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In our 1944 budget, we pledged
a definite amount to the National Con-
vention. The twelve captains for the
rally are hard at work toward their
goal of $75 each. This rally will be
the last Sunday in March and- will
mark the close of our Anniversary
Week The goal for that week is
$1,000.

Our Sunday school officers are Mr.
Alphonso Gray, ~uperintendent; Mrs.
Pearl Craggett, assistant superintend-
ent; Della Mae Talbot, secretary; Mr.
Anthony Thomas, treasurer; and
Daisy Gaffney, organist. These of-
ficers are really doing great work with
the Sunday school. Our school rooms
are large and spacious, giving each
class and department a privacy in
teaching which is very essential to a
successful Sunday school. Our church
is not equipped with a baptismal pool,
but will soon be through the efforts of
this group. The first Youth Meet of
the year will be held at the Lakewood
Christian Church (white), Cleveland.
Ohio.

Our Christian Endeavor is con-
ducted by Mrs. Ila Clark. Their
former leader, Mr. Kenneth Dabney,
was inducted into the Navy. He was
home on a short furlough, Jan. 23.
We were glad to see him once more.
Kenneth is greatly missed, as he was
a good leader among the young people
of the church.

The Missionary Society misses its
former president, Mrs. Julia Gamby,
who now resides in Boston, Mass. We
are carrying on with the new officers:
Mrs. Elizabeth Wells, president; Mrs.,
Wynn, vice-president; Mrs. Elizabeth
Coles, secretary; and Mrs. Laura Shu-
mate, treasurer. A Brotherhood din-
ner and program was held Feb. 23,
under the auspices of the Missionary
Society. Elder Campbell, pastor of
the 'Central Christian Church, as-
sisted our pastor in this observance.
We are looking forward to a great
fellowship.

On Jan. 23rd, a large group of
white and colored people gathered at
the church to hear a wonderful
message delivered by the Rev. Mr.
Staley, former pastor of Grace Meth-
odist Church, our present church
home. Rev. Staley visits churches
of both races in the interest of better
racial understanding. The music was
furnished by the young people of First
Methodist Church (white). Many
minister,s of both races were present.
His theme, "Our Father," was one
befitting all mankind. As he made
clear, that when we fully realize the

importance in sayin~ "Our Father"
this will be a better world for all
concerned.

the influence of Christianity. To do
this the following plan was approved:

First: The youth and children's
work of the Bible School Dept., Chris-
tian Youth Fellowship and the Chris-
tian Endeavor Dept. be combined and
a pre-convention period beginning the
Sunday prior to the convention be in-
stituted.

The first combined session to meet
this year at the convention in Lex-
ington, Kentucky.

Weare hoping to have delegates
from all these departments in attend-
ance.

This pre-convention assembly will
give more time, which is sorely needed
to train and instruct young people,
their leaders and the leaders of chil-
dren, in methods, materials and pro-
gram planning which is essential for
Christian growth in these troublesome
days.

Secondly: That each department of
the National Convention contribute
toward financing the session and that
State Bible School, C. E., C. Y. F.
presidents, missionary organizations,
youth leaders and leaders and the
local churches promote the delegates
to said meeting and secure funds
necessary for expense.

Third: That each State President
keep the national program before his
or her State and bring to the National
Convention an accurate record of the
State, the number of schools, pupils
and what is being done to help the
schools.

Here to the local church will be
strengthened for the training these
persons will receive will be put into
practice in them. So the convention
requests the local church to back it by
sending the young people and leaders.
The convention will back the local
church by strengthening and deepen-
ing the delegates' lives, thus enabling
them to be more effective teachers and
leaders.

Now that we have the program out-
lined for you, I am sure by this time
every Sunday school superintendent
or representative has received a letter
from our newly-elected corresponding
secretary, Miss Jane Williams, 530 E.
4th St., Oklahoma City, Okla. If not,
you will shortly.

May 5th a group of young people
and adults will meet in Indianapolis,
Ind., to plan a wholesome program
which will carryover into our pre-
convention session. Do you want to
come? We would like to have you.
If so, write Rev. R. H. Peoples, 2700
N. Capitol Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. He
is our host for this assembly.

National Christian
Missionary News

February 22, 1944.
Elder P. A. Gray,
4200 W. Cote Brilliante Ave.
St. Louis, Mo.
Dear Brother Gray:

I have your letter addressed to the
Ministers and Pastors stating that
the Christian Board of Publication
has a "Negro staff and supervised de-
partment of six."

Before I can rejoice with you over
this "History" as you call it, I must
ask some questions.

First. Is this a Jim Crow Depart-
ment? The name you gave makes me
think so.

Second. Is it because of the man-
power shortage that caused them to
hire colored people; since so many
white people have gone to better pay-
ing jobs?

Third. Since we have been taught
to buy our literature and subscribe for
their papers, are they doing any more
than you or any other business con-
cern would do for its customers?

Fourth. Since the CHRISTIANPLEA
is your paper, owned and operated by
you and you served as its second edi-
tor; with what I call a good salary
then, and you had the opportunity of
making it as large as the Christian
Evangelist, aren't you being used as
an Uncle Tom to raise a smoke screen
and a shout, so that those who are
opposed to open membership and dis-
crimination because of color, cannot
be seen or heard.

When these questions are answered
I will know whether to shout or not.

Yours friend,
W. H. (BALTIMORE)TAYLOR.

A Message to the
Bible Schools

By R. L. JORDAN,President
National Bible School Convention
It has been a long time since we

have discussed with you the program
for the National Convention. Many
of you are anxious to know the con-
vention in assembly at Columbus
adopted a most worthy plan to de-
velop leadership. It was concerned
about a Christian philosophy of life
for young people and adults. Its
basic argument was the whole era of
man's life should be brought under
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"They Gathered Around
the Table"

By CHAPLAIN LORENZO J. EVANS

Captain 76th AAA.GP.

The blessed sacrament has always
been an essential part of the wor-
shipers of the Disciples of Christ.
Just before Jesus left this earth He,
along with His Disciples, gathered
around the table together to break
bread. It was on this occasion that
the Master said to them: "Take, eat:
this is my body." (Matt. 26 :26.)
"Drink ye all of it; For this is my
blood of the New Testament, which is
shed for many for the remission of
sins." (Matt. 26 :27-28.)

Each Lord's day as we gather
around the table to eat of the loaf
and drink of the cup we realize that
this is done in memory of our blessed
Lord. It is a very thrilling experi-
ence to watch you men as I serve here
in the South Pacific, gather around
the table to break bread together.
Strong men, robust men men of dif-
ferent faith, all gather around the
table together in one band of fellow-
ship to do this in memory of our
blessed Lord.

Upon the first day of the week the
disciples of Jesus gathered around the
table with the expectation of meeting
their Lord; as they gathered around
the table in the absence of Jesus in
person, they remembered that this
was done in memory of Him whose life
ended at the cross.

Today as the church faces a world
shadowed with war clouds, a world
where men are groping in darkness,
it is essential that the church of our
Master gather around the table.
Today we have men who are fighting
dn all fronts, men who are giving
their lives with a hope that one day
there will come a just and durable
peace. Today as we so frequently
hear of men gathering around the
table to plan peace, it is essential that
the church should meet at the table in
memory of our Lord.

Many thinkers are expecting an en-
tirely new world after the war is over.
They look for a new political, eco-
nomic, and social order, with peace,
justice, and freedom for all. Great
minds are already working on such
plans. We as Christians, want to
share in the new world order. We
believe, that apart from political
plans, all men need a complete moral
regeneration. Without that, all po-
litical plans will come to naught.
Pride, greed, hatred, materialism

must be eradicated, or humanity will
eventually come to destruction, no
matter what kind of government may
be set up. We Christians believe that
only through Christ is it possible to
build a new world, based on personal
and social righteousness. Therefore,
by precept and example, we must lead
the greatest number of people to ac-
cept Christ as their Saviour and fol-
low His teachings, that they may be
the salt of the earth and the light of
the world. Let us gather around the
table.

S. C. I. Recognized

By NORMAN WILSON

As a reward for less than one and
one-half years of service and constant
working towards recognition for
Southern Christian Institute, Dean
Charles C. Mosley, a highly trained
university graduate and a drawing
card himself backed up indeed by a
wise president with a broad vision in
the person of President John Long is
very pleased to announce the recogni-
tion received from the Southern Asso-
ciation of Colleges and Second Schools.
The school has an enrollment of 316
and many were turned away because
of housing shortage.

NOTICE

Christian Plea
Subscribers

*
THE

ORENE COLE
PRIZE

Will be given to the min-
ister who sends in the
most subscribers over
ten during the month of

June.

*
Get Going Now

WRITE PLEA OFFICE

DELINQUENT SUBSCRIBERS
YOUR "PLEA" WILL NOT BE

DELIVERED UNLESS YOU
PAY BEFORE JUNE.

Help Brotherhood
Cause

Aged ministers, mIssIonaries and
their wives need the continued sup-
port of their brotherhood in token of
appreciation for the years of service
rendered; widows and children of
faithful workers need the helping
hand of the church; underprivileged
groups, because of race or class, find
our nation less than democratic and
the church less than Christian unless
some specific help is given-Negro
youth throughout our country, the
Mexicans of the Southwest, Japanese-
Americans in relocation centers, and
other minority peoples living in our
towns and. cities, working for our
country, yet not enjoying its priv-
ileges. Neglected communities without
adequate leadership need assistance
in building a Christian program;
weak and struggling churches look to
the brotherhood for strength and as-
sistance until they can come to self-
support.

All of these services are being car-
ried on by the causes of the brother-
hood-to the extent that finances
make it possible. No cause has ever
been able to' care for the whole need
as presented by deserving groups and
individuals. The barrier to a wider
service is lack of resource to support
workers, to buy materials, or to pro-
vide leaders.

It is for these needs that the causes
appeal to the churches on Easter to
bring the largest gift possible, and
thus to support the largest ministry
possible to men and women, youth
and children within our own country.
Every gift made on this day will mean
a step forward-toward a more Chris-
tian America.

Memphis Churches
Aid Negro Congregation

The Christian churches of Memphis,
Tenn., have made it possible for the
Mississippi Boulevard Church (N e-
gro) of that city to employ a helper
for the pastor, B'. T. Hunt, who is
principal of the largest Negro high
school in the city. They have agreed
to pay $50.00 per month for a year if
the Mississippi Boulevard Church will
pay $25.00 per month on the salary of
an assistant for the pastor. The prop-
osition has been accepted and the plan
went into effect December 1.-Ch1·is-
tian Evangelist, January 12, 1944.
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"If we walk in the light, we have
fellowship one with the other." (1
John 1: 7.)

NOTICEI

All news must be in by seventh of each
month.

$1.00
.75

America Needs Christ

.75

.50

.10

America is now the most powerful
nation in the world. Her ability to
produce has not been impaired by
bombs, hunger or disease. Her
strength is the strength of youth.
Her weakness is the paganism that is
within. .
-One half of her population remains

unchurched.
-The lash of injustice turns race

against race, labor against capital,
class against class.

-Her children are writing the black-
est pages of crime and delinquency
in her history.

-Drunkenness and immorality are
tolerated and condoned.

-Her idealism is dimmed by her
power, arrogance and greed.
America is the hope of the world,

and without her there will be no en-
during peace throughout the world,
but likewise there will be no enduring
peace with her unless she is Christian.

Americllr must be lighted with the
glory of the Cross whose penetrating
light seeks out each hidden dark cor-
ner with its beams of truth, whose
light will illumine the way for to-
morrow.

There are millions of people in our
country unreached by the Christian
message-some in every community,
however large or small and these are
the particular responsibility of the
churches and the Christians in that
community.

There are other millions of people
in our country needing more than the
preaching of the Gospel and the warm
friendliness of a church group. Their
needs are so varied and, if they are
know the rich fullness of Christian
living, the responsibility of a min-
istry to them is so great that no one
church and no one community can
carry it. But as a brotherhood of
Christians, with members in every
state and province, we are able to
minister in a Christlike manner.
through the national causes to whom
we delegate this task.

When a struggling church is doing
all it can to pay its pastor and keep
the church door open, the National
Convention will be there to give a
helping hand.

When the CHRISTIAN PLEA is en-
larged and made a weekly paper, the
National Convention will be there to
render financial aid.

Let's get ready for this long-range
program.

Today the National Convention
needs you; tomorrow you may need
the National Convention.

Send one dollar per member to the
National Treasurer, Dr. J. E. Walker,
234 Hernando St., Memphis, Tenn.
Help your pastor and congregation to
join the One Hundred Dollar Club.
March, April and May are National
Convention months. Let's raise ten
thousand dollars in the church de-
partment this convention year for
evangelism. "Therefore, they that
were scattered abroad went every-
where preaching the word." (Acts
8:4.)

Church aid: "Come over into Mace-
donia and help us." (Acts 16:9.)

Minister's aid: "Then the disciples,
every man according to his ability, de-
termined to send relief unto the
brethren which dwelt in Judea." (Acts
11 :29.)

The CHRISTIAN PLEA: "What thou
seest, write in a book, and send it
unto the seven churches." (Rev. 1:11.)

Brethren, pray for me.

To the Church and
Brethren-Greetings:

By W. H. (Baltimore) TAYLOR

BIBL(; SCHOOL
LESSONS

When churches are organized in
towns and cities where there is no
church of our faith, the National Con-
vention will be there with money to
help.

When church buildings are de-
stroyed or damaged by some disaster,
the National Convention will be there
to render financial aid.

THAT AR~

True to the Bible

BOTH Standard's Closely Graded and
International Uniform series of les-

son helps are Christ-centered and true to
the Bible. They are used in thousands
of Christian Church Bible schools where
leaders believe in the inspiration of God's
Word.

WEEKLY STORY PAPERS
That also promote Daily Bible Reading
and Study among your boys and girls.

Free samples and information maUed on
request. Send your name, address and
name of Bible school to
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ACTIVITIES OF THE BROTHERHOO'D
Arkansas News

Arkansas Woman's quarterly report
from all Societies:

Mt. Sinai N. L. R. raised on state
apportionment, $12.00, and Woman
Day program, $6.10.

Cross Street Women on U. S. Day,
$12.00, for state apportionment, $12.

Russellville Women raised on state
apportionment, $5.00.

Second Church Women raised on
state apportionment, $1.50.

Oak Grove, Scotts, raised on state
apportionment, $5.00.

The District meeting has made up
its mind to work.

S. S. Dept., $115.00.
Men's Dept., $32.50.

MRS. S. BOSTICK, Reporter.

Look Out for Skalawags
In the Ministry

Your State Secretaries do not claim
or desire any authority over the
churches in any matter whatever. But
we do consider it as one of the services
we should render to assist churches in
securing worthy ministers, and avoid-
ing humiliating experiences with
"wolves in sheep's clothing." With all
our precautions we sometimes make
mistakes. But much more often the
churches that allow unknown men to
come into their pulpits and "steal the
show" are victims of unscrupulous
men.

We do not have many examples of
this in Oklahoma. But one is too
many. A man's moral record is of
more importance than his pulpit abil-
ity. The men who are unworthy of
the high calling of the ministry are
usually the ones who shout loudest
about "ecclesiastics" and "higher-ups"
trying to dictate to the churches. The
exceptions are the poorly informed or
the misinformed.

Better check up on that independent
wandering star before letting him
crash into your church. And if he has
already crashed, better check up on
his record anyway. "A bad apple
spoils a barrel full." - Oklahoma
Christian.

i'Ushers' Badges, Arm. Bands.
Fine choir gown, $3.75. Cata-
log samples on request. Also
church furniture. State needs
and name of church.
DeMoulin Bros. & Co., 1131S.
4th St.. Greenville, Illinois.

•

East Sixth Street
Christian Church

R. L. SEARCY, Pastor
Oklahoma City, Okla.

We, the pastor, and members of the
East Sixth Street Christian Church
are still trying to keep house for the
Lord. B'y the help of God we were
able through and by the assistance· of
our able financial leaders to go beyond
our goal for 1943, with better than
$4,000.00 raised. Additions averaged
better than one per Sunday-58.

This year our goal is set for $.6,000.
January marked a victory month for
us with five additions to the church,
and $531.14 raised. And from all evi-
dence, February will exceed that of
January. Sunday our general offer-
ing for the church was $100.98. The
Christian Endeavor celebrated En-
deavor week and their proceeds were
$127.00.

Our Christian Plea office is being
set up and you may expect some sub-
scriptions soon for the Plea. And
don't forget that the East Sixth
Street Church will join the $100.00
Club this year. Look for us to meet
you at Lexington with a round report.

We do appreciate the firm stand
that our President is taking, and the
program he is presenting for the Na-
tional Convention. The time has come
that we as Disciples of Christ or as
local Christian Churches, must co·
operate in helping to do that thing
that God expects of us. It can't be
done divided-together we stand,
divided we fall. Together in Doctrine,
together in Faith, together in Practice.
Let us for this year try preaching and
practicing the same thing. If God be
for us, who can be against us?

Too much time has been spent re-
vising plans for the church, and yet
men are dying out of Christ. "We
know in part, and we prophesy in
part, but when that which is perfect
is come, then that which is in part
shall be done away." I know of nothing
so perfect as the gospel of Christ.
Use it and live, neglect it, and you
will meet with perplexities, problems
.and eventually death.

Yours for a ~Teater fellowship.

Church had a shower for the two
schools, Jarvis and S. C. I., Nov. 2,
1943, at the church and asked every
member to take part in the shower
and they did so. We got twenty nice
towels and wash cloths and was taken
to North Middletown to the District
meeting and Little Rock Missionary
gave a lovely pair of pillow cases and
North Middletown Missionary Society
gave a lovely tablecloth and a roster.
We, the members of the Missionary
Society, hope the two schools will find
a place for those little gifts.

Dorgan St. Christian Church,
Tyler, Texas

The District B'oard was held at
Dorgan St. Christian Church, Tyler,
Texas, Jan. 30, 1944.

Bro. A. A. Henry, president of the
District Board No.3; SeceEla Spen-
cer, secretary.

Saturday night preaching by Rev.
O. C. Jacobs. Subject: "Come, See
a Man." The spirit ran high all day
Sunday. Rev. Gill, pastor of Dorgan
St. Christian Church, presented the
church with the Jarvis singers. A
musical was rendered by the Jarvis
singers in the afternoon at 3 :30
o'clock, directed by Mrs. Odessa
Barker. It was enjoyed by ·a large
audience. Dr. D. T. Cleaver preached
a stirring sermon at 3 on "Peace,"
closing his sermon in 15 minutes. It
was very inspiring. Delegations from
the various churches were Jarvis Col-
lege, Dorgan St. Church, Tyler, Boll
St., Jacksonville, Corinth, Pine Hill,
Anadarico. Amount raised during the
Board was $55.02.

The 11 o'clock sermon was preached
by Rev. O. C. Jacobs. Prayer service
was led by Bro. R. J. Fuller. B'ro.
Jacobs left to go back to Camp Liv-
ingston, La. He has been in the
Armed Forces for over a year.

EVA SANDERS, Reporter.
223 N. Main St., Jacksonville, Texas.

Kentucky News
The Broadway Christian Church of

Germantown, Ky., continues to hold
high the banner of Christ. The past
year we have taken unto us Rev. J. J.
Washington, an outstanding minister
of the gospel, who came to us as a
scholar, not a minister.

When on the 2nd day of Jan., 1944
he was ordained into the ministry by
Rev. H. Q. Wilson, of Carlisle, as-
sisted by Elder J. A. Johnson and

High St. Christian Church
By MARY D. NELSON

316 R. R. St., Mt. Sterling, Ky.
The members of the Missionary

Society of the High St. Christian
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Elder L. D. Poyntz of Germantown.
The ordination took place at the
Broadway Christian Church.

Third Christian Church,
Louisville, Ky.

REV. F. F. FLOYD,Pastor
BUFORDMURRAY,Reporter

2621 W. Walnut St., Louisville, Ky.
Progressive actions on the plans for

our new annex are being made, of
which I hope to give more details in
the near future.

Our Sunday school is steadily grow-
ing, with adult as well as children at-
tendance and also growing financially.

Our Superintendent, Mr. Bishop
McClain, who had charge of the Sun-
day school programs for the month of
January, closed out last Sunday with
a delightful program. Mrs. Louise
Coleman was the guest speaker. Her
subject was "Faith." We were also
favored with solos by visitors along
with our home talent.

Total amount raised for the month
through Mr. McClain's efforts was
$20.83.

During the absence of the Superin-
tendent, Mrs. Cordeila French, Assist-
ant Superintendent, had charge last
Sunday.

Rev. Floyd gained recognition of the
Louisville Council of Churches and
was selected and given membership
into the Council. He was also chosen
to preach over the radio in the near
future.

Mr. Buford Murray is raising funds
to purchase for the church a new
Bible.

Mississippi Boulevard
Christian Church,
Memphis, Tenn.

With the coming of the New Year,
1943, the Mississippi Boulevard Chris-
tian Church started out doing great
things in Kingdom Building.

The growth of the Mississippi
Boulevard Christian Church has been
steady throughout the twenty-two
years of its life, under the leadership
of its pastor, Elder Blair T. Hunt.
There have been a large number of
epochal events in this Memphis con-
gregation, but the most promising was
the selection of a Social Service Secre-
tary. The official leadership of the
church under the chairmanship of Dr.
J. E. Walker, for years saw the need
of a social secretary. The selection
-of Mrs. Mildred Riley by the white
and colored brethren was a most
pleasant one. Her work with the

Youth Group of our congregation has
drawn the attention of all local con-
gregations. Though her employment
has not exceeded two months, even
now we see the fruits of her efforts
through increased attendance in all
services, which of course means in-
creases in finances and best of all,
increases in spirituality. The work
of the church is Kingdom Building
and this can only be adequately done
by going out into the highways and
hedges of the community. Out of ap-
proximately 200 Negro churches in the
city of Memphis, the Mississippi
Boulevard Christian Church is the
only one fortunate to have such a
worker and you may well know that
each any every member is grateful.
The major portion of the financial
obligation of this undertaking is
borne by the local white brotherhood.

A rare treat was enjoyed by all
when Mrs. Thomas Nelson Coopedge
spoke at the church on Sunday night,
January 16, 1944, to the Youth
Group. Her address was "Christ is
the Answer." She held her audience
spell-bound, as all seemed to feel the
sincerity emanating from her being.
Mrs. Coppedge is a nationally known
lecturer, a religious, cultural and civic
leader of Memphis. She is a member
of the Linden Avenue Christian
Church of Memphis and Sunday
school teacher of a mixed class of col-
lege and young business ages. She is
past president of Memphis Little
Theater, and at present is Vice-Edu-
cational Chairman of War Production
Board of the Tin Can Salvage Com-
mission of Memphis.

Tne church sustained a great loss in
the passing of Brother J. W. Capshaw
on January 14, 1944, at his residence,
621 St. Paul Avenue. He was a
staunch member of the church and the
congregation sympathizes with the
family in their loss but Heaven's gain.

MRS. C. E. ROWAN,Reporter.
REV. BLAIRT. HUNT, Pasto?'

Third Christian Church
Louisville, Ky.

REV. F. T. FLOYD,P·astor
BUFORDMURRAY,Reporter

We ere glad to have with us on last
Sunday night, Feb. 27, Rev. C. L.
Parks, of Nashville, who preached a
stirring sermon. His text was taken
from Job 35:20 and his subject was
"Light in the Night." .

Miss Elizabeth Green, who headed
the delegation of young people to the
Youth Council that was held in Lex-
ington, Ky., made their report last

Sunday to the Sunday school, which
was very interesting.

Mr. Buford Murray, who has been
working to raise funds to purchase
a new Bible for the church, reached
his goal. The amount raised was
$23.41. He hopes to present it to the
church on March 12, in time to be
used for morning service.

Mrs. Mattie Williams, who had
charge of the Sunday School programs
for the month of February, raised for
month $16.40. The subject for the
month was "Courage." She secured
some very good speakers.

Midway Christian Church
North Tazewell, Va.

REV.EUGENEPATTERSON,Pastor
EDNA DICKERSON,Reporte?'

The church and all its auxiliaries
are moving along fine. They are on
the upward go. They are now in a
$1.000 drive. The church has been.
divided into two clubs. Mrs. Celestine
Harmon is captain of No.1 club and
Mrs. Elsie Moore is captain of No.2.
Each club is to raise $500.

Another fine man, Mr. Barnes
Moore, was inducted into the Navy
from our ranks a few weeks ago.

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Huff, of our
church, are the proud parents of a
fine son, Leonard Mills Huff.

In the absence of our pastor, Rev.
Eugene Patterson, who has been' con-
fined in his room at the parsonage for
the past two weeks due to illness from
bronchial pneumonia, Rev. J. E. Miller
filled his pulpit in his stead and the
Junior choir furnished music.

"Our Plea"
By G. M. DICKERSON
North Tazewell, Va.

There are so many people that do
not know "Our Plea" and just regard
us as another denomination, that I
think it would be well if each issue of
the CHRISTIANPLEA carried a brief
statement of "Our Plea."

Many members of the Christian
Church seem tJoorly informed as to
what our aim is; what we believe and
what we stand for.

Our people have so neady for-
gotten what we started out to do, that
we have almost ceased to preach the
blessedness of Christian unity, and the
sin of denominational divisions. And
we are even about to build another
denomination.

Remember our Lord's prayer as
recorded in John 17 :21 is still un-
answered, and its answer is necessary
that the world might believe, and that
we may either help or hinder the
answer of that prayer.
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If ever we needed a united church
it is now. A divided church could not
or did not save the world in peace-
time. A united church could have and
should have led America and the
world into paths of peace, and not
allowed it to have plunged into this
awful war. We talk about building
the world after or on a new order.

Had the church followed carefully
the "blueprint" of Jesus, we should
have or would have a new order, a
better world now. But we built with-
out following the "blueprint" of Jesus.
What a mess! And no wonder! Look
at what we left out or only observed
half-heartedly. Look! Brotherhood,
Golden Rule, Do justly, Love mercy,
Walk humbly, No divisions, One Lord,
One faith, One baptism, One body,
One hope.

Let us get back to the "blueprint"
of Jesus; get on the one foundation.
For other foundation can no man lay.
Then let us rise up and build.

Antioch Christian Church
New Brunswick, N. J.

REV. S. C. TILLMAN, Pastor
A. B. WASHINGTON, Reporter

We closed, the old year with a
splendid watch meeting service, which
was well attended. Only one resolu-
tion made by the entire church and
that was that we would cooperate with
each department of the church. Our
pastor preached two intelligent ser-
mons Sunday. In the morning,
"Thorn In the Flesh" and in the eve-
ning, "If I Were You, I Would Not Be
Moved." So, after hearing such an
instructive lesson, we decided to stand
together and not be moved. For to-
gether we stand, but divided we fall.
As in the past eight months, we made
great progress in rebuilding our
church. We had a mind to work, so
God saw our plan and with His help
we were able to build an elegant
edifice, which we paid for as it was
built. This is quite a credit to the
vicinity. Since the outside is so
beautiful, we are endeavoring to make
the interior to look just as nice. We
are trusting God that we may do
greater work this year. We are in-
deed sorry to learn that our beloved
pastor is confined to his bed with
la grippe. Also our senior deacon,
Bro. George Edward, is very sick.
We pray God for their recovery. WE
are also asking the prayers uf the
brotherhood for our success.

DELINQUENT SUBSCRIBERS:
Your "Plea" will not be delivered

unless you p~y before June.

,Report of District
Evangelist ,

MRS. MAUDE F. DAVIS

Granger, Texas

The third quarter of District Board
No.. 6 convened January 28-30, 1944,
in the historic city of San Antonio,
which is dear to the hearts of all
Texans, and at the sacred church lo-
cated at 1101 East Crockett Street,
which is dear to the hearts of the
brotherhood of Texas.

•This church is pastored by Rev.
T. S. Lyons, one of our young min-
isters and is ably assisted by his
charming and gracious wife, Mrs. T.
S. Lyons, who were host and hostess
to the Board. They spared no pains
in making it pleasant for the dele-
gates.

The (white) Brotherhood of the
many Christian Churches there in San
Antonio, attended most all the ses-
sions and were loyal in their support
financially and physically by giving
food in large quantities. Too much
cannot be said of B'rother Briscoe and
his good wife; also Rev. Lomax of
the First Christian Church, in striv-
ing to aid in making it pleasant for
the delegates.

Our theme was "Christian Steward-
ship." (I Cor. 4:2.) Friday evening
the program was in charge of the
local church of which Mrs. Lyons was
mistress of ceremonies. She had in-
vited Mrs. Horton, a returned mis-
sionary of our faith from Africa, to
make an address, which was inspira-
tional and informational.

Among the dignitaries in attend-
ance were our very own Prof. T. W.
Pratt, one of our eminent educators
of State and National fame, known
long for his eloquence of speech, yet
humble and serviceable to his church.
Prof. Pratt is one professional man,
whose pocket book is converted with
his heart, and he gives a good ac-
count of his stewardship. Through
his presence and interest we had con-
tact with many outstanding citizens,
who visited our sessions. Through
his influence and presence as our guest
speaker there were six or seven chap-
ters of the Eastern Star present to
hear him, who is the Associate Grand
Patron of the Eastern Star of Texas,
State President of the Bible School
Dept., but to kriow his true worth as
a citizen is to visit the Julia B.
Frazier School of Dallas, and observe
the beauty of it, which stands as a
monument to him as Principal, who
supervised the building and land-
scape and all. His life should be an
inspiration to all young men.

Our next dignitary was our very
own State President of the State Mis-
sionary convention, Prof. I. Q. Hurdle,
of Austin, who is the embodiment of
hU~ility. He is about the first pre-
siding officer I have seen who never
wrinkles his brow when the waves
are turbulent in the Convention.
Under his leadership the San Antonio
Church came into reality. His admin-
istration has been one of evangelism,
keeping close with his district evan-
gelists, lending aid and help wherever
is needed. He gave a commendable
account of his stewardship.

Our next dignitary was the State
President of the Missionary Society,
Mrs. Arah E. Garrett, another char-
acter who is principal of the Crispus
Attucks High school of Granger, who
takes time out to render service for
the Lord and give an account of her
stewardship. So effective was her
missionary address Saturday evening
on "Humanity Hungers," Mrs. Briscoe
asked her to bring the same message
to the First Christian Church Mis-
sioanry Society.

I am greatly pleased to report Bro.
M. T. Johnson as the bulwark Elder
of the East Crockett St. Church. He
was unstinted in his courtesy and lib-
erality to make the Board meeting all
it should be. Bro. Johnson is a gradu-
ate ·of Prairie View State College, a
mail clerk, and a substantial citizen
of San Antonio. .

Wherever we go among the churches
we usually find a student or graduate
of Jarvis or the S. C. I. At this par-
ticular time we found a graduate of
the Southern Christian Institute in
the person of B'ro. Gentry C. Robin-
son, who is an Elder in the church.
He formally pastored Gay St. Chris-
tion Church, Nashville, Tenn.

It was my privilege and pleasure to
invite a friend of long standing of
mine and Prof. Pratt's, Dr. Prince
F. Jackson, an eminent minister of
the African Methodist Church, who is
pastor ·of St. James A. M. E. and
treasurer of Paul Quinn College and
a candidate for Bishopric.

Dr. Jackson was a former pastor of
my hometown, and lowe much to
him in my early ministry for his help
and encouragement. He took time out
from his many cares and came over
and brought his choir and usher board
of gdod looking women all in beauti-
ful uniforms. The choir could not be
excelled for their singing. One of the
beautiful musical contributions Sun-
day morning was a trio, Miss Bernice
Hurdle, Mrs. Lula V. Allen, and Roth-
well Hurdle, the sister, daughter and
son respectively of President Hurdle.
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Their beautiful renditions of Spir-
ituals added much to the morning
service.

Worthy mention may be made of
two other ministers of the city, ·Rev.
Cooper, pastor of one of the A. M. E.
churches of the city, and Rev. Davis,
pastor of the Seventh Day Adventist
Church, came to lend their encourage-
ment. They are associate ministers
of Pastor Lyons.

We want to express our thanks to
the pastor and his dear wife, who is
truly a helpmate and who is making
a great sacrifice with Bro. Lyons to
get the church well esablished in the
city. She does it smilingly and cheer-
fully.

Bro. Lyons has erected an annex on
the rear of the church for living
quarters, which is well furnished. He
has painted the interior of the church
and pews himself and added lovely
light fixtures.

As an evangelist, I consider this
was one of our best Board meetings,
spiritually and financially, having
raised $130.57.

Scholarship Award Given
By the Bible School Dep't.
Of Kentucky

By EDITHW. BRISTOW
Attention! All who are to be high

school graduates this year and expect
to study in the Religious Education
field as an avenue for your livelihood.

For the first time within the last
eight years or more, the Bible School
department of Kentucky is offering
a scholarship of fifty dollars to the
most deserving young man or woman
who applies before April 20 to Mrs.
Rose Irene Black, Midway, Kentucky
Send to Mrs. Black an application
stating the school from which you are
to graduate, the pastor's or superin-
tendent's name and address, also your
principal's address and name. Tell
specifically why you are choosing this
field for you life's work and anything
else that might give you the award.
Do not forget to write to Mrs. Black
before April 20. Do not fail! Get
that application written now so that
you will have plenty of time to re-
read it.

All pastors and superintendents
should busy themselves and see that
young people are aware of this finan-
cial aid. If you know of young people
who do not take the Plea, let them
have your copy so that they can get
all needed information.

The committee who will judge the
merits of all applicants shall be com-
posed of the following ladies:

Mrs. Rose Irene Black, Chairman,
Midway, Kentucky.

Mrs. Mary M. Spradling,
Miss Nettie Printers,
Miss Ellena Jackson.
The reason for getting applications

so far ahead is to have them on hand
before schools close for the summer.
Do not delay! If you are interested
see your superintendent or pastor
today. Why not write to Mrs. Black
or to your district president? Young
people, this is a challenge to you.

Plan now young people to enter
either Southern Christian Institute or
Jarvis Christian College with this
scholarship. S. C. I. as you know is
in Edwards, Mississippi, and Jarvis is
in Hawkins, Texas.

dollar scholarship award that is to
be made at the convention this year
by this department. You will hear
more of this later.

It has been some time since I sent
your school a letter of this kind. I
felt sure that everything was being
done as heretofore until one superin-
tendent spoke of the fact that things
would slip his mind and of the help
that a letter would do. So here it is
and I sincerely hope that the waste
basket is not its destination. Give
your school my best wishes for its
splendid work to be aaccomplished
during the remainder of this con-
vention year.

Remind your entire congregation
that the first Sunday in April is to be
observed as Chenault Day. Each
member is asked for fifty cents for
this fund. Let's all support this effort.

If you desire further information
about anything in this letter write me
a,nd I'll gladly send it.

Report from District No. 6
By MRS.MAUDEDAVIS

REV. G. A. TAYLOR,Appreciation
(Program Continued)

"Wherefore, by their fruits ye shall
know them." (Matt. 7 :20.)

So it has been with the B'rotherhood
of Texas and friends of Elder G. W.
Taylor, of Austin, Texas, concerning
this veteran of the Cross who has
walked in the path of righteousness
for seventy odd years.

He writes me that the money is still
coming in from our efforts. I give
the report here of three worthy
churches and three individuals who
have sent in their contributions. All
six of these, who have remembered
Elder Taylor, are to be highly com-
mended, due to the fact I did not have
their proper addresses I failed to con-
tact them.

They have read and believed I John
3: 17, "And by their fruits ye shall
know them."
Anadarcar, Bro. A. R. Loftus_$ 10.00
Pine Hill, Eld. J. K. Fuller__ 10.00
Wallick Chapel, Dangerfield,

By Bro. Hurndon__________ 5.00
Mrs. O. Zoller_______________ 1.00
Mrs. Frankye Hall Brown,

Taylor, Texas 1.00
F. C. Seaman, Gus Brown,

Seattle, Wash. 1.00

$ 28.00
112.00

Bible School Reminders
By EDITH BRISTOW

Louisville, Ky.
Dear Kentucky Superintendents and

Pastors:
This letter is to remind you of some

things that your Bible School should
have done by July in order to have a
full year's report at our convention.
Post this in. a conspicuous place and
draw a line through each item as your
school accomplishes it.

The training deveolpment being
done-- .

(1) Do you have regular teacher's
meetings where business of the school
is done and study of the lesson is had?

Have you had or are you planning
to have classes in leadership training?

Are you urging your young people
to attend the "youth meet" that is
nearest them?

Are you planning now for adults
and young people to spend one week
at conference?

The financial side of the school-
One-half of your state convention

apportionment should have been sent
to the treasurer by now. Please do
this at once, please!

Did your school send money at
Christmas time to the National Benev-
olence Association? See that this is
done as soon as possible, too.

Let's not forget that funds are to
be sent to the U. C. M. S. at Easter
and for Children's Day? Oh, yes,
did you forget that Thanksgiving
funds are past due? As you send
money to the U. C. M. please state
that it is to be applied on the $500
amount pledged by the state of Ken-
tucky.

Please encourage your young people
who are graduating from high school
to enter the Religious Education field
as a life's work. Tell them of a fifty

$140.00
We again thank the Brotherhood

and friends who have responded to the
Call.
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CALIFORNIA CHURCH BURNS MORTGAGE

Front--Rev. Baxter Carroll Duke, Minister, burns segment of mortgage.
Left--Mrs. Beatrice Goodwin, representing Deaconess.
Left to right (back row)-D. C. Mitchell, Chairman of the OfficialBoard, Ma:t;shalChatman, Elder Coy

Chalman, representing Deacons, J. R. Spencer, Trustee, T. L. Pratt, Chairman of Trustee Board, T. S.
Anderson, Chairman of Elders Board, J. E. Rector, President of Usher Board and Treasurer, Dr. A. Thomas
King, Chairman of Campaign, Mrs. Harry Wellington, representing Avalon Youth Organization, Harold
Ward, President Choir, Mrs. Delores Ennis, Vice-President Brunch Club, Edward Barney, Trustee, Mrs. Dor-
othy Jackson, Vice-President Usher Board, Dr. Clifford A. Cole,State Secretary, Christian Church of Southern
California.

Av~lon Christian Church, Los Angeles, California, Bums Mortgage
February 17, 1944
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Avalon Christian Church
Burns Mortgage

The crowning event of the program
held Sunday, February 17, was the
burning of the mortgage held against
the property of the Avalon Christian

•Church, located at 43rd Street and
Avalon Blvd. Baxter Duke, who
founded the church, celebrated along
with the church his seventh anniver-
sary as pastor, which began February
27, 1937. From a handful of the
faithful, the church has grown to be
one of the most influential· Christian
institutions of the community. Under
the guidance of Rev. Baxter Duke and
his wife, this institution has developed
a community center which direct sev-
eral programs, among them what is
known as the Toy Loan Program,
which allows children of every race
in the community to enjoy the pleas-
ure of toys that are loaned to them
upon application. Another feature is
the Gym Program, which fosters a
champion basket ball team. The cele-
bration Sunday of the seventh anni-
versary of the church was begun when
two hundred and fifty sat down at a
sumptuous dinner prepared by the
church officials. It consisted of ten-
derized ham, broccoli, hot rolls, a
vegetable salad, coffee and apple pie
for dessert. Mrs. Deloras Ennis, who
had charge of the affair, introduced
Dr. A. Thomas King as Master of
Ceremonies, and with a long list of
speakers he was finally able to get
them all to the floor and induce each
one to shorten his speech to at least
three minutes. The most prominent
speakers among them were Dr. Clif-
ford A. Cole, Rev. George Tinsley, Dr.
Cleveland Kleihauer, Rev. M. Fred-
rick Mitchell, Rev. Ira L. Ketcham,
Rev. Walter Bryant, Mr. George F.
Elliott, Mrs. Harry Wellington, D. C.
Mitchell, Mr. Herod Ward gave the
story of Avalon, Its Program and
Achievements. Rev. Duke was intro-
duced as the last speaker on the pro-
gram and gave thanks for the many
good returns that had rebounded to
the church from its community pro-
gram .. Dr. King, acting as Master
of Ceremonies, named the several
members of his board that had been
consistent in the program of upbuild-
ing the church, therefore encouraging
and increasing the support of the
membership in general. The members
of the several boards and auxiliaries
of the church participated in the burn-
ing of the mortgage by each taking a
s~rip of the paper, lighting it and
throwing it into the crucible, an im-
posing ceremony. The evening's enter-

tainment closed with the entiie audi-
ence forming a circle around the wall
with a lighted candle provided by the
officers and in turn filing out of the
door "Carrying of the Light of Jesus
to the world."

Mrs. Marjorie Giles, who directs
the choir, was responsible for the
splendid music with which we were
entertained. The Second Baptist
Boosters, a splendid group of harmon-
ized voices, gave several numbers at
the opening of the program and was
so well received that the manager
begged the audience to refrain from
encoring.

and employment in the insuran~ field,
Mr. Parks answered the call to the
ministry and wa·s ordained in 1936.
He has served the East Annie Street
Church at Fort Worth and the East
Sixth Street Church of Oklahoma
City, as well as the Boll Street Church
of Dallas, from which place he is
called now. He is succeeding Mr. R.
H. Peoples, who resigned some weeks
ago to become pastor of the Second
Christian Church, Indianapolis, Ind.

Report to the Brotherhood
We have been on the job since Janu-

ary 1st. Our path has taken us to
Little Rock, Ark., where we found a
good congregation sorely in need of
a good pastor; then to New York City
to attend the American Home Missio~
Council meeting and to Brooklyn to
witness the dedication of the Stuvey-
sant 'Heights Christian Church of
which the Rev. R; E. Hancock, Sr., is
pastor. While in New York we lived
in the home of Rev. and Mrs. Hancock
and we have nothing but praise for
them and the splendid job they are
doing in Brooklyn.

From there we journeyed to Balti-
more and spent a very enjoyable night
in the home of Rev. W. H. Taylor,
President of the National Convention.
Rev. and Mrs. Taylor really make a
fellow feel at home, and the courtesies
extended by them are more than re-
freshing to any Christian minister.
While in Baltimore we also contacted
Rev. and Mrs. C. L. Whitfield. They
too gave of their best that our stay in
the city might always be a pleasant
memory. We visited a Girl Scout
meeting held in the church under the
direction of Mrs. Whitfield and at
night had fellowship with Mt. Olive
Church members in their mid-week
prayer service.

Our next point of contact was
Washington, D. C. There we spent
the night in the home of Rev. and
Mrs. J. F. Whitfield. Rev. J. F. Whit-
field is the pastor of our church in
the National Capitol. We had a very
pleasant evening.· Rev. and Mrs.
Whitfield are truly pleasant people
to meet and no one of brotherly in-
terest can regret spending an evening
in their home.

Our next point of contact was Nash-
ville, Tenn., where Prof. Mer! R. Epps
and wife and their little daughter,
Henrietta, did more than their share
that we might have courage to brave
the snow and ice which blanketed that
city during .our short stay there. On
Sunday we preached at Lee Ave.
Christian Church.

Mr. C. L. Parks Called
As National Secretary

Mr. C. L. Parks has been called
from the pastorate of the Boll Street
Christian Church of Dallas, Texas, to
be national secretary of Negro
churches in the United States, under
the home missions division of the
United Christian Missionary Society.
He will make his headquarters in
Nashville, TEmn.

In this position, Mr. Parks will visit
the Negro Christian churches, advis-
ing them on their work and helping
and encouraging them in every way
possible. His experience, both in the
pastorate and in other lines of work,
have given him a background of
knowledge which should be of value
to the churches.

Mr. Parks is a graduate of Sardis
Normal and Industrial School, Sardis,
Mississippi, and of Morehouse College,
Atlanta, Georgia. He also studied at
Carnegie Technical School, Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania. After teaching
for three years in the Booker T.
Washington High School of Atlanta,
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It is now the 18th of January, and
we were called .to Indianapolis for
counciling. This trip added to it our
share of inspiration as well as sense
of responsibility. We sat in on the
meeting of the Committee on War
Service and attended the meeting of
the Trustees. As we sat through these
meetings it was a joy to observe that
they all were human beings, intensely
interested in the uplift of their fel-
lowmen, all men. The clouds of con-
fusion were not permitted to inter-
fere with normal procedure.

Rev. and Mrs. Peoples, in whose
home we staid while in Indianapolis,
were more than nice; their attitude
was grand. If they left anything
undone to make our stay a pleasant
one we were unable to discover it. On
Sunday we worshipped at the Second
Christian Church, of which Rev.
Peoples is pastor. Rev. E. J. Dickson,
Bible Instructor of Jarvis Christian
College, was the speaker. Much credit
is due Rev. Dickson for his thorough
grasp of the needs of a world in
trouble and the recommendations set
forth in his message were truly the
way of Christ.

On the evening of the 26th of Janu-
ary we left Indianapolis for Dallas,
Texas, and home. On Sunday, 30th
of January, we preached at Boll Street
Christian Church and it seemed that
we all were happy to be together
again. I must always be grateful to
these good people for their open-
mindedness and willingness to follow
leadership.

We visited Paris, Texas, on the 3rd
of February, where Rev. H. G. Smith
is pastoring and was glad to see ,him,
even though a busy principal of the
high school ,at Roxton, Texas, finding
time to serve well two congregations,
Paris, Texas, and Center Point, Texas.
During the last year Rev. Smith in-
fluenced 76 soldiers to take refuge
under the banner of Christ. He has
a program in his churches which
serves the needs of the day in which
we live. He learned well the hymn,
"To serve the present age, my calling
to fulfill 0 may it all my power en-
gage, to do my Master's will."

February 6th found us in San An-
tonio, Texas. Rev. T. S. Lyons as
pastor of East Crockett Christian
Church is doing a fine job. This is
not his report but is the report of
interested people in the community
and of what our own eyes have beheld.
Mrs. Lyons has such a helpful attitude
toward the work there until nothing
short of a miracle can keep them from
succeeding.

We returned to Dallas on the 8th
and made ready to depart for our new
home, Nashville, Tenn. We stopped
in Little Rock, Ark., and preached at
Cross St. Christian Church on Sunday
13th, and on the 15th landed in
Nashville. After being there for four
days we left for Covington, Ky., to
visit with Rev. L. L. Dickerson, presi-
dent of Kentucky State Christian Mis-
sionary Convention, Secretary of the
National Convention of the Disciples
of Christ and pastor of our Covington
Church. Rev. Dickerson's vision of
service is certainly one to be proud
of. He is acclaimed, not only by mem-
bers of our church there as a strong
force for good, but also by the worth-
while people of Covington. While
there we attended a meeting where
he was oarrying on as chairman of
the Red Cross drive for our people in
the Covington community. Rev. and
Mrs. Dickerson have become worth-
while fixtures in the Covington com-
munity and in their home a man of
God will find comfort and content-
ment.

As we journeyed to Lexington, Ky.,
we wondered what would we find Rev.
and Mrs. Saunders doing. It wasn't
a long trip, so we soon had the answer
to our query. They had their Fel-
lowship Dinner on the evening of our
arrival, and I am sure you are able to
see that they could not have been less
than busy. My brethren, when the
National Convention meets in Lexing-
ton you will find a beautifully dec-
orated church with life bulging even
from the walk, so to speak. Let every
minister in our brotherhood prepare to
come to Lexington and our National
Convention. Rev. and Mrs. Saunders
have wrought miracles there; come
and see for yourself.

Sunday morning, Feb. 27th, we
preached at Central Christian Church,
Louisville, where Rev. Raymond R.
Walton, serving as pastor, has com-
pletely electrified his people and much
good is bound to be done in 1944. The
fellowship was warm and a child of
God had only to respond to the pres-
ence of "His Spirit." Rev. W,alton
was too grand in entertaining us; he
is truly a master at the art. He has
many fine members who are responsive
to his' call and therefore gives him
assurance .of success.

Sunday night, Rev. F. T. Floyd,
veteran of many battles, enthus-
iastically presented us to the Third
Church congregation, of which he is
pastor. Again we felt the warmth of
friends. The people 'Were there and
we delivered our message and from

all outward appearance the message
was received. A great church, with
a sober leader, is never a terror to
good works.

Sermons preached: Boll St., Dallas,
additions none, contribution on ex-
pense, $10.00; Cross St., Little Rock,
additions 'three, contribution on ex-
pense, $10.00; Robin St., Covington,
additions none, contributions on ex-
pense, $6.00; Central, Louisville, addi-
tions none, contribution on expense,
$5.20; Third Church, Louisville, addi-
tions none, Contributions on expense,
$4.06; E. Crockett, San Antonio, addi-
tions one; Stuyvesant Hight, Brook-
lyn, additions one; Lee Ave, Nashville,
additions one.

Districts Three and Six
Youth Meet

By NANNIE BUTLER,Reporter
322 Marshall St., Paris, Ky.

The Joint Youth Meet of districts
three and six convened in Paris, Ky.,
March 24th to 26th. The general
theme of the meeting was, "Lift Christ
Nok." Attendance 132, registered
young people '52, leaders and adults
30, intermediates 34, children 3, vis-
itors from district two and four, mis-
sionary visitor, 1. Cities and towns
represented 13 or more, acting Direc-
tor, Mrs. Edith B"ristow of Louisville,
Kentucky.

This was the first Joint Youth Meet
of Districts 3 and 6 held in Central
Kentucky. It was a new experience
in this area, therefore, the two dis-
tricts joined in order to try to create
a greater enthusiasm in this worthy
project.

The aims of the meeting were: "To
seek a realization of Christ in our
own life, to find valid ways whereby
Christian Youth may lift Christ to
meet racial, social and economic in-
justices in our community and nation.
To acquire skills by which the up-
lifted Christ may be made visible and
appealing to all people, to learn to
speak fearlessly ag,ainst the evils of
today."

The group was entertained in a
most satisfactory way .. Among the
discussions' were the following: "How
does my fellowship see people of the
world? Finding my Direction, An Ad-
venture in Stewardship, Traveling
with Youth, and Children's Story
Hour."

The climax of the meeting was the
Consecration Service on Saturday
night, closing all services and ses-
sions with the Friendship Circle on
Paris Western High School campus
Sunday afternoon.
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NOTICEI

All news must be in by seventh of each
month.

1944 International Convention
To Be Held in Columbus, Ohio

Arrangements have been completed
to hold the next meeting of the Inter-
national Convention of Disciples of
Christ in Memorial Hall, Columbus,
Ohio, October 17-22, 1944.

At the Grand Rapids Convention in
1942 it was contemplated that the next
International Convention would be
held in Cleveland, Ohio, in May 1944,
but because of war activities in Cleve-
land involving hotel rooms, trans-
portation, etc., which do not obtain
in Columbus, decision has been
reached to hold the 1944 Convention
in Columbus, in which decision the
Cleveland brethren concur.

Our Columbus ministers, in extend-
ing an invitation for the 1944 Inter-
national Convention, see the import-
ance of an International Convention
being held this year and offer the hos-
pitality and facilities of the good city
of Columbus for a significant meeting
October 17-22.

.

prejudice and persecution wherever
they raise they ugly .heads.

But that is not enough. Behind every
major type of racial or religious con':
flict, there is genuine grounds of dis-
trust. These must be faced, and talked
and thought through, by those re-
solved to work together against in-
tolerance., There will be no whole-
hearted cooperation between Protest-
ants and Catholics so long as author-
itative spokesmen of one church seek
to deny to a minority of the other
faith in some lands the equalities
which they demand for themselves in
lands where they themselves are the
minority. There will be no secure
foundation for inter-faith comity
until these profound issues are met
and mastered.

Thus a two-fold task is proposed to
us-to struggle unitedly against the
fanatic expressions of bigotry and to
wrestle with each other over the
underlying sources of conflict.

$1.00
.75

A Double Task
By DR. HENRY P. VAN DUSEN, Ph.D.

Roosevelt Professor of Systematic
Theowgy

Union Theological Seminary,
New York City

In his striking historical survey,
"Many and Society," Pi'ofessor Sor-
okin piles up the evidence that, in any
time of crisis or catastrophe, both
individuals and groups either rise to
unprecedented heights of character
and heroism or sink to heretofore un-
touched depths.

Just that is happening all over the
world today.

There is no more vivid illustration
than in the relations of diverse racial
and religious groups. At the very
moment when the most barbarous pro-
gram in history attempts to extermi-
nate an entire people throughout a
continent, and its vicious virus
threatens to spread in virulent con-
tagion to this hemisphere, the leaders
of previously antagonistic religious
communions are drawing into closer
fellowship for common action than at
any date in Western history. This is
hapenning in Holland and Germany
and France and other Continental
countries where Catholics and Protest-
ants increasingly think and speak and
act together, and where a principal
united concel'n is protection of Jewish
citizens. The first obligation upon
champions of freedom from every
faith is to stand shoulder to shoulder
to scotch the d~mons of intolerance,

.75

.50

.10

To the Churches and Brethren
Everywhere---:-Greetings

It is very easy to give away your
liberty, but it is mighty hard to get
it back. '

The National Convention is your
organization; owned and operated by
you.

Our fathers organized the National
Convention and purchased its charter
so that their posterity might worship
God according to the dictates of the
New Testament. Your National Con-
vention gives you unlimited opportun-
ities and freedom to do Christian serv-
ice.

You have the sole say as to who is
to be your President and other of-
ficials.

You also have the sole say as to
where and for what purpose your
money is to be spent.

With these facts in mind won't you
help the National Convention to help
you and your congregation.

Send one ($1.00) dollar per mem-
ber to Dr. J. E. Walker, 234 Hernando
Street, Memphis, Tenn. Help your
Pastor and congregation join the One
Hundred Dollar Club.

Let's raise Ten Thousand Dollars in
the Church Department this conven-
tion year.

Your friend,
W. H. (Baltimore) TAYLOR.

March, April and May are National
Convention months .

Give with confidence.
Remove not the ancient land mark,

which thy fathers have set.-Proverbs
22:28.
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ACTIVITIES OF THE BROTHERHOOD
"Letter from
Sgt. James L. Killingsworth

Battery "A" 99th AAA Gun Bn.
Camp Stewart, Georgia.
17th March, 1944.

The Editor Christian Plea:
"A Disciple from Foreign Service."

Greetings to my fellow disciples
around the world. Recently I returned
to the U. S. A. after twenty months
of foreign duty. I have gone to
church several times when duty per-
mitted. I saw one great thing-that
was a living church. I'm glad that
your work has not been in vain. May
their work grow to a well-ripened
spiritual age.

May I call your attention to a short
message:

"The Two Ways of Life"
For narrow is the gate, and straight

is the way, that leadeth unto life, and
few are they that find it. (Matt. 7:
12.)

Our lives today are subjected to
many rapid changes, not only in an
emotional sense, but in a more tangible
sense. Today we may find something
to make our happiness seem supreme.
then before the day is gone we may
meet crushing defeat or disappoint-
ment. What shall we do when these
major crisis face us unaware?

There are two gates opened unto us
as we journey through life: The nar-
row and straight gate that leadeth
unto an abundant life; the other
which leadeth unto the broad gate
unto destruction, and many go there-
in. But, before we enter either gate,
let us consider these two factors-
faith and unbelief. Faith is the first
and most essential factor in a Chris-
tian's life-faith in God-faith in
Christ-faith in others-faith in your-
self and of all faith in life. There-
fore faith is the ke~ which if pos-
sessed by a Christian can open that
narrow gate that leadeth unto an
abundant life. Unbelief is the world's
mo;t ponular sin. Unbelief is the
key which if possessed by anyone can
open that broad gate that leadeth to
destruction. For narrow is' the gate,
straight is the way that leads unto
life and few are they that find it.

May we consider this fact, and
question ourselves. How may we fol-
low this narrow and straight path?
Why can't we go the open way and
accomplish the same purpose? The
answer: Jesus followed a straight and
narrow path; those who seek to be
like Him must do the same. The

wages of sin is death. God's gift is
an eternal life. The destiny of our
lives depends upon the way we choose.
Wisdom is wise judgment. Enter ye
in at the narrow gate.

Human nature seeks short cuts.
People mar beautiful lawns, shatter
homes, wreck powered cars, break
their health, and destroy nations in
seeking these short cuts. But, worst
of all is the loss of the soul through
short cuts .and sin; So whatever way
you choose, watch for signs along the
way of life. As a motorist watches at
every turn for the road marker, so
should we watch for signs of God
along the way. The highway of life
stretches before us and we must travel
it. The trail is not an easy one. This
journey each must travel, but you
do not have to travel it alone. Invite
Jesus as your personal guide. For
narrow is the gate and straight is the
way that leadeth unto an abundant
life.

In Memoriam
E. WINIFRED OWENS

231 W. Broadway, Winchester, Ky.
In memory of our deal' mother, Mrs.

Nannie Dupree, who departed this
life March 23, 1938.
o the joy of precious memories,

o the peace of love divine,
o the comfort that you brought us,

While we held thee, mother mine.

Canst forgive us for our weakness?
Canst believe we loved thee much?

Do'st thou understand our longings
For your cheering healing touch?

We're no longer children, mother,
Babies crying at your knee.

But we still were leaning, dearie,
Still depending much on thee.

In the distance where thou waitest,
In the vast eternity,

Send some word of cheer and comfort,
Help us keep in touch with thee.

Help us keep the faith thou taught us,
Walk the path that thou hast trod.

Bear with patience all our burdens,
Take our all, as thou, to God.

Night for us is fast approaching;
We, too, soon shall fall asleep

In the grave, as thou art sleeping
Knowing God our souls will keep.

True to thee, who toiled and suffered,
That we might in comfort live;

For your gentle spirit, mother,

Thanks and praise to God we give.
Our mother, a member of the Chris-

ti·an church for 74 years; a charter
member of the First Colored Christian
Church in Louisville, Ky.; a mother of
eight Christian children, two sons and
one grandson deacons of the church, a
son-in-law a Christian minister, all of
her family baptized into the church
of her faith.

Mississippi Boulevard
Christian Church
Annual Report
JANUARY I, 1943, TO DECEMBER 31, 19U

Income (For Current Expenses)
Balance from 1942 $ 187.55
January 334.86
February 290.10
March 305.18
April 832'.18
May 361. 04
June 270.12
July 279.30
August 321.26
September 285.96
October 342.93
November 306.29
December 367.80

$4,502.57

$4,502.57
Disbursements

Pastor's Salary $
. Secretary's Salary _

Janitor's Salary and SuppllelL _
n.fusic _

UnIfied Promotion, Inc. (Missionary
Quota and Gift to Emergency Mil-lion) 150.00

Utillties 151.51
Christian Plea (Subscriptlons)_____ 6.00
State and National Convention Fees 10.00
Evangelism 217.54
Church Mortgage 2,376.00
Repairs 67.25
Donation to National 'Convention___ 63.00
Negro Chamber of Commerce(PUblicity) 25.00
Graduation and Wedding Gifts_____ 23.78
Delegates to State and National

Convention (Transportation) 60.00
Mlscel1aneous 29.97

600.00
60.00

180.57
151.00

$4,171.62
Balance January 1, 1944___________ 330.95

$4,502.57
REPORT OF ALL DEPAR~IENTS

IncomeChurch $4,502.57
Bible School 367.33
Missionary Society 187.95
Christian Endeavor 49.87
HI-Tri Group 17.08
Sunshine Fund 134.89
Unified Youth Group 41.70

$5,301.39

$5,301.39
Disbursement'sChurch $4,171.62

Bible School 293.04
Missionary Society 134.92
Christian Endeavor 26.20
HI-Trl Group 10.50
Sunshine Fund 116.20
Unified Youth Group 38.43

$4,790.91
Net Balance January I, 1944-_____ 510.48

$5,301.39
MEMBER smp INCREASEDBy Baptism 9

From Other Communions 15
From Other Christian Churches 8

TOTAL _ 32
Loss by Death 0

DR. J. E. WALKER, Chm. Official Board
REV. BLAIR T. HUNT, Pastor
UTILULS R. PHILLIPS, Secretary
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The Least We Can Do
By WILLIAM AGAR

Executive Vice-Presicknt of Freedom
House, Inc.

There can no longer be any doubt
that we shall ultimately win a mili-
tary victory. But that can only be a
beginning. Peace can only come as
the reward for duties performed; for
responsibilities assumed and fulfilled.
Our fighters can gain us the oppor-
tunity. We must accept unreservedly
the tasks that opportunity will impose.

Nothing less will be good enough.
Men's souls are tried by conflict as
well as their bodies, and become tired.
The desire to relax and nostaglia for
what was before softens men's wills.
Yet we dare not look back. We dare
not relax. The old world we knew
bred war. And in the face of every
urge towards "normalcy" we must as-
sure our fighters a better America-
one aware at last of her responsibil-
ities abroad and more true to her
principles at home.

Victory for our enemy would doom
civilization for generations. It would
destroy the last barrier against bar-
barism and leave the rising flood of
savagery to sweep on unchecked until
its lusts consumed us all. But what
have we to offer to stem the onrush
of this evil tide? Victory at arms will
only check it momentarily unless we
can raise our life high above the level
of the thing we fight.

We possess an ideal sufficient to this
task. But we must live it. It's no
use preaching the right of all men to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness if we permit large numbers to
live in insecurity and squalor. If we
do not choose to frame economic and
social institutions which can overcome
this evil that part of our American
ideal will wither and die.

The proclamation that all men are
created equal means nothing in the
face of racial and religious proscrip-
tions. ,Discrimination because of race
or creed or color is a cancer eating
away the heart of America. It hurts
those subjected to it and it corrupts
those responsible for it-the majority.
Thus the so-called Jewish problem is
really a Christian problem, and the
Negro problem becomes a question of
how the white majority will behave.

If we fail to solve these things just-
ly a light will go out, a hope which we
fostered in the hearts of men will
turn to despair.

We fight to replace unrestricted
force by justice under law. But, if ra-
cialism and prejudice rule our minds;
if those to whom economic power
grants privilege turn a deaf ear to the

rights and needs of others, there is no
mark left which can distinguish victor
from vanquished.

Thus our duty at home is clear. Its
demands are inexorable. We shall
give a new birth to democracy by liv-
ing what we believe, or our ideal will
perish and we shall lose the war even
after victory. We owe it to our fight-
ing men that their sacrifice shall bear
fruit. It is the least we can do.

NOTICE

Christian Plea
Subscribers

*
THE

ORENE COLE
PRIZE

Will be given to the min-
ister who sends in the
most subscribers over
ten during the month of

June.

*
Get Going Now

WRITE PLEA OFFICE

DELINQUENT SUBSCRIBERS
YOUR "PLEA" WILL NOT BE
DELIVERED UNLESS YOU

PAY BEFORE JUNE.

stitute and the Y. M. C. A. of Vicks-
burg, marked the high points of this
period.

During Heart Sister and Big
Brother Week emphasis was made on
practicing brotherhood principles
among those living in our own com-
munity. It was the duty of the Heart
Sister or Big Brother to do little
deeds of kindness for her Heart Sister
or his Little Brother; the identity of
the Heart Sister of Big Brother is
supposed to be kept secret during the
week. On the last evening of the
week their identities were revealed at
a general fellowship and tea.

Despite a week of almost continuous
rain, the first Institute for Town and
Country Ministers was a success in
spirit, interest and attendance. The
Institute was held by the school in
cooperation with the National Home
Missions Council, which represents
some 25 different denominations, and
the church agencies of Mississippi.
President John Long, of S. C. 1., Mark
Dawber and Ralph A. Felton, of the
Home Missions Council, and W. K.
Fox, of the Department of Bible and
Religious Extension of S. C. 1., di-
rected the Institute. Thirty-two min-
isters attended, representing at least
sixty churches and communities, nine-
teen towns in southern Mississippi and
six denominations (Le., Episcopalian,
Presbyterian, Baptist, C. M. E., M. E.,
and Disciples of Christ). Twenty re-
ceived certificates of attendance for
staying over two-thirds of the week.
President Long, James A. Crain of the
Disciples of Christ, Department of
Social Welfare and Rural Work, Don-
ald Pielstick of the Home Missions
Council, and V. A. Edwards, Director
of Religious Extension at Fort Valley
College, comprised the core of the
faculty. Special lecturers from the
Agricultural Extension Service Office,
Jackson College and Alcorn College,
were on the program also.

Over 221 delegates came to the one-
day Eighth Educational District
Association Meeting of Teachers. The
program was characterized by ~ut-
standing performances by guest stu-
dent musical groups (including the
Jackson Trio of S. C. 1.),'stimulating
addresses and significant panel dis-
cussions on education in Mississippi
and its relationship to the current
world situation and the possible post-
war era.

The Community Improvement Asso-
ciation is gradually gathering mo-
mentum in, its program under the
tactiful leadership of Mrs. Charles
C. Mosley. At its major planning
conference last month it laid the

Echoes from Southern
Christian Institute

By MRS. R. M. Fox

The month of February was one
bristling with activity for all in the
community of Southern Christian In-
stitute. Heart Sister and Big Brother
Week (February 7-13); the first an-
nual Institute for Town and Country
Ministers (February 14-19); a major
planning meeting of the Community
Improvement Association (February
21) ; the gathering of the Eighth Edu-
cational District Association of Teach-
ers (February 26); a Patriotic
Punchette sponsored by the Sophomore
College Class with guest artists from
Alcorn (February 21); and two
games of basket ball between the
varsity of Southern Christian In-
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ground-work for a general community
clean-up to be climaxed during the
observance of Negro Health Week.

The Sophomore College Class, under
the sound supervision of the versatile
Mrs. Gertrude Jackson, presented a
charming affair in its Patriotic
Punchette of the twenty-seventh. The
delightful performance of Miss Willie
Grays, youthful 'soprano from Alcorn
College, gave the program real aes-
thetic value.

Coach James Ratten has been
spending considerable time trying to
sharpen S. C. L's sharp-shooters for
the coming basketball tournament. to
be held at Tougaloo College in March.
Their two encounters with the Vicks-
burg "Y" hardwood specialists in-
dicate that they are well on their
way. Although they came out on the
short end in both attempts, there is
every reason to believe that they will
be "on" when the big event rolls
around. Albert Lee, Oliver (Sharp)
Johnson and Henry Gentry are main-
stays counted on heavily by Coach
Ratten for the c'oming event.

Dean Charles C. Mosley has been in-
vited to the Alabama Youth Meet of
the Disciples of Christ as a resource
leader. His prime duty will be to
present the outlook of the Negro on
the current world picture and stand
by and give any needed information
during discussion. He will be ac-
companied by representative students
from Southern Christian Institute.
The meet is to be held in Birmingham,
Ala., March 31st.

Students With Uncle Sam
By JOHN LONG

The concern of the church in the
post-war world was evidenced by the
Drake Conference with the theme
"The Church and the New World
Mind." Thomas B'rooks and Hazel
Stamps accompanied me there to rep-
resent our school. Miss Stamps and
Mr. Brooks also attended the Chris-
tian Youth Fellowship planning con-
ference held in St. Louis a few days
prior to the Des Moines Conference.
Southern Christian was well repre-
sented at Drake. Our alumni who at-
tended were Miss Carnell a Jamison,
Rev. R. H. Peoples, Rev. R. H. Davis,
Rev. S. S. Myers, President P. C.
Washington, and Mr. Cleo Blackburn.
Mr. Blackburn was one of the prin-
cipal speakers, having as his topic
"The Church and World Peace."
There were a number of international-
ly famous speakers there who more
than proved why they are considered
great, but I am sure that it is not all

Hinds County Educational Federal
Credit Union. There were three panel
discussions relating the theme to the
school, to the P. T. A. <md home, and
to the church and other agencies. Our
Rev. Fox represented the' church in
this latter panel. Judge Luther Man-
ship represented the Juvenile Courts
of Jackson, and there were representa-
tives of the Girl Scouts', Boy Scouts,
Y. M. C. A., and Community Centers.
Parents and former teachers of a
number of our students were among
the delegates'. Dean Mosley and our
teachers and students really worked
hard to see that the visitors had every
comfort and convenience so it was not
surprising that they voted that they
were better entertained than ever
before in the history of the Confer-
ence. Mrs. Jackson and our music
students certainly added greatly to the
program by the special music which
they furnished.

Our Senior class made possible a
delightful program recently when they
presented Miss Willie Grays in a vocal
recital. You will remember Miss
Grays as one of our recent graduates
with a very sweet voice. She is now
a Home Economics major at Alcorn
College and has continued her vocal
training there. We were all greatly
pleased at the progress she has made.

Our basket ball team is giving a
good account of itself thus far. The
season is late and few games are
scheduled because of travel conditions

pre;iudice on my part in believing that
Mr. Blackburn's address was the most
creative and masterful of them all.
Two others of our group attended
much of the conference: Nimrod
Townsend, who graduates from Drake
University this year; and Rev. Jesse
Hawkins, who is pastor of our Des
Moines Church while attending Drake.
To me the most delightful experience
of the whole trip was the night when
our SCI group was entertained in the
Hawkin's home. Mrs. Hawkins is a
most charming person, and their little
David just about the sweetest baby
you ever saw. The ears of you all
must have burned for we discussed
you and the many rich experiences we
have had together at Southern Chris-
tian.

Another recent high point was the
Institute for Town and Country Min-
isters held on, our campus. Forty
ministers from five denominations
were present during the week. It was
sponsored jointly by the Home Mis-
sions Council and our school. 'In addi-
tion to Mr. Fox, Mr. Jacobs and me,
the faculty consisted of Mr. Don Piel-
stick of Chicago, Rev. V. A. Edwards
of Fort Valley State College in
Georgia, and Dr. James A. Crain of
Indianapolis. We were greatly as-
sisted during the week by representa-
tives from Alcorn College, Jackson
College, the County and State Depart-
ments of Health, Agriculture, and
Education, the Boy Scouts,' and the
4-H Clubs. The program was con- 1---,----------------
cerned not only with helps on Hiblical
interpretation, sermon preparation,
church management, and the like; but
sought to enlist the cooperation of
every community organization and
agency for the improvement and en-
richment of the impoverished land and
people of our area. From the en-
thusiasm with which this first Insti-
tute was received it seems certain
that ,next year the attendance will be
more than doubled.

The really big event on the campus
was the meeting last week of the An-
nual Conference of Teachers of our
District. Teachers from six counties
attended. There were over 250 reg-
istered delegates and a great many
more who did not register. You can
know that the dining room was really
kept busy when they fed all of our
regular overflow crowd and then in
thirty minutes gave a free dinner to
all these visitors. And it was a real
dinner, too. We killed the fatted calf
for the occasion. The theme of the
Conference was "Victory Thru Edu-
cation." The principal address was
by Mr. R. T. Turner, President of our

BIBL~ SCHOOL
LESSONS

THAT AR~

True to the Bible

BOTH Standard's Closely Graded and
International Uniform series of les-

son helps are Christ· centered and true to
the Bible. They are used in thousands
of Christian Church Bible schools where
leaders believe in the inspiration of God's
Word.

WEEKLY STORY PAP~RS
That also promote Daily Bible Reading
and Study among your boys and ,girls.

Free samples and information mailed on
request. Send your name, address and
name of Bible school to
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and some of them are postponed
because of wet weather on our out-
door court. When Alcorn came it
rained, but they carried our team to
Vicksburg in their bus so that we
could play on the "Y" court. Because
of this kindness our fellows were easy
on them and only beat them 42-26. A
few days later we played them on
their campus and the score was 52-41
in our favor. Tougaloo and Utica In-
stitute are the only other schools to
play on our campus. We won from
Tougaloo 26-21 while the score with
Utica was 45-8. Yes, that "8" is cor-
rect, and we had the bid end of the
score, too. The influence of Coach
Ratten is beginning to be felt on QUI'
younger fellows.

Mr. Jacobs and Mr. Thomas also
gave a good account of themselves
and the farm recently· in the Eighth
Annual Livestock Exposition at Ed-
wards. Against real competition in
several classes we won a First, Second,
and Third place for sheep; and a Sec-
ond, Fourth, and Fifth for cattle.
Those of you who used to work on the
farm would be greatly pleased with
the improvement both in quality and
in quantity of our livestock.

A number of you have been able to
visit us recently and we were happy
to see you and to see evidence of your
getting along so well. The chevrons
and other insignia and the reports of
promotions show that you are doing
well wherever you are. Sometime ago
I talked with a Selective Service of-
ficial who said that she confessed with
shame that she, ·had been rather op-
posed to Negro education until she
had opportunity to deal with so many
of our students and your records.
The impressions which you made in
contrast to those made by the hun-
dreds whom she dealt with who had
not had the advantages of Southern
Christian, convinced her that our

••'
Ushers' Badges, Arm Bands.
Fine Choirgown, $3.75. Cata-
log samples on request. Also
church furniture. State needs
and name of church.
DeMoulin Bros. & Co., 1131S.
4th St., Greenville, Illinois.

Rush Church News to
Plea Now

Delinquent Subscribers:
Your "Plea" will riot be deliv-

ered unless you pay before June.

school was doing more to improve this number of such missionaries in the
area than all the other agencies com- days ahead. Wherever you go; what-
bined. You thus are proving yOUl'- ever you do; always live up to the
selves real missionaries for the cause motto of Southern Christian: "Make
of better race relations. Keep it up! the most of your best for the sake of
We are going to need an increasing others!"

The

PENSION FUND
BENEFITS
Paid to beneficiaries

in twelve years
$1,737,451.71

Paid in 1942-
$254,203.23!

For Retirement Pen-
sions, Disability Pen-
sions, Cash Death
Benefits and Widow's

Pensions

ASSETS
Are now nearly
$4,000,000.00

Each participating
church and minister*
is a shareholder in

this Fund!
All ministers or their
survivors eventually
need THE

PENSIONFUND
800 Test Building
INDIANAPOLIS,

4, INDIANA
*Participating churches pay monthly dues equal to 8% of the Pastor's salary (if free parsonage is
provided, add 15% to salary before computing dues). Ministers pay 2~% of salary (with
same parsonage provision).

KNOW THE TRUTH ABOUT THE NEGRO
. Introductory membership offer order
Eppse: The Negro, Too, in American History

582 pages-Illustrated
1943 Revised and Enlarged $3.00

Eppse: A Guide to the Study of the Negro in American His16ry
124pages-600 References

1943 Revised and Enlarged $2.00
MEMBERS GET BOTH BOOKS FOR $3.50

SEND YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND $3.50 NOW
NEGRO BOOK CLUB

P. O. Box 445 Nashville, 2, Tennessee
Orders may he sent C.O.D. plus fees

JOIN

Negro Book Club
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Convention Dates for Negro Disciples
1. Alabama-G. Frank Lewis, 608 Thurman, Montgomery.

Dates: October.

2. Arkansas-R. F. Hayes, 1111 Jones Street, Little Rock.
Dates: August 2-6 or August 9-13.

3. Kansas-W. S. Simms, 1325 New York, Lawrence.
Dates: June 29-July 2.

4. Kentucky-L. L. Dickerson, 59 Jacob Price Homes, Covington.
Dates: July 18-23-Georgtown, Ky.

5. Mississippi-I. C. Franklin (Member of State Board», Port Gibson or
Dr. J. E. Walker (Treasurer), Universal Life Ins., Memphis, Tenn.

Dates: August 17-20-S. C. I., Edwards, Miss.

6. Missouri-S. S. Myers, 2400 Paseo; Kansas City.
Dates: July 26-30 or August 2-6.

7. Ohio--F. T. Barnett, 9415 Quincy, Cleveland.
Dates: July 26-30.

8. Oklahoma-R. L. Sercy, 1129 N. E. Sixth Street, Oklahoma City.
Dates:August 10-13.

9. Piedmont District-M. L. Lambert, Riedville, North Carolina.
(Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina.)

Dates: August 9-13.
10. South Carolina-R. H. Boyd, P. O. Box 115, Ellenton.

Dates: October.
11. Tennessee~Gay Street Christian Church, Nashville, Tenn.

Dates: July 20-23. Elder.
12. Texas-I. Q. Hurdle, 1416 East 12th Street, Austin.

Dates: August 9-IS.
13. National Christian Missionary Convention-W. H. Taylor, President,

1702 Madison Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland.
Date: Augusq 22-27-Lexington, Kentucky.
REV. R. L. SAUNDERS, 224 E 2nd St., Pastor Second Christian Church.
REV. L. L. DICKERSON, Sec'y 59 J. C. Price Home, Covington, Ky.

NEGRO YOUTH CONFERENCES
Write--Carnella L. Jamison, Missions Bldg., Indianapolis

Pioneer Camp
Central, Frankfort, Ky.

Young People's Conferences
Midwest, Bonner Springs, Kansas

Central, Frankfort, Ky.
Piedmont, Martinsville, Va.

Mississippi, S. C. I., Edwards, Miss.

7, Indiana.

July 9-15 June 13-19
Aug. 7-13

June 18-25
July 9-15
Aug. 13-19
Sept. 4-10 June 25-29

BACK THE ATTACK-Go to the National Convention,
Lexington, Ky., Aug. 22-27-SUPPORT TAYLOR.

ELDER W. H. TAYLOR

Proclamation!
I, William Henry (Baltimore)

Taylor, president of the National Con-
vention of the Christian Church or
Disciples of Christ, Inc., call upon
every congregation of Christians and
individual Christians to observe Lord's
Day, May 28th, which is Pentecost;
the day on which the Christian Church
was established, as a Day of Prayer.

Prayer for those of the Interna-
tional Convention and for those of the
United Christian Missionary Society
of Disciples of Christ who are re-
sponsible for the policy of Jim Crow-
ism and discrimination towards us,
simply because God made us colored
and we had nothing to say about it.

I, also, ,urge you to pray for those
among us who advocate and practise
the evilness of open membership
which is contrary to the teaching of
the New Testament and has caus'ed
divisions among our (white) brethren.
Pray that they will "contend for the
faith which was once delivered to the
saints."

Signed: on this the twenty-third
day after Easter and twenty seven
days before Pentecost nineteen hun-
dred and forty-four.

WIlliam Henry (Baltimore) Taylor, Pre ••
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"For Humanity"
I was raised on the farm. How

well I remember carrying a basket
of 100 ears of corn to feed 16 hogs,
making 6 ears plus per hog. But the gun to show the results of training
minute the corn was on the ground, in connection with the beginning of
one big "practical," "efficient" shoat her activity at the· Center. Chairs
grabbed the three biggest ears he and other equipment are being bright-
could see (all he could hold), and ened up and provision made for group
streaked it up the hill like his life meetings throughout the week and
were at stake. Silly trick! But worse the general lifting of the character of

work among little children and girls.still, another "enterprising" hog took
out after him, turning his back on The Boys~ Worker, who is a student
the abundance on the ground, and all in U.S.C., gives particular attention
the while squealing (no telling what to the athletic and group meetings
he was saying) at the top of his of older boys. The Community Cen-
voice. And while the quiet, content- ter hopes to have' Cleo Blackburn of

Flanner House, Indianapolis, giveed, "little pigs" ate about 7 ears each,
some time in the summer to a surveythose who chased all up over the hills.
of enterprises that might be usefullyThe front one would stop and begin

to eat. Then his pursuer would rush entered into by the Center. George
Elliott, the Director, is making vitalhim, he would grab up the ears and . .

. contacts m the commumty. We trust
flee, whIle the other one cleaned up h h '11 t f t th t 't

1 d ,our c urc es WI no orge a 1
the shel e corn. Then a repeat per-. '11 bit 1 f th. . . IS stI a so u e y necessary or em
formance, untIl both pIgS were tired t d . d th k f th C t

• 0 un ergir e wor 0 e en er
out, hoarse from squealmg at each b " ff' M' D'h . y mISSIOnary 0 ermgs. ISS alsy
ot er, nervous from stram . . . and J T t' t t' . t

une rou IS a presen gIvmg par -
all for three ears of corn between t' t tt f . 1 . t. Ime 0 rna ers 0 speCIa Impor ance
the two of them. As I watched them . t' 'th th k U'fi d. " . m connec IOn WI e wor .- n~ er saId, The trouble WIth you fellows I f M 1944. t l' n ormer, ay, .IS you ac so much Ike some people."

"Thou shalt not covet thy neigh-
bor's .•. " This commandment given
3000 years ago could save the happi-
ness, usefulness and sanity of millions
of people who now are nervous, worn
out and hungry in body and spirit
from chasing each other all over the
hilltops of the world, while an abun-
dance of the "gifts" of God lie un-
touched in the valley of trust and
obedience. It isn't money, a big car,
or a "mansion on the hill" that you
really want. You want happinesS',
contentment, the ability to live in
service, to be free from fear in the
daytime, and at night be able to reach
up into the dark before going to
sleep and say, "Father, today we
worked together, we did some real
good and helped make this world a
better p I ace." ~ THE BROAD
STREET CHRISTIAN, Columbus,
Ohio, Floyd Faust, editor. - The
Christian Evangelist, June 7.

California Church
Has Girls' Worker

The Avalon Community Center has
been able to get hold of a full-time
Girls' Worker in the person of Miss
Earlene Wright, of Kansas City, Mis-
souri. Miss Wright will give her at-
tention to the younger boys' and to
the girls' work. Already she has be-

Rush Church News to
"Plea" Now.

Dean Frederick D. Kershner
Answers Correctly

The Christian Evangelist
The Optimist's Creed

One of the best illustration of plain
ballyhoo which we have observed in
many moons came in over the ether
a short time ago. The speaker,
among other gems of wisdom, threw
out the following:

"Promising yourself that you will
let nothing disturb your peace of
mind."

Imagine Abraham Lincoln saying
that or Savonarola or Saul of Tarsus
or any of the martyrs! People who
do not allow their peace of mind to
be disturbed by the sins and sorrows
of humanity aren't worth much on
this topsy-turvy planet in its present
stage of development. Serrnity of
spirit is desirable, but it is not achiev-
ed by disregard for the sufferings and
misfortunes of others. The true op-
timism does not arrive after this
fashion. It comes as a result of our
doing everything in our power to re-
lieve the misery of humanity rather
than by steeling ourselves against the
)lnpleasant facts which surround us.

Duke Starts Church Paper
Baxter C. Duke has begun the pub-

lishing of a church and neighborhood
paper called "Good News." We have
received the first two issues and have
been impressed with the material con-
tained therein and the general setup
of the paper itseuf. We believe it
is a valuable asset to the church life
of Avalon.

Cleo Blackburn Speaks
Inter-racial Institute

An Inter-racial Institute for Great-
er Kansas City was held during mid-
April with representation. from six
racial groups and accent upon the
problems of the Negro in the United
States. Sessions were held in three
churches, in the Grand Avenue Meth-
odist Temple and First Christian
Church in Missouri, and in Central
Christian Church in Kansas. Cleo W.
Blackburn, of Flanner House in In-
dianapolis, delivered two brilliant ad-
dresses. He said, "Whether or not we
are to have a third world war is be-
ing decided now. In the realm of
race relations is where the danger
lies. Our world must become a world
either of freedom and friendship or
of increasing slavery."-The Christian
Evangelist.

If "Peace Begins at Home"-
Courtesy is the First Step

JOHN LONG

They were all churchmen-two min-
isters, a teacher, a doctor, and a law-
yer. In the panel discussion they
were concerned about the improve-
ment of community life. Chiefly, they
were concerned with the church and
its contribution. They had much to
say about the "Christian-Way," about
"loving your neighbors," about "re-
spect for every human personality."
They said some good things which
inspired the large audience to want
to act-that is, the white majority
of the audience.

The effect on the Negro minority
present was different. They heard
these professing Christians use such
terms as "nigger," "darky," and
"pickaninny." One of the preachers
tried to compromise by saying "nig-
grah," but that was just as bad. Be-
sides, he as first speaker told a
"darky" story; which "reminded" the
others in their turn. If the "jokes"
had been truly typical and had had
some point to them it might have
been a little different. But all Ne-
groes are not superstitious, nor afraid,
,nor do they all use big words with-
out knowing the meaning. And there
is just a bare possibility that a few



April, 1944 THE CHRISTIAN PLEA 3

people of other races possess the
same weaknesses. So these Negroes
went away from the meeting still
more firmly convinced that the most
characteristic trait of white people is
hypocrisy.

My thesis is that both sides were
wrong. These church leaders were
not really hypocrites. They just did
not know how deeply they were hurt-
ing their Negro friends by use of
such terms of disrespect. They had
not stopped to think that such terms
are disrespectful. I honestly believe
that the great majority of church peo-
ple who use such terms and tell such
jokes do not do so deliberately to
cut to the very soul of other racial
and national groups. When they say
"nigger," or "darky," or "dago," or
"Jap," or 'Chink," or "greaser," or
the like, they are merely doing what
the fictional characters in their so-
called jokes are doing-using words
of which they do not know the mean-
ing. They merely show their igno-
rance. But ignorance is never an ex-
cus'e. Their thoughtless talk still
hurts.

To be sure, there are some white
people, prejudiced of mind and mean
of soul, who say and do things which
hurt minority people in order "to keep
them in their place"-which always
means a place of degrading inferi-
ority socially, economically, and every
other way. But surely they are not
really within the church. I would
rather believe that the great majority
of church people who are guilty of
such sins against the soul of others
do so because they do not know any
better.

It is unfortunate that we must use
any designating terms at all. Our
similarities are far greater than our
differences. There really is no dif-
ference striking enough to call a
"characteristic" of any minority
group among us. We are all Am-
ericans. Many Negro Americans are
from families that have been here
much longer than most f ours have.
Adventurers with Columbus and De
Soto and explorers in their own right,
many of them were among the earlier
settlers of our country. Theirs was
the first blood spilled for American
freedom when Crispus Attucks fell
on Boston Common. In every pos-
sible way ~hey have demonstrated
their right to be called Americans.
Why then must we always designate
them as something other than Ameri-
cans?

By all means capitalize the word

Negro when it is used. The term
should be spelled with a capital letter
in the same way as ·Caucasian and
Mongolian. Some publishers of news-
papers and magazines and books who
would be greatly embarrassed and
would fire the proofreader for habitu-
ally making other mistakes of spell-
ing will consistently make this gross
error. Some of them do it deliberate-
ly in order not to appear to place
Negroes on an equality with Cauca-
sians. Others do it through igno-
rance.

These things seem small. Perhaps
that is why they are so dangerous
and insidious. They certainly offer
a point at which we can begin our
efforts to promote better relations
and understanding among our races
and nationalities. We may not think
that we are able to do anything about
removing the great economic and
social and political barriers which are
so destructive of personality and
blight us all, but certainly you can
learn to spell correctly and can learn
not to use offensive terms and not to
tell derogatory jokes.

In these days when we talk so
much about saving our democracy, we
should know that we cannot have a
first-rate democracy while we treat
so many of our people as third-rate
citizens.-Front Rank, June.

NegliO Churches
Must Participate

New York, N. Y.-A warning that
the churches, through their coopera-
tive agencies, must see to it that they
have a voice in cemmunity post-war
planning committees', was sounded in
an editorial appearing in the current
issue of the Federal Council Bulletin.

Noting "much disturbing evidence
that in many communities the
churches are not being included on
such committees," the editorial puts
the responsibility for ·seeing that they
are not overlooked directly upon the
churches themselves. "In many com-
munities," it continued, "it may clear-
ly be their responsibility to take the
initiative in forming and guiding an
over-all Community Planning Com-
mittee.

Pointing out that thousands of
servicemen are already being returned
to civilian life and that increasing
numbers of defense workers are re-
turning to their homes or moving to
new communities, the editorial em-
phasizes the fact that "the time to
plan is already upon us."

One of the great social dangers in
connection with this growing and
urgent sense of need for planning,
asserted the editorial, is a "frustrat-
ing confusion born of unrelated and
uncoordinated planning."

"In a number of our American com-
munities this danger has been recog-
nized and statesmanlike attempts have
been made to avoid it by the estab-
lishment of overall planning com-
mittees or councils.

"In all this process the churches of
our communities have a great stake.
They, too, as always, are profoundly
concerned about what happens to men
and women individually and collec-
tively."

NOTICE

Christian Plea
Subscribers

*THE
ORENE COLE

PRIZE
Will be given to the min-
ister who sends in the
most subscribers over
ten during the month of

June.

BIBL(: SCI-IOOL

LESSONS
THAT ARE

True to the Bible

BOTH Standard's Closely Graded and
International Uniform series of les-

son helps are Christ-centered and true to
the Bible. They are used in thousands
of Christian Church Bible schools where
leaders believe in the inspiration of God's
Word.

WEEKLY STORY PAPERS
That also promote Daily Bible Reading
and Study among your boys and girls.

Free samplesand informationmailedon
request. Send your name, address and
name of Bible schoolto


