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THE GENESIS OF WORLD CA.LL:
HERITAGE OF A TIME OF CHANGE

By MARVIN D. WILLIAMS, JR.

The union of five competitive magazines
in January 1919 to form the journal known
as Warld Call was one of the signal mani-
festations of the spirit of cooperation which
also gave rise to the joining of six major
brotherhood agencies into one United Chris-
tian Missionary Society. For the Disciples
of Christ, the period of 1910 to 1919 was
the decade of unification.

The Drive for Unification

The call of Disciples across the country
and around the world was for unification
and cooperation in organization and related
matters.

The year 1910, of course, marks the be-
ginning of the ecumenical era since it was
in that year that the first recognized mani-
festation of the ecumenical movement, the
World Missionary Conference was held in
Edinburgh.

Disciples of

Christ  were  de-

veloping a desire

for closer coopera-

tion abo ut the

same time. The

Christian Woman's

Board of Missions

and the. Foreign

Christian  Mission-

ary Society which

had been working

side by side in

India since 1882 had recently established
one advisory committee on the field, one

treasurer, and one annual convention. In
1916 the two societies agreed to work
together in  Nantungchow, China, with

union direction of the mission by commit-
tees in America and on the field. In 1917
practically the same plan was endorsed for
the whole field of Africa. As observed at
the time, "more and more this co-operation
has proven a joy to the missionaries on the
field and a source of satisfaction to the

Boards and constituency at home."

At home Disciples were learning to work
together too. The Men and Millions Move-
ment, launched in 1913, gave momentum
to the drive for unification by showing the
churches just what could be accomplished
through closer cooperation.  Seven major
agencies and almost all brotherhood colleges
joined forces to enlist one thousand men
and women for Christian service at home
and abroad and to raise six million dollars
for missions, benevolence, and education, an
achievement unequaled by any other re-
ligious body up to that time. "The working
together, for four years, of our missionary
and benevolent agencies, increased the de-
sire for a United Society. This experience
also proved that it was possible and prac-
tical to do effective united work."

It was through this growing experience of
the advantages of cooperation over the dis-
advantages of needless competition that led
in 1918 to the merger of six major agencies
of the Christian Church to create a United
Christian Missionary Society to handle mis-
sions, benevolence, ministerial relief, and
church extension.

Confusion of Many Voices

In 1913 when the subject of a joint mag-
azine was suggested, the conscientious pastor
who wanted to keep abreast of the co-
operative work of his church had to read
and digest five different journals with a
monthly average of over one hundred pages.

After the launching of the Men and Mil-
lions Movement, the National Secretaries’ As-
sociation appointed a committee to inquire
into the feasibility of a joint missionary
magazine to take the place of all those be-

ing published. This Magazine Committee
recommended the publication of such a
united journal and cited as reasons the

widespread demand for the publication and
anticipated economy in operation.
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Participating in these discussions were the
Board of Ministerial Relief, American
Christian Missionary Society, Foreign Chris-
tian Missionary Society, Board of Church
Extension, National Benevolent Association,
American Temperance Board, Christian
Woman’s Board of Missions, and Brother-
hood Movement.

Later meetings in 1913 proceeded to
make definite plans for the publication, in-
cluding such details as name (Christian
Tidings), editor (Alva W. Taylor), place
and date of first issue (Indianapolis, Octo-
ber 1913). All the major agencies agreed
to the proposal except for the Christian
Woman’s Board of Mission, which voted at
its Autumn meeting to table the matter.

The oldest, most influential, and most
widely read of the five journals which joined
to form World Call was the Christian Wo-
man’s Board of Missions” Missionary Tidings,
published in Indianapolis with Mrs. Effie L.
Cunningham as editor. The monthly pub-
lished since May 1883 had a mailing list
by 1918 of 54,019. Clearly the Missionary
Tidings had the most to contribute to the
joint magazine and also the most to lose.
In 1913 the women were not ready to enter
into the project.

The Missionary
Intelligencer, edi-
ted by the patron
saint of Disciples
missions Archibald
McLean, was the
monthly organ of
the Foreign Chris-
tian Missionary
Society with head-
quarters in Cincin-
nati. First issued
in 1887, the Intel-
ligencer was second only in importance to
the Tidings.

The Board of Church Extension’s bi-
monthly Business in Christianity was edited
by G. W. Muckley and John H. Booth, the
Board’s secretaries. The first of its 144
issues appeared in October 1893. It was
published in Kansas City.

The Christian Philanthropist, successor to
The Orphan’s Cry, a monthly publication of
the National Benevolent Association of the
Christian Church was edited by James H.
Mohorter and Mrs. J. K. Hansbrough. The
first issue appeared in 1894. Circulation of
the St. Louis based magazine fluctuated be-
tween 12,500 and 18,000.

The youngest of the journals was the
monthly American Home Missionary pub-
lished by the American Christian Missionary
Society in the interest of home missions.
Only started in January 1895 in Cincinnati,
this was edited by F. W. Burnham, Grant K.
Lewis, and Robert M. Hopkins. One of its
greatest services to the brotherhood was
the annual Yearbook issue.

By 1918 these five journals had a com-
bined subscription roll of around 90,000.

All these magazines were openly promo-
tional. Each was published to attract sup-
port for the particular agency it represented.
By their emphasis on the work of their
society or board and relative silence on all
other efforts, they all left the impression
that their operation was more important
than any other. Confusion was caused by
so many voices, each speaking so loudly in
its own cause, and none really listening to
the others.

Journalistic Unification

While the Magazine Committee never
ceased its labors, the period 1913 to 1916
was mainly spent in discussion and negotia-
tion. When in 1916 the project was again
seriously considered, two factors were in its
favor. :

First of all, the various agencies had been
working together in the Men and Millions
Movement since 1913. More important,
however, organizational unification was on
the horizon.

As early as 1906 at the Buffalo conven-
tion a calendar committee had been ap-
pointed to look into the possibility of re-
arranging the schedule of mission and
benevolent offerings in order to reduce the
number of special days. The committee soon
decided that more was needed than just
rearrangement of the calendar.
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In 1909 a stand-
ing committee was
charged “to take
into serious consid-
eration the recon-
struction of our
organized mission-
ary and philan-
thropic work, with
a view to the pos-
sibility and advis-
ability of unifying
all the work under
one or two boards w1th central headquar-
ters.” Then in 1917 at the Kansas City con-
vention a resolution was passed requesting
the boards of the American Christian Mis-
sionary Society, Christian Woman’s Board of
Missions, and Foreign Christian Missionary
Society to study the feasibility and practi-
cability of merging their interests onto one
organization. In May 1918 the Joint Com-
mittee representing these agencies concluded
that unification was not only feasible but
highly desirable. When created by the
Cincinnati convention of 1919, the United
Christian Missionary Society included the
three general missionary societies as well
as the National Benevolent Association,
Board of Ministerial Relief, and Board of
Church Extension.

R L'gu" us

By 1916 the Magazine Committee rep-
resentatives seem to have achieved a con-
sensus that the joint magazine would be a
good thing. The drive for unification among
Disciples was too strong for the Tiding or
contentment with the status quo.

The committee was transformed into a
Publication Committee and proceeded to
make definite plans. The magazine would
be directed by a Publication Committee
composed of representatives of the spon-
soring agencies. Two agencies joined the
discussions: the Board of Education and the
Association for the Promotion of Christian
Unity.

The magazine would be managed by an
editor and an associate editor, one of whom
should be a woman. W. R. Warren, who
had patiently worked for a joint magazine

for years, was selected as its first editor and
Mrs. Effie L. Cunningham, formerly editor
of the influential Missionary Tidings was
named associate editor. Miss Daisy June
Trout was chosen circulation manager.
Headquarters would be in Indianapolis.

Publication was delayed several times:
first January 1918, then sometime in the
spring, and then October. It was January
1919 that finally saw the issuance of the
long awaited magazine.

More discussion seems to have gone into
the selection of a name than any other
single topic connected with the magazine.
Among the names considered were the
following: World Tidings, the Kingdom, the
Challenge, the Truth, the Task, the Voice,
the Whole World, Humanity, the Harbinger,
the Union, the Disciple, the Apostle, Chris-
tendom, the Evangel, the Call of the King-
dom, World Life, New Way, World Har-
binger, Day Spring, the Christian, and the
Christian Magazine.

In the first World Call editorial, its new
editor gave something of the significance
of the name finally selected. “This mag-

azine we believe to be here by God’s
appointment with the simple duty of making
known in word and photograph the reality,
scope and urgency of the world call and
the progress of Christian forces in answer-
ing the call.”

The appearance
of the first issue of
World Call in
January 1919 sig-
naled the begin-
ning of a new era
in Disciple jour-
nalism. The format
was revolutionary
enough, but even
more  important
was the basic con-
: cept underlying the
new magazine, Where there had been a con-
fusion of voices before, there was now one
clear voice speaking for united missionary,
benevolent, and educational causes of the
Disciples of Christ. Where there had been
promotion before, there was now promotion
through information.
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W. R. Warren had guided the magazine
to this editorial stance. He believed from
the start that the success of a united mag-
azine would depend upon its presentation of
facts in such a way that Disciples would be
informed and stirred to action. As he
stated in December 1918, “The business of
the magazine will be to present facts and
let them make their own appeal.”

When Warren assumed the editorship, he
had no intention of becoming a supersales-
man for the boards. He wanted to be
editor, with the right to sift and weigh news
and then present it intelligently and at-
tractively to the readers.

Sources of Tension

Some of the tension which delayed pub-
lication of World Call for six years, soon be-
gan to reveal themselves once more. The
sources of these tensions deserve some
notice.

First of all, there was the tension between
promotion and information as exemplified,
respectively, in the five predecessor maga-
zines and World Call. All editors since
W. R. Warren have adhered to World Call’s
commitment to present the facts in such a
way that Disciples would be informed and
stirred to action.

Editors during World Call’s
First Fifty Years

W. R. Warren, January 1919-Septem-
ber 1929

Bess White Cochran, October 1929-
June 1932

Harold E. Fey, July 1932-February
1935

George Walker Buckner, March 1935-
June 1961

Samuel F. Pugh, July 1961-

W. R. Warren

A second source of tension was between
unification and disunity. Several agencies
which were at one time part of the United
Christian Missionary Society have since
withdrawn and assumed separate existence.
Three of the bodies which merged in 1919
to form the United Society have gained in-
dependence. These boards with dates of
withdrawal are the Pension Fund (1928),
National Benevolent Association (1933),
and Board of Church Extension (1934).
The Board of High Education joined the
United Society in 1934 but left in 1938.

Tensions arising from both these sources
have prompted all but one of the agencies
now on the World Call Publication Com-
mittee to publish at some time or other.
Among these journals and sponsoring
agencies are the Pension Fund Bulletin
(1933-), Values (Board of Higher Edu-
cation, 1943-48), Leaven (United Christian
Missionary Society, 1948-1968), Mid-Stream
and News on Christian Unity, familiarly
known as Beazley Buzz (Council on Chris-
tian Unity, 1961-), not to forget a quarterly
called Discreriana (Disciples of Christ His-
torical Society, 1941-).
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The folksy NBA
Family Talk is per-
haps most instruc-
tive. Family Talk
began publication
in 1936 just three
years after the Na-
tional Benevolent
Association  with-
drew from the
United  Christian
Missionary Society.
NBA Family Talk

serves some of the same functions that The

Christian Philanthropist did in its day.

World Call was born to be the united
magazine for mission, benevolence, and
educational causes of the Disciples of
Christ. World Call was created in and has
experienced and reflected the tensions of
brotherhood life in its fifty year span.

In an era of restructure and emerging
structure, when the agencies are being
drawn closer together and becoming more
responsible to the churches, World Call may
face its greatest challenge and greatest op-
portunity.

DCHS President-Curator
Receives Historic Materials
in Fredericksburg, Virginia

E. Elwood Campbell, pastor of the First Chris-
tian Church of Fredericksburg, Virginia, and
Willis R. Jones look at a handsome leather
bound Bible used by Alexander Campbell when
he visited the Fredericksburg church in 1856,
one of five visits he made to this historic
church. The Bible and a five piece set of
nineteenth century silver communion ware used
by the church across a long span of its history
were presented to Dr. Jones for permanent
placement in the Historical Society on Sunday
morning, April 20 in a special ceremony during
the morning worship hour. The chaste and beauti-
fully designed communion set—consisting of two
single cups, two bread plates and a tall pitcher
—is the most complete set ever received by the
Society. The Bible and communion set are now
on exhibit in the Society museum.

The Disciples of Christ Historical
Society will honor the memory and
the career of the late W. E. Garrison
at its Annual Assembly Dinner to be
held in Seattle on Monday evening,
August 18. Three persons who were
long-time friends of Dr. Garrison will
speak on the general theme—W. E.
Garrison as I knew him. The three
are Robert A. Thomas, pastor of the
University Christian Church, Seattle;

SEATTLE DINNER IN REMEMBRANCE OF DR. GARRISON

Harold E. Fey, former editor of The
Christian Century, now emeritus pro-
fessor at Christian Theological Sem-
inary; and Willis R. Jones, president-
curator of the Disciples of Christ His-
torical Society. J. Robert Moffett,
minister of the First Christian Church
in Houston, Texas and Dr. Garrison’s
pastor at the time of his death, will
close the program with a prayer of
remembrance.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH BESS WHITE COCHRAN
EDITOR OF WORLD CALL, 1929-1932

By WILLIS R. JONES

Editorial Note: Bess White Cochran was associate editor of World Call from 1923 to 1929. In
October 1929 she became World Call’s second editor, succeeding the late W. R. Warren who left to

become Executive Vice-President of the Pension Fund. Mrs.

their home in Nashville.

Cochran and her husband Louis make

The Society is enormously proud of the fact that one of their reasons for

moving from Santa Monica, California to Nashville in 1965 was to be near the Disciples of Christ
Historical Society for purposes of research. They have just completed their history of the Campbell-Stone
movement which will be published this fall by Doubleday under the title Captives of the Word. Dr.
Cochran serves as a member of the Board of Trustees of the Disciples of Christ Historical Society.

Q—Bess, your career as a journalist, editor,
and writer is an interesting and successful
one, and it continues today at an exciting
clip. There is much about it that would in-
terest and delight the readers of DiscipLi-
ANA. But in my interview with you today 1
am narrowing the line. I want to deal especi-
ally with your years at World Call, first as
an Associate Editor and later as Editor.

Your nine years of association with World
Call came at a formative period in the life
of this magazine. It was in its infancy as a
confluence of five streams when you came
to it. You were a part of its period of
hardening into the journal we presently
recognize. You came between two distin-
guished editors, W. R. Warren and Harold
Fey. You were there long enough to leave
your personal impress, and recently as I
read the journal during the years of your
editorship 1 was charmed by your writing
style, and proud of your perceptive insights,
and greatly warmed by the human interest
which you seemed always to discover and
to lay bare in your articles.

You were privileged to be closely associ-
ated with one of the great figures in the
history of the brotherhood W. R. Warren. If
one begins at the beginning in his study of
World Call, he begins with W. R. Warren.
Here in our interview let’s begin with Dr.
Warren. What manner of man was he?
Why was he chosen as editor? What was
his unique contribution?

A—I am not certain why W. R. Warren was
chosen editor of World Call at its founding,
but it was a providential choice and may

The famed White sisters of Memphis, daughters
of Dr. and Mrs. Walter M. White at the time
of Dr. White's ministry at Linden Avenue (now
Lindenwood) Christian Church and about the
time Bess was called from her position on the
Memphis Commercial Appeal to join the staff
of World Call. Front row, left to right: Bess
(Mrs. Louis Cochran); Frances, Nashville rep-
resentative of Mutual Benefit Life Insurance
Company and one-time admissions counsellor
for Christian College. Top row, left to right:
Adele (Mrs. John Paul Pack) of Los Angeles;
Jane (Mrs. Russell Persing) of Clyde, Ohio;
and Xina, now deceased, (Mrs. Frank Hannah)
of Johnson City, Tennessee.

have been divinely directed. He had many
of the qualities which make for a good
editor—a fine command of language, a
sensitivity to literary style, an insight into
a news item’s significance, an objective
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viewpoint. In addition he possessed an
analytical mind that clarified many emotion
charged moments during those early forma-
tive days in the United Society. Personally
he was a loveable, kindly man; he was tall,
with a rugged, somewhat handsome face,
and was never too busy to counsel with any
of his associates, many of whom regularly
sought his judgment. He had a retiring
manner, half shy, and a slight hesitancy in
his speech. This gave the impression of
diffidence, but he was firm in his convictions
and his judgments, and the stamp of his
personality is still on World| Call. He
shaped its physical form, which!has varied
little, and set the tone of its editorial policy
in a statement he coined which was carried
for years on its masthead—“To inform those
who are interested; to interest those who
ought to be informed”—a statement that
reflects the detached yet involved view the
paper endeavored to maintain.

Q—There were other persons of importance
who were related to World Call in the years
of your affiliation. I think of your immedi-
ate predecessors as associate editors, Mrs.
Esther Treudley Bowman and her sister
Mary Bosworth Treudley. These distin-
guished sisters are persons of unique interest
to me because during fwe years of my
residence in Hiram I lived in the Treudley
House which carried that name because it
was the home of this brilliant Treudley
family whose many associations with the
college are warmly and appreciatively re-
membered. Perhaps the influence of these
two eminent predecessors is not so well
remembered by Disciples as it ought to be.
I think you would be adding to the record
if you could comment on their influence on
you and the journal itself.

A—I knew Esther Bowman only slightly and
never met Mary Treudley, her sister. Miss
Treudley was my immediate predecessor and
left before I arrived and never made a
return visit. But Mrs. Bowman was in the
office several times, chiefly on her return
to America from her frequent trips around
the world with her husband. On one of the
visits, I remember, she was somewhat dis-
enchanted with what she had observed on

the mission fields she had visited, and I
marvelled at her temerity in voicing her
opinion to the Executive Committee. At the
time I was in awe of such dignitaries; they
were all much older than either of us and
seemed to speak with an authority which
invited no questioning. What I did not
realize was that they were following tried
and tested methods of conducting the work,
methods which were only just beginning to
feel the winds of change which today have
brought about radical departures from the
old ways.

Q—For many years Rose Stephens Rains,
widow of the famed F. M. Rains, was an
editorial assistant at World Call. She came
before you arrived and she remained some
years after your departure. Her eminent
husband was, of course, one of the towering
figures of his time. I don’t think many
Disciples realize the contribution this widow
of the great Disciple made to the move-
ment. Perhaps you, more than anyone

Rose Stephens Rains
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among us, can properly evaluate her con-
tribution.

A—Mrs. Rains was a woman of pure gold.
She was a pretty person, although she was
well into middle age when I first knew her,
with fluffy, white hair and enormous blue
eyes, and a pleasant manner. She was one
of the best informed people in the entire
United Society family; she had travelled
the world over with her husband F. M.
Rains, and she knew personally every mis-
sionary in the field at that time. She was
not an assertive person, however, and rarely
expressed herself in a group, but the people
in the foreign department consulted her
frequently. She was excellent at detail work
and made a capable office editor, attending
to the confusing amount of minutia required
in putting out the magazine.

Q—I have just completed a rather careful re-
view of the early editions of World Call.
Those were great names that abounded in
the period of your relationship, and it was
exciting to discover on the pages of World
Call the efficient manner in which these
persons were brought to the readers. The
photography was superb, and I felt a fresh
impact of these great men and women upon
me personally as I saw their pictures on
the pages of World Call and read about
their achievements and encountered apprais-
als by you and other members of the staff.
You, in your exceedingly able presentations
of these figures on the pages of World Call,
helped the brotherhood know them better
and understand their thought and their
work. It seemed to me that you succeeded
in your difficult task of bringing a synthesis
to differing streams in Disciple life—mission-
ary—benevolence—church  extension—minis-
‘terial relief—Christian unity—education, et
al., by skillfully presenting the ideas and
issues through personalities. Since you came
to know so many of the persons, there may
be some for whom you would provide
special observations. Would you do so?

A—Yes, the leaders of the United Society at
that time were giants—or so it seemed to
my youthful eyes. Alexander Paul was the

most refreshing, and, perhaps, irreverent of
the lot. He was an Irishman with a strong
brogue and a devastating sense of humor;
nothing escaped him. In a way this was a
cover up, I discovered later, for the emo-
tional scars he still carried from his ex-
perience as a missionary in China, especially
the experience of distributing limited wheat
shipments, at the request of the Chinese
government, to starving villages. The agony
of having to decide which villages would
receive this aid, and which ones would be
condemned to starve never left him. John
Booth likewise had a happy attitude toward
himself and his work, as did H. O. Pritchard
and George Muckley. Mrs. Anna Atwater
was a loveable woman despite a rather
austere manner. J. H. Mohorter was less
affable than most of the men, although his
heart was big. Frederick W. Burnham, the
United Society’s first president, was able and
dedicated but more conscious of his dignity
than the others. He was one of the first
men I knew to wear a toupee. That was
before hair pieces were frankly worn. In
an effort to conceal the fact he wore one,
and to maintain his dignity, he went to some
laughable extremes. World Call owes a
lasting debt to H. B. Holloway who was
chairman of its Publication Committee for
years. His sagacious business sense guided
it through many financial crises, and the
paper depended on him to execute its con-
tracts for printing, buying of its paper stock,
and other business details.

Q—We live now in a different age than the
one during your editorship. Many of us
have traveled to far countries, and all of
us have felt close to the outlying sectors of
the world through television and the fact
of mass media reporting. I felt on the
pages of World Call during your editorship
the aura of excitement and the contagion of
a fresh discovery of the nature of faraway
places. 1 could understand how readers of
World Call were inspired to support the
cause and sometimes were moved to put
their lives into the cause of the mission pro-
gram. Don’t you feel that you had a sup-
porting resource to your efforts in those
early days that is sadly lacking and even
seriously diminishing in our time?
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Editors of Disciples journals meet during the

1928 International Convention in Columbus,
Ohio. Front row, left to right: Edwin Errett,
Christian Standard; Bess Robbins White (Mrs.
Louis Cochran), World Call; B. A. Abbott,
Christian-Evangelist. Back row, left to right:
Hugh B. Kilgour, Canadian Disciple; Orrin T.
Anderson, Front Rank; Willard Shelton, Chris-
tian-Evangelist; Joseph Myers, The Christian
(Kansas City, Missouri), and Guy P. Leavitt,
The Lookout.

A—If I imparted to the pages of World Call
a romantic interest in faraway places, it was
because mission fields were still far away,
and about them hovered an aura of mystery
which has now been dispelled. Today there
are no faraway places and no mystery
about anything, unless it is why these once
“benighted lands with people sitting in
darkness,” (now more realistically recog-
nized as underprivileged nations, recipients
of our foreign aid program as well as our
missionary endeavors) all seem to intensely
dislike us. In view of this situation it is
much more difficult to stimulate emotional
involvement in missionary work than it was
formerly; we approach it now with our head
more than with our heart; and facts cold
and hard and in a way dull have replaced
the old fervor of appeal.

Q—I suppose one needs to go back to the

early pages of World Call to actually realize
to its full degree the different world in which
you lived and served in your association
with the magazine. Turning the pages for
1919 I encountered a predominance of war
time scenes, saw pictures of men like Bob
Hopkins in uniform, and felt the impact of
World War 1. Before long the crash of
October 1929 (the very month you became
editor) and its terrible aftermath of depres-
sion fell upon the pages of World Call as
a heavy shadow. We were not troubled by
the problems of affluence in your day as
editor. I think some flint and fiber came
into the character of people who battled the
depression. How would you describe the
difference in the problems you found as
editor and those faced by the current editor?

A—The two major forces that played on
World Call during the time I was with the
paper were the Depression and the attacks
of the Christian Standard and other conser-
vative segments on the United Society. I
became editor in 1929, the year of the
crash, and the battle for financial survival
continued from then on. World Call had
never been self-supporting, nor was it ex-
pected to be, but its current deficits had
been met up to that time by the United
Society and the other agencies it represented
without complaint. But now things
changed; every penny was squeezed, and
the subsidy for the paper was bemoaned. In
addition, subscribers fell away, hard pressed
themselves, and advertizers vanished. The
size of the paper was cut from 64 to 48
pages, and other expenses pared to the bone.
It survived by the grace of God. The con-
troversy over the missionary work affected
the morale of the paper more than it
influenced its policy. Mr. Warren had
avoided any entanglement in the bickering,
and I continued that policy, but our de-
tachment was a pose, and I am not sure
from this point in time it was wise. We
were part and parcel of the United Society,
sensitive to every blow it suffered, and time
and again we could have answered in kind
the attacks on its structure and its work.
Such replies would not only have added
zest to our pages, (as the attacks did to
the Christian Standard, materially increas-
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ing, I understand, its circulation during
that time), but would have helped clarify
the Society’s position. But we maintained
a tone of lofty detachment from the whole
business, only occasionally voicing a polite
rejoinder, and the United Society was forced
to seek other avenues for disclaiming the
charges against it. I mention this now only
because the basic role of a “house organ,”
such as World Call, the extent of its free-
dom, and the nature of its responsibility is
still not clearly defined. I am sure the
editors of World Call today are cognizant
of it and are placed in similar dilemmas.

Q—Each of the editors of World Call has
been a person of distinguished achievements:
W. R. Warren, Harold Fey, George Walker
Buckner, Sam Pugh, and indeed its one
woman editor Bess White Cochran. I was
charmed when I saw the picture which
appeared in the November 1923 issue of
World Call announcing your association

World Call editors George Walker Buckner
(1935-61) and Harold E. Fey (1932-35) en route
to Oxford, July 1937 to attend the Oxford
Conference on Life and Work.

with that journal. Already you had made
your impact in journalism as Women’s Edi-
tor of the Memphis Commercial Appeal.
Later, after your editorship of World Call
you were to make a continuing impact as a
leading administrator of the National Be-
nevolent Association and as creator of NBA
Family Talk. You were to write the charm-
ing book Without Halos and assist your
distinguished husband in his notable enter-
prise as author of The Fool of God, Rac-
coon John Smith, and now the popular
history of the Disciples movement under
assignment from Doubleday. I wish you
would report a bit on your career in the
literary field.

A—There is nothing unique about my career
that is not unique about anyone who has
followed where the finger of God directed,
either consciously or, as I did, unconsciously.
I wandered into a career of dealing with
the written word by accident, not deliber-
ately. The editor of the Memphis Press was
attracted by my editing of the yearbook
of the West Tennessee State Teachers Col-
lege during my senior year and asked me to
conduct for the paper an “Advice to the
Lovelorn” column and handle women’s
news. Because of my youth, he wanted me
to write under an assumed name. And al-
though I probably told everybody I knew
what I was doing, I created the name
Cynthia Grey for myself, a name that is
today still used by Scripps-Howard papers.
My lovelorn column grew to occupy a full
page of the paper—a forerunner of today’s
“Dear Abby.” From that position I moved
up the ladder a bit to become society editor
of the Memphis Commercial Appeal, at
that time the largest and most influential
newspaper in the South, and it was from
that dizzy social world I made the abrupt
switch to World Call.

There 1 was associate editor for seven
years, and upon Mr. Warren’s resignation to
go with the Pension Fund, I was named edi-
tor. When the National Benevolent Associa-
tion separated itself from the United Society
and needed a publicity director, I was called
to that position where I founded and edited
its paper NBA Family Talk. My marriage
to Louis Cochran and our move to Cali-
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fornia forced me to relinquish this work,
but did not free me from writing. I wrote
and had published several short stories and
one book Without Halos, and as Louis had
also been bitten by the “writing bug” and
had published seven books, we were soon
embarked on writing The Fool of God and
Raccoon John Smith. Now we have just
finished a history of the Campbellite move-
ment for Doubleday, which will be pub-
lished this fall as part of that publisher’s
“Religion in America Series.”

Thank you, Bess White Cochran, for this
hour spent in your charming living room
and devoted to a subject of such mutual in-
terest. The brotherhood of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) owes you a
deep debt of gratitude. DiscipLIANA salutes
you on your many achievements, especially
now upon your editorship of World Call.

Bess White Cochran

NEW LIFE MEMBERS

325. Nesbitt, Mrs. Nellie, Shreveport,
La. (given in her honor)
Spencer, Lt. Col. John O., Oxon
Hill, Md. (given in his honor)
Boise, Grant, Omaha, Neb.
(given in his honor)
328. Carpenter, Mrs. Glenn C., Mem-
phis, Tenn. (given in her honor)

326.

327.

NEW PARTICIPATING MEMBERS

Rech, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert F., Fort
Lauderdale, Fla.

NEW ANNUAL MEMBERS

Bradshaw, Mrs. William L., Colum-
bia, Mo.

*Grammer,
Iowa

Hensley, Wayne, Minneapolis, Minn.

Lemmon, Mrs. Hazel B., Lubbock,
Tex.

#*Membership established for church
historian

Mrs. Bessie, Liscomb,

Lemmon, Robert B., Lubbock, Tex.

Mallett, Mrs. Alene, Memphis, Tenn.

Morgan, Robert S., Alexandria, Va.

Nelson, Dr. Robert G., Indianapolis,
Ind.

Nelson, Mrs. Robert G., Indianapolis,
Ind.

Redford, Ramon N., Lynchburg, Va.

Shelton, Mrs. Gentry A., Fort Worth,
Tex.

Stephens, Mrs. Edythe, Paris, Ill.

Williams, W. Nat, Nashville, Tenn.

NEW STUDENT MEMBERS

Dillon, Miss Kathleen, Detroit, Mich.
French, Robert H., Palo Alto, Calif.
Kassebaum, Nick, Iowa City, Iowa
Rains, F. Marlon, High Ridge, Mo.
Rains, Paul D., High Ridge, Mo.
Shelton, William Allen, Fort Worth,
Tex.
Wood, James F., Milligan College,
Tenn.
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HAPPY MOMENTS IN DES MOINES AND ST. LOUIS

Loren E. Lair and G. Curtis Jones

Two DCHS trustees and two Disciple pastors ex-
perienced moments of pleasure and surprise in
ceremonies involving life memberships in the
Disciples of Christ Historical Society. Last
summer in University Christian Church, Des
Moines, G. Curtis Jones received a framed life
membership certificate from DCHS trustee Loren
E. Lair, executive minister of the lowa Society
of Christian Churches. Dr. Lair was not alone
representing the Society in the presentation,
but also a group of twenty-four Nashville

Walter F. MacGowan and Howard E. Short

friends of Dr. Jones who wished to honor him
for his help to the Society during his min-
istry in Nashville at the Vine Street Christian
Church. At Christmas time last year at the
Union Avenue Christian Church in St. Louis,
Walter F. MacGowan received a similar honor
from his local church member Howard E. Short,
DCHS trustee and editor of The Christian.
Dr. Short represented a group of twenty persons
in his church who chose this manner to show
their appreciation of their minister.

Editorial . . .
(continued from page 22)

helping all of us learn the facts about our-
selves. Thank you too, for your tribute to
World Call and its fifty years of sharing the
immediate story of the brotherhood month
after month.

Milligan College Librarian
Becomes DCHS Life Member

Claude E. Spencer (right), curator emeritus of
the Disciples of Christ Historical Society, pre-
sents to John W. Neth (center) his DCHS Life
Membership certificate during sessions last sum-
mer of the North American Christian Conven-
tion in Cincinnati. Joseph H. Dampier, dean
of Emmanuel School of Religion, looks on as
his colleague receives his certificate. Mr. Neth
is librarian for Milligan College and Emmanuel
School of Religion. He recently participated on

the program of one of the sessions of the Fourth
Annual Series of Forrest F. Reed Lectures.




