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'THE CHRISTIAN REFORMER. 201 .

the hopl!lof immortality for all the world.
It would fin my mind with horror to contem-
plate the shortness and uncertainty of life,
the certainty of death, and the eternal 'loss
of conscious .existence. I cannot bear to
think of such things!

Atheist. All that is lIery possible. I
was .not, however, .asking .what you .would Abne}' Kneeland and InA-
like, nor what ;you would ,dislike. I was delity.
showing yOll the inevitable ~oral eff~cts ?f We lind that we were not mistaken in
Universalism. That very ImmortalIty 10 our last, in regard to Abner Kneeland, when
which you .so much delight, is, in the way we said, "From what we have learned he
in which you ho1d it, the root of manye- was once a Universalist, a preacher of that
viis. If I believed, sir, as you profess to sect." He has been more than that. Bro.•
believe, I should be always .cautious not to A. Campbell in "Notes on a tour to the
speak of immortality ·asa life to be bestow- North East-No.1." says of a "little blind
ed upon the wicked; because if any wick- oracle, called the "Ohio Watchman," pub-
ed wan would or could believe -sucha doc- lished at Ravenna; "The association ()f

trine, WIthall his heart, he might hasteJ.lhis gentlemen which edits the semi-demi grey
mortallif~ to a dose as so?n .as poSSIble, sbeet, having upon their hands law, lite~a.
that he mIght leap out of hISsms h.ere,~nd t.ure,and other county affairs,are constram-
his wretchedness, the E\ffect of SIDS,mto ed to enrich their columns by occasional
everlasting glory. Why might he no~? If drafts on the sophistical and filthlycolumnll
he should feel any scruples of consCle!lce of the apostate Kneeland, now of the
while closing hi's mortal carreer, he mIght "Boston Investigatur," who has boxed th~
quell t!Jem by ~ayi~gwit~ you, , . compass of all errors, from the extreme of
In spite of. pTlde, In erring r~as~ns.splte, hypercalvinism to the extreme of ultra a-
One truth ISclear, whatever IB, 18 Tight. theism." So he haa boxed the compas.

UnifJersalist. Our opponents have of- of all errors in religion! And this is the
ten said that if they believed as we dO,)man who now stands at the head of the
they would kill themselves, in order ~h~t Infidel party in the United States! Really
they might get to .heaven sooner. But It IS such a man is worthy to be the head of.
evident that they do not know what they such a body! What confidence can be re....
would do. One .thing is certa!n:-that posed in the judgement and discrimi,p,l!>;'
there are not more mstances of SUICidea- tion of a man who has thus veered to ~lle~.
mong us than among other denominations. ry point of the compass of error7 U•.
We consider suicide as cont;ary to.the law may be well acquainted with the errors.al}~
of God, and hence good UllIversa!Jstscan- perversions of religion, but not real Teeli,;-
not commit it. . gion itself. We suspect that he has bee-n

Atheist. Is God's law contrary to hIS so bewildered and bew'irped by the sy"
own will? terns of error through which he has p' ell-

Universalist. No. . ed, that he cannot tell what the Christian
Atheist. Then if suicide js contrary to religion is; and does not know what he ill

the law of God, it must also be co?trary to opposing.
his will, and if contrary to his wJ!l, then In our little article on "Infidelity" in our
the will of God can be opposed; and if last, we omitted some remarks which we
the will of God is opposed in one violation intended to have made. They were, that
of the law, it is opposed in every violation the infidels in pretending to oppose tbe
of the law; and jf it is opposed in every, Christian religion, were not really contend-
or in any violation of the law, your whole ing against Christianity but against the sec-
theory concerning the origin, as well as tarian errors and perversions of it; and
the consequences of evil, falls to the were thus endeavoring to overthrow the
ground. . A. RAINES. religion itself, by exposing these! This is

NOTE.-The reader will observe, that unfair, unjust, and ungentlemanly in the
the arguments urged against Universalism extreme; lllIQ reflects badly upon the jud~-

in this dialogue, are directed exclusively a-
gainst those systems -of Univel'Salism,
which deny all punishment after death: a
doctrine, in our estimation, mor-edemerali-
zing than even Atheism1! A. R.

Peeris,Ky., June 1st, 1836.
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• .ment, honesty and ·int!!grily of those en· inquire; nods it 80" useful ·or·important·il.
· gaged in such a course. Sectarian sys- to ascertain how these evils may be reme-
, terns may quake before them, but Christl- died, and a more salutary and reviving or·

£' h P rd' h derof.things introduced.
anity lears t emnot. anop Ie m t e ar- '#'On all hands·it.is agreed'tqat the exis-
mour of fact and truth, she has· withstood tenCl}and multiplication of sects and par-

· their single and combilledassaults for eigh- ties has greatly impeded tbe onward march
teen hundred years, and come off. victori-. and triumphant',·career·'of.the true gospel.
ous from every contest. adding new trorh- This we-attempted to illustrate and enforc.e
les to her triumphs. .Her greatest victo- in our first speech in ·.Ravenna; a9 also the
ries are perhaps yet future. She shall necessity and-utility of a more rational r~a·

· march from conquest to conquest until she. ding and examination of both the JeWIsh
!i<;hieves a universal victory.-The follow- and Christian Scripturt1s.· In other address-
observations from the "Notes" alluded to es in tbis place it, was shown that Heaven's

plan always terminated in makin!5 partial
· ,above, shall suffice here upon this subject. evils univerversal good-'Or rather 1D cduc-

"Tpese crusaders against the hope ofim- ing out of evil good, "and hetter still in i~-
- mortalIty pride themselves in their ability finite progression:". so in ,the case of thIS
to expose some of the weaknesses, and fol- .mammoth evil •.it appeared be 'was about to
lies, and warwardness {)f sectarianism; as destroy sectarianism by· sectarianism-aid-
If the errors and oblLquities of the rival ed and supported by the- cavils and oppoRi.
creeds arid antagonist parties which have tions of atheists ·and 'sceptics and the wllole

• grown up in days of apostacy aDd ciegener- herd of scoffers who now sit in the high
/lcy, where indentical·with the truths of the places~of the scorners, and f\:last upon ~he
-Dible; or, as if the refutation of thC8e necei- putridities of.the morbidJrame of sectanan

,-,;.&aTljyimpaired the p.lllars of revelation, or christllwity.. . , .
dimlDishcd its claims upon the understand- "In the presecutlOn of the probablhtles

'iog and the affections of mankind. Iocon- of this consummation of all rivalries amongst
siderate sophists they dountless are, who God's children, it seemed to gain in the
imagine that the truth of the New Institu- estimation of·al1, that ID tbe· stru/lgles of
tion, now almost two - thousand years old, the discordant spirits of the age the parti.
can be affected by the fates or fortunes of tion walls of the sects will all' be shattered
,Bnv sect or t!;loetwhich originated centunes to pieces, and 0,11 era of united f8it~ and
after the religion was divIDely established. harmonious concert succeed ages of dIscord
As rationally might some driveller in a new and distracted effort. But ,we are not to

-" Iheory of lIa,ure attempt the reputation of imagine that the mere tendencies of this
:Newton's PrinCipia because oftbe quarrels strife, or that the agencies oow among tha
of SOlOestudents in the jnnior class in one of sects will thus terminate, or ,,secure so desi-
the academies of the state of Ohio, or by ;able an issue to,the cause of truth and hu-
exposing their errors in logic wlilile quo- man happiness. The-opposition of infideli-
ting the words of the prince of natural phil- ty will compel the advocates or faith 8$'a.inst
-<lsophers. The gospel which promises the atheism to betake themselves to onglOal
,friendshIp and favor of the Almighty ,·which ground, to abandon the war of rival opin-

. .ppens to us the eternal future, and places ions, called do<:trines and tenets, to betake
.witbin.our ~ach thelbliss of immortal life and themselves to the facts of the .apostles, and
glory, rests not I,lponingenious theories or to their method of stating, illustrating, and
spe<:ulalive doctrines on things.celestial, ter- proving them. Again the advances already
restrial; b'ut.on the stroog basis of incontm- made towards·the ancient order of things,
vertlble facts and the faithful testimonies {)f together with the clear exhibit·ion of the
..a host of peerless witnesses, the consccra- original go'spel, so far as moral means are
ted martyrs of Jesus the Messiah. concerned will no doubt. in cOlljunction with

- "This, though a more inqllisitive;lgethan Ihose singular 'and unintentiQ~lal alliee, in-
. .fiomlJ which _preceded it, is, nevertheless, troduce a new and happier era in society,"
'.J,ei.thorso IIlleIJig'ent nor discriminating in EDITOR.
,relig,ion as ile own interests demand, or its
.meims and opportunities of impruvetnent
·.would seem to uflord. HOlv far ttle substi-
-.tution of. partizan lenets lor tbe words of
,eternal truth, and the adoption of human
~t.andrlfcs of thiuking -and speaking in Joom
..of the Divine i;criptllres, may have contri-'
.bulcd to this stale ot lIungs, we do not now

Tile religion of' Deitlm.
[From Bishop H[)pkin~' "Christianity Vin-

dicated.;']
Some of the ancient philosophers believed

in many gods; sOllie thought there was none;
and othllrs, that there were iod., but that
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it was beneath their dignity to take any no- little good they contained, was,stoleh· from.
tice of hull1an affairs. And amongst the the Bible; but put togethar, after their own
moderns, the same variety of sentlment ex- fancy, without a shadow of proof or author'
ists. Some ha'le been actual Atheist~, as ity. The philosophers who have distin-
Spinoza and Mirabeau. Some have been guished themselves in this way, differed a-
Deists, as Herbert, Rousseau" Volney, mong themselves, and their notions were
Hume, and many others.· Some teach that utterly useless to direct the conduct, toguide
there isno difference between vice and vir- the aims, to restrain the pas~ions, or to con-
tue, that there is no future state, and that sole the hearts of men. Who ever saw a
this lile is the whole of our. existence. ' Oth· congregation of Deists established in the I

ers believe that the soul·· is. immortal, and. Ivorshlp of the God whom they pretended to
that there is·a judgment to come, but only acknowledge1. Who ever saw the lamily ot'
because it seemS to them.a more reasonable a Deist gathered together, to unite with him
belief than the opposite •. All agree in viIi, in praise and prayer1 Who ever heard that
{yjng the Bible lU some way or other, ,al· the belief of a Deist had power to assuage
though some of them praise its :norlllity and tbe pl,linsof a dying bed, and enable the
its sublimIty in the warmest terms; . but no ·spirit. to depart in the confiden<;e of hope and
one pretends to give any proof that his sys- joy1, Oh no! my brethren; it is only the re-
tem is the true one; beyond the arguments. of ligion of Christ, which possesses those char-
his own reason .. Now, if our. obj~ctor de- acters of true conviction. It is only the
signs to cast off Christianity, in order to Gospel of Christ which can purify and
take his notions of religion from the philos· strengthen the soul. Other systems maya- "
ophic school, we ask, which of them he will muse the fancy, but this alone can take hold
"elect, and on what principles he will make of the affections and the will. The religion
the selection~. They a:J agree in pulling of the Deist may engage tbe intellect, but It
down tne Christian system, but they differ, IS only the religion of the Bible that cun
egregiously, in the structure which they warm the heart ••
would build upon its ruins. They all deny
that our proofs are sufficient, and then motl-
estly ask us to adopt their notions, wi thout
any proof whatever. They scorn the eVl"
dence of muacle and prophecy, and talk a·
bout the superior claims of reason; but the
reason of one proves that there is a God,
and the reason of another proves that there
is none .. The reason of a third establishes
the immortality of the soul, and the reason
of a fourtlLlaughs at it, as an absurd super-
stition ••. Where IS the guide-where the
teacher,upon whose system the beart ane.
understanding pf a searcher after tru th can
repose with,security1. Alas! bewildered and
lost must be the mind, that attempts to fol-
low the mazes of extravagance Ilnd impiety,
set before hIm by the infidel philosophers of
the world •. Many of them were men of
splendid talents, commanding eloquence, and
e;x:tensive learning.; but the pride of intellect,
and the thirst after fame misled them. They
lo::,t thlildocility and candor so necessary to
e'lery searcher after truth; and instead of
being friends to the happiness, the morality,
and the eternal welfare of tbeir fellows,
they spread around them the infection of a
moral pestilence, and scattered the f1ow~rs
of genius upon the path of ruin and despaIr.

We repeat, therefore, my brethren, that
the choice we hav'il to make in this matter,
is between the religion of the Scriptures,
and none, There is no religion of nature.
This is but a delusive titie, given by men to
fl..)'15tems.oftheir own.deviling; in which tbe

A.wCnl COR sequences oC A.-
theisn. alld Infidelity,.

hlPORTANCE OF RELIGION TO SOCIETY.

Few men suspect, perhaps no man com"
prehends, the extent of the support given by
religioft to the virtues of ordinary life. No
man perhaps is aware, how much our moral
and social sentiments are fed from thiil
fountain; how powerless conscience would
become without the belief of a God; how
p:llsied would be human benevolence,
were there not the sense of higher benevo-
lence to quicken aud sustain it; how llud-
denly the whole social fabric would quake,
and. with what a fearful crash it, would sink
into hopeless ruins, were the ideas of a Su-
preme Being. of accountableness, and of a
future life, to be utterly erased from every
mllld. Once let men thoroughly believe
that they are the work and sport of chance j

that no superior intelligence concerns itself
with human affairs; that all their improve-
ments perish for"ver at death; that the weak
have no guardian, and the injured no aven-
ger; that there is no recompen se for sacri-
fices to, uprightness and the public good; that
an oa,th i~ uanea.rd III he ••.veoj. that secre~



fellow creatures. Thull its whole tendency
is free. It lays deeply the only foundations
of liberty, which are the principles of be~
nevoleuce, j~-'ltice" and, respect for human
nature. The spirit of hbertyis not merely,
as multitudes imagine, a jealousy of our
own particular rights, an unwillingness to
be oppressed ourselves" but a respect fQr the
rights of others, and an unwIllingness that
any mllO, whetlier high or low, should be
wronged, and trampled under foot. Now
this is the spirit of Christiani ty; and liberty
has no securit)', any farther than this up-
rightness and benevolence of sentiment
actuates a community.
, In another method religion befriends lib~
erty. Itdiminlshes the necessity of public
restrai nls, and supersedes in a great degree
tloe use of force In administering the law!;
and this It does, by making men a law to
themselves, and by repressing the disposi-
tion to disturb and injure society. Take
away the pUIlfying and restraining influence
of ~eli'gion, and selfishness, rapacity, and
injusti~e will break out in new excesse&;
and amidst the increasing perils of society,
government must be strengthened to defend
it, must accumulate means of repressing
disorder and crime; and this strength and
these means may be, and 'often have been,
turned against the freedom of the state
which they were meant to secure. Dimin-
ish principle, and you. iDcrease the need of
force in a community. In this country,
government needs not the array of power
which you meet in other nations,-no guards
of soldiers, no hosts of spies, no vexatious
reguhrti6ns of police; but accomplishes its
\leneficimt purposes by a few unarmed
judges and civil officers, and operates so si-
lently around us, and comes so seldom in
contact with us, that many of us enjoy its
blessings with hardly a thowght ef its exis-
tence. This is the perfectIon of freedom;
and to what du we owe this conuition1 I
answer, to the power of those laws which
Heligion writes on our heart'a, which unite
and concentrate public opinion against in-
justice and oppression" which spread a.spir-

THE CHRISTIAN REFORMER.

srrmes hllvlJ' nu, witnl!ss but the perpetra-
tor;' tbat htrtnan existence' has no; purpose,
and bum8Jn vir ue no unfailmg friend; }hat
this,brief Efe is, every thing to us, and death
j'8 total, everlasting extinction;' once let men
thoroughly abandon' rel'lgion, and- who can
conceivEl or describe the extent of tlie d'eso-
lation- which would folioIV 1, We hope pe;-
haps tbat ht1lOOnlaws and natu-ral sympathy
wl:>uld'holdsociety together. As reasona·
lily'might we believe, that were the sun
fJ.uenched in the heavens, our torches could
j;lIuminate., and OUl' fires quicken and fer-
'tilize the earth. What is tbere in numa:n
Jl!lture to awaken re~pect and tenderness, if
m an is the ull,p-Iotected,insect of a day1 and
what. is be more, lf atheism be true! Erase
all thought and feg,r of God from a commu-
nity,-and ~elfishness and sensuality would
absopb the whole man. Appetite, knowmg
no restraint, and poverty and suffering.
having no solace 0'1' hope; would trample in
1!E.ornon tbe re-etraints of human laws. Vir-
tue, dUly, principle, would be mockes. and
Ipurned as unmeaning sGunds. A sordid
'eJt~inte~8.it weula supplant every other
feeling, and man would become in fact, what
the theory of atheism declares him to be,
a companion for brutes.

It particularly deser~es attention in this
discussion, that the christian religion ISsin-
gularly important ,to free communities. In
truth we may douIYt whether civil freedom
clin subsist without It. This at least we
kn9w, that equal righte and an impartial
administration of justice, have never been
enjoyed IV here this religion has not heen un-
derstood; It favors free institutions, lirst,
beoause its spirit is the very spint of liber<
tYl that IS, aspirit of respect for the inter-
ests and rights of others. Christianity re-
cognises the essential equality of mankind;
beats down with its whole might those as-
piring and rapo.olou. principles of our na
turcl which have subjected the many to the
few; and, by its relining influence, as well as
hy direct precept, turns to God, and to Him
ooly, that supreme homage which has been
10 impiously lavished on crowned and titled
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it of equity and gOflQwiII thrllUgh the com-
munity. Thus religion IS the soul of free-
dom, and no nation under heaven has such
an interest in it as ourselves.-Dr. W. E.
Channing.

come dull ?-why in reading an animating
and fervid writer, do we become animated
and excited ?-why in reading an iIl1agina.-
tive and fanciful author, do w~ become im-
aginative and fanciful? Everyone who
has read much knows that wel written

Pitts' Book on Baptism He- works exercise a wonderful influe'nce over
the mind.-Books are like company.

viewed and EXI}osed. When in company, we ate very prone to
NO.1. imbibe its spirit and fall into its conversa-

A Booleon Baptism: chiefly designed as tions and amusements.-That there is It

a refutation cif the error~ and infidelity of spiTit in a book, would seem to be very
Compbellism. By F. E. Pitts. Nashville: probable from the wonderful influence
Printed at the Western Methodist Office which books often exercise over the' con-
1835. 24 mo. pp. 185. versations, actions and conduct of people.

It has been remarked by the intelligent Good books excite them to good, and bad
and observing, that every book has a spil'it; books to eVIl.
and the observation is consistent with what If every book has a spirit. how many eVil
we know of spiritual operations. It is spi1'itshave gone out into the world! How
through the medium of oral and written cautious should we be about what we read;
language, that mind or spirit operates upon and how we read and suffer ourselves to be
mind, and produces all the various, multi- influenced by it! How very cautious should
form and wonderful effects which we are we be, about what we influence and induce
daily in the hahit of witnessing. Through others to read, and the books we throw in
the influence of language, the civil and their way or place in their hands! These
military powcrs of countries have been set numerous spirits have done a world·ofinjury.,
in array and roused into action, nations and there is much, great danger of being
have been convulsed, empires overthrown, seduced and led astray by them! "Belov-
and political, religious and literary revolu- ed," says John in first epistle, "believe not
tions effected, whIch, perhaps, will be felt every spIrit, but try the spirits, whether
unttl time shall be no more. they are of God: because many'false pro .•

That there is a spirit in every book may phets are gone out into the world." HI/):
be inferred from expressions which have has furnIshed us with an infallible rule by
become common from their truth. We say which to try them, whether they are of God!.
of an author sometimes, that he has in- or not. "We [apostles] are of God. He,
spired his readers with his spirit; and of a that knoweth God hearetlt TJS; he that i3'
reader, that he has drank deeply into the not of God, heareth not U!l. Hereby knoW'
spiritof an author'il writings. Writers have we the spir'it of TRUTH, and the spil'it of
sometimes so deeply imbibed the spirit of ERROR," It is in the New Testament, the·
a favorite author, that they come .to habit- word "OfGod, that we hear tire' apoo/tles;.
ually imitate him in the style and language and it is by their writings that "ie a're t()
of their productIOns, and the imitations ate "try the spirits." As every book has a
sometimes 510 close that they can with dif- spirit, so has "THE BOOK," the Hi'lIe, its
ficulty be distinguished from the originals. Spirit. The writers of the Bible being
This propensity to imitate may often be de- inspired by the Holy Spirit, and the' Bible
teGted in communications in periodicals, having been written under the ilJfluence of
which the authors of tbem are in the hab- tbat Spirit, the HOLY SPIRIT is the Spirit
it of reading much. Man, in fact, is the of the Bible. In trying all other books by
creature of imitation and education; and thilSBook, we are trying all these other'
being thus under the influence of minds a- spirits by this Spirit
like constituted but farther advanced than The little book, the title page of which.
his own, he falls into the ilame trains and we have prefixed to this article, like all 0-
modes of thinking and writing.-If there ther books has its spirit, !and a very. evil
is not a spirit in every book, why in read- and false spirit it is! Pardon the severi-
ing a dull and prosing author,. do we be- ty.of the expression. We speak plainly,
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for. die subject whioh we are now upon reo properly within- our sphere, than that:.
q1,lires.plain speaking.. 'The book where of any of our periodicals.
it<has had any influence seems to have in- , We shall endeavour to show, God being
fused, we do' not say. the same kind of spir- willing, tha:t Mr. Pitts has grossly misre,
it that is in it, but, a very, bad·spirit of some presented bro. Campbell;. that he has .per-
sort, into those who have read it, manifest- terted and misapplied the Scrip~uresj that
ed by a mad, blind and unreasonable 0PPP- he has !Jeen guilty of the very same things.
!lition to the Reformation. which he condemns in bro. C.; and that he

It is difficult to re view a bad book in a !,las asserted. positive 'falsehoods.
good spirit. The continual provocations EDITOR.
with which we meet, will irritate us, unless
we have a greater.command over our minds For the Christian Reformer.
and tempers than people generally have. Dr: Fishback and the Re-·
We will however try to review this "book t'ol'mation, .
on baptism" in the best spirit and temp~r Bro. Howard;-In the 3d No. of the "Re·
we can. former" you have published a piece on ., Re·

I b
· ligious Enthusiasm," taken from the "Phi--

t may e .mq~ired of us,wh~t business losophy of the human mind, &c." a book
hav:e we revlewmg a~d e~poslllg ~,work published by Dr. James Fishback, of Lex-
whICh s~ems to be wntten J1l0pposltlOn to ington, Ky. in,1835; upon which you make -
the sentiments of another and a particular some remarks, predicated upon.intelligence .
individual? To this we reply, that the ob- which 1 think incorrect.
vious design of the book was to injure and You obsene, that, the most recent ac-
prostrate a common cause, in which we, ?ounts you h:tve h~d of him" IS "that he now
in common with that individual are enaag- IS, and has been tor some time past, one of

d d h I
.' "lour opposers, strange as It may appear from

e ; an t at lence we conSider ourse ves h f h' '. ' "N b H
fi 1

· 'fi bl' .. t e tenor 0 18 wn.lOgs. ow, roo ow-
p~r e~t y Jush a e. III revlewlllg and expo- ard, what'are we to understand by "one of
SlDg It. How unfaIr ar~ the-means whIch our 0JlPosersl'-' Do you mean that he is "op-
have been here used, WIll be shown as,we posed" ~o the pious orderly professors of the
proceed. Christian Religion1 Or whom do you in-

We may be also asked why have we ta- elude. mlthe word "?ur1" With wholR are
I.' h' k ' d 1 . I you Identrfied1 Is It not With the Chns-
~~en ~p t IS wor n()w-~n et l.t a one. s~ tians1 If so, why should you he tempted to
~,~ng .. why not have reViewed ~t earlIer. say, he is one of "our opposers?'.' You can-
I. 0 th~s we reply, that before thIS year our not certainly. mean that he is opposed to the'
:IlltuatlOn was such, that we could not prob- system of Christianity-tho philllnthrophy
ahly have reviewed it at all, or at least as we and benevolence of God. towllrds a lost
wished, and even this year our situation world! This no one who knows him will
1mB not permitted'us to do it until now. venture to say, His piety and uppghtness

. .. . are above suspicion. His long and entire
.~dded to thiS; It Is-perhaps almost Im- devot.ionof tIme talents and money to the

pos~lible to review a production'of this cause of God a~d man,' prove that so far
kind as calmly and dispassionately as it from being "opposed" to the inturests of
O!lgh,~ to be done, when the impressions of Christianity, or its professors, toot all his
a first perusal are fresh upon our minds, energIes "~~e now, and have been-for many
and th~e excItement by it has not abated' years past, devoted to advance, both,

., h ll' ' 1 [,' I apprehend that your ffi.ealllng IS, that
and ILlS p~r aps equa yas ,Imposslb e or the Doctor is opposed to the "present re:f:Jr-
sucil a. revle~ to be read or hstene~ to by mati on." If this be your meaning, you·
others m. a dlfferen~ state of exclterne~t ought, in justice to yourself nnd the Doctor,
upon the same subject, as calmly and dls- to have made some explanation, at least'told
paBllionately as it ought to be. in what this opposition consists,or'whether

Besides, this is a Tennessee production, he is opposed in part or in wbol~ to th~ !e.
nubliflhed in the state in which this paper formatl~n, or whether or no~, hiS OppOSitIOn
• ' d' IS not duected to the correctIOn of some one
15pubhshed, edlcated to the preachers?f or more leading ideas 01' opinions, held by
-the Methodist annual Conference, and cu- some of the reformers. I think some such
c.ulated prin~ipa~ly in this State. To no-\ course would have Iluited th.e cue better.
tlce and revIew 1t, then, would fall more Our object is truths whether It comes from
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H'riend or enemy; ana ,vhen we speak either,
,they should have their due.

Had you told your readers, that this same
"able writer among the Baptists," was "op-
posed" to one of the leading sentiments coa-
tended for by many of the reformers, you
would have hit the "opposition" exactly.
Although a .reformer himself, yet his can-
dour and love of truth move him to oppose
and endeavour to correct error wherever
found. He is for a thorough reformation, one
that begins in our own hearts first, extends
to our families, tben to the church, and fi-
nally to the world. His fellowship is upon
II.b.road bas.is-he fellowships all in Christ,
and tbe test oftbat fellowship, is tbe pIOUS
doer, and not the hearer only of God's word.

The sentiment incorporated in tblS refor-
mation, and to which the Docto.r is opposed,
is thus expressed by Mr. Vampbell, in an-

.swer to a query sent him from Lexington,
Kentucky.

"Query. Is it, or is it not, through faith in
the blood of Jesus Christ, tbat we receive
the remission of our s,ins in the act of jm-
rnersion~"

"jJnswer. I had thought, that in my
Essays on immersion, this point was fully
settled. Every single blessing, and all bles-
sings collectively appertaining to salvation,
flow to us from the sacrifice of Jesus the
Son of God. The value and efficacy of his
sacrifice, is the very document itself which
consti tu tes the burthen of the testimon y.
Belief of this testimony is what impels us
·into tbe water. Knowing that the efficacy
of this blood is to be communicated to our
consciences, In the way in which God has
pleased to appoint, "we stagger not at the
promise of God;" but flee to the sacred
Ordinance, which brings the blood of Jesus,
in contact with our consciences. Without
knowing and ·believing this, immersion is
empty as a blasted nut. The shell is there
but the kernel is wantIng. "-Chr'i,tian Bap-
.tist, vol. 6. page 160.

Here you have the sentiment to which the
Doctor is "opposed," and his opposit ion to
it has been .uniform. There is no doctrine,

.in the Vhrlstian economy, .for which he con-

.tends more earnestly, than he does for the
old pr.otestant principle "justification by
faith;" and he maintains, that tbis doctrine
is a t.est, as it held "either soundly or un-
soundly of a,rising or falling church." (s
it not reasonable then, that he should .have

.opposed the introduction of a principle,
which, in his judgement, was fraught with
80 much evil to the chllrch1 And is It not
unreasonable inlls, to Bpeak of this opposi-
tIOn, in whole-sale way1

If the receptton of the opinion, that the

remission of sins is obtained alone tllrouglI
immersion, is necessary to the constituting
of a reformer, then I have erred 10 saying
that the Doctor was a reformer, as he re-
jects this opinion; and it does seem, froOl
the conversation, preaching and writing of
some, that no man can be a reformer with-
out he receives this' doctrine, in Its lengtll
and breadth. And With too many, it seemll
to be alone the test of fellowship.

No man in tLe commnnity, regretted more
than the Doctor did, when he saw in Mr.
Campbell's]writing, the gradual preparation
for the full developement of his exclusive
views relative to immersion. Hi~ mortifi-
cation was unfeigned, for he had felt a live-
ly interest for the progress of a thorough reo
formation, which he ha,d been struggling to
advance for morethan Twenty year& And
when Mr. Campbell commenced writing,
and advocatlDCI'the doetrine of a reformati on
the Dr.twas m~re than gratified ,for he saw in
him a clearness ofint.ellact,-a power of mind,
together with an independent bearing, that
promised much; and III him he expected to
find a co-worker under God, 10 advancing
the good caUSdhe bad at heart. He wrote
many pieces in the "Christian Baptist"
which met with the undivided approbation
of all the intelligent who felt a solicitude
for a reformation.

But when Mr. Campbell gave his views
in full upon immersion, suspending the effi-
cacy of the blood of Christ, as he avowed It
was according to Goa's appointment, upon
the act ofimrnersion,-"addlug "that with-
out knowing and believing this (VIZ. "that
in this sacred ordinance the blood of Jeiu.
is brought ill contact with our consciences,")
••immersion is as empty as a blasted nut,
the SheJl is there but the kernel is want-
ing." When the Doctor read this, he laid
down the pamphlet, expressing his sorrow
that after so many years labour-l\lr, Vamp_
bell sbould now make it necessary that all
the correct principles which belong to the
reformation, should be brought to bolster up
this e¥clusive view oLimmersion, aud th.us
clog tbe wheels of the reformation. He reo
gretted that ever Mr.• Campbell had "disin-
terred" this sentiment, which Mr. Campbell
said "had Jain in tbe rubbish or ages," and
which t.he Doctor thought would have, in
all PJobability, slept until the rubbish was
consumed by the pu,C,ing fire of the last
day, had not .!Hr.Vampbell waved his magic
wand over it. And that in hIS zeal he had
erred; for !Dstead of raising a Christian
"relic," he had brought up the Ghost ofa
Roman CatholiC error, and one too (,"hen
animated by a correspondent spirit) of DC)

small magnitude. In the mind of a Catho-
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him express, perhaps, II. thousand times,
"and no doubt, 'he ~ti1l11nteTtains and expre!~
ses the same when ever he speaks or preach-
es upon this ~bject.

My obj~ct in writiDg, is to reheve you and
your readers from enor, and to remove any
imputation which may have fa11en upon
the Doctor, arising from your misinformation
relative to hIm; as his dissenting from on~
of the leading ideas of tire Reformation.
ought not to bring him in collision with fie
whole,-except its friends think the idea
he opposes, contains the whole reformation.

I have in my possession nearly all the
writmgs of the Doctor, from his first pro~
duction, up to this time, from which I can
furnish you occasiona1 extracti3; and which I
feel convinced will entirely retute the charge
which some have been ple&sed to prefer a-
gainst him; which is, that he haa repeat~dly
chauged his views of the word of God, smee
he made a profession erf religion. He hu
improved, which every religious man ougltt
to do. E. R. O'

lic it, clot~es .the priest with more authority
t'han Godhas ever conferred upon any mortal.
It was made a source of revenue, both to
the 'priests and mid-wives, who under this
view, administered the ordinance of baptism,
in every form, and to all classes of people,
lind to all conditions.-even the unconscIOus
li,nd dying infant was made to receive the
benefit of this efficacIOUSilacrament. Such
,'vere the effects ofthia sentiment among the
Roman Catholics, when it was unguarded by
faith and repentance, and a want of the
knowledge of the word of God.
'The Council of Trent decreed, that whoso-

e.ver shaH say that the infant in Baptism.is not
purified from sin and regenerated let him be
"accursed."
. But the libuse of a principle, is no reason

for its rejection; if so, the Christian system
migh.t • long since, have Ibeen cast aside.
The Doctor felt that an old error was about
to be revived, and attached to the car of the
reformation, which would, to some extent,
{laralyze the labours of many years. He was
admonished of this by a knowledge of the
16th century, when this same sentiment, Reply to the pl'eceding Let.
was one of the obstacles that Luther and
others had to contend WIth, and he was fear- ter.
ful that its blighting influence might retard Brother E. R. O.-It is with cheerful-
the present revival of primitive Christianity. ness that I give a place to your communi-

You may take all the leading scriptural cation in my paper. My real and avowed
"Items," of the reformation and compare object being truth, I can have no interest
them one by one with HJe writings of Doct- . f
or Fishback s:nce 1809. up to the last Book ID propagating error or misrepresentatIOn 0

published in 1834, and you will find a )lID. .any kind, or in sustaining and defending it
gular correspondence. when I once have been instrumental ill its

He has formally exploded natural religon, dissemination. And it is certainly the du-
or rather a system called natural religion. ty of our brethren, when we have been the
No system has more obstructed the glorifi- occasion of misrepresenting others, to in-
cation of the word of God than this. It was form us of it, that it may be corrected. If
maintained, by the clergy, of all orders, in I have cast any unjust imputations upon
every age, for the last fifteen hundred years, Dr. Fishback, it was' in consequence of
and for a man to call the truth of it, in ques-
tion, in the beginning of the nineteenth cen. misinformation j and I will most cheerfully
tury, hazarded his reputati.lln for common remove them.
sense' In fact a Rev. D. D. said the Doc- The assertion which I made about the
tor was a fool; that he certainly had gone Dr. was predicated upon the following in-
beside himself; for he was in the face of all, formation from an article in the March no.
the highest anthority. But sir, the Doctor of the Gospel Advocate, published at Lex-
loves truth for truth'S sake and is not to be ington, Ky. j by bro. John T. Johnson, one
86duced from it by the loaves and fishes, or of its editors:
the trappings ofpa·rty.

Upon the subject of faith, according to "The reformation principles have been flO

common sense. he has been more lucid than grossly traduced and caricatured by Doctor
IIny other man who has ever written. A Fishback in hisfoUlth number published in
piece published in the '<.:hristian Baptist, ta- t~e Baptist Banner, that w.e design to place
ken from a defence made by the Doctor in hIS conduct before the public, that they may
behalf of the Elkhorn Association in 1822" know what reliance is to be placed III hla
received the highest praise from bro: Camp- word or promise, however solemnly pledged.
bell and hiS numerous readers. The above He arlverta to Ilnd adopts the following sen-
corresponds with the extract you made, and timent of Luther in regard to justification-
botl1'contain sentiments which I have heard "the doctrine ofjustilication or forgiveness

" .
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ot sih, is the test of 'a standing or fallipg source of mortification to the Doctor that ,110

church. lfright in thIs we cannot be far few were left to hear him."
wrong in any tbing else." "Now (says the "He h.ll/! induced one of pis friltJlp.s to
Doctor,) I do not hesi:ate wilh full cpn- swear a ~dl in chanpery, which seeks to
sideration of the subject to pronounce that restrain our friends from tbe present lise of
the reformation is wholly wrong on the sub- t)le 1)OU,se,until a final decision can !:iehad:
ject of justification and forgiveness of sius, ,And if I h!1venot been misinformed, llpp~i-
and therefore 1t is not _easy to suppose it cations to.J udue Wilson of that CI rcuit, and
right in any thing else. It would be just as to Judge Hiclfcy, for ap injunction had
unreasonable to look for an humble, order- proved \Insucces~fI11-·of which; an applica"
Iy, prayer(ul, pious life to grow Out of it, cation to Judge Robbins succ.eededo+-and
as to look for an angel of light supported by our friends are for the present rcstrain.ed
a cloven foot.'·" from worshipping in the hou,se,"

"A division had taken place in the con· Thus you see, bro. E. R. 0.; that my in-
gregaticn at Mt. Vernon, Woodiord Coun· (ormation is from an eye and ear witness of
ty, Ky.-Each party was in the occupancy the Dr.'s conduct, and extracts from his
of the house two Lord's days in each Illonth.On one occasion when our frien~s had own writings; and thus you see that he IS
assembled to worship according to previous opposed to us in every respect, that hp, will
notice of some weeks, and a large audience not admit us to be right in any thing, and
was In attendance to bear us, the Doctar that he opposes us in our worg.hip as well as
~ook possession of the meetIng house early III our sentiments, showing by His c(1Tlduct
In the clay and before our usual time for that he does not even allow us to be right
commenciflg worship, with the design of in that! (If we are wrong must not he be
preventlOg us from using the house. He . II 1 . . h' h ?)ascended the pulpit about 11 oclock Without wrong III a tIe pomts IIIw IC we agree
any ceremony and was ahout to commence. If our brethren are pious and oTderly, does
when, at the request ot' some of the Breth. not this look like he is "opposed to the pi-
ren, the undersigned [John T . .Johnson] ous, orderly professor;:; of the Christian re-
approached him to know his designs. Af~ ligion?i' I profess to be identified with
ter bestowing upon our Brethren of that "the Christians." I regard those with
congregation several abusive epithets, for whom I am connected as Christians, be .•.
which he was reminded he would have to cause they believe amI obey the Lord Je·
answer bis Master, he remarked that his SIIS Christ, not in a few,. but in all things.
brethren and himself had always been Wprepared to adjust the difficulty by a refer- ith me, faith and obedience are the great
ence. To which I replied, that our fnends tests of Christian character an'a eOTld.uct;
had expressed a similar desire and preparn.- not the one without the other,but both uni-
tlOn to me-not however to leave it to him ted. And in opposing us,. the~, if we ,are'
or his friends, but to a dislDterested umpire what we profess to be, is not Dr. Fishback
to be chosen by the partIes. The Doctor opposing "Christians?" And in oppesing
expressed great gratification in private, the sentiments of such; is he not opposing
stating that he would then make a statement the "system of Cbristianity?" Can we, in
of the circumstances to the audience-occu·py till 12 o'clock and retire. We concluded the face of such cQT.ductas we-see he has
under that pledge 10 remain. Tbe Doctor peen guilty of, besides other that 1 have not
however, arose lind expressed hlB grutlfi. brought forward, say that "his piety and up-
cation at learning, as he saiJ for the first rightness are above suspicion?"-You un·
time, that our frIends were wilhnIT to sub. derstand me now, when I say that the Dr.
mit the difficulty, the law and facts of the IS opposed to ~he ·'present reformation;"
case as before stated. He was however and you know the grounds that 1 have f\)r
abusive and severe upon our brethren.- saying so.---When our brethren are both
And I availed myself of the occasion as hearers and doers of the word, and he not
offered by the Doctor, to state the terms <>f only refuses to fellowship them, but opposes
the proposition, and that our Brethren them in every way he call with all his might
assured me that they had been ever ready does he fellowship all in Christ; and is the
to take the COllrsetlien agreed (Yn. That IIIcons"quence, however, of the abuse of the test of his fellowship, "the piOUSdoer and
Brethren just then heard. we would retire not the heurer only of vod's word?" Ii!:
to the woods anr! worsh:p-wbich we accor- his fellowship on a broad or narro,v basis?
dingly did; and it must have been a deep (s not opinions and not facts, theory and not
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practice, the bond and test of his fellow- introducp.d to the first e/langeJist in these U-,
ship?- We plea'd for as thorough a reform- OIted States, who preaches faith, repentance.
ation as he can; and one that commences reformation, baptism, as of any value without
in the heart, and extends to the eonduct, the,acknowledgement and cordial reception

of the blood of Christ,.as the only procuring
the church, and the world! Those well and efficient calise of remission."
acquainted with our sentiments are cum-

. This,shows the ,indispensible necessity
pelled to admit this. The objection ma~e Df faith in the blood of, Christ as the alone
to us, is not that we plead for too little, but
r t h t tl h fi t" procuring cause of the' remission of sins,tor 00 muc , 00 lOroug, a 1'0 orma Ion. 'd h ' d' f

I think that Dr. Fishback and yourself III or er to t e receptIon an enjoyment 0
have both entirely misunderstood bro. pardoni a?d that the'8fficacy of. the hl?od
Cam bell' that is if he understands him as of Chnst IS,not suspended upon ImmerSIOn,
you :eem 'to do. 'Yuu say that his views b~t ~hat of Immer~lOn upon the bloo"" ?f
suspend the efficacy of the blood of Christ Chnst., Now I thmk that, yo~ must admIt,
upon the act of immersion. Now I do not as ~uc.n ?S ~ro. C., that faith III the blood of
understand this to be his meaninO' at all. Chnst IS 1ll?lspensably necessar,Y to pard?n?
Notice well the quotation above, ;hich you But so far IS bro. C. from makmg baptism
have made from him, and you will see that what y~u endeavor to ~how. he does, that
it is the virtue of immersion which he sus- he da?mltJsthat the

l
bap~~sm ?fha Pdershon:re-

d 'f: ' h' I bl d f Ch 't t gar mg esus as t 10 messw an avmgpen s upon alt 111tle 00 ° ns ,no f: 'th' h' bl d ill t th t
the virtue of Christ's blood upon faith in al III IS .00,' w secure ~ a per-
immersion. "Without knowing orbeliev- son,. or. put him, JO~o, the possessIOn of the
ing this, immersion [notfaith in the blood of reml~slon of hiS sm~ although he may at
Christ] is as empty as a blasted nut."- The It~e tm~e ha~e b,ee~ Ignor;mt of the :eal de-
folio.wing extract from his review of "Dr. sign ~t ,the mstItutLOn. fhe ~oll~wmg:p~rt
F· I b I' B k N 2"1\""11 H b' of a dIalogue on re-lmmerSlOn exlnbllslSI ac(s 00 - o. , m.l. ar mger, h" TI d· I . I..
No.5,. (May) 1835, shows that Dr. Fish- IS sentIments. le III ogue IS 'Uetween
ba{;k has wholly rIlisapprehended ahd mis- A

b
lexand~r (bra dC) and Rufus, .who

f
ha~

represented bro. Cam bell: een re-Imrnerse ,Ill c.onsequeoce 0 no
T d'dPh' , h D • understanrlmgthe meanlflg of the ordmance

" ~e m,ost uncan 1 t mg 10 t.e octOI' 8 when first ba tize.d.
book, IS hiS repeated efforts to affix upon the p
disciples of Cbrist the stigma of disparaging n.-I waa about that time [referring'to'
tbe sa.crifice of ,the Son of God, by substitu- his first baptism] immersed without, under-
ting a .gospel ordmance for the blood of the standing the meaning of it, and bad .no ,res-
New Institution. "Belief in something, and pect to thll remission of my !Sins in immel'-
in baptism in orderta remission, and abed!- sion: for I believed that 1was forgiven six
enee by baptism, ar by immersion," says he, months before my immersion, ..through 'faith
"secures the remission of their sins, or jus in the blood of Jesus:
tilies them a" sinners wit.hout the blood of "I\.-you had faith, then, in the blood or
Christ." And, he adds," RemiSSIOn of sins, Jesus, and consequently regarded him as
in their judgement. is,by divine appointment, the Messiah.
suspended upon faith and the act of immer- "R.-yes: I had faIth in him, indeen;
sion, to the exclusion altogether of the sac- lIut I was not immersed for the remiSSIOn of
riticIaI death, and expiatory offering of the my sins. I was immersed becaustl Jesus
body and blood of Christ" A more reck- 'vas Immersed in the Jordan, and because
Jess and·unfou oded calumny was never penn- he commanded all believers to be immersed.
ed, as far as known to me. I neither ,know' "A.-A~ld such a baptism as this you
nor lIcknow ledg's any man lIS a christian now say IS no better than no bapti-sm or
brother, wh(..-teache~ or practices such prln- infant sprinkling. Does an infant, !l"t at all,
eipies. does its unde,rstandlOg, will, ajfect~C>'ls, or

.• " e have published and republished, from conscience feel or act in reference to the
Dan to Beersheba, that faith, repentance, ex!\mple, authority, command, or promise
and baptism, without "the sacriJicial'death', of Jesns Christ'! Surely you confound things
and expiatory offering of the body and blood ·that l.hfftlr, t.he breadth and length ofbeal'ea!
of Christ," however sincere and scripldral "R.-Oll! there is some difference, in
>they may'be. are not w;lrth more that !l blue deed!' Dut as touchb1g the remission of sins,
'bead in the affair of r,emissioll of sim, orac· an infant as milch expectiJd it in its sprmk.
ceptallce with God. And 1 have yet to .be ling, as I in my first immersion.
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"A~-That 'may -be;, for you said that
you thought; nay, were assured, that your
sins were remittee six· months before you
were immersed. But this, in my judgment.
constitutes no reason why y~\l"should,; af-
ter ten years citizenship in the kingdom of
Ghrist, be agaiu immersed. When I' was
naturalized II citizen of these United StateR
there were certain immunitIes' and prive.
leges attached to citizenship wllICh 1 had
not III my mind at that time; nor were they
any inducement to me to be naturalized, any
more than to that child now sleeolDg-in the
arms of Its mother. But did that circum.
stance annul my natu/allzation, and leave
me an ahen~" * oj< * * *

"The not understanding of this in~t1tu·
tion has prevented many christians from
enjoying its benefits; but the not understan-
ding it does not make them altens from the
kingdom of Jesus." * '/< * "I was
constitutionally naturalIzed, though 1 did
not understand all its benefits, nor seek all
the priveleges of a citizen. My pol,itical
new birth, and your christian new birth
were pretty much alike. I had thought
that hving on the American soil, and being
well disposed to the government, 1 was, be
fore-my naturalization, entitled to certain
pflveleges of a citizen. But such miscon~
ceptions did not annul the constitutionality
of the act. 1 renoun~ed all fureign alle-
giance in the words of the act. 1 ask you,
then, did you r:ot confess that Jesus \Vas
the Messiah, and did you not cordially
renounced every other mediator, prophet, or
king1 And were you not immersed into the
name of the Father. Son, and Holy Spirit~.
And can you think that you supposing your
Bins were pardoned before your baptism, or
that your not having all the meaning ot
baptism before your mind, made your im-
mersIOn unconstitutional; and left you an
alien fr'lm the kingdom ofGud-mdeed, in
the kingdom of Satan1" * .* * "The
meaning of any institutIon, and the belief in
the testimony of God concerning Jesus, his
person, office, character, and work, are very
different things. Though to the more en-
lightened they are intimately connected,
yet experience proves, and observation at_
tests, that many believe in him who do Dot
understand Lis insti tutions."

You.say that it seems from the conversa-
tion, preaching and writing of some, that no
man ean be a reformer, without he receives
the doctrine that remission of sins is obtain-
ed alone through immersion, in its length
and breadth j and that the reception of this
"opinion," as yo~ are pleased to-call it, with

too many seems, to be alone the test of fel.
j(ilWship! Now, I think that you are very.
much mistaken here. Is not every man who
reforms any, a reformer in some. sense of
the wonl, a reformer in a greater or less de-
gree?' And I must say that I have never
met with the first brother yet, who made
the reception of any opinion or sentimen~
a bond of fellowship. Were this the caS(l
with us, we might receive into our union,
some of the most wicked and- profane men
i'n the count!·y, who profess to receive the
sentiment that baptism is for the remission
of sins. The test of fellowship with us 'is
not the mere holding of certain sentiments
or "opinions," but belief and OBEDIENCEof
the truth, the reeeption of Jesus as the
Messiah by submitting to his government
and laws.

You seem from some of your remarks in
regard to Dr. F. and bro. C. inclined to look
upon baptism for remission of sins, as tho
"ghost of a Roman Catholic error." Now,
my dear brother ,how unwisely are we acting
when we refuse to receive any point of doc-
trine, or condemn an institution because it
has been abused and perverted from its real
meaning and design! And hence you very
truly observe, that "the abuse of a princi-
ple is no reason for its rejection, if so, the
Christian System might long since have
been cast asid~." The best institutions
w hen perverted and abused, become the
worst. The very idea, that baptism is for
the "emission of sins, is sufficient to ex-
clude infants from the ordinance, as it can-
not be proven that they have any sins im-
puted to them to be remitted, or a guilty
conscience to be Cleansed frOII\ their pollu'
tion. You say, speaking of the Roman
C\ltholic abuse of the meaning of baptism.
"Such were the effects of this sentiment
among the Roman Catholics, when it was
unguarded by faith and repentance, and a
want of the knowledge of the WORDOF
GOD." In this, I entirely agree with you.
Guarded by these, the design of Christian
baptism never can he abused or perverted,.

You observe that, "this same sentiment
[baptism for remission of sins] was one of
the obstacles that Luther and others had to,
contend witli." Now would it not seem
very strange, if Luther held this sentiment,
which constituted such an obstacle to 1iJ
exertions? Yet such was the f.1<:t, as we
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are pl'epared toshow.-Lutherdissentsfrom gether with him by immersion into hill
Dr. Fishback, and i:; with us here. The death, that like as Christ waa raised up
following contains extracts from a faithful from the dead, by the glory of the Father.~ even so also we shall walk in a Dew life.'''
translation' of his Catechism by Charles
Artzof Fitt!lbnrgh. So you see that Luther coinoides with

us in this "opinion." Perhaps you meznt
"1st. What is baptism1 t11athe did not oppose the sentiment itself,
".!lnswer. Baptism is not commOD water b .ut Its perversion?

nil alone, but it is a water of God's instifu-
tioh, a'l\d combined with the word of God. As to "justification by faith," nothing can

"Question. What is that word1 be more plainly taught in the word of God;
"A. It is the testimony of Matthew, last but it no where teaches that we are jnstifi-

chapter, where pur Lord says: Go ye Ollt cd by "faith alone." It teaches the very
into all the world, and teach all nations, and reverse of this; that "we are just.ified by
paMi,ze them mto the pame o~tpe Fllthcr, works and NOT by faith ONLY." Although
;lnd tpe Spn, and the Holy SpIrIt. baptism ISnot a work of the subject \VP. are

"2nd, Wha.t gift is be~towed, or what 'no where said to be justified withouJt it
adva·ntage obtallled by baptlsm1 • . . '

A. By its pjJ'ectsour sins are forgive"!, and never find Justlfic~tJon spoken. of be-
our soul& !lre delivered from the power of f()J'c,but always after It, as lS plall~ from
death and Satan, and eternal happmess is the characters of those addressed m the
bestowed upon all who belive that God epistles, as the justified. Faith is a prin-
JDeans to do ~hat he has ~aid ~nd promised. ciple; justification is a release or acquittal

"Q,. WpICQ aril these saYlllgs and pro- from sin by having it forgiven and implies
. f Gd1 "I)llses 0 o. action It would be anomalous to be justi-

. "i\:, Our Lord Jest~s Christ says, accord. fied b' a mere principle without an act of
Ing to Mark's record, III the last chapter:- y, '.
He who believes and is baptized, shall be so,?e kmd. Pa:don takes pla~e WIth G~d.
saved' but he who believes not shall be con- It IShe whoforglVes. But If It be by faith
demn~d. 'alone, then it takes place with man entire-

"Srd', How can water do such great ly, if such a thing can be. It is by obedi-
things1 ence to God in baptism, that we are justifi-

\' A. Sure enough, it IS not the 'Yater ed upon the principle of faith. Luther did
that does It, put the wou~ OF GODWhIch IS not say that "justification by faith" was the
WIth and by the water. and the f~lth whICh test of a standinO' or fallinO' church' but
believeth that snch word of God III the wa- . f~ 'n . 0 • '

ter is troe: for withoot the word of God, the "th~ d?,ctnne 0 JUStl cation or torglveness
water is simply water and no baptism' of sm.
,hut by the word of God' it is become a bap: You moreover say in conclusion thilt Dr.
tism; that is, a most gracious water of life, F. has been accused of repeatedly chan,
and bath of regenerati?n by th; Holy Spirit, ing his views about the word of God, but
~~ Paul says III the epIstle to rItus, chapter that he can be defended from this charge
JII.. 'God saves us through tbe bath ofre&,en- of inconsistency.-The following from the
eratlOn, and renewlOg of th~ Holy SpJrlt, same no. of the "Gospel Arlvocate" con-
wlllch he poured out O!J us nchly through' .. I d . I
J('l1\lS Christ our Saviour. That being jus- tammg t 1e .extra.cts rna em t 1e ccmmence-
tified by his favour we miobt be made heirs ment of thIS artIcle, by one \vho ought tq
.'.lccordJDg to the h~pe of etemal life.' TLis ~~ well acquaillte~ with the Dr.'s former
doctrine IS true. hfe, shows what hIS course has beon:

"4th. Such water immerSIon, then, what "First the Doctor was made a Presbyte-
d' 1 'oes It mean. rian; secondly, he was made a Baptlst-

'!A. It means tbat the old Adam within thirdly, he was :liscard'ec by the BaptIsts
ps, through dally repentance and reform, and thus made an Independent-fourthly,
must be drowned, and die with all the sins I he was ,very friendly witb the reformers, so
/lnd pad affections; and that daily there cal)ed, and if not full blooded. was supposed
ml!st come out and rise up a neW man, to to be quite three fourths-ftfthly, he fellow-
live in righteousness and punty pefore God :;hipped brethren Palmer, Rogers, Fleming,
to all eternity. and even the now despised B. W. Stone. as

"Q,. Where is this written in scripturc1 well as your hUDlble servant, [John T.
"A. Paul III the epistle to the Romans, Jobnson,] if frequent solicitations to preach

chapter vi. sal'~: 'We have be'en buried to' fOf.them alII!\. Vernon is any indICations of
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(ellowship-sixthly headdressed and treat, Ihave six copies. ():7" All letters must be ad-
ed Bro. A Campbell as a Brotber long after dressed-WALTER ::3COTT,Carthage, Ham-
hIS Views were known on these toplcs-:-sev. ilton county Ohio." The brethren gener-
entLJly, the Docto~ produced scillsms 10 the ally would dn well to obtain this work' and
churches at Lexmgton and Mt. Vernon-, .• ", '
eightly, he healed the breach at Lexington ass;st our beloved brother 1ll thIs his labor
with the view ofagain uniting with the .'\s- of love a?d Jor the Lord. But few,of them
sociation-ninthlv, he solicited and obtain- would mIss the paltry sum whIch It costs;
ed admission into the Association. Thus and the postage is only 36 cents under 100
he almost returned whence be first started, miles, and 60 cts. over.-They would here
And in regard to'this great question he get collected together in a well digested
~ontradlcts all their creeds.-H we were to and connected volume, most or all of the
Judge from the rule adopted by the Doct~r, most valuable and interesting matter scat-
~e should be compelled to pronounce Illm tcred throuah the recedina vols. of the
Ignorant of the pnHclple of forgiveness of ,0 • p ': ' f
sins. for according to his own shewing, he ~vangelJst.- fhe JI~te.rest and vanety 0

IS seldom right; lor he is almost continually Its conte~ts may be Jrllerre~ from the "In-
changing hiS positions." dex," which we here subJoll1:

If the Dr. has been honest in all these T HE FALL.
changes, must he not have changed his Introduction.
views of the word of God every time? T"e Primitive State Considered

I acknowledge that [ have been indebt- Of the Three States, the Fmlt State in
ed to the Dr. for valuable information; and General, the ReligiouB Principle in the First
I expect to be his debtor for much more. State, th,e, Nature of Man Generally, Hu-
Re has written much that is able and good. man Lite 111Parlleular, Ma,n III re~ard to
W0uld that he could agree with his favour- Kno,,:ledge and Dut~, Man s ,capa~lty for
. L' " . " , Happilless, Concernln" our FIrst Parents
I~e uther about the ~oc,~nne of JustJfica- in Paradise, of tbe Trial of Adam in Knowl-
tlOn or forgtv~ness of sl.n. edge, the 'rnal ofour First Parents 1n Du-

.And now, m concluSIOn, b·o. E. R. 0., I ty, Law in General, and the Law in Para-
thmk ~hat you and I have said ~nough a- .lise if: particu ar, Trial and Temptation, the
bout him, at least upon these subjects. Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowl-

EDiTOR. edge of Good ~nd Evil, the time our First
Parents continued in Paradise.

The E-vil Stale Considered.
Of the Evil State III General the Temp-

tation by Satan, the Fall 01' our Flr~t Pa-
rents, Sill, Orening the Eyes, Conclusion.

The S tute oj Respite Considered.
Of Respite, Reprieve, and Commutation

of punish I.lent, God's Andress to Satan,
Addres~ to the Woman, Address to Atla<fl,
the Clothing of our First Parents, the Ex-
pulsion from .Paradise, the Religion of the
State of Respite, the Mosaic account of the
Crea~ion, a Succession of Worlds, Satan,
Seven kinds of Justice, Remission, 'the Ho-
ly SpIrit, Eternal Life, Conclusion ofScc-
tion First.

THE MESSlAHSHIP.
Introductory, the Recognition of JeslIs

by his Father, the Messiah's person identi-
fied with that of the Son God, Vindication
of hie Divine Rank by Jesus himself, Testi-
mony of .John the Baptist, Moses, Elias, and
the Messiah, the Proposition Considered in
relation to Adam, Proposition conSidered in
relatlon to our Lord's Mother, of certain
Evungelical things connected with the Pro-

The GOSIPci Restol·ed.
This is the title' of the volume of the E-

vangelist for the current year, edited and
published by bro. Walter Scott of Carthage,
Hamilton Co., Ohio. The. Gospel Restor-
ed is a regularly wri tten work and the pro-
duction of bro. Scott. It is a handsome
vol of 576 pages, printed with excellent
large type on fine good paper. It is alto-
gether worthy of bro. Scott, and contains
much valuable apd edifying matter, written
in a spirit and style truly evangelical, for
which bro. Scott's writings have ge'nerally
been remarkable.-In a letter to me, he
says, "It has been a very expensive work
truly." And he has the following remarks
concerning it on its cover; "It will readily
occur to our subscribers that this work, The
Gospel Restored, could not be got up in
its present form but at great expense.-
Promptitude on their part will of course be
very acceptable. 'ferms, $2 if paid within
the present year. Such as pay $10 shall
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Modern Theory oC'COlll"el··
sion.

The coitor of "THE CHRISTIAN- REFon-
~IER," published at Paris, Tenn" has in,
serted in lJi~ number for March, extracts
from the writings of Andrew Fuller and J.
S. C; F. Frey, under the head of "Baptist
Testimony ailainst Ihe ~t1oderfl Theory of
C,mversion." In these passages the au-

FAITH. thors were guarding their readers against
Introductory, of the person appointed tQ decl'ptive evide:lces of personal religion;

give an answer to the quelition "What sha II and their vielvs are in accordance with the
wedoto besaved1" Faith, and the General writings ofthegre:at body of evangelical
and Special proposition, Diverse Obssrvll- writers from the Refijrmation. of Luther till
tions concerning Faith, Faith and corrupt- now' They are 10 accordance with the
ed Religion, Faith and False Religion, views of the great body or' the Ba ptist de-
God's Benevolence in selecting Faith as the nomination in the United States at this day.
Religious Principle, Faith and Flesh or But the editor of the Christian Reformer
Abolished Religion, Indispensible Nature says of the extracts, that "they are entirely
of Faith, CongruIty of Faith with :\len's subverSIve of the modl'\rn theory of' conver.
capacity for Kn JwJedr e, a Definition of Slon, the main piIJar of sectarian theology,.
Faith in word an I fact, tigurative use of the and which occupies so prominent a place
word Faith, de~ig-n 01 FaIth, Faith and in what is saiJ and written on the subject
Grace, Faith and Love, Faith, Election, of religion." Now we have a special re·,
Sovereignity, &c, Faith and Justification, quest to make of the editor of the "Refor~,
&c, Primitive preacl,ing. mer:" it is, that he wilt bring forward an

REPENTANCE. authorized statement 'if the "modern theory
R t d Ii d R ~ (. of conversIOn," which "the sects" approve,

epen ance, e ne, e o-m,'l IOn In re, and which yet Will be subverted by the
gard to the Scnptures, ReformatIOn towards w 't' f L' d F' lIe We ~ ubtG d R r. " d ('h' R n IllgS 0 ,'rey an u r. ...0

o , . e ~rmatlOn m regal' to J r~st, e· whether he can find any such thina'.
formatIOn m regard to tile Holy Spmt. C d B J 0 lross an up. ourna.

BAPTISM. Tl d' f h C dB' t• 1e e ItOI' o' t e " ross an aptls
Introductory, 1he Apostle Peter, Doctor Journal" makes a "snecial request" that

Doddridge's Answer to the questiOn "What " r . '
shall I do to be saved1" Dr. Beecher's we "Will bring forward an authorzsed state-
answer to the same Mr. Hannam's An~wer ment of the modern theory of conversIOn
Mr. Deacon's Ans:ver, John Bunyan's An~ which the secf$ approve."-Where are we
swer, The Subject ofBapti.m put in train to get this authorised statement? F~om the
for the investigation of the Reader, I\fodern Presbyterian "Confession (If Faitb ?1' But
treaching. the Baptists, Methodists and other sects

REMISSION OF SINS. might object to this, as it would not be au-
Introductory, Saerifiep. considered in Re- thorised by them. Besides, the Presbyteri-

lation to Men gf'ncrally, Sacrifice in relation ans themselves are almost as much diVIded
to the J e":"sin ,particular, Sacrifice,in rellard about its meanmg, as are the different sects
t?,Go~, Socr:fic.:e I~/egll~d to Chns~, Sa,c, about that of the Bible; two parties, in
1'Ifice m relatIOn to I s de~lgn, Sac~lfice, Its views and sentiments as far apart as the an-
necessary Nature, Sacnfic& of Chnst m,re- t' d d th f 1 tl
gard to Law. IpO es an , ~ very revers~~, ear: 1 . 0 ~;

THE HOLY SPIRIT. er, both clalmmg It as tlte~r c?nfeSs,lO~.
I d '" (;" Shall we go then to the Methodist "Drsclp-
, n~ro uctory, the sU?Ject D~Vlded" '~rISts line ?" The same objections lie here' and"

MISSIon, the Apostles MISSIon, MISSIonof. " '>-t t
the Spirit Mission of the Spirit more par, beSides, t~e late General C:~nference has
ticul" I"!y, n stribution of gifts by the Spirit, ame":ded It, and a new edition has beeli
Objections Removed. pu blished,.and we do not knew what 01' how

THE RESURRECTION. many alterlltions have been made. Will
Regeneration settled by facts, the Resur- the "Pb!ladelphia Confession" do? Byt

Tection of Jesus, the General Resurrection, the !3aptIsts refuse to ackn~,;ledge' t1~lsi
to the Reader. and It now ranks only among" 1raets," With,

We believe, no more authority in rc-Jigioll

position, the Law, the. Prophets and the
Psalms. the l'ropos-ttion in regard to the
Miracles, the Proposition in regard to the
Jews, touching corrupted forms ofUhristi·
apity, the Proposition considered as a creed,
]<'aith and Confession, Fa.ith and Evidence,
the Kingdom of Heaven, an Epistle/rom a
distingnished Christian, Answer to the
same.
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ORTHODOXY ABOUT A CENTURY
AGO.

- Extm~from (£ SeriOll'8 Reply to the Rev,
John Wesley, by Gilbert Boyce, a Baptist.

"UP@N the whole. I may sarely, lind
without erring, conclude that, let a man
pretend to what he will, 'tis certain he can
never be led by the Spirit of God who is
not led by the Word of God: for the Word
:Lnd Spint are onE', and agree in one: they
speak the same thing. Whosoever, there.
fore, opposes and contrad icts the Script-
ures, opposes ;tnd contradicts the Spint-
The Spirit doth not say and unsay-hath
nol said one thing by the Apostles, ;tnd an.

.than one of them,-The sects differ among other by the .Methodists. No. no; he can.
themselves as much as the features of the not be guilty of self.contradictions; there-

.countT over which the yare scattered; a.ld fore whoever ar:- led by the Scriptures Rre
Y , , I' fi' led by the Splr't; for the SCriptures arethe BaptIsts vary with the c Imate lorn th d" b th' fth "', 't f G d. " M . h " d e IVloe rea lOgs 0 e "PlrJ.O o.

Mame t(lFl?nd~;-- ,oreovel, t ese cree S And whatever secret whispers anyone may
and confessIOns being mere obslacles, of pretend to have as an overT'lus, if those
opinion, could not. perhaps supply us with whispers contain any thing in them which
this "authorised statement," is contrary t.o the plain spoken words of the

The modern theory of conversion, if we Scr,iptures, they are not the whispers of
are not mistaken makes it consist princi· God's Spirit, but of the Devil. Every man,
PaJiy in a chang~ of the ani'!IUIl feelinas, therefo~e, ought ,to be, very. careful how he

d k B entertains a whlspenng splnt.--_procluced by llome suppose na ed, secret, ".,. , "
mystical,physical or metaphysical operation, 1 hlrdly-Baptlsm IS necessary to pen-
of th . Holy Spirit· and not an ass'uance ~tent behever~.o entute them to th~ prom-

e, Ise of[org!veness if SinS, whICh IS freely
of pardon, ch<\n~e of state, &c.~ (j'o~ ~he given to all such, through the redemption
word of G,O?, wTltten tmd~r the ~nSplratlOn which they have in in Christ, through his
of that Spmt. It was agamst thiS that we precious blood, accordlDg 10 the riches of
brought up the testimonies of Frey and God's grace. Ephes i. 7. Accordmgly
,Fuller, as anyone can see by reading tbem; St. Peter says to his new-made ~onver,t.gat
and if they have -written differently else- Jerusalem, '.Repent and be baptMud, f110ry

where it only proves that they are inconsis- one if you, In the na;me, of JeSllS C:hr/s~" fi)/'
t t and contradict .themselves. Of this the remlSSlOn if StIlS. Act~ ~I. 38. ,'It
en . • ; ought to be observea tha t remISSIOnof SillS

theory ~he exhads we made are enl.rely is not promised to repentance only, but h.
subverSive. repentance and baptism. The Aposlle seClllhl

But Nill the editor of the Cross and Jour- to make baptis:n as necessary as repentancn.
nal inform us where we can get an "author- to entitle them to the promise-not to -ei,
ised statement of the modern theory of ther of th~m singly and _separately, but to'
conversion, which the sccts approve?"-Or both conjointlr' ~herefore, ~t appears
will he make one himself for us? If he plam th,at baptIsm ISto be an lOse~arable
will, and it accords with the understanding co.mpaOlon wIth ~epentance, as faith. ISto be

" , . 'I wIth them beth, lD order to receive the
of It ,,:h,ch we hav~ explessed, ,:".e WI I promise' Ifany man will be so venturous
show, II the Lord wIiI, tha,t the wTltmgs of as to cast out baptism from the above text,
Frey and Fuller subvert It. Perhaps we and declare remissIon of sins to repentance
can do it any how. In the me'ln time \ve only, I may, by the same authority he can
present him for his consideration, another produce, cast out repentance, and de-
"Baptist Testimony" against this modern clare re~ission of sins to baptism ol'lly:-
theory or any other he may offer, which he' But I wIl! only add tte case of Paul, .whlch
must be compelled to admit is subversive see~s plalOly ~o confirm the .necesslty of

, . " ,. baptIsm te' entItle penitent behevers to the
entIrely so. WIll he publI';!lIt? promise of forgiveness of sins. Acts xxii. 16;

EDITOR. J1nanias undoubtedly understood the neces-
sity (If baptism to answer its designed end,
or he would not have expressed himself in
such t'lrms. Now suppose the three thou.
sand mentioned in Acts ii. 41. and Paul in
the above text, had objecte.d against and
refused to have beeu baptized, would they,
think you, have been received as members
of the church ofChrist1 Would the Apos-
tles and the rest of the brethren, the church,
have admitted them into fellowship with
them1 Or would they without such admis-
sion and hsptism, have received remiSSIOn
of their sins1 If not, then what I have
said of the necessity of baptism under this
head is ju~ t and right. Therefore if it was
so in the Apostles' time, it must be the
same, the very same in our time; and I np-



turn of tbought, and strain ot conversation
III many religious connections of the present
day, It would seem as If these had lost their
influeoGe. They are become "dry doc-
trine." and the parties must [jave sumethlllg
else. The elevatIOn and depression of their
hopes and fears, joys and sorrows, is wi til
them the favorite theme. The consequence
is, as might be expected, a living to them~
selves rather than to bim tbat died and rose
agalll; and a minI! either elated by un-
sCI'iptu.ral e'lljoym~nt, or depreslled by miser-
able despondency. It is not by thinking
and talking (Ofthe sensations of hunger, but
by feedin§f on the living ali ment, that we
are fitle d & strengthened."

"Neither the company addressed by Pe-
ter or the Phillippian jailor were encouraged
from any thing III the state of their own
minds, though both were deeply impressed,
but from the gOfpel only."
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peal to 1'ou, sir, and every scrions knowing
christian, for a decision on this point.

"Fourtbly-Baptism is also previously
necessary not only to entitle penitent believ-
ers to the promise of forgiveness of SlllS,
but also to the promise of receiving the
H .llj Vlto.t, Acts ii. 38. as above cited.
Nor do Wp rrrtalllly know of anyone per-
son besides Cornelius and his friends, that
ever received the Holy G host before he was
baptized. As to the wild enthusiastIc no-
tlons of some about their having received
the Holy Ghost, I am sure no wise and ju-
dicious Christian-no sober, thinking per-
son, will pay any regard to them.

"W herein llIay we not this day expect to
receive remission of sins and every spiritual
blessing in the same way, or in uSlllg the
same means as they were wont to do in the
days of the Apostles1 Why not1 Do you
know of any man who lived in the Apostles'
days who received remission of sins, &c.
before he believed, repented, and was bap-
tized1 Or can you show me any promise
that God has made that it ever should be
so In any age of the world1 If not, what
reason have you to think It is so now1 Have
a care that you are not led by an enthusias-
tic spirit. "

Extl'acts CrOni Andl'CW
Fullcr,

"The first scriptural consolation received
by the believer arises trom the gospel and not
from reflecting on the feeling of his own
.mind towards it."

"If the attention of the awakened sinner,
instead of being directed to Christ, be turn-
.cd in-ward, and his mind be employed in
senrching for eVIdences of his conVtlrSIOn,
the etrect /lIust. to say the least, be un.
comfortable, anll may be fatal, as it may
lead him to make a righteousness of his reo
ligious feelings, instead of looking out of
himself to the Savior

"!'ior IS this all:-If the attention of
Christians be turned to their ownfeptings
instead of tbe things which should make
them feel, it will reduce their religion to
something vastly ditfelen t from that of the
11rimitive Christians. Such truths as the
following were the life of their spirits.

".lesus Christ came into the world to save
ainners.-Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, and was buried and rose
again the tl1ird day according to the Scrip-
tnrns .•...Remember that Jesus Christ, of the
seed of David, was raised from th') dead ac·
cording' to my gospel.-\Ve have a great
High Priest that 1S passed into the heavens,
.Jes\loSthe _Son of God ," &c. But by the

CICl'ical Titlcs and Distinc-
tions.

The dlHepute into which clerical tItles
and appellations of distinction are falling,
is one of the most favourable of the "reli-
gious" signs of the times. It goes to show
that the power and influence of the "Man
of Sin" is waning mreo and more rapidly
among the Protestant Sects of the se
United States; and that the influence of
the principles of this Reformation which
we are advocating, are beginning to be
deeper and deeper felt, far and wide,
throughout the length and breadth of the
land. Men are not such blind bigots and
fanatical ehthusiasts as to keep their eyes
always shutagainst the light. It will open
them some in spite of themselves; and
they will be guided by it in some degree,
when it so plainly and obviously reveals to
them their situation, and advantages of
v'hlch tney may avail themselves.-These
titles are not only unauthorised by the
word of God, but incompatible with the
genius of Christianity, and forbidden by
Its spirit. We do not see how any body
of men, possessll1g aud wearing the Chris
tian character, can confer them, or how any
such man can wear them. We do not see
how the humility of the Christian ch<lracter
can be reconciled or be compatible with
the pride of distinction which they engen-
der and the vanity of ostentation which
-they prompt. But the extracts given be-
low will themselves speak, and perhaps
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give a:s p-oo'dreasons against wearing these Is it not a'.lowly, unaepirlng, tJnaBs~mi~g'f
tiden.s We can offer. EDITOR., u~o~tenta~lOus sys~e,m1 I am far, from as"_ '"T- cnbmg pnde, ambItIOn, or a love of show te>

(JICrlCa. It"leS. those whn wear these honorary titles, :for
It wbuld seem th'at titles of distinction many of them are among the humbre ana

among the clel'gy sre 'becommg unpopular. unobtrusive. But. still it .is a questl'on,
Several denominations of ChristIans have whether theM distinctions no not, in the'e.·
expressed their aversion to them. Qur timatlOn-of the world, clothe ChristiaDity
General :Assembly, in May last, resolved to in a 'worldly livery,'which dues Dot belong to
'discontInue the use ot REVERE'ND.in their her.
Minut.es, and substitute that of BROTHER. 2. ,Because these titles, C1'en if strictly
The Baptist General Tract Society, at a compatible with 'Christian priiJCip!e·s,.'~re
rneetllJ~ in Philadelphia lD December last, not, in their present application, 'coilfrnell to
adopted the following report and resolution: original 'and appropriate' de'sign. It cannot

"On the subject of complimentary titles be doubted they were, originally,Tntende'd
to ministers of the Gospel, an'd others hold, as the honorary testimonials to eminent'at-
ing important stations in the Christia'l tainments. It is equally nn'questionable
Church, the Baptist General Tract Society that these titles have STOOPED,in their re-
has heretofore adopted a uniform conrse of quirements, below their o~iginal .dem~nd8,
Blmplicity and moderation. It has from the and have thus lost their VALUEand SUNil
first been the aim of that body, to abi3tain their REPUTATION. .
from all flattering titles and appellations 3. Because they have become to01'OP.u·
and to confine its methods of addressing in- lar, and are, in this way ensn"aring. Thill
dividuals to such conrtE:sies only as may find is a'delicate point, and I shall not (}lv'eU

• warrant in the Word of God; therefore, upon it .
••Resolved, That in the future interc6urse 4. Because the preMlenC'e of these han-

of the Board of Managers of the Society ornry badges in the church, prejudice& acute
With each other, and with its friends; as and discerning men in the world, and createl,
also, in the correspondence and publications emb-arrassment in the efro,rts of tl]e Church-
earried on and sustained under its sanction, to de good. Tbis is a reason, which'} deem
'the titles, ,.REVEREND,D. D, and' A, M., as 'of vast importance. We believe' as prlvs.t'e'
applied to ministers of the Gospel, shan be Christians, we unfol'd, as minist~rs, a irs-
discontinued-and all addresses and modes tern which calls for CRUClFIXIO'!l'to Ute
of individual deSIgnation shall be so guar- world. What will bl! the effect, when foe

, ded and shaped as to be no longer offensive world beholds us investing each other'with
to those who c()'Ilsider complimentary ad- honorary ap'pendages and· ftatt-enng distinc-
iUl!cts to huml\n names, as an infringment tiuns! Doubtless it \ViII produce distrust
of Christian humtlity.-Cumberland Pres- in our honesty, and so far interfere with our
by/eria-n. usefulness..,. ',.

5. Because these distinctions partall:e to&
Title or D. D. or Doctor o£ much of th~ €hniJ.cter and spitit of P?'i>ery,

Divinity. and id~ntlfy Prot~stalJts to toO' great;»-1',~x
tent WIth the'''MA,lI 0" SIN," enCircled WIth

Within It few years past? It tnlmbel' 'of splendid titles. } admit that many C!6the'd
gentlemen, upon whom thiS tItle has ,been with tbese honoTs, have' DO affinity to, the
conferred, have decline.d acceptmg It--a POpillh system: bu't still their- 'po~ition;':be-
thing wholly unknown III formeT years.-- fore the public involves toO'great an ,a.ssimi·
ThiS honorary degree has been recently con, lations.-Zion'8 Rel'ald~
jerred upon the Rev. James Culber~oll-, of
Zanesville, Ohio, who declines aeceptlDg It;
and gives the following reasons, \vhich, in
our Views, are characterIsed by mature
jud.gment and sound, sense.-B •.

1. Because I have long been doubtful,
whether such titles were compatible with
the LETTllR ORSPIRIT of Christianity. The
LETTER is exhibited 'in such passages as the
following; "Be ye not called of n:en Rabbi;
for one is your Master, even ChrIst, and all
'ye are brethren." ,

But if we have mistaken th9 letter, can
11'8 be mlBtakQn in the epiritofChristianily!

Pitts' BO~ion Sap US~••.,Re-
vie,ve'd and Exp08e~:

NO. II.
This work consists of le,5 page's,'6~ of

which profess to be devot€'d to 'what 1\1r.
Pitts calls the "nature of baptism," 85 to
what is called the' "mode," and 35 to the
"subjects of bapti6m." Thus about fwo
thirds are, in vindication ,of pouring or
sprinkling and infant ba.ptism; and iii',tli.
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~'\lgokr,~of~~e,s, ~orbe;'~R.H!E~Y,.'1~G~g~~d~!l, n?n:es~~t~~ls ha~jf!g !latur.eand design.!.!11
ta w,~u.~a\lOn,oqh;e, ~I'ro:s ,and .~riJiiLe!,t':y.0. 1h.u~ weliave dlre~tU1g non-essential8 1-
eQiJ,'f-phpism,':,!s.notrth,\s II!ak,lpg out Im- gutdwg l}on-e~~e'T!t~lfls.!!-:tr~e ,non-eGsen-
.Jl}~r~i9n.\Wd"lI~ult baNis.m t{),be· "C\l,l;np" tials!,! !-:-YIT~L ,I1on-esserttials!.! !.!~SIG-
.~eUiSl.l1;l",and "errl}rs" a.nd'.'infidelity 11' 11\ NI,FlCAlS'EnOll:~Gsell~.ials!!,U!~ln short, ~s·
·fact,our Qpponcnts of.,Mr. Pitts',CiIste, have: SEl'ITIAL!n01l7essenti,l!ls.! ,Bo)\' a ,miscon.
:',caHed ,irbmersicin ,'!CampbeHism,t" ..(Do caption of the nature and·de.sign ,of ,NON-
'they not' pl'IlCtice . "Cam pbe llIsm" ,then, ESSl'.NTIA.LS,can be.nn unfortunate,blunder
when they immers~?-and is it not great to those ·who are"Seeking salvation, seems

~iE.co!J$·~.t\!n£YIforJ?s :~oj'~c,tlce'iha.t:; ,~~t? have, be'ewres-erved' .f?r ~~e d,eep" ~aga.
()oPP'~~e"as.tIH~.Y.~q?:;-:;~~d'l(t,h~y a.rem tlH\ CIP~Sand 'penct!atUJ~ nJlnd of F ount3'tlfE.
,.l)alJ.l~,ofdo.lDg(t)n t~\S~,CaIlw,e e~,vect therq PItts to dl~coved~1 pe God ~f heaven hali
,jo.be·fl:e.e,nO,m jt.; in oth~r i~inii~'?)·,11ii~er.1appoint\,a ~he ."ro~ms ana ordinarice,s Of
~ion seem~ to be a.very ,annqying-,~ tel}Qet Christianity;" and to call them' ,'~non e.g-

jiubject of,Mr. Pitts. ,..Near 'the comrr;ence-l sential" is, a,diro,ct 'jnsuluo .the w[stJom ;qf
-fuent 0f t!lcpaTtof his book on 'the nature' Jehovah, and ()lJe,of the c.haracteflsti~,.of
.or~;.~~·sjgfl.y(.bfp~is.n1?'}!e in.trc;>auces,~hat the "M~n of ,sin';" '(who 0PJ.>?seth and.eX-
"be caUs .an opinIOn of ImmerSIOn, as the-first alteth hImself above a,lI tlfat IS called God,
,t~il!g:~? ~e.H~.~il~~~, Wll?,l!jr,.irre!ev3~t.'to 0: thai ,is w?r~r{i[;p~d;;'so,t!Jat lie, "~'SG~d.
I~1l"SU~JW;:tli~rW3!j.VI?.on,,\~rh.e,fi~s~ opinIOn sltteth III t)le tell~ple ,/.00(1, shewmgrhlm-
;10}e ezlJ.:mi,TJ¢as h~l.si~ythe;i1}!,inersio~ti~t1se.'f '~~at'he ,i,sG.od~" ,We.,c~il;JQ<i>e da(~
of the present day, is, that water baptis"ll not, ca,ll any ,ihing, ev:e:a,tI}e,~,very;lea8t~th~t

·is an emblem ojethe"del!-th,'bwial, and,real, God has commanderl'l,lr ,enjo)n!;ld ~P9n.our·
'.un·eetio';" of.our ,Lord" .Waiving, the I.observance, ncm-es.swtiIJl.-Dl,les it not
~~¥i~11\~tiC\i\of~~h}s'3ssertion, her,e, we ;will seem ve,¥ s~range" tl?8.t.Mr.Pitts should Ibe
mereJY obRelve, that ,he thvs confounds at the pams and trouble to write a :whole

AJ~tlsti~M~,th9di'~i:s, arid a1.l' together;'\vb'o ~600J{,·ana·pe."rli'aps the only ."book" he ever~~Yere,l~~~t;.wXne!~?nf,~~l:lapt!s·rt,J'!.(I:t,.he '~~9~c,agaJrr~t ,w~~t' b,e lo~~s .ujlO.n.a~?
t'~llhtlyes~lt.~us(lIe not fiold tlilS .opmwn terms" a,non-eas,elitlUl?! J(' a Ifon:e8Sen-
"too,?) .O,n.'t,ha,s\lJlJe pagll~ \vi1h "th~, il,oqyer~ial;'\yhY write, uHon tt,.~t ~!lt~~hy' t:iotj~t
;he:,calls ",b,@",Cll,lllpbell•"t.be ;W9dem ;,~m· )t alon~? rBJI the.se np1!;e8.~f;t't~q~8r:se~fP
'f1leision (Controv~rt"lalistJ"-;I~be, quantity to trouble and, annoy t~e 0pPQn~nt8, of fe-
~(,rp~es 'in'his.book, devoted to the '!mode formiltion very much! .
"':~n)~plisiri;"\;it'leasfone '/ourthmore than Passing. by' hei-ethe next ,part ,Qf this
t&<? f!J~er.?f}!~e, ~~o:I?~~~r(,~ubJ.~.~,ts,~sVffi. bo~k which. deserves consider~tiOl~, a~a
,~eni:!.Ys!io,vs'Y,hat W1l8Olle of' .ltSch£ej de- .whlc,h,'ye JoY,lllr~sl{rve ..for ,'V'~m1Datllln. m'~gris. ' J.J •• r,... { .' .....• f ~ f.. c: i oor Iu/Xl. nu. riot1iav~g the, roam for it here

.. ,Mr",P"says in ,t4e com,menc~,IY~l,l-~or..his which we wish"we quutll1he follOWing as·
.bock: " sertions: .-

. "',!be ver~.Ior"':'IIlDd ?r~ina71cesof. Chris· ','COlI,le,l\fr.Caf,li,P,beH.be consistent. The
tlalllly, although ID<{liemsel~es' NON·ESSEN- bo,?k says, "tli.is,i'li ~{y'body 'and tbls is my

. riAL' are nevertheless in'/heirdivine il/stitu- blood," and althQ4gh it no where "says' that
lion so happily adapted to 'direct the mind and water baptiain iij either -the conversioif or
1J1tide Ihe heart to a true aud vilal apprehm. the regeneration of-the so~l, yet a~'you ha've
,Ilion of the 'sacred subjects ot which tIIey are taken It, fur granted wi/hoUI authority, 5ure~
'iinijicuut,' that a 1l1lsconcet>tiun of their 1y you might, and to ll!i ~iJstifielj'as a public
'f.UJUH: and design, must indee'd be, to those teacher, you oughtlorec'eive the Romish (io~
who are .eekinl: salvation, an unfortunate tion, 0'1 the liread and wine,'lis th'ere IS scrip-

••blu.n1e!,~" tllral a\lthority 'tur It,,pr(lYlded rt be cOllstru·
:~~.uch.a_parcel of \lnomal,i~B, and ab~ur; ed asyou c?~strue\E~~R~ thi~g :el~e.in tl~e

,,(hUes. we-reneverpcrhapshuddl d \qg~th,~lb,le, th~l;s Iitcrall'!f .. fhe trut? lij, ]\fr.
,ed ,NON-E,SSh:i:'l.'I,ALS.of DIV1NE in[it~ Cal,'"ybell s l,lD9de 1,)1 In,:er'pre~atlOn ~ould
.-tl4w}I.~-;nqTl-~s~nti4" di~ei;ti1(;' the "ri~~;;djlJl~lf.et'mlJ'ja~bYljcrIiIPttutli!l1"elx,prle~sl,'?,~8,DI,?tonHfyd ,:-,/- k h . II" ."",J. -.' un,n e IgI e, u a so ute y nOlcu OU9. e
.!ill~!'-I<"'<~;¥J.t.. ~ ,fOart .~-nOJHt&lmILI!(s (l~- c~n~el)~~lor," 14e~a~pte.anillg·~XCr.'uBlv~t,Y•
. r~ct,Wg lI,l)dg~,dl?g them to,Il,.t~e apd ".t. for .~r~R,Y.pllS8l)g-e.,whJJ.~:he.h~6ts at SpIrIt.
HU apprehen.non -of sacred sub;ecu!! 1- ad meamn,. "and "!p'Irltuahzel'8~" a. h•
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~Jl8 th~m, ll,nd thr~??Ii,~heq)" ,~lltQ~he mass ,M!lny other s,jmila~ pal!,s~~e~: tq ~h~~
of mystlcla~ together. page 17. mIght, perhaps be produced from the\ volg;
"..;\,~oie'reckless; u~rJ~~~il:a,~tii:iJfalsi! of, th~e'Mttleltll'ial' H~r~inge:r ilnd 'C~rrsliari

assertIOn, \,.aspethaps'rfeveqj~nlWd'! W Ii Baptrst,bunlie's'e Will' suffice" from' \hem:':
s,!-y,assertion, tor he has nO,e ptild'liceiiJ J 4k~~r. Pltts:pf()fesses to' gi,vli'the 'vbl., art~
ilmgle passage .from: bro. C.'s writings in page-frHnnvl1 icWl1li'llla'ke'S"h'fs"qlJotatio'nsf
prouf.-yhe following exi~acts from the \J~'~s;k;:H~:wJ~/d ll!eJb: ,~;stip'~~Ili~,N\or!,~e't
MlllennIal ,Harbinger, positively and, com- If.he gav~ the Harblllger a cll-reful'an(l strlet
pletely contradict tt>: . examination; w{lich'every"man wlio p'rofess=

"That. 118 God. ha'd spotten to' men: in es tu 'quote' Irom"a nO,t!ier"as 'he ~4(j~~'fio~
ti]eir o,wn:"lnl!uagc" by his'Son and by tl.le8c th;'se, s~l~ul~ t1o~must he n,o~be gUll~Y',Qf
Apostles, It folluwed that: in order to make an ,lIItet~(ll1nalnll~repres~ntatlon and ~allil~-
bis comlll.urMcations w'ortby' ot:the character hood ?"""':'An'dt\les:e extract~: wc'~e" ,wntten
of a \tEV,EI.A·l'ION"Iw must have used our teu, long before he wrote IllS"book;" ,
words i~ the comm,only' recei",eil' sellse; for to . it is,an irlllulf to, cdm.1Jfon Se!i8'e ~6sii~~6~¥'
have taken our words and to have appropn that any ,but the venest fanatic can'Le gUll-
a~ed to th~:n 4 peCUliar and hidden mean· ty of huldino such vi'e\vs as'lVlL PI'llS:' l;i!r~
ing, would ha\'e been lIot to enJig ,teli, but "ttributes t~' bro. C~inpb~ll: Why tiM
to confound tile human understanding, ' . . " " ,',':

"The inference was, that tlse. words aud most tlhterate ~nd. uUlJItelllgent person, J

I?hrasp;s found in thl! New Testament were whuk?o~santtlllngaboutlal~guage,.knows
to be JOterprewd by the common rules 01 better; tar less a man of the acknolV Jedg-
interpretation applied to all wrillll17s of the ed. talents, attainments and' discrimina'tloli
same antiquity; or, indeed to' any human uf Alexander Camp,bell. It reflects~ vert:
writing8, ancient or modern. That the Ji.t- hadly UpOIl th,f/ rriClltal' charader' of Mr:
eral passages were to be understoou )il~ral- Pills'or anv o'therrillin~ to maKe'th'e aS8~t~
Iy; and. the FIGUltATI~E p(mage~ FlGUR'A,.tions which he has of such a JII'an,if' he re:"
T1VELY,as ID all human composltiUns. vol. II b I' • h t I ' A d' . d' fi'1i., p. 558. aye leves wale ~ays. p w.o~, er u

"A "'pirtlual,meamng," contradistin- must, be .the credulrty' and' glllllbllrty o~
guishea from a lueral,meaning, o~ a:, FIGU- tn~e who catnCr~dl~ a~dswallow sU~h as·
RATI\'E Qr .ym.boltc meaning, 1 confess my. sertruns! \\e- make some more extruch'
self not to understand."";"'ibid'~ p. 56.1. from "Christianity Restored," in a'aaltion
.. "I now perceive that you cal.l ,the. mean- to,tilOse we Jjave llIa1.~ from th?'I~ar~l~gt~,r,
!ng .of a figure of. speech It~ ~plrJtlJal, m~an, which ,completely disprove'Mr. P.'s asset-
lug, an~.,that ,you suppose tbe IIlumlnatlOlI tions::
of the :::iPITItIs,necess~ry to undllr8tand lig.". " "
ureb of.,sp,l'ech, But will y,ou Vlea'se consld- FIGUUATIVEAIEAN1~dOFS~RIPTURE.
er that all writers" historians, oraturs, and "The turning of a \~iJrd from its' origmal
p,.oets" ot: all -"ges, U8e figures uf'speech; or p,rimltive ,!ueani.ng, styled the literal, iri
and do YilU ,th1llk th!lt there are not,as strong caIJed'a tropp,; or figure of a word; beCaU8lt
and bold fignres as these you have q)}oted, stauding, in a ne,w attitude before' the' m'fnd~
in Virgil" Horace,. Cicero, Demosthenes, When words are use'4' not in their' proper' o~
Tacitus, ,and Hume;.alld dues it require any .iteral ~ense, they are cl1-11edfiglJrative. In
supernatural aie,to Interpret th"m1 I adulit. ,his sort of lal1g11;"ge,ttie! ancient, wrltingi'
my dear,slr. that in bl,lh Testaments there abound mOrethan the'modern; and'the' east\,
are malty hold FIGUI:ESoJ'sppech, einblellls, ern more than the western. , '
parables, types, all ,I' which are as intelli- "In 'lncient times, language wail'l:om'parll:
glble, hOlveve, as ths' figures, emblems, tively proor; and as the poor mech.lillls~.wJ1d
a'nd parables or other wrllers, hnll are to bp h,ls but few tools, has' to apply til'em tonia-
interpreted by the same r'<.Il'·5which rheturi- oy uses,-sb in tile poverty' of lar;gh~,ge', 'Ol"~

cian~ apply, to all sueh t'xpres~illnS This i8 ators and writers had tb ti~e th'e sartle- word.
not what theologians calltbe ~Ririlual mean- In various acce'pta tioli~, This is' the philoll~
in-g. Their spiritual !Denning is the sug, ophy of the'exuberance of tropes:' ~n~. ng:
gestion <if the Holy Spirit, giving to the ures, in the rudest and most ancient laiJ~a-
words in the book neither Il. literal nor a ges of the worl,d.
figur'itlve meanirig; but a mystical or hidden· "In the east, nature is'more gay, rich, va"
meaning. wh'lch man or angel could not dis' riAgated, beautiful, and gorgeous, than'in tha
eov!lr;-than which thllre is no opinion more west. It is not, only in the superior luxuri~
detrimental to true reJigioD'."-ib: p, 561. ance of ber s'oil, the number. variety,' ariel.
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belluty of her vegetable and animal produc~ quity, and cominffrom the east-from the
troos; the richness and extent of her metal- land of gold, frankincense, apd myrrh, so far
lic dominions; the splendor and brilliancy of excels every o' h~r b90k in the rIChness and
her gema and precious stones;-Lut th~ variety, the beauty apd splendor of its figu-
tj.Weets!'lrenity and delicious fragrance of her rative language. , .
air; the loftiness, grandeur, and magni6.- "But to resume the fact, that the Bible IS
cence of her heavens, that Asja excels the writtep in human language, and in the lan-
Qtber quarters of our globe, and becomes the guage of cOllDtries abounding in all the fig-
Eden of the whole earth. It IS not for us IJres 01 speech,-in deve:oplng the princi·
now to trace the connexion between country, pIes of interpretation of tRis book. a due
climate, and language; but this much we rpgard must be paid to figurative language.
may say. that it is not in the power of man" The rankest error iq the business of mt~r-
constituted as be is, to be placed in the midst preting Scriptur.e, will be lound to c~nslst
of slIch a combmationof happy circumstan·' in contoullding the tigurative meanmg of
ces, and not to partake of them, mareor less, wordR. with the literal; or the literal, with
in his constitution, mental and physical.- the figurative. Ellthusiusn~ has two ex-
'the eye and the ear, those two senses, tremes:-the one literalizes every thing:
throucrh which mind has all i's perceptlOns the other extreme, spiritualizeil every thing.
of be~uty and harmony, of grandeur and The Romanist says, the Saviour literally:
ilublimity; through which it has its clearest, meant what he said, when he said of the
brightest, most vivid, and lasting images of loaf," This if my body," and of the cup,
things, cannqt be constantly feasted upon "This ismy blood." And hence originated
s~ch objects, without qeing deeply imbued the doctrine of transubstantiatIOn. A lady
in a,ll it~ powers and, capli.cities, by th.em; in new England sometime since., said, that
and excited to adorn Itself III all Its malllfea- Jesus literally meant what he said. when he
tapons~ according to the splendid model con- said to his disciple9, "if your right ha.nd
st.antly b~fore it. As, then, the palaces of offend you, eutit oj!, and throw it away."
the eastern princes greatly excel those of Her right hand baving offended her, she
the western, in all the gorgeousness of impe- literally cut it off, and threw it away. 'l'hiil
rial grandeur; so the oriental languages, In is one extreme: the other consists in making
'the rulnets, splendor;and richness of their words figurative, which are pot so; thus,-
imagery; the nllmber, variety, and beauty of '·The walls of Jericho fell down," meanl,
thljir tropes and figurelil, greatly transcend "that the arguments which sustam lalse
the occidental. religion, were demolished before the ap •
• "When stonping either at the base or on proach of the new church of 'God under
the summit of the hills and mO'lntains, onfe Jesus." "And they blew 'the trumpets sev-
frequented by Ossian, the seats and scenes of en times," means, "that the divine truth
his poetic etfusiollsl-while I surveyed the was brought dow11upon the bulwarks of er-
rugged cliffs of cloud-cupt mountains, or ror, complete and perfect:" &c. &c.
viewed the tempest-beaten·ship, riding a- "Here, then. we have the two extreme
mi~st. the foam of contlictin~ waves;~whi!e systems: the former making "the sCrIptures
1 lIsteDed.~o the roanogs ot the i!10unt~ln always mean what they literally say;" the
stream, as It tumbled (rom the preCIpICe !D- other waking them never literally mean
to the sea; and the rush of the swellin~ bil· what they literally say, but always speaking
lows, a~ they dashed themselv~s to pIeces in figurative analogy. Both these system~
up;:,n th!l rocks ,_I felt the SpIrIt of the son are alike hostile to the Bible, as a revela-
of Fingal risir.g wit~in me, and my soul. la- tion from God; for they both represent its
~ored I?r worJs, to give utterance to the feel- language as unlike the language ~f every
lUgs of my heart. it was then I began to other book,-as a language to be mterpre.
~earn why. Homc~, the. contemporary of Eli· ted arbitrarily by special rules, in WhiCh,
JR~, ~as .so famIliar wlt.h thc sublime, and neither words nor phrases are to be under-
Virgil, WIth the bllautlful: It wa~ then I iltood according to the dictionary, grammar,
ezp~rlelLee~ the truth 01 that lJ.hllusophy, or rhetoric ofhuQ1an language. Our posi·
which assigns to the ,dIfferent scenes of nil.· tion, it will be relDe!Ubered, is, that the
.ure, most of the vanqus charms of s\lng. language of the Bi~le is. human language .••.•.
t. 4'Tbis 11\.not so trivial a matter as the That God spoke by men, to men, tor men.
5peculating mystic would affect to represent That this volume has in it all the peculiar-
it; for it 6cientifically explains the reasons, itics oflanguage,-is constructed upon the
why tha oriental languages are so luxuriant ordinary principJetl of lancrpilge,-has in it
i~ all the flowers of rhetoric; and why the all the trope,s, figures, and for!Ils of speech,
Blble,. rea.chlllg so far ba.ck into remote anti- Jfound in th~language oft.he a~e and country

,
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in whicp it w~. written,-and is to be preachers and teachers, or converse with
interpreted by the Jaws of interpretation, our brethren on religion, are S{enerally the
universally acknowledged in the common' most husy in hatching and circulating these
wedth oflettere." reports. The statements of such persons

This entirely contradicts Mr. Pitts. The can seldom be right, and deserve little o~
very same "Romish notion" to which he al· no credit.-Numbers of the brethren, as we
ludes is exposed here. And had Mr. P. have been informed, have been dismissed
paid the attention which he ought to have to filrm other congregations ill the neigh ..
done, to the extracts we_have made from borhood; and we expect that the decrea!16
the Harbinger, it would have saved him a thus occasioned in their numbers, has been
page or two of very uncalled for and absurd seized upon to misrepresent ami injure us.
remarks upon this phantom error conj.ued The following letter from our beloved,
up by hiS Imagination. Mr. P., if we are talented and devoted bro. (Dr.) Davis, ex·
not mistaken in him, he1001gsto the class of hibi IS the real state of things ill the Con.
"spiritualizers ;~' and hence his great reo gregation in Nashville .• It shows how much
pugnancy to the literal meaning of scrip- credit is to be attached to such reports as
ture. It is incons'sl.ent With his system. those alluded to ab(lve. EDITOR,
He knows thut if the script.ure be suffered Nasl}viHe, July 18th. 1836.
to speak its literal sense, where it should be Dear Brnther Howard;
literally, understood, his system must fall. Though. personally unacquainted
1t is by thus hoodwinking the people wilh with you. I t>lke the liberty of addre~sing
their spiritual meanings, that the "clergy" you a few lines, giving an account of the
keep them in error, Ignorance and dark· progress ofthe Redeemer's cause amongst
neilS, and maintain the unauthorised power us; the state of this congregation &c.
and inflllence which they have acquired There- ill DOgrent deal of excitement 01)

and assurn::d over their minds and consci- the suhject of religion, but our meetings
ences, llnd occupy the seats upon, the generally are well atteDded, and we hope'
h f I I h' there i~ some' good doing. We meet tw~ or

t rones 0 tie Apost es w lch they. have three times every Lord's day, besides occa••
usurped. EDl'.J.'QR. s10nally through the week. Most of the

Disciples are punctual in their attendance,
S* t Cth co t-· and seem to take great delight in the wor-~a eo e .:>ong••ega Ion In.. ship of God. The apostles' doctrine, fel-

Na!!hviHc. IOlVship. breaking of bread, prayers, and!
During the last half year reports have praises Rre regularly attended to by themr

occasionally gone abroad from J\ashville, at on'thut blessed day thut brings to evpry
least, to this place, that the Church of Chri8tian's memory. the morn on which the
Chnst there, was declining. and losing its Saviour conquered death, and arose trium.phantly from· the g~l!.ve. And, we are hap-
members, that they were leaving it and u- py to say ~hat ther~ are Dilly a few who
niting with the sects, &c. Knowing the are habitually delinquent ip th.eir attendance
source from wliich these reports emanated upon these delightful lien/ices, Would to
both from w.hat we were told and thfl per- God, we coulq say there wer~ J1O~.,W8
sons w.ho bure and circulated them, that view all such persons as eyideJ;lc~. against
they came from one whom we are led to that. reI iglO11 which bas it!?seat in the· pas~
conclude owes us no good will, an enemy slons. und is produced, (nllt by a national con.
of reform and the pure gospel of Jesus viction of truth) but, by mORlentary impulses.

Ch
. k The only persons, upon .who!D reliance

fist, nowing these things, we never can be placed in'the hou.r oftemptationj anc
placed any confidence in them. Their de- alIJIu the seducing iDfluences ·of this world.
&ign is easily seen: to injure the cause and are thosp. who have cooly, and deliberately
lessen its influence both there and abroad. counted the cost, and ill view of all the
These are the means which it seems ha-ve facts and circumstances conol'cted With
to ha resorted to pow, since the attempt to ellTlst-ionity, resolved to serve God. Every
fix the charge of injustice upon our breth. day 'iii experience and obserVAtion teDd to
ren there for retaining possession of their convince us more and more of the improprle.
Meeting-House has failed. Those WllO ty of the 'Popular method 01 trylDg to con-ld' vert people by addressing their passions
$6. om or never rea~ our writings) hear our 1118tead oftheir reasOll.



f•.(~~i~~~~e~h!1~t~a)iri~h~~~e,tiJoy~hs;'d~~up!! its tbghatesj ,irttb-;appropriate t~Hh!tiii-
rmg WhiCh, several persoris have Iieen aU. t~eJ3~~m~se·. )VI~.Judson acted iiidepe.n~
d~d.lb' tlh~ congre'g'lItioh. O'ne'. exclud·ed'. dently and conslsterltly', arid, th,e B'aptlst.J
Sr,nie' have ta:ken letters, and removed to
other parts'; sull, faithfll,.lwe trust, tQ their in, .A.mE;rica are, doing the saine, in aiding
tightOiOUSsovreign, .Nolle h,ave I~ft us to arid sustaining him

l
, 'l'h~y are all com-

jUln any ofthe.ecttlthat we know of~ 11' mendable for so doing; ,But the effects of'
an]; It has been Romecoloured persons who this decisJOn Have not, It seems, ended here.
ltaY~,8.lipped oll'without our knowledge.- It has orened 'the eyes of' the Baptistil to
I,.know of no such OCclllfcllce, however. the defects of' King. James~ "TraI~slation;
.~tnce I have been here; but the brethr~n tell and they begin to talk of the necessity and
me, th~t the like has occurred in tillle past. f di do no't know the precise number of melli- impprtancp. 0 having'a correcte . and a-

:bers beJdo:{inil' to this congregation, nor mended, EnglIsh Version!' BlIt they seem
t,.ve"I the means now before me ot'ascerlaln, of "late to have let"alone saying much ahout
jog; There are fobr or nve pundred, 1 it. and to have quit urging its importance •.
!lave no duubt. And, I thi~k Imay say' the We hope ityviIT not turn out Vox et, prf'te-
oCbuccllJS as, barmonlOf!s, and posperOI.s now rea nihil, all' words and nothi·ng else. Mr.
as It bas becn for several years. And judg' Meredith, of the "B1blicalltecorder" useg
ing from the number and seriousness of the following manly and' independent Ian·
those wt.o attend our meetings as-speclalors, guaQe in reference to this' subject:
we "lire led to b,ope it wi)! nut be long till ~
many ofthern 1\'1,11 obey the Gospel, ,and After 11 careful eX:aminatlon of the' late
enler -I(lt()the Qllljoymeut of its exceedlllg proceed,ings of the A. R, Society', in, fhe va-,
gr~at, alld prec!lJus. p,romises, I attenced a rious bellrlllgs and hmde.ncies in wllich those
meeting afew mi,les above IhIS, last eVelJ' proceedings had been presented to view, we
i~g; where Hrethr~n Clalboru aDd Sweat gave it as our ,'pinion, that the time had ful-
addrelSSeda IlIlu-e lind at tentive audience III Iy come when we shotlld have a corrected
th~ A. 1\1: when .tw~ made the goo4 con· version of the SCriptures in the El.glisl. lan~
fession, and the prospect is flattering for guage. Sll'!J"eq-uent'.consideration, and sub~
many more. " ,quellt remarks· chiefly adverse :0 the meas.

Through the politeite~s of Brpther Bicli- ure, have strengthened our lirst conviction.
baullJ, ll,ave enjnyed the privdeae, within We are. therefore, prepared noW not ooly to
.a few dayE, ot readlllg yori.rpapetup, to the repeat what we hav'e bel"re stated, but to
'}lresent time. Jam much pJt:ased with the add, that what is Ihus-plaio·ly req\lired, willj
"p'irit JO which it is conuucted. and the in our opinion, be a.ccomplished.
maller it cQntains. .'\1ay Go~ speed you It.was our belief at tir"t, and It is our be-
oll~vard in your pious undertaking.- lief Ilow" that the recent measure Qfthe Hi-
:My dl:'ar Brother, we are engag~d ID a b~e Society, be the motive what it might.
glQl'ious capse. It is' thllt of primitive. WJIS an event in lhe Providence of God,
apostolic Christianity. The word of God, which called upon Haptists to .take a hig.her,
is,aJl I see on earth. worth pleadlllg for. and bolder stand than they had ever dono
If.lesus. andall hi~ h~)lyapos~les and proph- belore. And th:s' conclusion derives' no lit'-
ets, were now here in per"on., they would tle'welght, in our mind,. from the lilCt·, that
plea.d np other. Mav we be enabled to plead the time has coine when t.he imaginary sa·
it. wi~h humble', and piou,s uial aud Iillly credness which ,,~s so long invest.ed transla-
heaven give success to our efforts. tions, must give place tn 1he supreoJe author·
1:'OOf friend, lind Hi-other ip Lhnsl Jesus. ity of the origlllal Scriptures. Of the com·

J. W. D.4:VIS. mon version we respect the antiquily afJ~
" ., --=--, .,1 , ' ~. the general eorrectness, but \ye allow it no

~he Baptist and tfle Eng- authority more ~han wllat IS due to 8ny oth.,
lil!lK;.- Ve'rsiOI1'. er human pIOnuct ion The orIginal is the

U o.oly sure w,urd ofprnphecy-:"lhe only iof3;l~
Most cif .onr readers are aWJre', \ve' ex- Iible standard-the only authorilatvive ex-

p?ct,-oftbe lat~ deCision of the American ,hibition of the' divine Will. Every tblOg
B' ble' Society, in refusing to aid With their else IS hU'!1a~, abd, ne~essarJiy secorldary
fu",ds' in printing <rna circuillting the trans. a,nd Imperlpc\. Accordlllg1y, wh,tle Homan
Ia. ion of the Bible b, Mr. Judson into the ,(...alhoh~s Cllllg to their ven~ro.teo V ulgat'i'.

B
' in" . ,Y - ' ond while modern Predobaptlst adhere, With

..:~~, ~s,e I,a~gtlllg€,~~cau~~ ll~had. trlLnS- pe~haps, a no le~s. riiid ...t~na~i tf, y~ tli~ir
lJteil? m8tea~ of t1'a~fef'n'fg,. as 1!1: ,~ur, C0n.trnon Yersipn,. t.hegr!:a:t mqUlry ll)t.Bt
Enghsh verSIOn, the \lreek: term bapttzo' now be, ana- we beheve Will be, what' hath
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,belll1 w,ritten by t1)e.PE1n,qfinspiration1 CJfdiscipline, r!11~sof decQrum,or abstract!
Under these circUinslances we must be' of 'dec trine of any sort.' These are 'alr of

allowed. to re. peat, th'at the late att-impt of' r n ". ,. , " " later invention. 'he Dible IS the rnve'Ii-
:the' Bible Society-whether designe,d or'o'll ti,on or' God, these of men. .Neither their
:we do oot say .•...to· place the Common Ver·
s/oo above the original Scriptlire •• and to, ftith nor their pr.lctice were recorded ina
,blind the' eyes £Ifmen, by geltlog an unall- separate book from t!~e.Bible,;~iiher in th~ir
tborized reverence for .a.merely hurpan pro' own language orthat of scnpture. .

.ductlon, first .con,vin9'id us olthe filet, that In the.se'cond pLlce, tliey had' all been

.th.ere. was a principle in operatloo ~yllich de, buried with Christby bapti~rn'inio his def\th,
/'D~nded a. firm an,d,fPcarlesqesisfanee. Men, had !leen ~apti,zed il'itc),Christ and put him
,If they' cho\lse, .may cry, "heresy," "saeri· on, had been uaptized for the~remi'ss:l)n of
lege," "Great is the Diana of the Eph'esi- . d d
'ans," but n'om; of these things' shall deter ils sins,.had '?E!~nbaplize an washed away
fi . , 'theirsins, So suvs'their BatIk: "KnOlv; rom a free expression of Ollr opinion, and a , J, ,

fearless exposure of what we believe,to be ye not that so many of 'us as'wp.re bi~tized
wr g . , into '.1 esus Chr'lst Iwere 'b)ptized into' his

on , R' d h1' "'I .1 Ii 7. .•.• d to I h'As It reg'lrd~ the maoagers qf ~he Ible eat ,1 lere ore we.a,re ?Ut'£P. wltn lm
.SQciety. we have already, sni,d tliat we be· by ba:ptism 'into death; that like as' Christ
1Jeved.. tho~e 'gentlp.m~n .ainied to dO,what .W3.s;rail/e/1up from'the diJ1\d by the' glorJ
was r1~ht. WI! ~el,e'le so stl!l. We have of the F4ther, ever so we 'ilsn/shouid' walk

Jo.n Jd,:a,th~t tb.elr motives ,should be 1m· in iJ'tnvness Qf IiIe. ''If' . * 11- 'Ye have
peached. Nor do we wish to see them nul· 'b d'f" th h t ~h t -I'. ,'.f." d

'Hr.\' or'alter· 'what they havEldone, . We are 0 .e.ye r~m e ,.ear .',~ J~rm ,<J.J ,,;oc-
'entirply' willing that every thinll' should :tn{l~ \~h'ch .fas deli~~r~d yo~. He~tig
Btlind precisely as i"\ is, and that all ,eep6ure t~en made f~ee from 8In, y,e bec~me .t~le.
every where should be laid·aside. But we ~'lrV,lllt!!of nghteollsnes3." Buned w£t7t.
wi~h, to see an A merica~ Bible Society. and him in baptiSTa, wherein . al~o ye are risen
a correct version of the Sacred Scriptures: wWi hint thrOuah'the fditli of 'the operation

--- 'I of God wilO'hi~h ra'ised him frorn 1'he'dead.
,~~~~f::~pieo~C,the Lord. ,11- 11- ,: i~laving fi?rgi~~,!you aU ~:e8,

,f~eLord has always had a people ever ,filsses.• AS,fUllnya:s ha~~ been bap,tlzpa
since he aat 'the Ris't aid viilit the Gentiles <tlto Cltnst h~veyutan Cltnst." I'Repent &

;10 take out of tliem a people for his name.?; 'be brtpfized,,':Very o~e of yo:".~n the n.amr
~He:ha3 had a people tn every age and gen- of J~,s:~il9hr!st, fo::.tl£~ .re771188wn<if 8lnS."
'1iration since Chri:;>tianity,w.ls fir~t_e~tablishl "Ar~~e,a~pb~ ~apt7,~.e~~nd was~ lflV~y r,0'!.r
eo, howexqr ernall th,~irJI.~JTlber,may ,have }1m~,calrmg,~~ ;t~~,~~m~.,of .tlle +ord;, '

<hee.n in the d~rk, ,g!0<;JUl,Y, and cqir~kt ~.~rill ]n ~he thir? ,pl~r' ~h~y ~?re IJQ oth~,r
,-9ds gf ~ge\hllstpry l?f ~h~\.Y'or1p:· ", ,!1~~e but. that of' ,~!lTIStl_~?, . t~e ~ame qr

,:Bqt, 'rVhere;l~re{tpe ,~~rd's people now .~~,eIT ~pr?a~d.La\~~~~;r, a~d ~n~hlchtl~ey
"w~'eIi ~here a~eso m~ny c1aimirIg ti1el~ h,a{b!':en ~i\~t,~ed. !he ~l!CIP!,tS w~re
'cna.rar.ter1 How' arit we to knolv themJ culle~ ChrrJt,aW! first at Antioch,. They
oUIle'n},~~re.are so many' different an,d difl~~e'PJ not d,i,sti~~~J~,ed from' the wo~ld ",Or
fering sects, one crying out that they arel each 0f~,er ~y any ?ther names.
here and another that they are there 1 Are In the fourth pl.lce, the preachqr baptiz.
th~re n~ char(lc.t;eristi~s .by,w~i~h, ~hy cal~ ed in~fivia~als with~,ut cr5111su~t!ngany hodJ
be. known, and recoglllsed 1 1hese are thel else about It and upon the Simple confell.
same, n,?w that they ~~o,;e)i1way~bee1ri. sian that "Jesus Christ is the Son of Goa;.'

1n orderto ascertain \rho are 1Iie'LorQ'~ made ~t.the ':Vater. ·"f\n<J.~s}lie'y ~venton
people now, let us exallllne and see who tJ}eir way, [PHilip and the Eunuch,] they

-they were in the first age of Christianity, came unto a certaiii water; and th'e eunucb
when that divine system came forth pure said, S~e"here is water; what doth hirlder

'!1I1d uncorrupted from the hands of' it5 Au. me to' be b~p.tjze'd11 And' 'philip saio, ,If
thor. • .. ' '.. I ", thou blflievest \viUi all thine' heart, thou

.In the first place, they had but one book, ~Jye,~t.' And' he 'all$\veied 'ariffSiJ.id,tD~-
thel~iGle; as. their only guil:Ie, ai~ectoryahd lie've 'that Jesus·clitlst. is'the Son of ,God.
'rule in. faith ~nd prlj.ctice';' :T~ey ~hhd"Iio ,And he'co~mQ,~ded thenc~i1rlot·{o sfand
8eparate creeds, confeSSIOns 'If. faith,'~,?$ks 'still: 'ana :Wey Wellt Clown "Oyth'i1f.lO tlie

~, ~., • ..., j .•..• I'h· •.• ,,:.~ 1.·.h .o::.'.{'.Y1J ~.~~{!..........•'t",
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Elders 'as preachers or the preachers 'IIJ
preachers, had nothing to do with the care
or government of any church or congrega-
tion. No preacher as such ever had the
care of a church, and no preacher as an EI-
der,and no Elder ever had any thingto'do
in the care of more than one ·churr-h.

As seven'is a sacred and perfect number,
we will quit with these seven characteris-
tics. Reader, whE'Te you find su.::h a Veo-
pie as the above; who have no book but
the Bible; have been buried with Christ in
haptism; wear no name but that of Chris-
tian; their preachers bapttzing day and
night upon the good confession without
consulting the' church about it; having no-
thing to do in the church with person's mi-
til b~ptized and then receiving them.
meeting together every Lord's Day to at-
tend t@the Lord's Supper; and hnmg a
a plurality of Elden or Bishops who have
nothing to do with any congregatioll but
their own; where yoU find such a people,
you Will find the "People ofthe Lord."

EDiTOR.

'lOa.fer,both 'Philip and the eunuch; and he
baptized him." They never requirell peo-
ple to tell that their sins were forgiven; for
they baptized thein "for the remission of
sins,1' and to "wash away theirsins:' They
also baptized people in the night as well as
in the day. "And he [the Jailont Philip-
pi) took them [Paul and Silas) the same
hObr cf Ihe night, and washed their stri pes;
and wasbl1ptized, he and all his, straight-
'Way.'" ,

In the fifth place, they never received
persons into the church or congregation,
and the church had nothing to do with them,
until they wete baptized. It is said of the
conversion of those on lhe day of Pente-
cost, '~Then they that gladly received his
[Peter's] word were baptized: AND the
same da.y there Wl're added /luta thern about
three thousand souls." "The Lord added
to tll£ church daily such as should be sav-
ed," or as the original (Greek) is, "The
Lord qaily added the saved to the congre-
gation." They were saved herore they
were added; and who were the saved ?-.
"IIe that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved."

In the sixth place, they met together ev-
-ery Lord's Day to observe the Lord's Sup-
per. "And we [Lukp., Paul, &c] sailed
away from Philippi after the days of un-
leavened bread, and came unto them to
Troas in five days; where we abode seven
days. And upon the fir.~tday of the \veek
[Lord's Day) 'If 'If the DISCIPLES carne
together to break bre~ld." Thus, "They
continued stea,dfastly in the Apostles' doc-
trine and fellowsh\p, and in the breaking
()f bread and in llra~ers." To continue
stearlfaslly in the breaking of bre,ad or
Lord's Supper, is to meet together every
Lord's Day to attend to it, as did the dis-
ciples under the immediate instruction of
the Apostles.

In the seventh place, each' congregation
was in its government and proceedings in-
dependent of every other, and not consti tu-
ted with others into a regular combination
of any sort, but only co-operated occasion-
ally, and that without sllrrendering any of
their independency. Bach one had a plu-
rality of bishops or elders, (the same offi-
cer,) and they could only rule in one con-
gregation, and had no control of any other
of which they w.ere not members. The

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS
In consequence of the irregularity or our

subscribers in sending us theIr names, and
some other thing.. connected witb it, we
have concluded to receive two dollars for
their subscriptions during this year.~$2, 50-
ofter for those \vho h'avetaken it six months.
The end of the year is not far off, and we
hope they will remIt us as early as possible
the littl~ sums which they owe. We need
them much, as we have paper alld printing
to pay Cor. Post .Masterl can remit for ~hem.

EDITOR:

SECTARIAN UBERAUTY.
A gentleman who is a sectaria.n preacner

or exhorter, aod a subscriber to my paper,
in a Jetter to me, uses the f()ltowing lan-
guage:

.•1have been reading the Chrlstian Re~
tormer, in which Ifind mnch good matter.
I have been doing all I could to get suhscri-
bers, With convellience." ,

Such men are to be met with but seldom.
Here is an admonition to our brethren who
are neglecting to exert themselves for us.
Brethren, will you suffer yourselves to '!la
thUBCll1tdonel 'EDITOR.
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Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to SUFFER und to RISE FRO~lTHE DEAlI
the third day: Jlnd thaI. REPENTANCEand REMISSIONOFSINS should be preached in h'i,
name among all nations, 6-eginning' at Jerusalem Lt:ke XXIV.46, 47.

Go ye inlo all the wurld alld preach the gospel to every creature. He that BELIEVETH
and IS BAPTIZEDshall be SAVED:but he that BELIEVETHNOT, shall be DAMNED.-Mark
XVI. 15, 16. ,. CHRIST'S COMMISSIONTO HiS APOSTLEs.

EARNESTLYCONTENIY.FORTHE FAITH WHICHWASONCEDELIVER:BIYUNTOTHE SAINTS'
Jude, 3.

Pl"imitive Christ:.anitYo pri"i!eges to his apostlp.s. See the above
(From the "Christian Baptist.") citations. With the strictest propriety, may

In the first commission Ohrist gave to the all who' received them in character; and,'
twelve, with particular instructions to /lo to through faith in th/11'T'testirrlOny concerning
the lost sheep of the hou'se of Israel, (1\'latt,' Jesus, became obedient to their doctrine, be
x 40,) he sent them forth with this declara- called tbe diSCiples of Christ:' for they
tion, "He that receiveth you recel'IJethme; and preached not themselves, but Christ Jesus
he that ,ece'iveth me,' receiveth hIm that sellt the Lord;' and \vhatsoever they did, taught','
me." Again, in his instructions preparato- or commanded in the accomplishment of their'
ry to his last and great commIssion, address- commission, it \vas all in the da'me 'of the'
ing hisjheavenly l<'ather in their behalf, he Lord Jesus.
s aith," 8 thou hast. sen t me into the world, But i~ farther appears, from ,the hlslo~j of
even so have I also sent litem into tbtl world." thIS ancIent sect, that the diSCIples at Anti-
John xvii. 18. And addressing them, he och, who first received the christian' name,
saith, "As the Father hath S1lntme, even so did not receive the gospel immediately from
send I you. And when he had said this, he the apostles. See Acts xi. J9~~4. Nev-
breathed on them', and sailh unto them, Re- ertheless, they recei,,€d it, as all' did,' who,
ceive ye the Holy Ghost. Whosesoever sins froUl the com:nencement of the go~pel dis:
ye remit, tbey are remitted unto them; and pensation, that is, from the day of Pente-
whosesoever sins ye l'f'tain, they are retai'rJ· cost, beli'eved in ,ljlslls, and' \vere baptized
ed." John xx. 2~-2:l, Thus i' structed, into his'name. We mean', tbey received'the
qualified, and comm issi',ned, they were sent gospel in colJsequence of the apostolic corn-
forth into all the Vlorld. as the ariibassadors mission; upon the execution of whidli the
and representatives of Jesus Christ to the apostles' were fully instructed and authoriSed
nations, to disciple them in his name, with \ to enter on the dayof Pentecost, but not be-
the as'Slirance of his continual and manifest fore. Compa're Luke xxiv, 46-49. with
presence with them. "And they went forth, Acts i. 4-8. and the second chapter throuO'h-
and preached every where, the Lord wOI'king out. We say, tLen, that all who recei:ed
with them, and COl/firming the 1iJord with the gospel froln that day ~o this, recllived
.Igns following." Mark xvi. 20. Thus it it by means of the execution 1)f this com-
appears that tbey were, in the most stl'lct mission, which actually commenced on the
and proper sense 0 I' the terms, the repre-, day' of Pentecost, by the preaching of re-
sentatives of Jesus Christ to the world-e- pent'ance and r'eull sion of 6lns, in the name
ven as he was of the'Father. He identIfies of Jesus, to all nallljns; a sample of which
them with himself, even as he identifies him- was, that very duy, providentially llssembled
self with the Fatber. And as he, thR Great at Jerusalem. ~ome of all tbese, it appellr~,
Apostle of the Father, received from him the gladly received the word, were baptized, and
Holy SpIrit, with power also to acquit, or afterwards, upon the persecution that aroa6
hold guIlty, according to the tenor of his abollt Stephen, being~cattered abroad, went
commission to a guilty and rebellious world; every where preachwg the word. And
so he lIkewise impartli the aame powers and some of them were men of Cyprull and Cy-
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rene, who, whep they were come to AntIOch, real and genuine disciples, (whoever the im-
spake unto the Grecillns, preach 109 the Lord mediate preachers might be,) and were
Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was wIth therefore justly entitled to the new name of
them: and a great number believed and turn- Christian. And here let it be strictly noted,
ed unto the Lord. Acts viii. i. 4. with the that all wilo were divinely called to co·ope-
xith. 19-21. Thus the Anti.ocbians receiv· rate with th<:lapostles, in the first instance,
ed the gospel, not immediately from the under their commissIOn for evangelizing llnd
twelve,-)mt from perEOnslVhom they had dis- discipling the nations, were also indued with
cipled. But,these also had the p10mised a portion of their 'spirit, enabling them to
presence, for "the hand oj' the Lord wrtswith speak the necessary languages, and to work
them; which plainly shews that the commIE- miracles for the confirmation of the word.-
aron was 80 limited as to confine the whole See tbe above quotations, with 1 Cor. 12th
work of evangelizing, or disci piing the na~ and 14th chapters.
tions, to the twelve or thirteen primary a- Having thus briefly substantiated the
postles, (addlOg Paul to the number;) but daims of the Antiochian ccnverts to the dis-
wss inten.ned to Include al~ who, receiving cipleship of ;Jesus, and of all others who re-
those ·in character an-d believiDg their testi· ceived the word as they did, not immediate.
mony,were-thull qualified and disposed, by Iy from the lips of the apostles, but from
the grace of Christ, to co·operate for accom- some of those whom they had discipled, or
plishing the grand object of the commission; that had heard and believed their word-we
.!Ind these also it appears were made parta- come now, In ,the last place, to investigate
.)ter,s of piiraeulQus .po~ers, (see Mark xvi. more particulady the religious principles and
17.,18. with Acts fiii. 5, 6.) some of one practice of those primitive disciples; and this
,kind, !lnd some of another; but none oi them we shall attempt through the medium of the
were e,qua1to the apostles; for they, as the commission itself, and of those authentic
,complete and immediate representatives and doc.ulllent.s which we have on record respect-
,plenipotentiaries.of Jestls f:hrist. possessed, ing its execution. For this purpose we shall
in .the ,mo.st eminent degree, al! the powers advert to the items of the commIssion in their
he had received of the Father, as the great natural,and proper order. To proceed, then,
,Preacher and Apostle of God. He had pow- we find It pretaced thus: "Ain.d Jesus came,
er on earth: to,torgive sins-so had they. He and spake unto them (the eleven) saying, All
.had power to communicate the Spirit to em- power (that is, all authority,) IS givep unlo
power othel'il t-o'Work mIracles-so had they. me in heaven and in earth; go ye, therefore;"
'H."had power to work all kinds of miracles &c. Here we perceive that the cQmm.is-
himself-s,o had they, '&c. &c. &c. And all alOn is predicllted upon the unlimIted author-
who, o.ft~r them, received the Spirit, receiv- ity of Jesus. "Go ye into all the world,
ed it through tbelr minist.ry, either mediately preach the gospel to every creature," or dis-
or immediately. Hence they are enthroned ciple iiI! nations, "baptizing them (the disci-
beads, judgQs, and.lawgivers in the christian pled) in tbe name of the Father, and of the
church; and, in tbis sense, the founders or Son, and 01 the Holy Spirit; teaching them
foundation of it, next to Uhrist himself: for (the discipled) to observe all things whllotsO-
they also Iltbored, suffered, and died for its ever I have commanded you. He th.il-t be-
nk,,: but in all thing~ he must have the pre- lleveth and IS baptized shall be saved; but he
emInence, who purchased the church with that helieveth not, shall be damned. And,
his OUlll blood. In short, CbrJst had so com- lo! I am with you always, unto the end of
plstely identified the apostles with himBel f, the world." Matt. xxviIi. 18-20, WIth Mark
that whesoever received lhem. received him; xvi. 15, 16.
that w·hosoever persecuted them, persecuted I Here, then, in the first pl.:l.ce,-rt is evident
'him; and tbat whosoever kept their SaVingS,! that whosoever believed ~'hat tile apOs'tles
kspt hi, also;>;for the words they spake were were commiSSIOneda.ndcommanded.to pr'!ach
not their-s, but the words of him that SQnt throughout all the.wor~d. to every cJ'(J3-lure,
them. HOence,ev.en In thfi most dl/licult cir- (that i8 '·the gospel,'~) and were bapl iz,~d ~s
cumstanceil, they were not to premedilate above, the same were discipled, that i.,;w.)re
what to say.; for, upon every emergency, it madfl disci!ll~s of Jesus, and !lecame th..,reuy
should be given them immediately what they entitled to the jHomised salv.3.tiollo
ought to say. These thiugs being so it ne· In the second place, it is equally evident
cessarily follows thrrt whosoever received the that the disci pled were to be farther instruct-
word which they preached, upon the confir· ed; namely. to observe, tbat is, to keep in
m8tory evidenoe which the Lord by them mlDd and reduc,e ~opractice the "all thing'"
exhibited, received Christ and his word; sub- that Christ had commanded, or should com-
mitted to him, and were hught by him, and mand his apostles tQ teach the disciples.-
110 beeame, to all intents lllfd purpoie5, hi~ Farther (with respeGt to the duties either of
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apoltles or disci pies), tke commission ,auk greatly, and that a great compJmy' of tlie'
not. Consequently the religious principles prie~ts were obfJdient to the faith; that iSI

of the disciples were principles of faith and became baptized professors of the trut~
obedillnce; to believe tl:le gospel wlJich the whicb the apostles testified concerning Jesus·;
apostles preached, and to reduce to practice for all the obedience the gospel calls lor, in.
what they er,joined in the name of Jesus, oraer to salvation, 18, that men believe it,
completed the character of a dIsciple. So upon the evidence which God has afforded"
much we evidently learn from the commis- and so be baptized. "He that bplzeveth and
sian itself: for fart.h'lr particulars we must is brt.ptized, shall be saved." We have only
have recourse to the execution of itj that is, yet advanced in our iflquiry from the begm-
to its actual accomplishment in the preach- ning of the 2d to the 8th versO'of the sixth,
ingand teaching of the apostles. In this of the Acts, and we find ourselves mtroduc-
part of the investigation two important points ed to a great multitude' of disciples, tlle-
respecting christIanity necessarily come to gr~at majority or' whom afford the most stri-
be determined, viz. '\That is the Gospel, and king el,jdence of entire devotedness to the
what the Law of Christ1 The belief of the truth, and of its most Llissful effects: they
former, constituting the faith; and the obe- afford, we say, the most convincing mark ••
dience of the lalter, the dUly of tbe chris- of genuine discIpleship. Are these not ch~is·
tian. "For the christian is not WIthout law tians1 Are they not j\lstly entitled to thlli
to God, but is under law to Christ." new and dlstingui~hing nam<l1 Are we not

It has been already observed that the justiliable in considering them as a suffiCient
preaching of the apostles under thii last and sample or specimen of christian character!
great commission, the object of which wa" We certa;nly think we are. If not, we des-
the evangelizing the world, commenced on pair of finding their superiors upon record.
the day or Pentecost. Un that memorable If ever the gospel was purely preached, they
day repentance and remission of sins began did it. If any thing believed amongst men-
ta be published in the nllme of Jesus, to all could produce supernatural and heavenly ef·
nations, at Jerusalem, viz. that whosoever fects, sure they wer,e in possession of it.
believed in him and was baptized mto his We speak of the mother church, the church
name, should receive the remisSIon of his at' Jerusalem. which at this time was ex-
sins, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. See ceedingly numerous-full of benevolence, 0 f
Acts ii. ~2-:l9. In the couree of this ser- 'hospItality, of brotherly kindness, and charl-
man Jesus of Nazareth is proclaimed as "a ty. Let us then pause here a little, and re-
man of God-by miracles, and wond(>rs, and view with all possIble attention the history
sign~, which God did by him:" that," being of those wonderful people that we may dis-
delivered by the determinate' counsel and tinctly apprphenu what was preached· and
foreknowledge of God-he was taken and by believed amongst them that produced such
wicked hands crucified and slain"-that God wonderful effects.
ralseu him from the dead-that he exalted It was preached that Jesus of Nazareth,
him to his right hand-that "having r~ceiv- with the fame of whose character they were
ed of the Father the promise of the Holy willi acquainted, as "a man approved of God
SpIrit," he had poured forth upon his apos- by the miracles, and wonders, and signs
tles and the other disciples assembled with· which God did by him," was the great proph-
them, the wonderful things which were then ,etpredicted by Moses. That he was the
apllarent: in a word, that be had made that :vIessiah, the 80n of God, whom they had
same .Jesus, which they had crucified, both WIckedly crucified; that God had raised hini
Lord and Christ.. As many as appeared can- from the dead; that he had exalted and glo-
vlIlced of the truth of thi" testimony, were rified him at his fight hand, a Prince and It
exhorted to repent; that is, to be of anoth- Saviour, to give repentance to Israel and for-
er mind; to cease from their oppositionj and givenllss of sins; that the Father had con-
be baptized into his name, in order to the stituted him Lord of all; had conferred up.-
remission of their sins. The result was, as on him the promise of the Holy Spirit, that
many as believed the things thus testified he might send him down upon his dIsciples;
concerning Jesus, gladly embraced the invi- that he must reign until all his enemies be
tation, and were baptlzedj and so became his made his footstool; that 'heaven must be hi ••
disciples, and were added to the hundred residence till the timea of tile restitution
and twenty: and the Lord continued to add of all things; they also preached'through Je-
to their number daily such as should be sav- sus the resurrectIOn, and, of course, the final
ed. The effect of the next sermon, (record- judgment; and that there is no other name,
ed Acts iii.) is the addition of five thousand. under heaven, given among men, whereby
In the vilith we are informed that the num- we must be saved; that whosoever betieyed
ber of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem in him and was baptized. sholiid receive re-


