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that path alone, will lead to abiding joy and
peace in believing. And this teaching has
given to thousands the assurances of par-
don which they have sought in vain in the
ordinary sources of comfort held out by
their quondam religions teachers; so that if
we take away support and comfort from oth-
ers we are not without these in our knowl-
edge of the power of primitive Christianity.
On the contrary, an intelligent reception of
the Religion of the New Testament, una-
dulterated with human additions, undimin-
ished by human subtractions, has given us
patience and comfort in sorrow; hope and
peace in affiiction and trouble; strength in
temptation; forgiveness in our often depar-
tures from the holy commandments deliver-
ed us; and in every situation has caused us
to see that from it alone we can derive life
and peace, and be led to zeal and watchful-
ness, self-denial, and activity with a prospect
of a crown of unfading joy laid up in hea-

ven. It alone can give us a living interest,
and an animating devotion, and a well
grounded hope. J.B.F.

a
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN NEW ORLEANS.

DurinJ our recent visit to the great Em-
porium of the South and West, we were
much gratified to learn that our Brethren
there are making an effort to build a meet-
ing-house in an eligible part of the city.-
They are, however, but few in number and
few of them are blessed with a large amount
of this world's goods, and consequently,
they will be compelled, in a great measure,
to look for help from abroad. Their condi-
tion and wants should be presented to the
Brethren throughout the Mississippi Valley
atonce, and we trust when presented they
will be responded to in such a manner asto
secure success to their most important ent.er-
prise. Hundreds of our Brethren are large-
ly interested in the morals and religious con-
dition of this great centre of Western com-
merce; they have business that calls them
there for weeks and months in every year;
hundreds go there seeking relief from the
cares of business or to recruit their health,
-whilst  hundreds more send their produce
and receive their supplies from the city,-

all of whom should be so interested in the

moral and religious condition of the place a!l
to contribute liberally to the building of a
place of worship there. | have no doubt,

many of them will feel the obligation and

discharge it. Visiting the city now, they have

no opportunity of meeting with the church;

they are exposed to the ten thousand dan-

gers of a luxurious and voluptuous place,

and often mak~ shipwreck of their faith un-
der the influence of its facinating amuse-
ments, and the example of a society swal-
lowed up in gain-gathering, pleasure-seek-

ing, and self-indulgence. For their own
interests, temporal and spiritual, they should
build a house to which they can resort on
the day of the Lord, for the salutary and
saving helps we all need at all times, and
especially, when exposed to such v..aried
temptations.

But New Orleans appeals strongly to the
liberality of the Brethren every-wlwre. It
is becoming one of the greatest cities in the
world. Indeed, there is no calculating its
future importance. It is a very congress of
nations and people during one half the year.
From it, as from a Jerusalem, may be sound-
ed out the word of life to most of the States
of the Union, and the nations of the world.
I know no religious enterprise that promises
so much present and future and permanent
good as the establishment of the cause in
the Crescent City. Letthe Brethren, then,
send in their contributions, and aid the little
band that is now there, struggling against
all sorts of influences and seeking to plant
the standard of our Master in a a proud and
luxurious city. A worthier, more harmo-
nious, and, apparently, devoted people | have
never met with. Beyond their ability they
have promised to contribute, and surely
those whose substance is yielding its in-
crease yearly under the blessing of a kind
providence, in a country unequalled upon
the globe, \"ill be ready to assist them in
their present praise-worthy effort. Let us
remember, ere our blessings fail, that all we
have are the favors of God's benificence,
which shogld be used for the accomplish-

ment of his purposes in the promotion of
his cause upon the earth; and if we prove
unfaithful in our present trusts, how can he
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that giveth and still increaseth, and there islthe day of wrath.”
that withholdeth w-~at is meet but it tendeth !

The llberal soul shall be made
J. B.F.

topoverty.
fat."

QUERIST'S DEPARTMENT.

Query 1st. How are the wicked made for
the day of evil? D. M.

| suppose our Querist refers to the saying
of Solomon, Pro. 16:4. We consider the
expression as equivalent to what Job ex-
presses in other words: "The wicked is re-
served to the day of destruction. They
shall be brollght forth to the day of wrath."
In other words, God, in disposing all things
to their proper ends, has set punishment
over against wickedness; sothat his servants
may know that however prosperous or long-
lived the wicked may be, it is no proof that
Jehovah approves them or that they shall
avoid ajust punishment in the day of wrath.
God has made all things wisely. He tem-
pers the severity of winter and brings on
summer; he gave the night for rest from the
‘labors of the day; he appointed pain to fol-
low the violation of physical laws, that we
might preserve our bodies entire or keep them
in quietude that they might be healed when
broken: every thing, in a word, has its use,
and so, also, the wicked, though they may
strengthen themselves in tlleir wickedness,!
shall yet see a day of evil, which will vin-
dicate the majesty and justice of the govern-
ment of God. It has been well said that
God punishes the wicked. in this life that
they may repent, and in the life to come if
they will not repent. The wicked, then,
though free to be wicked, are not Gods, but
will yet be made to bow to the authority of
an Almighty Sovereign. It is, therefore, im-
possible for us to live viciously and escape
the consequences of vice, for sooner or
later they will come upon us, with fearful
power. This seems to be the idea before

the mind of Solomon, and hence he says in _from the following considerations:

HOW IS THE SINNER MADE FOR THE DAY OF EVIL?

Query 2. Is there any Theological dif..
ference between the meaning of sacrifice
and oblation? J. A B.

Oblation means simply an offering. It
comes from the Latin Oblatu8, which sig-
nifies “brougltt before;" and as offerings
were brought before God, it came to signify
any thing proferred or offered to God.-
Sacrifice, however, has not only the idea of
an offering, but of a slain-offering; some-
thing killed or given up for the sake of
something else.  Scripturally, its most com.
mon meaning is the mfliction of death, by
the shedding of blood, as an act of religious
servi.ce. It has. also a subordinate meaning
and 1s used to mclude good works, when
these works are performed from asense of
God's authority and favor. The difference
is, that whilst both sacrifice and oblation
signify an offering, the former means a
bloody offering and the laUer a bloodless
one: Sacrifice means more than oblation.
Hence Christ was both an oblation and a
sacrifice to God. Eph. 5:2; Heb. 10:10.

The words differ in the original.
is usually translated sacrifice, whilst 1ll/ou-
cpoull, is translated offering or oblation; but
as is usual, both words are sometimes used
interchangeably.

Query 3. Where

eUuUtlX

is the origin of sacri-
fices? J. A B.
Evidently in the unrecorded command
given to Adam. They antedate all human
history; and we have good reason to believe
that the first blood ever poured out upon
this earth was sacrificial blood, attesting, in
the beginning,the nature of sin and the meth-
od of approach to God. The origin of sac-
rifices may be learned from Gen. 3:21: "un-
to Adam, also, and to his wife, did the Lord
God make coats of skins and clothed them."
That the beasts from which these skins were

procured were slain in sacrifice is eviden t
1. They

the next verse, "Everyone that is proud in lwere not slain for food, for the grant of ani-

heart is an abomination to the Lord; though
hand join in hand he shall not be unpun-
ished." Coverdale translates the passage-

"The Lord doeth all things for his own

mal food was, not given until after the de-
luge.-Gen.9:3. 2. It is not likely that
they were slain solely for their skins for
other materials were existing in abundance
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~w~h-ic-h~c~tiae-;~;plied
ments, which have since furnished their'
descendants.  The most probable view is,
therefore, that the whole bodies of the
beasts were offered as a sacrifice and their
skins retained as a commemorative cover-
ing. There is another method by which we
come to the same conclusion: It is unrea-
sonable to suppose that the human imagina-
tion originated sacrifices. For what con-
ceivable connection, can anyone discover,
aside from a divine appointment, between
the blood of abrute animal and the sins of
ahuman being,? Indeed it would be more
reasonable to suppose that God would be
offended atthe unauthori'sed destruction of
hiscreatures, than so to accept them asto for-
give the sins of their destroyers. And hence
Pagans are more rational than many Infi-
dels and those Christians, who ascribe the
idea of sacrifice to a human origin, for they
have unanimously, in all ages, ascribed it to
a divine command.
We conclude, therefore, that the first blood
shed upon the earth was the blood of asac-
rifice, and the first death a typical represen-
tation of that death which was inflicted for
sin and uncleanness, by which we have "re-
demption, even the forgiveness of sin."

| have tried sometimes to realize the pow-
erful impressions .which the first sacrifice
made upon the mmd of our first parents.
They had just sinned against their Almighty
Creator and had been driven from their bliss-'

ful abode under the divine sentence of
DEATH. They could form but a vague idea

of what death meant. But when the inof-
fensive lamb was placed upon the altar, and
the instrument of death by divine ,direction
plunged into its vitals, what must have been
their feelings as they heard its piteous and
unavailing cries, and saw its streaming blood
and struggling agonies, until its last throes
ended in a quietude, breathless and ghastly,
which God called DEATH? To feel that
they, by their sin, were the authors of these
sad scenes, must have been painful in the ex-
treme; and that the lesson might never be
lost, they were clothed in the skins of these
animals, which were called their covering,
from a Hebrew word, which signifies muc

the same as our word atonement.

them with gar- \S::C:ifice, we ~bserve originates in

the fact that our lives are preserved to us by
the death of others. One generation dies
to give place to another; animals and vege-
tables constantly die to sustain our exis-
tence; nay, we, ourselves, are dying daily
that we may live: for parts of our bodies are
constantly perishing to give place to other
parts by which life is sustained. So that
this first truth is presented to us-if we will
receive it-with equal force with which it
was presented to the the first sinners.

But the Christian has positive proof that
sacrifices originated in a divine appointment.
The first plain account which we have of
them isin the examples of Cain and Abel;
and the author ofthe epistle to the Hebrews
declares, that "by faith Abel offered unto
God amore excellent sacrifice than Cain."
Now faith is the belief of the word of God;
(Rom. 10:13;) and so God must have de-
clared his will in this particular or it could
not be said that Abel offered to God by faith.
In our Lecture upon the third and fourth
chapters of Genesis, we have examined
the origin and design of sacrifices at length,
which we hope, at the proper time, to pub-
lish. Meanwhile we submit the above as
indicating the course of our reasoning
upon a most important and interesting sub-
hect

Query 4th. What means Jeremiah 7: 22
23. Hosea 6: 6- lsaiah 43: 22-24? '
JAB

We have always regarded such expres-
sions as those used by Jeremiah and Hosea,
as very pointed examples of the idiom
of the Hebrew language, by which things
of less value, when placed by the side
of those more valuable, are spoken of as
having no value. The true idea, therefore,
is: God desired purity of life and holiness
of conduct more than all whole-burnt offer-
ings; for without these such offerings were
asolemn mockery. Our Savior adopts the
same form of speech: "Take no thought
for your lives," fortake less thought. "Labor
not for the meat that perishes,” for labor less
for it or make it subservient to the meat
which endures to everlasting life. Any
other view is not only a violation of the
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laws which govern the meaning of all lan-
guages, but will also serve to make the scrip-
tuers contradict themselves. We are required
to provide for our lives, our families and for
our nakedness. See Eph. 5: 25 28; 1 Tim.
5:8; 2 Thess. 3:1012; 2 Tim.4:13. When
one thing is to be preferred to another a
forcible method of expressing that prefer-
ence is to speak of the one as though the
other did not exist.

The passage in Jeremiah, however, may
refer only to a question of time: "For |
spoke not unto your fathers nor commanded
them in the day that | brought them out of
the land of Egypt, concerning burnt-offer-
ings and sacrifices." Not that he did not
command them, as the Querist seems to un-
derstand, but that he did not command them
at that time-"in  that day." When on their
way from Egypt to Sinai, God did not re-
quire of them oblation or sacrifices; but
he required obedience to that which was
right in his sight, that they should give ear
to his commandments and keep his statutes.
This we find was true, by comparing Jere.
7:22, 23, with Exodus 15 :26.

Isaiah 1:11-20, affordsagood and aclear
commentary upon the passages refered to by
the Querist.  The Jews reproved by Jere-
miah, Hosea and Isaiah were hypocritical
in their services and had no love for God in
the multitude of their offerings. They were
dilligent in offering incense, and sacrifices,
but they offered not always to God; and
when they did offer, their hands were stained
with unrepented crimes. God teaches, by
Jeremiah, &c., that he had never command-
ed such sacrifices; that he could not be
bribed with such gifts; and unless they obey-
ed his voice and departed from all evil, it
would be true tothem that he had never
commanded nor would he accept their sac-
rifices.

So, now, we may say to a hypocrite who
has been baptised,that God never command-
ed his baptism; or to a covetous, adulterous,
profane, intemperate or otherwise criminal
professor of Christianity, that God did not
command his prayers, his observence of re-
ligious worship or his assembling with the
saints, and there would be no violation of

BCRIPTURFDIFFICULTIES REMOVED-QESTIONS  ANSWERED.

truth in such declarations.  Of all such he
requires purity and not sacrifice; a proper
acknowledgement of God more than burnt-
offerings. And when such come to present
themselves before the Lord they ought to
be taught in the language of the Savior, as
they were taught by the Prophets, "Go and
learn what this meaneth, | will have mercy
and not sacrifice." Matt. 9:13.

Query 5. Please reconcile 2 Kings 8:26
and 2 Chron. 22:2. One says that Ahaziah
was forty two years old when he began to
reign and the other that he was twenty-two?

G. E. TAYLOR.

The "forty-two years" is evidently a mis-
take of the transcribers who should have
written twenty-two, as in 2 Kings 8 :26.-
Any person who will notice the Hebrew
alphabet will easily see how such mistakes
would occur incopying the text. Suppose,
for example, the Hebrew letter Vau (~) was
mistaken for another,( Yod-") which looks
very much like it; and suppose that the first
represents rFive, and the second, FiFry
years, you will see at once how easily mis-
takes in Chronology would be made. |
have no doubt that this single fact will ac-
count for many, if not all the difficulties of
the Hebrew Chronology, which have been
the subject of controversy for hundreds of
years, which in the nature of things can nev-
er be settled. For my own part, after a
patient examination of such questions, |
have learned to place no reliance on the
Bible Chronology, and to use the one re-
ceived, not because | regard it as the true
one, but because a true one cannot be found
and it will answer all important or practical
purposes. The statement in Chronicles is
a mistake or the son, Ahaziah, was two years
older than his own father!

Thus .much had we written before we

opened Dr. Clark's commentary upon the
passage; and perhaps it will be some satis-
faction for the reader to see that he has taken
the very same view. "Hebrew numbers,"
says he, "were expressed by single letters
and it is easy to mistake mem, (O,)forty, for
CAPH,(~) twenty." Withoutknowingthatthis

was the manner in which Hebrew critics re-
conciled the difficulties of Chronology, the
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first time ever we noticed a Hebrew nu-
meral alphabet the idea wm spontaneously
suggested ..

These slight mistakes, whilst they are suf-
ficient to prove stumbling-stones to men
averse to the Bible, are too slight to affect
the faithof arational man, who knows that
no important fact is altered by them. For,
| venture itas true, that if all the variations
of all the manuscript copies of the Bible
were collected together, no truth of divine
revelation would be placed 1n the least
jeopardy by them; a fact which shows a re-
markable providence in the uncorrupted

preservation of the truth of God.
J. B. F.

QUERIES ADDRESSED TO T. FANNING.

1. Should teachers engage in feet-wash-
ing, as a church ordinance, rather than of-
fend their brethren?

It is the duty of preachers to teach their
brethren, that feet-washing is classed with
"lodging strangers, relieving the distressed,"
and such other "good works;" but is no
where put as achurch ordinance.  No work
can better evince the humility and love of a
brother, to those whose feet need washing,
than the act of "girding himself with a tow-
el and washing their feet; but to wash
feet as a mere form without any meaning,
and in the absence of either command or
example, would be as idle, as to feed and
lodge such asneed not. Strangers and the
starving, should have our attentions, but to
go through forms wit):l those who are, per-
haps, in better circumstances than ourselves
is quite as ludicrous, as to use the square
and compass in "thin air* and a pent-up
room, and call it Masonry.

2. Paul directed the disciples to "salute
one another with a holy kiss." Did he in-
tend it to be observed in a congregational
capacity?  (Some of our brethren think so
and act accordingly.)

The holy kiss, was evidently not a church
ordinance, and whether it meant any thing
more than a hearty Christian congratulation
I am not prepared to state.

3. Do we take the Lord's supper under-

standingl y on any day of the week, savethe
first?

119

In my judgment, there would be as little
meaning intaking the Lord's supper on any
other day besides the first, as there would

be in baptising any other, than a believer.
T. F.

(]
EXCERPS OF THINTES NEW AND OLD.

The spirit of trade, which is now so active
in all parts of our community, seems to pre-
fer wealth to happiness and power to moral-
ity. When this is the case we always cal-
culate that evil will follow. It creates a false
standard fot the government of society, and
incorporates moral diseases into it which
sooner or later affect all its relations. |
know it is a question whether or not good
and evil bring their rewards and punish-
ments in this life. The truth is, that the
principle holds good both with respect to
this state and that which is to come; for itis
an eternal principle, and cannot be rendered
nugatory.  Whilst, then, our hope of reward
and fear of punishment should be mainly
directed to the world to come, at the same
time, in our daily concerns we should expect
that our transgressions will meet with a
portion of their punishment even upon earth.
Every observer of men will tell you, that as
a general rule, an upright, high-principled
course of conduct, though it may for a
while lead through severe trials, will at last
end inmore happiness than the reverse; and
that all the shifts and expedients of cupidi-
ty cannot prevent the disappointment and
misery of those who adopt them. Virtue
leads the way to happiness here and, neces-
sarily, opens the way to happiness hereafter.
Selfihness produces more misery than sick-
ness; hatred more sorrow than poverty; and
the wounds which our pride receives, the
paroxisms which our passions create, and
stings which remorse inflicts, and the rest-
lessness and uneasiness which disobedience
produces, are a few of the evils we mayex-
pect, even in this life if we depart from the
good and the right way. "Know, then, (says
the Prophet,) and see that it is an evil thing
and a bitter to forsake the Lord thy God;"
and of old hath the Psalmist declared, and
all observing men confirm the truth, "I have
never seen the righteous forsaken nor his
seed begging bread; for he is evcr merciful
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and lendeth, and his seed is blessed. De-
part, therefore, from evil;" do it at once and
hesitate not-"and dwell forevermore."-
Ps. 37: 24-27.

Some men talk and act as though they
believed that mankind never knew any thing
previously to the last twenty or forty years.
This is a great and may be a fatal mistake.
That important advances have been made
and are now making in many departments
of knowledge no one will now deny, but
that certain great truths have been under-j
stood before the present race of visionaries
were born, and that they will last long after
they and their verdant schemes are forgot-
ten, is equallyclear.  We often times fail to
distinguish between tbe time when we be-
came acquainted with certain truths and all
past time; forgetting that the truth existed
before we knew it, and was never made de-
pendant upon our knowing or not knowing
it. This is the great error of Reformers
after men recognize them as such. Before
they gain this character, they ever, in all hu-
mility, acknowledge their indebtedness,’ for
the truths they have discovered, and seem
not to be astonished that they have discov-!
ered them; but when their vanity is assailed
by flattery, they feign to believe until they
do believe, that their genius developed what
every well-read man knows was developed
and acted npon before they were born.-
The tendency with such persons iSto place
self before God, and to suppose that they
merit allthat they enjoy, and that they ac-
tually are the authors of a good share of it.
Pity that man should ever forget that at best
he can only act a second'lry part in the uni-
verse of God, or that his rebellious vanity
should cause him so far to forget his God
as to suppose that either capacity, success
or power are any thing more t.hanthe short-I
lived gifts of Him who has given them from
the beginning, and takes them again when-
ever his purposes are accomplished. It
will yet be found that our province is not to
create, and that Solomon was not mistaken
when he said, "the thing that hath been is
that that shall be; and that which is done is
that which shall be done, and there is no
new thing under the Sun."-Eccll: 9.

EXCERPS . OF THINGS. NEW. AND OLD.

SHOUTING
An American author who has done much
to give weight and character to American
literature abroad, says, in a recent work
of his: "As soon as a man begins to shout
in religion, he may be pretty sure he is 'hol-
lowing before he gets out of the woods.'-
It is true that all of our feelings exhibit
themselves more or less, in conformity to
habits and manners; but there is something
profane in the idea that the spirit of God
manifests its presence, in yells and clamor,
even when in possession of those who have
not been trained to the more subdued de-
portment of reason and propriety. The
shouting ~nd declamatory parts of Religion,
may be the evil spirits grumbling and vyell-
ing before they are expelled, but these must
not be mistaken for the voice of the An-
eient of Days."-Cooper.

RELIGION.

"SUCCES$s all in all with some men; and
we daily see the vulgar shouting at the heels
of those they are ready to crucify at the
first turn of fortune. In this good land of
ours, popularity adds to its more worthless
properties the substantial result of power;
and it is not surprising that so many forget
God in their endeavor to court the people.
In time, however, all these persons of mis-
taken ambition, come to exclaim with Shak-
speare's Wolsey-

'Had butservoehycod withhalfthezeal

I served my king, he would not in mine age
Havdeftmenakedominenemies.coopair.

"There is another point of view in which
we could wish to protest against the shouts
and fallacies of the hour. Trade, perhaps
the most corrupt and corrupting influence
of life--or, if second to any thing in evil,
second only to politics-is proclaimed to be
the great means of humanizing, enlighten-
ing, liberalizing, and improving the human
race!  Now, against this monstrous mistake
in morals, we would fain raise our feeble
voices in sober remonstrance.  That the in-
tercourse which is a consequence of com-
merce may, in certain ways, liberalize a
man's views, we are willing to admit; though
at the same time, we shall insist that there
are better modes of attaining the same ends.
But it strikes us as profane to ascribe to this
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frail and mercenary influence apower which
there is every reason to believe the Almighty
has bestowed on the Christian church, and
on that alone; a church which was opposed
to most of the practices of trade, which re-
bukes them in nearly every line of its pre-
cepts, and which carried out in its purity,
can alone give the world that liberty and
happiness which agrasping spirit of cupidi-
ty is so ready to impute to the desire to ac-
cumulate gold !"-Cooper

ComlERCE, brings many blessings to a
people, but when trade becomes a principle
instead of a means of improvement, woe
betide the people who become its dupes.~

A man who lives only to accumulate, is cer--

tain to have all his nobler and better feelings
blunted by his grasping energies, and he
will sooner or later loose sight of the great
objects of his existence. ~What is true of
man is true of communities. If they set
up the idol of Commerce to worship in-
stead of their God, they will degenerate into
all the vices of self-indulgence, and cupidity.
No worse sign can be seen in the aspect of
any people than that where every other in-
terest is made to bow to gain-getting.

THE FULFILMENT OF PROPIIECy.-aso
far as the human mind has yet been able to
penetrate the mysteries of our condition
here on earth, with the double connection
between the past and the future, all its just
infeJ"encestend to the belief in an existenc.e
of avast and beneficent design. We have
somewhere heard, or read, that the gipsies
believe that men are fallen angels, toiling
their way backward on the fatal path along
which they formerly rushed to perdition.-
This may not be, probably is not true, in
this special detail; but that men are placed
here to prepare themselves for a future and
higher condition of existence, is not only
agreeable to our consciousness, but is in
harmony with revelation. ~Among the ma-
ny things that have been revealed to us,
where so many are hid, we are told that our
information is to increase, as we draw nearer
the Millennium, until "The whole earth shall
be fillp-dwith the knowINIge of th!" Lord,

4
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as the waters cover the sea.” vVemay be
far flOmthat blessed day; probably are; but
he has lived in vain, who has dwelt his half
century in the midst of the civilization of
this our own age, and does not see around
him the thousand proofs of the tendency of
things to the fulfilment of the decrees, an-
nounced to us ages ago by the pens of holy
men. Rome, Greece, Egypt, and all that
we know of the past, which comes purely
of man and his passions: empires, dynas-
ties, heresies and novelties, come and go
like the changes of the seasons; while the
only thing that can be termed stable, is the
slow and sure progress of prophecy. The
agencies that have been employed to bring
about the great ends foretold so many cen-
turies since, are so very natural, that we of-
ten lose sight of the mighty truth in its
seeming simplicity. But, the signs of the
times are not to be mistaken. Let any man
of fifty, for instance, turn his eyes towards
the East, the land of Judea, and compare
its condition, its promises of to-day, with
those that existed in his own youth, and ask
himself how the change has been produced?
That which the Richards and Sts. Louis of

the middle ages could not effect with their
armed hosts, is about to happen as aconse-

quence of causes so obvious and simple
that they are actually everlooked by the mul-
titude. The Ottoman power and Ottoman
prejudices are melting away, as it might be
under the heat of divine truth, which is
clearing for itself apath that will lead to the
fulfilment of its own predictions."-Cooper.

THE GOVERNMENT m' TIE UNITED STATES.

There is no government upon earth so
free as that of our own glorious republic.
In it every man, however humble, may as-
pire to the highest honors,-may  select his
own career and carve out his own fortune
in his own way. Intelligence is not con-
fined to a favored few but like the light of
the bright luminary of heaven may be shed
abroad equally upon the poor and rich.-
The consciousness of independence awa-
kens an inherent impulse and a feeling of
self-reliance unknown to the timid subjects
of despotism, an,d the collision of mRI1
with man ex(.ites a nobk emulation that
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« Since writing the above we have news from France, that
Loui.s Philippe has left, and the people are in an insurrection
and have declared for u Republic. Verily, 'the end i. not yet.'



"YOU_ ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH."

For the Christian Maga,in.,
"YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH,"-CHRIST,

Thls saying is full of significance, indi-
catmgthe mlghty mfluence which the truth
and purity of the gospel were designed to

effect upon the great masses of our earth's ~gether,

populatiOn.  That men are m some sense
dead-dead while they live, ISoften declar-
ed m tpe SCrilptures-of truth.  Salt, to pre-
vent disorganlzatiOn 1S applied to the dead,

not the llvmg subject. It kSnelther deslgn-
ed te Impart orto prolong life, but to  Bpeyent
putrlfactIOnto which all dead bodles natu-
rally tend»  ThiS, them, at once shows what
Chrlstlamty, m the life of ItSprofessors, IS
deS-igned to accomplish 'upon the face of
SOCI%tyIndependent of . HS savjing. pffects,f
It ISt e great (a)nservatbve Bbi laml les, ?

statgs, of Kmg gps an o epu IC% t
IS.Hg Iteé)éjsrﬁss t atexa tsa natlOn,an, we
mig tat at saves It too rom po Itlca
deatru&thn The gospel (pot.only saves the
m IViu W o comes un er ItS mfluence,

but itS tend?ncy IS to holdhthe bangsﬁiind
llgaments o SOCletytoget er;. o I gise

llealth throughout teo b dy politIC an - to
anticipate and arrest decay in its memberiil,

This republic had its origin in Christianity
as its history from the landing of the Pil-
grim fathers, fully shows; and it can only
be preserved by its influence, It is not the
wisdom of her statesmen nor the valor of
her soldiers; it is not the i~telligence of her
people, nor the greatness of her commerce;
it is the number of her righteous men that
has saved the nation thus far, and we trust
in God will yet save her.

Its presence among a people, is the sure
indication of life, but let it be withdrawn,
and disolution will follow; the elements of
decay which are slumbering among the
masses, only need opportunity to do their
work, and as sure as fire will burn and poi-
son will kill, so will these destroy the fair-
forms of society and leave behind nothing
but a putrescent mass. We need only re-
fer tothe history of the past to find the most
abundant pfoofs to sustain these premises,
Take one example, that of Rome; under
the influence of Christianity, she might
have lived in all her glory to this day had it
generally prevailed,

The chun~h planted> lost its saltness,
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in that city would have saved her from ruin
and decay, had she ever retained her pris-
tlne purity; butthe corruptions of the State
mcrease d Wih  the corruptibns o the
Church,an d both sunk’ mbt he grave to-
It' 1S moraly certam that Rorne,
would have been crowded Wit her millions
to thisday, and would havePecome the cen-
tre of religious and polincal power had
by Chrllté'lamty manftaine  her Nold upon
the people and itsreflex ifl uence Peen lekt

her InditU1ons, TheO ne Congrega-
t10~of the MetropoliSwould not only have
saved (t from decay, Put her fertillzmg 111-
flyences wou!d have run In every d'I'rectIOn,
scatterlng health andl'l1ewNerever they went.

B he ch hdeterllorate d"IIIrIghteous-

utast'ec urc
ness, the people sunk yet deeper Il wick-
edness, and when the salt elther had lost its

1 saltness, or proved msufficlent m quantity,

to hold together the Weakened and dlseased

o} it Ie a putp mass, IIIvItm
bIfdyS eaven to eat tBes fl fg

tams and of ngs,l and to prey upon the
dishonored and dismembered carcass.-

~ome to be sure now stands, but she stands
llk,e the, blackened walls o~a sacked an,d
rumed Clty,and, thus she WIII stand; she IS
~overed ov~r WIlththe ,leprous spots of an
Illcurable dlsease, and 1Sdoomed to be taken
to pieces and thrown into an unclean place
to be bur~ed with fire, for strong is th~ Lord
God who Judgeth her. The recollectlOns of
her past glory, and the mementos of her
pride, scattered in magnificent ruins about
her, cannot awaken her ambition; and the
monuments of her ,civilization as found in
the pages of her Llvy, the eloquence of her
Cicero and the poetry of her Virgil are not
able to break the night of ages, which seeks
to hide her hideous deformity and cormp-
tion.

The place in which philosophy had gained
her brightest laurels, where poetry had sent
forth her most harmonious numbers, where
architecture had erected her most stately ed-
ifices, and where the painter and the sculp-
tor had achieved the noblest triumphs of
their art, presents a wilderness of ruin and
decay. And why so? Because the salt has
and has no power to stay
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the tendencies of corruption. The very
form of the true religion is wanting,-its
power has been lost for ages. It has a
Church but it is neither the Jewish nor the
Christianj nor the Mahomedan nor the Pa-
gan, but the fitemblem of which is a woman
sitting upon a scarlet colored beast, full of
names of blasphemy, having seven heads
and ten horns, whose name, written upon
her forehead, is "Mystery, Babylon the
Great, the mother of Harlots and abomina-
tions of the earth.”
JAMES CHALLEN.

THEAMERICANNLCFOREIGIBIBLEOCIETY.

This Society Is engaged In a great and
agood work. It is sending the Book oflife
to Atheists, Indians and Pagans of every
name abroad; whilst it supplies the poor at
home with the same blessed volume. It has
commanded the efforts of the most intelli-
gent, pious arid benevolent Baptists, and

many of our own Brethren, with u com-

mendable liberality, have also engaged
this good work. This well corresponds

with our prefession.  We are preaching the
bible as the only authoritative source of reli-
gious information and government, and we
ought therefore, of all people, to be most
ready and active in sending it abroad to
bless mankind. It is a noble and God-ac-
cepted work to reclaim man from ignorance,
superstition and crime; to remove from lands
of darkness and moral death, the clouds
which intercept the light and glory of that
day-spring from on high which has visited
us; and it is a one in which the wisest and
best men of all ages have been engaged,-
and shall we refuse to co-operate in its suc-
cess with those who are now at work in
this noblest of causes? Shall we refuse to
distribute the bible at home and abroad?
Shall we impede the current of Chrlstlan
benevolence in sending forth the volume for
the knowledge of which we have suffered
and labored so much during the past twenty
years? | know we will not, for hundreds of
the most gifted, sincere and pious amongst
us are already engaged, and all the con-
scientious, 1 have no doubt will be, when
the claims of the bible cause shall have
been fairly presented.

in h

Some object to co-operation with the Bap-
tists because many of their leading men
have shamefully slandered us and onr prin-
ciples,all over the land. This we have felt;
but we should remember that but compara-
tively afew and these of the least respectable
sort have engaged in this work. Many
among them have as much fellowship for us
as they have for their more immediate broth-
erhood. Many of them entertain the same
views of Christianity.  Besides, they have
so amended the constitution of their Society
as to remove all the objectional features of
which we have complained. They have
appointed our Brethren as their officers and
ggents. And if there was no other reason,
t ey are efficiently engaged in a good and
ﬂ!griou% Wﬁrh inlwhicq we Jnayﬁl 1?ir ,ﬁ\}/ith

mc edruy, ovimgy an” i u " al-
struggling against common difficulties and
obstacles of which but few can form a pro-

per estimate. They are sowing the seed
of life broadcast over the earth. And |

t'l "h th t all h h
ear 1y wis a our c urc es were
cordially and earnestly co-operating with
them that together in the great gathering
of the harvest, we might bring with joy our
sheaves to the Master's granary.. 0 that
we could rouse the church™ from its heart-
less indifference, to deep, prayerful and earn-
est thought upon its obligations to a world in
ignorance and sin!

Bro. E. A. S3fITH,has been appointed
General Agent for this Society. He has
visited our churches in Philadelphia, Balti-
more, Eastern Virginia, South Carolina and
Georgia, and | understand they have gener-
ally acted with noble liberality. He is on
his way to Tennessee and Kentucky, and |
do hope our brethren in these States will be
ready with their contributions, awaiting his
corning. J. B.F.

REPORDFEVANGELISTS,-No.6.
DEARBnNo. FERGUSON:

During the month of February your
evangelists visited the congregations follow-
ing:

1. Brawley's Fork.-The inclemency of
the weather prevented most of the brethren
from coming out. From what we could
, gather of the sentiments of those present,
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the pl~ns of county and state co-operation
were approved, and on Lord's day a small
contribution was made. We confidently ex-
ect that when the brethren at this point
;hall  have a better opportunity they will
signalize their benevolence by a heart~ sup-
port of the plan. While there we enjoyed
the hospitalities of our much esteemed
Bro. Curlee whose health for. se~eal years
has prevented him from engagmg m exten-
sive Evangelical labors. The churches in
Cannon have contemplated securing his
services forthat county the present year and
we trust he will be able to meet their wish-
es. Leaving Brawley's Fork we passed
through Millersburg and Fosterville preach-
ing at both places, and likewise to the con-
gregation of Berea, and on Saturday before
the 2d Lord's day commenced laboring at
2. Columbia.-The brethren at Colum-
bia were laboring under many untoward in-
fluences. Meeting irregularly and at long
intervals, without a place of worship other
than the Court-house and under the blight-
ing operation of alax discipline and the. at-
tendant reproach of disorderly members,
as might have been anticipated they had
fallen into a deep spiritual lethargy. From
this condition we endeavored, with the valu-
able assistance of our beloved bro. J. K.
SPEERto relieve them, and God be praised,
were not without success.  Steps were ta-
ken in the first place to restore the gospel
discipline, and the effort was crowned with
even unexpected results.  All hindrances
were removed and many who had been out-
standing for months and years were brought
into the fellowship of the congregation and
rejoiced to be associated with those now
solemnly pledged to a higher spirituality and
deeper devotion to the interests of Messi-
ah's kingdom.  ~uring the mee~ing two
made the confeSSIOnand one uUlted from
the Baptists, so that in all thitteen were add-
ed to the church.  The subjects of State or
County co-operation were urged and ap-
proved, and letters addressed by the breth-
ren at Columbia to the different congrega-
tions in Maury-two on its borders-re-
questing a county co-operation meeting to
be held in Columbia on Saturday before the
2d Lord's day in March by messengers pre-
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pared to state what funds each congregation
will fu:nish, for the general obje:t.  Efforts
were hkewlse made for Columbia, towards
raising means for building a suitable meet-
ing-house, which have, resulted, so far, in
the donation of the groun~ a~d several hun-
dred dollars towards bUIldIng. ,May the
Lord .grant that the Church ,of Chnst at Co-
llumbla may go,on t~ perfec~I~n, a~d tha~the
~pU,rean~ radiant ~Ighto~ Its holmess may
shme wl,th even I~cre~sl~g lustre on the
commumty by which It IS surrounded.-
Leaving Columbia we preached at New Li-
bertyon Thursday and Thursday night, pre-
sented the letter from Columbia, on which
the brethren acted with commendable
promptness.  This church contributed lib-
erally to State co-operation last fall. We
preached at Williamsport on Friday night
and arrived next day at
3. Dunlap, in Hickman county.-At this
point we labored till Tuesday evening, pre-
senting co-operation, general and local. On
ILord's day a contribution was made to
send the gospel to destitute regions of
the State, and the proposition of the Co-
lumbia church postponed for future con-
sideration. One united from the Bap-
tists.  While here we enjoyed the hospital-
ities of our energetic and esteemed Bro.
MICKSwho is slowly recovering from a se-
vere illness.  He is one of the old veterans
of the Reformation in Tennessee, and we
hope he may long be spared to do valiant
service in the good cause. On Tuesday
night we again preached at Williamsport,
and on Wednesday and night at Blocker's
school-house.  Thursday morning we com-
. menced meeting according to appointment
~at
4. Catlty's Creek, in Lewis county.-Con-
tinued laboring till Sunday night, preaching
and teaching.  Efforts will be made by the
congregation towards co-operating with the
Maury co. Churches, pursuant to the pro-
position from Columbia. On Lord's day
contribution was made for general purposes
to the amount of $23,25. It was encoura-
ging to see old and young, bond and free,
brethren and sisters all contributing accord-
ing to ability. Whenever the mass of the
brethren act, much good can be done, while
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the system of imposing all the labors on a
few strong-handed and strong-hearted breth-
ren, while the majority do nothing, will
greatly paralize the best efforts that can be
made.

From Cathy's Creek we returned to Co-
lumbia and preached to a very respectable
assemblage on Monday night, and learned
that all things were working together for
good.

Your brethren in the Lord,
J. J. TROTT,
JNO. EICHBAUM.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, ETC.
Brother A. GRAHAM,of Marion Ala., under date of
March 1st inform. us :that his health-for which we,
in common with his nnmerous acquaintances, have been
exceedingly anxious-has greatly improved. He says,
also, "Our little church is doing well. \Ve meet every

Lord's-day, and hold a Bible-class twice a week. The
MAGAZINEis a most welcome visitant. 1 do hope the
present character of the paper will be preserved. It is

decent, yea, has something of elegance in its appear-
ance, whilst the articles are sufficientlyplain, yet writ-
ten in good style. 1 like thp. spirit also very much.-
Let it continue manly, dignified, decisive and free from
litte things, and it will succeed."”

Brother JAMES E. MATTHEWSof Miss. writes that
"within the past six months we have immersed nineteen
of the convicts in the penitentiary and a number of oth-
ers, respectable persons, in and around Jackson. | will
write you particulars hefore long."

Brother T. J. WRIGHT, writes Bro. Fanning: "I
see that Bro. Trott is employed to visit the churches iu
Teunessee, and 1 wish to inform him that there are se-
veral hundred disciples East of the mountains in Tenu.
who would be glad to see him. Our co-operation meet-
ing will be at Buffalocreek meeting house, in Carter co.,
including the fourth Lord's day in August. All the saints
would rejoice to see him at that meeting.

Brother JAMES A. BUTLER, Hamilton, Miss., in-
forms us that, the venerable and pious S. AAMcMEANS
and Bro. KIRKP ATRICKare now laboring in South Al-
abama. He calls upon the Brotherhood, who are rich
in this world's goods, and who would escape the dis-
pleasure of the Lord when he comes to reClon with the
Stewa,'ds, to disconnect these brethren from the world,
and so aid them that they may go forth to the work of
the Lord with all their powers. He says to the Breth-
ren and he says truly: "There is but one way in which
they can conveythe goods of earth beyond the house of
the dead, and that is in good deeds. He that gives as
the Lord has directed will find it returned to him again
In full patrimony, with good titles in the celestial inher-
itance. The reign of the wicked is short-tlle triumpb
of the righteous is certain. 1l'layOurKing speed the
day when the flag of the cross shall wave over every
land." We trust that the appeal of our long-tried aud
self-sacrificin~ fellow-laborer will not be in vain.  The

South is certainly the ripe field for the gospel sickle.-
We felt often, as we made a hurried trip along its migh-
ty river, a few days since, that there was not a city or
town, that might not be taken by any two faithful yoke-
fellows in the gospel 01 Christ in a few months of pro.
per exertion. We trust our Brotherhood will be aliTe
to the demands of this great aud growing country; the
future centre of the world.

Brother J. R. FRAME, Lafayette, Ohio, gives U.
the encouraging intelligence, that "this morning (Feb.
9th) nine persons were immersed in that beautiful
stream you so often troubled when you were here.  Six
of them are young ladies attending my school and one
the oldest daughter of the late Brother Watson. 1 had
labored anxiously to inculcate the principles of Chris.
tianity into their juvenile minds and 1 thank the Lord
for the result of my laLon. 1 think that now would be
a most propitious time to plant a church in the city of
Columbus. 1 know your interest in that city)nd we
trust you will yet be able to make known the gospel
there. There have been several immersed at the Peo-
ple's house in Clark county, but 1 have not learned the
particulars.

Brother JAMES HOLMES, Murray, Ky., writes us
that he is not "able to speak onaccount of an affection
of the throat, but | hope by Spring to be able to engage
again in the service. | expect by Mayor June to visit
your country. lam exceedingly pleased with the C.
MAGAZINEand will do all in my power to circulate it.
80 800nas 1 shall be able to travel, 1 think 1 can obtain
many suhscribers."

[We feel assured that Brother Holmes can do much
to promote the prosperity of the MAGAZINE,and we
doubt not he will use all his efforts.]

Brother W. W. STEVENSON, Little Rock, says-
"The second number of the Christian Magazine has
been received. 1 am very much pleased with the work.
The original articles are in keeping with the expecta-
tions raised li'om the exterior. Such a work i. much
needed; for we need a periodical of respectable appear.
ance that will become the medium of teaching the ‘first
things,' so necessary to young Disciples.” We learned
on our way to New Orleans that Brethren Johnson and
Rice bad quite a successful meeting at Little Rock, du-
ring the past month.

BI'OtherP. B. L"WSON, Marion Ala. writes: "Your
work is highly spoken of here by the Brethren who have
read it. 1am glad to see in your last that personal dif-
ficulties will have no place in it; for that 1 consider a
dark spot in any periodical. MoreoTer, Christians
ought not to have these difficulties, and if they are so
unfortunate as to have them, a religious periodical
ought not to herald them." So we think, Brother L.,
and so we act. We haTe always thought, that it gave
evidence of a defect either in thejudgment or the heart
of aman to hoist a personal difficultyeither into the
pulpit or the press.

Brother SAMUEL H. HARVEY,La Fayette, Ky., in-
forms us that his brother Elder J. J. Harvey has re-
moved from Kentucky to lllinois. "We are delighted
with the MAGAZINE. We looked f(Ir something val-
uable and imposing, but our most sanguine expecta-
tions are more than realized. May the Lord bleu and
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sustain you in your labors for the good of maakind."-
[Brother Harvey has our thanks for the fresh proofs he
has given af an interest in the success of our periodical;
and we hope his new subscribers will find it worthy of
their patronage.]

Brother G. C. METCALF, Athens, Tenn., writes us,
"l am more thau pleased with the MAGAZINEand
shall use all my influence to extend its circulation. The
cause ,advances here but slowly. We have not yet
quite paid for our house, and in the hope that we would
be able to do so soon, | have thus long delayed an ac-
knowledgement of our indebtness to several of the
churches in Kentucky for their liberality in assisting us
to do so. | expect to commence teaching a private
school in a few weeks, and of course can do but little
towards proclaiming ti,e word. We haTe nota preach-
er in ths county-and have to contend against indiffer-
euce, ignorance, bigotry and sectarianism in all its grades
and forms. We needand must have help, before the
cause can advance in Atbens, or tbe surrounding coun-
try. Meantime, | shall try and do all in my power.-
The blessing of the Lord attend you.

Brother J. J. HARVEY writes us that he has re-
moved from Elkton Ky. to Washingtoa Illinois. May
peace and prosperity attend him in his new field of la-
bor. | hope that he now feels that the "Harbinger"
has done him justice.

The March number of the 'Millennial Harbinger' re-
purts Bome NINE HUNDRED accessions to the King.
dom of our Lord-the result, in many intances, of last
year's lahar in the Evangelical field. Tbe success of
the proclamation, is by no means, what ought to be ex-
pected. Let us "search our ways,"” and find out the
reason why Zion languisheth. 'Let us cease our com-
plaints to man; "and lift up our hearts, with our'hands
to God, in the heavens."  "Turn unto us, 0 Lord,
and we shall be turned; renew our days, as of old; for-
sake us not for so longatime; 0 forget usnot forever."
For thou art our Father and we are thy people: say to
us, once more, "Fear not, | am with thee, be not dis-
mayed; | will strengthen thee, | will help thee; yea |
will uphold thee by the right hand of myrighteousness."

MINERVA COLLEGE.
fOR THE EnUCA.TION

or FEIIJ.LES.

Below will be found a report of the first
meeting of the Trustees of this Institution.
We take pleasure in seeing that our Breth-
ren are awakening to the important inter-
ests of female education. There is as yet
no sectarianism in our Institutions, and so
10nOas this is the case there is no good
rea~on why we should n~t share in the hon-
ors and rewards of educating the youth of
the land,ofboth sexes. Indeed, the princi-
ples we profess, should place us forward in
energetic efforts to diffuse light and intelli-l

gence upon all subjects.  Every well-regu-I
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Instuction, free from the dogmas of creeds,
and sectarian badges offaith. The mind ofthe
students will be directed to the fountain of
all truth, the noblest branch of all science,
and thus will learn whilst reading the book
of science and nature to submit their rea-
son and conscience to God, who is the au-
thor of all truth whether scientific or reli-
gious. We have already many noble In-
stitutions, which we sincerely hope will ever
be governed by such elevated principles,
and will keep themselves exempt from all
sectarian bias both in their government and
course of instruction, and thus prove lights
to the age and blessings to mankind.

Minerva College is a new and somewhat
remarkable enterprise.  For whilst it pro-
poses to give a full course of English stud-
ies, such as is pursued in the best Female
Academies in the country, it will offer to
those that may desire it, as thorough in-
struction in classical and mathematical learn-
ing as is given in Colleges for males, be-
stowing degrees and honors equivalent to
those received by the other sex. Its most fa-
vorable feature to us, is,that it will have an eye
to the physical education of its students, af-
fording such employment and exercise as
will insure health, and promote their future
usefulness. It is this feature which com-
mends it to the patronage of all who have
estimate the true interests of their daugh-
ters and of society generally.

The spirit which has dictated the enter-
prise and which animates its board of Trus-
tees, gives a strong guarantee for its suc-
cessful prosecution.  Our friends, we trust,
will see that it merits the exertions and
patronage of the community in its behalf,
and we do hope they will come forward with
generous efforts to sustain those who have
already embarked in this useful enterprise.
We have wealth, and numbers, and influ-
ence amply sufficient. Let us consecrate
these and, our scho?ls of learning will arise
and flounsh, ~akm? many glad for our
commendable Itberahty.
nIEETING OF TRUSTEES OF nUNERVA COLLEGE.

The first meeting of the Trustees of Min-

lated Institution, will include in a course 'ofl erva College, under the charter granted at
liberal education the great principles of Bible Ithe last sitting of the Legislature of Ten-
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nessee, was held onthe evening of the 7th Ifriend and a brother; but they “sorrow not a. those

March, at Franklin College.

Present, S. E. Jones, John M. Barnes,
G. W. McQuiddy, James S. Fall and T.
Fanning.

1. Geo. W. McQuiddy was called to the
chair as President, pro. tern., of the Board
of Trustees. S. E. Jones was unanimous-
lyelected Treasurer, and John M. Barnes,
Secretary.

2. On motion, it was Resolved, That
Minerva College be located at Elm Crag,
near Franklin College, Davidson County,
Tennessee.

3. Resolved, That John M. Barnes, be
appointed General Agent to obtain funds
&c., for the said College.

4. Resolved, That Sandy E. Jones, be
appointed superintendent of the buildings
intended to be erected.

5. Resolved, That S. E. Jones and John
M. Barnes, be appointed a Committee to
make arrangements for laying the corner
stone of Minerva College.

6. Resolved, That the minutes of this,
first meeting of the Board of Trustees and
the charter be published in the next number
of the Christian Magazine.

7. Resolved, That this meeting be ad-
journed and that the Trustees meet again
on the first Monday in April next.

GEO. W. McQUIDDY,

Pres't,pro. tern
JOHN M. BARNES, Secretary.
1
OBITUARY:

Died in Cass county, Texas, on the 15th day of No-
vember, last, WILLIAM O. MATTHEWS, in the 50th
year of his age. The suhject of this notice was the se-
cond son of Joseph Nlatthews, long knowll bithe breth-
ren as a devoted and zealous Christian, and who still
survives his departed son. The deceased was also the
brother of Mansel 'V. Matthews who has long been an
eloquent and devoted minister, of Christ. ~ Willian O-
Matthews, at the time of his death was returning home-
ward from a journey; was seized witll a chill about
midnight and died the following evening. The writer
of this had heen much with him, and probably no person
knew him better, and in his opinion he never knew a
man who possessed a more 'varm and generous heart
or a m;re unyeildillg integrity. In the domestic and
«ocial relatiolls of life, he was beloved by all, and as a
Christian, he had many years enjoyed the confidence
and love 01 the brethmll. In his death, society, his
family and thc cllllrchfeel that they have suffered an
inc;,araule loss. They mourn a husband, a falher, a

who have no hope." A few years since, he lost a
lovely little daughter, to whom he was devotedly at.

tached. He was not able to speak but a few words af.

ter he was attacked until just before he expired, when

his speech and reason returned. He camly looked UpOll
his approaching dissoJution, observing to his Jittle sons
who were with him, 'l shall soon be with my little

daughter,’ and shortly after fell asleep in Jesus.

Bro. FANNING:

Mother JANE TRAVIS died Nov. 17,1847,
and for'the sake of tbe friends at a distance, | would be
glad you would give this notice in the Christian Maga.
zine. She had been a member of my family fifteen
years, and | can truly saY,she was a Christian, and she
died in full hope of immortality. ~ Shewas 72 years old.

Yours in hope,
McMinville, Jan. 1848. F. Y. HADIILTON.

It was my privilege to be well acquainted with the ex-
cellent sister whose demise is reported above, and .she
was truly one of the faithful of earth. She was the
wife of Daniel Travis, who was a coadjutor of B. W.
Stone, early in the present century, in preaching down
creeds, and calling men to the Bible, as the only rule of
action. T. F
&4

DIED-In  Murfree.borough, on the morning of the
22d March, Elder R. B. HALIL, in the 52d year of his
age. Bro. Hall had been a faithful minister of the gospel
for the past twenty-five years; was long known and well
ueloved by the Brethren of Middle Tennessee, and his
loss will be deeply felt by all that knew him. 'Ve had
but a slight "ersonal acquaintance with him, but we ever
regarded him as one of that estimable number whom:tbe
Apostle calls "good men and full of faith."  Death
did not take him by surprise. ~ He WIId lived to die and
to teach others their mortality.  His labors are ended;
he bas finished bis course; and we rejoice to believe
that for'all such there is laid up a crown of life which
the Lord will give to all who Jove his appearing.

u

Died, in the Christian faith on the first of February,
Bro. N. E. CHANDLER, of Gainesville, Ala. The de-
ceased was a native of Virginia; tlll'ee years ago he
was buried with his Lord in baptism; he was zealous
in his Master's cause until called to his reward in heav-
en. His illness was protmcted alld painful, which was
bourne with Christian resignation. A few hoors before
his dissolution he exclaimed, "Come Lord Jesus, come
quickly."  lu the death of bro. Chandler, bis family,
the church, and the whole community have sustained an
irreparable loss; but we sorrow not as those that have
no hope, but can truly say with the faithful of old,
"blessed are the dead that die in the Lord."

'Vill the M. Harbinger, Christian Messenger and
Bible Advocate please copy. T. W. K.

J:I1:ii'To  corRR-sPOXDENTs.-we have been deluged with
communications  of varied interest from the time we com-
menced. Many of them discuss subjects already hefore our
readers--others are written in a rnurmming, complaining
mood. which never did and never can effect any rea] good-
whilst a large number "'ccon file for pUblication and will ap-
pear so SOonas a few of our serial essoys shall he colllllicted.
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LECTURES ON GENESIS-CnHs. IX and X. lation ate similar examples. And need |

IMPERFECTIONS  IN TilE LIFE OF 1I0AI-THI WORID pop ask, which of his saints has not been gUllty
ULATED FRO>! IlIS SONS-THE FULFILMENT oFTHE puoprir ,Of that whereof he is now ashamed? Ild

I:CtES  CONCi:RNU\G THE;"I{-TIE ORIGIN' OF SLAVKRY, AND <

- THE INcapaciTy oF e Neero racemie  siesne of - BUl who would thmk that Crlme wou
SHEM-PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS. overthrow him who had escaped from the
The imperfections in the otherwise un- waters? Who would expect the' discom-

blemished character of Noah claim a pass- fiture of a man who had stood firm and un-

inl] notice. | would have you observe that moved in a time of geneal corruption and
th: sacred history records the imperfections vicious habits?  Neither the idolatry, de-
and crimes of its historic personages with bauchery, violence and injustice of the my-
the accuracy and fidelity with which it de- riads of his contemporaries could divert
tails their virtues; and those, too, which be- him from confidence in the promise of God.
long to the characters presented as our ex- But what these could not effect, wine effec-
amples. It thus gives us atrue picture of ted. What an unheard of quality does this
man-of .man as we find him in all ages, fearful agent possess! Eaten from the clus-
exhibiting him as neither an angel nor a ter it is sweet and nutricious, but fermented,
dremon, but as liable to many follies and it partakes of the nature of the "black wa-
sins, as well as capable, in ahigh degree, of ters of death and Acheron,” turns the blood
moral worth and veritable excellence.  The into liquid streams of fire, course~the veins,
sacred writers indulge in no eulogy upon the mounts to the head alld dethrones reason
character of their moral heroes; no extrav- from his sovereignty, and overpowering eve-
agant praises flattering to human .nat~re ry faculty, leads captive the godlike mind.
ever fell from their lips or pens; but IlIsim- Ah! 'tis asad sight and disgusting to look
ple language, they state simple f~cts, wh.ether upon. The eye, radiant with intelligence,
favorable or unfavorable to a high estimate settles into a frenzied glare, the cheek of
and leave them to the reflection ~f the rea- serenity is tinged with the flush of madness,
der. This is no mean argument In favor of and the form of majesty and strength, reels
their claims to inspiration; for to say the furiouslv before us or falls beast-like to the
least of it, it is unusual if not entirely un- earth whilst the mouth, once streaming with
exampled in the history which men give of burntng words of wisdom and eloguence,
each other. Never were men more deserv- now sends forth a frothy gibberish, which
ing of eulogy than those whose history they makes the astounded hearer blush to own
narrate, view them in what light you will-  himself a man. In this case six hundred
~never men VN0 ~eceived le.ss. "Noah was years of flgorous and pattern-like sobriety,
ajust man Il IlIS generatlOn and walked are overthrown in an hour, and he who rose
with God," is the statement concerning his up a man, sublime and commanding in his
character; but ere the history closes, the government, lies down a beast. Behold!
same narrater says, he was "drunken and 0 son of Noah! the potency of wine, and
uncovered in his tent."  Matchless can- remember to abstain from it "when it isred,

dor and simplicity! But it is not uncom- when it giveth its color jn the cup; ,wh~nit
mon iJ;Ithis volume. David's falsehoods, moveth it.self aright: for at the last It blteth

Moses\ indiscretion, and Peter's dissimu- like a serpent. and stinget.h like an adder."”
1



THE WORLD WAS OVERSPREAD, AND

But Noah sinned but once; and his igno-
rance of the effects of wine, then for the
first time fermented, and the debility of his
age unable to bear it, offered him an apolo-
gy. | believe he was innocent, for he was
gifted by prophecy, and described the con-
dition of his descendants to the present
generation. Still, his misfortune comes
upon us with as much of warning instruc-
tion as if he were guilty, and we tremble
whilst we know that he who could not be
tainted by the sinful examples of the old
world, in an unwary [lOllr,begins the exam-
ple of vice in the new. 0 Lord! abandon
us not in temptation; for our only strength
is in thee!  But we invite your attention to
the important part of our subject, viz: the

origin of the nations of the earth.
. The world was overspread, subdued

and populated,from  the three sons of Noah.

This is what is claimed by the sacred histo-
rian, and laying so high a claim this section

of his hist()lI'ymust be, if true, a record of
inestimable value, being as it is the most
ancient ethnographic document we possess.
Here is the fountain of that long stream of
nations whose names and exploits fill the
pages of the earth's unfolding Tecords. Re-'
presenting the three grand divisions of the
earth, Asia, Africa and Europe, stand Shem,
Ham and Japheth. It is impossible, howe-
vel', owing to the changes in language that
have obtained among their widely scattered
descendants, to trace in minute detail, the

vanons natlOns and tnbes of the '%rth to
each branch of the Noahic tree. e can

state the general facts Withconfidence and
accuracy, but farther we cannot go and feel
that our feet are firm.

Japheth had seven sons, Shem five, and
Ham four, making in all sixteen. We may
from this fact with a degree of probability
affirm that seven-sixteenths of the whole hu-
man race descended from Japheth-five-
sixteenths from Shem and four-sixteenths
from Ham. Nearly one half of the whole
family of mall may therefore claim Japheth
for their primogenitor, whilst but one-fourth
only look up to Ham.

The numerous progeny of Japheth, peo-
pled the north-west of Asia and all Europe,
and with strong probability, we may say they «

POPULATED EROM. IHE SONS OFE NOAH.

crossed the straits of Bherring and scattered
over the wilds of our own extended land.
That of Ham settled the southern quarter
of the globe, particularly Africa, and the
Shemites central Asia, particularly those
parts that border on the Euphrates. For
the sake of perspicuity, we have made out
the following table and present it as the re-
suit of much personal reflection and exam-
ination, coinciding, generally, with what the
learned have said upon this valuable piece
of ancient history.

1. The sons of JAPIIETH were Gomer,
Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Mesheck anl
Tiras. From these nations descended as
follows:

1. GO~IERprogenitor of the Cimmerians,
Armenians and Germans.

ang"lj\a/lr'tbé(rg?@f the Scythians,

3. MADArof the Medes.

Circassians

4. JAVANof the Greeks or lonians, Ma-
cadonians &c. who call Japheth Japetus.

5. TUIIALof the Iberians.

6. MESIIECKof the Muscovites.

7. TrRAs ofthe Thracians and the inhab-
itants upon the Tiras and Dneister.

These took up their dwelling-place in
North-western Asia and spread over all Eu-
rope, from whence they have ever gone forth,
the conquerors of the world. These nu-
merous swarms of a northern hive, beside
[.:he refined Grecﬁn dang Il?omal} 51nd hmodern

uropean, are, @ OU tes§ o p etrc o1-
Igm. elr Istory ISce e rate” and re-
wned, and a mere reference to it is all

~t at iSnecessary.

Il. The sons of Ham were Cush, Misri-
am, Phut and Canaan. From these nations
descended as follows: From

1. CUSII, the Ethiopians and Southern A-
rabians.

2. MrzRAm, the Egyptians
African Tribes.

3. PHUT, Lybians and Mauritanians.

4., CANAANOof the Cananites: Amonites,
Girgusites, Hitites, &c. &c.

IIl. The sons of SHE~ere Elam,Ashur,
Arphaxad, Lud and Aram. From these na-
tions descended as follows: From

1. eLAam, the Persians whose land was

and many
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called Elam’by the Prophets. Isaiah 21: 2;
26: 6; 11: 11; &c.

2. ASHURthe Assyrians.

3. ARPHAXADf the Hebrews,
Joktan of the Chinese, Japanese
Indians.

4. LUDof the Lydians.

5. ARAM,of the Syrians and the many
tribes of Mesopotamia. Thus we have
these famous nations, the Syrians, Assyrians,
Persians, Lydians, Armenians and Hebrews
descended from the five eminent chiefs of
Shem.

and thro'
and East

CONCERNING

THE SONS OF NOAH.
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tudes of his numerous progeny, Noah says,
"Make room for Japheth-He  shall dwell
in the tents of Shem and Canaan shall be
his servant." In exact accordance with
this prediction we learn, in the subsequent
and undisputed history of the world, that
the Tartars, Greeks and Romans, Scythi-
ans and Britons have taken the tents or
lands and dominions of Shem. Contests
tbey have often had with tbe descendants of
Shem and Ham, and oftentimes the conflict
has been doubtful and even for a time deci-
ded against them, but in the end Japheth has

It is thought by some that the Hebrews lproved .victo~ious, and the dominion. has

received their name from Eber the grand-
son of Arphaxad. But this is evidently a
mistake.  Abraham is called a Hebrew be-
cause he had passed over the Euphrates,

the word signifying a passer-over, a travel-
ler. Gen. 14: 13. Hence Joshua, also,
says to the Jewish people, 24: 2, 3, "the

Lord God of lIsrael took your fathers who
dwelt on the other side of the flood (i. e. the
river Euphrates,) and | took Abraham your
father from the other side of the flood," &c.
All who passed over the Euphrates might
properly be called Hebrews or passers-over,
and the Jews are emphatically so called be-
cause their fathers are the most distinauish-
ed of the transplanted colonists. B:sides,
the Jews have been wanderers in every age,
and they are to this day scattered over the
earth, without home or resting place, and
like Abraham their father, they well deserv~
the descriptive name of Hebrew, a name
prophetically given and marvellously char-

acteristic of the whole nation.
We will now go back to notice,

Y 1l
I1. Tlie proptllecy ifg(once nwg llese I us-
trlOus progem ors 0 THC ulllany anil yan
tbllelr ;scerr]]_lstan S f th IS P[§ I(iIOtn em-
([%?elstt e ory o e wor. et us re-
p C

ursed be Canaan-

bréﬁ]rseenrvant of servants sllallhe be to hIS

Blessed of Jehovah, his God, be Shem,
And Canaan shall be his servant,

God shall enla~ge Japheth,

Rﬁ hé!ilngg\r/]e”sr%z!\\ Iﬂl?et?\%s sgg‘vasnh[g‘]’ I

As If addressmg the assembled multi-

passed mto his hands. The Carthagenlans,
for example, descendants of Ham, long con-
tended with the Romans, and their armies
were headed by skillful generals, but Scipio
was victorious over Hannibal-the  white man
triumphed over the black-whilst Carthage,
as arepublic, sunk to rise no more. Look
at all the east even at this day, opening their
lands, and yielding up the sceptre into the
hands of Japheth in the persons of the Bri-
tain and Russian, and thus enlarging his al-
ready world-wide dominion. Babylon has
fallen, Persia is but a name, Egypt, once
the cradle of learning and the arts, is dim-
ed with age and robbed of her glory, whilst
China and Hindostan turn their backs to
the. "isles of th.e Gentiles" and. gi~e their
darmg sons their tents and thelr kingdom.
Japheth can only be conquered by Japheth.
No She mite or Hamite can long hold a scep-
tre over him when once his fury is stirred,
and the rage of his roaring is heard as the
Lion of the earth.

2. But Canaan shall be a servant of ser-
vants, (a Hebrreism for Canaan shall be a
domestic servant.) He shall serve both
Shem and Japheth. Let us note here that
Canaan instead of Ham receives the den un-
ciatfon of slavery, because at the time of

i the writing of this history, eight hundred

years after itS delivery, the descendants of
Shem in the person of the Hebrews were
waging awar of extermination against the
Canaanites.  There is but little doubt that
both Ham and Canaan were embraced in
the rTg)redi'cti'on, and some manuscl'lpt~ read
Ha Many persons have fallen mto an

egregi{)us mistake just here. They WNal'c



cause of this curse, and very justly demand-
ed-why curse Canaan forthe sin of Ham?
It should be noted that Canaan is not cursed
for Ham's offence. The offence of Ham
only becomes the occasion not the cause of
the denunciation. Do we wish to know the
causes of the curses that came upon the Ca-
naanites, let us turn over and read the 18th
of Leviticus and similar passages, where the
black specifications of the crimes of the Ca-
naanites are detailed.  We shudder whilst
we read them. But the ignorance, idola-
try and beastiality ofthe other tribes of Ham
have brought upon them similar punishments.
'Ve have another remark ere we call your
attention to the fulfilment of the prophecy.
The curses of God denounced against un-
born generations does not effect individuals
so much as nations j and a curse denounced
against a nation as such, may prove the
greatest of moral and spiritual blessings to
the individuals of that nation who will pre-
pare themselves for a blessing. Here is
wisdom let him who readeth understand,
and he that has read his Bible without dis-
covering this truth has read it indeed to lit-
tie profit. Remembered, it is not only con-
firmed by voluminous facts, but it illumines
many pages of the history of God's deal-
ings with our race. We cannot enforce and
illustrate it here. But to the fulfilment.

Eight hundred years after the delivery of
this prophecy thirty kings of the Canaanites
were subdued by Joshua, and thousands of
those of their subjects that perished not be-
came the bond slaves of the Jews "forever."
(See the law concerning them Lev. 25.)-
The descendants of Shem took Canaan and
divided it among themselves, but afterwards
gave it up to those of Japheth who dwell in
their tents to this day. Where is the Ca-
naanite? He is dead or in slavery! And
where are his enslavers? Scattered through-
out the earth. And who possess their tents?
The descendants of Japheth. Read Chris-
tian and acknowledge the God of Noali.-
Read Sceptic, and remember that the scriF-
ture cannot be broken. Again:

The Carthagenians and Tyrians served
the Greeks and Romans, and th~ir descen-
dants now serve the Saracens and Turks.

|“The whole continent of Africa was peo-'
ipled by the descendants. of Ham j and for
thow many ages have the better parts of
that countrv lain under the dominion of the
Romans, a~dthen of the Saracens, and now
‘'of the Turks! In what ignorance, barbari-
ty and slavery live most of the inhabitants!
and of the poor negroes, how many hun-
dreds of them are sold every year and
bought like beasts in the market; and con-
veyed from one quarter of the world to do
the work of bea'5tsin another.""

Millions of their race in slavery at home;
millions are in slavery abroad and from all
that we have seen in attempts to liberate
them, we are warranted in the conclusion,
that their national destiny is fixed. They
were liberated in the West Indies, and St.
Domimgo from being one of the most flour-
ishing, and highly important islands in acom-
mercial pointof view, can now barely support
its home population, whilst frequent rebel-
lions and brutal masacres turn the cheek of
the Philanthopist pale as he beholds his fond
visions melt into thin air. Fifty-six years
ago the negroes were liberated but the inde-
pendence of the island is not yet establish-
ed. St. Domingo, the greatest and most
flourishing of these islands, and containing
nine thousand square miles of the most fer-
tile lands and in one of the most produc-
tive climates of the habitable earth, and
which in 1789 exported nearly 700,000,000
pounds of sugar and 87,000,000 of coffee,
after the liberation of the blacks exported
not one pound! This fact is unparalleled
in human history. In less than forty years
sthe wealth, produce and trade of St. Domin-
go dwindled to nothing. The industrious
habits and prosperous aspect of the island
has disappeared; the agriculture of the
fields has ceased and from being the great-
est exporting island it has ceased to raise
any sugar j whilst the population is reduced
to half the amount and have relapsed into
the ignorance, misery and inactivity of sav-
age life.

Even British historians admit, as they de-
tail the horrors of their revolutions and the
indolence which characterised their liber-
ated Stlte, that as a race they have shown

-Bishop Newton.



THE DESCENDANTS OF HAM: INCAPABLE OF LIIERTY.

themselves incapable of the continued ef-
forts, the sustained and persevering toil
necessary to erect the temple of civilized
freedom. They are proverbially inactive
when left to themselves, and this is neither
the result of pusallanimity nor the absence
of virtue. They indulge their passions like
the rest of mankind and are often engaged
in hostile warfare with neighboring tribes.
But their rude ignorance has never invent-
ed any effectual means of defence; they
are incapable of forming extensive plans of
government or conquest, and such is their
obvious inferiority of intellect that they have
been pTeyed upon by the sons of Shem and
Japheth from the time of the first con-
quests. Thousands annually embark from the,
coasts of Africa, sufficiently numerous to
overrun the whole world; but they embark
in chains never to return to their own
shores! Does anyone dispute their in-
feriority with these facts before him?-

Do they tell us that they are equal in
vigor, courage and intelUgence to the
European race? Then why has it hap-
pened that for more than four thousand years
they have remained at horne in a savage
state or have been taken as slaves to their
fairer complected brethren?  Why have not
mighty empires arisen upon the banks of
the Niger, the Congo and the Quana, as
well as upon the Euphrates, the Thames,
the Tiber, the Seine and the Mississippi?
It will not do to say that the heat of the cli-
mate, the exclusive deserts and intricate for-

ests have prevented; for these exist
in the plains of Mesopotamia, Hindostan
and America.  Nor will it solve the problem

to say that Europeans have held these tribes
in their degraded condition by violence, in-
justice and the slave-trade. Tis the hold-
ing in slavery that we are noticing. And
we demand why have they been held?
How has it happened that the inhabitants of
that vast and fruitful region have not arisen
in their might and avenged the wrongs of
their enslaved and injured countrymen?
Why have they not repelled with extermina-
ting slaughter the ruthless invaders of their
homes and firesides?  So would the sons of

Japheth have acted; so have they acted, as
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all history attests. But again: "Did not all
nations start alike in the career of infant
improvement 1 And was not Egypt the cra-
dle of civilization, nearer to Central Africa
than the shores of Britain 1 In the earliest
representations of nations in existence, the
paintings on the walls of the Tombs of the
Kings of Egypt, the distinct races of the
Asiatics, or the Jews, the Hottentots and
Europeans are distinctly marked; but the
blue-eyed and white-haired sons of Ja-
pheth are repl'esented in cow-skins, with the
hair turned out-ward, in the pristine state of
pastoral life, while the Hottentots are alrea-
dy clothed in the garb of civilized existen~e.
What since has given so mighty an impulse
to European civilization- and retained in a
stationary or declining state the immediate
neighbors of Egyptian and Carthaginian
greatness 1 It is impossible to arrive at any
other conclusion, but that in the qualities
requisite to create and perpetrate civiliza-
tion the African is decidedly inferior to the
European race; and if any doubt could ex-
ist on this subject it would be removed by
the subsequent history and present state of
the Haytian republic. * When nations start-
ed they were equal; the descendants of Ham
seem to have been the first inthe road to civ-
ilization, but soon they yielded their thrones
and their persons to the sons of Japheth
and Shem and have served them ever since,
in hopeless prospect of arelease from the
iron rod.

We are not of those, however, who justi-
fy slavery from the fact that it was predicted
of Heaven. Many events have been pre-
dicted which God has not authorised. ~ And
all admit that were that perfect "ystem of
God, the Christian religion, to prevail uni-
versally that all slavery, oppression and mis-
ery would give place to a well-balanced lib-
erty, justice and happiness. God ~aused
Noah to foresee the fortunes of his descen-
dants; but atthe same time, although he has
given over the descendants of Ham to their
enemies to sell and enslave them, he will
hold their oppressors accountable for the

®See Allison's History of Europe and the authorities he

quotes for a confirmation of all we have said above, from
which we have taken most of the language of the above par-

agrapb. Vol. If, 2:;1.
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manner in which they afflict them. The
covetous practices and barbarous tyrranny of
those who have enriched themselves from
the sweat and blood of the African will tell
a fearful tale inthe day when Hamite and
Shemite and Japhethite distinctions shall be
swallowed up forever. Slavery may be
made a mutual blessing to both master and
servant and in many instances | know that
it is so made; but this cannot be where no
other principle actuates the slave-holder
than avarice, and the moml and spiritual
well-being of the unfortunate dependant are
entirely neglected.

. As a particular and astonishing example
of how the dAscendants of Ham became

and are now literally servants of servants,
we need only to look to long-deoased and
down-trodden Egypt. Egypt, the glory of
kingdoms, the fountain of knowledge and
the oldest of monarchies, after having main-
tained a regular succession of native mon-
archs for near two thousand years, has for
more than two thousand been doomed in
her government, to slavery, in subjection to
slaves. "The natives of the country,” says
the sceptical Gibbon, "are condemned to
perpetual servitude under the arbitrary do-
minion of strangers and sLaves:  The
Mamelukes, long the governors of this doom-
ed country, were slaves bought and stolen
from the Circassians (descendants of Ja-
pheth) who in time have become rulers of
the land; and thus literally the Egyptian is
a slave of slaves. For 2400 years has she
been the prey of other nations, and her gov-
emors who were purchased as slaves hav-
jng usurped the government, are replaced
by slaves purchased from their original
country.  But enough. Let the sceptic
ponder this fact and consult his own author-
ity, Gizo's Gibbon, vol. Il. page 355.

To conclude, we can say with confi-
dence, that although other nations have been
sometimes enslaved, they could not be re-
tained in slavery, they burst the bonds and
threw off the yoke that held them. Not
so the descendants of Ham. They have
remained in their servitude and will remain
in it always unless released by foreign aid.

The prediction of our text was specifical-

THE BLESSING AND GLORY QOF SIEM.

ly accomplished, when the Hebrews sub-
dued, destroyed or enslaved the Canaanites,

and it should be remembered that the scat-
tered remnants of these tribes, for the most
part, were expelled by David from the land-
of Canaan, and settled in those parts of Af-
rica, which first fell under the dominion of
the Romans, the undoubted descendants of
Japheth, and thus they were and have been
in bondage to both their brethren.  They
bowed to the sceptre and whip of one, and
centuries after, to those of the other, and
Ithey remain to this day a proof which no
infidelity can withstand, that the words of
Noah are sure words fastened by the master
of Assemblies.

3. Blessed be the Lord God of Shem; or
blessed be Shem of the Lord God. He re-
ceived the inheritance of Canaan in the line
of Abraham. All the .spiritual light that
has ever beamed upon the intellect or heart
of man has shone through the descendants
of Shem. His family is most honorable of
all the families of earth. For his are the
fathers, all the Prophets and the Apostles,
and of him as concerning the flesh has the
God-man descended, the Christ, who is God
over all blessed forever! Japheth received
the largest estate of sea and land and the
most numerous progeny; and his are the
hardiest, fairest and most enterprising and
skilfull of the sons of men. Still, Shem is
blessed of Jehovah; for until the coming of
Christ, his descendants comprised the vast
majority of all the true worshippers of God
and afterwards they became honored de-
positories of the rich blessings of Christian
revelation and the happy instruments of
preaching the gospel to all nations.  Truly
has Jehovah been the Lord his God; for in
Judah (of them) has God been known, and
his name has been great in Israel; in Salem
also is his tabernacle and his dwelling is in
Zion. But why need we speak of accom-
plishments of this prophecy when we re-
memeber that most signal of all facts in the
history of man, viz: "the word which in the
begining was with God, and was God, was
made flesh (literally pitched his tent, ca™I-
rwuer, tabernacled) among the Jews the de-
scendants of Shem!
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But there is a fact here worthy of note.
Jt is that although God has blessed Shem
and Jehovah has dwelt in his flesh and sanc-
tified it by the gift of his spirit, he had to
make room for Japheth in aspiritual as well
as a literal sense.  The gospel, though first
propagated by the Shemites, has long since
passed into the hands of the Japhethites
and has made its greatest progress among
the Europeans, Americans and those Asi-
atics who descended from this enlarged son
of Noah.  The Shemites, though natural
branches, have been broken off and the Ja-
phethites graffed into the good olive tree.
And even in our own day the voice goes
forth-make room for Japheth,-make room
for his conquests -as he unsheaths his sword
in the celestial empire or on the shining banks
ofthe Indus orthe pathless woods ofthe Mis-
sissippi and Amazon j and make room for
his wider and more glorious victories as he
enlarges the spiritual tents of Shem and in-
vites his brethren to repossess them. May
the voice still be heard and its tones become
louder and louder, until indeed more shall
be the children of the desolate than of her
who hath a husband.  All the pure and holy
address him and say in the sublime language
of the Shemite Prophet,

“Enlarge the place of thy tent
And let the canopy of thy habitation be extended!

Spare not! Ien%]tlrrllen tlhl)!
y stake!

cords
And make fas

s!

For onlheright hand and on the left

Shalt thou burst forth and increase;
And thy posterity shall inherit tbe nations
And people the desolate citie..

Whatever weapon is formed against him
It shall not prosper
And against every tongue that contendeth witb thee

Thou shalt obtain thy cause:

This isthe inheritan~eof the serv~nts of Jehovah
And the blessmg which they receive from me, saith the
Lord. isAIAH  5:4.

A few practical reflections and we close
our lecture:

1. We learn the. common origin of na-
tions from our subject of to-day. We have
other, we consider irrefragable arguments
confirming this view of our subject such as
-the  computation of time by weeks of
seven daysj second, the setting apart of the
seventh day for religious purposes; third, the
numbering by ten; fourth, the use of sacri-
fices which obtains among all; fifth, the giv-
ing of the tenth to support the altar; sixth,
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the consecration of temples, altars and oth-
er sacred places;j seventh, the custom of
worshipping God bare-footed; eighth, fast-
ing and abstinence from all fleshly appetites
before religious services; ninth, the order of
~the priesthood; tenth, the universal tradi-
i tion of adeluge; the universal regard paid
to the rainbow as asacred sign. Many of
these have been changed since the introduc-
tion of the Christian religion, but they have
universally obtained among all nations, tribes
and tongues.

2. We should never forget how fully the
fulfilment of the above prophecies and the
profound facts we have stated, demonstrate
the divine original of our holy scriptures.
This word stands upon an immovable basis,
and therefore all its instructions and com-
mands are authoritative.  Learn then, your
guilt and danger in neglecting them, and re-
joice to know, that if you heed the invita-
tions of the gospel, accept of its precious
salvation and rely -on its unchanging prom-
ises, that its exceeding great and gracious
blessings will be certainly secured.  Thus,
and thus alone, may we escape the dangers
of the curses of Jehovah j hide ourselves un-
del' his pavilion and realize the full bless-
edness of that man who trusteth in Jeho-

vah, the God of Shem.
3. The prophecy was a calamity to Ham

by glvmg h'1mJl’n0W]edge of the future char-
acter and lot of his descendants j but it has
been a curse to his descendants beca e f

. . u- 0
thelr aggravated cnmes and corruptlOns.
The national curse, however, under which

|the descendants of Ham now rest, may be
converted into an individual blessing to
everyone of them who will have a blessing"
and thus, though doomed to slavery, it may
be an honorable and a profitable servitude,
if they remember their Master in heaven.
It is easy to see how slavery may prove amu-
tual blessing to {llaster and servant if regu-
lated by the great principles of justice and
benevolence on the one hand, obedience and
faithfulness on the other, and though
distinguished in color and station and ca-
pacity both may be equal in the redemption
and glory ofthe Lord of all. Do we disregard
these principles we should remember, that
+he by whose providence the distinctions
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the consequences of our sins. Infinite are
his ministers to humble the pride of the op-
pressor and to lift up the head of the lowly
and fallen. Despotic thrones have always
fallen and private oppression cannot long en-
dure. Let the fervent and all comprehend-
ing philanthropy of the Christian religion
lead us to remove the wrongs and evils of
slavery as they may exist among us; let us
not fear to morally educate and elevate our
unfortunate brethren, and we will make
them better servants, whilst he who will not
wink at injustice and inhumanity, will look

down with approbation and prepare both
servants and master for a world of bliss and

joy at his own right hand.

4. 1twill be noted that as the curses of
God are national and may be blessings to
the individual, so his blessings in our sub-
ject are national and prove curses to the in-
dividuals who despise them. Thus, al-
though the posterity of Shem were bless-
ed with along line of moral heroes, Apos-
tles and Prophets, and with the flesh of
Christ himself, many of them were the worst
criminals that ever disgraced human nature,
and for their crimes they now are suffering
the vengeance of Heaven. They Kkilled
the Lord Jesus and were contrary to all men,
and his blood has been upon them even to
our own generation.
ereignty of God and the responsibility of
man. Neither a blessing or a curse pro-
nounced upon unborn nations can relieve
any man from his individual accountability;
and hence the gospel addresses all men in
all conditions and circumstances and invites
them to itsrich and rapturous blessings upon
equal conditions made equal to all. 0 bless-
ed equality! How delightful to know that
amid all the necessary and unnecessary dis-
tinctions of this earth; although we may be
colored by the yellow sun of Asia, the red
sun of America, the black of Africa orthe
fair light of Europe; though separated by
tongues and customs and habits; however,
elevated in civilization or fallen in barbarism
we may have been, there is one place where
we meet in the fellowship of a common hu-
manity; one home, aJather'shouse, inwhich
we have acommon and glorious inheritance;

MIRACLES NO. V.

|mon sacrifices of contrite and grateful and
fraternal hearts, and where together we may
exult in a sympathy which is world-wide
and a love which regards man as the crea~
ture of God and the child of hope and
immortality!  Thanks be to God for his un-
speakable gift. J. B. F.

NIRACLES.-No. V.

I do not for a moment hesitate to admit
that a greater amount of testimony is re-
quired to establish some facts than others.-

An event of rare occurrence demands more
|~vidence for its confirmation than one which
1s repeated every day. That there will be
a total eclipse of the sun requires more evi-
dence for its confirmation, than that the
sun will rise to-morrow. Yet the former,
by an accumulation of testimony, is as ca-
pable of being set in as strong alight asthe
other, and of being rendered as certain,

but by a higher grade of testimony. But
the greatest of all testimony is required
when the event is miraculous. Yet, even

this, by homogeneous evidence, may be ren-
dered as certain as any other occurrence.
The veriest sceptic would admit the truth of
a miracle which he witnessed himself in

Learn, here, the sov-l circ~mstanc~s wh~c.hwould utterly preclude

the Idea of ImpOSItiIOn. Now what may be
believed on the evidence of the senses,
should be believed on the evidence of tes-
timony. Suppose, for illustration, a man to
have been witness of his neighbor's death.
He saw him breathe his last breath, and felt
the effort of his last pulse. Long after the
signs of life had disappeared, he saw a
a spear pierced through his heart. He saw
him buried. Two days after he saw the
body in a lifeless state. Now suppose that
three or four days afterwards he should see
this neighbor alive and walking about, in
open day, with all the signs of life. He
knows him to be the same man whom he
saw dead, and pierced through the heart,
and buried and in astate of death two days
subsequently.  He goes to the grave and
finds it empty. He converses with his once
, dead neighbor. lle sees tlle wound inflic-



