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RESOLUTION ON HANDLING OF

STATE FUNDS
Resolution on the handlilng of state funds
for the state of Missouri as recommended
by the state board at its meeting in Madi-
son, Mo., May 6.

STATE FUNDS-AN OBSERVATION
The purpose of the budget system, in
its operation, is to correlate and strengthen
but not to destroy the present system, (or
the individuality) of the departments; it
being thoroughly understood at all times
that whatever changes or corrections there
are to be made in the financial system of
any department, will be made by duly rec-
ognized or authorized agent or agencies of
that department in an official way.

In pursuance of the plan presented in the-
state Convention at St. Louis, August 7,
1926, and recommended by the future work
committee which reads as fQllows: We
recommend that the convention approve the
state budget system as presented in the con-
ference and the same be turned over to the
state executive committee for consideration
and usc as far as pradical and ]'eport at
the 1927 convention with their approval.
M-inutes of 1926 Convention, Article 1, page
28. The same were reported and accepted
by the convention. The following is thc
plan of operation for state budget as prp.-
sented to state board by P. A. Gray at
Madison, Mo., and accepted by that body,
and now it is being submitted to the con-
stituency for consideration and will hR
voted on at state convention which will meet
at Fulton, Mo., the first week in August.

Resolved:

1. That hereafter we shall corre-
late the financial prorgam of the four
departments and accept a common
budget for the Missouri work;

2. That we have a state financial
committee whose duty it shall be:

a. To submit to the state conven-
tion a budget for the ensuing
year, with its plan of coopera-
tion, which is as follows:

(1) State budget and its plan of
operation.

(@) The state shall have a central
secretary-treasurer into whose keep-
ing will come all moneys from the
four departments of the church as
tributaries  of the common treasure.
The central secretary-treasurer and
his assistant shall be bonded, it be-
ing understood that the state shall
pay for the same. .

(b) Each department shall retam
its own secretary and treasurer who
shall keep an acurate and detailed
account of all moneys secured from

all sources and forward the same
without delay to central treasurer.
Also each department, through its

proper officers, shall keep an item-
ized account of all its disbursements
for all purposes for the entire year.

(c) There shall be a budget com-
mittee (its working is a part of the
state finance committee) which shall
be composed of the presidents, secre-
taries and treasurers of the four de-

partments; the chairman of the state
financial committee and the central
secretary-treasurer. The latter two

being named (during ~n earlier ses-
sion of the convention through a rec-
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ommendation committee) and pre-
sented to the convention for its final
approval.

(d) Each department shall submit
its prospective budget for the ensu-
ing year to this committee and to do
this as early as possible prior to the
assembling of the state convention,
and not later than its very first ses-
sions. We suggest as a basis of
estimation (for the department's
budget) that the previous year's re-
ceipts and disbursements, the objec-
tives (which usually indicate the de-
velopment  work anticipated) and
the recommendation  of the future
work committe's report be used.

(e) The budget of each depart-
ment must be governed by the finan-
cial possibilities of that department;
its opportunities for a common or
mutual service plus excess amount of
finance (or the possibilities of secur-
ing same) accruing from other
sources to meet the demands of the
submitted budget.

(f) The state budget committee
having the necessary data and facts
involved (the various departments
having submitted their budgets) will
formulate a common state budget in-
cluding the interests of all the depart-
ments and will submit the same to
convention for the ensuing year.

(g) All departments desiring
funds which have been previously
stated in its budget and fully ac-
cepted by the budgeting committee
but for which item that department
has not deposited sufficient funds to
cover, it is to be understood that that
department  will give ample notice to
the state financial committee indicat-
ing its desire for such funds, the
amount needed, the date and the
purpose of same, thus giving the
committee  time for consideration
and if possible to secure the needed

fund, providing of courS€ that it
does not disarrange the financial pro-
gram of another department that

has been paying for its upkeep. Any

department may give away its claims
to such funds or its right to such
funds if it so desires, it being thor-

oughly understood
and encouragement giv.en in this par-
ticular way is ample indication of
the" Spirit of Good \Till" and mu-
tual helpfulness and charitable co-
operation.

(h) The departments may with-
draw funds from the central secre-
tary-treasurer at any time on order
properly written and duly signed by
the authorized or recognized official,
this officer (the secretary-treasurer)
will immediately forward said check
as per instructions  (providing the
amount is on hand). If it is not, he
will notify the one issuing the order
and the chairman of the state finance
committee, who will proceed to ar-
range as best he can, for the needed
funds.

that all such help
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WORKING WITH CHURCHES
B. C. Calve,rt, Evan. of Mississippi

Evangelist Calvert conducted the
dedicatory  services of N. Farish
Street Church of Christ Sunday,
May 1, 1927, with a splendid audi-
ence present. A number of teachers
and students came from the S. C. 1.
and helped out wonderfully with the
song service. The church sold its
former lot, and has bought and built
on the corner of short Farish and
.B-'ortication Streets. The people are
now flocking to us.

The writer is now conducting a
revival at the Farish Street Church,
and has four accessions to date. The
prospects are bright for a great
meeting. Interest high: Large
crowds. Old Jerusalem gospel bein~
preached. It is cutting its way.

Many are seeing the truth as never

before. Pray that the word of God
may ever find lodging in men's
hearts.  Christ's Kingdom is gaining
ground. Give God the glory.
PIEDMONT'S GROWING
LIBRARY

Pres. J. H. Thomas

Approaching the end of her twenty-sev-
enth year, Piedmont Christian Institute
looks back to observe with pleasure that she
has been peculiarly fortunate this year in
the interest friends have taken in her li-
brary. Tlnee valuable gifts of books have
come to her since the opening of the session
last September.

The first consisted of about a score of
volumes culled from his own private collec-
tion by a good Michigan friend named W.
H. Hedges. They are of varied character,
including such diverse titles as Ruskin's
Ethics of the Dust and the Life of David
Livilngstone.  Along with the books, Mr.
Hedges also gave a microscope which had
been the property of ~ dear son he had but
lately lost.

The next library gift was from J. M.
Davis, the member of Piedmont's faculty,
who has charge of the Science Department.
Mr. Davis' gift, entitled Outlines of Knowl-
edge, is in twenty volumes and, as the name
implies, covers quite extendedly every sub-
ject relating to general culture.

The third gift, Lord's Beacon Lights of
History, came from Attorney W. C. Martin,
a native of the same county in which Pied-
mont is located, but for many years estab-
lished in his profession at Washington, D. C.
In fact, Mr. Martin has asked for a sep-
arate section of our library shelves, which
he has expressed the intention of filling at
length with" The W. C. Martin Cpllection,"
the same to consist of such sets of standard
works as he from time to time shall find
needed and available. His gift this year is
the second he has made in line with that
intention. Last year he gave the latest edi-
tion of the International Encyclopedia (20
vols.) published by Dodd, Mead & Co., and
also the Funk & Wagnalls best bound edi-
tion of their New Standard Dictionary.

At such a rate, Piedmont will shortly
possess an enviable library; and certainly
both faculty and student body are grateful
to the donors.

The Kingd.om of God is within us. There
is where God is worshiped. There is the
place that God speaks to us in a form that
is absolutely infallible, the guiding of God
through the power of His Holy Spirit.-
Bishop Philip Cook.
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PREACHING SERVICE
ATTENDANCE

"How do you get the Bible pupils to

remain for churchl" is one of the first
questions asked in convention confer-
ences. This is a fair question, but the an-

swer
torily.

cannot always be given satisfac-

May | suggest another question or
two before attempting to answer. What
is offered those who remain for the
church service~ Is it profitable to at-
tempt to hold all age groups'

In the first place we note that a num-
ber of different programs are in opera-
tion which offer at least a partial solu-
tion to this question. One minister in a
small church has unified the morning pro-
gram providing for instruction, worship
(including the communion), and preach-
ing. This covers a period of about two
hours and holds probably 90 to ;95 per
cent.

Another minister and superintendent
have worked out a program whereby the
school meets by departments. While the
Adults and Young People are studying
the regular lesson of the day, the minis-
ter is speaking briefly to the various
younger groups in turn, fitting his mes-
sage into the department program. Dur-
ing the regular preaching service at-
tended by the older groups the children
have their study period. ‘'rhe communion
service is builded into the department
program among Juniors and Interme-
diates, and is given its regular place in
the morning church service where the
older groups are in attendance. This en-
tire program is about two hours in length.

In still another church a Junior con-
gregation program is carried out parallel-
ing the morning worship service. In this
group, children from the older Primary
age up through the Junior and into the
Intermediate  group are assembled for a
program planned especially for them.

One large church plans for a continuous

program for Primary and Junior depart-
ments meeting separately covering two
hours and fifteen minutes including di-
rected study, worship, recitation, drill
work, and closing story period. Above
the Junior department the regular school
and preaching service program proceeds
as usual with quite an "exodus" be-
tween.

Now, you say, what are you going to
do about itT Is there a general program
that will succeed anywhere’ No. Every
local situation calls for individual solu-
tion but there are several suggestions that
should guide in seeking a solution to this
time worn problem. Give these -careful
study.

Suggestions to get the Bible School to
attend  church;

1. Be thanKful you are holding the
folks through the Bible School hour. At
least something worth while has been
done.

2. Provide a nursery where the babies
and even Beginners can be cared for
while parents attend the morning worship
service.

3. Over children whose parents are not
in attendance we can have but little con-
trol unless some suitable program is pro-
vided.

4. Junior and Intermediate
should sit with their parents
or be under Adult supervision
tion set apart for them.

5. In building the program of the mOin-
ing use everybody in some way, making
opportunity for participation.

6. Use Scripture and hymns that are
familiar through having been used in de-
partment or class work.

7. In Intermediate classes ask each one
to use notebook to write down the min-
ister's text and subject also items of spe-
cial interest to be reported on next Sun-
day in the class period.

children
ordinarily
in a sec-
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8. Use duplex system of glVIllg, with
each one pledged. and worshiping regu-
larly through the offering.

9. The minister would do well to aim
at the Intermediate level of understand-
ing. In other words stay "out of the
clouds" and never use difficult words
where simpler ones will carry the thought.

10. Give appropriate setting to the
Lord's Supper and observe it with orderly
dignity. The significance of the commun-
ion can well be impressed upon all includ-
ing Juniors and above.

11. The secret of the whole matter lies
in the co-operative effort of minister,
teacher, and parent.

12. Keep record of church attendance
through a given quarter and you will find
your Adults rather than your children and
Young People are the absent ones.

DISCIPLINE IN THE BIBLE
SOHOOL

John may give vent to his pent-up emo-
tions and get good bodily exercise by
whacking Bill over the he~d with a Sun-
day school paper during the class period,
but this process could hardly be calle’]
good discipline.

Boys will be boys and gJrls will be girls.
We cannot expect them to be angel~,
though they may have angelic symptoms
at times. The discipline we maintain
among them'during the Bible school hour
is a vital part of the educational process.

Some schools apparently teach disorder
and lack of reverence by the failure on
the part of the leadership to command
proper discipline.  The natural tone of
some schools and the general atmosphere
in which its sessions are held breathe a
spirit of disorder, while on the other hand,
there are schools which maintain a high
ideal in reverence, orderliness and the
atmosphere of culture.

If we are going to have good discipline
throughout the school, we must begin on
time, follow a schedule very conscien-
tious~y' maintain an attitude of reverence
as leaders, appeal to the interest of the
group, and make school condltions ju--
sible. The example of leadership counts
for much. Putting variety into the pro-
gram is a valuable asset. Being really
interested in folies and manifesting this
in quality of leadership, using the best
teaching methods, providing the most suit-
able equipment, all of these things have
to do with discipline.

One little fellow about nine years old
who dozed off to sleep in his Sunday
school class week after week, was often
teased by the other boys and was a bit
of wonder on the part of the teacher. On
investigation, the teacher found that this
boy was reared in poverty, got up at four
o'clock on Sunday morning to deliver pa-
pers and came directly from his route to
his Sunday school. Knowing this condi-
tion and making it clear to the class, this
item of disorder was overcome.

One boy on being asked why he passed
up one Sunday school and went on further
away from his home to attend another,
replied with the significant sentence,
"rhey believe in a fellow over there."
Yes, they believed in him enough to make
his school a real home and one in which
home discipline prevailed. The spirit of
co-operation was uppermost; control, re-
straint, and release were key words in the
school he attended.

In many schools the source of disorder
is in individual adults or a thoughtless
group of adults. A class moving to a gen-
eral assembly a few minutes late is often
a beehive of confusion.

Copies of this in leaflet form may be ob-
tained from the Department of Religions
Education, United Christian Missionary
Society, 425 De Baliviere Avenue, St.
Louis, Mo.
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THE PLEA OF THE DISCIPLES

HE plea of the Disciples is not

spoken of today as often, nor as
fervently as fonnerly. Some do not
seem to know what that plea is.
Some have forgotten the vast spirit-
ual dream of our great pioneers.

But the plea is simple and very
wonderful-it is the wunion of all
God's people in Jesus Christ, with the
Bible as the only rule of faith and
practice.  This includes the restora-
tion of the apostolic church, as the
only method of reaching Christian
_union.

The first person who departed
from Christ's teachings and substi-
tuted his own ideas commenced
"the  divisions of Christendom."

Those who treat Christ's words after
that fashion are responsible for con-

tinuing the divisions.

We find some in our own ranks
who "knock™  "our plea,” showing
thereby their lack of both loyalty
and thoughtfulness. These defeatist
spirits say; "Beautiful indeed the
theory-but it will not work. The

Disciples themselves are not held to-
gether by it."

Hence it is agreed that our plea is
a'failure.

‘I'nose ,vho thus speak should push
their argument a little further in
order to discover to what absurdity
it will lead them. They might as
reasonably say; "Christ's teachings
have failed to tie people together in
unity-they  are therefore a failure. "
But Jesus' words have not failed
and his teaching is not divisive. It
makes brothers out of people of di-
verse races and countries-those

that are far off and those that are
near. But there are carnal people,
who attach themselves to Christ.

They pull away and strive but it is
not because of Christ's teaching-it
is because they have not been
generated.

Our plea has not failed. On the
other hand it has succeeded wonder-
fully. It has become suggestive to
all churches and there are many
Christian  union organizations and
conferences in the world. The goal
has not been reached but the time
is here when every plan of union
must be sifted and assized. In such
an hour it is our duty, as well as op-

re-

portunity, to present our plan and
plea to the assembled representa-
tives of all the various religious
bodies in some kind of universal

Christian conference.  The churches
seem to be ready for such a gather-
ing, out of which would no doubt
come an understanding  that would
eventually work out real Christian
unity, co-operation) union ..

-B. A. Abbott.
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The UniforlUu Lesson for May 29

Peter Undaunted by Persecution-Acts

LL the ~postles of Jesus al'e actors in

this very dramatic s.tory, but Peter
seems to be the spokesman for them, as
usual. The story begins -with the twelfth
verse, with a recital of the "signs and
wonders wrought among the people” by the
apostles. The words, "The people ma~i-
fied them,” mark the growing esteem in
which the people of Jerusalem held the
apostles and the Christian group. The re-
sult was that “believers were the more
added to the Lord, multitudes both of men
and women." Verses 15 and 16 recall the
days when Jesus himself moved about
among the multitudes healing their sick.
People believed there was healing even in
the shadow of Peter, as men found healing
by touohing the garments of Jesus.
The high priest-

The high priest "and all they that were
with him,"” is another way of mentioning
the high council of the Jews. This is the
same council before which Peter and John
had stood but a little while before, and
also the same council with the same high
priests before which Jesus had been tried,
Peter therefore knew what these men might
wish to do and might be able to do. He
had already had an experience of their
power when he was threatened in connection
with the healing of the lame man and with
his fellow apostles had been shut up in
prison. With all this background -wedo not
forget that Peter is the apostle who had
denied his Lord three times before this same
body of men.

The jealous priests-

The marvels which the apostles were work-
ing, their favor among the people, the rapid
and great increase of believers, the widely
spreading interest which brought "together
the multitudes from the cities round about
Jerusalem,” were grounds enough for the
jealousy of the priests. It seemed as
though the popularity which attended Je-
sus was attaching itself to these men, his
apostles. They therefore faced the neces-
sity of dealing with these men as they had
dealt with their Master. They could not
deny the wonderful things that were done
in the name of Christt They could not
therefore stop the spread among the people
of the faith that Jesus who had been cru-
cified was indeed the long-hoped-for Mes-
siah. If this were true, the leadership of
the high priests and the council would soon
he at an end. There was therefore the same
jealousy that manifested itself against Je-
sus.

The boldness of Peter-

Peter who forsook his Master and fled
from the Garden of Gethsemane, but who
afterwards followed him only to deny him,
is now a man of entirely different spirit.
As he stands before this council, he knows
who they are. He is now standing before
them as his Master stood. If it had been
the same old-time Peter, there was now
more reason than before to consider his own
safety and to disavow any knowledge of
Christ or any 'relation to him.

But the resurrection of Jesus and the
forty days which followed it had made
Peter a bold man. He therefore does not
hesitate to charge the council to their faces
that they had slain the man Jesus whom
God had exalted "with his right hand to
be a prince and a Savior, to give repentance
to Israel, and remission of sins."

Just before he made this pointed charge
he had said, in answer to their admonition
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By Marion Stevenson

The Lesson Scripture
Acts 5:27-35, 38-42

27 And when they had brought them
they set them before the council. And
the” high priest asked them, 28 say-
ing, We strictly charged you not ‘to
teach in this name: ‘and “behold, ye
have filled Jerusaiem with your -teacCh-
ing, and intend to brmg this man's
biood upon us. 2'9But Peter and the
agostles ‘answered and said, We must
obey God rather than _men. 30 The
God of our fathers raised up Jesus,
whom ye slew, hanging him on a tree.
3! Him did God eXalt’ with his right
hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour,
to. give repentance to Israel, and re-
misSion of sins. 32 And we are wit-
nesses of these things; and so Is_the
Hoily Spirit, whom™ God hath given
to them that obey him.

33 But they, when they heard this,
were cut to the heart, and were
minded to slay them. 34 But _there
stood up one_in the councll, a Phari-
see, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the
law, had in honor of all the people,
and. commanded to put the men forth
a little whlle. 35 And he said unto
them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to
yourselves as touching tllese men,
what ye are about to do.

38 And now | say unto you, Re-
frain from_these mén, and ‘let them
alone: for if_this counselor this work
be of men, it wlll be overtllrown: 39
but if it is of God, ye wlll not be able
to overthrow them;” lest haply ye be
found even to be fighting against” God.
40 And to him they agreed:” and when
they had called “the apostles unto
them, tlley beat them and charged
them not fo speak in the name of Je-
sus, and let them go. They there-
fore departed from'the presence of tlle
council, rejoicing that they were
counted worthy to suffer dishonor for
the Name. 42 And every day, in the
temple and at home, theg ceased not
E(:)h t_ee%ch and to preach Jesus as the

rist.

not to preach in the name of Jesus, "We
must obey God rather than men."

There was more than jealousy in the at-
titude of these members of the council.
They were also filled with fear I~t the grow-
ing popularity of Jesus would stir the mul-
titudes to kill the men who had crucified
the Lord Jesus. They said, "Ye have filled
Jerusalem with your teachings, and intend
to bring this man's blood upon us."  There
was not only fear but hate in these words.

Here is a changed attitude on the part of
the council. When Jesus stood before them,
they were not afraid to kill him. Now they
are afraid of the menwho stand before them
in the name of Jesus whom they ha,d cruci-
fied.

Peter's assertion of the intention of him-
self and his fellows to obey God rather
than the Jewish council, together with Pe-
ter's face-to-face charge that they. had cru-
cified the Messiah, filled the council with
rage. ''When they heard this, they were
cut to the heart, and .were minded to slay
them."

Gamaliel's advice-

There was one man in the council who
was not carried away by rage, however,
much he may have feared or however jealous
he may have been. Moveover, he was a man
to whom the whole council would listen. He
was therefore a powerful personality. His
name was Gamaliel. Four things are said
about him in verse thirty-four.  First of all,
he was a member of the council, and there-
fore a man of character and influence, not
only in the community but before his fel-
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5:17-42

low council members. In the next place, he
was a Pharisee. In verse 17 we are told
that the high priest and those who were with
him were Sadducees. If Gamaliel were the
only Pharisee of the council, the faet that
they listened to him is all the more remark-
able, for Pharisees and Sadducees more fre-
quently differed than agreed.

In the next place, Gamaliel was a teacher
of the Law, a man of character and reputa-
tion such as Nicodemus was who came to
Jesus by night.

In the fourth place, Gamaliel was "had
in honor of all the people.” He was there-

.fore a man of good character as well as of

great wisdom. The council listened to him.

When, in accordance with the suggestion
of Gamaliel, the apostles were sent out of
the assembly room, Gamaliel said, "Refrain
from these men, and let them alone" (vs.
38). The reason for this advice was the
history of men who had come before the
Jewish people pretending to be the Mes-
siah. For a while they had fired the imag-
ination and the enthusiasm of multitudes,
much as Jesus had done, only to lose their
lives, as Jesus had done, and to have their
movement come to naught. Gamaliel there-
fore argued that this might be the story of
the popular movement which declared Jesus
to be the Messiah. Judging from the paat,
this was good advice and was readily ac-
cepted by the council.

Gamaliel suggested that the issue might
be left in God's hands. If God were not
in the movement, it would come to naught,
as the others had done. There was a hope
in the heart of every Jew that the Messiah
might come, but if it should happen that
Jesus was the Messiah, then God was in the
movement and to oppose it would be fighting
against God.

The apostles were recalled, and beaten,
and charged "not to speak in the name of
Jesus."  They went away rejoicing in the
fact that they had been persecuted for
righteousness sake and continued to glorify
the name for which they had suffered dis-
honor, teaching and preaching boldly Jo all
who would listen that Jesus was indeed the
Christ, the Messiah.

History demonstrated that Gamaliel was
wise. The Christian movement did stand,
although this was not the end of persecu-
tion. Evidently, therefore, God was direct-
ing the movement and perfecting it, as Je-
sus had promised that the gates of Hades
should not prevail against it.

In this connection it is interesting to re-
view the history of the churoh of God from
tlle beginning. Through these many cen-
turies it has met every sort of persecution
and has survived. The name of Christ, and
his true church, mean more to men and are
more widely spread among men today than
ever before.

Surely we have reason to believe that
God is standing above his own. This is a
pertinent question in regard to China as |
write these words. By a hundred years of
missionary labor the name of Christ has
been spread in China and many have pro-
fessed faith in him. Now that that great
land is torn with civil strife, we are anx-
ious not only about the missionaries but
about the Christians. Let us believe that
God is with them and that his church in
China will not only stand but emerge from
the trial stronger than ever.

This raises another question, Shall we tol-
erate or persecute’ Another question is,
Will the truth ultimately prevail'
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C~ristian Endeavor Topic for May 29

How Have Missions Helped China?
Luke 4:16-31
By Earl W. McCash, Minister First Christian Church, San Francisco, Calif.

Suggestive Questions

Who was the first modern missionary to
China'

What line of missionary activity do you
think most helpful for China'

What is meant by "ancestor
China'

Can Christianity be taught in China apart
from the example of Christians in America'

worship" in

Who is Dr. Macklin' How long has he
been in China'

Who was Dr. Sun Yat Sen'

What is the center of the nationalist

movement in China’

What do we mean by "extraterritorial
rights” in China'

Should foreign missionary boards demand
indemnities for damage done to missionary
property in the present disturbance in
China'

Paragraphs to Ponder

The greatest thing the missionary has done
for China is to bring to the Chinese knowl-
edge of the One God and of Christ his Son,
their Savior as well as ours. They have
been worshiping false gods all these cen-
turies, and the vast majority of them still
are. They have had the fear of devils to
torment them, and superstition to bind
them, and in very great measure still have.
But the missionary has planted the seeds of
truth about God and that seed is growing
and bearing fruit; and out of that knowl-
edge ther.e will come to China great bless-
ing, as there has come sooner or later great
blessing to every people who have found
God.

Missions have 'given to China many splen-
did examples of sacrificial living and un-
selfish ministry. The missionary gives up
much to go to China, and gives up more
and bears much in staying. This he does
without complaint, but rather in a fine
spirit of helpfulness. Not all Chinese see
and appreciate this life of sacrifice, of
course; perhaps only a few do, but the idea
is having its effect upon these few and is
helping them to a new concept of life, and
through them the idea and ideal will grow.
Thus slowly, but surely the life of Ohina
will be changed.

Through missionary endeavor the Bible is
being given to the Chinese. We know that
the great commercial concerns doing busi-
ness in China are not taking the Bible to
China, even though they may approve of its
being taken. Frequently they do not ap-
prove; nor are the governments having re-
lations with China making any effort to give
the Bible to the Chinese. Christian mis-
sions are the only source from which the
Chinese may expect the Bible and Bible
knowledge. The highest moral standards
the world has known are in the Bible, and
tae true way of life is clearly revealed in
it; and in giving the Bible to China mis-
sions are doing the Chinese a very great and
a very far-reaching service.

Christian missions have given China Chris-
tian Endeavor; and that is a service of tre-
mendous possibilities. There are today in
China more than 2.,500 Christian Endeavor
societies and everyone of them is a train-
ing school for young Christians. It is a
training school for citizenship, for Chris-
tian parenthood, for Christian statesman-
ship, and for citizenship in the Kingdom
of God. It is easy to see, then, of what
vast possibilities the Christian Endeavor
movement is in China. It is reaching the
youth, and the youth are the hope of China.
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Missions, by teaching Christian ideals and
Christian relationships, are slowly, but sure-
ly, bringing about the emancipation of the
womanhood of China, and that means
eventually the emancipation of the nation.
There has been a strong prejudice against
the education of women that is gradually
being overcome. Girls are being taught in
the secondary and middle schools, and there
are a few young women who have gone on
to higher schools. The Gingling College
for young women at Nanking has done
splendid work in this field. This school is
a mission school. It is closed during the
present trouble in China, but let us pr~y
that it may soon open again.

A better understanding of China and the
Chinese has been brought to the world
through Christian missions. The missionary
has come into intimate contact with the peo-
ple of China and has come to know their
customs, their psychology, their ideals, their
handicaps, a!l'd their many fine qualities;
and he has told the world about them.
Probably the most of our knowledge of
China has come to us through the mission-
aries' talks and magazine articles and
books. That understanding thus brought
has created a greater interest in China and
a growing sympathy for the Chinese. It
has helped to make China more truly one
of the family of nations.

When the missionary came to China he
quickly discovered that the Chinese knew
little and cared little about the conversation
of natural resources. Long before the mis-
sionary came China had been practically de-
forested for miles around the populous cen-
ters, and that means most of China. Seeing
the relationship of this deforestation to
flood and famine and draught, a mission-
ary set about showing the Chinese the folly
of it and getting a remedy for it. Through
these efforts led by Mr. Bailie, a missionary,
a school of forestry was added to Nanking
University, and practical reforestation has
been begun. It was a missionary, too, who
has been a leading spirit in the study of
flood control and prevention. Flood control
means in large measure the elimination of
famine and pestilence.

China today is undergoing a great polit-
ical change which we believe will result
eventually in a stable government "for the
people, by the people, and of the people."
There is a determined and aggressive na-
tional movement in China that is making
headway. There are counter movements to
c?mbat, huge handicaps to overcome, preju-
dice to remove, and foreign suspicion and
interference to contend with, but there is
promise of success. The missionary did not
instigate this movement, but he did open
the gates for enlightenment and progress that
have led directly to this movement; the mis-
sionary is not leading the movement today,
but he has given wise counsel, and is still
needed to give his advice. There have been
excesses, and we may expect others; for the
transition of so va,lt a population from
ignorance and oppression and exploitati<fu
could scarcely come without it. Undoubt-
edly, however, the leaven of Christian teach-
ing has prevented far worse and more nu-'
MErous excesses.
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Mid-Week Prayer Meeting Topic
For May 25

The Prophet Amos
By Gilbert E. Ireland

Amos the prophet--

Selected from the lowlier ranks; a shep-
herd of a small flock; adding to a slender
income by piercing the fruit of the syca-
more (7:14), a needed process to ensure
its ripening. Not trained for a "profes-
sional' '; note the saying common in our
own day "I'm not a prophet.”  There had
long been "schools of the prophets,”
not of men inspired for prophetic
ministry, but whose duties were meditation,
prayer, study of the law, training of the
morals of the people (see 1 Sam. 19:18-20;
2 Kings 2:3-5). Amos was not one of those
disciples of the prophets, but he was cer-
tainly gifted with natural talent and with
considerable education. "We gather from
his book a high idea of the state of litera-
ture in Judea when a man fi'Mingso humble
a calling could write so clearly and in such
pure and rhythmical language.” Says a
critic, "The poetic structure of ooapter 4
is quite perfect; the technical arrangement
of the dirge is perfectly understood (5:2;
8:10)."

Tekoa, his home, was a small town south
of Jerusalem, poor land around and a sterile
desert beyond it. But Amos was a sterling
soul. His proclamations are marked by a
lofty courage and fearless facing of those
whom his messages offended (e. g. 7:10-16).
Though of the southern kingdom his mes-
sages are largely to the northern. To those
who crushed the poor and needy; who rev-
elled in luxury; dwelt in ivory houses;
cheated in trading; and crushed the poor
and needy; stern retribution was declared
(4:1-5; 6:1; 8:4-10).

The prophecies-

We can scarcely realize that the stirring
and heroic scenes in which Amos took fore-
most part transpired within such small
areas. But truth and courage were the
same then and there as they are always
and everywhere. From Tekoa, his home,
to Bethel, where these intrepid messages
were delivered, where the shepherd-prophet
faced alone the luxurious, godless oppres-
sors of the poor, the distance was only
twenty-four miles. This southernmost town
in Israel had been made the religious center
of the northern kingdom by the setting up
of the golden calves by Jeroboam when he
grasped the ten tribes from Rehoboam (the
Jeroboam of 7:13 was Jeroboam second).
The self-indulgent oppressors of the poor
are warned that they cannot escape; their
day of doom is sure (6:1-7). If they reck-
lessly desire "the day of Jehovah" they
terribly deceive themselves, for that day will
be to them a day of utter darkness (5:18).

Note some striking sayings of Amos which
are often quoted yet, probably, without
thought that we are indebted to Amos for
"Shall two walk together, except
they were agreed™  (3:2.) "Prepare to .
meet thy God" (4:12). "Seek the Lord
and ye shall live" (5:6). "Seek him that
maketh the Pleiades and Orion, and turneth
the shadow of death into the morning"
(5:8). "As if a man did flee from a
lion, and a bear met him" (5:19). " Woe
to them that are at ease in Zion" (6:1).
"l am .no prophet" (7:14). "Ye that
say, when will the Sabbath be gone, that we
may set forth wheat, making the ephah
small, and the shekel great’ (8:5). We
note, too, the height of terrible sublimity
reached when Amos shows that neither in
the heavens nor in the underworld of the
grave; not in the ocean, nor anywhere, can
offenders hide from God. But yet, mercy
will reign; even yet, the tabernacle of
God's people shall be set up again (9:1-4;
11-15).

THE CHRISTIAN  PLEA.



The Tyranny of Words

nqiqu
11 is not what is said, but the way it
is said that counts,” is a weary tru-
ism.  "Words! Words! Words!"  sighs
the melancholy Dane. "Words are the
daugh ters of earth,” sonorously announces
Dr. Samuel Johnson not quite lost in lex-
icography. "Heaven and earth shall pass
away bnt my words shall not pass away,"
proclaims the Word that became flesh; and
lays an equal weight of importance upon
men's words in his judgment, "for by thy
words thou shalt be justified and by thy
words thou shalt be condemned."” The
terror of that judgment the 42,000 learned
at tbe .Jordan Fords in the time of Jeph-
thah when tbe slip of the tongue on a

single syllable cost them their lives. "Syl-
lables ~overn the world,” is not alto-
gether hyperbole.

The powerful influence yet exerted by
mere phraseology is illustrated by the very
common readiness of people to accept or
reject new doctrines because of the way
they aro dressed out in language.
Thoughts, like people, receive ready en-
trance into certain societies because they
come in conventional attire. rruth  in
livery, and truth in rags, seem to be two
very different personages. To pierce the
outer garment of thought and apprehend
its trustworthiness is one of the hardest
intellectual exercises imposed upon men.
How mnch of the fancied antagonism be-
tween science and religion is due merely

to verbiage is an open and interesting
question.

Suppose, for example, a modern man
should read in some ancient manuscript

the following statements:
days there dwelt in that city a certain
prophet of the Jews, a righteous man,
who meditated npon the law of the Lord
day -and night. And he saw, as it were
in vision, a new heaven and a new earth.
But when he made known his vision unto
the people, some scoffed, and SOlue asked
that a sign be given them for his au-
thority to speak these things. But the
prophet answered saying: Except ye see
signs and wonders ye will not believe!
Blessed is he who hath not seen and yet
hath believed. But nevertheless a sign
shall be granted unto you. By night the
stars of the heavens dot the sky as the
sands of the sea for numbers; but by day
no man seeth the stars. This, therefore,
shall be the sign unto you: In the midst
of the day, the sun shall be turned to
blackness and, through the face thereof,
ye shall see the stars shine forth as in
the night. At this many shook their
heads and went their way; but some said,
Let us go and see. So, on the day many
appeared at the hour set, and they looked,
and behold! 'r,he light of sun died out of
the heavens, and it became black, and the
stars shone through the face thereof; and
all who saw were amazed and wondered,;
and a great fear fell upon the whole
people, and many believed the vision of
the prophet concerning the new heaven and
the new earth.

Without doubt, the claim of such a
~tatement to truth, would. be entirely re-
jected by many minds. It sounds entirely
alien and strange to the language em-
ployed by modern science. It is odorif-
erous with ancient superstitions and redo-
lent with miracle. On its very face it
carries a warning to the man of scientific
spirit and drives him away from it as if
it cried, "Unclean! Unclean!"  Yet these
words are" Ancients in phrase, mere mod-
ern in their sense."

Now in those

eUniversity of Pennsylvania.
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For now, suppose that we translated them
into the language of science, and an-
nounce: Einstein, the great mathematician,
by due processes of reasoning, arrived at
a totally new conception of the wqrld of
space that light does not travel in it in
straight lines. As a crucial test of his
theory he proposeu the following obser-
vation. If uuring any total eclipse of the
sun, certain stars known to be located be-
hinu its disk, should be visible, his theory
would be established. At the very next
eclipse, certain astronomers made the ob-
servation and found Einstein's prediction
to be true. A star located behind the
sun was visible. ‘rherefore, many, scien-
tists accepted Einstein's theory of space
and his revolutionary conception of the
world.

How different the story sounds when it
is told in the hard, cold, matter-of-fact,
poverty-stricken language of science! Yet
for that very reason, people accept the
theory and count it absolutely true, who
at the same time, rejeot utterly, and with
nigh unto a curse, the former account. Yet
the two narratives differ in no essentials.
'rhey are merely dressed up in different
phrases- and words. The one suggests, and
does no more than suggest, an odor of
sanctity, while the other states the stark
and barren facts. ‘'rhe one account no
more infers a miracle than the other. But
how easy it is to believe the latter and
reject the former.

How many reject the miracles and vis-
ions of the New 'lI'estament and declare
them to be unbelievable on account of
their language alone! What essential dif-
ference is there between Einstein's vision
and that of Peter on the housetop, for ex-
ample. If any difference in claim for
scientific procedure exists, it lies in favor
of Peter's method. For to Einstein came
a vision,-whence or how nobody can tell,
except in the most superficial terms,-
and he accepted it, and then subjected it
to the test of facts later. Peter also
received a vision, and with true scientific
spirit, wei~hed it cautiously, being unready
immediately to accept it as true, but" was
much perplexed in himself what the vision
which he had seen might mean."  Then
came a series of facts; and then and not
till then, did Peter announce a new law
in the spiritual world, as significant as
Newton's law of gravitation in the physi-
cal world, saying, "Of a truth 1 per-
ceive that God is no respecter of persons."”
The centuries since have verified that law
in all its fullness. Which process, think
ye,-Einstein's or Peter's, is the more
scientificc’  And can anyone think of a
great natural law that was not revealed
in _a vision'

For those who are still so wedded to
words that they cannot distinguish mean-
ing from verbiage, we commend that most
exquisite word pictme painted by Mark
Twain, which so vindicates his command,
when he wished to exert it, over the most
beautiful English. ‘'I'ne passage, full of
feeling for beauty and exhibiting such ac-
curate acquaintance \vith nature, runs as
follows:

It was a_crisp and spicly morning in ear_l}/1
October. The lilacs and laburnams, lit wit
the ﬁ_lory_flres of autumn, hung burnlng and
flashing in the uplﬁer air, a fairy Dbridge

provided by kind Nature for the “wingless
wild things that have_ their homes in the

tree-tops and would visjt together; the larch
and the fpomegranate flung their purple and
ellow flames in brilliant broad' splashes

along the slanting sweep of woodland: the
sensuous fragrance of innumerable deciduous
flowers rose "upon the swooning atmosphere;
far in the empt?{ sky a solitary esophagus
slept upon motionléss wing; ~ everywhere
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brooded stillness,
of God.

Most readers can devour the whole pas-
sage with genuine zest and close with

serenity, and the peace

moist eyes. Some discerning ones cannot
swallow the ,(esophagus.” They choke
there, and then re-read the paragraph

critically only to find, as Mark, chortling
with wicked glee, freely confessed,-that

t..hcreis not one statement of truth in the
whole aromatic concoction, or « a vestige
of sense in any detail of it"  "Words!

Words! Words!" we sigh with the mel-
ancholy Dane. ,(In sweet vociferation™
they « outvociferize even sound itself."

The Majesty of God

talk glibly today ,about the love
of God. We think of Him as practi-
cally-minded, a sort of good-natured chair-
man of the committee of the cosmos, who
can always be depended upon to dispense
with parliamentary rules and give us a
chance to speak for ourselves. There is
an appalling amount of sinning on the part
of people who have learned to expect God
to forgive them. We literally take the
love of God for granted. And the ter-
rible thing is that the love of God is
there, just as free as we thankless and
heedless human beings assume that it is;
nnd we can go on sinning and keep on
coming bacl, to Him just -as long as we
care to do it, and He will still be there
waiting for us.

We can do ju~t two things with that
kind of love. We can go on :.Lbusingit
or we can fall back abashed before it,
and be forever prostrate in abject grat-
itlille.

It is an immense thing to expect that
God should condescend to us. | met a
saint who has charge of a home for des-
titute men. One of them complained be-
cause God hadn't answered his prayer.
"But you've served the devil all your
life," my friend answered. "Why should
you expect an answer' Why should a
holy God concern himself with you at
all"  Does thi~ seem harsh doctrine’ Our
religion is likely to be cheap until we
catch the vision of the majesty of God.
'rhe cross was raised on Calvary so that
we might neyer forget the price of sin.
-Rel!. Sam.nel M. SIllIOcmilLl;er.

MEN

Life
O the sea of life-the deep sea of life,
Found in the city, with shipwreck and
strife;
A life-saving station should be on each
street,
To help the submerged ones again on
their feet.

What better life work could anyone crave,
The weak and the fallen, yet God's own,
to save.
If only just one we can lead to their home,
Then hear the kind Master's voice saying
Well done."
-N.

R. E.
ALL ROADS LEAD
to

The 12th Street Church,
Washington, D. C.,
Aug. 29th-Sept. 4th.
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(Continued from last issue.)
Secondary to this lack of Religious
Education consciousness come a
number of other things that stand in

the way of successful work. | say
these are secondary because | am
convinced that once people can see

the great possibilities of the use of
the educational method in religion
they can be easily overcome. It will
be well, however, if we mention them

briefly.
Leadership
The first of these .is leadership.
The history of the development of
the race according to some, can be
found in the biographies of certain
outstanding  personalities. At any

rate it is true that the large majority
of all of our problems of Religious
Education must find their solution in
men who because of their training
and equipment are able to see far-

ther and more clearly than the ma-,
jority of us. It is to the outstanding

leaders that we must look for our
policies and theories. It is not in
this part of the leadership problem
that the greatest problem lies, how-
ever. At the present time this need

is being met in a way that promises
to be as adequate as can be expected.
Rather it is in the volunteer leader-
ship of the local church and commu-
nity that the greatest problem lies,
for no adequate program of Reli-
gious Education can ever be carried
on until we are able to develop a
local teaching force that not only
compares favorably with that of our

day schools, but that surpasses it be-
cause the task of character puilding
is much more important and more

difficult than that of teaching geog-
raphy or similar subjects. The so-
lution need not be found in a profes-
sional 'or paid teaching force as some
would suggest, but if we ever hope
to give adequate religious instruc-
tion we must have leaders and teach-
ers who are willing, because of their

devotion to the cause of Christ, to
train themselves adequately for the
great work of assisting the GQd-

given personalities of boys and girls
to develop into real Christlikeness.
The most important moment in the
entire program of Religious Educa-
tion occurs when teacher and pupil
,meet and upon what the teacher is
able to do on such occasions depends
the whole 'program. Religious Edu-
cation will succeed or fail in so far
as it is able to develop leaders and

teachers in the local schools who are
adequate to the great work that s
theirs.

Integration and Correlation

Next comes the question of inte-
gration of program and correlation
of organization. Our theories of
child centered courses of study are
all very fine but before we can do
very much our approach to our prob-
lem must be changed. As the situa-
tion now stands we are besieged on
every hand by numerous organiza-
tions with special interests to be
served, who insist that their pro-
gram must be given the right of w'ay
at all costs and whether the organ-
izations be the Boy Scouts or the
Missionary  Society the results are.
same. Boys and girls are asked to
join organizations by the score and
leaders are required to man dozens
of organizations and with the
"crazy-quilt" instruction  that re-
sults it is no wonder that large num-
bers are asking whether the church
is adequate to the needs of our day.
The existing situation constitutes a
great challenge to the leaders of the

various national organizations which
have units in the local church, to get
together and give the local churches
a comprehensive program of Reli-
gious Education that includes all
things necessary for the religious
nurture of the child and is at the

same time integrated and correlated
to the extent that it is one program
and can be carried on by one organ-
ization and one set of leaders. At
least they should be reasonably con-

siderate in the' demands they make
on the local church. The question
SIS to be whether the leaders of
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the various special interests repre-
sented in our religious work are big

enough and far-seeing enough to see
the whole program of Religious Edu-
cation rather than the small segment
of it in which they are specializing.

Appreciation

Dependent upon all of the fore-
going and many other things is what
we might call the appreciation of Re-
ligious Education and by that we
mean the attitude of folks at large
toward the religious education pro-
gram. Xnthe past, largely because
of the desultory kind of work that
has been done'in ou~ Sunday schools,
they have not held a very enviable
position in the minds of people. The
following indicates this very clearly.
Parents kept children from attend-
ing the sessions on the slightest prov-
ocation and they have had no sense
of having done anything of serious
consequences. Indeed in the minds
of many people attending at all was
considered more or less of a favor to

the teachers and leaders of the
school. And we have thought that
our Sunday schools could operate on
the pennies of the children, and
while this seems a small thing, it is
indicative of the importance  with
which we have considered the work.

This bears out the idea that we 'have
not considered our work in this field
of very great importance and | think
that for the large majority of us as
church members we are still think-
ing of it in some such manner. We
are safe in saying, then, that one of
the truly great needs of Religious
Education in the local church is for
the building up of an appreciation of
this type of work, and this cannot
be done until our work is placed
upon such a plane of educational effi-
ciency that we are able to command
respect. We cannot expect people
who are in the habit of having the
best of equipment, programs, and
leadership, to respect a school that
has poor equipment, "hit-and-miss"
prpgrams, and a leadership that is
not trained. Because of this the
church must set itself to the task of
improvement  in these and other
fields so that its educational work
will be worthy of the respect of the
people of the community.
(Continued on page 8.)



GLEANINGS FROM THE ONE-
DAY CONVENTIONS

Right Remitting
Prof. P. H. Moss

HE churches and

Twant credit for all the money
sent in and rightly so. But there
are certain things they must do if
this is to be done efficiently.

1. Know where to send the offer-
ing. Most offerings and all special
day offerings go to the U. C. M. S,
425 DeBaliviere Awve., St. Louis, Mo.

2. Know for what the offering is
taken and be sure to mention it in
sending in the remittance. Some
have been quilty of retaining the
Thanksgiving offering for Home
Missions until after Christmas and

auxiliaries

sending it in with no other desigha-
tion than that it is from the Bible
School. The proper credit cannot be
given unless you make the desig-
nation.

3. Send your remittance in on
time. The U. C. M. S. plans definite

work upon the strength of the offer-
ings that will be taken on a certain
special day. And unless you send
in the offering soon after it is taken,
money must be borrowed and inter-
est paid to continue the work until
your remittance arrives to liquidate
the debt. Perhaps you will say,
"My offering is just $5.00. That is
not enough to matter." But sup-
pose a thousand $5.00 Bible schools,
churches or Missionary  Societies
kept back the $5.00.

4. Give the name of the church.
There are at least ten Mt. Zions, a
number of Bethels and a host of Mt.
Sinais. There is hardly likely to be
two in the same county and with the
same minister, so if you would be
doubly safe, give the name of the
pastor of the church and the county.

5. Send in the offering just after
taking. To leave it in the treasury
to grow may mean it will shrink.

REIDSVILLE, N. C.

HE Greek
"God-in-us"

root for GOD is
is expressed in the word

"enthusiasm." And if it is ENTHUSI-

ASM you want, North Carolina has it.

Crowds, crowds of men, crowds of women
crowds of children. '
. Seats filled, rostrum filled, chairs
alsles filled, vestibule filled, churchyard
crowds everywhere.

They came in buggies, in automobiles, in
Fords, on the train, on foot, crowds from
everywhere.

Men, preachers, deacons, elders, sisters,
workers, choir members, young folk,
dren, Christian Endeavorers, W. M. S. presi-
dents, carpenters, brick masons, farmers,
manufacturers, wage earners, capitalists,
crowds of people.

Strong men, silent men,
men, nervous men, big women, efficient wom-
en, verbose females, small active women,
brilliant young people, awkward adolescents,

PLEA

"THEOS."

fillea,
filled,

,( dudes, " smaH
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chil--

cute children, prattling infants, genial Eld.
O. Zollar, crowds everywhere. Interest, reo
ceptiveness, ardor unsurpassed, ENTHUSI-
ASM.

Attendance as follows:

Morning 48

Afternoon 67

Evening 194

Total 309
Churches represented-7
OBITUARY

By Eld. H. G. Smith, Supt. Missions,
Houston, Texas

MOTHER ERVIN

April 5th we laid to rest the remains of
Mother Ervin in the school cemetery by the
side of her husband. Mother Ervin, the
parent of Pres. Ervin, was a fine character.
All who knew her loved her and were helped
by her cheering words. She lived a noble
life and triumphed in death. She did not
fear to ,walk in the vaHey of death for
death was to her a shadow.

She is gone but not forgotten since the
fine impression that she made on the girls
of T. C. 1. will live on. Also the mother
lives through the fine work of the son,
.Tames Ervin, who is shaping the lives of
hundreds of young people into real men
and women.

We loved Mother Ervin but God loved
her more and took her to live with him.
Some day we shaH go to be with the Fa-
ther of Love, we shaH find her there.

Mrs. Mary Hyder Ervin

She is a remarkable woman.
Mrs. Ervin was 77 and was born a
slave on Gov. Bob Taylor's father's
farm near Happy Valley, Tenn., and
her son, President Ervin, spent three
years in Governor Taylor's home
when a student in school at Johnson
City, Tenn. Like Joseph of old, the
Negro lad had charge of everything
in the house while the Governor was
at the capitol in Nashville. Mrs.
Ervin was the oldest of eight -chil-
dren. Her father and mother died
just as she came into young woman-
hood and she raised and educated
her seven brothers and sisters. She
was married and gave the five sur-
viving ones of her ten children an
education, teaching them industry,
honesty and politeness.  She joined
the Christian Church at 16 and be-
came a member of the C. W. B. M.,
nearly 50 years ago, and was a great
Bible student.-Selected.

226

NOTES FROM THE CAPITAL

CITY
Reporter-J. Q. Hurdle, Austin, Tex.
One year ago we were left with-
out a pastor when EIld. Myers ac-

cepted the church at Oklahoma City.
We secured the services of Eld. C.
B. Tarrance, of Los Angell!!> who
served us two months, and he left
for other fields. Eld. J. D. Hill
served us from that time until No-

vember. We were without a pastor
from November, 1926, to March,
1927. The good brethren permitted

Eld. G. W. Taylor to come to us.
Now we are all well pleased and we
are happy in our church here in
Austin.  Eld. Taylor and his dear
wife have worked every moment of
the time since they arrived in Austin.
Sister Taylor was well known by so
many of the people of Austin that we
now have a drawing card.

Eld. Taylor went into revival in
April.  Seven have been added. One
Bro. L. H. Murphy and his son, Felix,
both of whom came to us from Nash-
ville, Ark. Bro. Murphy is a strong
worker in the church, and he has a
family of children. He lost his dear
wife last year. Three others have
been added by baptism, plus two
others for baptism.

Eld. Taylor is doing a great work
here in Austin. He has been called
to preach at some of the largest
churches in Austin, and has accepted
with great pleasure. His sermon at
Wesley Chapel, M. E. Church, in re-
vival for Eld. Wyatt, opened the
eyes of many who did not know such
a great power was in the city at the
Christian  Church.

Weare  moving onward and up-
ward. We sent our contribution to
the Ministerial Relief Fund. It was
small, only $3.21, but we are doing
what we can. Weare getting ready
to make a great drive on Children's
Day. We sent donation to the new
building fund for J. C. 1., will send
more at an early date.

EVANSVILLE, IND.
Reporter-Eld. H. L. Hildreth
The outlook here seems to be splen-

did at present. We had an excellent
service last Lord's Day with six
more added to the church, which
makes an increase of fifteen since my
last report. We are meeting each
Lord's Day in the Y. M. C. A. and |

do the preaching. = Sometimes in the
afternoon, Eld. A. P. Wilson the min-
ister of the white Christian Church

meets with us.

Weare doing all we can to make
the Evansville church second to none
in the state of Indiana. I have
learned from my experience in this
city that there are a number of
Christian  believers here and | be-
lieve that a revival in the near future
would put the work here "on the
map. "
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THE LAST CALL

HE Young People's Conference

is at hand. ‘'fhe days are come
when each church that is looking to
the future, that has hopes for con-
tinued existence, that plans for tomor-
row, that has the welfare of the
young people at heart, that church
has prepared its young people to
meet the rest of the delegates at the
Conference in Edwards, Miss., on
Jllne 6. It has the money raised and
the delegate selected.

But one thing that each of these
churches seems to have forgotten.
Not a one has sent in the application

blank properly filled out. If your
chllrch is one who has "forgotten

to remember” please awaken it to
this part of the preparation at once.
Send the blank to Mr. R. .G. Ross,
425 DeBaliviere Awve., St. Louis, Mo.
This indicates the quantity of sup-

plies that will need to be carried.

So far, J. C. 1. is the only church
that has sent in the registration of
its  delegate. The LAST CALL
comes to finish this angle up as soon
as possible.

LOGARITHMS
Nmathematics, logarithms are short
Iprocesses of multiplication and
division in large units or decimals
based on the roots of numbers. They
are invaluable in computing prod-
ucts and quotients quickly.  Tliey

run in tables and are fairly accurate
to the fourth- or fifth place beyond
the decimal point. But for exact cal-

liometric measures, logarithms are
useless.
In Christian life one is tempted to

use logarithms in the solution of the

daily problems that beset. The ease
and facility that accompanies the
process is often an excuse for the

superficial thinking of most of the so-
called Christians. The greatest math-
ematicians constructed the logarith-
mic tables and to them has gone the
mental development of the real effort.
But familiar with the tables, any fool
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can find the" log" of a number.
first makers of religious logarithms
have reaped the benefits and passed
on leaving a trap for fools.

Let us consider one or two of these
spiritual "logs" of short cuts of re-
ligious dilettantes.  First there is the
one-" 'as far as | can see" and no
one has ever accused one of these lazy
mortals of far-sightedness. In the
gloom and darkness of a complicated
and sin-ridden social order, the sight
affords little assistance in meeting the
exigencies of the occasion. The senses
have proven inadequate too often in

The

the designation of the beautiful, the
true and the good.
A second fallacy that invades the

daily living is "there is no harm in
that." Faith carries on after sight
has failed and earnest application in
prayer, Scripture reading and medi-
tation will clarify and establish the
correct generalizations that will de-
tect the harm inherent in the situa-
tion. Harm is utilitarian, varying
and changing with the occasion, cir-
cumstance~, environment, mores, cus-
toms and associates. Hence a con-
stant watch is necessary to scrutinize
each item as to its harmfulness.

Attaching No. 1to No.2 we find
that" As far as | can see there is no
harm in that' may be ample justifica-
tion for anything from stealing a pig
to washing an elephant.

A third popular logarithm of prac-
tical life is "everybody else does it."
Fashion and custom found this root
from the convenience of social con-
formity. And for centuries the devil
has lured millions ;'0 imitate the sins
of thousands in popularizing these
sins. The antics of the crowds have
amused the gods for ages. The aver-
age mob action whether it be a style
of hair-bob or an Armistice Day cele-
bration is about as thoughtless, sense-
less and unstable a thing as the world
ever sees.

So on and on our religious "logs"
may be derived from legitimate num-
bers and contain a germ of truth but
they are correct only so far. | can
see some poor nit-wit approaching
the Celestial Portals with no better
excuse for asking entrance than,
"Everybody else is doing it and as
far as | can see there is no harm
in it."

FLOOD VICTIMS
Reporter-Mr. G. B. Herv~y,
Plummerville, Ark,

The flood struck the Antioch
Church and wrecked the building.
Many of the members are homeless.
Much valuable assistance has been
rendered by Eld. M. M. Bostick and
also the church at Russellville.  This
is a true exemplification of the Spirit
of Christ.

The losses were heavy many losing
all their possessions.
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CAN yOU IMITATE?

HE good imitator is often as

clever and original as the origi-
nator.  Sometimes a good practice
loses countenance because someone
else used it before the group dis-
covered it. Young people are prone
to ridicule an imitation but here is
an instance which should challenge
imitation.

Easter was a special Sunday in the
Bible School Department. It oc-
curred on April 17 or the third Sun-

day. By the end of April at least
Fifty-Five Schools had reported the
special day offering. That is a
record.

The first Sunday in February was
Christian Endeavor Day and the
most of the offerings came in the

next month or in March and woe is
me !-some have not come in yet.

Can you imitate the Bible School,
Endea vorers ? You say you cannot'
since February is past and gone.
But | am appealing to you to do the
next best thing-SEND IN YOUR
OFFERING NOW.

A remittance from your society
will do three commendable things
(1) Help your state reach its appor-
tionm~t, (2) Help ffhe Ch~stian
Endeavor Department reach its na-
tional apportionment, (3) Give the
Society at your church a share in
the missionary task.

With these three worthy aims in
mind, may | not prevail upon you
to send in a remittance for the na-
tional work this month?

Let's go over- the top.

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM
Jarvis Christian Institute
Maw 22-26, 1927
Sunday May 22

Annual Sermon, Rev. J. D. Hill,
Waco, Texas.

11:15 a.m.

2:30 p.m. Baccalaureate Sermon, Dr. H.
G. Bowden, Ft. Worth, Texas.

8:00 p.m. Annual Sermon to Joint Soci-
eties, Dr. Preston Taylor,
Nashville, Tenn.
Monday May 23

8:00 p.m. Closing Exercises of Junior
High School, Address-Hon.
W. L. Perdue, Big Sandy,
Texas.
Tuesday May 24

9:00 a.m. Agriculture Program, Prof. C.
A. Berry, Director.

8:00 p.m. Annual Musicale.
Wednesday May 25

9:00 a.m. Women's Council, Mrs. L. B.
Ross, Leader. Council will be

addressed by Prof. L. A.
Greer and Dr. W. L. Beavers.

4 to 5:00 p.m. May Day Exercises-Prof.
A. W. Mumford, Director.

8:00 p.m. Commercial and Domestic Art
Prog-ram. Address-Dr. J. E.
Walker, Memphis, Tenn.
Thursday May 26

10:00 a.m. Dedication of Jubilee Build-
ing. Address-Hon. Mike H.
Thomas, Dallas, Texas.

2 to 5:00 p.m. Inspection of Buildings
and IGrounds.

8:00 p.m. Commencement Exercises. Ad-
dress-Rev. Wm. Wolfe, :&>w-

, ling Green, Ky.
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WOINUNG WITH 'rHE
CHURCHES
-B. C. Calvert, Evan. of Mississippi

Easter Sunday was a great day
with the Clarksdale Church.  Sub-
ject of the morning discourse: " A
Visit to the Tomb of Jesus." A very
splendid Easter program was ren-
dered at the night service.

Monday, April 18, the funeral of
Sister McTilda Liary was held from
the First Baptist Church. She was
one of the oldest members of the
Christian Church in the State. Evan-
gelist Calvert preached the funeral.

April 24, the memorial services of
Bro. Lawrence Luckey were con-
ducted by the writer at Pilgrim Rest
Christian Church. He was the old-
est member in Clay County. He was
well stricken in years, having spent
more than 56 years in active service
for the Master. Weare  confident
that our loss is Heaven's gain.

FROM HOUSTON, TEXAS
Reporter-Miss V. Hayes

Grove Street Bible School opened

Sunday morning at its usual hour.
Twenty persons were present. ‘'l'here
is a growing. interest in the Bible

school.

Just before the eleven o'clock serv-
ices, Mr. Leon Lee, son of one of our
prominent physicians, was baptized.
The service was very impressive.

At the eleven o'clock hour, our be-
loved pastor, Eld. H. G. Smith, was
at his post of duty. He delivered to
us a most stirring sermon on "Bap-

tism."

The C. E. program was conducted
by the president, Miss Christine
Thomas.

At 8 p. m. EIld. Smith again

preached a wonderful sermon to us
on "Salvation in the Name"™ Acts
4:12.

Sunday was the last day to collect
in the pledges formerly made for
Jarvis Christain Institute.  Total off-
ering for the day was $39.24.

FROM: FLOMONT, TEXAS
Reporter-Mrs. A. D. He,nry,
Flomont, Texas
We want to report that we have
been at work here for the Master.
We live 375 miles from a Christian

church. We first organized a Bible
school and were successful in taking
in two for baptism. We had only

eight or ten men. But now we have
an organized church.

Eld. W. M. Henry came to us and
preached two weeks and we had a
glorious time. There were four ad-
ditions, two for baptism and one
from the Baptist church. EIld. Henry
did a fine work in organizing the
ing Star Christian Church. We pray
church here and it is called the Ris-
forI him a long life to preach the gos-
pel.
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OII'USTIA'N' ENDEAVOR SOCIETY
NEWS FROM OHIO

Reporter-Mrs. Catharyne P. Faulkner,

State President

HE Christian Endeavor Societ:es are do-
ing much better work this year thau
they have done in the past few years.

In Cincinnati there are two societies, a
junior and a senior and both are doing ex-
cellent work.

In Oxford there is a splendid young man,
Mr. Winfred Herd, the president who has
brought the enrollment up from twenty to
E)ifty-five since the organization last Octo-

er.

In Locland, Xenia, Dayton and Spring-

- field, the young people are taking hold of
the work in a way that shows they are im-
bued with a Christian desire to succeed.

We have our national president of the
Christian Endeavor Convention, Eld. S. C.
Devine, with the Columbus Society.

Our Cleveland Society under the leader-
ship of Eld. J. E. Blair, is still accomplish-
ing wonders in their endeavors.

We are putting forth strenuous efforts
this year to purchase a State Christian En-
deavor Banner to be awarded to the so-
ciety in the state that raises the largest
amount of money for all purposes and holds
at least forty-five meetings during the year.
Already we are beginning to realize this
aim.

We are planning an itinerary to visit all
the societies in the state we have not yet
visited during the last two weeks in May.

The work that has been accomplished in
the state is a result of the hearty coopera-
tion of all the societies and state officers
in the effort to enlarge our Christian En-

deﬁvors numerically, financially and spirit-
ually.

The Only Theological Test

ESUS put Peter to a test that the

churches have been slow to apply
when candidates for the ministry are to
be ordained. "Simon, son of John, lovest
thou me (agapas) more than thesef"
Peter had said, "Though all men shall be
offended because of thee, yet will | never
be offended.” He had not lived up to
those brave words. His eyes must have

fallen to the ground in shame at this
question. He attempts no answer to part
of it. "Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I

love thee (philein)." It was a rather
easy, light-hearted answer from the sur-
face of his mind, little better than "Of
course | love thee.  He will not use the
same high word that Jesus uses, but one
indicating warmth of personal affection.
"Feed my lambs,” was Jesus' response
to his answer.

The second time, leaving out the idea
of the degree of his love in comparison
with others, Jesus simply asks him, using
the same word for love as before, "Simon,
son of John, lovest thou mef* To this
second question, Peter makes the same re-
sponse as to the first one. "Tend my
sheep,” exhorts the Master in response.

The third time -Jesus uses Peter's word
for love, as if to say, "Do you really love
me in this personal way, on this lower
planef" It was a keen thrust. It liurt
Peter's heart. He no longer appeals to his
own knowledge, for he sees how defective it
has been concerning himself, but to the
knowl€dge that Jesus has of the state of
his heart; "Lord, you be the judge."
Again J.esus responds, "Feed my sheep."

James Stalker supposes that the ques-
tions are put three times because there
are three stories in our nature; the upper-
most is feeling, the middle one is intellect,
and the basement is will. Jesus opens
the door to each, and asks, n Lovest thou
mef"
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VALUES Ol A VOtING PEOPLE'S
CONFERENCE

V. G. Smith
XIV. Friendship Circle

E have followed Conference from the

Setting Up Exercises and told the value
of Conference for the physical being in the
games, outdoors and indoors, recess, quiet
hour and the meal periods.

The class work, and other mental exer-
cises in the games and social life period
serve in developing the intellectual man.

The morning watch, chapel, group devo-
tions, and vesper provide for the spiritual
and religious side of the young person's life.

The contacts and social life period mean
much in a social program for the young in
a local church.

But all of this needs a connectional tie.
The week has meant so much to the student
in real fun and enjoyment that the home
church and organizations have faded. But
there is yet a last lesson to be impressed-
the lesson of Servwe. All this individual
development, all these leadership qualities,
all these associations, all this inspiration has
gone for naught unless the ideal of service
has been presented. This is done all
through the week.

But on Sunday afternoon, after a demon-
stration of a social period, the Conference
faculty and students gather. After a final
business session and inspiration remarks, the
Conference forms a circle facing inward, an
unbroken circle to represent the dedication
of life and energy to self-development and

training. Then to the notes of "Blest be
the Tie that Binds,” the circle faces out-
ward, still unbroken but dedicating the

trained life, the inspired heart, the strong
body, the developed intellect, all to the
world as the field.

Nothing is more impressive than this last
service and nothing< more significant than
the commitment of each individual to the
unfinished task. There is more than that.
Also inspiring 1s the clasp of hands show-
ing the social and co-operative nature of the
service. Youth accepts the challenge of
leadership. anCl goes forth from this week
of training into the world of reality,
stronger in body, more alert) in intellect,
more tolerant socially and more devout re-
ligiously.

FROM OHIO
Reporter-B. H. Johnson,
Dayton, Ohio

We have with us our fOrlner pas-
tor, Eld. M. Jackson, who is "carry-
ing on" for Eld. Davis just like he
was in charge. .Bro. Jackson seems
so pleased to be with us again, and
he is preaching some wonderful ser-
mons. Every one seems much bene-
fite'd by them.

Eld. Davis is in Cincinnati at this
writing; the meetings there will last
two weeks yet.

The Junior students of the Sunday
school held their Easter program,
Easter Sunday evening. The pro-
gram was conducted by Mrs. B. H.
Johnson, one of the teachers of the
Junior  classes.

,Ve are having nice congregations
both morning and evening with many
visitors, which make us feel very
good. We are trying to get the dif"
ferent departments started on their

march to the conventions, State and
National.
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THE GROWTH OF THE
DISCIPLES

T THE meeting of the Commis-
A sioners of' the National City
Christian Church, in Washington,
D. C., an interesting letter was in-
troduced by Mr. Oreon E. Scott of
St. Louis, secretary of the meeting.
This letter was from a Mr. Loben-
gier, and bore the date of 1852. It
was published in Christian Union
and Religious Review, a paper edited
back in the '50's by E. E. Orvis, one
of the pioneer preachers of the Dis-
ciples.

The communication told of a visit
to Washington, D. C., and pointed
out how badly the Disciples of his
day, numbering 200,000 members,
needed a worthy house of worship in
the National Capital. He made a
calculation to show that 50,000 mem-
bers giving ten cents each in aid of
the local disciples of that- city, could
put up the church; but he thought
there could be found many who
""ould give as much as five dollars
and that if someone could be found
to lead the enterprise, the task could
be easily accomplished.

A good many of us smiled at the
nalvete of the letter but, after all, it
contained the big idea which, after 75
years, had drawn together the 200 or
more people from all over the land.
Men can afford to think great things
even if their possibility of carrying
them out seems slender. Someday,
if they are good, somebody will go
ahead with them.

This letter put us to thinking of
the growth of the Disciples. First,
there is the growth in numbers.
Seventy-five years ago we were
200,000, while today the number is
not less than 1,500,000.

Second, there is the growth in in-
fluence. Then we were not very in-
fluential. Campbell had passed his
zenith and nobody had risen to take
his place. Nobody ever takes the
place of another. Many thought the
Disciples would pass away with the
death of Campbell. Today the Dis-
ciples are an influential people with
many colleges, and an excellent, an
increasingly excellent pulpit; with
great lawyers, statesmen, capitalists,
teachers, physicians, and scholars,
among their number. Then our gifts
were thought of in terms of dimes,
with an occasional miraculous price
of altruistic liberality that would
yield the miracle of a five dollar bill,
while today we have men whose gifts
run into lines of five, six, and seven
figures. One gift for the proposed
new church building in Washington,
D. C., is $100,000 or eight times as
large as the amount Mr. Lobengier
years ago thought it possible to get
from the 200,000 members.

Third, the Disciples have grown in
the largeness of their ideas and
movements. Seventy-five years ago,
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it was thought a church costing
$12,500 would suffice. Today scores
of pro.minent people think we can-
not put up the right kind of a house
for less than $1,750,000. Back there
we were a hewn-log square-box 50 by
80 feet, one-room chapel people,
while today we have many churches
of cathedral dimensions, position,
beauty, charm and solidity. Our
growth in the sense of power, fig-
ures and responsibility is also seen
in our far-flung and continuously ex-
panding missionary work. "Their
line has gone out through all the
earth, and their words to the end of
the world."

The sun never sets on our churches.
It is always daybreak upon them;
always more churches coming out to
their place in the sun. Seventy-five
years ago we had only one college;
today we have 30 or more. Seventy-
five years ago, so far as the writer is
aware, there were but few if any
Sunday schools. Possibly one in Bal-
timore organized by William Car-
man, who 'organized the first Sunday
school in Maryland, while today we
have probably ten thousand, and
likely organize one school a day.

Fourth, we have grown in the
largeness and abundance of leader-
ship. Seventy-five years ago there
was but a small measure of lay lead-
ership and that was timid, cautious
and circumscribed in vision. Today
we have leaders who make magnifi-
cent adventures of faith; leaders so
highly respected, so nobly trusted,
that the whole number of Disciples
listen when they speak. This is one
of the most prophetic aspects of the
church, for a people with big adven-
turous leaders are sure to make great
and impressive progress. Not only
must there be such leaders to make
a people worth while to mankind,
but there must be the spirit of fol-
lowing also. Weare learning that
and when we are aware of it in the
right measure and manner it will be
one of our greatest achievements.

Fifth. Can we also say that we
have grown in grace? Are the peo-
ple more spiritual than they were
seventy-five years ago? Who can
say? Undoubtedly there were great,
consecrated Christians in those days;
Christians who have scarcely been
excelled in the annals of Christian-
ity. And yet there has been much
growth in grace. In this point, if no
other, which is a tremendous step,
we have the knowledge and passion
that leads us to reach out a helping
hand to the whole world.

Our spirituality is of a broader
type. It cares for the world. It is
altruistic.  Besides that, it shows it-
self in personal habits, and in a bet-
ter understanding and attitude to-
ward social obligation and justice.
We have made the circle larger and
taken in many other countries.
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Another form of spirituality, in
which we have grown, is the love of
the beautiful, which always goes
with the growth of the soul. We
have better churches arid better mu-
sic. We make much more of public
worship.

The mind goes out to other details
but our columns will not admit of
more mention now. A comparison of
the preaching and preachers of
seventy-five years ago with those of
today would reveal whether, in these
things, we have grown in quality and
power.

-B. A. Abbott.

GETTING FOLKS TO SING

Have you ever found it difficult to get
folks to sing in your Bible school' Most
of us have at sometime faced this prob-
lem. Here's a suggestion.

2. Make sure your pianist or organist
plays with good time and rhythm, not too
fast or too slow, but with feeling and with
a real desire to help.

2. Use a good well-bound hymn book
that you are not ashamed to hold in your
hand or pass out to others.

3. Choose hymns that have worthy
words and music. Why use the best music
in the church service and the worst in the
Bible school' Cheap music never can in-
spire noble living.

4. Use a variety of hymns chosen in ad-
vance and in line with your general theme
of worship for the Bible school each Sun-
day. Devote a brief period during the
closing moments of your Bible school to
practicing a new hymn; then use it the
fo~lowing Sunday or whenever it is appro-
pnate.

5. Tell the story of one of the h'ymns
now and then. It will make the hymn
live and will create interest in singing
with spirit and understanding.

6. Have your school or department sing
one ~tanza, then read the next in unison,
or, SlUga stanza and then have an appro-
priate verse from God's Word read or
quoted.

7. It is a fine thing to learn Psalms like
the 1st, 23rd, 100th, and 133rd during the
closing program of your school for use
later in concert in your opening program
of worship. The Psalms are songs. You
may choose an appropriate hymn to use
before or after a Psalm.

8. A g{lod leader of song is always
needed, not a "between verses" talker
but a genuine leader who loves to sing
and who will inspire others to sing.

9. Have a hymn stanza played by the
pianist, urging all to listen intently for
the message. Humming the tune through
with the instrument as you think the
words of a certain stanza is effective.

10. Remember you are singing in praise
to God, in thanksgiving for His blessings,
in consecration to the task, not to "be
seen and heard of men,” to "raise the
roof, " or to "make the windows rattle."

11. Occasionally call your group together
-for a sing-song some Sunday afternoon or
on a week night. Practice the hymns you
want to use in your school.

12. On a given Sunday morning, choose
all your hymns fro~ some one author or
composer and make known the fact to' thlJ
school.

BEAUTIFUL thought causes
wings to grow. That is much

more than a figure of speech, for a.
fine idea lifts up those who have it.
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The Uniform Lesson for June 5

Peter Preachin~ to the Gentiles-Acts

HE pre-eminence of Peter as an apostle

of Christ was indicated at Cresarea
Philippi in connection with his confession
of Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the liv-
ing God. In reply Jesus said unto him,
u Thou art Peter, and upon this rock | will
build my church; and the gates of Hades

shall not prevail against it. | will give
unto thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on

earth shall be bound in heaven; and what-
soever thou shalt loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven" (Matt. 16:18, 19).

Peter and the Kkeys-

.There has been long discussion, and per-
haps it will never end, of the relation of
Peter to the rock foundation of the church.
The Roman Catholic church believes that
when Jesus said, " On this rock |- will
build my church,” he referred to Peter,
and therefore, the Roman succession of
popes begins with Peter. The Protestant
world disputes this interpretation of the
words.

However, there can be no difference of
opinion as to the relation of Peter to the
keys of -the Kingdom, for the words are
very explicit. "I  will give unto -thee
the keys of the kingdom of heaven." The
only difference of opinion will relate to
the time and the manner in which Peter
used the keys.

Two doors of the kingdom-

In the religious thought of the Jews in
the time of Peter, there were only two
classes of people, Jews and Gentiles. If a
man was not a Jew, he was a Gentile,
whether he was a Greek, Roman, barbarian,
Scythian, bond or free.

According to the gracious purpose of
God ''who so loved the world,” the gos-
pel was to go to all men with the invita-
tion to enter the Kingdom of God. The
program of the disciples given them by Je-
sus before his ascension required them to
begin their testimony of the gospel at Jeru-
salem and to continue it to the ends of the
earth, to all people.

Keys open doors. Peter therefore, as the
custodian of the keys of the Kingdom was
official doorkeeper, to open and to close.

On the Day of Pentecost Peter was the
chief spokesman for the Apostles and opened
the door of faith to the Jews so that they
might enter the Kingdom of God. We learn
how he used the keys by reading the story
of his sermon and its effect upon the devout
men who heard it.

In our lesson for today we have in the
tenth and the eleventh chapters of Acts of
Apostles the story of the opening of the
door of faith to the Gentiles. Preceding
this Philip had preached the gospel in Sam-
aria, but the Samaritans were not classed
as Gentiles. The first approach to the Gen-
tiles as a class distinct from the Jews, was
made by Peter when he left Joppa on his
way to Cresarea and when he entered the
household of Cornelius and preached the
gospel to them. In the thirteenth chapter
of Acts of the Apostles we read how some
of those who were scattered from Jerusalem
by persecution preached to the Greeks. A
great number of Greeks, Gentiles, obeyed
the gospel in Antioch. Thus a door of faith
was opened to the Gentiles (Acts 14:27),
but Peter did it officially with the manifest
and undeniable approval of God.

Cornellns-

Just as devout men were the first to hear
the gospel in Jerusalem when Peter opened
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By Marion Stevenson

The Lesson Scriptur6

Acts 10:34-48
sa%4 And Peter opened his mouth and

1d,

Of a truth | perceive that God Is no
respecter of persons: 35 but In every
nation he that feareth him, and work-
eth righteousness, . Is acceptable to him.

. The ward which he sent unto the
children of Israel, preaching good tid-
ings of peace_by Jesus Christ (he is
Lord of all)-37 ~ that saying ye your-
selves know, which was ™~ published
throughout all Judrea beginning from
Galilee, after the baptism™ which John
Rreached' 38 even Jesus of Nazareth,

ow_God anointed him with the Holy
Spirit and with power: who werit
about doing good, and healing all that
were oppréssed of the devil;” for God
was with him.. 39 And we are wit-
nesses of all things which he did both
In the country of the Jews, and In

Jerusalem;. Wwhom also they slew,
hanging him on_a tree. 40 Him God
raised up the third day, and gave him

to be made m'l.nlfest, 41 not fo all the
people, but unto witnesses that were
chosen before of God, even to us, who
ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. 42 And he charged
to preach unto the people, and to
testify that this Is he who Is ordained
of God to be the Judge of the living
and the dead. 43 To him bear all the
prophets witness, that through his
name every one that_ believeth on him
shall receive remission of sins.

44. While .Peter ~yet spake these
words, the Holy Spirit fell on all them
that heard the word. 45 And they of
the circumcision that believed were
amazed, as many as came with Peter,
because that on’the Gentiles also was
poured out the gift of the Holy Spirit.
46 For they heéard them speak with
tongues, and magnify God. Then an-
swered Peter, 47 Can an?]/ man forbid
the water, that these should not be
baptized, who have received the Holy
Spirit as well as we? 48 And he com-
manded them to_be baptized In the
name of Jesus Christ. ~Then prayed
they him to tarry certain days.

the Kingdom to the Jews, so the first Gen-
tile to enter the open door was u a devout
man, and one that feared God with all his
house; he gave much alms to th~ people, and
prayed to God always" (Acts 10:2). To
him there appeared in a version an angel of
God, acknowledging his prayers and his
alms-giving and directing him to send to
Joppa for Peter. Cornelius was divinely
recognized as a good man before Peter came
to him.

It is therefore a bit perplexing to read
later that he was to send to Peter who would
give him words whereby he n might be
saved" (11:14). In what sense did Corne-
lius need salvation' The same question
~rises in connection with the devout men
who were in the city of Jerusalem on the
Day of Pentecost. They, too, were told to
u save themselves from this crooked genera-
tion"  (Acts 2:40). These devout Jews in
Jerusalem were faced with the fact that
they through their representatives had cru-
cified the Messiah. This rejection by them-
selves and their leaders of the Messiah was
a specific sin which they needed to repent
of and from which they needed to be saved.

Cornelius had committed no sin like this.
Salvation to him meant therefore a more
perfect union with God whom he had. sought
with his heart, atrue faith in Jesus as the
Christ in a higher sense than that he was
the Jewish Messiah. It is notable that
Cornelius was not required to become a Jew
in order to become a Christian.
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Peter's  prejudices-

When Jesus said to the woman of Sama-
ria, "Salvation is from the Jews" (John
4:22), he spoke not merely for himself but
voiced the common opinion of the Jews.
Peter therefore shared this prejudice that
the Jews were the favored people and that
salvation for any man must come to him
as to a Jew.

This became " a burning question” a lit-
tle later in connection with the missionary
career of the apostle Paul. Peter himself
was never entirely free from this prejudice,
as we note from his behavior when he went
to Antioch (Gal. 2:11-16). It was there-
fore not easy for Peter to accept the invi-
tation to go to Cresarea.

,Peter's enlightenment--

While the messengers of Cornelius were
coming to Joppa in obedience to his vision,
Peter himself was having a vision on the
housetop. The story of this is in Acts 10:
9-16. The meaning of it was not plain even
when the messengers arrived and Peter
therefore had to be admonished to go with
these men and to leave his doubts behind.

Peter therefore set out on the strangest
errand he had ever undertaken, to enter the
home of a Gentile, to tell him about Jesus.
Peter, though ordinarily very impetuous,
did not accept the commission without some
reservations. He knew what might happen
to him when he returned and therefore he
was careful to take six good Jewish breth-
ren with him on his errand (11:12).

Peter pondered the meaning of the vision
and the invitation on the way to Cresarea
and when he entered the house of Cornelius
he had decided that "God is no respecter
of persons; but in every nation he that
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is
acceptable to him."  (10:34, 35).

In this ,way Peter was persuaded to use
the keys of the gospel of Christ and open
the door of faith to the Gentile world by
baptizing Cornelius and his household.

Peter's  defense-

The story of what Peter had done spread
rapidly through the church at Jerusalem
and he was called to account. The story
of how he defended himself from the ac-
cusation that he had gone into a Gentile
home and eaten with them is told in the
eleventh chapter. In justification, he of-
fered the story of the vision he had, named
the six brethren who had gone with him
and told how good a man Cornelius was,
and how during tlie sermon the Holy Spirit
had fallen upon the home of Cornelius as it
had fallen upon the believers on the Day
of Pentecost.

The objectors were silent, but from the
history that follows we may doubt that they

Are we prejudiced?-

Do we really believe that God is no re-
specter of persons’ Do we really believe
that other kind of folks than eurselves have
a full right to the gospel of Christ!  This
raises questions of race relations in our
communities and also questions concerning
our foreign missionary policies.

Little self-denials, little honesties, little
passing words of sympathy, little nameless
acts of kindness, little silent victories over
favorite temptations-these are the silent
threads of gold which, when woven together,
gleam out so brightly in the pattern of life
that God approves.-F.  W. Farrar.
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Christian Endeavor Topic for June 5
Our Duty to Be Healthy

1 Timothy'4:8;

Romans 12:1

By Earl W. McCash, Minister First Christian Church, San Francisco, Calif.

Suggestive Questions

Can one's body be healthy, if one's
mind is notf
In what sense is it true that "Clean-

liness is next to godliness™

Is God in any way responsible for our
ill-health’

Who is the richer, the healthy man, or
the wealthy. manf Why'

How are we responsible for the health
of those around us,

Is all sickness the result of sin’

Is it sin to risk one's life needlessly as
in reckless driving or swimming in danger-
ous waters'

Should doctors be paid to keep us from
being sick, or to cure us when we get
sick’

Is one justified in risking health and

life in the pursuit of scientific truth f
Paragraphs to Ponder
There are some who come into this

world with the heritage of weak bodies
and constitutions.  All their lives these
must fight against sickness and suffer
weakness.  Our sympathy goes out to
those who are thus handicapped; and
often they deserve our admiration and re-
spect for the splendid battle they carry
on, and for the cheerfulness in the pres-
ence of constant pain. Some of them we
cannot help honoring greatly because of
their splendid achievments in the face of
obstacles the rest of us do not have to
overcome. They, perhaps, haven't much
health to maintain, but it is often aston-
ishing how well they maintain that little.

It is a duty to God to keep healthy.
It is God's will for us to be healthy; the

world is a place in which we can keep
healthy, in spite of the many threats to
health; so it is our responsibility as chil-

dren of God to be healthy. Moreover, God
has called us to certain tasks, and to per-
form these most acceptably, we must have
good health. There is service to men to
be rendered, often of the most arduous na-
ture, and only good health, carefully main-
tained, makes it possible to render this
service. Men have a right to expect the
service, and so they, as well as God, have
a right to expect us to keep healthy.

We owe it to our parents to Kkeep
healthy. If they have given us the en-
dowment of healthy bodies and sturdy
constitutions, we owe it to them to keep
these unspoiled. More than that, there
are burdens enough for parents to bear
without their having to. bear the added
burden of ill-health of their children. To
be sure, parents by their ignorance, their
indulgence, their carelessness, or their in-
difference, are often responsible for the
sickness, short or long, of their children.
But children should endeavor to at least
do their part to keep their health to re-
lieve parents of the burden of caring for
invalids, willing though parents be to ac-
cept the burden, and to be better pre-
pared to relieve parents of other burdens
as the years pass.

One owes it to his country to be healthy,
for one's country has a right to expect the
highest type of service from its citizens.
It is at once evident that in war time a

Page Seven

nation needs men physically fit and men-
tally sound; but it needs them as much,
yes, more, in peace time. The matter of
wise government and of conducting the
business and various activities of a nation
is not something easy and to be turned
over to weaklings; often it is turned over
to such, 'but it should not be. Such work
needs men and women physically, men-
tally, aRd morally fit, and we owe it to
our country to get that way and stay that
way.

It is a duty to self to keep healthy, for
one cannot enjoy life to the full, nor
make the most of his talents and his op-
portunities, unless he is well in body and
mind. There are a lot of miserable people
in the world with minds full of illusions
and needless imaginings, who owe their
state to poor health, or physical condition
below par, a condition of body and mind
which they pave brought upon themselves.
Good health would change the complexion
of everything, and so raise our confidence
in' ourselves, our value to others, and our
enjoyment o~ life as God gave it.

We cannot enjoy the wonderful things
God has put in this old world of ours,
nor get a palatable taste of the marvelous
truth there is to be gathered from our
surroundings and from life, unless we have
good health. A person with indigestion
can't appreciate the light and color of a
beautiful sunset or a field full of flowers
-it  will all look a sickly green to him,
the degree of sickliness depending di-
rectly upon the severity of his indiges-
tion. It is so with other maladies. They
turn our attention inward and blur our
eyes to the beauty and desirableness of
the world about us. So, in order that
we may have and express full apprecia-
tion of God's world, we owe it to him
to be healthy.

To man God gave dominion over the
earth. Now, a sick man can never hope
to get very far in establishing and main-
taining this dominion. What chance has
an unwell man in conquering a tropical
jungle, or checking the wild rush of flood-
waters, or bringing the soil to produc-
tivity and th.e vegetable and animal king-
dom to tractabilityf ~ Not much; certainly
not as much as a well man. Dominion of
earth, air, and sea is being gained, but
it is being done by healthy men and
women for the most part. Ill-health has
always been, still is, a handicap in the
way of making this dominion complete,
and it is our duty to remove the handi-
cap.

Obedience to God's laws gives life. We
assent to that truth with our minds, but
all too often do not prove it by our lives.
It doesn't do much good to say that this
is true, unless we can point at the same
time to a life that has proved it true.
If obedience to God's laws gives life-
and we earnestly contend that it does-
then we owe it to God to be healthy to
prove it true. We owe it to men too, for
there are many who do not know it, or are
doubtful about it. We Christians must
strive to be well to establish more firmly
our statements of God's love and goodness.
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Mid- Week Prayer Meeting Topic
For June 1
Obadiah
By Gilbert E. lIreland

The Burden of the Prophecy-

This, the shortest book in the Old Testa-
ment, and, as were so many of the proph-
ets, in poetic form, has given more per-
plexity to Bible students than perhaps any
of the other books, as to the date of the
prophet's  ministry. There are several
very distinct parallels between the state-
ments of Obadiah in his brief book and
the words of Jeremiah in his lengthened
prophecies relative to Edom's scornful joy
over Judah's fall, especially in Jeremiah,
chapter 49. (Comp. Obad. 1 and Jer.
49:7; Ob. 1, 2 and Jer. '49:14, 15; Ob. 3,
4 and Jer. 49:16.) But the Jewish people
suffered many invasions and Jerusalem
was overthrown and pillaged many times;
whether these coincidences of expression
of the two prophets' were through Obadiah
quoting Jeremiah or Jeremiah quoting
Obadiah cannot quite be determined; nor
to which of the calamities that befell
Jerusalem the prophecy applies. Some
have even supposed a third prophet, from
whom both' Obadiah and Jeremiah quoted;
this is but a supposition.

Points of Interest and Moral Teaching-

This solitary message is one great burst
of indignation and doom against Edom.
Edom was the name given to Esau, the
twin brother of Jacob, when he sold his
birthright for a meal of lentil pottage
(Gen. 25:29-34). The color of the pottage
was reddish and the name Edom, "red,"
became attached to the descendants of
Esau and to the land of their possession

through subsequent generations. (See
Gen. 32:3; 36:15, 16.) It was a very hilly
country, only about one hundred miles

long by 20 in width, but a rocky strong-
hold for its fierce and populous nation. It
figures frequently in the history of Israel.
The hatred which Esau first manifested
against Jacob for the deceit which the llj.t-
tel' practised upon him (Gen. 27:34, 41),
though Esau later bore himself magp.ani-
mously toward Jacob (Gen. 33:4-9), was
perpetuated by the descendants of Esau,
the Edomites. This is first prominently
noted in Num. 20:18-21, when the Edom-
ites refused to let Israel pass through
their land. It is narrated that just before
the siege of' Jerusalem by Titus (A.D. 70),
twenty thousand Idumeans (Edomites)
were admitted into the city and filled it
with violence and bloodshed, from which
time the Edomites as a separate people
disappear from the pages of history. The
censure and doom pronounced against
Edom were because of her hatred and
pride. Vice is always ugly, venomous and
dangerous. Hatred (vss. 10-15.) Unpity-
ing, oppressive towards Judah, Edom
meets with retribution "in kind." (v.
15.) Deep-rooted antipathies and vengeful
feelings are often manifested amongst na-
tions. The brotherhood of nations is yet
far from being cultivated. Pride. (vss.
1-4.) Edom from her rocky heights de-
fiantly sard "Who s.hall bring me down™

"l .will," said Jehovah. The ways of
Providence are still irresistible.  "Times

and seasons" are still in God's power. He
can appoint "the day of Jehovah." (See
Joel 1:15; 2:1- 11, 31; Amos 5:18, 20.)
Edom appears as if typical of Israel's last
foes (Nurn. 24:18) and the last opponents
of God (Isa. 63:1-4). The closing words
of Obadiah's brief message declare that the
kingdom which God proposed to build
amongst men shall surely be built.
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