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Page Four

Christian Plea
93 North Ohio Avenue

Columbus, Ohio
Dear Editor:
I lament, beyond words, that

sinister and undemocratic methods
were used by some of our National
Officiary to keep the Convention
from coming to Los Angeles; thus
over-riding the will of the people.
There were only about a dozen of
people in our four churches in Los
Angeles, who were contrary to the
plan~ of the leadership to entertain
the Convention. The dozen only
became rebellious, when our Na-
tional Executive Secretary visited
Los Angeles. Before that time we
were a unit.

It is too bad that our National
Field Workers will come into a
community and find pastors of our
churches recognized and appl'eciat-
ed by the leadership of the com-
munity and bring about an inhar-
monious relationship. Our churches
were a unit in the work of the en-
tertainment  of our Convention.
The writer was given the go signal
to collect letters of invitation-and
go to the National at Detroit and
be the spokesman.

We return from the Detroit Con_great

vention jubilant and full of en-
thusiasm to give our beloved dele_
gates a satisfactory entertainment.
Rumor has it that the disunited
of our Los Angeles Brotherhood,

as the result of the executive Sec-
retary visited, was suggested and
hatched up at the Detroit Conven-
tion.

To date, we spent considerable
money and time in the capacity of
my local duties, and the National
Transportation ~ Agency. We have
the commitment of the Santa Fe
R. R. Company, the S. P.'and the
Rock Island of about three thou-
sand dollars ($3000.00) worth of
passes. We had prospects of rais-
ing cash, ($3000.00), from out-
side sources in Los Angeles. We
had agreed to feed and house the
delegates for eight days. We had

planned to meet our dele?_ates at
the Union Station in the finest of

cars. We had secured a most beau-
tiful school with adequate audi-
torium, committee rooms, Kkitchen

and dining-room, etc.

Our delegates would have had
the best entertainment in the his-
tory of our National gathering.
But, only because of a few selfish
~ational Officers, our fine Chris-
ban women, men, and the youth
will be deprived of this hospitality.

The writer received a letter from
the Executive Secretary, Dr. Em-
mett Dixon, requesting me to pro-
ceed with the duties of my office
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THE CHRISTIAN PLEA

as National Chairman, Transporta-
tion Agency, to insure a large dele-
gation at the Southern Christian
Institute, Edwards, Mississippi.

Under the circumstances, and on
account of the change of place of
the National Convention, it would
be too much of a hardship for me
to revamp my brief of preparation,
since | have already worked faith-
fully in the line of the information
above. regarding the office of
Transportation Agency. | wish,
therefore, to resign from said of-
fice. | wish to further advise that
I will be glad to turn over to the
proper official, all of my corres_
pondence from the respective Rail-
way Companies. | wish to further
advise, | will be unable to attend
the National Convention, nor do |
deem it necessary to attend the
Board in May, because, it appears
to me that the work of the Board is
all cut and dried, especially that
part that has to do with approving
the unanimous vote of the Detroit
Convention to come to Los An-
geles.

I have been selected Chairman
of the Welcome and Transporta-
tion Committee to entertain the
National Convention of the
N.A.A.C.P. Great plans are being
made for the HOME-COMING of
the Hon. Ralph J. Bunche, who will
be awarded the Spingarn Medal at
the Hollywood Bowl, July 17.

After the performance of heavy
responsibility that will be entail-
ed in the work of entertaining the
N.A.A.C.P., we will take
a brief vacation and return in time
to lend a helping hand to many
members of our Brotherhood, who
expect to come to the Pacific Coast
this summer.

We pray God's Blessing upon the
Board and the Convention. | am

Fraternally  yours,
M. Frederick Mitchell
Pastor

National Director Of
Evangelism

My Friends and Fellow-laborers:
On April 1, | officially assumed
my new duties as National
tor of Church Development and
Evangelism. | accept this new
calling with several marked appre-

| hensions.

In the first place, | acknowledge
the ponderous nature of my re-
sponsibility to maintain the high
standards established by Brother
C. L. Parks during his several
years of capable service. It is my
hope and prayer that | shall not be
wanting in strength and ability to

Direc--
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hold the gains whereunto we have
achieved with him.

Secondly, | am apprehensive of
the increasing difficulty of making
strides in my job because of enor-
mous lack of "men for the minis_

try." A church will have its prob-
lems and its upsets assuredly, but
they only strengthen if t hat

church has a strong and consecrat-
ed minister.  Unless we are able to
harvest a crop of ministers of the
Gospel of Christ, IN THIS SEA-
SON, we may find ourselves try-
ing to save the dying embers of

a restless flame that was the
church, in the "more convenient
season." No, | am not afraid the

church will die. It will not die.
But | am afraid it may become as
the salt that has lost its saving
power, "good for nothing."  Cer-
tainly there is no more timely
quest than that God will bring
more laborers into the vineyard.

My third apprehension is that |
shall require too long to loose the
tie that binds me to the pastorate.
After ten years of hearing belov-
ed members of the flock refer to
me affectionately as "my pastor." ;
of sharing in the most intimate ex-
periences of family and homelife;
of giving to the limit of my ability
for the nurture and development
of the, loving children of the
church; of taking part, as the peo-
ple's proxy, in those activities
which make for a more Christian
comn,:J.tmity;after ten years of that
in a row, one may require a while
to "re-tool."  With the eager as-
sistance of our staff here in the
office, and with the moral support
of our Board of Trustees and you
the true "“field-workers," I feel
confident that the re-tooling pro-'
cess will neither take too long nor
be too painful.

I'll see you as soon as | can.

Yours very sincerely,

Charles H. Webb,

National Director

Church  Development

and Evangelism
CHW:mec

JARVI'S COLLEGE
(Continued from Page One)

Religious Department has a new
instructor, Elder Bingham, from
Washington, D. C. He attended
the Howard University Seminary
School, and was an all around "A"
student while there.  His intelli-
gence speaks for itself as well as
his spiritual  qualities. We are
proud and fortunate to have him,
and' we hope others will join us
in our religious movement here.
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1st Christian Church

COHCOF,d N . C

Mr. and Mrs. V. B. Byers at-
tended a program Sunday at Liv-
ingston College, Salisbury, N. C.,
given by the Upil Chapter of the
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. Their
older son, V. B. Byers, Jr., is a
member of this chapter. The prin-
cipal speaker was Mr. J. A. Tar-
play, Supervising Principal of the
city schools of Greensboro, N. C.

On the seyond Sunday in March,
the pastor, choir and congregation
of the 1st Christian Church motor-
ed to Bodin and rendered service
at the Shiloh Baptist Church there.
On the third Sunday there was a
Singing Convention at the church.
Music was rendered by the 1st
Baptist Senior and Jubilee choirs,
respectively, the Beulah Baptist
Choir, the children of the Rock Hill
School, of which Mrs. Byers is a
teacher and the 1st Christian
Choir.

On the second Sunday in April
the church will go to Kanapolis to
the 1st Baptist Church. We have
our Crusade drive on and an~ gain-
ing souls as a resulf. We go out
every Tuesday and Wednesday
nights for one and a half hou-:s.

Helena Douglas, Mary Ann Da-

vis and the Youth Leader, Mrs. E.
Esther F. Byers, attended the
C.Y.F. meet in Reidsville, N. C.,

March 18-19. The meeting was en-
thusiastic,  spiritual and inspira-
tional and much was gained
through the association with other
youth and leaders from the Pied-
mont Tri-State Area. The pastor
and wife, Rev. and Mrs. G. W. Rol-
and, also attended.

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT MEETS
(Continued from Page Three)

Chester Crow, Director oZ Religi-
ous Education, Texas Christian
University and Evangelism in Ac-
tion; Gateway to New Life by Ed-
win L. Beeker. We shall never for-
get the inspiring messages and in-
formation that was brought to us.
We regretted very much when time
came to close. The ministers de-
parted with a zeal to go back to
their respective places with a de-
termination to do a better work.

A vote of thanks was given to
the teaching staff and all who had
a part in making the Institute pos-

sible. Those attending were: Rev.
O. B. Garner, Little Rock, Ark.;
L. E. Hall, Rommie Dallas, Tex.;

R. C. Washington, Jarvis College;
R. H. Page, Texas State Evangel-
ist, Houston; F. C. Times, Bay
City, Texas; R. E. Hancock, Pas-
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tor S. 3rd Street Church; O. Zollar,
Houston, Tex.; F. A. Olmstead,
He~derson? Tex.; Emmett Dic~son,
Indlanapolls, Ind. ; Mrs. E. G. Tltus,
Dallas, Tex.; Robert Brown; Eppse
Powers, Paris, Tex.; Mrs. Florence
Fields, Bay City; O. A. Olmstead;
Thomas J. Pennick, Tex.; Prof. T.
W. Pratt, Dallas; F. Fielder, Hills-
boro, Tex.; M. C. Dickson, Dallas,
Tex., Mrs. W. H. Pierson, Dallas,
Tex.; A. A. Henry, Waco, Tex,;
Lloyd Brown, Bay City, Tex.

E. G. Titus, Secy.

T. A. Olmstead, Pres.

O-————-

United Christian Church
16 & W. Forest

Detroit, Michigan

Eld. A. L. Jordan, Pastor
A. E. Willis, Reporter

Our Missionary Society is doing
nicely under the leadership of our
vice-president, Mrs. Saunders. Our
president, Mrs. Summers, has been
ill for several months.

We have sent in our quota for
this year for Unified Promotion,
and are now working to raise our
portion for the Crusade. We have
never been able to get our mem-
bers interested in the World Call,
but at the beginning of the Mis-
sionary year, a World Call secre-
tary was elected, and to date we
have 27 subscribers throughout
the church. Our goal is a World
Call and Christian Plea in every
family of the church. I've just re-
ceived my April World Call and
the wonderful news about our Kan-
sas City, Mo. church. It is won-
derful what we can do when we
have a leader who is not afraid to
launch out into the deep, assured
that our Heavenly Father won't
fail us if we trust in Him.

I know the entire brotherhood
joins me in prayer for Brother and
tS_ister Myers and their congrega-
ion.

The highlight of our society for
the month of March was a return-
ed Missionary from Africa, Dr.

A. G. Haggendy, who brought a
very inspiring and educational
message.

_____ O, —————

Wages of Sin
From the Christian Standard

In the very first pages of the Book
of God, the Holy Spirit seeks to put us
on guard against sin. You say you do
not believe the story of the Garden of
Eden? Well, | do, and for two reas-
ons:

1. The scene in the garden showed
sin in the SEed. It was there, the whole
of it, its essential nature, its insinuat-
ing approa:::h, its evil consequence, its

Paszoéive

The 'Shaw

First Christian Church
Eld. Edward L. Griffin, Minister
Mrs. E. M. Tounsel, Reporter

On the second Sunday in March,
we had a fine spiritual service.
Elder Griffin preached "Compari-
son." He made us realize what
comparison meant. After the ser-
mon our invitation was extended,
and one came forward. Confession
was made.

Sister Ellen Whiting and Sister
Ellen Banyon, who have been on
the sick list for quite some time
were present. We were very glad
to see'them and hope they will con-
tinue to improve. Brother A.
Brown was present :l.nd when he
ﬂoes come, we all know he has been
ere.

On the fourth Sunday in March,

Brother  Johnnie  Jacob, Sister
Mary E. Douglas, and Sister E. M.
‘Tounsel worshipped wit h the
Mound Banyon Christian Church.

We had a glorious thne, the weath-
er was gloomy, out we did not stop
for that. Elder Griffin preach8d
a wonderful sermon. We are still
working faithfully to .finish rais-
ing our Convention money, both
State and National, with God to
help us.

method of attack; it was all there in

germ. Sin begins in any man's life
just as at began there-in disobedi-
ence. It is the same thing in fact al-
ways and everywhere. It is the break-
ing of the law. In the state, we call it
crime; in the body, we call it disease'
~n the intellect, we call it ignorance:

In the soul, we call it sin. This break-
ing of the law is bad enough in citi-
zenship and in the physical and intel-
lectual life, but it is a fatal peril in the
human heart. Always there is the
broken law, just as in Eden. In dis-
obedience sin began,’ and in disobed-
ience it will continue. "Disobedience"
is the word that has scaffolds in it
electric  chairs,  guillotines, peniten~
tiaries, and loss of freedom from vio-
lated citizenship. It has in it pain, di-
sease, and dEath for violation of the
law written in the flesh; it has in it
the close-drawn horizon and the shut-
in life for those who violate God's will
for the intellect; it has in it atrophy
of spiritual faculties and moral decay
for those who violate God's law of the
soul.

2. But this story of Eden is true also
as to the penalty for disobedience.
Adam and Eve were driven out of the
garden, with  resultant irreparable
loss. Still, people are being driven
out and always for the same reason
and with the same results.
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ARE YOU A CRUSADER?

By James R. Williams
District Pres., Lawrence, Ran.
Behold now is the accepted time,

behold now is the day of salva-
tion. Il Cor. 6:2.

Paul says we must all appear
before the Judgment seat of Christ,
and when we do we want Him to
say well done.

Paul was one of the great Cru-

saders for Christ, telling people
about Him and preaching His
word.

Being a Crusader for Christ does
not mean just to go to church on
Sunday. You must be active in
the work of the church and the
community for the Lord. You must
work so you can send up some
timber for your mansion that is
not made with hands, but eternal
in the heaven.

I think that we should crusade
in our homes by being obedient
to all the household and getting
that husband, wife, daughter or
son th~t do not know' Christ and
show -them the way.

Then we should crusade on the
streets or wherever we go for if
you are a child of God the devil
is going to meet you sometime or
somewhere-old friend-  for the
book says if any man be in Christ
he is a new creature, old things
are passed away, behold all things
become new - "come out from
among them and be ye separated.”
"Touch not the wunclean things"
and | will receive you. Are you a
true Crusader for Christ? If any
man suffer as a Christian let him
gotdbe ashamed but let him glorify

od.

Do you ever do any crusading
on your job or at some of your club
meetings, telling others about your

Christ  that they should know
Him? As | said before Paul was
one of the great crusaders of his

time. Once when Paul was crusad-
ing for Christ he was beaten and
cast into prison. And at midnight
Paul prayed-yes with a loud voice
-and  the other prisoners heard
him. Oh yes, Silas was with him at
this time and suddenly there was
an earthquake and the foundation
of the prison was shaken, and im-
mediately all the doors were op-
ened and the bands were loosed.
The keeper of the prison had fallen
asleep but he awoke out of his
sleep and saw what had happened.
He drew his sword to kill himself.
But Paul said unto him, do thyself
no harm for we are all here. Then
the keeper called for a light and
same trembling and fell down be-
fore Paul and Silas said what must

I do to be saved. They told him to
believe on the Lord Jesus Ghrist
and thou shall be saved and they
preached unto him Jesus and he

was immediately baptized. Now is
the time for crusading. Crusading
in the church for Christ? Are you
willing and ready to take the task
that is given or assigned to you, or
do you just take it because bro-
ther or sister so and so asked you
and you think you are doing them
a favor. Jesus said go into my
vineyard and work and whatso-
ever is right | will pay thee. A cru-
sader must have faith. Being jus-
jfied by faith, we have peace with
God. There was in the days of Her-
od, the King of Judea, a certain
priest named Zacharias, of the
course of Albia, and his wife was
of the daughter of Aaron and her
name was Elizabeth. Both of them
were righteous before God, had no
children because that Elizabeth
was barren and now both of them
were old. Zacharias was in the
temple one day and he was pray-
ing to his father in Heaven. An
angel appeared unto him. When
Zacharias saw him it troubled
him anj fear fell upon him. But
the angel said unto him, fear not
for thy prayers are heard. Your
wife shall bear a son. Thou shall
call him John and thou shall have
joy, gladness and many shall re_
joice at his birth. For he shall be
great in the sight of the Lord and

shall drink neither wine nor strong
drink, but be shall be filled with
the Holy Ghost even from his

mother's womb. Zacharias was a
crusader but after the angel spake
these things unto Zacharias he did
not believe it-but an angel an-
swered him, said | am Gabriel that
stands in the presence of God, am
sent to speak to thee and show you
tidings. Do you know God speaks
to us sometimes but we do not lis-
tI'11? Yes and this angel told him
that thou shall be dumb and not
speak until the day that these
things shall be performed, oecause
thou do not believe my word. Now
then when this child was born and
there came time to circumcise the
child the people called him Zach-
arias after his father. But Eliza-
beth said not so, we shall call him
John. Yes this child became a true
Crusader for Christ. When he
started out on his mission he went
out in the wilderness, preachi'ng,
saying repent ye for the Kingdom
of heaven is at hand. Yes, this
John had his raiment of camel
hair, and a leather girdle about his
loins; and his meat was locusts
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and wild honey. Yes, John was a
crusader for Christ. The people

of Jerusalem and Judea and around
Jordan were baptized of Him con-

fessing their sins. There is one
more of the great Crusaders that
I will mention. That is Peter, altho

He denied Him. But if you are one
of those like Peter you should do
as Peter did. In Matt. 26:75 Jesus
said unto Him before the cock
crows thou shall deny me thrice,
and He went out and wept bitter-
ly. He repented. Then he went out
telling other people ~bout Christ
and what they should do to be sav-
ed. Are you a crusader for Christ?

I. 1 recommend that our rec-
ommendations  after they have
been passed upon at our Oonven-
tion be printed on separate paper
from our minutes and be called
.Future Work.

Il. 1 recommend that the Future
Work be in every church in the
District not later than 30 days af-
ter the convention.

1. 1 recommend that at least
one copy be sent to each depart-
ment of the church and the same
to be read in an open meeting at
least once a month.

IV. | recommend that we have
some more by-laws printed so the
President may ‘'have a copy.

V. | recommend that the
churches cooperate with the whole
program of the convention by per-
forming its duty with the program
that is brought back home to them
from our District meeting.

VI. | recommend that these rec-
ommendations become the proper-
ty of the District at this meeting.

BIBL~ SCJ-IOOL
LESSONS .

THAT AR~
True to the Bible

OTH Standard's Closely Graded and
International ~ Uniform series of les-
son helps are Christ-centered and true to
the Bible. They are used in thousands
of Christian Church Bible schools where
{/?/ad%rs believe in the inspiration of God's
ord.

W~~KLY STORY PAPERS

That also promote Daily Bible Reading
and Study among your boys and girls.
Free samples and Information mailed on

r~quest. Send your name, address and
name of Bible school to
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1st . Christi hurch’
R@l S\P?]Q, '\?_C

Rev. M. L. Lambeth, Pastor

Mrs. Annie Gunnings, Reporter
The Annual Youth, Meet of
Piedmont Tri - State  Convention

was held at 1st Christian Church,
March 18-19, and was one of the

best held in this district. Eighty-
two delegates registered, and many
local members attended that did

not register.

The adult leaders enjoyed the
fine fellowship as well as the
youth, and were well pleased with
the way the youth responded. Mrs.
C. H. Webb, sponsor of C.Y.F. was
presented with a nice gift at the
close of the meeting, this being
the last meeting that she would
attend, due to the fact that they
are going to Indiana, where Rev.
Webb is accepting work in a new
field. They will be greatly missed
in our district, but we are wishing
them success and happiness in
their new home and with new
friends.

The adult
E. G. Starling;

leaders were: Mrs.
Miss Lois Drewery,
of Martinsville, Va.; Rev. D. W.
Heath, Roanoke, Va.; Rev. and
Mrs. Webb; Rev. and Mrs. G. W.
Rollings, W.inston Salem, N. C;
Mrs, Miller, South Carolina;
Mrs. Agnoroa Milliner, Leaksville,
N. C.; Mrs. Byers, Concord, N. C,,
and Mrs. Heath, visitor.

All the Youth Bible School lead-
ers made it possible for everyone
to enjoy his stay.

The Voice of Fellowship
Christian Church

Phloladelphl};l; Penna.

Eld. Eugene Patterson, Pastor
Calla Joseph, Reporter

We are very happy to say that
p,ince last reporting there have
been two members added to the
church. The months of April and
May found us quite busy begin-
ning with the observance of the
Paster to Pentecost Services. The
first Sunday in May our Fellow-
p,hip Services with the local dis-
ciples was held at our church. The
Dedication Services beginning the
third Sunday in May and closing
the fourth Sunday, is a great event
to which we are looking forward.
There will be many local churches
of the city present as well as out
of town and state guest churches.

Sunday, March 27, the members
gave a surprise birthday Darty for
the pastor at the home of Brother
and Sister Richard Chappell, which
was beautifully carried out. A love-
ly course was served. The pastor
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IreCeiVed two mammoth. birthday
cakes and many lovely glfts.

Sunday, April 3, the choir spon-
130red an afternoon tea at the home
of Brother and Sister Chappell
which was very enjoyable and the
christian spirit of brotherhood and
love was. man~feste?

There 1SqUIlte a fleld of work f?r
the. New. Testament Church m

Phll~delphla, and our pastor and

famlly are equal t? the ta.sk. Muc.h seems

has. been accomphshe~ smce thelr
arrlva.l, men. are seemg the real
way m a hght
known before.

hear the word, hear It explamed
to them a.s they. pass thelr .way.
From all mdicatlOns, there IS no
dou?t. whatever, abol;lt. a larger
Ch.ristlan Chu~ch eXlsting here.
It IS~ruly.a dehg.ht to see ~he work
weavmg Itse f mto a flrm pat-
tern. . " .

Hopmg for a contl.nuatlon. m
success, may we ~ubmlt ou: hves
t~ God, by wor~-mg here m the
vmeyar~ for which has fallen our
lot. "YI~h humble h~ar~s, never
coml?lammg but, c~erlshm~ each
passmg moment wl.th pralses to
God who doeth all thmgs well.

| Cotton Pl(z';mt Ark

,To the ~dl~or of
The Christian Plea
Dear Editor:

I would like to mention some-
thing along the line of the Doc-
trine of the Christian Church. |
came into the church Monday after
the 2nd Sunday in Jun~, 1896.. |
was always ~m-~er the
that the Christian Church and the
Church of Christ was one and the
same church, and if it is not, then
I have been gravely misled. Our
ministers in this state tell me that
Christian  Church is another or-
ganization from the Church of
Christ.  If this is true, one or the
other is certainly wrong. Jesus
told His disciples "Upon this rock
I will build my church.” The word
"my,"” is the personal pronoun. for
Jesus was talking of himself when
He spoke these words, and to make
two churches of Christ's church-
one or Uie other would, | think, be
wrong. Since there is no Scripture
to indicate that Christ built but
one church, there is no possibility
for one to be a member of the
Church of Christ, and not be a
Cristiano The word “christian”
only means that one is like Christ
or is Christ-like. It is a name that
the early disciples wore to dis-
tinguish themselves from worldly
organizations. 'Now, dear readers,

they had. n.ever minister-in
We have V-~SItO:Sin his preaching career,
every Sunday, they ar~ comm?" LOciated 49 weddings,
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my reason for ,writing this letter
is to get ,Some of your ministers,
teachers, laymen, or what have
you, to get me straight on the fore-
gone subject. Now I'm not inter-

ested in historical theories, just
plain Bible proof.
| That is, if you see that the
Christian  Church is a separate
church  fro m the Church of
Christ. | will say, too, that it
that some formality is
creeping into the church. |

see in the Plea that one certain
Ohio, I think, wh&e
has offi-
53 funerals,
18 baby christenings, 54 baptisms.
I will stand behind this minister
in the foregoing list, except baby
christening, that is if it was done
in any way to connect those babies
to the church. Now I may be lost
on this church problem we men-
tioned above, if so, it's up to you to
inform me Dbetter. If it is the
same church, we stand well divid-
ed. It was the practice and not the
talk that made the church in the
early ages. It's time for us to hold
our heads high and our hearts low
and humble to walk in the liberty
where with Christ made us free.

Sincerely I'm hoping to hear from

some of you readers in the near
future. ours in Christ, E. B.
Johnson, PO Box 665.

Mrs. Bonner Dies

Mrs. Etta Mae Bonner, wife of
Mr. M. W. Bonner, Vice President-
Secretary of Universal Life In-
surance Company, passed to the

ImpreSSIOn great beyond on March 16, 1949,

at the home of her daughter, Mrs.
J. B. Martin, Jr., 328 Josephine
Street, Detroit, Michigan. Mrs.

Bonner had been in ill health for
some time and was attended by
some of the best specialists in De-
troit and Cleveland.

Mrs. Bonner was a.charter mem-
ber of Mississippi Boulevard Chris-
tian Church and pianist in the
early days of the church. She was
active in all church affairs and
took special interest in the Mis-
sionary Society and was among
the first to get the Society start-
ed thus making it a strong organi-
zation of the church today. She
was branch chairman of the
Y. W. C. A. and was the only Color-
ed member of the Central Board
of the Y. W. C. A. She also took
active parts in other civic organiza-
tions. She will be greatly missed
by friends and members of the
church. "The Lord giveth and the
Lord taketh away. Blessed be the
name of the Lord."
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YOUTH NATIONAL

(Continued from Page 3)
tori cal contest for its youth and
select the winner to represent their
church at the National Christian
Missionary  Convention in session.
We hope that as the young people
begin to explore the topic they will
realize as never before that they
as Christians do have a responsi-
bility in building a Christian com-
munity.

It is the hope of the committee
th~t something will happen to that
young person in the local church
to sense the need for Christian ser-
vice and dedicate themselves to
full time Christian service grow-
ing out of the local church. Schol-
arship awards are to be given the
National ~ winners.  First  award
$100.00 and second award $50.00.
In order to further implement this
opportunity ~ for training we have
asked several schools to match this
amount provided his school is se-
lected by the winner. The response
has been gratifying. | quote from

a letter coming from the president
of Eureka College, "Eureka Col-
lege will be glad to match the

scholarships  which are awarded in
case the winners are interested in
attending  Eureka. We would in
fac,t, probably give them more lib-
eral amounts of say about ~150.00
a year in additions to the amounts
you are giving."
We are counting
young people to
manner. In order

on all of our
respond in like
that we might

THE CHRISTIAN PLEA
High Street
Christian Church
Mt. Sterling, Ky.

The district meeting was held
in Mt. Sterling, Kentucky, and was
very successful A district  Usher
Boa.rd was. orgamzed WIth the fol-

lowmg offlCers elected: Mrs. Fran-

ces Thomas, president, Mt. Sterl-j
ing; Miss Nannie Kelson, vice-
president, Winchester;  Miss Wil-
liena Hughes,  secretary; Little
Rock; Miss Berdie M. Jones, assist-
ant  secretary, Fairview; Miss
Mary E. Chenault, chaplain, Mt

Mr. K. C. Kelly, sergeant-
Mt. Sterling.  So far we

follow through, it will be very nec-
essary for each youth group to rep-
resent in the National Convention
with at least $3.00. You should
send your representation  fee now
for the National Convention. Send
it to the National Convention
Treasurer, Dr. J. E. Walker, 234
Hernando St., Memphis 1, Tennes-
see. Let's not wait for the Nation-
al Convention, but let us send in
our representation for the Con-
vention now. We hope that by the

Sterling;
at-arms,

time for the Convention we will
have at least '300 youth groups
registered. ~ We are calling on the

youth of our Brotherhood to make
this one of the greatest events that
has ever happened in the life of our
National ~ Convention. What  will
your answer be?

|
\

May, 1~49

have 14 members enrolled. \
Sunday, March 13, 1949 - N~-
tional Usher Day was observed in
Mt.  Sterling  for Kentucky. A

splendid program was rendered by
members from Louis',,-iiie and Mt.
Sterling. $25 00 Was raised and

will be sent Walke
a Conventlnon cIDm to help léefray
and

the expense of the officers
Convention. We wish to thank
everyone who helped to make our
program a success.

A business meeting was. ~leld,
also with the continuation of elect-
ing officers from the State Con_
vention.  The officers are as fol-
lows: Mrs. Zella Hathaway, presi-
dent, Mt. Sterling; Mrs. Castella
Anglin, vice-president,  Louisville;
Mr. Jewel Hunt, assistant  secre-
tary, Mt Sterling; Mrs. Mary C.
Russell,  treasurer, Paris; Mrs.
Evelyn Johnson, chairman of pro-
gram,  Louisville; Mr.  Thomas
Henderson, sergeant - at -arm s,
Louisville;  Mrs. Naomi Douthitt,
chaplain, Mt. Sterling; Mrs. Fran-
ces Thomas, Mt. Sterling, and Mrs.
Johnnie  Moore, dress inspectors,
Louisville;  Mrs. Louella Williams,
assistant  chaplain, Louisville.  We
are asking that all local church
ushers to please have a representa-
tive at the next business meeting.
The date will be announced Iater.
Our local board will meet with Mr.
James R. Jackson, March 24.

Please send all State Usher news
to Miss Virgina Jovette, 18 Danby
Ave., Mt Sterling, Kentucky.

Wife /or SaJnple& O/

Bet~an'J

elle&&on&

During your leisure hours this summer you are cordially invited to examine

Bethany Lesson Materials-graded

supervise.

brotherhood program,

living.
Remember!'Bethany

or uniform-for

lessons are charted by 60 ministers,

the grades you teach or

See for yourself how they teach the Bible, how they fit into the total
how effectively they teach the principles of Christian

laymen, teachers and

educators from all over your brotherhood. They are pre-tested in local churches.

MOST SAMPLES ARE AVAIL~LE

I:hristian Board of Publication -

FREE OF CHARGE
Louis 3, Missouri
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Columbus, Ohio, June, 1949

Heart to Heart Message DYy the President

Dear fellow workers together
with Christ; Greetings:

We are partners  with  Jesus
Christ in the 'significant business
of building a Christian, coopera-

tive enterprise. This wventure is
the National Christian Missionary
Convention of the churches of
Christ.

I am happy to inform you that
the 33rd annual National Conven-
tion will be guest of the churches
of the State of Mississippi. More-
over, our sessions will be held,
from August 22 to 28, 1949, on the
beautiful historic campus of the
Southern Christian Institute, Ed-
wards, Mississippi.

President Long and his corps
of teachers will make available to
us all the modern adequate facili-
ties of the college. President Grif-
fin, his enthusiastic pastors and
other leaders are making unusual
preparations for our other needs.
Believe me, when | tell you that
this will be one of our most suc-
cessful  -assemblies across the
years.

A .Major Need

Our most urgent need now is
larger and more consistent finan-
cial support to our convention. We
wish to remind you that July 31,
1949, is the end of our converitioll
year . We also wish to remind you
that we must, together, raise over
$5000.00 by July 31 t,0 reach our
financial goal of $9700.00 from our
churches.

We are earnestly pleading with
you to do THREE THINGS that
will make possible a great, success-
ful convention.

ONE, raise the amount you have
decided to contribute to our enter-
prise this year now and send it im-
mediately to Dr. J. E. Walker, our
treasurer, 234 Hernando Street,
Memphis 1, Tennessee.

TWO, if possible, try hard to in-
crease your contribution from five
to fifty dollars.

THREE, if you have not decid-
ed to give anything to this worthy
cause that needs your assistance,
please change your mind, unite

with us and raise a liberal offer-
ing now and send it in right away.

Remember, if you desire to re-
ceive credit for your offering to
the National Convention this year,
you must see to it that it reaches
our treasurer on or before July
31, 1949. The treasurer's books
will be closed July 31, 1949. All
offerings received after the above
date will not be included in his re-
port for the conventional year, Au-
gust 1, 1948-July 31, 1949.

May the faith, sacrificial service
and valuable benefactions of the
founders of our enlarging, Chris-
tian enterprise inspire and moti-
vate you to greater cooperation.

May the world-vision of Jesus,
our Saviour and Lord,. for the
eventual Salvation of Mankind
through the preaching and teach-
ing of the Gospel, challenge you to
share in our larger, cooperative en-
deavor of kingdom building.

Very sincerely yours,
R. H. Davis

Morg an:Ave.

Christian. Church
2317 Morgan Av-~.

I:)Ei’tI‘SOI'lS,' .ansas
Eld. G. Elllson La~,es, NJinister
(Mrs.) E55|e G?EBEAQ Ch. Clerk

Eld. Lakes'

an April 27-MaY,-i,we ~he mem-

bel's of the Moig~n .A."XeChris-
tian Church, join.ed;:;ill'with our
pastor, Eld. G. E. La~es, in cele-
brating his 8th A,nniversary.
. We are very proud of him and
his loving family. They are doing
a great work for the Gospel's sake.
W.eare putting forth our ~fforts to
help them. By the help of the
Good Lord, we hope that the work
will continue to grqw ...

Mrs. R. W. M~IIQry was chair-
man of the committet. tpat spon-
sored the program. W.ith the com-
mittee, she w.as a~le to put the
program over m a .blg way.

. Other Commu~IO;ns gave thelr
fme support which was greatly |

(Continued €n Page 6)

$1.00 Per Year-Single

Rev. F. B. Bradley

Copy 10c

Rev. F. B. Bradley was recently
called to the pastorate Ofthe Ross
Street Chris~ian Chur~h, Monr.-
gomery, Alabama. Rev. Bradley
comes to Montgomery, from the
Second Christian Church at Rock-
ford, Illinois, where he was pastor
for three and one-half years. Prior
to serving in Rockford, he was as-
sistant pastor of the Morgan Av-
enue Christian Church at Parsons,
Kansas. As a pastor in Rock-
ford, Rev. Bradley was the organ-

izer. of . the Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance; a member of
th'e Board of Dlrectors of the N.

A ACP. and Dean each sum-

mer for three years, of the Vaca-
tion Bible School for children. Al-
so, under his administration, the
Church in Rockford was led to
purchase a new site for the relocat-
ing of the congregation in a more
desirable spot. He is a graduate of

the Southern Christian Institute
at Edward, Mississippi. He has a
wife and two children.
O1l--———
PRES. WASHINGTON  RESIGNS

Recent reports from Jarvis Col-
lege carried the announcement
that President P. C. Washington
has resigned. So far the Plea has
not been able to get any of the de-
tails as to the reasons for this
action. President Washington has
been at Jarvis for some ten years
and his. many friends will regret

to see hlm leave.
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Published monthly by the National

Christian ~ Missionary ~ Convention.
Eld. R. H. Davis, Pres.
Eld. E. J. Dickson, Ex-Sec
L. L. Dickerson, Editor.

Entered as second class matter at
Columbus, Ohio, under Section 538, P.
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We go to press the 15th of each month.
All news received after the 15th of the
month will be published in the follow-
ing issue.

An Open Letter To

F-.d fth Ch_h
nen s o € nrc

Subject: Proposed Increase in Pos-

tal Rates Affecting Religious
and Non-Profit Organizations.
This communication is addres-

sed to all friends of cooperative
Christian work and has to do with,
what the undersigned regard as
a real threat to the dissemination
of the printed word both through
periodicals and in book or pam-
phlet form. The threat comes in
proposals now before Congress in
the form of House Bill, HR 2945,
and Senate Bill, S 1103. The pro-
posed legislation would make dras-
tic increases in the mailing rates
of newspapers and magazines and
in the rates for mailing books and
other printed matter.

1. First of all, we would point
out that when Congress establish-
ed second-class mailing privileges
in 1879, giving preferential rates
to publications, it did so on the
basis of the theory that it is a
sound function of a democracy to
make possible the speedy and
cheap distribution of the printed
word. This function of the Post
Office in aiding in education and
in the exchange of ideas is to be
regarded as a service similar to
that which the government offers
the farmer through the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the wage
earner through the Department of
Labor, and the busillessman
through the Department of Com-
merce. The present proposals to
make these services pay for them-
selves violate a principle of na-
tional policy which arose out of
a concern for knowledge, educa-
t~on and fr~e discussion as essen-
tlal to the lIfe of a democracy.

2: We would emphasize. the se-
verlty of the proposals. ThIS seem-
ingly si!llple suggestion. for doing
away WIth the Post Offlce Depart-

THE CHRISTIAN PLEA
Natio'nal Convention

000 in the first year and to $2,790,-
ment deficit would also-accord-
ing to an estimate by the pub-
lisher of Newsweek-do away with
50 per cent of the country's mag-
azines.

3. The load would be especially
heavy for religious magazines,
since it would remove a prefer-
ential treatment long given to pe-
riodicals of religious and other
non-profit organizations. The low-
er rates of church and state since
they apply not simply to reiigious
but also to patriotic, benevolent,
fraternal and other organizations
having non-commercial publica-
tions. The ~IVING CHURCH,
Protesta~t Epls~opal wee~ly, says
that whlle the mcrease m news-
paper mailing costs would amount
to 300 per cent, 'h~ increas~ in.the
case of many rellglOUSubllcatlOns
would.be from 400 to 700 per cent.
Applying the lower percentage fig-
ure to World Call, as an example,
would ~ean a? increase of $15,000
a year m mallmg costs.

4. The same reasons which jus-
tify low mailing rates for period-
icals argue also for continuing the
lower rates which have applied to
the mailing of books, pamphlets
and other printed matter. Here
again, the burden of increase
would fall heavily upon the edu-
cationalprogramsofreligious, be-
nevolent and other non-profit or-
ganizations. Here again would be
ample justification for a distinc-
tion between profit and non-profit
literature mailed by such organ-
izati<;msand that of a purely pri-
vate and commercial nature.

5. As stated above, this bill-
House Bill, H R 2945, and Senate
Bill S 1103-is now under consid-
eration in Congress. NOW IS THE
TIME for people interested in this
issue to write and express them-
selves as against this change of
policy which would do violence to
a principle followed by the A,meri-
can Government for seventy years.

George Walker Buckner
J. Eric Carlson

Gaines M. Cook
Emmett J. Dickson

C. O. Hawley

H. B. McCormick
William T. Pearcy

Paul G. Preston

Henry Noble Sherwood

P. S. The 36 Protestant owned
publishing houses associated with
the International Council of Re-
ligious Education estimates that
their second class postage bill of
$465,000 in 1949 would under the

(Continued on Page 4)

June, 1949

e Calling All Youth

Dear Co-workers:

Plans have been formulated for
the National Youth Project. This
project is to include all youth of a
state or convention area in youth
activities of the national Ghris-
tian Missionary Convention Dis-
ciples of Christ. The project is a
National Oratoric~l Contest, ac-
cepted by the NatlOnal, State and
youth leaders attending the Fall
planning conference on Christian
Education in Indianapolis, Indiana,
November 26-27, 1948, and approv-
ed by the Board of Trustees in
their December meeting.

Purpose: This project will seek
to obtain the following objectives:

1. To develop expression of or-
iginal thought and work.

2. To encoura%e youth in the 10-

cal church to become aware of
their responsibility as Christians
and dedicate themselves to the

task.

3. To develop Christian leaders
in order that they might find their
place in the community.

4. To encourage and promote
Christian training.

5. To help the brotherhood real-
ize the strength of its youth and
in so doing join hands with them
in helping to build a strong Na-
tional Youth Program.

6. To help youth realize that for-
mal training is a MUST if they
are to cope favorably with the
world in which they find them-
selves.

Rules and Regulations:

1. Participants must be Chris-
tian ,young people and ACTIVE
members of Disciples churches
between the ages of 16-24, inclu-
sive, and have completed at least
two years of High School training
and not more than three years of
college training.

Young people within the age
limit, out of High School, holding
a job but have not completed more
than three years of college work
may qualify.

2. Each local church is ask~d
to have an oratorical contest and
the winner or representative is to
be eligible for the "run-offs" at
the National Convention in ses-
sion.

The six top ranking participants
will be chosen to compete in the
finals for the scholarship awards.

3. A photo of the contestant and
a typewritten copy of the oration
I\;IUST be sub~itt~d at ~he Na-
tIOnal Conventlon m seSSIOn. All
manuscripts and photos will. be-
come the property of the NatlOnal
Convention.

(Continued on Page 6)
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Report To The

National

Christian Missionary Convention

Board of Trustees

Executive Secretary

STAFF: Rev. C. H. Webb is
with us today as the new staff
member. He came to this office
April 1, 1949. It is with joy we
greet him as he comes to work in
this very significant post, Nation-
al Director of Church Develop-
ment and Evangelism. We pray
that he will have a long period of,
service with National Christian
Missionary Conventi9n. From his
efforts, we shall reap a great har-
vest for the work of the Lord.

Mrs. Alva S. Brown has present-
ed her resignation to take effect
July 31, 194.9. Mrs.. Br.own states
that the dutles of bUlldmg a home
have come upon the horizon of
her future activities and she must
give her attention to that endeav-
or. We are sorry to lose Mrs.
Brown from the staff of the Na-

tion~l Christian Missionary Con-
ventlon, but we can do no other
than accept her resignation and

recommend the same to th~ Trus-
tees. W,e should not let thlS place
of serVice be neglected by slow
or unwise selection.

Legal Status: For exhibition
today is the Certificate of Ac-
knowledgement of the Amendment
to the Charter of Incorporation of
the National Christian Missionary
Convention. | know all Trustees
and officials are glad to behold
the instrument.

The Annual
gonvention is one of the
times to meet the greatest num-
ber of local church workers. T.he
dates ~nd places are here for m-

meetings of State
best

formatlon. Y.ouare welcome to at-
t~ndone or all of these Conven-
tlons.
Missouri-Aug.  2-7, West Paseo
Christian Church, Kans~s City.
Oklahoma - July 21-24, East

Sixth Street, Oklahoma City.
Florida, July 21-24.

Dunn & Wilmington, Nov. 11-13.

South Carolina-.-Oct. 6-9, Gallilee
Church, Holly Hill.
Arkansas-Aug.  4-7.
Kansas-July 14-17 Wichita.

Eastern Sea' Board-":"June 16-19
Calvary Christian Church 182 Al~
bany Avenue, Brooklyn. '

Piedmont-Tri  State-Aug. 3-7,
Tazwell Va.

Missi~sippi-Aug. 17-21 _  Sou-
thern  Christian  Institute Ed-
wards, Mis)'lissippi. '
Georgia-Oct.  20-22 (?)

Goldsboro-Raleigh _  Oct. 19-23,
Goldsboro, N. C.

Texas-July 12-17, Austin.

Kentucky-July 19-24, Lexing-
ton.

Ohio-July  26-31, Columbus.

National Christian  Missionary
Convention - August 22-28, Sou-
thern  Christian  Institute, Ed-
wards, Mississippi.

Each staff member has been

Page Three

assigned to State Conventions and
will carry the total program in
each Convention' visited. All ar-
eas of our organized work need
cultivation at the State level. From
the standpoint of organizational
structure, we have very poor ex-
pression and cooperation at the
State level. Somehow we must use
or correlate the State organiza-
tions that now exist and build
them into the framework of larg-
er cooperation. This can be done
by establishing an advisory com-
mission from the State Conven-
tions with members at large from
the unorganized States like Michi-
gan, lllinois, Indiana, etc.

The general Committee on rec-
ommendations made up by the
States was one of the best moves
the Convention has made in re-
lating the States to the National
Work. No program is carried well

without a workable plan that
reaches into the congregations
through the organized work of
the State.

CONVENTION: The 33rd An-
nual Session of the Convention is
to be held with the Christian
churches of Mississippi at South-
ern Christian Institute, Edwards,

Mississippi. This promises to be
the largest attended Convention in
our history. Reservations are be-
ing made now for the Convention

August 22-28 at Edwards, Missis-
sippi.
The Program Committee met
(Continued en Pag~ 6)

ATTA'CK THE SUMMER ATTENDANCE .SLUMP

Leaders throughout the brotherhood have found Bethany Sunday school papers actually

build up summer

These weeklies-Storyland

attendance,

because pupils look forward

for children under 9, Junior

to getting
World for those 9 to 12,

every issue.

Fision for youths 12 to 18, and Front Rank for older young people and adults-are

written
right into the home.
wholesome a.~tivities.

Christian Board of Publication-St.

in the.language

of their particular
They are appealingly
Write for free samples.

age group. They carry Christian
illustrated and interest
See for yourself.

teaching
readers in many

Louis 3, Missouri
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Notes from the
Old Asparagus Bed
Mayslick, Ky.
By A. D. Gault

There was some action in the
Old Asparagus Bed and other
points in the State in April. Mrs.
Izetta Washington, Mrs. Geral-
dine Green and the writer attend-
ed a district meeting at Coving-
ton. We had a good meeting even
though some of the workers were
not present, being in Louisville at-
tending the funeral of Mrs. John-
nie Kirkpatrick. Eld. H. E. Jack-
son and his good members took
good care of the meeting. On Sun-
day morning Eld. Jackson preach-
ed a great sermon to a large aud-
ience. Our next meeting will be
in Paris in June. April 16th the
Lewis sisters of Augusta sang at
the school in a program for our
church, sponsored by Bro. Tay-
lor White, president of the Young
People's Club. Eld. Toles, our pas-

tor, brought the Easter message
and in the afternoon we had an
Easter program and egg hunt

sponsored by the Sunday School.
April 23rd Mrs. lzetta Washing-
ton, A. G. Gault and the writer at-
tended the state board meeting at
the Prall St. Church, Lexington.
Bro. D. 1. Reid and the ladies of
the church entertained us i~ a fine
way. We had a good meetmg, 18
churches reported $179.25 on state
appor IIOnm~n n A rjl 24th th
ngs_ll'ck Blble Schoof ~ad a Jomt
meeéting ert1h the Mason County
S~nd\a/¥',sc 0o~ s~o~lalon' "y ra-
dw.. We,:pad a radlO m,our church
~s dld the other Sunday Schools
m the County. The .lesson was
taught over the ra;dlOby L. H.
L:;tn~h":lef. The. s.ubJec~ was The
DISClIplmeof DISClpleshlp. We are
lookmg forward to a great meet-
ing of ~he St~te. Laymen's Con-
ference Ip LOUlsvilleMay 29th,

Trust%esoMeet In
1 d r

n lanapo IS

The Trustees of the National
Convention met in Indianapolis at
2nd Christian Church May 5th.
Plans were made for the National
Convention which will meet at
Southern 'Christian Institute  Au-
gust 22-28. Mrs. Alva Shackle-
ford Brown, Director of Mission-
ary Organizations and Education,
submitted her resignation, effec-
tive July 1st. On May 4th the Pro-
gram Committee of the National
Convention met at 2nd Christian
Church with Eld: Cleo Blackburn,
Chairman, presiding. A splendid
program has been arranged and a
great Convention is anticipated.

e ful

IHE CHRISTIAN PLEA

Morgan Ave.

(Continued from Page 1)
appreciated.  Wednesday  night,
which was the opening, Eld.

Charles Young of the Church of
God In Christ, In~ependence, Kan-

Isas, broug.ht a ~me message. A
par~ of hIS .Cholr' ~nd the local
Hollness Cholr furmshed the mu-

sic. Mrs. P~inces Wilson was in
charge of thlS program.

On Thursday night Eld. L. G.
Cooper of the New Hope Baptist
Church in Pittsburg, Kansas,
brought the message. His very fine
Choir furnished the music. The
Hamilton's 'Chapel M. E. Church
here was also represented. Attend-
ance every night ,was fine. Mrs.
Ruby Gray was in charge of this
program.

On Friday night Eld. E. F. Fant
and his Choir of the Brown Chapel
A. M. E. Church were with us.
Eld. Fant also brought us a fine

message. Miss Ozella Boyer had
charge of the program.
Sunday morning, May 1, Eld.

B. F. Rooks, a retired minister of
the M. E. Church, had charge of
our morning worship. His message
was from the 51st Psalm, 10th
verse. It gave us food for thought
and made many of us happy.

At 2:45P. M. Eld. A. L. Gardner
and his Choir of the New Hope
Baptist Church here were with us.
Eld. Gardner preached a wonder-
sermon.. . We Weré:. a(!isnoOI hal\BIFr)g.

to have with us El
James, H. Behler of the Central

Ave. Christian Church of our city.
Eld. Behler made some very eh-
couraging remarks that were en-
joyed by all. Mrs. Alice Frey was
in charge of this program.

At the evening service Bro. R.
W. Mallory, an Elder of the
Church preached a fine sermon
on the 'Lord's Supper.

We enjoyed the fellowship with
the different Churches and extend
our hearty appreciation for serv-
ice rendered. May the peace of God
which passes all understanding be
with all. The Wining worker and
the Christian Socialite Clubs of the
Church gave a beautiful bedspread
and a pair of pillow cases as a
token of love and fellowship. The
Anniversary purse was $126.25.

Too much cannot bi;lsaid Of the
beautiful life of our pastor and his
family. He has that courage, pa-
tience, endurance, humbleness and
a profound religion that cannot be
tarnished. He is an example for
the neighborhood and community.
Let us continue to work together
and show that we are builders for
the Kingdom and have fellowship
one with the other.

June, 1949

E. 2nd St.
Lexington, Ky.
Mrs. Mamie W. Vandyke,
Reporter

Our Bible School is progressing
nicely with an average attendance
of about 85. Our attendance at
Easter Sunrise service was very
good. Breakfast was served by
the missionary society. The East
End Club, under the leadership of
Mrs. Elizabeth Smith, sponsored
an old fashioned country green
dinner, which was very successful.
The Willing Workers Club, under-
the leadership. of Mrs. Louise Jack-
son, presented the Melody Four
Quartet of Versailles in a concert
that was most successful. The
Men's Council prepared and serv-
ed a fellowship dinner May 1st.
They will give another in about
two weeks. Eld Australia entry is
President. The Senior Choir has
secured new -robes and are now
leading the way in the purchase
of a new Hammond organ. Mrs.
Emma Saunders is Director, Mrs.
Mattie Ringo, Pres. Rev. A. W.
Fortune delivered our Mother's
Day Sermon. The Gospel Choir
sponsored a song fest May 15th
with a number of other choruses
taking a part. The Louisville Har-
monizers and our own little Smith
Quartet participated. Mrs. Mamie
W. Vandyke is Pres. Our Pastor,
Eld. R. L. Saunders, has returned

5P e RSN 21 SR o TREERS-
dianapolis. He has been p(rjeaching
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An Open Letter To -

(Continued from Page 2)

proposed changes jump to $1,860,-
000 in the second year. These pub-
lishers have made the following
requests of the House Committee:

"Accordingly, we ask that the
present system of preferential
rates for second-class mail be con-
tinued as a matter of public policy
by the Congress and that no
change be made in the 1 1-2c per
pound flat rate now applicable to
periodicals issued by religious and
fraternal non-profit organizations.

"Therefore, we urge the .com-
mittee to consider establishing a
separate and preferential rate
schedule for the shipment of books
|by non-profit religious organiza-
tions. This could be done by re-
quiring affidavits to be submitted
to the Post Office Department by
the organizations  which could
qualify and should be relatively
simple for the Department to ad-
minister."
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The Two Conventions
Sidney A. Scott

Here of late | have been asking
myself the question, "Why s~ould
there be twQ! separate  NatlOnal
Conventions of the Disciples of
Christ, one for the white and the
other for the colored?" Then, tak-.
ing into considerati?n the age-old
custom of segregatlOn, the ques-
tion is readily answered. Bu.t,.l

cannot see why we colored DISCI-

ples will segregate among our-
selves and hav~ two separ~te Na-
tional Conv~ntlOns of Christ, on.e
to b~ held m Los A1?-geles,Cah-
forma, and the other m Edwards,
Mississippi. | wonde;r how d?es
Jesl;Is feel about all ~hlISseparatlOn
busmess afte~ praymg so hard. to
His Fa.ther! J,ust before He dled,
that HIS Dlsclples may be one.
What does the death and res-
urrection of Jesus mean to us?
Last Easter Sunday, the colored
Disciples were all in one accord
commemorating the death and res-
urrection of Jesus. The thought
that comes to me now is, why we
colored Disciples cannot meet in
one accord in one Convention, in
the name of Jesus; and if we can-
not meet in His name, let us meet
in. the nam~ of. common sense and
Wipeout t~IS disgrace from among
us. T?ere IS~ut one way and that
way IS th~ r~ght way. It seems
thet .ademshm% thof Jlesusf fnean
no  mg ove o  esus
does no.t con. stram us to work, to-
gether m. umt.y an~ peace, we had
~s well disclaim HIm as our Sav-
I?7Ur and work out our own salva-

tIOﬂlhere is something wro~g about
~hIStwo separate Conventl~:mbus-
mess among t.~~ colore~ DIl~clples.
I fear the SPII'lt of exaltation o,n
the part of some of our. lea~ers I~
m~,ch the cause of our (;hsumty.

He that humblethhlmself  shall
b~ exalted, but he that exalteth
himself sha~l be abased." We

~,hou.ld practice wh~t. we, preac~;
Umted we stand, dIVVIdedwe fall.

Monroe Ave. Church
Columbus, Ohio

Eld. C. H. Webb, recently ap-
pointed Director of Evangelism
and Church Development, conduct-
ed a week's revival at the Mon-
roe church, May 15-22. His soul
stirring  mMeSS3jges were ‘greatly
enjoyed and two were added to
the church, one by confession and
one by baptism. The Monroe
Church has had 23 additions this
year..
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The Definition of the Term Usher and Relationship

Betwee~ .t~e
The general defmltlon of the
iterm  "Usher" is one who shows

people to their seats at public ga-'
therings of various Kkinds. But |
shall mostly confine my subject to
church ushers.

To define the term Church Ush-
er, it is necessary that you know
his first requirements. First he or
she must be a member of some
Church and a confessed believer
in the principles of God. Then we
say a Church Usher is one who is
a part of and serves any religious
gathering. The Church Usher is
different from other ushers who
serve only for their daily bread
and as soon as something happens
that is not satisfactory to him, he
quits or shows his dissatisfaction
with hard word and a face of dis-
content; but the Church Usher is
not a hired servant but was bought
for a price and is no more servant
but according to the words of Je-
sus to his disciples which said, "Ye
are no more servants. | have
bought you for a price and ye are
my friends because | have reveal-
ed unto you the secrets of my
Kingdom since we are friends and
members of one organization.”

Our relationship would be to
pray and work for its progress.

We read in the Bible that sur-
rounding the thrc;neOl of Go?tﬂr]g IIde-

an ng w 0
gcrjovolsn%rs argggy fo do God's bidding.
These angels were the first ushers
and the original usher board. They
have left a heritage-noble and
rich-which
améale for the best usher in con-
duct.

When entering the church and
seeing the individuals standing at
attention, we lare/sometimes  in-
clined to consider tl}em .~ part of
the furniture and ignore: their of-
fer of courtesy. If ~he u~her does
not remember ,at this ttrrie that he
has been bought :f9~r,a price and
forgets his true r~latjolisllip to t~e

. church he will create a tense Slt-

uation 'that will le~~.to, the mis-
understanding and' the people will
leave the church, thinking of the
usher as a crank but this attitude
will not discourage, the usher but
will make him return to the elec-

~rical repair shop for a recharg:-

M ometimes the public will think
that the ushers are giving an ex-
hibit of their authority, when, in
reality, they are simply trying to
serve and to be real friends to the
church-goers in such a way that
they will enjoy the service. Often
the public wants to have its way,

shall ever be an ex- 1

Church and. Usher. Board

forgettmg that m an orgamzatlon.
like the church there must be cer-
tain established rules to maintain
order.

The Lord admonishes that we
shall do everything decently and
in order. The usher's true relation-
ship t~ the church is to help carry
out thlS rule.

The true usher spirit say~ and
means (All ushers repeat thlS to-
gether): "I LOVE MY CHURCH
WITH A RESPECT MORE TEN-
DER AND MORE HOLY AND

PROFOUND" THAN | DO MY
OWN LIFE.
. This spiri~ enable~ the ushers ~o

glve thelr time! thelr talent, thel.r
money and thelr wealth of experl-
ence to the church.

O-————-
Central Christian Church
Cleveland, O.

Eld. Wm. Campbell has been
called to the pastorate of the Cen-
tral Christian Church, to succeed
the late Eld. George C. Campbell.
Eld. Campbell has held pastorates
in Kentucky, Mississippi and In-
diana. Miss Joyce Alexander, the
daughter of Mr. Storey and Mrs.
Jamesella Dickerson  Alexander
won first place in an oratorical
contest sponsored by the Elks in
Cleveland. The prize was $50.00.
She will go to Toledo, Ohio, in
June to compete in the state con-
test. Miss Alexander is a niece
of the Editor of the Plea.

BIBL(: SCHOOL
L~SSONS~

THAT AR~

True to the Bible

OTH Standard's Closely Graded and

International  Uniform series of les-
son helps are Christ-centered and true to
the Bible. They are used in thousands
of Christian Church Bible schools where
leaders believe in the inspiration of God's
Word.

WEEKLY STORY PAPERS

That also promote Daily Bible Reading
and Study among your boys and girls.
Free samples and Inrormation mailed on

request.. _Send your name, address and
Dame or Bible school to



Port Gibson (Miss.)

Dist. No.1

E. E. Chambliss, Reporter

District No. 1 Church School
held' its Quarterly session with the
Pine Grove Christian Church April
23-24, Brother Joseph Green pre-
siding. On the first day conference
classes were taught by Bro. F. D.
Rollins. The Christian Endeavor
rendered a program under the di-
rection of Mrs. L. B. Williams, a
member of the Pine Grove Church.
Bro. Eddie West is President.
Among those appearing on the pro-
gram were Bobb,y Jean Williams
of Pine Grove. Miss Jackson ren-
dered an instrumental solo and
Mr. Jackson read a paper on the
subject-"Aiming at Something."
The Usher Board under the pres-
idency of Mr. Taylor Jackson pre-
sented a very interesting program.
Sunday Church School was con-
ducted by Bro. C. E. Chambliss.
Remarks were given by Bro. M. N.

Brown. Monies raised: Church
Schools $34.39, Christian Endeav-
or $14.25, Usher Board $851, to-
tal $57.15.

—==—=—0O"————- .
National Convention
(Continued from Page 2)

4. Each contestant will be al-

lowed only ten minutes to deliver
his oration and it MUST be done
so WITHOUT manuscript or coach-
ing. \

5. All contestants will be judged
on the following points:

. originality
pronunciation.
. enunci~tion

. poise

. gestures
posture

voice
animation

6. Scholarship awards will
given to the National winners.

FIRST AWARD (non-transfer-

able) $100.00.

SECOND AWARD (non-trans-

ferable) $50.00.

7. If the winner does not meet
the requirements of going to col-
lege dir~ctly after graduation from
high sch901,the scholarship will be
held one year; after this time the.
scholarship will be cancelled.

8. If the winner is yet in high
school, the scholarship will be .held
one year after graduation.

9. A National winner is not el-
igible for further contests.

SQho o0 TR
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T;:.:H---.,;.E---.,;.ONHPRL..EIN . 1A

Report To The -

(Continued from Page 3)

May 4, 1949, and has a report of
progress to make today.

Mr. Long of Southern Christian
Institute is with us today and
will make a statement in the in-
terest of the churches and the
convention.

CENTENNIAL INTERNATION-

AL CONVENTION, Cincinnati'l

Ohio.

As an organized group, we have
been left out of the program of the
Centennial celebration of the or-
ganized work of the church. Some
of our State Conventions are 50,
65, 75 years old, but not old enough
to be in this Centennial Celebra-
tion. Maybe we should ask out
loud for we are often forgotten
and neglected by a large segment
of our Brotherhood in program
planning and building. We must
work for unity.

BUDGET: The Budget sheet
shows the condition of the pres-
ent operating budget. We shall
have a report on a proposed new
Asking and Operating Budget
brought by the Administration and
Finance Committee. There is a
definite need of salary adjust-
ments and the employing of extra
office secretarial help.

We are happy for the high hon-
ors that have come to leaders in
our brotherhood. Dr. J. E. Walker,
our treasurer, has been designated
one of the ten wealthiest Negroes
in America. Eld. E. J. Dickson, Ex-
Sec., has been elected one of the
Disciple members of the Interna-
tional Council of Religious Educa-
tion. Eld. L. J. Evans, Director of
Religious Education, has been
elected one of the members of the
Committee on Church School Ad-
ministration of the Council of Re-

(high school or college)

Name of high school or col-
lege

Proposed college you hope
to enter if in high school

State or area representing

Name of church represent-
ing.

Name of pastor

What participation, if any,
in local youth group of
the church

In what field of endeavor
do you plan to work

11. TOPIC: The Responsibility

10. Send your entries by June of Christian Youth in the Modern

30, 1949, stating the following:
Name and address
City and -state
Sex-Male or female
Age

Classification in sch 001

)

Crisis.
Thomas J. Griffin, Chairman
Mrs. Susie L. Elster

Lorenzo J. Evans
National Oratorical Contest
Committee

ligious Education. They were
named by the Division of Christian
Education of the United Christian

Missionary Society. Mr. Edward
Owens of Dayton, Ohio" has been
elected Secretary of the Laymen's
Movement in Ohio. Mrs. Rosa Page
Welch has been selected to lead the
singing at the International Con-
vention in Cincinnati, Ohio, in Oc-
tober.

Some Things Every
Church Member Should
Know About The Pension

Plan
1.The Federal Social Security
Act exempts all ministers and
churches in recognition of the
separatio-n of church and state.
The governme'nt therefore ex-
pects all churches to' care for
their own ministry in days of
active service and in old age.
.The Pension Plan of our Bro-
therhoed has been proven
sound in 'almost nineteen years
of service. Every rightful claim
has been paid promptly.
.The Pension Plan is a reserve
plan. and the reserves now' ac-
cumulated cover actuarial pro-
jections.
. The pastor who. with his church
or churches. has beenl enrolled
during all the days of his active
service can retire on pensio-n
without embarrassment to him
or to the church.
.Should a member minister die
in active service. the Pension
Fund pays to the widow at once
a Cash Death Benefit. It also
provides 'a mo,nthly pension to
the widow and her minor chil-
dren. The church is relieved of
any such obligation.
.Should the member minister
become totally and permanent-
ly disabled after twelve months
of service. he is paid a disability
pension. Another minil!lte-r can
be called 'and the work carried
fo,rward.
.The church that participates
with its minister kno-ws that its
minister. his wife and family
have some degree of economic
security.
Every minister should partici-
pate in the Pension Plan. It is
the only way that aU ministers
can be adEquately protected.
.Every chull'ch should partici-
pate in the Pen.sion Plan be-
cause the local congregatio,n
has a divine -and secial obliga-
tion to direct its stewardship
so that support. fo-r active serv-
ice and old age is provided.
10.Participation may begin any
month. The ministe-r pays 2V2 %
and the church pays an amount
equal to 8% of the monthly sal-
ary.

IS YOUR MINISTER
ENROLLED?
IS YOUR CHURCH ENROLLED?

PENSION FUND OF
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
800 Test Building
Indianapolis 4. Ind.

-, n_e19,4..;9
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National Convention
Recommendations

I. Whereas the Laymen's Move-
. ment has been voted an auxiliary
to the National Christian Mission-
ary Convention with all the rights
and privileges thereto at its meet-
ing in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1947:
Therefore, be it resolved.

1. That the Laymen's Movement
be accorded a session on the pro-
gram of the National Convention
presided over by some laymen so
designated by the program com-
mittee.

2. That the following section,
"That the president of the Lay-
men's Movement be and hereby is
a member of the Board of the Na-
tional Convention with all the
rights and privileges thereto” be
referred to the Committee on Con-
stitution.

Il. That a Child Care Depart-
ment within the Convention be es-
tablished to provide entertainment
and supervision for children while
the Convention is in session. We
further recommend that the host
church and the department of re-
ligious education finance this ser-
vice jointly.

Ill. That the request for a Pre-
Convention Youth S'3ssionto begin
on Sunday night for CYF members
be passed on to the Trustees with
the recommendation that the pre-
convention session be arranged, if
feasible, and the National office
be requested fo work out details
and plans for this.

IV. That the 1949 National Con-
vention will be held in Los Angeles,
California, upon the invitation of
the California Churches.

V. That the amendment to the
Charter be approved by this Con-
vention.  (See attached copy).

VI. That the suggested budget
sent in by the Executive board be
adopted. This means that the Na-
tional .convention will be expected
to raise $9,600 during the year
1948-49.

VIl. That the Biennial CYF
directed a program of Universal
Military Training, and Whereas,
preparation for war will eventual-
ly lead to conflict between America-
and other countries of the world,
and Whereas, peace can, come to
the world only by preparing for
peace, and the coming of the Prince
of Peace, Be it resolved:

1. That our Chief Executive,
The Honorable Harry S. Truman,
be urged to use his influence to
prepare the nation for peace by the
establishment of a Department of

THE CHRISTIAN PLEA

Fellowship Church
Philadelphia, Pa.
Mrs. Calla Joseph, Reporter

May the 21st, a fellowship ser-
vice was held by the four Chris-
tian churches of the city. At 3 p.
m. A musical program was ren-
dered by the local choir which is
one of the best in the brother-
hood. Our Mother's Day services
were very impressive. Eld. Patter-
son, our Pastor, was at his best. A
number of gifts were presented to
Mother Smith, the oldest mother
of the church. This was sponsored
by the Guild. We are hoping to
have one of the largest churches in
our brotherhood. We are now en-
gaged in a membership crusade,
and we are asking the churches
with members living in Philadel-
phia to send us the names and ad-
dresses. Send to Eld. Eugene Pat-
terson, 5417 Wyolusing Ave., Phil-
adelphia 13, Pa. The men of the
church are working faithfully on
the repairing of the church build-
ing getting ready for the dedica-
tion.

Peace as a part of his Cabinet.

2. That the National Convention
urge Dr. James A. Crain, Execu-
tive Director of the Department of
Social Welfare of the United Chris-
tian Missionary Society, to initiate
this idea in all other religious
bodies wherever possible, urging
them to make the same request.

XXIl. Whereas, the Sup reme
Court has handed down some de-
cisions in the last year which have
bee n far-reaching in bringing
about Civil Rights to all the peo-
ples of our country, and since cases
involving constitutional questions
come before that body before we
can get action on such matters, Be
it resolved that this convention go
on record as commending the Su-
preme Court for their decisions in
such cases'-. .

XXIIl. Whe~eas,' the National
Convention Program is the main
vehicle through which we may
propagate the Christian religion in
our Churches, and Wh~reas, the
Ministers are recognized leaders of
our constituency and should right-
fully set the example of good stew-
ardship, and Whereas, we want al-
ways to undergird our National
Budget to avoid a financial emer-
gency such as we ran into this
year. Be it resolved that every
minister be required to make a per-
sonal Love Gift of $10.00 to the
Convention to be paid before or
during each annual session.
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A MESSAGE OF HOPE IN 1'HE
WORLD OF TODAY'

By Huang Sui-Chi
Executive National YWCA
of China

Scripture Reading: Romans 5: 1-5

"No tragedy is greater than the
death of heart." So runs a Chinese
proverb. Translated in modern
terms, the proverb means that the
greatest tragedy is the tragedy of
the loss of hope. Indeed it is hope
that can bring a man through his
journey of suffering and disap-
pointment to the destination of
success. It is hope which can hold
a family together in tribulation
to struggle for a better living. It
is hope which kept China from
yielding to the aggressor in its un-
precedented eight years of strug-
gle for freedom and independence.
It is also hope that has enabled the
Allied Nations to fight for justice
and freedom and to organize the
United Nations for the purpose of
maintaining peace in the world. In
other words beginning from the
personal affairs to those of a
world-wide nature, we need hope in
order to sustain our efforts to
work for a better future. | believe
it is not an overstatement to say
that, if there is no hope, there is
not life whether for the individual
or for the world.

In spite of the utmost import-
ance of hope, the tragic fact is that
many men and women have lost
their hope. From what we have
heard in the past few days, the
reasons for losing one's hope may
be summarized as follows: The
first is continuation of political
chaos in the world. Many of us
have experienced two world wars.
We all know what a world war
means to us. During the years of
World War Il we saw signs of co-
operation among the big powers
hand in hand to fight for freedom.
Many.important  conferences have
been held to lay the foundation of
a permanent peace after the con-
clusion of the war. But the events
that have taken place in the last
two years seem to lead us once
more to the valley of dismay, and
the cloud of another global war
seems to be hanging on the hori-
zon.

The second reason for the loss
of hope is the continued wide-
spread sufferings in many parts of
the world. Take China for in-
stance. During the war years
many people suffered from star-
vation, broken homes and many

(Continued on Page 8)
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other kinds of fears. But they
endured all the hardships with
courage and fortitude, in the hope
that, after the war, the conditions
would be better and China would
become a united, strong country,
embarking on her postwar recon-
struction and rehabilitation. But
the situation has developed from
bad to worse. The people see no
end to such sufferings, and many
of them have, therefore, resigned
to disappointment and despair.

Finally, the third reason for the
loss of hope is the deterioration of
morality.  The traditional tp.ach-
ing of Chinese sages is rather to
starve to death than to exist by il-
legal gains. But the old moral
standards seem to be lost in entir-
ety. What many people are striv-
ing for is to exist by means of im-
moral practices, if necessary. The
unfortunate realism is that many
who are corrupt and pay no atten-
tion to moral code prosper and en-
joy all the physical comforts, while
those who cling to moral discip-
lines are living in starvation.
Hence the question arises: What is
the use of being good; what dif-
ference does it make if one throws
overboard all moral teachings and
simply follows the crowd? But
the conscientious people cannot al-
low themselves to do so without
at the same time doing violence to
their conscience. Thus a serious
conflict develops in their minds.
The result is that many. o~ t}:lem
lose their hope in life and in the
world.

Indeed- the world in which we
live is in a period of the greatest
nervous tension, confusion and
restlessness. Many a Christian has
the feeling that even our religious
truths have somehow growii
empty.

The above picture is indeed a
very dark one; the entire world
seems to be totally without hope.
What does it mean to us as Chris-
tians?  Should we also lose hope
in the world? Our answer is def-
initely in the negative. For the
Christian faith is a message of
hope, and it is the responsibility
of us who are followers of .Jesus
Christ to bring hope to this appar-
ently hopeless world, for our Mas-
ter, Jesus Christ, never lost his
hope in any individual life or the
world.

We should not lose hope in the
world, because, first of all, we can-
not get away from the world in
which we live.
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man as "one who forgets the past
Chan Tzu, a famous Taoist, who
lived in the third century B. C. de-

fmed a supreme man or an Ideal
and seeks no information about the

future; who accepts everything
that comes to him with delight;
and who lets everything that he
does not desire to remain outside
of his consciou~ness.” That is to
say, for him, to cast off the
shackles of civilization and return
to the state of nature is the hope
of the world. Such is the doctrine
of Taoism in its dealings with the
world

In ‘the history of Christianity,
examp les para llel to the Taol St_ at _
titude are not entirely lacking.
There have been many among the
devoted Christians who have given
up hope in the world by fleeing
from it. Even today, there are
Christians who live in "ivory tow-
ers" completely isolating them-
selves from the outside, so that
they have no consciousness or
knowledge of the world which is
constantly and increasingly threat-
ened by the dangers that are
around us. To them, there is a
hope, but the hope is buried in ig-
norance which makes men either
see no peril around them or believe
that the dangers are not as bad as
they seem to be and will sooner or
later be over.

How long can Christians afford
to remain in the "ivory towers?"
That is a question which deserves
a good deal of thinking. In the
Oslo Conference, we are told that
communism was regarded as an
important background for most of
the discussion groups there. Do
we need any more convincing evi-
dence of the fact that we Chris-
tians are challenged by a dynamic
force which also claims to bring
hope to the world, and which is
gaining increasing influence? How
are we, as Christians, going to
meet this challenge?

The most effective way to meet
this challenge, it ~eems to me, is
to proclaim the message of hope
based on the Christian faith which
is more abiding than any of the
messages of hope the secular world
may promise. Fortunately, there
are also Christians today who real-
ize that to bring the message of
hope to the world is to depart from
the early and medieval monks by
going into the world, instead of
escaping from it. This means that
the cultivation of our private re-
ligious piety should be supplement-
ed by the actual operation of re-
ligious act by entering into the
world.

:md
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Second, we should not lose hope
~n the world because, hopeless. as
It may seem, the world can be m-~-

proved to become a better one If
we can learn to unite our efforts.

.O!ll-ceConfucius was ask~d by a
Disclple about .the ,~eanmg .of
death. He leplled, Not havmg
understood life, how can you un-
dere.tand death?" The answe! im-
pli~s two ,fundamental ~.ell ef.s
which tYPIfy t~e prevallmg a.ttl-
tudes of the Chmese. In the fI~St
place,.the world ?f natur~ of which
man IS a part, IS more Important
than the supernatural world, and
~an as a~ individual, li:ving in so-
clal relatiOns, has carrled oyt py
hUl?an efforts through mora e u-
catlon.

Indeed, there are Christians who
differentiate  themselves from the
medieval Catholics in holding that
the existing structure of society
has to be and can be changed, and
that human efforts are not inef-
fective, hence they attempt to go a
step further than the early Chris-
tians by taking interest in the
oresent world which has duration,
though looks an apparently hope-
less one.

We all note, of course, that the
~hange in the world is going on
on, but has never been so swift
as it is today. Our form of living
varies but also within a person's
own lifetime. Since our mode of
living has been greatly affected by
the external setting of lives, we
therefore require a new form of re-
[igion to fit into the new way of
life. In Abraham Lincoln's mes-
sage to Congress in 1862 he said,
"The dogmas of quiet are inade-
'luate to the stormy present-as
mr case is new, so we must think
anew." We cherish our Christian
heritage of the past, but we also
need to rethink our mission that
will bring hope to the world of tQ-
day.

Kitchen Hints

Jf your cake 1s coarse-grained, did you
use too much baking powder o1 too much
fat? Possibly you did not mix it suffi-
ciently, o1 baked it too slowly .All these
‘procedures  will cause a coarseness of
texture.
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Columbus Ohio, July, 1949

Eld. B. T. Hunt Honored

Eld. B. T. Hunt, Pastor of the
Mississippi Blvd. Christian
Church, and Principal of the Book-
er T. Washington High School of
Memphis, Tenn., received an award

of the Omega Psi Fraternity, Sun-
day, May 29th, for making tl].e
most outstanding contribution of

any Memphis Negro to his com-
munity.

The award, a plaque, was pre-
sented by the Epsilon Phi Chapter
of the National Negro college fra-

ternity at 2nd Congregational
Church, Walker and McDowell.
Dr. Montague Cobb of Howard

University Medical School gave
the address. Former recipients of
the award selected Eld. Hunt, one
of the first college trained teach-
ers in Negro public schools of
Memphis.

During World War Il he was

:me of Memphls’ most actlve Citl-

~erved. m al~ost'
every CIty project m whICh
Negroes have taken a part. Eld.
Hun.t is the Pastor of one of the
IE::admgc.hurches m our .Br.ot~er:

zene. H-~ has

hood. HIS church, the MISSISSIPPIConvention voted

Blvd. ,Christian Church, has the
distinguished honor of being the
only church in our Brotherhood
that:  has established another
church in the same city. They not
only organized the congregation,
but erected a new building at a
cost of some $25,000.00. The Mis-
sissippi Blvd. Church has been one
of the leaders in giving to missions
and the support of the National
Convention. The Christian Plea
~.alutes this distinguished pastor
and leader and the great church he
serves.

$1.00 Per Year-Single Copy 10e

'The President's Message
To the Ministry

My Dear Fellow-workers:

This is an important message
from one friend to another.

First of all, I sincerely hope your
church program is advancing be-
yond expectations at the beginning

of this year. This has been my
very happy experience. | hope it
\ is yours.

I am writing you because | be-
lieve in Jesus Christ and his chal-
lenge to his disciples, as recorded'
in Matthew 28:16-20. | also be-
lieve that you believe and are in-
terested in the co-operative, Chris-
tian program of our churches
through the National Christian
Missionary Convention.

This year, we shall hold the 34th

Annual Session of our National
gathering at Southern Christian
Institute, Edwards, Miss., on the
beautiful campus of the oldest

School of our Brotherhood for the
education of our people. Morever,
this year brings us to the close of
the first five years of our long-
range program which was initiated
in 1944 at Lexington, Kentucky.
We. have made remarkable pro-
gress during these last five years.
We are grateful to you and your
church for your fine co-operation
in making our achievements pos-
sible. Now, | am_ requesting you,
'plri%erfull and sincerely, to go a

e further” with us’in making
our coming convention, August
22-28, an overwhelming success.

Please try very hard to do the
following by July 31, 1949. ONE,
Send in your $10.00, which the
last year that
every Minister is to give to Dr. J.
F. Walker, Treasurer, 234 Hernan-
do St., Memphis, Tenn. If you can-
not give ten dollars, give five or
whatever you can. But give some-
thing. TWO, our attendance goal
is 1,000. We must have a mini-
mum of 5COpaid delegates. Please'
see to it that at least ONE del-
egate is sent from your Church;
if that person has to be YOU. Of
course, it would be wonderful if
lyour Sunday School and other
organizations could send a dele..

(Continued on Page 8)
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lieve that our faith in Jesus Christ

should blind us to the many social
evils that make our world a vale
of tears, nor serve as an opiate to
lull us to' sleep while our "Rome

monthly by the National
Missionary ~ Convention.

Eld. R. H. Davis, Pres. is burning."  With the same zeal
Eld. E. J. Dickson, Ex-Sec and vigor that we preach faith,
L. L. Dickerson, Editor. repentance, confession and bap-

Entered as second class matter at tism, we should contend for so-
Columbus, Ohio, under Section 538, P. cial, political and economic justice.
L. and R., 1940, paragraph 4, Act of Pork chops and biscuits, decent
February 28, 1925;39 U. S. C. 283. homes in which to live, good health
Publication  Offlce and the elimination of race preju-
93 North Ohio Ave. dice, discrimination and segrega-
Subscription  rates: tion here and now is as important
$1.00 per year, 10c single copy. to millions of the masses as milk
We go to press the 15th of each month. and honey, white robes and gold-
All news received after the 15th of the en crowns and "mansions in the
month will be published in the follow- sky" by and by. We have no sym-
" iD"™J;=is""s "ue",,'=========== pathy for those who call them-
selves Christians and those who
EDITORIAL call themselves preachers who do
In this ilO.suef the Plea there are NOt have the moral courage to meet
number of "Letters to the Edi- [ese issues head-on. We do not
a . ) believe we have to emphasize one
tor” ~We appreci$lte them all. phase of the gospel at the expense
When we were appointed Editor, of the other. We believe in the
we had no illusions of grandeur as \WHOLE GOSPEL. We need min-
to our own inte“ectual abllItIeS in isters in our pulprts Wlth fa|th
we wondered whether or not we~the faith once delivered to the
would be able to do a good jOb We saints" and courage enough to
still have our doubts. However the work and f|ght and if necessary
letters of commendation we re- die that all men might have 'flife,
ceive are good for our morale. In |ip~rty and the pursuit of happi-
appreciation we pledge ourselves pess.”

to try a little harder to do a better
job. In one of the letters our good n\r. L. L. Dickerson
friend Dr. John Eubanks of At- g3 North Ohio Avenue
lanta, Ga., said in part, "it is my cgolumbus. Ohio
feeling that your mind has chang- C

Dear Mr. Dickerson:

ed." Evidently the Dr. was recall-

ing an incident in Nashville, Ten-  Thank you for the excellent edi-
nessee, at our National Convention torial in the May CHRISTIAN
when our "fundamentalist con- PLEA entitled "Another Dilem-
cept" of the gospel seemed to run rna." It was logical, sound, and
counter to his "social concept” of thoroughly Christian. 1 used it to
the gospel. It seems from his let- support one of my points in my
ter that Dr. Eubanks believes that Baccalaureate sermon to our grad-
we have finally arrived at his point uates today. | called attention to
of view in my thinking. . your editorial and urged everyone

We have the highest regard for to read it

Mr. Eubanks. We believe him to In my sermon | had three points.
be a sincere Christian gentleman | suggested that many people with
of great vision, ability and cour- all the ability and training- neces-
age. It is just possible that our sary for real leadership, avoided
failure to fully understand each and hid from that responsibility
other was the basis for any dis- and privilege because: 1. They
agreement we may have had. How- lacked a great faith-a  faith in
ever there is one thing we would God, a faith in their fellow men, a

like to make clear, and that s, faith in themselves; 2. They were
WE HAVE NOT CHANGED. In complacent and indifferent; and
matters of religious faith we are 3. They placed selfish secudty
still fundamentalist in our think- apove [O.erviceYou can see how. |
ing. We believe that salvation is would make good use of your edl-
by grace through faith in Jesus torjal in connection with my third
Christ as the only begotten Son point. J agreed with you that there

are entirely too many of us who
ethics and morality can be taught Oppose segregation In one area,
successfully as a religious con- but approve it and fight for it
cept, but ONLY as a corollary, \when it provides a job for us.

the consequence of one's faith in Many ministers would preach
Jesus Christ. But we do NOT be- against it except that it might of-

of God. We do NOT believe that

July, 1949

fend some member of the congre-

gation. We thus tone down our
message and our witness to the
level of the least loyal and devoted
member of our church, and wonder
why our churches are not effec-
tive. What shall it profit a church
though it retain all its members
and lose its own soul? It thus
makes true the indictment that the
ChrilOtian Church is the most seg-
regated institution in our whole
social order.

Segregation is wrong no matter
who practices it nor for what
reason. That it brings some good
to someone still does not justify
it. Two wrongs never make a right.
The end never justifies the means.
There just is no way to defend
segregation.

There are those who say that
we must have it as long as there
is prejudice and misunderstand-
ing among us. But they fail to
realize which causes what. ~re-
judice does not cause segregatlOn.
It is exactly the other way around
-segregation produces prejudice.
Preju~ise is the res.ult of ignorance
and misunderstandmg. Keep people
separat~d and apart and they will
never come to understand each
other. There will always be pre-
.iu-dice.But remove the barriers, do
away with segregation, make it
possible for people to get together
a~-brothers of the same family of
God, and all of our foolish fears
and prejudices will disappear as
the night with the coming of the
dawn.

But the place to begin in the
removal of any evil from Society
is with ourselves. The Golden Rule
applies here as well as it does any-
where else.

Sincerely,
John Long

THE CHRISTIAN PLEA
Elder L. L. Dickerson, Editor
93 North Ohio Avenue
Columbus 3, Ohio
Dear Elder Dickerson:

| take this method to commend
you on your recent article appear-
ing in the Christian Plea, entitled
"Another Dilemma."

Information given out by the
Christian Plea to the Brotherhood
is most valuable and it seems to

me that it should be easy to get
subscriptions.
W'th

b t .h |
1 very es WISes, alm
Yours very tru vy,
J. E. Walker, M. D.

ON TO S. C. I. NATIONAL
CONVENTION, AUG. 22-27



