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Vol. 28 April, 1968 No. 1

ROGER T. NOOE PAPERS COME TO DCHS

. Ben R. Biddy phsto

The official transfer of the Nooe materials took place February 29 in the apartment occupied by
Dr. and Mrs. Roger T. Nooe in the Park Manor, Nashville. Willis R. Jones (left) president-curator
of the Disciples of Christ Historical Society looks on as Dr. and Mrs. Nooe make helpful identifi-
cations. For full story please turn to page 7.

The DCHS Museum Committee is in the process of preparing a special display of the Nooe
materials in the Thomas W. Phillips Memorial. The display will be officially opened to the public
on Sunday afternoon, May 12 from three to five o'clock. Dr. and Mrs. Nooe will be special
guests of the Society.
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Editorial . . .

The local church historian is a year-
round, year in, year out servant of the
congregation. Much has been made of the
historian’s work at those signal occasions
in the church’s life when an anniversary
is being celebrated. Too little attention
has been given to his work throughout the
remainder of the church calendar. The
Disciples of Christ Historical Society feels
that the many hard-working local church
historians deserve to be commended for
their continuing labors to preserve the his-
torical materials from which the congre-
gation’s history will be written.

In a sense the local church historian
deals with two types of material and his
responsibility for each type is different.
First of all, there are those materials pro-
duced in quantity. They may be printed,
mimeographed or duplicated and include
bulletins, newsletters, membership direc-
tories, and annual reports. The local church
historian should see that complete files of
these publications are available both in the
local church and at DCHS.

For example, a definite amount is in-
cluded in the annual budget to pay for
printing and distributing the church news-
letter. A specific item, small as it is, should
also be included for preserving these ma-
terials by binding them at regular intervals.
These bound copies are the church’s prop-
erty and should be kept in some safe place
in the church. Another copy of each printed

The Complete Local Church Historian
By MARVIN D. WILLIAMS, JR.

item should also be on file at the Society.

Unique items form a second category of
local church materials and create greater
practical problems for the church historian.
The key here is to have a well-conceived
policy and have it generally understood by
all those concerned. These policies should
be based on the postulate that all these
materials belong to the congregation, not
to any individual be he church clerk, minis-
ter or indeed historian. The historian should
work through the church board or other ap-
propriate body in framing definite guide-
lines. The Society would be glad to assist
in such decisions.

The following ideas are offered to those
forming policies. Pictures of former minis-
ters should be kept in the church, perhaps
hung together in some special honored
place. Current records of the official bodies
of the church will be needed for reference
by officers and ministers of the congrega-
tion. Among these records are minutes, re-
ports, financial and membership records.
Older records might be deposited at the
Society or protected in some fireproof fa-
cility in the community. Personal papers of
former ministers and outstanding laymen,
including letters, diaries, and other manu-
script materials, should be sent to the So-
ciety where they will be processed for use
by interested researchers.

(continued on page 14)
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Hdventures

m Biography

By Eva JEAN WRATHER

VIII. ALEXANDER CAMPBELL AND THE

STRUCTURE OF

Part I: A Watershed of History

Throughout history certain pivotal events
have stood out as “watersheds of human
thought.” Such an event, for example, as
the publication of John Locke’s Letters Con-
cerning Toleration, after which the evils of
religious absolutism stood so nakedly re-
vealed that the champions of religious
liberty and toleration henceforth felt them-
selves invincibly armored for victory.

In the history of the Campbell reform
movement, the pivotal event came on an
August day in 1830 at Austintown, Ohio. Tt
began as a regular convening of the Baptist
Mahoning Association. Then, abruptly, the
character of the assembly changed when a
preacher arose to move that the association
“as an advisory council, or an ecclesiastical
tribunal, should cease to exist.”

Alexander Campbell, struck with amaze-
ment and consternation, started to his feet
to protest. But Walter Scott was at his side
urging him back into his seat with the ad-
monition: the majority of the messengers
had made their decision, and by opposition
Campbell could only weaken his influence
for the future. Himself sensing the excited
temper of the assembly, Campbell reluc-
tantly yielded. At a crucial moment of his-
tory, the Campbellian emphasis on liberty
under authority had been met head-on by
the rampant individualism of the American
frontier. And the frontier spirit had won,
hands down.

The dissolution of the Mahoning Associa-
tion, in truth, marked a watershed. Two

®To be published in two installments, the second
to appear in the July Discipliana, covering
Part III, TWO DECADES OF CHAOS: and
Part TV, EMERGING STRUCTURE.,

THE CHURCH*

issues of major import were decided there—
decided for generations of Disciples of
Christ yet unborn.

The first was dramatic, immediate. Be-
fore the dissolution, the Reformers were
Baptists; afterward, they were Disciples—
for good or ill, a separate communion. For
some two years before the Austintown meet-
ing, certain Baptist associations had been
expelling reform churches. After the Ma-
honing dissolution, there was no turning
back the tide of separation, and within an-
other two years the division was complete.

R HNE

The second issue decided that day stands
revealed, in the long count of history, as a
watershed in the Reformers™ concept of the
nature of church government. It marked a
major shift, from the associational principle
to radical independency. At the critical
moment of emergence into a new com-
munion, the congregations of Mahoning
left themselves with no center of authority,
no system for concerted action.

But before the meeting adjourned, Camp-
bell was able to salvage one concession. As
soon as the motion to dissolve was carried,
he arose and quietly asked: “Brethren, what
now are you going to do? are you never
going to meet again?” The question, one
observer reported, “fell upon us like a clap
of thunder.” Remembering their joys of
fellowship, the messengers hastily adopted
a second resolution, that the churches con-
tinue to meet annually for mutual edifica-
tion and preaching.'

From the dissolution of Mahoning to the
first national assembly of the Disciples,
there was to be a period of nineteen years—
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a period of remarkable growth amid con-
fusion and chaos. Throughout these years,
the new movement was held together chiefly
by these yearly meetings and by the co-
hesive power of Campbell’s own personality
and teaching as he worked to rebuild the
structure shattered at Austintown.

Yet even as he looked forward to restruc-
ture, he had, in all honesty as a responsible
leader, to look back into his own past with
the sober query: “To what extent did the
action of that day spring from the seven-
year crusade of the inconoclastic editor of
The Christian Baptist?

BB R R

Part 1I: The Era of the lconoclast

The last issue of The Christian Baptist
appeared in July, 1830; and there Campbell
bluntly stated, “We have more to fear from
our friends than from our enemies.” A
month later, prophetic words, indeed. In
similar vein, he had earlier protested that
his opponents (and sometimes, alas! his
friends) either could not or did not wish to
discriminate “between a person’s opposing
the abuse of a good cause and [opposing]
the cause itself.”*

On both counts one must, in all fairness,
sympathize with the frequently bedeviled
editor, whose closest “co-adjutors” at times
failed his vision. One must, at the same
time, sympathize with those readers of The
Christian Baptist who did not always per-
ceive the fine distinctions so apparent to
the editor. And, quite ironmically, the very
qualities which made his little magazine so
widely read also helped contribute to its
misunderstanding.

Having conceived the magazine as a
means of broadcasting the seeds of reforma-
tion as far as the long arm of the press
could reach, he had from the first issue
given free reign to his talents for wit and
satire and employed every rhetorical devise
of exaggeration and paradox in order to
attract the widest possible audience. There
was a deeper intent, of course. The young
editor viewed his paramount role as that
of the prophet, called to sweep away the
“rubbish of ages” and resore the temple of
God to its pristine beauty and purity. With
equal pride he wore a second hat, that of

“the adventurer in freedom;” and it was no
accident that he had timed the first issue
of The Christian Baptist so that his Preface
might bear the date, July Fourth. Insofar
as the Mahoning spirit of 1830 represented
a revolt against authority, the Bethany edi-
tor could not deny that he had cast the
shot for the battle.

B R

Fully aware that when any cause passes
into many hands “some will misuse, abuse,
and pervert it,”* the editor, in his second
Preface, announced his intention to present
the outlines of that “glorious superstructure”
of the church set forth in the New Testa-
ment. This positive approach was begun
with a long series of thirty-two essays en-
titled, “A Restoration of the Ancient Order
of Things.” The key word was order; and
in these essays is to be found the germ of
almost every major idea concerning the
nature of Christian organization that Camp-
bell would struggle to clarify for the next
quarter century.

At the outset, he attacked the massive
problem of liberty versus authority. Behind
that problem lay the primary question:
What is the nature of the Church?

For both Campbells that question was
answered for all time in Thomas’s Declara-
tion and Address. The church is the “mys-
tical body” of Christ and, therefore, schism
_the rendering of His “visible” body on
earth—is sin. Here was the High doctrine,
the Catholic doctrine, of the church, for-
ever denying the Protestant accommodation
to the idea of an “invisible church.” It also
vested the church with great authority.
The descent into error had begun when
Roman Catholicism transferred this author-
ity to a priestly hierarchy; and Protestant-
ism, in over-reaction, made its stand on the
“Bible alone” doctrine. For the Campbells
the truth lay in a via media where the
Word and the Divine Society are inextri-
cably joined. That is, as both the Declara-
tion and Address and The Christian Baptist
argued, for right government the church
looked to two seats of authority: first, to
the New Testament; and second, to “right
reason,” the consensus of the enlightened
judgment of the church itself.
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At this point the question becomes: How
does the church arrive at its enlightened
judgment? This Campbell answered by a
creative reinterpretation of the great Protes-
tant doctrine of the “Priesthood of All Be-
lievers.” Luther had restored this New
Testament emphasis, but then Protestantism
immediately rode off in two directions. On
the one hand, it had reverted to old error
with its own clerical orders and unholy al-
liances of church and state; on the other,
it had subverted the “priesthood of all be-
lievers” into the “priesthood of every be-
liever” and so issued in the plague of small,
jangling sects, each convinced of its own
infallible interpretation of Holy Scriptures.
Campbell found the proper corrective in
the Pauline concept of a liberty which
places the individual under authority
through “corporate loyalty” to the whole
body of Christ.

Eight of the “Ancient Order” essays were
on “Discipline of the Church” and three on
“The Bishop’s Office.” Here Campbell made
unmistakable his belief in the necessity for
strong representative, delegated authority.
Once chosen, the officers of the church, and
they alone, were responsible for its order
and discipline and for decision on all mat-
ters of grave import, including the interpre-
tation of Scripture.

In their appeal to the “right reason” of
the church, the Campbells found their re-
ligious conviction strengthened by their
democratic faith as, like Jefferson and
Jackson, they were willing to place ultimate
trust in the right judgment of the “vox
populi,” the common mind, common reason.
But to affirm this faith was not, in the
church, to confound the “voice of the
people” with a majority vote or imply that
the majority is always right. One of the
sharpest paragraphs of The Christian Bap-
tist was directed to those Democrats in poli-
tics and Independents in religion who fre-
quently, the editor warned, are “the greatest
tyrants in the world,” each wishing to reign
as king or pope in his own little realm. The
real challenge was to safeguard both liberty
and order by steering a true course between
the Scylla of clerical despotism and the
Charybdis of a “licentious equality.”*

The significance of Campbell’s contribu-
tion here lay in his interpretation of the

relationship between the church and its
overseers and of the nature of the authority
vested in those overseers. From the first
issue of his magazine, he had proudly
flaunted his allegiance to the philosophy of
the Enlightenment in his assault on the twin
engines of despotism, priestcraft and king-
craft. But a clear conception of his views
on the Christian ministry emerges only
through realization that his attacks were not
so much anti-clerical as non-sacerdotal. That
is, he was attacking every device by which
a “priesthood” claims possession of some
mysterious powers denied the ordinary
Christian and so ordained its “Divine elec-
tion” to rule. Though he would by no
means deny the deep personal conviction
involved in “the call” to the ministry—a
conviction shaping the entire course of his
own life and father’s—he was emphasizing
that this “call” is not an arbitrary act of
God through some private miracle but the
natural action of the church calling out its
best to serve. These “chosen men,” in turn,
differ from their fellow Christians only in
degree and not in kind.

As the church has power to “call,” it also
holds the power to ordain. It seemed plain
to Campbell that authority did not come
of God by apostolic succession to some
special order of men; rather it had passed
directly to His priestly body, the church.
In the ceremony of ordination, “a plurality
of elders or a presbytery” inducts “the
elected into office by the joint imposition
of their hands,” but they are delegated
representatives acting on behalf of the
whole congregation. With these lines of
authority rightly understood, Campbell felt
he could quite logically urge Christian free-
men to “call no man master upon the earth”
and, at the same time, enjoin them “to sub-
mit to their rulers, as those who watch for
their souls, and . . . must give an account
of their administration.””

In these essays, the editor was dealing
primarily with the local congregation and
its overseers, the elders and deacons. At
times he did discuss a third order of New
Testament ministry, the evangelists, sent out
by and responsible to a plurality of con-
gregations. But full implication of the min-
istry of the church universal was nowhere
adequately dealt with in the pages of The
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Christian Baptist. Nor was the larger ques-
tion of the local congregation’s relation and
responsibility to the whole body of Christ.

LR

It was here that the iconoclastic editor
had sown to the wind and reaped the whirl-
wind—at Austintown in 1830. But thought-
ful messengers were present that day who
did not misunderstand The Christian Bap-
tist or its editor. They, too, foresaw the
years of “anarchy” ahead and, recognized
Campbell as the “prime mover” in the co-
operative work of Mahoning, realized that
its dissolution was an “apostasy” from the
reformation’s own “first principles.”®

Clearly, Campbell himself, as evident in
his surprise and dismay at the Mahoning
action, found it passing strange that sen-
sible men, to protest the abuses of power,
should bring down the whole structure of
unity and authority.” After all, during the
entire seven-year crusade of The Christian
Baptist, he and his congregation had been
fully participating members of a Baptist
association. To say that he had taken ad-
vantage of the association while disapprov-
ing the principle would seem at best to
brand him with a self-serving hypocrisy—
something only the most reckless of his
enemies ever did. Rather, as he consistently
maintained, when Baptist associations turned
inquisitor to expell dissenters from their
Calvinistic orthodoxy, they were dishonor-
ing their own great tradition of religious
liberty; and, until Austintown, he had con-
tinued to hope that this heritage, and not
the heresy-hunters, would prevail.

A far more fundamental issue was also
involved. In later years Campbell would
sometimes baffle critics, friendly or hostile,
by asserting that he had not changed his
views on church government from the days
of The Christian Baptist. Yet he spoke a
profound truth in the sense that, through-
out a fifty-year ministry, he held constant
to his High doctrine of the nature of the
church. And this constancy was one ele-
ment of his strength. Even while voicing
his strongest sentiment on congregational
independency—“An individual church .. . .
is the only ecclesiastical body recognized in
the New Testament”—he was also writing,
“All the churches on earth . . . are so many
communities constituting one kingdom.”

Moreover, in one of his most eloquent pas-
sages, he reminded his readers of the Divine
imperative cementing this Christian union:
in Christ’s kingdom “a single monosyllable
represents the active principles. . . . That
monosyllable is LOVE. ‘Love is the ful-
filling of the whole law.””®

From first to last, the Bethany editor
would free both the individual conscience
and the individual congregation from fear
of bans of excommunication by some higher
court, but never from their obligations as
members of the one body of Christ, forever
bonded together by His love. In his vision,
the autonomy of local congregations and
their union in the one body were compli-
mentary, not contradictory, ideas. But he
was to employ many reams of type in the
next decade before the Reformers generally
would grow into such understanding and
so begin to define a structure of the church
in harmony with the genius of their own
movement.

R R

Despite these eloquent and positive
emphases of the editor’s faith, many months
before the dissolution of the Mahoning As-
sociation it had been quite evident that his
first little magazine—born for a special mo-
ment in history—had outlived its usefulness.
With the New Year, 1830, he began his
own magazine; and even its name—The
Millennial Harbinger—was  designed to
herald a new era of constructive reform.

In an article published a month before
the Austintown meeting, he had made his
meaning clear. Entitled “Hints to Reform-
ers,” it plainly stated, “An audience has now
been obtained. . . . We must, then change
our course.” In later amused self-appraisal,
he wryly noted that the editor himself
needed some reforming and that he had
written some things “which ought not to
have seen the light.”

But even while the new Harbinger carried
his confessional for absolution of past edi-
torial sins, he doubtless looked backward
with some feeling of nostalgia. The exu-
berant, flamboyant style of The Christian
Baptist had become him. It is sometimes
forgotten that Alexander Campbell was half-
Scot and half-French. From his first edi-
tor’s desk his words had roamed the valleys

(continued on page 13)
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A DAY TO REMEMBER AT DCHS . . ..
THE COMING OF THE ROGER T. NOOE MATERIALS
By WILLIS R. JONES

If February 29 is heralded as a day to
remember every four years, then February
29, 1968 is a day for this writer to remem-
ber for a lifetime. For on that day, in their
comfortable apartment overlooking a west-
ern skyline of gentle Tennessee hills, Dr. and
Mrs. Roger T. Nooe officially turned over to
DCHS a treasure-trove of materials relating
to Dr. Nooe’s distinguished ministry of more
than half a century.

The pathway across which I traveled to
my February 29th, 1968 appointment with
the Nooes was mnot so much an urban
journey of three miles in city traffic as it
was a sentimental journey filled with blessed
memories. I pondered them in my mind
and heart as I made my way to the ap-
pointment.

My father, Edgar DeWitt Jones, and
Roger T. Nooe were roommates in their col-
lege days at Transylvania and The College
of the Bible. From the first the Nooe name
was a familiar and blessed one in the Jones
household. The friendship of these men
grew and greatened through the years.
Notable events in our family life and theirs
were heightened by each other’s presence,
or by the thoughtful remembrances that
passed between them. I thought of some of
these as I made my way through Nashville
streets to the Nooe apartment on leap year
day, 1968.

713 Complete Sermons

Whatever else Dr. and Mrs. Nooe had to
present to the Society for placement in the
archives on that historic day, and there
was much, the great central core of the
collection was to be found in two boxes,
one containing 453 full length sermons by
Dr. Nooe on stenotape, the other 260 full
length sermons in typewritten form. There-
in was the distilled essence of the preaching
ministry of one of the giants of the twentieth
century American pulpit. I knew as I
handled these 713 complete sermons that
the day would surely come when they would
be the subject of study by competent re-

search scholars seeking to catch the alchemy
of genius and to lay bare the preaching
techniques of Roger T. Nooe—a worthy
project for a B. D. or Ph. D. degree thesis,
and better yet, a worthy exposé from which
to draw sustenance and direction.

I asked Dr. Nooe to browse a bit through
the sermon headings and to cite for me
the titles of a few of the sermons that
might be termed his favorites. Here are
three titles that caught his eye: “Coming
Not to Condemn”; “Love is the Answer’;
“Patriotism is not Enough.”

Treasured Recommendation

The Nooe materials stretch back across
the pages of time. The earliest item is a
brief but stirring letter from the hand of
his beloved professor at Transylvania (then
called Kentucky University) Charles Louis
Loos. The student had asked his famous
teacher for a recommendation upon his
graduation from the college. The young
graduate was thinking of a teaching career.
Here is what Professor Loos wrote under
date of June 14, 1901:

Among the pictures in the Nooe collection is
this charming one taken in the Nooe home in

Nashville in the late 1940's. Dr. and Mrs.
William A. Shullenberger (left) long time
friends of the Nooes were house guests. Dr.
Shullenberger had come to Nashville to deliver

an address in a special series at Vine Street
Christian Church.
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To Whom it may concern:

Mr. Roger T. Nooe graduated yester-
day in the College of Arts of Kentucky
University with the A.B. degree.

He has maintained during his con-
nection with the University an excellent
character as a student. Intelligent, dili-
gent and of worthy ambitions, he stood
well in his classes. His habits of life
are of the best.

He desires to devote himself at
present to the good vocation of teach-
ing. I am confident he will be faith-
ful and earnest in the discharge of
any duties he may assume, and I think
he will make a good teacher. His
modesty will prevent him from urging
his claims as a well educated young
man.

Charles Louis Loos.

A World War | memento, from the files of
YMCA officer Lt. Roger T. Nooe. Dr. Nooe was
an overseas director in the military progfam of
the YMCA. He helped arrange "the baseball
match" played in Stratford-on-Avon, August 31,
1918 along with others under the auspices of
the YMCA.

Dr. Nooe’s modesty referred to above
never really left him even as his career
took on its constantly expanding horizons
with honors and appointments to high
places coming rapidly and without his own
self seeking. I have known him all my
life, but in the materials at hand I made
discoveries that added dimensions to his
laurels as I had know them.

Added Dimensions to His Laurels

Not everyone knows that Dr. Nooe was
a volunteer in World War I, serving as
an overseas YMCA director and carrying
the military rank of Lieutenant. A military
identification card with an honest-to-good-
ness passport type of picture of the illus-
trious padre is among his papers. And
there, among the World War I clippings
is one so precious and fragile we have
already sent it off to be laminated to
insure its protection, and one so interesting
I quote from it for the edification of the
readers of DISCIPLIANA.

First, however, a brief background. In
his role as military YMCA director, Dr.
Nooe had a part in arranging several base-
ball games between teams of American and
Canadian soldiers. One game was played
at the County Cricket Ground, Stratford-on-
Avon in Shakespeare’s England, July 27,
1918. After the game the teams were hon-
ored in a great dinner celebration given
by the mayor of the city. The dignitaries
one by one were called upon for impromptu
remarks. Suddenly, out of the blue, the
mayor called on Lieutenant Nooe. Here is
the newspaper account of his extemporary
response:

The Rev. R. T. Nooe, whose church
in Kentucky has given him a long leave
and who is a padre of the YMCA, a
gentleman both earnest and genial
(who has said grace) made a short but
most felicitous and amusing speech,
which delighted the audience both
British and American.

He alluded to the charming spirit of
amity which had inspired the party “as
pure as lilies and as fragrant as clover”
—and in remarking that he came from
Kentucky he explained that the dif-
ference between Massachusetts and
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ander Campbell. In 1908 Mr. Earl married
Barbara Thurtell of Dubuque, lowa, who
shared his interests and served with him
helpfully in his domestic and overseas as-
signments.  Three children were born to
the Edwin Earl'ss David Margarey Earl,
who is now professor of Far Eastern Histo-
ry at Eastern Michigan University in Ypsi-
lanti, Michigan; Barbara ( Mrs. William G.
Thompson) who resides in St. Petersburg,
Florida; and Cynthia (Mrs. Ralph Kerman)
who lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan where
she is at work on a Doctor of Philosophy
degree in American Culture.

Materials at DCHS

A distinguished cache of materials re-
lating to the career of Henry S. Earl was
presented to DCHS by Mr. and Mrs. Edwin
C. Earl, July 12, 1966 (DISCIPLIANASep-
tember, 1966). The Society is proud and
honored now to open a biographical file in
the name of his distinguished son and his
son's accomplished family, and to have
in the Disciples of Christ Historical Foun-
dation a memorial Fund named in memory
and honor of Edwin C. Earl.

NEW LIFE
PATRON MEMBER

24. Wilson, Robert L. (give:nin mem-
ory)

NEW LIFE MEMBERS

306. Neth,
College,
honor)

307. Farris,
Ky.

308. Phillips, G. Richard, Johnson
City, Tenn. (given in his honor)

309. To be announced later

310. Small, Mrs. Ray L., Walla Walla,
Wash.

311. Cole, Dr. Myron C., Los Ange-
les, Calif. (given in his honor)

John W., Jr., Milligan
Tenn. (given in his

H. Bennett, Richmond,

Fall, 1968 45

Mr. and Mrs. Earl (he on the left, she on the
right) with their son David and daughter Barbara
pictured with camping friends Mr. and Mrs.
Ross of the USA in the mountains of Cashmere
in 1921.

312. Jackson, Mrs. Bertha C., Orange,
Calif. (given in her honor)

313. Oshorn, Mrs. Alma C., Colum-
bia, Mo. (given in her honor)

314. Handly, Mrs. Helen Adamson,
Tampa, Fla.

315. Handly, James Caldwell, Tampa,
Fla.

316. Telaneus, Mrs. Erma, Los Ange-
les, Calif. (in memory of Ed-
ward H. Telaneus)

NEW PARTICIPATING MEMBER

Dodd, Harry E., Jr., Nashville, Tenn.

NEW STUDENT MEMBER

Linn, Jan G., Rockville, Va.
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THE CAROLINA DISCIPLIANA LIBRARY

A VALUABLE RESEARCH AND ARCHIVAL FACILITY OF THE DISCIPLES

In June Marvin D. Williams, DCHS di-
rector of the library and archivist, traveled
to Wilson, North Carolina to survey the
Carolina Discipliana Library. The visit was
requested by the Atlantic Christian College
Library which maintains and administers
the Collection.

Upon his return, Mr. Williams was asked
to prepare a written report on the Carolina
Discipliana Library. Because of the im-
portance of this valuable research and ar-
chival facility of the Disciples of Christ,
portions of the more comprehensive docu-
ment are being shared with readers of
DiscIpLIANA.

The Carolina Discipliana Library has op-
erated since 1924 under the Historical Com-
mission of the Christian Church (Disciples
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Herman A. Norton, left, dean of the Divinity
House, Vanderbilt University and Chaplain Ned
Graves, Brigadier General and Deputy Chief of
Chaplains, United States Army, look at a picture
of James A. Garfield which hangs in the hall
of the Thomas W. Phillips Memorial. Dr.
Norton, who is author of Rebel Religion: the
Story of the Confederate Chaplains is pointing
out to General Graves that he and General
Garfield shared the distinction of attaining the
highest military rank of any preachers in the
history of the Disciples Movement.

of Christ) in North Carolina. Through the
untiring diligence of its curator, Charles
Crossfield Ware, the Carolina Discipliana Li-
brary has continued to grow steadily over
the years and is still the largest accumula-
tion of Discipliana in the Southeast.

It was on November 12, 1924 that the
North Carolina Christian Missionary Con-
vention at Dunn acted upon a suggestion
of its State Secretary, Charles C. Ware, that
a Historical Commission be appointed. Dr.
Ware was named chairman and directed the
Carolina Discipliana Library for almost
forty-four years until his retirement in early
1968 to enter the Florida Christian Home
in Jacksonville, Florida.

As State Secretary, Dr. Ware traveled
extensively among the two hundred churches
in North Carolina and attended many meet-
ings around the country. The Historical
Collection was enriched by materials dis-
covered in the course of these travels. Upon
his retirement at the end of 1952, Dr. Ware
continued to travel and collect materials
though on a somewhat lesser scale.

Individuals, churches, and other organiza-
tions have cooperated in assembling ma-
terials, a few giving thousands of items,
some perhaps a single rare printed record
of an early North Carolina Cooperation
Meeting. Others have given funds to bind
materials or furnish shelving for the Barton
W. Stone Room.

As of July 1, 1967 the Discipliana Collec-
tion included 17,885 volumes in addition to
375 microfilms.

Three types of materials comprise the
Collection. The books are chiefly Disciples
in character. These volumes form a good
general library of Disciples literature, with
some emphasis being given to works on
North Carolina and the Southeastern states.
The North Carolina collection is very rich
in Christian Connexionana, perhaps the rich-
est of all Discipliana collections in the At-
lantic seaboard phase of the literature of
the “old Christians,” pioneered by Elias
Smith and James O’Kelly. Some rare Free-
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will and Primitive Baptist materials are
also included.

A second type of material is represented
by a good collection of periodicals, includ-
ing long runs of the Christian-Evangelist
and Christian Standard. Especially well
covered are early Disciple periodicals of
North Carolina, including those published
by John Tomline Walsh, father of the co-
operative work in North Carolina and editor
of fifteen periodicals from The Christian
Friend of 1853 to The Living Age of 1885.

Still a third class of material is archival
or manuscript in character. Included are
archives of Atlantic Christian College, ar-
chives of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) in North Carolina (1841-86);
North Carolina district records; local church
records of North Carolina and Virginia
(including some Baptist items); and some
personal papers.

Stops were made by Mr. Williams on
the way to and from Wilson to visit other
historical and archival agencies in North
Carolina, including the Historical Society of
the Southern Convention of Congregational
Christian Churches at Elon College, North

to
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Harold and Lucille Kime who served DCHS as
volunteer workers for two full years returned to
the Thomas W. Phillips Memorial for a visit
following the Kansas City Convention. They
are seen here with Dr. Jones placing materials
on the shelves from the recently established
First Christian Church, Laguna Hills, California
which was one of the new churches recognized
in a special service during the Assembly in
Kansas City.

Carolina State Department of Archives and
History at Raleigh, Historical Foundation of
the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches at
Montreat, and the Commission on Archives
and History of the United Methodist Church
at Lake Junaluska.

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIPS

Membership in the Society provides a specific opportunity to contribute to its
life and welfare. Here are the ways:
0 Annual ... $ 5.00 Annually
0 Student . iciiwirwvsaossmismessiss disisomssnnnnns 2.50 Annually
[0 Participating .......... .. .. ... ... ... 25.00 Annually
[ Cooperalilig’ :siwssmeemvsmas i ios@ss@ssissmsdomns o 50.00 Annually
O Sustaining . ........... ... 100.00 Annually
O Palron sicpsssirsosmsrmisinsscismesiim it eismugs esn 1000.00 Annually
O Life .. 100.00 1 Payment
[0 Life Pabron . .cssuivscomssmpusns 65065 08508 50s6wsih 1000.00 1 Payment
Name City
Street State Zip
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SOCIETY HOLDS ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION DINNER
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Friends and members of DCHS filled the great Ball Room of the Muehlebach Hotel in Kansas City
on October | to attend the Eleventh Annual Convention Dinner of the Disciples of Christ His-
torical Society. DISCIPLIANA is publishing the address by Perry E. Gresham entitled "Heroes of
the Faith." Please turn to page 38 of this issue.

Papers, scrapbooks, correspondence and memorabilia having to do with the fifty-
one year ministry of Howard Thomas Wood have been given to the Society by Dr.
and Mrs. Wood. Dr. Wood retired on October 31 after a thirty-one year ministry
at Lindenwood Christian Church, Memphis, Tennessee where a great “Appreciation
Service” in honor of Dr. and Mrs. Wood was held on Sunday afternoon, October 27.
Willis R. Jones represented the Society in the Service. A display of the Wood ma-
terials will be prepared later this year for placement in the DCHS Museum.




