27. tism agree with the action and design of

I('. Washing of regeneration. Tit. iii: 5. John's baptism which was "in Jordan," ill

1 II' h 'fi d fi ' "much water," and for the "remission of1. avmg our earts pun e rom an . "
evil conscience, and our bodies washed with SID,
pure water. Heb. x: 22. 2. Baptized into Christ, the death to sin,

and the faith ofthe operation of God, agree
Now, the design of the above is to ascer- with the teaching of Christ in the commis-

tain with certainty, not only the subject, ac- sion-baptizing them (eis) into the name
tion and design of Christian baptism, but of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
also the true import of Rom. vi, and Col. ii. II 1 Gh t H th t b l' h d .

, 0 y os , e a e levet an ISbap-
Of what baptism does the apo,tle speak? . d I IIb d

Jr • " ~lIze Sla esave.
Of water, fire, suuermgs or SPirit? No '3Th' . t t t' , h ' l.

fi. . IS In erpre a Ion agrees Wit t,~e
one answers re or suffenngsj but some t h' f th tl d I', . eac mg 0 e apos es an evange IStS.
say SpIrIt, and many say water. Let us TI d d th J t b b . d

I
. . h ley comman e e ews 0 e aptlze

see w 10 ISrig t. C h .. f . T '",or t e remISSIOns0 SIOS." ,hey baptized
I. The apo~tle does not and can not the Samar,itans into the name of Christ.

mean the baptism of the Spirit. They taught the Eunuch to go into the 'Wll-

1. The baptism of which the apostle ter, The Ephesians and Gallatians we~e
.peaks is connected with a death unto sin, baptized into, and put on Christ, in baptism.
or delivexanee from sin, but John's disci- J. J. TROTT.
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fte Attack of the "Millennia! Harbinger" written a single sentiment akin to such an
upon the "Christian Magazine" idea. He represents us liS adopting a Uni-

and its Editor. tarian translation, (which we would not ob-
Since writing our "rf'marks" on Bro. ject to if it were a good one,) of the Scrip-

Townes' communication, which will be found ture, and as using the pharse, "suffered
in the forepart of this number, we have re- about sins," as asJighting view of the effect
eeived the June and July numbers of the of Christ's death. We have never seen It

"Harbinger." They contain three attacks Unitarian translation of the passage, and the
upon us personally and upon the character one we followed more than any other, is a
of the "Magazine." We can not say that recent orthodox translation, recommended
we did not expect some review of our "Expo- by the first American Biblical tritics and
tition" from' Bro. Campbell; for it had been Theologians, which gives the translation he
predicted by one of his friends who stated objects to and defends it against Unitarians!
that the whole affair was planned in Mem- We refer to the translation of Demarest, of
phis during the recent Bible Convention. the Reformed Dutch Church of New Jer-
But we do say that we scarcely believed the sey. Whitby, Hodge, Tholuck, and Lach-
rumor; and that such an attack as has been man translate the same Greek phrase
presented, never entered into our lohoughts. "about sins." He represents us as leaning
Such is its spirit, character and purpose, to Universalism, if not Infidelity, when we
that were it not that our silence might be have distinctly, in the "Exposition" spoken
misconstrued, we would pass it by as un- of the "condemned" and the "finally con-
worthy the notice of any man or set of men demned," and have only predicated a
having any respect for personal character, ground of hope for those whose extraneous
public reputation, or the genuine interests of circumstances in life have precluded their
the Christian profession. But our relation knowledge of the redemption of Christ. He
to the public and a sense of self-respect re- represents us as preaching funerals over the
quire that we make the following state- wicked dead so as to encourage the hope
ments: of survivors that they will yet have a chance

The inferences which Bro. Campbell for heaven, which is without the least
draws from our "Exposition" are without shadow of foundation in truth. We are
foundation. We are not responsible for constr~ined to ask, did Bro. Campbell de-
them. They are gathered from what we sire to find ground 01 complaint against us t
bave not said nnd not from what we have Did he wish to prove us heretical? Or has
ever spoken or written. Yvedo not believe he, like .all other Heresy-hunters, determin·
ibem nny more than he. And it seems ed in advance that, as we do not mouth his
strange to us, that a man who has suffered dogmas or reiterate his measure of divine
ISO much from misrepresenation and who is knowledge, therefore, we must be heretics,
NO sensitive to the slightest misconception and it is his solemn duty to hold us up as
of his meanings, should lend himself to the such? We are aware that some olfactories
misrepresentation ofa man he call~ an "es- can find the smell of brimstone beneath the
timable brother," and that too without seek- scentof roses; the fault, however, is not in
log a word of explanation before he enters the rose.
upon his voluntary labors. There is not ~ He represents us in one part of his Re-
Itatement which he makes with regard to view as believing tbat all the dead will hear
our views that is true: they ale either mis- the gospel inone wonderful day; in another
c'onceptions in whole or in parl. He repre- 'that they will hear· it in an endless cycle of
lents us as believing that Christ descended ages! In the beginning of the Review he
into the regions of the d~mned to preach a says, our views are perspicuous and clearly
deliverence to the devil imd his angels.- understood; in the' end that he does not un·
We never thought, uttered, nor have we ever derstand them. In one part he more than
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intimates t1H~twe underviltue the sacr'fice) Nothing but sheer justice i!j asked of him.
of; Christ; in,another, that. we believe ihvill If he will not conde~cend to a duty of this
save tbe damned in Hell! The passagJl to sort, we can not expect fairness at his hands,
"bith he most objects" is "that we never and therefore have no desire to he further
commit the body of a. single, human being I engaged in the subject. But it was not to
to the gral'e for whom it is not a pleasure Ieontrolert or regularly review his articles,
(or us to know., that h:!i soul has already but to make a few plain statements that we
entered where the knowledge of Cbri~t may commenced this essay. We say, tben, tbat
yet be bis; and if at last condemned it will his crilicisms are del'perate, because btl is
Dol be for any tbing that WAS' UVAVOIDADLE; compelled in making them to contradict
IN.HIS OUTWARD CIRCUMSTANCES ON EAR;rn." himself. Alexander Campbell in his con-
I.ask, do we not here recognize, a final con- troversy wilh Dr. Thomas upon Material·
dem.nation?' Do, we affirm any more than ism did translate 1 Pet. iii: 19, "spirits now
that,account-ahllity will depend upon abili- in prison," while Alexander Campbell in 1I.

ty? Does Bro. Campbell believe that any strange effort to injure a man he calls ~-
man will be condemned, finally and forever Broth,er, says that such a translation is a
condemned, for what he could not avoid? palpable assumption, purely imaginative and
If he do he has reversed much that he has dangerous to the cause of truth! It is Dot
both spoken and written upon the subject. for us to reconcile the contradiction. We
And if he do, we do not, and it is yet to be Iknow that the transla~ion can be defended
seen whether we are allowed to dr/fer and I whethe~ he con~.emn It or not; but as we
if not allowed, where we are to find the dis, have said, we WI;) have no controversy up·
tinct and authoritalive formula of his creed on the "Exposition," or any other subject
that is to be the measure of all our failh till be do us justice before his readers.-
and' knowledge! Let him and all others This is a plain malter, and shall not be in-
read our reply to Bro. Townes,-who writes volVfd in critil:ism upon Greek, pluases or
in a Christian spilit, and we trust is replied researches after an exact view of the future'
to in the same.-and he will see that we world. Will he do us justice?
believe in personal respon~ib:lity as much Bro. Campbell fears for the Reformation,
all he, and we flatter ourselves that our view if such daring speculations are not stopped .•
discloses a stricter view of that resp'onsihil-' And !iO wou.)d,we if they are to be repro-
ity by relieving the subject of many; of its. sen ted as he has represented tbem, and
felt difficulties. That reply, every word of made the burden of long reviews reflecting
it, except a note, was written and in print upon the character of men who have never'
before a single line of dlher of Bro. Camp- been conscious of an allusion of offence~,
bell's attacks appeared. In view of his con.l either to Mr. Campbell or the cause. l,t is
tradictions in his review and his manifest nol the speculation but the use made of it
misunderstanding of our faith and opinions, that, will do the mischief. !fit be tbe mere
we ask should· he bav~ made the attack matler of sp,eculatio\l that he. objects to,
without an explanation? Did magnanimity, then .be"presents himseJf in a sing,.ular at.'
did Christian love prompt the review? Or tilude before the world. :(01' we affirm,
was it the advisement of wanton men? We "before IJeaven, and earth," to aliopt his
know, not. God knoweth. favorite form of asseveration, th a.t,we know,

His criticisms, are a;l. desperate as, his, of no more daring speculatist than the. di9~
charges against us are baseless. We do tinguished editor of the 14illennial Harbin-
not intend, however, at present, to review ger. The history of "this Reformation," if
them. He has done us injustice, He has it,ever he honored with one, rpay be left to
misrepresented ollr faith as a Christian, and settle the justice of this: affirmat:on.-
our character as a minister of the, Gospel. "Witchcraft" and "D;emonology," the loca-
He bas been appealed to to do us justice. , tion of the rebellious dead, the kingdom,


