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WHITE MINISTERS preaching in Negro churches is a frequent occurrence in all
parts of the United States. The practice of pulpit exchanges is growing. Above,
Dr. John ‘rate of the Virginia State Missionary Society speaks in the Louden Avenue

Church of Roanoke, Va.

Home Investigated

Washington, D.C. (RNS)-An investi-
gation of alleged racial discrimination  at
the Presbyterian Home for aged women
here has been ordered by the Washington
City Presbytery.

It took the action after
B. Taylor declare that "no matter how
high-class o1 cultured the applicant is,
if she's colored she can't get in."

"If  we discriminate on color on this
particular  thing, how can we call ourselves
Christians ~"  Mr. Taylor asked.

The Presbytery then adopted a resolu-
tion to ask its representatives on the
Home's board of trustees "to ascertain
the attitude of the Home on the possible
reception of members of our three colored
churches."

James C. Fahl, sponsor
said its purpose was to "make
reconsider the question."

hearing Halley

of the motion,
the Horne

Problems

Minn.  (RNS)-A pastor
church has opened a per-
clinic in downtown Min-

Personal

Minneapolis,
of a suburban
sonal problems
neapolis.

Donald
Baptist
the clinic,
the church's
on a personal

N. Ekerholm, pastor of Elim
church, Anoka, Minn., planned
he said, in the conviction that
message often must be taken

contact basis to people who

need its help.

"A great deal of distress prevalcnt to-
day,” he said, "is not mental illness but
spiritual  difficulty.”

Mr. Ekerholm, 35, had a similar Coun-

seling office at Oquawka, Ill., from 1939 to

1944, when he served as pastor of the
town's two churches, one Methodist and
the other Presbyterian.

Across the Brotherhood

* Virginia Nichols, former faculty mem-
ber at Southern Christian Institute, has
been a missionary in  Phoenix, Natal
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clothes
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South  Africa for
recent newsletter  from her reveals
she is busily engaged with the
tasks of an educational  missionary.
year students at S. C. 1. made
for one of the families Miss
serves.

se,'eral  years

* Reports from the Pension Fund and
Board of Church Extension show that
the average Disciple of Christ minister
gets  $",090 (including parsonage) per
year. Eighty-five per cent of our min-
isters live in church parsonages. 'I.'he
average minister  preaches 3. years, re-
tires at 69.6 years and lives to be 69.6
years old or better.

Tobias  addressed the annual
Meet held recently

of Columbia, Mo.

* Robert
Disciples  Ministers'
in the First Church
He listed the renewal of the Church,
prohlems  of integrating organized  mis-
sions with the ecumenical movement,
and ideological and  theological strug-
gles between Protestant, Greek Orthodox
and Roman Catholic churches, as being
major issues which must be met in the
second assembly of the World Council
of 'Churches.

e Field Secretary Annabelle Jackson of
the National Christian ~ Missionary Con-
vention recently met with an advisory
committee  to study plans for the re-
vis:on of requirements  for receiving the

Missionary  Award.  Emphasis was placed
on a deadline for reports well in advance
of the national meeting.

e Mrs. Lin D. Cartwright of St. Louis,

Brotherhood depends

on you. Make vyour
life a part of the
solution.
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Mo., passed away recently. She was a
member of the Union Avenue Church in
St. Louis. Her husband is editor of The
CllIl'istian-Evangclist.
Watson Feted

Missouri and Kansas chu rches com-
bined recently to sponsor a series of serv-
ices honoring R. Wesley Watson of Kan-

sas City, Mo., for the forty yem's of
service he has rendered in the Christian
ministry.. Sharing honors  with  Evan-
gelist Watson were his wife, a registered
nurse in Kansas City, Mo., and Miss
Emma L. Watson, a sister from 'Vest-
field, N. J.

'rhe  Centennial Church  of St.
Mo., launched the  observance with a
special Sunday morning  service. Mrs.
Cheerful  Alphin, chairman of the event,
made p“esentations to the Watson fam-
ily. A message entitled "For Forty
Years-With Singleness  of Heart," \\as
delivered by William K. Fox, minister
at the Centennial Church. The three
church  choirs sang, and a brief recep-
tion followed.
The Eighth
City, Kan.,

Louis,

Street Church of Kansas
and the West Paseo Church
of Kansas City, Mo., combined in the
sponsorship of another  observance.

S. S. Myers, minister at the West
Paseo Church, delivered the principal ad-
dress on the theme, "This Ministry."
R. L. Saunders, minister at Eighth Street
Church, and W. S. Sims, Sr., minister at
the La\Hence, Kan., church, made ad-
ditional  addresses.

Letters  of appreciation
from church and civic
out the nation.

'Vhile in St. Louis, the 'Vatsons
th!3 house guests of Mr. and :Mrs.
Bush, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gladney,
and Mrs. Elvin Hart, Mr. -and Mrs. Elihu
Oliphant, Mrs. Letha Parham, Mrs.
Florence Russell, Mrs. :Mary 'Vashington,
Mrs.  Mary  Jones, and MI'. and Mrs.
W. K. Fox.

Others  highlighting the
Kan., observance were: Mr.
ter, Mrs. A. W. Dauvis, Dr. Frank K
Ellis, Dr. M. -M. QIH'en, Mr. Bruce Mc-
Donald, and Mastel' W. S. Sims, Jr.

received
through-

were
leaders

were
Levy
Mr.

Kansas  City,
G. B. Bus-

At Mount Olivet
by
H. M. Evans*

‘I'ne Mt. Olivet Church in Baltimore,
Md., is promoting a vigorous program  of
evangelism. Within  the past six months,
over thirty persons have  joined the
church.

"Our
arc  being

Year of Evangelism" materials
adapted to the local church
situation. A feature project of the de-
partment of evangelism is a Bible class

which meets every Sunday at 5:00 p. u

‘Chai'-1lwn  of the Depm-tlllent of Evan-
rle/ism at the Mt. Olivet Chnrch. C. L.
Whitfield is the ministel'

(See page 92.)
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COlOI‘ (Fl'orn page 87.)

groups being unclel' the Lordship of Christ, are
egmJly responsible for making race relations bettel-.
FOI' the past two and a half decades, the Disciples
of Christ have been experimenting with the idea of a
I'acially united brotherhood. They have been con-
cerned primarily with the administrative aspects. Up
until] 945, the approach was mostly one of segrega-
tion. The National Christian Missionary Convention
was an all-Negro program hom the ground up.
However, in 1945, at the suggestion of some Negro
Disciple leadership, the National Chdstian Mission-
ary Convention was organized on a new basis. It
began operation under the statutes of rrennessee, and
was directed by an executive committee” made up of
twelve Negroes representing the convention and nine
representatives of the United Christian Missionary
Society and other Disciple agencies and boards."
Though work among Negroes is still classified as
"N egro Missions” and the Year Book for Disciples
still designates Negro ministers with an "n" before
their names, efforts are being made in other aspects
of the organized work to effect what Frank S.
Loescher calls "a more equitable representation.”
Negro Disc:ples like to feel that such representa-
tion is made on the basis of merit and ability, rather
than just race and color. This process has taken
place in the International  Convention of Disciples of
Christ, the Home of State Missions Planning Council,
and the Board of Managers of the United Christian
Missionary  Society, but has not been given a try in
the Board of Trustees of the United Christian Mis-
sionary  Society.

HINKING in terms of the whole of American
Christendom, it is through the voluntary associa-
tions of the councillar organizations, that vast numbers

MRS. MARJORIE C. PARKER, secretary
of the National Convention, interprets
Negro Disciples to her fellow-workers.

to the staff
prohlems of

FEBRUARY, 1954

SOME PEOPLE feel that the Church has the key to
the race problem. They mge more persistent -action.

of Negroes receive a meaningful
tian brotherhood.

Negroes take active parts on all phases
programs in almost all parts of America. In the past
year a notable number of ministerial alliances (par-
ticularly in the South) have elected administrative
officers of Negroid and Indian extraction.

rrhe youth eamp and conference movement has
been equally as vigorous in this area of color and

experience of Chris-

of such

the Chmch.  Christian youth within both Protestant-
ism and Catholicism, have acted and spoken out. A
crowning testimony of such action can be found in

the person of Mr. Kenneth Henry. IVIr.Henry is the
junior college student from Jarvis Christian College
in Hawkins, Texas, which represented the entire Dis-
ciple brotherhood at the third world youth conference
at 'lI'ravancore, India. He traveled with [VIr.NewtOll
Fowler, a fellow Disciple youth and representative

from Georgia.

Kenneth Henry brought messages
many youth groups of churches
conservative areas of our country.

The trend is more toward the New Testament
Church the Disciples of Christ movement was or-
dained to restore.  The first chapters of Acts ring
the unity of that powerful fellowship.

Possibly more than ever, though, the so-called
Negro church must rise to the occasion with a greater
concern for helping the process along. Perhaps it
must take the initiative in showing the world what
Christ really meant by love.

rrhe Negro churchman is challenged to join hands
in a lov~ offensive. ]le will not walk alone; there
are many churchmen in all races and nations whose
hands will reach gladly for his.

Brotherhood  depends on you.
your life a part of the solution?

on his trip to
in the most socially

,Von't you make
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Vacation School

TIME-Several

(From page 139.)

factors affect the time for a vaca:-
tion church school. For example: the availability of
good leaders; the closing of public school; an allow-
ance of time for boys and girls to have sufficient re-
laxation from classroom routines; the availability
of church facilities and equipment; and the effect other
community organization programs might be having
upon the interests and time of children.

Many churches are now planning vacation church
schools for mid or late summer, because the children
seem more ready (psychologically) than soon after the
public school closes. Too, there are less conflicts with
the programs of playgrounds, scouts and other com-
munity agencies.

A five-day week program from 9:00 AmM. to 11:00
AM. or 9:00 AM. to 12 noon for a two- to three-week

period, is the usual schedule found in the average
church.

WORKERS.-The success of the instructional phase
of the program is dependent wupon the ability to se-

cure good workers. However, if we look about us, we
will find a vast resource for such leadership. There are
the public school teachers, church school teachers, week-
day school instructors, young people with summer con-
ference experiences, college youth home for the sum-
mer, members of young adult classes, and workers in
other fellowship groups. Give everybody a chance to
say" yes."

The school will need a director or supervisor.
department and class will need teachers
The teacher or departmental head will have the major
responsibility  for the work of the department. One
or more helpers will be needed in each department or
class, depending upon the number of children and age
levels.

Each
and helpers.

Oxnam

be happy to discuss them and him."

Mr. Mclintire, on his departure, said he
would send late audited accounts to Bishop
Oxnam in Washington, listing every gift
to his organizations.

At a press conference preceding his

(From page 88.)

DIS'CIPLES OF CHRIST plan at the administrative
mittees.
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rally, Dr. Mclntire said that the member-
ship of the American Council, "plus af-
filiated organizations, plus individuals who
have expressed support"”
more than 1,200,000.

level through interracial com-
The curriculum committee above is an example.

TRAINING.-After the workers have been secured,
there should be some plan followed for training them.
Directors and teachers can receive invaluable prepara-
tion at denominational and interdenominational  vaca-
tion school institutes. These institutes are held in
many communities under the sponsorship of various
types of church federations.

Again, the local church may set up a training pro-
gram for vacation school workers. General courses on
teaching chil::1ren in the local church can be offered.

MATERIALS.-The selection of materials is de-
pendent upon such things as: the size of the group and
the space availahle for use; needs of children for wor-
ship; and study, work, and play experiences planned.

There are two types of school organization followed.
The following is an outline of each:

I. Departmental Graded

1. Kindergarten-four-  and five-year-old children.

2. Primary-six- and seven-year-old children.

3. Junior-nine-, ten-, and eleven-year-old children.

4. Intermediate.-twelve-, thirteen-, and fourteen-
year-old children.

I1. Broadly Graded

1. Kindergarten-Primary-four- to eight-year-old
children.

2. Junior-Intermediate-nine- to fourteen-year-old
children.

In selecting your materials, it is well to follow the
theme suggested by the national department of Chris-
tian education. For example, this year the theme is
"The Church.”  Cooperative vacation school texts and
other informational material can be secured from the
Christian Board of Publication at Beaumont and Pine
Boulevard, Box 179, St. Louis 3, Missouri.

What about having a vacation church school at your
church this summer?

Mount Olivet

The Bible class is a nucleus for leader-
ship training group. Instruction is given
on the history and doctrine of the Dis-
ciples of Christ. Later, some of the
members are selected for training in
visitation evangelism.

The parish is divided into geographi-
cal sections, and a visitation team as-
signed to work in each area. Our
prospect list is constantly being enlarged,
while at the same time the success of
the visitation program is paring it down.

Names of prospects are gathered from
such varied sources as: casual conversa-
tions, newspapers, and church school
children.

TLe derartment on evangelism studies
the general it'formation receiyed on each
prospect. Names are then given to teams
the department feels are most suited to
make the approach. A team consists of
two persons. They may be two men,
two women, or a husband and wife.

An entire family is often brought into
the church fellowship through our visita-
tion program. Eighty-five per cent of our
intermediates, and seventy-five per cent
of our juniors are baptized members.

(li'Tom page 90.)

totaled slightly
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"EVEN LIMIT TO SLAVE

Month Made for Victory
BY

CHARLES H. WEBR

The National Christian Mi~sionary Con-
vention needs the month of March each
year to catch up with the responsibility
which it has accepted in providing a serv-
ice program for the churches. Our goal
for the current year is $12,000.00 of a
$34,550.00 budget. Yet, the treasurer's
report, after one-fourth of the year had
passed, revealed that our" churches
had reported less than $500.00.

By February 1, 1954,
additional had  been
with almost one-half of the year
we had hardly met one-tenth
obligation  to the budget.

less than
received.

$1000

Thus,
passed,
of our

‘fhe  month of March has been set
aside as a time in which our deficiences
in giving might be overcome. It is a
time when pastors, Christian Women's
Fellowship ~ and missionary  society presi-
dents, church school and youth leaders,
as well as other local church workers,
can make a concerted effort to lay the
work and program of the brotherhood
upon the hearts of the people at home.

to the National
Convention are
dollars, because each
dollar must do double duty. It must be
"held tight" until  the wisdom of its
release is absolutely certain. Then it
must be "cut up" into as many parts
as there are causes to be supported, i.e.
missions,  education, evangelism, l'ecruit-
ment, and benevolence. Finally, your
dollar must be "stretched thin" to
cover each facet of the designated need.

Yes, your dollars are
but even as slaves there
what they can do. That
.March the churches will want to give
more so that neither the needs nor the
dollars  will  suffer. March is National
Convention  Month-The Month  of Chal-
lenge, and a month made for victory.

‘fhe dollars
Christian
hard-working

you give
Missionary

slave  do-lars,
is a limit to
is why during

‘National dil'ectol’ of ch"l'ch development
nnd evangelism fo,. the National Chl'istian
Missiona,.y Convention.

MARCH, 1954

DOLLARS"-

WEBB

GOING OVER THE RECORDS, Director Webb sees a need for your church's giving

more to the convention this month than ever befOl'e. Mr. Webb directs a program

for the spiritual as well as physical improvement of our churches.

Trustees ACt -Convention Administration_: 'I.'rustec
Board granted the Convention assembly

The Board of Trustees for the Na-  recording  secretary an annual  honor-
tional  Christian Missionary Convention arium to be applied on expenses for sen-
endorsed  actions  during a recent meet- ices rendered.  Such amount is to be pro-
ing  designed to advance the general vided in the 1953-54 budget.
program  of the Convention. -

A report from the office of President Jesse Badt_er Recognltlgn: Trustee
L. L. Dickerson includes  a listing  of Board _authorlzed Executive Sef:retary
endorsements such as the following: E. J. Dickson to S‘?“‘_j a $25.00 gift and

. . . a letter of appreciation to Dr. Jesse

Christian  Education-Policy endorsed Bader upon his retirement from the joint
by the ‘'l'rustees Board whereby "™l.'he department of evangelism of the Na-
state or area board shall have the right tional Council of Churches.
to appoint a conference and camp com-
mittee  that will work with the director Rosa Page Welch Scholarship: ‘I.'rus-
in the selecting of the faculty and tee Board commissioned a committee
working out the details" for the con- consisting of S. S. Meyers, Miss Jessie
ference and camp programs. “This  com- Trout, Mrs. Raymond McDuffey, Charles
mittee  will consult with the Director of Sherman and Mrs. Z. M. Peoples (chair-
the National Conference and Camp' Pro- man) to secure the Iemaining  pledges
gram, and the Director of Christian needed to complete the fund.
education of the National Christian Mis- Tentative Budget: ‘frustee  Board ap-
sionary  Convention, and also the state proved the following tentative  budget
director of Christian  education.” for 1953-54-

Missionary  Education: Trustee Board Salaries $21,844.60
sanctioned directi ve to all women's (Another  secretary  included)

. . . ‘rravel 6,000.00
groups to support the Capitol for King- .
dom Building" project (i. e. manse at Office Expense 2,000.00
i ) Program 2,900.00
All  Peoples  Church) "in  lieu of any
other special projects this year." (See page 100.)
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The Plea Platform

1. The promotion of the National-
Christian Missionary Convention.

2. The promotion of a high quality
churchmanship.

3. The promotion of open forum on
ideas relevant to Kingdom Building.

4. The promotion of constructive
proposal and evaluation.

5. The promotion of dutiful
to all patrons.

6. 'L'he promotion of New Testament
doctrine and principle.

service

Receiving the Plea

If you are not receiving The Plea as
you feel you should, we are anxious to
know the reason. It may be because of
one of the following situations:

1. Your name plate has a faulty impres-
sion and your name, street, town or
state is misspelled.

2. You have moved and left no forward-
ing address.

3. Your subscription has lapsed.

4. Your paper is being sent to the wrong
address, but being kept by the persons
receiving it.

5. Our office has not yet changed the
address on your name plate.

Please drop us a card or letter if you are

having any sort of difficulty like the above

or if you know of other Plea patrons who
mentioned similar problems to you.

Send all and
money to:

The Christian Plea

P. O. Box 4427

Wade Station

St. Louis, Missouri

correspondence
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---The Sounding Board

SOUL CENTERED

Editor, The Christian Plea:

| have read with interest your two
editorials in the January issue of The
CMistian Plea, and feel inclined to ex-
press an opinion on both. However, |
will confine my comments to the well-writ-
ten statement on "The Heart of Evange-
lism. "

Your editorial has well said that" Evan-
gelism begins at the center of your own
souL” A Christian's concern for his
fellow-man always begins where his atti-
tudes are born and where his basic con-
victions are hibernated. It is therefore
a fact that men \vho are zealous sonl-
seekers are men whose souls and spirits
have been fired with the facts of the
singular purpose and the inclusive mes-
sage of the" Son of God."

Yes, the "heart" of evangelism is
Christian faith, or as you have put it
"your own souL"™ However, the core of
that heart is Christ. B. H. Bruner states
this point well in his book, Evangelism
in the New Testament, when he says,

"Jesus  Christ himself is the heart of
Christianity.' ,
For a number of years many of us

have hesitated in acknowledging one vital
phase of evangelism which can mean the
difference between strength and weakness
in the witness of the Church in our mod-
ern community. ‘'Ehere is a need for
converted Christians. Too many Chris-
tians have never been converted.

They are members of the (Christian)
Church because their parents or grand-
parents were. They have reasons for their
church membership, but those reasons are

biological rather than theological. We
take their conversion for granted. When
such CMistians aTe converted, there will
be a new era in evangelism, indeed, in
CMuistendom.

When Christ really becomes central,
our state of indifference toward those

that are in need of his redemptive grace
will be changed to an attitnde of anxiety
and urgency in the name of Christ.

Furthermorc, the heart of evangelism
beats stronger when the responsibility for
it becomes personal. | like your state-
ment "your own soul.” It undoubtedly
must have taken root in the passage of
Matthew 16:26. It degeneralizes our
"work of faith."

The Church is not God's evangel; God's
evangel is the Christian! When the world
is won for Christ, it will not be won by
battalions, but by single spies. Bruncr
again points out that "With a group of
trained individuals who know what New
'l'estament evangelism really is-its mo-
tive, its message, its inclusiveness, its
method-we can expect permanent results
in the life of the Church and the world."
-CHARLES H. WEBB, Indianapolis,
Ind.

PREPARE THEM

Editor, The CMistian Plea:
‘Ehe timely and thought-provoking
editorial, "Give Them a Chance,” which

appeared in the January issue of The
CMistian Plea, sets forth an ideal we
often think about. However, we are

usually baffled when we consider the
matter of "how."

As | see it, the challenge might in-
clude a congregation's giving money
until it hurts.  'Ehis would mean that
the idea of getting something without
paying the full price for it would have
to be abandoned by many churches.

'1'he challenge might include the neces-
sity of doing something about a useless
church board which has never done any-
thing .constructive in real churchman-
ship.

Again, the challenge might mean rais-
ing the sights of a local elders' board
which has served so long a time trying
to "restore the ancient order of things,"
that it is deaf to the essential demands
of the Sermon on the Mount, as well as
the social, economic, and political prob-
lems of the community. They do not
see how these relate to the whole matter
of Christian stewardship

The challenge to "Give Them a
Chance"™ might very well include many
other real life situations, but suffice it

to say that they are there and must be
dealt with courageously and definitely.

As a brotherhood, it should be our aim
to afford our seminary men an educa-

tional experience that will prepare
them to enter such real life situations.
(Internship under a competent pastor in
a progressive chur.ch for one or two
years will help.)

The seminary student can then say
"yes" to a congregation, for he will
have been prepared to cope with real

situations. Likewise, the congregation
will be ready to respond to a progressive

program, as well as pay for full-time
ministerial service.-J. F. WHITFIELD,
Washington, D. C.

SEND MORE
Editor, The CMistian Plea:

You will find enclosed a postal money
order covering the sale of 24 Christian
Pleas during January and February.

Please send 12 each month. vVe find
that we can sell more through this method.
-RICHARD L. COLE, Little Rock, Ark.

POSITIVE TERMS

Editor, The CMistian Plea:

| read with a great deal of interest the
eg.itorial, "Heart of Evangelism,” which
appeared in the January issue of The
ChTistian Plea. | think it is good for
Christians to be reminded in postive
terms of their duties and obligations to
the Faith.

It is an all too common occurrence to
find that we have become lax in giving
expression to a way of life that we so
firmly believe in. Thus it is that we
occasionally find ourselves pointing with
pride at those who are actually putting

(See page 99.)
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Why the National Convention?

AN you answer that question 1 Why is it so impor-
tant for your church and mine to support the work

of the National Christian Missionary Convention 1
‘What program does it propose, or values preser:e,
which present a challenge to your church and mme

this month, month

following

or any other
is a fivefold reply.

FiTst the convention is an answeT
need i~ the light of OUT pTesent
greater portion of our brotherhood,

in the yearl The

to a pTactlcal
society. For the
plannin.g and t~e

concern of church leadership is still mamfested m
terms of the majority (racial) group. 'I'hough not
always intended, program, personnel, policy, and

strategy are all developed in this light alone.
Usually the interests of the minority (racial) group
are brought in as an afterthought, as secondary to

the main objective, as a phase of "home missions,”
or not at all.
Through the National Christian Missionary Conven-

tion over 500 churches,
cial) group membership,
plahning a more practical and inclusive prospectus.

Second, the convention is an avenue fOT pinpointing
the general bToth61"hood pl'ogTam. Possibly eighty
per cent of the churches cooperating with the Na-
tional Convention are town and country churches
being served by a part-time ministry. Somebody
must interpret the program objectives of the total
brotherhood work to these churches.  This should be
done with simplicity and directness. Such a job is
the primary responsibility of every state secretary,
but most state secretaries need help.

By providing a staff of five full-time workers and
three part-time workers, definite ways are adopted
for pinpointing the general brotherhood program for
many churches that would probably otherwise never
be impressed.

made up of a minority (ra-
can assist in giving area

ThiTd, the convention helps to develop ChuTch lead-
eTship.  Still struggling for first-class citizenship, as
well as first-class Church membership, Negro Chris-

are often denied the
leadership, of which many of

tians (Disciple and otherwise)
experiences of Church
them are capable.
Through the leadership demands of the convention,
efficiency in churchmanship has opportunity for

growth. Through the field-staff approach, adminis-
trative  abilities are exercised, discovered, and de-
veloped.

Looking forward to the ecumenical Church, in its
truest sense, the National Christian Missionary Con-
vention has opportunity  for training a leadership
capable of assuming responsibility in any area of
Christendom.

FouTth  the convention pl'ovides the stimulation  of

a necessdTY fellowship. Since the convention repre-
sents some 60,000 Negro Disciples of Christ who are
scattered over some thirty states and areas, there is

MARCH, 1954

need for a rallying point. The National Convention
provides that point.

Further, by bhaving an interracial leadership
throughout the entire program, many laymen, coming

from sections of the Church where such experiences

are very limited, develop deeper appreciations for
the brotherhood and the importance of the general
work.

Fifth, the convention pTovides channels whereby

YOW" inteTests can be officially Tepl'esented.
times in the promotion of the general

Many
program, the

brotherhood administration is called upon to gather
in the general opinion of Negro Disciples. In the ad-
ministrative  officials of the convention, the field staff,
the National Board, and the Board of Trustees, the
brotherhood  administration is afforded reliable and

official resource for securing such opinion.
Not only March, but every week and month in

the year, the program of the National Christian Mis-
sionary Convention should present a challenge to
your conscience and to your church. It is worthy
of support.  Of necessity, it must be carried on. Do
something concrete this month by sending in some
money!

Men of Destiny Lead

HE convention is led by n.len wl~ohav~ successf.'llly

pursued meaningful purposes m thelr own h:es.
In the picture above Executive Secretary E. J. DICk-
son on the left, is conferring with Vice-President
M. 'F. Mitchell of Los Angeles, California; Treasurer
J. E. Walker of Memphis, Tennessee; and Nominating
Committee Chairman S. S. Myers of Kansas City,
Missouri.

Not shown
Columbus Ohio current
and arde~t ad~ocate for

and convention program.
These churchmen are typical

who lead the convention.

is L. L. Dickerson of
president of the convention
a more adequate ministry

in this picture

of the men of destrﬁy
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Ministers Protest

Alexandria, Va. (ENS) The Ministe-
rial Association here has added its sup-
port to an increasing number of clergy
groups in the South advocating the abo-
lition of racial segregation in Assem-
blies and transportation facilities.

This action was taken in support of a
tentative plan of Delegate Armistead
Boothe to request the Virginia General
Assembly, now in session, to set up a
state commission to consider the whole
matter of race relations in Virginia.

"This is the first time | have ever had
the announced support of this group on
the question, which | regard as the voice
of the Protestant leaders in my constit-
uency," said Mr. Boothe.

A resolution adopted by the Ministe-
rial Union said in part:

"Discrimination  between Christians is
contrary to religious principle, and dis-
crimination between American citizens
is contrary to democratic principle, and
should be eliminated as the conservative
progress of society permits "

Mr. Boothe's proposed bill would
create a 21-member Commission with
equal representation from business, la-

bor, women's organizations, churchmen
and educators, with six members se-
lected from the legislature.

Help for Aged

Denver (ENS) The executive board of
the Colorado Council of Churches has
voted to ask the governor and state legis-
lature to establish a Commission on the
Aging.

In a bulletin to members of Protestant
churches all over the state, Clark P. Gar-
man, Denver, director of the Council's
department of social education and ac-
tion, announced and explained the pro-
gram.

He said problems of the aging are
growing every day but added that the
Colorado old age pension and a proposal
for state old people's homes now under
consideration are not the entire answer.

The church group suggested that the
proposed Commission should undertake a
census of old people in the state, and a
study of their employment and recrea-
tional problems.

Churchmen Frame Guide

(Ncoc) For the first time Protestant
spokesmen in New York State, in their
dealings with the Legislature, are being
guided by a statement of principles
widely approved by church groups
throughout the state. Framed by the
Legislative Committee of the N. Y. State
Council of Churches, the statement de-
clares the churches' position on mat-
ters ranging from child labor to gam-

bling. During the current legislative ses-
sion, it will serve to steer the committee
during its weekly deliberations at Al-
bany, held to keep the lawmakers in-
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formed on church attitudes
cific issues.

In their policy declaration the church-
men went on record in favor of legisla-
tion that would curb widespread liquor
consumption as a menace to home and
community, enlarge the chaplain service
in state-operated mental hospitals and
prisons, remove exploitation of child
labor on farms and in industry, extend
health and housing benefits to farm la-
bor migrants and wipe out labor hiring
abuses affecting them.

The committee also reaffirmed its long-
standing  opposition to discrimination
based on race, religion or national ori-
gin; favored strengthening domestic re-
lations laws to help preserve' (the sanc-
tity of marriage and home"; opposed at-
tempts to ease gambling restrictions; op-
posed capital punishment and urged
sound laws to rehabilitate youthful law-
breakers.

‘raking cognizance of the role of the
churches in national issues, the state-
ment pledged anew state-level coopera-
tion with the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and
with various denominational agencies on
matters affecting the country at large.

The 15-member legislative committee
has been expressing the views of the
churches to N.Y. State lawmakers for
a number of years, declared T. L. Conklin,
Syracuse, N. Y., associate general secre-
tary of the state Council. As in the past,
he said, the committee will continue to
meet weekly and voice its position in
weekly statements addressed to constit-
uent local councils and church associations
and conferences, as well as to legislators.
Chairman of the group is Wallace T.
Viets, of Albany, N. Y.

toward spe-

Minister to Soldiers

(NCcC)  For the third year in a row
Protestant pastors and other church lead-
ers are engaged in a three-month preach-
ing mission to the men and women in the
U. S. Armed Forces stationed through-
out the nation. '1'0 carry out the proj-
ect, organized by the Department of
Evangelism of the National Council of
Churches and sponsored jointly by the
department and the General Commission
on Chaplains, more than 120 volunteers
will conduct some 60 week-long missions
at military bases through the first three
months of the year.

The speakers, who receive only their
traveling expenses in return, will hold
mass meetings at the camps, conduct re-
ligious services at base hospitals, lead
conferences for Sunday school teachers
and officers, engage in personal counsel-
ing and meet with the chaplains.

At many of the camps the preaching
missions will highlight observance of
Religious Emphasis Week in the Armed
Forces and services will be held simul-
taneously by representatives  of the

three  major
1954 renewal

faiths. Announcing the
of the project, Dr. Jesse
M. Bader, retiring directOl: of evan-
gelism for the National Council, said,
,(The churches of the nation are
not forgetting their chaplains whom
they have ordained and sent forth on a
high mission of service. And they are
not forgetting their men and women of
the Armed Forces who are in their mem-
berships. These missions are a united
effort on the part of the churches,
through the National Council, in behalf
of the moral and spiritual welfare of
our men and women in the military
training centers."

Morality Sunday Observed

Little Rock, Ark. (ENS) Civic Moral-
ity Sunday was observed in all churches
of this community whose pastors are
affiliated with the Greater Little Rock
Ministerial ~Alliance.

'I'ne ministers read from their pulpits
or had printed in their church bulletins
a resolution adopted by the Alliance
calling for prayers for "those in posi-
tions of temporal power.”  The resolu-
tion also urged cooperation with mer-
chants "who refrain from selling in-
toxicants or lewd and suggestive litera-
ture and who do not operate their stores
on Sunday."

"In order that we may have a cllJan,

moral city in which to rear our chil-
dren,” the resolution said, "the Greater
Little Rock Ministerial Alliance asks

you, at the beginning of this new year,
to join us in dedication to a higher
standard of Christian citizenship."

Dr. Dale Cowling of Second Baptist
Church commented that Christians are
"under obligation” to make their com-
munity Christian.

Need Program for Old

(NCGC)  Churches have an important
role to play in meeting needs of the na-
tion's  senior citizens, but too few
churches have fully accepted this respon-
sibility, a social welfare expert asserted
this week. Miss Catherine Lee Wahlstrom
of the National Council of Churches cited
the 62 nonprofit clubs and centers serving
older people in New York City as a case
in point. Of these, she said, only "a
handful" are located in church buildings
or sponsored by religious groups. She
called on churches to devote more time to
advancing the welfare of older persons.

Observing that thirteen-and-a-half-mil-
lion U.S. citizens are older than 65,years,
Miss Wahlstrom pointed out that "the
aging have, for the first time in history,
become a numerically significant group."”
'I'nis group, she maintained, suffers many
losses:  "Loss of family, work, status,
health and income."

Homes for the aged, Miss Wahlstrom
said, have developed new approaches and
techniques in recent years. Among these
are attractive, cheerful surroundings for
persons who need congregate care be-
cause of emotional or physical disabili-
ties; staff psychiatrists and psychiatric

(See page 97.)
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For Old,

caseworkers to help with social and emo-
tional problems; varied activity programs;
a nonresident-aid program to older peo-
ple in the community at large to enable
senior citizens in good health to remain
independent of institutional care.

Miss Wahlstrom, associate director of
the National Council of Churches' de-
partment of social welfare, addressed an
inter-faith group at Jewish ‘rheological
Seminary in New York City as part of
a series on religion and social welfare.

(Fl'om page 96.)

Oppose Segregation

Huntington, W. Va. (EN ) The Hunt-
ington Ministerial Association went on
record here as opposed to racial segrega-
tion at any future joint ‘I'hanksgiving
Day services in the community's churches.

A resolution unanimously adopted urged
,'those  ministers and those churches,
where such an experience would be nat-
ural geographically and in other ways, to
undertake the integrating of certain

white and Negro congregations for
Thanksgiving services."”
In the past, joint Thanksgiving Day

services for white churches, organized on
a geographical basis, have been a regu-
lar part of the Association's calendar,
while a single service was held for all
Negro congregations.

Dr. Joseph A. Garshaw, the Associa-
tion's president, described the resolution
as a step in a "progressive"  drive by
the ministers to "educate the community
toward totally Christian attitudes with re-
spect to race."”

Another step, Dr. Garshaw said, was the
Association's new listing of ministers and
churches affiliated with the body which
eliminates a former separate category for
Negro congregations.

He added that ministers belonging to
the Association will continue to work
against segregation both from the pulpit
and in monthly meetings.

Moral Values Taught

.San Diego, Calif. (ENS) A two-month
trial of this city's new program for
teaching moral and spiritual values in
the public schools has not brought a sin-
gle protest, a school official reported
here.

Dr. George Hall, assistant superintend-
ent in charge of instruction, said that
manuals prepared as guides to elemen-
tary and high school teachers in carry-
ing out the program actually had been
in the hands of the teachers for more
than the two-month period.

(, They are the first step in a program
meant, ultimately, to include Bible read-
ing in the schools,” Dr. Hall said.

The program was devised over a pe-
riod of nearly two years by a School-
Community Advisory Committee as a re-
placement for a released-time program
dropped by the San Diego school sys-
tem in 1947 because of local objections

and the possibility of legal complica-
tions.

Manuals incorporating suggestions by
representative  Protestant, Roman Catho-
MARCH, 1954

THE INSTITUTE APPROACH to leadership training
tian education used by the field staff of the National
group shown above represents persons attending a School of Missions

vention. 'lI'he
in Goldsboro, North Carolina.

lic and Jewish clergymen were pre-
pared by Flora A. Adams, elementary
school teacher, and Wayne Laughery,

high school teacher.

,(The public schools must place a re-
newed emphasis on the moral and spir-
itual values which the American people
wish to see in the character and conduct
of their children,” an introductory note
in the manuals states.

(, The public schools must stress the
importance of religion and develop. a
program of moral and spiritual educa-
based on the values shared by memo
bel'S of all religious faiths. ‘rhey must

continue to build respect for religious
freedom."
Basic ingredients of the program

founded on these beliefs are set forth
as: assumption of the existence of, and
reverence for, God; respect for person-
ality; loyalty to American ideals; reo
sponsibility for self-direction and
strengthening  of character;  persevet:--
ance and pursuit of worthy goals; de-
votion to truth; respect for the Golden
Rule, brotherhood, and sensitivity and
creative ability.

Warren Reviews

In a recent report to 'I'nird Church
in Warren, Ohio, J. E. Blair, minister,
pointed out high lights in program prog-
ress made since April of 1951.

Within the period of September 2,
1951, and February 10, 1952, Third
Church had given $13,203.51 on the pur-
chase of Beth Israel Temple. By Sep-
tember 28, 1952, the congregation was
able to pay a total of $15,000.00 on
the new structure, as well as to move
into the building.

The church started on this venture in
1951 with a total active membership of
some 25 adults. Within this span 120
members were added. Elder Blair re-
ported an average Sunday morning at-
tendance of 75, and newly organized
fellowship groups for men, women, and
youth.

is the major means of Chris-
Christian Missionary Con-

The report indicated that the con-
cerns of the minister had not been con-
fined only to the interests of the local
church.  Since 1951, the minister has
served on the Mayor's Advisory Com-
mittee, education committee of the War-
ren Ministerial Association, vice-presi-
dent of the local branch of the NAACP,
and at present is president of the Trum-
bull County Ministerial Alliance.

Elder Blair concluded that "the work
is moving onward and upward.”

New Books

Two new books, one on world affairs
and one of sermons, have just been pub-
lished by the Christian Board of Pub-
lication.

G. Curtis Jones, minister of the Vine
Street Church in Nashville, Tenn., has a
ncw book entitled In Thew' Light We
Walk.

This book was written after Mr. Jones
took a 33,000-mile journey last year,
where he had the opportunity to spend
many hours talking with leaders of gov-
ernment, religion and community life in
Jerusalem, Egypt, India, Malaya, Brit-
ain, Italy, Switzerland, and other coun-
tries. 'I'ne price of the book is $2.75.

Harold L. Lunger, minister of the
First Church of Tucson, Arizona, has
a new book of sermons entitled A
Pocket Full of Seeds. Beginning with
the story of a farmer who leaves his
flooded land with his hope in a pocket
full of seeds, Mr. Lunger goes on to
give thirteen other down-to-earth mes-
sages of faith, hope, courage and com-
fort.

Passages from Edna St. Vincent Mil-
lay, E. Stanley Jones, Harry Overstreet,
H. G. Wells, Henry Thoreau, Robert Frost,
Arthur Miller (author of Death of a Sales-
man), and others are used as bases for
sermons about spiritual birthrights, hu-
man destiny, closeness to God, the tunnel
of darkness, independence, death, love
and life. The price is $2.50.
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Reports fronl the Vineyard

Three- Year-Olds
by
Mrs. Dorothy Wilbert';'

As you possibly have noted, the chil-
dren's work leaders of our Nnational
Christian  Missionary Convention have
been trying to have something of in-
terest and help in The ChTistian Plea
every month.

We are especially interested in present-
ing articles that will help leaders plan
special day programs for children.

This month we are interested in find-
ing a place for our three-year-olds.
Many students in religious education

feel that the best place for the religious
development of the child under foUI
years old is in the home. |If this is
true, what part do the nursery and
kindergarten  departments play in re-
ligious development of the three- to four-
year-old ~
Though the
the spiritual

total responsibility  for
growth of the child can-
not be met by placing him in the
nursery  or Kkindergarten department,
these areas of the church school program
can render invaluable help if the prop-
er approaches are made to the child.

For example, the three-year-old ex-
hibits different responses in play ac-
tivities from the five-year-old. If the two

are singing the same song togethel’, the
three-year-old will be usually lagging be-
hind.

Again, worship  will bring some
response from the older child but very
little from the younger.

It is obvious, then, that the two age
levels should be separated for purposes
of receiving the most stimulating ex-
periences. If another room is available,
it can be used for one group; if not, a
large room can be partitioned with fold-

ing screens.

We have now made our first step
toward helping three- to five-year-olds.
Watch The CMistian Plea for articles
giving further suggestions.

Piedmont Reports
Funeral services for W. A. Coles,

pioneer minister of Chatham, Va., were
held recently in the Corinth Church.

-Mrs.  Wilbert is a national voluntee,
worker with chi/d,-en. She is from Dayton,
Ohio.

THE CONVENTION
years ago.
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Elder Coles served the Piedmont Dis-
trict in many ways for years. 'lI'hough
he had retired from the active ministry,

he still did what he could iu the Chat-
ham church.

Among the several ministers partic-
ipating in the services were M. L.

Lambert and J. C. Hariston.

After several years of planning for
a full-time field workers program, the
distri~t secured E. W. Henry, formerly
of Palestine, Tex., for the position. Elder
Henry began his services January 1,
1954.

At the last assembly of the district
convention, a policy of holding quar-
terly meetings within the area was
adopted. The first two quarterly meet-
ings were held in Preston and Stuart,
Va. The Mount Olive East Church, and
First Church were the respective ho~t
congregations.

The World Fellowship Youth Meet
will convene at Leaksville, N. C., March

19-20. The Little Bethlehem Church
will serve as host. Approximately 150
youths and their respective advisors

are expected to attend.

Miss Pauline Staples is the director.
This is expected to be the first major
group meeting on the district level that
Field Worker E. W. Henry will attend.
-Mrs.  Agenora Millner, Repo?'te?".

Corinth Inspired

According to correspondent Mrs. Al-
meta Henderson of Kilgore, 'rex., the
Corinth Church there is engaged in an

unusual program of Christian education.

Increased enrollment in the church
school is making demands for an educa-
tional plant.

Executive Secretary E. J. Dickson, of
the National Christian Missionarv Con-
vention, is reported to have delivererl

a major address there recently.

G. A. Evans of Dallas, 'rex., is the
minister at Corinth Church.
RENEW YOUR

CHRISTIAN PLEA
SUBSCRIPTION NOW

Leaving Water Pots

by
Mrs. Arah E. Garrett'-'

When Jesus was passing through
Samaria one day, he sat down by Jacob's
well to rest while his disciples went into
the city to buy food.

Presently a woman from Samaria came
to draw water. ‘'lI'ne two soon found
themselves in conversation. As they
talked along, it was eventually revealed
to the woman that she was talking to
the Messiah.

Feeling that this was too good to
keep to herself, the woman lett he?' water
pot, and went into the city shouting:
,'Come see a man who told me all |
ever did."

Many of the Samaritans wondererl if
she was telling the truth. But when
they had the chance to know Jesus for
themselves, they boldly testified: "It
is no longer because of your words, that
we believe, for we have heard for our-
selves, and we know that this indeed
is the Savior of the world."

Here is a simple, but inspiring, pic-
ture. A humble woman is going about
her household routine. Suddenly she
receives the important awareness of the
Messiahship of Jesus. She becomes so
absorbed and enthralled in the thought
that she had had fellowship with .JesuE.
that she lett he?" wate?' pot, and w{'nt
shouting to the people of the city to
come see Jesus the Savior of the world.

She now rated this communion with
the Master as the most important thing
in her life. Her urgency to invite others
to share her experience, reveals her
spirit of unselfishness, as well as her
sense of putting first things first. Thus,
she lett he?'water pot.

These brief moments spent in the
presence of Jesus, loomed high in her
mind and heart. Perhaps her limitations
of literacy hindered her in making a
more eloquent testimony, but her joy and
inspiration were unrestrained.  She le~t
her wate?' pot to become a flaming mes-
senger of the Good News.

With the impact of these crucial days

(See page 99.)

-M,’s. Garrett has wTitten this article as
one of a series instituted by the Christian
IVoman's Fellowshi!J of the National Ch.,.is-
ticm Missionary Convention. M,'s. Garrett
is f,'om Littlefield, Tex.

IN ST. LOUIS next August is expect ed to equal, if not exceed, the one held in Los Angeles two

Pictured above is part of the group which attended the California assembly.
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Fox-Hole Convert

Fosters, Mich. (RNS)-A  spiritual ex-
perience on a battlefield in Korea was the
basis for a decision to enter the ministry,
Eugene L. Inman, who spent three years
as a prisoner of the Communists, said here.

The 22-year-old formeT soldier, who was
repatriated recently, said he and his wife,
Rosemary, will leaye shortly for Kankakee,
Il., where he will begin a four-year pre-
seminary course at Olivet Nazarene Col-
lege. Upon completion of his studies
there, he hopes to go to Kansas City, Mo.,
for three more years at the Church of the
Nazarene Seminary there.

This incident leading to this decision,
Mr. Inman said, occurred on Nov. 30, 1950,
when he and some 230 other soldiers were
ambushed and only he survived.

"™iVhen | saw we were surrounded,”
he said,” "I got down on my knees and
prayed because | was afraid.  Suddenly
| felt something like a hand on my shoul-
del' and | wasn't afraid any more."

Fight Schools

Lancaster, Pa. (RNS)-Fourteen mem-
bers of the Old Order Amish Church were
held in Lancaster County prison here, the
largest number jailed at one time since
the current wave of truancy prosecutions
began.

One other Amishman was freed, and
four others had their fines paid by an
unidentified person. One of those released
was a minister of the Amish faith; Levi
S. Fisher, of Gap.

The Amish oppose public schooling for
their children after the age of 14. They
contend that high school education would
expose the youths to "worldly ways"
which are contrary to their religious be-
liefs.

Meanwhile, Amish parents apparently
were deluging local school authorities with
renewed applications for work permits for
their 14-year-olds. Supplies of the blanks
were quickly exhausted.

In the past, state approval of such ap-
plications has been refused unless "dire

necessity” can be shown. The Amish
have consistently refused to make this
plea.

Sounding Board
(From page 94.)

into practice the principles of the Faith.

It would seem that similar action on
the part of all Christians should be the
rule, rather than the exception. What
a wonderfully working Church we would
have then!

Christ has no way of doing his work
on earth today except through those who
love him and work for him. He wants
to use our minds. hearts, and energies
for the perpetuation of the Kingdom.

Let us not consider the Church so
much in terms of what it can give us,
but in the light of what we can give to
itt. Thus we will tend to develop a
more positive attitude toward the Church
-an  attitude that will display the true
"heart of evangelism."
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making
the adult class

VDIAL

program
quiremlmts
and service projects
vital principles

incentives
assuming leadership
revitalizing meetings
program development
classes.  Illustrated!

$100 per copy

It is only as we develop this attitude
that we can hope to warm the hearts
of non-church members, and inspire them
to become active members of the Church.
-PRISCILLA  WILLIAMS, Chicago, Ill.

Nine Million Dollar Budget

Nashville, Tenn. (RNS)-The executive
committee of the Southern Baptist con-
vention voted here to recommend to the
denomination's annual meeting next June
a cooperative program budget of $9,200,
000 for 1955.

This is an increase of $350,000 over the
1954 budget. A total of $6,100,000 would
be earmarked for operating budget;
$3,000,000 for capital needs and $100,000
for Convention operations.

The executive committee also recom-
mended that every church in the Conven-
tion seek a tithing commitment from at
least half its resident members by the end
of 1956. Under the plan, each member
would agree to give at least one-tenth of
his income to the church.

FOR

Leadership Training
General Reading
Informal Study

By RICHARD E. LENTZ

MAKING THE ADULT

CLASS VITAL is a new
practical study of the needs
and program of the adult
class discussing: what a
church education committee

or board of elders and dea-
cons can do to effect better
relationships  between adult
groups and the church
the 7 contributions of an
adult class to its members
the community responsi-
bilities of the adult class
various methods adult groups
may use in their educational

concise purposes of adult study groups .. re-
of good study materials
which can make the adult
to use in determining
to use in talking with qualified persons about
in an adult
concrete suggestions

. and other topics important

activities
group more
the adult program

for adults

suggestions  for
for permanent
to adult

group

Water Pots (From page 98)

upon us, we need the motivation of that
Samaritan woman. As members of Chris-
~ian W.oman's Fellowship groups, it is
Imperative that we leave our water pots
without hesitancy, and go shouting, "Come
see Jesus! "

Our water pot may be one of cern-
placency. Shall we become satisfied with
merely knowing that we have been with
Jesus~ Have we never been motivated
to leave our household routine for the
purpose of telling someone about the
Savior of the world ~

Is our water pot one of indifference~
Is it any concern of ours as to whether
or not the many peoples in the world
know Godg Until the whole world comes
within the shadow of the Cross, our
task is not done, and world peace will
remain only a dream.

In this light, Jesus is saying to every
Christian Woman's Fellowship: "I am
the Messiah. Will you leave your .water
pots and shout the Good News~"
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Month of Giving

BY
ANNA BELLE JACKSON"'
March is the month of giving! It

is the time when the areas of Christian
education, missionary education and Chris-
tian Women's Fellowship, church devel-
opment and evangelism, and the total
cooperative program of the convention
will be lifted up in every local church.
‘Ehis program cannot be carried out ef-
fectively without the wholehearted co-

operation of all our local ~onstituency.

The National Christian  Missionary
Convention provides a channel for -the
fuller planning and execution of the
program of the brotherhood.  We sin-
cerely hope that the Ileaders in our
states and local churches will take this
opportunity to look at the program
that the convention projects, and, in the

light of its unmet needs, sponsor some
type of special program during the
month of March that will lift up the
purpose and objectives of the oonven-

tion.

The  convention cannot  be any
stronger than the many churches who
support it. It takes all of our efforts
united in one strong bond of Christian

love to do the job that lies so clearly
before us. Only when the financial
responsibilities of our churches are met
can we even begin the task. Make
your contributions to the convention in
this month. Let every church endeavor
to reach its goal. To this end we will
develop a firmer faith, a wider vision,
and a better world.

New Requirements
In a recent release frQm the office of
National Director of Missionary Edu-

‘National director of missionary ednca-
tion and Christian Women's Fellowship fo,’
the National Christian Missiona,'"yY Conven-
tion.

CHECKING THE RECORDS of women's
giving.

v.rho were lagging behind in their
missionary education for our churches.
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cation Anna Belle Jackson, the follow-
ing revised listing of requirements for
the winner of the CWF loving cup was
given to all Christian Women's Fellow-
ship groups:

1. The fellowship should hold regular
meetings; 12 regular and 12 executive.

2. The president or some other mem-
ber of the group should participate in
some meeting which gives opportunity
for personal enrichment and leadership
development.

3. The fellowship should send annual

reports to the state president and the
national office.

4. 'I'he fellowship should includt in
its annual report the number of m'Jm-
bel's in its organization.

5. The fellowship should be repre-

sented in its state or area, and the Na-
tional Christian Missionary Convention.

6. The fellowship should use the cur-
rent study materials for the missionary
year, and the percentage of persons
within the group using World Call should
be listed. '

7. 'I'he fellowship shou1d observe
‘Woman's Day and Easter vVeek of
Prayer, and the percentage of new mem-
bers added to the church through the fel-
lowship should be listed.

8. The fellowship should list the per-
centage of families using WoTld Call.

9. The fellowship should list the per-
centage of payment on state and na-
tional goals.

10. '1'he fellowship should list the per-
centage of over-all giving over that of
last year.

'1'he fellowship showing the most prog-
ress, based on the above requirements,
will receive the award.

Loving cup report blanks will be sent
to every Christian Women's Fellowship
group soon. Each fellowship is urged
to fill them out accurately in triplicate.
Keep one copy for your own files; send
one to the state president; and send one

to the national director in Indianapolis,
Ind.
groups, Director Jackson found many

Miss Jackson directs the program of

Trustees Act (From page 93.)
Convention and Trustee $2,400.00
Christian Plea 1,600.00
Pension Dues 1,500.00
Ministerial Training 2,000.00
Miscellaneous 255.40
Askings for Finance:

Convention Churches 12,500.00
Taylor Estate 3,000.00
Taylor House Gifts 1,000.00
Field Reports 600.00

It was announced that the program
Committee for the St. Louis assembly
will meet in Indianapolis, Ind., April
21, 1954. The next ‘Erustee Board meet-
ing will be April 22-23, 1954.

J. T. Chandler of Memphis, Tenn., was
appointed chairman of the recommenda-
tions committee, and Eli W. Wilbert of
Dayton, Ohio, chairman of the program
committee.

The Workshop
BY
LORENZO J. EVANS'

For several vyears, now, thc conven-
tion has sponsored workshops for the
different age groups in the church.
These workshops have grown up in an
attempt to meet definite needs in leader-
ship training.

Through the years many people have
come to the convention for the purpose
of meeting old friends, listening to great
sermons and addresses, and sharing in
the singing of the great hymns of the
Chur~h. 10 a limited extent, the con-
vention has provided opportunities for
these experiences.

However, there was still a large group
of people attending the convention who
were looking for additional experiences.
For example, they wanted to learn new
and better ways for doing the jobs they
did with children, young people and
adults on Sunday. They wanted a
chance to share their experiences, and
in so doing, receive help from other
church leaders.

It was in an attempt to answer these
needs, that the workshops came into be-
ing.

In simple terms, the workshop is de-
signed to help each local leader do a
better job in his own church. The pri-
mary emphasis is placed at the local
level because without strong local con-
gregations, we can never hope to have
a strong National Convention.

At the same time, the local church has
a responsibility to those that have com-

Idea

mitted themselves to service in the
church. It must see that all opportuni-
ties for personal growth and develop-

ment are made available to such people.

Now is the time for the church board
and minister to begin making plans for
church school teachers and other leaders

to attend the workshops at the Na-
tional Convention in St. Louis, Mo., this
year.

'‘Director, of Christian education for the
National Christian Missionary Convention.

CHRISTIAN PLEA



DISCIPLES ~ PLAN  $330,000.00  CHICAGO  CHURCH

Evanston Program Released

New York (WOC)-The Executive Com-
mittee of the World Council of Churches,
meeting February 2-5, in  Konigstein,
near Frankfurt, Germany, released  the
official program of the Second Assembly
of the World Council of Churches, on
which it -has been putting the flllishing
touches during its  four-day meeting.
The Assembly is scheduled for August
15-31 at Northwestern University, Evans-
ton, Illinois, and will be attended by
representatives of the World Council's
161 member  churches (denominational
bodies) in 48 countries around the world.

President  Eisenhower has been invited
to address the Assembly, and has ex-
pressed his sincere hope that he will be
able to accept.

The opening session of the Assembly
will be a worship service at 10 am,
Sunday, August 15, held in the First

Methodist  Church, Evanston. '"I'he presi-
dents of the World Council who will
participate in the service are: Arch-

bishop Athenagoras, of the Greek Ortho-

dox  Church; Dr. Marc Boegner, of

France; Bishop Eivind Berggrav, of Nor-

way; Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, Archbishop of

Canterbury, England; and Bishop G. The Teacher and Easter
Bromley Oxnam, of the United States.

BY

Dr. Marc Boegner of France, upon
whose motion the World  Council  of MRS. DOROTHY WILBER'I"!
Churches came into official being at . e
Amsterdam Holland, in 1948, will pre- Easter s perhaps_ the  most d_|ff|cu|t
side over the opening plenary  session day to make meaningful to_ _chlldrenz
Sunday  afternoon at which time the lJecause we as adults have difficulty in
main theme of the Assembly-" Christ- grasping  the full understanding of it
the Hope of the World ~-will be pre- However, teachers who take their task
sented by Bishop Leslie Newbigin seriously, will want to rethink and deepen
(India), Prof. Edmund  Schlink  (Ger- their own experiences at Easter.

many) and Prof. Robert Calhoun Let wus read John 12:12-19, and be-
(US.A). come one of those who participated in

That same evening, a great -public the truljmphal A en_tr)_/ dprocsss|or;]—perhz:1ps
worship  service will be held at Soldier a traveler  who joine the — throng.

Field, Chicago. "I'ne churches of Chi- Read Luke 2_2:3‘16- Did 1 sit at the
cago and vicinity have taken the re- Last Supper with my Lord ~ Can it be
sponsibility ~ for this service, which will ~ that | betrayed my Lord in any of my
tell the gospel story in scripture, music  daily routine ~

and pageantry. It is expected that Sol- (See page 107.)

dier Field will be filled to its capacity of . .

100.000. ‘Volunteer national children's wO1l'ker

from Dayton, Ohio.
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Sherman First Minister

Through a unique program in church-
ing a redeveloped area in a metropoli-
tan center, the Chicago Disciples Union
in  cooperation with  the Illinois  Chris-
tian  Missionary Society, the Board of
Church  Extension and the South Side
Church  will start the construction of a
$330,000 church and community center
in the Parkway  Garden housing project
of South Chicago. Charles E. Sherman,
present community chaplain, will become
its minister.

The property alone cost the cooperat-
ing bodies $80,000. The first unit  will
be 90 by 30 feet. It will include a
small chapel capable of seating 126 per-
sons.  Classrooms and an office will be
provided on the first floor, with recre-
ational and fellowship facilities con-
structed on the ground floor for com-
munity  center  activities. 'I'his initial
brick unit will cost $75,000.

'I'ne main church building will be 116
feet by 110 feet in size, providing a
sanctuary that will accommodate 308
persons and a fellowship hall on the
ground floor which will have space for
280 people. at the tables. '"T'here  will
aiso be additional classroom and office
space.

"I'nis will be a new congregation. The
new minister, Charles E. Sherman, is a
graduate of the University of Chicago
Divinity  School, and has served as col-
lege professor and college campus Y.M.
C.A. secretary.

Significant guidance has been rendered
the project by Executive Secretary  Jo-
seph  VanBoskirk of the Chicago Dis-
ciples Union, R. E. LaTouche, and R. H.
Davis, ministers of the Southside and
Park  Manor Church, respectively.

Sick, Sends $100.00

Though  seriously ill with a cardiac
condition, Mrs.  Alice H. Callens of
Youngstown, Ohio, was challenged to send
$100 to Treasurer J. E. Walker after
reading about the needs of the National

(See page 108.)
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The Plea Platform

1. The promotion of the National
Christian Missionary Convention.

2. 'L'he promotion of a high quality
churchmanship.

3. The promotion of open forum on
ideas relevant to Kingdom Building.

4. The promotion of constructive
proposal and evaluation.

5. The promotion of dutiful
to all patrons.

6. The promotion of New Testament
doctrine and principle.

service

Receiving the Plea

If you are not receiving The Plea as
you feel you should, we are. anxious to
know the reason. It may be because of
one of the following situations:

1. Yonl' name plate has a faulty impres-
sion and your name, street, town or
state is misspelled.

2. You have moved -and left no forward-
ing address.

3. Your subscription has lapsed.

Your paper is being sent to the wrong

address, but being kept by the persons

receiving it.

5. Our office has not yet changed the
address on your name plate.

Please drop us a card or letter if you are

having any sort of difficulty like the above

or if Y9uknow of other Plea patrons who
mentioned similar problems to you.

>

Send a1l correspondence and
money to:

The Christian Plea

P. O. Box 4427

Wade Station

St. Louis, Missouri
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STATESMANLIKE

Editor, The Ch?-istian Plea:

I have just Jead your editorial on
"Color in the Church" in the Pebn,ary
iSHIleof The Ch?'istian 'Plea. It is the
Jnost statesmanlike and Christian state-
ment of the question that it has ever
been my pleasure to read. You have
done a great service to Christians of all

races. You have certainly honored your
own race.
His statements  like this that will

make so much more progress than lllany
flaming articles |1 have read hy both the
white and black race.

I have worked with many Negroes on
national committees and | certainly
know their ability is the reason for
their being here. Yes, we are making
progress, however slow it may seem to
some. ‘L'hanks again for your splendid
article.

H. T. WOOD, Former President
of the Intemational  Convention
Memphis, Tennessee

ENVISIONS BROTHERHOOD

Editor, The Christian Plea:

Your editorial, "Color in the Church,"
which  appeared  during  Brotherhood
Month in The Ch?-istian Plea is a timely
and forthright analysis of the failures
and progress of the Church in the crucial
area of race relations ....

As you have pointed out, the church's
faith is in the "Fatherhood of God and
the brotherhood of man,” vyet all too
often we stand under the judgment of
the secular world which outstrips USin
breaking the patterns of segregation and
discrimination.  Sincere and earnest fol-
lowers of Christ can never be content
until these barriers are removed within
the Church, as well as the secular world,
and the New Testament fellowship re-
stored.

As you have so courageously stated,
this is a mutual responsibility and so far

as relationships  between Negroes and
whites, "it would appear that both
groups being under the Lordship of

Christ are equally responsible for mak-
ing race relations better."

I am glad that you have sounded a
note of hope and have pointed out the

significant  progress which has been
made, and also indicated the way to
further progress that can and must be
achieved in the years ahead.

I envision the time when our own
brotherhood is fully wunited and inte-
grated-when the merit and ability of
Negroes will be fully represented and
used in all of the administrative or-
ganizations and relationships  of our
brotherhood.

You have challenged the Negro church-
man to "join hands in a love offensive,"
and | want to confirm your own high
expression of faith that "he will not
walk alone.” Indeed, there are many
churchmen in all races and nations who
st:wcl ready to join hands with him.

‘Jlaésounding Board

As | thank you for this editorial |
want also to congratulate you upon the
excellent work you are doing with The

Cllj';stian Plea. It is a challenging, stim-
ulnting journal.
A. DALE }IEHS, pj'esident of the

United Clwistian 1J1'issionary Society,
Indianapolis, Indiana

MIAMI OPEN
};.1ito,’, Tit+ rhrisl ian PIm:

I hav".Im,[ tlie opportunity to r"all your
slllendid editorial in the Pehruary issue
of The CMistian Plea. The facts which
you presented are interesting and | ap-

preciate the fact that you have pre-
sented the matter tn a light that chal-
lenges your own people to rise to the

occasion of helping to solve the issue.
| was particularly pleased with your
emphasis upon the basis of merit and

ability rather than race and color for
representation  in our Brotherhood re-
sponsibilities.

I am glad that the International Con-
vention of Disciples of Christ in its an-
nual assembly is able to hold all func-
tions of the Convention on an absolutely
nonsegregated basis. - At the forthcom-
ing assembly in Miami October 25-31,
arrangements have been made for a non-
segregated hotel which will be the head-
quarters of several of our agencies.

‘L'he International Convention itself,
however, will not have a headquarters
hotel at Miami.

We are very happy in the Inter-
national Convention to have the Na-
tional Christian Missionary Convention
as an affiliated member. This makes
more explicit the relationship  which
many of us cherish for the wider fel-
lowship of all our brethren.

GAINES M. COOK, Executive
sem'etary, International ~ Convention
of Disciples of Christ, Indianapolis,

Indiana

CHALLENGE TO LEADERS
Editor, The Christian Plea:

I wish to compliment you on your
recent editorial in The Christian Plea,
"Color in the Church." At a time

when many hearts and minds were cen-
tered on brotherhood, it was very stim-
ulating and thought-provoking. It pre-
sents a challenge to leaders yet does
not omit the same to the laity.

It points out our shortcomings as
churchmen yet it commends us for the
little we have done. It does not allow
us to rest on our laurels, not to sit back
and idly wait for the color to disappear;
but admonishes the so-called "Negro
Church” to do its part in helping to
eliminate said color,

I commend you on your frankness
and giving us the picture just as it has
been painted. As | attempt to do my
small part in this my community, as well
as throughout the state of Missouri, |
shall ever be challenged by "Color in the
Church.” | shall put forth a little more

(See page 105.)
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A Bold New Program Needed

It is the intention of the editor of The CMistian
Plea to set in motion a five months' forlUIll based on
the following statement. Each month writers will
evaluate this statement as well as make suggestions
of their own. It is our hope that what will be said
will prove helpful to our convention administration.

CASUAI-I observance of conditions prevailing

among the churches cooperating with the Na-
tional Christian  Missionary  Convention  will reveal
some progress within the last ten years on the one
hand, but glaring basic needs on the other. If you
are a veteran follower of the National Convention,
you will undoubtedly see a marked degeee of im-
provement today in comparison with the general con-
dition of such churches in 1925. Nevertheless, if you

are able to comprehend the important influence many
social phenomena are now making on the future de-
velopment of any church body, you will agree that
if the National Christian Missionary Convention is
to continue to merit its place as a vital agency within
the Disciples of Christ movement, it is high time for

launching "A Bold New Program. *

It is not likely that our churches can escape the
effect of such social phenomena as the following
which are affecting the future programing of all
church bodies in America:

First, it is evident that with the increase of in-
dustralization in the South, there is a definite move-
ment of our people from the land to the larger towns
and cities. ‘'fhe mechanization of the farming' proc-
ess has forced this mobilization in some instances,

wherem; growing opportunities for more gainful em-
ployment in the urban areas of the North and ‘West
has motivated the exodus in others. '1'his develop-
ment is draining’ off the membership of our rural
rhurrhes. This tendency is aggravating the problem
of the yokcd field; the situation wherein one min-
ister preaches in two or more rural churches about
one Sunday per month.

Second, it is also apparent that in the majority of
our metropolitan  centers vast projects in the rede-
velopment of the more ancient areas of cities are tak-
ing place. Private funds join hands with federal
resources in promoting huge housing projects, and
in drawing up new dreams for city planning. Neigh-
horhoods are uprooted, and with them churches.

‘I'ney are :mpplanted hy new dangers
for Christian service.

Further in this same connection,
ery major' city in America,
into rommunities that

and challenges

in almost ev-
Negro people are moving
it decade ago seemed reserve(]
entil'ely fol' the Caucasian rare.  Along w:th thl’
homes, they wusually take over the rhurches. ‘I'he
Caucasian  churches moved towan] the hinterlands
whel'e there is now developing the county residentia 1
community  with itg "fringe" church.  In this mad
I'Ush which often happens within the brief span of
months, many of our churches sit in the spirit of "I

APRIL, 1954

shall not be moved." (That is, many are unwilling
to realize the large responsibilities of service the
church is being called upon to render to the changing
community. Note article in current issue on the front
page concerning the Chicago church.)

In the midst of such turbulent streams many of
our city Disciple churches attempt to carryon  part-
time pl'lograms with a part-time ministt:y. In seveeal

of these majol' metropolitan
have but one church available
church at all.

Third, the wvocational guidance programs in oue
high schools and colleges continue to have little or
nothing' to say about full-time Christian service. The
wide span of educational opportunities now available
to veterans of 'Vorld 'Vs3r N and the Korean Con-
flict, usually find young people using them to ente!:
the technical and industrial fields. A vast part-time
Disciple ministry with weak and scattered churches,
presents no challenge to young men and women to
reall.v pledge themselves to a full-time Christian serv-
ice in the local Disciples of Christ church that most of
them have come to know.

At summer conference we provide
form the circlc and hold our breaths

al'eas Negro Disciples
or in many cases no

the challenge,
as some cou-

rageous and id~alistic youths walk forward to com-
-mit themselves to full-time Christian service. In all
sincerity we wonder about their future, and feel

terribly sick deep down inside that we are not doing
more to make more secure an assurance of their min-
istry.  Meanwhile Disciples ministers die and with
them many of oue churches.

- Fourth, the chUl'ches supporting the National Con-
vention prog'l'am have yet to have become excited
about a chaldenging national progl'am. '1'his is not to
say that oul' administrative staff and convention
officials have not prcsented numerous opportunities
for such; they have and are still doing it. For ex-
ample, the Rosa Page ViTelchScholarship Fund to aid
the preparation of candidates for service on foreign
missions fields; the All Peoples Church manse re-
decoration  project; the Kenneth Henry Fund; the
Preston Taylor House and the new policy arrd de-
velopment now underway at the Preston Taylor
Estatc in Nashville.

But in spite of all of these courageous
Kingdom Building,

ventures in
we have not hecn able to excitc

churches like yours and mine into really putting
money behind the national effort.

There must be a reason! Vi€ cannot continue to
drift along without finding it! The cause is too
great!  The time is too short! The talent and time
of our leadership is too important! 'roo many people

h,1\"e invested conrem and money fOI'us to merely

go thl'ough tlle motions of silving the world fOI'
Christ!
Let us face up to it. First, our open country and

small town churches are merely hanging on under
a part-time ministry.  Second, with a few exceptions,
(See page 104.)

103



President of the National
Chl'istian Missionary Convention

Convention and the several

score of cooperating churches face the greatest
challenge in thc history of our convention. Last
August at Roanoke, Virginia, we enthusiastically
accepted the responsibility  of raising $12,000.00 for
the National Convention Budget, $2,000.00 for Capital
for Kingdom Building to be used for the repairs of
the parsonage of All Peoples Church in Los Angeles,
and at least $1,000 for the Rosa Page 'Welch Scholar-
ship Fund. The total is $15,000.00.

| say this is the greatest challenge we have faced
in the history of the National Convention, because
it is the first time that we have committed ourselves
to do as much toward the advnncement of the King-
dom of God beyond our own doorsteps.

Resolutions and recommendations alone cannot
ensure the success of any undertaking regardless of
how wOlthy it may be. Those of us who solemnly
committed ourselves and our Brotherhood to these
worthy objectives must make sure that each of these
goals are reached. Everyone  of them is a "must.”

The National Convention Budget is being spent
now, but the $12,000.00 has yet to be raised. Further,
the parsonage at All Peoples Church will not be re-
paired unless we furnish 1lhe $2,000.00 to do it! And
it must be repaired. @ The Rosa Page ,Velch Scholar-
ship Fund is nlso a must!

HIS year the National

The Editoral

we are only weakly coping with the vast challenges
present in our major cities. Third, we have less than
two han<1s' full of young men and women prepnring
for full-time Christian service at the graduate level.
Fourth, our churches are onl~- lukewarm toward the
CUITent challenges being offered. Before we can save
the world, we must devise ways to save our-selves.
It is time for a bold new progl'am!

(FTom

Some Suggested Solutions

The Rural Church Problem. It would srem that the
Disciple unit ‘which should [lppl'o[ich thr I'lll'itl church
pl'Ohlrm within nny gin'll 8t[lte wouhl consist of thr
following' 1)(I'sonnel: J. The st[lte secl'etnl'y fol' the

mission[lry society, 2. 'rhe chllirm[In of the nliI'[ll
church committel' for the stllte conventions, 3. 'I'ne
presidents of the state conventions. 4. The national

director of rUl'al church for the United Christian Mis-

104

Our Tasl~

Here are a few facts that we cannot fOt'get:

1. We are able to do all we have committed our-
selves to do.

2. The apportionments have already gone out
and every church knows what its apportion-
ment is for the National Convention Budget.

have been asked to give a
the Capital for King-
They have received

3. All of our churches
certain amount toward
dom Building program.
their suggested quota.

4. The individuals
Welch  Scholarship
their obligations

to the Rosa Page
in Roanoke know
on this.

who pledged
Fund
to follow through

'‘What we do as individuals and churches between
now and August (and especially what we do as min-
isters and leaders in our local congregations)  will not
only determine what kind of Convention we will have
in St. Louis, but to a very large extent, our future
gl'owth and development as a Brotherhood.

T sincerely hope that every minister, national and

state officer, and leader in our local churches will
give his wholehearted support to the National Con-
vention and its program of extending the Kingdom
of God.

page 103.)

Bold Program

sionary Society (or someone in the state appointed
by him), 5. The national director of church develop-
ment and evangelism for the National Christian Mis-
sionary Convention (or someone in the state or area
appointed by him), and a counseler from the Board
of Church Extension.

This executive committee would consider problems

confronting the rural church for all of the people in

that particular state. 'I'ney would be thinking about
these situations wherein one or more pastoral unities
might be initiated under their cooperative sponsor-

ship ps pilot projects.

Such a committee would devise plans fol' COOpel'll-
tively sponsoliing such a project for a thl'ee-, five- or
seven-year span, with the ullllerstanding  thllt » pl'O-
gr'am would be promoted to make such project self-

supporting at the end of the designated period. This
(See page 106.)
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Reports fro,”

Brotherhood Dramatized
BY
VERA LEWIS

Race Relations Day was celebrated at

Recond ChUi‘'ch in Rockford, 1., with a
program  built. around the religion of other
lands and nationalities. Speakers  from

Rockford and Beloit colleges were very in-
formative on religious customs and cul-
tures of the Jewish, French, ukranian
IUIII Ethiopian  peoples.

~fusic was furnished by I\{iss Hope
Rodriguez  who sang in her native lan-
guage, Spanish; D. IV. Heath who ren-
dered Negro spirituals; and by Richard
Gilliland of the  Winnebago County
Boys' Farm School who gave a rendi-

tion of "The Lord's  Prayer" by J\l:a-
lotte.
During the  refreshment period, the

audience  met the program  participants.

Miss Schley Marries

Miss  Willietta Schley, who played an
important role in our brotherhood as
vice-president of the National Conven-
tion (Youth Division), was  recentl~'
married to Mr. 'Willie Bowden in Los
Angeles, Califomia, by Baxter Carroll
Duke, pastor of the Avalon Church.

Mrs. Bowden is a senior at Jarvis

Christian College, Hawkins, ‘l.'ex.  She
is retuming to school to complete her
work for graduation in the June class.

Mr. Bowden is in the service, and
upon the completion of his tour, the
couple hopes to settle in Califomia.

Bluefield Progresses
BY
A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The Jones Street  Church has taken
on new life wunder the leadership of W.
H. Brown, former pastor of the Cleve-
land Avenue Church in IVinston-Salem,
N. C. The attendance has steadily in-
creased and new members have been
added to the congregation.

‘I.'he entire church has  been  reor-
ganized on a functional basis.

The Laymen's League  observed the
fLfth Runda~' in January  with a special
program  and beauty contest which net-
ted  $102.86. MI. S, W. Hylton of
Roanoke,  Virginia, the district  president
of the Laymen's League, was the prin-
cipal speaker.

The CYF and Chi Rho Fellowship

joined together in  observing Youth
Week. The week's activities were  as
follows: Snnclay, Pep Rally; Monday,
Rtuut  Night; 'l'uesday, ‘'ralent  Night at

the hOllle of :1\frs. C. C. Cal'ler; ™ednes-
Jay, a rou,”1 tahle lliscussion on church
hi,tor~' an(l (loctrille;  Thursday, a bahy
COltest, movie, and special program b,"
thp Delta Sigma Theh\ florority; Friday,
a bangnet and talk by L. B. Allen, and
remarks b~ N. J. Dickerson, Al
Pagons, Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Cartel, and
IVV. H. Brown.
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the Vineyard

Miss  Geraldine Charltine, director of ACFOSS the Brotherhood

religious education, acted as toastmis-
tress.  Sunday, the youth participated Jefferson  City, Mo. At the allnual
in the morning worship, with Miss meeting of the EIm Street Church Chris-
Sylvia Ann Redd, district  president of tian  Women's  Fellowship, Mrs. J. P.
the youth conference giving a very stim-  Washington retired  from the office of
tdating  appreciation  talk. treasurer, after  having served  thirty-
In the evening program a special pro- three years. She was succeeded by Mrs.
gram was arranged, and Miss Florence Ola Conley.
Wheeler, matron of Bluefield State Col- The Fellowship,  honored  Mrs. vVash-
lege, was the speaker. ington  with gifts and a surprise birth-
Mr. Ralph  Valentine, and Mr. vI. day party.
Haynus  of Morgantown, W. Va., vice- Other officers elected were: Mesdames
president ~ of the West Virginia  State R. L. Groves, president; A E. G. San-
Board, visited the church and gave their  ford, vice-president; and Ethel  Bolton,
approval of the work. Sunday, E. J. secretary.
Dickson and Miss Annabelle  Jackson Little  Rock, Ark.  'l'he Cross Street
were our guests, and discussed the local Church is interested  in finding a min-
program  with us. ister who is concerned  with fostering
We have contributed to the Capital the organized life of the church and the
for Kingdom Building program, the Na-  gdospel ~of Christ through  the United
tional Convention, the District  Conven- Christian ~ Missionary ~ Society, the func-
tion and the :Mal'ch of Dimes. tional work of the church, and the ob-
On the observance of Race Relations servance  of special days. ‘'rhe church is
Runday, the worship committee had Mrs. without  a ministe,". D. J. Holden, clerk
Myrtle Paxton to read a special paper (2521 Rock Street), is inviting qualified
on race relations in the moming service ministel's  to apply by sending age, edu-
and the pastor spoke on the “"Gospel of cation,  experience, references and rea-
Tesus,” and its relationship  to the prob- ~ sons for the change .
lems of the world. Detroit, Mich. Speaking at an an-
In the special program of the evening, nual meeting of church women recently,
music was furnished by the Bethlehem Mrs. R. E. Willis of the United Church
Choir of the church, and the message challenged them to "give priority to the
was brought by Professor Osmond  Hil- claims of our Lord and His Church."
ton, of Bluefield State College, who is a She suggested the words “discriminate,
native  of Jamaica. eliminate  and concentrate™ might  imply
'rhe senior choir and pastor also par- the nature of the true Christian woman's
ticipated in an interracial program  at approach  to life.
the Community  Church. Concord, N. C. President E. Ester F.

Fyers of the Piedmont Christian ~ Wom-
en's  Fellowship (North Carolina, Vir-
Cha"enge (From page 102.) ginia, West Virginia) reports  that the
effort, time and myself until we shall institute for CWF women held recently
see the Church setting the pattern not at the Cleveland Avenue Church in Win-
only in the field of race relations but in ston Salem, N. C., was attended by 42

all fields of human endeavor. women from 10 chUI'ches. National Di-
R. E. BROWN, President of the rector Anna Belle Jackson was in charge.
Missowri Christian Jlfissionar'y State IVorker E, IV. Henry was also a
Convention, Ilannibal, Mo. resource  leader for the institute.
*
L]
[ ]
),
~~ ENROLL IN

The Family Protection Program
of the Pension Plan
Two-thirds of Pension Plan members and churches must be en-

rolled for the new added benefits to begin July 1st. The enrollment
cards of the church, the minister and church staff are needed now.

Please take action immediately. Mail the enrollment cards with-

out delay to
PENSION FUND OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
800 Test Building Indianapolis 4, Indiana
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Bold New Program (rom page 104)

committee  would

instigate, sponsor and supervise

such projects.
The problem of securing the sources of funds
would be worked out by the committee. All plans

would be subject to the approval
groups. It would seem that the churches in rural
communities located near such towns as: Port Gib-
son, Mississippi; Atlanta, Georgia; Valdosta, Georgia;
Erhardt, South  Carolina; Montgomery,  Alabama;
Kinston, North Carolina; Richmond, Virginia; vVin-
ston-Salem, North Carolina; and Hannibal, Missouri
are typical of the many rural communities having
Disciple churches where pastoral unity projects might
be tried.

The Urban

of the represented

Church  Problem.
experiences in our brotherhood,
the approach to the urban church problem within
any given metropolitan area would be made throu~h
a unit consisting of such personnel as: the executive
secretary or chairman of the local city or county
council (or union) of Disciple churches, 2. the chair-
man of urban church committees in the local clistrict
or state conventions (or someone so appointed), 3.
the state secretary (or someone appointed to re]lfe-
sent him), 4. the national director of urhan church
for the United Christian Missionary Society (or some-
one in the state appointed by him), 5. a counselor
from the Board of Church Extension, and 6. the na-
tional director of church development and evangelism
for the National Christian Missionary Convention (or
someone in the state or area appointed hy him).
Such an executive body would consider
lems facing the urban church in that area for all of
the people. They would be searching for situations
where they might cooperatively sponsor one or more
of the following projects for a five- to seven-year

Based on previous
it would appear that

the -prob-

period: 1. a new chl.lrch, 2. a community center
church, 3. the rehabilitation of an existing church.
4. a church merger, 5. a college community church,

6. an industrial community center church. 7. a down-
town church, and 8. an inter-racial projert.

The cooperating interests would share in the finan-
cial burden; all plans would he subjert to the ap-
proval of the cooperating groups. This committee
would instigate, sponsor and supervise such projects.

Our convention administration  would know hest
where to start such a program. It would seem that
such cities as Nashville, Tennessee; Miami, Florida;
.Tackson, Mississippi; Birmingham, Alnhama; Buffalo,
New York; New York, New York; San Francisco,
California; Denver, Colorado; and Des Moines, lowa,
would certainly be among the original number.

The Problem of Developing a New Ministry.  This
program could be launched simultaneously with the
church deyelopment 111'ogram. However. unless the
church development progr'am is Inunrhecl with vigor-

ous sincerity, a new ministerial recruitment and de-
nlopment program could well he in vain.
Happily, the problem of where can our recruits

for full-time Christian
rapidly disappearing.

service go to he trained is
'1'he am,wer now is almost any-

106

where, providing they can meet and maintain the
academic  requirements. F'urther, there are funds
available to help defray the expenses of such train-
ing.

‘WOUI _D seem that we would recruit as many men
= and women as necessary to man the new rural and
urban church projects under development. Further,
we would see to it that through the office of the
national director of Christian education of the Na-
tional Christian Missionary Convention, in coopera-
tion with the existing channels of placement within
the United Christian  Missionary  Society and the
council of state secretaries, that no young person in
training for the full-time Christian ministry would
go beyond his second year in the seminary not know-
ing something of the possibilities for an initial place-
ment.

The Problem of Arousing Support of the Churches.
"N o chain is stronger than its weakest link."  These
are problems which call for the sharing and concern
of all the churches-white or black. These are the
common problems of all Disciples. However, it is
the task of the National Christian Missionary Con-

vention to pin point them as they pertain to our
Negro churches, since we still operate within such a
framework.

]t should not be too much for the Trustees of the
National Convention to ask local churches (of both
racia 1 groups), the official cooperating agencies of the
convention, state missionary societies, city councilor

union groups and private donors, for sufficient funds
to promote the following:

1. A minimum of ten pastoral unities for five years
for a total cost of $75,000 ($3,000 each first year,
$2,000 each second year; $1,000 each next two years;
nnel $500 each the last year).

2. A minimum of ten new city church projects for
five years at a total cost of $300,000 ($6,000 each
nrst year; $5,000 each second year; $4,000 each third
year; $3,000 each fourth year; $2,000 each last year
plus $5,000 each to congregation on the securing of
an initial building and $5,000 at end of 5 years pro-
viding the congregation has raised at least $5,000
toward a building expansion program).

3. A minimum of twenty
having an underpaid and/or
stored to a full-time ministry at a cost of $130,000
(twenty present ministers in city churches, having
agreed to give full time to the service of their ('.hurch
would receive: $2,000 each the first year, $1,500 each
the next two years and $1,000 each the last year).

4. The total cost of the new bold program for 5
years would be $505,000.

Our administrative  officials would understand what
ap])roarh to make to the agenries, state serretarirs
,mel city missions fol' funds on such a pr'oposition, hut
it would stand to reason that the National Conven-
tion could afford to pledge no less than $100,000 over
:md above the usual giving for this nve-year period.

It is fully within our potential as a Convention to

(See page IOR.)

existing city churches
part-time  ministry re-
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Louisville Reports

BY
ALBERTA  ROBINSON
Superintendent Bishop  McClain con-
tinues to lead the church school of
Third  Church, Louisville, Ky., toward a
morc  progressive program. The time
R(-hedule has been improved and 1 young

adult
Much

class has been organized.

praise  has wueen given to the
music  leadership of the church. 'I.'he
three  choirs and male chorus continue
to  progress. Pastor F. 'l Floyd is
greatly helped by them in the worship
leadership. Mrs.  Christian R. Reed is
president of the senior choir, and MI'.
Nathaniel Riley heads the male chorus
group.

‘rhe  usher
other  groups
cial benefits
the usher

lead all
of finan-

board continues  to
in the promotion
for the church. Last month
board sponsored a dinner and
program. Mrs.  Hathaway, the  state
president of Lexington, was present.
'I.'ne missionary program  of the Third
Church is under the capable leadership
of Miss Ella M. Alcorn. 'I.'ne group co-
operated with  the churches  which pre-
sented Mrs. Rosa Page  Welch, noted
singer and lecturer, to the city last
month.

There has been
church  attendance

a marked increase in
since last fall. Al-
though, the seating capacity has been
slightly  decreased by the new pews in-
stalled by the wusher board, and a small
increase in  membership has been made,
these  factors do not fully account for
the increased  attendance. The most im-
portant ~ factor is that a good many of
the young people, who grew up in Bible
school, but who went away to school or
temporarily lost interest in the church,
have manied and returned  with spouses
and children to fill the wvacant pews.

Young Adults

BY
LORENZO EVANS"'

This group, often spoken of as young
adults, is one of the most potential
groups for service that we have on our
church  rolls. If the manpower of this
group was harnessed and channeled in
the service of the local church, what a
difference it would make in the life of
every  church  group! More and more
we are becoming aware of this unused
power in the church and are attempting

to challenge it for service.

For the first time a group of young
adults were invited to attend the' plan-
ning conference and commission in In-
dianapolis, Indiana, Thanksgiving week
end. Here some thought was given to
a young adult  progmm in the local

‘National director of Christian educa-
tion for the National Christian Missionary

Convention.

APRIL, 1954

MRS. CHARLES E. SHERMAN
(centpr) of the Park Manor Church in
Chicago, I, imparts the news of the Ille\
church plans to r-hilul'(n att(nlling a hOllle
fellowship in one of the Park Manor
dwellings. (See article on front page.)

One of the features of the Park Manor
Church  will be a community center pro-
gram for all age levels.

‘I.'ne  new minister, Charles Sherman,
has had a wide experience in the super-
vision of such activities through his work
in the student Young Men's Christian
Association  on southern  college campuses.

ACP Member

recent  application
for membership in The Associated
Church  Press, the editor of The
Christian Plea received the follow-
ing letter:

"Plea"

Following a

Deal' Mr. Fox:

I am delighted to inform  you
that the executive committee has
unanimously voted in  favor of
your  membership in 'l'he Associ-
~ted Church  Press. Accordingly,
you will receive the hand of fel-
lowship at the customary formal
induction ceremony  which is usu-
ally the first order of business at
the opening session of our annual
meeting in New York April 21...

the annual
now

Meanwhile, I enclose
press card to which you are
entitled as a member.

William  B. Lipphard

Executive Secretary

chUl'ch and how this wealth
might be conserved for the church.

Out of this meeting came some help-
ful suggestions  and recommendations for
a program  of work for young adults in
any local church.

'rhis year at the National
in St. Louis, Missouri, August
there  will be a workshop for young
adults. I'nis will be the first time a
workshop has been planned for this
age group.

Now is the time for
to begin making plans
adults to have them
their  vacation in St
will have an opportunity
young adults and have
experiences.

‘I'nis is one way that
will not want to miss this
for fellowship and growth.

of power

Convention
16-22,

local church
the young
spend a week of
Louis where they
to meet other
them share their

each
with

we grow.  You
opportunity

Teen-Age Book Out

A new gift book for teen-age  boys
and girls entitled The 7 Teen Years
has been  written by Mrs. Alberta Z.
Brown. ‘I.'ne book deals with the prob-
lems and opportunities teen-agel's face
regarding their body, home, education,
money, leisure, friends, religion, atti-
tudes, \\"orld, and their future.

It is written in a casual
manner  and is illustrated
lightful, cartoon-styled
will love.

and friendly
with 34 de-
pictures youths

Mrs. Brown, a young mothe) of two
chil<lren, has taught  junior high and
senior high school students for 12 years.
She has written youth  curriculum ma-
terials  for Disciples of Christ and has
taught in youth conferences.

'rhe price of the book is $1.50. It is
available from the Christian Board  of
Publication, St. Louis 3, Missouri.

Teachers, (From page 101)

Luke  10:30-35. Do |
lesson of humility and
in my everyday life'
22:41-44.
close to
I will pray.

27:33-50.

under-
service

Read
stand  his
and use it

Have | felt
me ~ He prayed

Read  Luke
Gethsemane
and surely

Read Matthew At the cross

I humbly bow.

20: 1-18. Do | feel the
within ~ me~

John
Christ

At this
meditate
leveis  of
Christ.

Read
living

Easter season | will
and pray that | may reach
communion with  the

think,
new
Risen

"I will recapture
simplicity  of
Easter as |
through life's
I will make it an
God's love and
and joy.

~What is the meaning

That  wonderful season
lime~

What is the
brings~

What is the carol
Its meaning

Or selfishly
sire;

It's a challenge
ly give

To the
might

Its a
abroad,

Until  all
God;
Its a time for
and love

Of the risen
above."

the joyousness  and
guide my  children
experiences.

interpretation of
care, of wonder

of Eastertime,
of joy sub-

challenge of love it

of peace

is more than
seeking  one's

it sings ~
gay attire
own de-

to serve and to free-
Christ

live.
song

who died that we

of peace to be sung

shall know of the love of

worship  and praise

Christ ~ who  reigns

-Author Unknown

To help us as teachers
ture and satisfying concepts
standing of the crucified and
Christ "™e must earnestly study.

grow into ma-
and under-
risen
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ers and counselors in developing
program  for young people.
on the church policy-making

H H'H Hecently the Christian  Women's  Fellow-

SerVICe and Sacrlflce ship of which T am a member (Icciueu to

BY use an idea centered around the time

MRS. ORENE COLE" selector for a program entitled: "How
\Wiue Our Fellowship."

As we approach the  Easter season, Materials for such a program arc:
our  thoughts are  turned toward _the palms allu flowers for background; one
E:Iri?)srsll Oflt CIT_: \;art);mean?/vhetnhe Wgeiggfm%‘éw large  duplicate of the time selector;

: X | olle tall white candle and holuer; HIIf-
the Wor_nen who I_oved alld  foliowed  Je- ficiant  small candles for participants;

Z?:CO\ET;M a’[c~Thee ﬂ;:]pt;o ig‘:l(g th(\eNegre;te one long or round table; one lace, or

L white  cloth; one record player and ap-

'(;c:)lnsecr'\a;lteddl when we  read X a_galnd thatt jJropriate folk song records; sufficient
"ayt“"ag tz;ene Watl;“ttcohmmlsgonet o I'eSOUI'ce material to supply the readers
go te € news " as since  trans- with  information about the countries to
for_lr’_nhe_d the Y"?r'd't . ) ) be mentioned;  appropriate  costumes  rep-
the I\i/ak:ppg:‘n rtT:en sacrif(i)ciaslerw;ioint(;?lr;e ('; resenting different countries and  white

_ . robes for the candie bearers.

JTSES'[ and ;he brgakmg of _the _precwt:; You might contact your local, area or
?a aster foxih'H arr]‘ E’OUJ‘V\;:‘igme e state  wod,er in respect to how such a
en_seness 0 . __ou_r at - unpopu- jJresentation can be made. It is only olle
Li::g’ed' thejzt itm"r]mlzfstenggen th\rAc’:Jr;hen suii_ of the many ways we can dramatize the

: importance of  service and sacrifice,
sacrifice that Christian WOllien have Wh’i)ch is the Easter message

made their  contribution to the Church.

Our - missionary groups  will find many *M,-S. Cole has wlitten this al-tide as
helpful  suggestions for dramatizing our one of a seTies instituted by the Chhstinn
commission  in  materials that are dis- Wom%‘_'s_':e”owsr‘g’ of the Natli\sl’_’l‘%' CCIhI'is_—
. tinn ssionm* onvention. . ole 1Is
tributed through the regular channels. f'rom |_'m|,|a R),;ck_ A-Y—k_l :

THIS IS CYF Here is a new handbook to
guide CYF officers, committee chairmen, teach-

an effective

When both those
level and youth

leaders use it, it better relates the youth program to the total
program of the church. It covcrs youth responsibilities  for church
school  classes,  Sunday
evening  fellowship,  dis-
Fe”owship trict and statc mcetings,
and mid-week activitics.
NO3 Subjects  covered are:
Now it's what CYF is, how to plan
I'eady! the youth program, func-
Guidance, tions of officers and execu-
materials, tive committec, how to
and I" e- ca'endarize  thc program,
SOUTCES o role of the adult counse-
assure  sen- \
iors and lor, and the pro glam
older youth areas (study, worship, en-
49 top-flight listment, service and rec-
Sunday evening  programs in reation). The previous
1954-55. Four pages of practical CYF han dboo k and 5
helps for each session: directions manuals are replaced by
for the youth leader, materials, this one handy volume for
worship  suggestions, discussion use in credit leadership
qucstions. classes in youth confer-
Proccdures include:  discussion, ences and for a first series
activity-work  sessions, indoor and leadel's hip training
outdoor worship, dramatic course. 75 cents per copy.
sketches, music, etc. $3.50
pel" yearly book; 3 for
$10.00.
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Bold Program

du thi~. Howel'er, it ™ill call for tactful
and persistent  promotion. As to this phase
~uggestions  su(h ns the following  might
ue o fferl'<t:

That thl'
COllvention

(<Ton; llaJC 7()0.)

National ~ ChriHt ian Missiuna r,Y
in  cooperation with  Unified
Pl'umotian and Special lays engage at
least two adtlitional  staff persons to ad-
minister and execute such a program.

\Ve
Program

this outline of A Bold NI'w
bl'fore  you for your serious con-
si,lemtion in the faith that all things nrc
possible  through Jesus Chl' is t that
strengthens  us.

lay

Building Dedicated

'1'ne  Christian Board of Publication
dedicated its new Bethany Bookstore
and three-floor  office and shipping  build-
ing in St. Louis, Missouri, last month.
Rpeaking at the Dedicator,)’ Service was
Mr. Oreon E. Scott, chai I'lnan of the
board, Dr. \Yilbur H. Cramblet, presi-
dent, and 1]),-. Hampton Adams, minister
of Union Avenue Church in St. Louis
and Secretary  of the Boar-d.

the Christian  Board
of Puhlication and Bethany Bookstol:e
was l'ecently held for all persons living
in o' passing through St.  Louis. Re-
freshments  were served periodically, and
motion pictnres shown by special ar-
rangement.

An open house for

facilities include:
a large lunchroom recreation equip-
ment for employees; a confel'ence  room
which  will seat up to 100 people; a
soundproof  audio-visual projection room;
furnished chancel in the bookstore; an
exhibit ~ of religious art originals from
which  pictures used in Bethany cur-
riculum materials have been made; a
spacious library  for research, new read-
ing tables and chairs; a bookstore hav-
ing one-tenth  of an acre of floor space;
and  spacious offices, hallways and re-
ception  rooms.

of the new
with

Features

Board of
to visito,'s

Christian
always  open
hou rs.

'rhe doors of the
Publication are
du ri ng business

(Fl'om Jage 101.)

Gives $100

Christian
~lal'ch

:Missionary ~ Convention in the
issue of The Chl'istian Plea.

She closed her
line: "I
not get

note with
told my husband
well, be sure and

the touching
even if | did
send it."

that several
have sent

Dr. Walker reports
across the brotherhood
lar gifts.

laymen
in  simi-

RENEW YOUR
CHRISTIAN PLEA
SUBSCRIPTION NOW
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SE:I-TOUGALOO  MERGER

Walker Serves on Merger Committee

A merger of Southern Christian Institute, Disciples of Christ junior
college and high school for Negro youth at Edwards, Miss., with the Con-
gregational  Christian Tougaloo College, Tougaloo, Miss., was approved
recently by trustees of the United Christian Missionary Society. Action
by the Congregational Christian American Missionary Association was ex-
pected to follow.

receive an "A" rating by the Southern
Approval  of the merger came after Association  of Colleges and  Secondary
meetings of a committee jointly appointed Schools. In 1952, its high school depart-
by the United Society and the Congre- ment became a college preparatory  school.
gational  board.  Disciple  representatives Tougaloo is a liberal arts college which
on the committee were Lewis H. Mc-  confers the degrees of Bachelor of Arts
Adow, Indianapolis,  chairman, Mrs. J-l I and  Bachelor of Science. Seven courses
Rudduck, ~ Mishawaka,  Ind., Albert H.  jn religion are offered and religious ac-

Martin, ~ Grand Rapids, Mich., Dr. J. E.  tivities are sponsored on the campus. A
Walker, Memphis, Tenn., and Mrs. Alice  strong department  of religion is planned.
G. Buckner and Dr. llarlie L. Smith of

Indianapolis, ex officio.

Also serving on the merger committee Bulletin
\-as Dr. Samuel C. Kincheloe, Chicago The World Council of Churches has
Disciple  who represented the Congrega- granted  the editor of The Christian
tional group as a trustee of Tougaloo Plea full press privileges for covering
College. the second assembly in Evanston, 1L,

Tougaloo Southern Christian Colleg-e August  15-31, 1954.

\l-as chosen by the merger committee as
the name for the institution. Each spon-
soring mission board will appoint six per-
sons who will serve on a joint board of
trustees  for the college. ]t is expected
that the fiJ'st hoard meeting \Vill btl hele]
next fall. Names of the six Disciples to
serve on the new college board wj]] be
announced by the United Society on their
acceptance.

Academic work at S.C.I. was suspended
in May, 1953, following recommendations
of a survey committee to the trustees of
the United Society. An institution with
a 78-year history, S.C.I. has trained sev-
eral thousand Negro young people, many
of whom later entered professions and
full-time  religions work. The decision to
revamp  this brotherhood service to Ne-
groes was made in the light of the chang-
ing educational needs of this group.

Tougaloo  College, founded in 1869, is
in its 85th session this year. It began on
a Mississippi  plantation near the city of
Jackson, in much the same way that S.C.I.

APPROVED

Henry Appointed

Kenneth  Henry, recent delegate to the
third \l-odd conference for Christian youth
at  Travancore, In-
dia, has been ap-
pointed as a youth
consultant  represent-
ing the Disci ples of
Christ at the Second
Ass emb 1Y of the
,yorld Council of
Churches  convening
in  Evanston, 1.,
August  15-31.
The  appointment
Was  confirmed by
the executive  coil-
mittee of the World Council's youth com-
mittel'.

Mr. Henry will participate in all of the
Assembly study groups for youth, though
as a consultant, he will not have the power
of vote.

Kenneth is an honor student at Jarvis
Christian  College, Hawkins, Tex.

was started, as a home mission project THREf: DISCIPLE MEMBERS of Southern Christian  Institute-Tougaloo Col-
of the church. In 1947, Tougaloo became lege  Merger committee, left to Tight-Mrs. H. I. Rudduck, Lewis McAdow,
the first Negro college in the state to chairman and Albert Martin. Not in pictuTe is Dr. J. E. Walker._

MAY, 1954
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The Plea Platform

1. The promotion of the National
Christian ~ Missionary ~ Convention.

2. The promotion of a high
churchmanship.

3. The promotion

quality

of open forum on

ideas relevant to Kingdom  Building.
4. 'T'he  promotion of  constructive
proposal and evaluation.

5. The promotion of dutiful  service

to all pa trons.
6. The promotion
doctrine  and principle.

of New Testament

Receiving the Plea

If you are not receiving The Plea as
you feel you should, we are anxious to
know the reason. It may be because of
one of the following situationB:

1. Your name plate has a faulty impres-
sion find yonl' name, street, town or
state is misspelled.

2. You have moved and left no forward-
ing ad tl ress.

3. Your subscription has lapsed.

4. Your paper is being sent to the wrong
address, but being kept by the persons
recei ving it

5. Our office has not yet changed the
address on your name plate.

Please drop us a card or letter if you are

having any sort of difficulty like the above

or if you know of other Plea patrons who

mentioned  similar  problems to you.
Send a 11 correspondence alld
money  to:

The Christian Plea
P. O. Box 4427
Wade  Station

St. Louis,  Missouri
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World  (ouncil

Along with preliminary news
the p"ogram  for the Second Assembly cf
the ™odd Council  of Churches  meeting
in Evanston, 111, next August, the execu-
tive committee of the Council indicated
timt each day would be filled with signifi-
cant features.

Monday,  Aug.
Oxnam  will preside
‘I"hich feature  reports
ser 't Hooft, the Central
reports  on e\-angelism.

Tuesday, Aug. 17-The main
the  Assembly, "Christ-the
‘Vorld," will  be
day.

Wednesday, Aug.
several nations  will enter serious debate
on the structure that the World Council
should take  for the next five years.
Matters relating to the Church and so-
ciety will also be considered.

21-Dr. Benjamin E.
a report from the Study

releases  on

16-Bishop G. Bromley
o\-er the day sessions
by Dr. W. A. Vis-
Committee, and

theme of
Hope of the
considered the entire

I1S-Leaders from

Saturday, Aug.
Mays will bring
Section on Race.

new

of Churches

Features

of the Assembly  will

Program

'T'he second week

deal primarily with  the six sub-themes
which  have  been  suggested. Some of
the several high lights include the fol-
Jo\ving-:

Monday, Aug.  23-With Archbishop
Athenagoras presiding, reports will  be
made by such leaders as Dr. Henry P.
Van Dusen and :Mlle. Madeleine Barot.

Tuesday, Aug. 24-With Dr.  John
Mackay  presiding, significant discussions
on worldwide missions and  evangelism

will be engaged in.

Wednesday, Aug. 25--A
sion on the main theme will be presided
over by the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Friday, Aug. 26-With Dr. G. K. A
Bell,  Bishop of  Chichester presiding,
speakers ~ from Nigeria, America and Nor-
way will address the subject: "1'ensions
of the World and Unity in Christ."

The  Assembly will  use
man  and
languages.
translation.

Plenary Ses-

French, Ger-
English as the three  official
There  will be simultaneous

-rou Wi want!
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How Is Your Family?

IS is the month to emphasize the importance of

the Christian family. The national theme is, "A
Troubled ,Vorld Needs Christian Families." The prob-
lem of maintaining the family circle of feJlowship and
security is a crucial issue that confronts most families
daily. ‘'I'ne local church ought to do something that
would at least be suggestive of solution to the families
that make up its membel-ship.

The modern family needs to know how to play to-
gether. It needs to understand that commel‘cializeu
recreation is not the only way to have fun, It needs
to be guided into experiences that not only emich the
physical life but the spil'itual existence as well. rl'he
local church that peovides opportunity for families
to come to church and/or homes for wholesome play
and fellowship, climaxed by a meaningful act of
worship, is helping to build durable Christian families.

The modern family needs to know how to enjoy
working together, ‘T'hat is, beyond the rugged tasks
of laboring for meat and bread, the members of the
modern family need leisure expeliences in pedoeming
pleasurable acts of creative work together,  The local
Chluch that promotes retreats, camping trips or craft
experiences for the whole family unit from time to
time will soon develop families that will eventually
find washing dishes at home and balancing the family
budget creative as well as pleasurable.

To Secure This Ministry

HERE WAS an important omission in th.e origi-

nal statement of ™'he Bold New Program.” No
substantial  I'eference ,vas made to provisions for the
ministry  after successful service has been rendered,
and time has taken its toll on physical energies, It
is precisely at this point that the local church must
take the initiative if a more vital era is to come into
our chur'ch life.

The recruitment  progTam of the church will fall
through unless we can point the prospective Chris-
tian leader' to a program of ministerial security that
is actually working in a great host of our churches.

11'rom the administrative point of view, our broth-
el’nood has the program, Our Pension Fund plan
is one of the finest in Christendom. The problem
does not rest with the plan, but with the people for
I'hom the plan is devised.

Every local church in our brotherhood should en-
roll in the Family Plan of the Pension Fund now!
If we appreciate the sacrifices and services that the
ministry as a whole is making, we will see to it that

our church enrolls. Participation in the Pension
11'und program brings mutual benefits. You are not
only helping to assure the future of your minister,

to make more secure the future
of all ministers and churches participating.

Further, you are saying to countless young people
who may even now secretly desire to give their lives

hut you are helping
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DR. CLEO BLACKBURN, president of Jarvis Chris-
tian College, is currently promoting plans for replac-
in.g the student dining hall that was destroyed by fire
recently.

to fnll-time Chl'istian service, but al'e wary of its
many uncertainties: ‘vVe love our minister and his
family. vVe appreciate the contribution consecrated

lives have made to the upbuilding
cause in the world.

You can make more secure this ministry. You can
say all of this and more now- by writing a post card

of the Christian

to Pension Fund of Disciples of Christ, 800 Test
Building, Indianapolis 4, Indiana, and say we vvant
to enroll!

Jarvis Dining Hall

HAT have you done to help Jarvis Christian Col-

lege get another dining hall? If you are like most
of us, you haven't done very much. Maybe it is because
you didn't know that the dining hall at Jarvis burned
down during the Thanksgiving holiday season. May-
be it is because you have not yet been impressed with
the actual need to help. ‘'vVhatevee the case, it is past
time for deliberation, we must do something now!

Every church and/or individual should send some
financial assistance for the building of a new dining
hall now, if but for no other reason than that Jarvis
is our school! 'The urgency of the need parallels that
of the All Peoples Church manse project in Los Ange-
les!

,Vhy not send a check from youe -church,
for a special love offering before the current school
yeal' at Jarvis is out, Send the money to De, Cleo
Blackburn, Office of the President, .Jal'vis Christian
College, Hawkins, Texas,

or ask
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THE HISTORIC  "MANSION
tute was the home of Presidents

HOUSE"

of many enjoyable faculty and student
hardly
JARVIS FOUNDER'S DAY
BY WILLIAM W. BENNETT

Founder's Day at Jarvis Christian
College was held recently. Hundreds  of
people visited the college for Sunday
morning  worship and remained through
the afternoon Founder's Day services
and an evening musical recital.

During the Sunday morning message,
Dean W. O. Gill related the history of
Jarvis  Christian  College, pointing up the
basic  philosophy of education promul-

gated by M1'. T. B. Frost, Dr. J. N. Ervin,
and others who established the initial
curriculum at the college. Dean Gill
pointed out that since its beginning Jar-
vis Christian  College has sought to pro-
vide education for “the himd, the hand,
and the heart." Jarvis seeks to continue
her  contribution to the world today
through  making  her students sensitive
to the resources about them and demon-
strating  how through planning these re-
sources might best be used.

It demonstrates that through the dex-
terous use of both the head and the
hands local resources can be made to
solve persistent problems  facing human
beings the world over. Jarvis seeks to
demonstrate that peace can come to the
earth when people in communities be-
come responsible livers, with a sense of
moral  obligation and moral courage to
themselves and for each other, the dean
implied.

Dr. T. R. Solomen, registrar at Prairie
View A and M College, delivered the
Founder's Day address. He spoke on
"vVhat  Our Educational Needs Are in
the World '£oday."

Mr. C. A. Berry, Sr., was presented an

honor award for long- time distinguished

service to Jarvis Christian College. Dr.
B. W. Rand, an alumnus of Jarvis, pre-
sented the award to Mr. Berry. Mr.
Berry, known to hundreds of Jarvis

alumni and friends as « Prof" was
among the first leaders to begin buil<ling
the physical plant which we know as
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J. B. Lehman

on the campus of Southel'll Christian Insti-
and John Long, as well as the scene
fellowships. Fond memories born here will

ever pass almy.

Jarvis  Christian  College. He guided the
clearing of the land, the building of
houses, the cultivation of crops and the
raising of animals for food. In the mean-
time, « Prof" was noted for training

the young people with whom he associ-

ated to be responsible, I'espectful and
resourceful. Mediocrity in performance
was an anathema to him. President Cleo
W. Blackburn  announced that in bestow-
ing this Honor Award wupon Mr. Berry,
Jarvis  Christian  College was lifting up
an individual who was fully worthy of
honor.

The college choir sang (, Te Deum" by

Gustav  Holst, "Onward, Ye People"” by
Jean  Sibelius, and "Gently, Lord, Q
Gently Lead Us" arranged by R. N.
Dett, at the afternoon  program.

Under the guidance of the director of
agriculture at Jarvis, a motorcade, com-
prised of some thirty cars and trucks,
toured the college  farm. Mr.  Clift
pointed out the areas of improvement
and  explained the  proposed develop-
ments for the future. Over 150 people

saw how the woods had been cleared of

underbrush  making way for pine forests
and grazing pasture land. They saw
what was once ragweed bottom land
now green with vetch and oats. 'lI'hey
saw once bent and twisted wire ann
crooked fences now long and straight
surrounding fattening calves and porky
pigs.

'I'ne tour ended at the College Ceme-
tery where a brief ceremony was con-
ducted in honor of pioneers T. B. Frost
and J. N. Ervin. C. A. Berry, Sr., and
VV. D. Bingham, college minister, placed
wreathes  of flowers on the graves of the
honored dead.

A joint recital was held in the Mary
E. Ervin Chapel at 8:00 in the evening.
Mrs. O. S. Barker, a native of Dallas and
fmmer music  teacher at  Jarvis, and
alumnus  Terry Alexander were the par-
ticipants. 'l'ogether they  presented a

(See page 116.)

May Family Month

Chicago (NCCC)--The whole family has

a birthday this month. National Family
Week will be observed. "A  Troubled
\Yorld Needs Christian Families" is the
theme selected for this year by the joint

department  of family life of the National

Council of Churches.

Parallel observance of National Family
Week is carried on by the Jewish and
Catholic  groups. The interfaith aspects
ine planned by the Interfaith Committee
on the Family. This committee includes
Rabbi E. L. Freund, Synagogue Council of
America; Edgar Schmeidler, National
Catholic  Welfare  Conference; and Rich-
ard E. Lentz, National Council of
Churches.

Throughout  the United States churches
and interchurch  councils  will stress the
importance of the. family to the com-
munity and the nation. Partioular  atten-
tion will be given to ways in which fami-

lies may be supported and strengthened.

,"I'ne  Christian home is a well-spring
for society as a whole, serving as a source
of both moral conviction and religious
faith,"” says Mr. Lentz. « Today many
families  find it difficult to function at
their best, both because of their inner

confusion and the distractions of our

~ecular world."

While  snpporting materials for the
Week are prepared by the department of
family life, observance is further en-
couraged by the wvarious denominations
and councils of churches, which provide
devotional and reading suggestions,  book

lists, and programs for local churches and

families.
focused
American

"Family \Week annually has
attention upon the home in
life." Mr. Lentz points out, "enabling
the church and home together to plan
ways of coping with some of their com-
mon  problems. Many  community non-
church groups also join in the observ-
ance.' ,

The National Council suggests
ilies, "Go to church together,”
regular  family  worship,” "plan
Bible reading and fellowship to solve
family  problems," "have  picnics, trips,
or other family celebrations,” and "ob-
serve family-at-home  nights.”

'o churches the department suggests
family communion services, family study
projects, family visitation  eXChanges, re-
served sections for families in church to-
gether, father-son teams as ushers, family
assistance  with services, remembrances for
home-bound members, family festivals, in-
ter-congregation activities.

,("T'he

to fam-
"begin
family

home," Mr. Lentz declares,
"through the kind of family life it de-
velops, can transform both neighborhood
and larger society."”

St. Louis Awaits You
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OPEN FORUM. ON "BOLD NEW PROGRAM"

(Comments by readers of editorial appearing

Twofold Emphasis Needed

BY R. H. PEOPLES"'

OUR "Bold New Program™ is good. Your analy-
Y sis of the present-day situation, as regards the
opportunities  that face our brotherhood in the urban

and rural areas of our great country, is absolutely cor-
rect. And | might add that you have stated correctly
the attitude of our churches.

I am in agreement with the objectives you set forth,
the projects suggested, and the bi-racial approach to
solving the problems. My proposal would differ, per-
haps, only in method and emphasis. Having followed
the Convention Program for the past twenty-five years
and active in its leadership for more than twenty years,
my first emphasis would be a "Bold New Financial
Program™ linked with an intensive program of evan-
gelism. The Convention itself and the churches that
support it must do more before we can expect more
from the cooperating agencies or the brotherhood at
large.

It is at this point | would reverse the emphasis in
my program. Our immediate goal within the next 5
years should be to produce, at least, 10 churches across
the brotherhood with a thousand or more members

each, and 100 others with a proportionate increase in
membership.  'With a strong simultaneous program of
visitation  evangelism and membership  conservation,

and with diligent work we can achieve this goal.

As a part of the membership conservation program
the national staff and state workers should encourage
our churches to employ a staff of full-time workers in
the local churches whose main purpose will be to initi-
ate programs and activities for all age groups.

The new program of finance should have a twofold

objective.  One: to raise special funds to be used in
such cooperative ventures as outlined in the "Bold
New Program”; and two: to lift the total missionary
giving of each local church. A special emphasis in
missionary giving is to be made in the churches where
the evangelism program is in operation.
e | would emphasize in-service training for men and
women who are the present leaders of our churches, at
the same time we carryon the pogram of recruiting
and developing new leaders for the minstry.

The National Convention must lead the way in any
"Bold New Program,” it must lead with cash not
pledges, and it must lead with sincere spiritual dedica-
tion to the bringing in of the Kingdom of God.

*Pastor of Second ChUIl'ch, Indianapolis, Ind., and former
dil'ectol' of Christian education and church development for
N egl'o Disciple churches.

Include Social Action

BY
R. L. .JORDAN*

HE Bold New Program,” you proposed is a
challenge! If our churches are ever to be moti-
vated by a clear presentation of what is needed your
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in April, 1954, isslte of The Christian Plea)
editorial should do it. You have not spared; | agree
with you. vVe have been pessimistic too long stating

what we cannot do. The time has
come for oue brotherhood to take a
positive aggressive attitude toward
the work of Kingdom building, lo-

cally, nationally and world wide.

However, | feel the "Bold New
Program”  should include a Social
Action proposal. This is a most neg-

lected area. Our people must be made
aware of their responsibility to par-
ticipate in efforts to improve the
and social condition of men in our com-
munities.  This in my judgment will focus attention
on a Church with a program designed to minister to
the whole life of man, instead of only the spiritual
portion alone.
Your analysis
urban areas and appraisal

eivic, political

of what ought to be done in large
of what can be done in rural
communities, ought to receive a loud "Amen." | com-
mend your editorial on a "Bold New Program” to all
of our churches and conventions, not only for study
but for adoption and action.

*Pastol' of the United Cllul'chin Detroit, Mich., and present

chail'man of lhe commission on social action of the National
Chistian esMissionary Convention.

Wants Estate Included

BY
MERL R. EPPSE"'

I want to commend you on the contents of the April
issue of The Christian Plea, and especially the sugges-
tion for "A Bold New Program.” | have read it with
a great deal of interest, and find that you have put
your finger on the vital issues at hand.

In your fourth item speaking on the challenging na-
tional program, you mentioned the Preston Taylor
Estate here in Nashville. In this respect, | would like
to add the following two items to the "Bold New Pro-
gram™ already suggested:

1. | feel that the work which has been begun here (in
Nashville, Tennessee) of cementing the Gay-Lea
Church should be launched on a national scale, and
that a national church for the brotherhood should
be established here with national support until it is
able to carry itself,

2. | feel that the Taylor enterprises should be sup-
ported on a national basis to the extent that our
perpetual care funds, property improvement funds,
and modernizing” equipment can be included so as to
make a permanent national source of income.

I am vitally interested in the program you suggest,
as well as the continuing progress of The Christian
Plea.

*Head of the Division of History and Geography at Tennessee
State  University, Nashville, Tenn,, and director of the Taylor
Estate enterpl'ises for the National Convention.
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NCCC Office Unsettled

1'he National
largest religious
-is  still house hunting.
tt'rs  offices presently scattered among
eight buildings located in two cities, the
Council and its 30 constituent communions
have been striving for nearly tiro years
to find a suitable home where all depart-
ments and nnits would be located under a
single roof.

Last w'eek a special Committee of Ten,
headed by Dr. E. 'l Dahlberg, St. Louis
pastor, met in New York to hear offers of
sites in four cities-New York  (where
most offices are located now), Cleveland
and Columbus, Ohio, and Chicago. '1'11e
offers, latest of a series presented to the
Council, were taken under advisement, with
indications  that a committee recommenda-
tion will be presented to the Council's
General Board, for a decision, when tilt'
governing body meets in Chicago this
month.

Council of Churches-
body in the United States
With  headquar-

Perhaps no phase of establishing the
Council, born in Cleveland in December,
1950, has created such widespread interest
among churchmen as the choice of its
physical home. Eleven cities in the Mid-
Irest and East evidenced strong interest
in the headquarters, and formal hearings
were granted them by a large committee
of denominational leaders-predecessor of
the Committee of 'l'en.

The  larger committee recommended
postpon'ing a final decision for as much as
a decade, allowing the Council and coop-
erating  denominations plenty of time to
\l'ork out a choice best suited to all. 'JhO
increasing urgency of the problem, nou-
ever, has led to the latest efforts at un
early  solution-and the hope that the
Council's  Operation  House Hunt will bt
completed this year.

Worship at Sea

(NCcC)
Service to
sengers

A Passenger  Ships Chaplaincy
enable  Protestant ship pas-
to worship at sea as they would at
home ,ras launched recently by the Na-
tional Council of Churches. '"1'he newest
ministry to be formed in the Council's
Department of Evangelism, it will first
go into effect on ships plying the Atlantic
-worlcl 's busiest sea lanes. Pacific Ocean
ships will come in on the plan later, it
‘ras announced.

Dr. Jesse M. Bader, director
lism for the Council, said the plan aims
to eliminate the "hit-or-miss"” approach
to services of the past, and to provide
Sunday worship' services on "every  possi-
ble passenger ship traveling the ocean
lanes this year and in years to come."
Pastors  will participate on a volunteer
basis, he said, and are urged to cooperate
by informing  the Conncil department of
their ocean travel plans in advance. The
passenger line office and later the ship's

of evange-
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captain and purser
cording to the plan,
make arrangements for

are then notified, ac-
so that they may
services.

under
pastor  of
Church in

A special project committee,
chairmanship ~ of Halph Walker,
the Madison Avenue Baptist
New York City, is conferring  with ship-
line executives on equipment needed for
services, such as Bi bles, hymnals, surplices
anu other materials. Virtually  all major
passenger and cruise ship lines operating
out of the Port of New York are cooperat-

ing.

Graham Inspires London

London (RNS)-Bill Graham has an-

nounced he will carry his evangelistic cru-
sadc here to as many theatres and halls as
possible in London and neighboring cities.

The American evangelist, who has been
filling HalTingay Arena hel'e nightly, now
plans a two-way broadcast of his revival
meetings over post office transmission
lines.

Arrangements have already been made

for linking up a motion picture theater
in South East London with Harringay
Arena.

of Mr. Graham's team  will
meetings off, and then the
entire  sermon will be broad-
cast over loud-speakers. Meanwhile, the
crowds in the Harringay A"ena will be
able to hear the hymn singing of the local
theater audiences.

Mr. Graham is encouraging
tees to hire halls and theatres in other
parts of the country so that his nightly
aud iences will be as large as possible.

In 21 major meetings since his" dedica-
tion message” February 27, Billy Gra-
ham has addressed more than 207,000 per-
~ons in Harringay  Arena alone. Saturday
nowus were so large that recently the
(‘'vangelist has held three meetings on that
(lay, filling the 11,000 capacity arena each
time.

Members
start  the
evangelist's

local comit-

Ike's Pastor Honored

Cleveland, O. (RNS)-Dr. Edward L.
R. Elson, pastor of the National Preshy-
terian  Church in \Yashington, D. C. was
named  "Clergyman of the Year" by
ChUTChManagement magazine here.

B. G. LeTourneau of Longview, Tex.,
millionaire  manufacturer of earthmoving
equipment and one of the country's lead-
ing lay evangelists, was named "Layman
of the Year,” and Mrs. Harper Sibley of
Rochester, N. Y., former president of the
Uni ted Church wv\'omen, was named "Lay
\WVoman of the Year."

The awards,
sented during the

given yearly, will
fourth  annual Wash-
ington  Pilgrimage of American  Church-
men to be held in the nation's capital
May 1-2 under the magazine's  sponsorship.

be pre-

Dr. Elson has occupied the pulpit of
National ~ Presbyterian since 1946, coming
to it from pastorates in California. Presi-
dent and Mrs. Eisenhower worship at this
church. He is president of the Washington
Federation of Churches, former chairman
of the Committee on Religious Life in the
Nation's Capital,  vice-president of the
:Military  Chaplains' Association of the
United States, and Washington Chaplain
of the Military Order of \Vorlel War-s.

Advocates Family
hi Worship

O. (NCCC)-Whether whole-
family  church attendance should be en,
couraged, or the youngsters secluCfed in
the church building for a separate  pro-
gram, created brisk discussion in a lay
section meeting of the National  Council
of Churches' Christian  education division
sessions  here.

Cincinnati,

Family attendance should be encouraged,
definitely, said Dr. Lee J. Gable, professor
of Christian education at the seminary of
the Evangelical and Reformed Church in
Lancaster, Pa.

Moreover, he believes more churches
should think seriously about the entire
family  attending services as a unit even
if it is necessary to redesign the services.

"If  we believe that the family is the
primary  unit in Christian  nurture,  then
Worship by family groups makes good
sense, " he said.

On the other hanel, Dr. Gable cited
some argumcnts  for separate  services or
programs, such as: adult services are too
long for the youngsters; the church seats
are too high and too hard for them, and
the  children really don't understand
what's going on.

But he thinks that
understand  all
the attendance
less rewarding.

even if they don't
of the sermon and liturgy,
with parents is neverthe-

Seek Workable Faith

Dayton, O. (RNS)-More than a hu -
dred Dayton business, professional and
civic leauers met here to determine  how
they can put Christian beliefs to work
seven days of the week.

Among  the considered

were:

"Should a doctor
of a patient~"

"Should a Christian
product he himself is not" sold" on-~"

"What should a churchgoing lawyer do
when a client asks him to win a case,
right or wrong ~',

The conferees included doctors, sales-
men, lawyers, factory hands,  scientists,
supervisors  and government employees-
selected by their pastors from a group of
250 nominations. The Church Federation
of Greater Dayton sponsored the lira-day
meeting.

questions  they
pray for the recovery

salesman sell a

(See page 116.)
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