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WILLIS R. JONES FROM A CONSERVATIVE PERSPECTIVE

By DAVID EDWIN HARRELL, JR.

Editorial Note: ~ Dr. Harrell is Associate
of Quest for a Christian America, published
and a member of its Board of Trustees.

The serious student of the restoration
movement, whatever his theological posture,
must ultimately wend his way to the Dis-
ciples of Christ Historical Society. In the
past several decades scores of young con-
servative scholars have undertaken the pil-
grimage with considerable trepidation. They
have left the Society with a feeling of warm
gratitude for the professional and personal
hospitality of the staff of the Society. Dr.
Willis R. Jones has been a major part of
this mood of hospitality. His personal at-
tentiveness and profuse graciousness have
made the most apprehensive visitor conscious
that the Disciples of Christ Historical So-
ciety intends to serve the interests of his-
torians from churches of Christ, as well as
all of the other segments of the movement.

Dr. Harrell in quest of research materials in the
stacks of the DCHS library while working on his
book, Quest for a Christian America. The book
was largely written in one of the study carrels
of the Phillips Memorial and later published by
DCHS.

Professor of History at the University
by DCHS

He is author
of the Society

of Georgia.

in 1965, a Life Patron Member

I was honored in 1966 to be invited by
the Society to speak on the Reed Lecture
program as a member of the churches of
Christ. But more impressive to me than
the invitation was the reception of the
address by Willis R. Jones and the other
officers of the Society. The address was
hardly conciliatory but the reception was
enthusiastic. Dr. Jones convinced me that
he wanted our relationship to be one of
frankness, honesty and respect; and he con-
vinced me.that he believed that an historical
society of American Disciples must provide
a platform for conservative pronouncements
as well as liberal.

In fact, | have always felt, as | suspect
others have felt, that Willis Jones wanted
to do all he could for me, whatever our
differences might be. He is a big man; |
am proud of the personal part he played in
the publication of Quest for a Christian
America; and | am proud to have become
a member of the board of the Society during
his presidency. | know that his interest in
me has been more than personal, that it
has been symbolic of his respect for the
whole of the movement whose history has
been for him a way of life. We have
talked at length and with fervor about his
hope that the Society will always reflect
precisely that attitude.

I believe Willis R. Jones is a friend of
mine. It is a somewhat uncommon friend-
ship because we are very different kinds of
people-in  convictions, in temperament and
in style. But history has made us com-
patriots and he has been a great personal
help to me. He leaves behind a heritage
of understanding and appreciation of diver-
sity which has been the key to the success
of the Society as a scholarly institution. |
regret his retirement. For | have come to
respect Dr. Jones; in fact, | even like him.
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WILLIS R. JONES—CURATOR
By J. EDWARD MOSELEY

Editorial Note: Dr. Moseley, Disciple historian and free lance writer, is one of the founding members

of the Disciples of Christ Historical Society, served as its first President,
Dr. Moseley is DCHS Life Member Number 4, and Life Patron

Chairman of the Board of Trustees.
Member Number 4.

The towering figure of Willis R. Jones
has been a welcome sight at many doors
in search of the historical materials of
individuals, congregations, colleges and
other church-related institutions, and ad-
ministrative units of the church. This in-
curable disposition toward collecting histor-
ical materials he acquired while growing up
in the parsonage.

I am one of the fortunate collectors of
historical materials who was privileged to
visit the study of his father, the late Edgar
DeWitt Jones, at Pleasant Ridge, Michigan,
before most of the materials of his long
ministry were removed. During the visit
in the home, where Mrs. Jones still resided,
I had a never-to-be-forgotten experience. I
perused files of correspondence, looked at
and handled scrap books of priceless Dis-
cipliana, and some of the memorabilia that
even then, more than two years after the
death of Dr. Jones, almost covered desk,
cabinets, walls, and filing cases.

Unfortunately, no tape recording was
made of the conversation I had that winter
afternoon with Willis, his mother, two
brothers, and one sister (another sister was
unable to be present). The significance of
the visit was the decision of the family that
the Edgar DeWitt Jones papers properly be-
longed for permanent preservation in the
Disciples of Christ Historical Society’s
Thomas W. Phillips Memorial in Nashville,
Tennessee. The fact that the Jones materials
are in the DCHS repository has subsequently
brought it additional gifts of historical
papers of sizable proportions.

Willis Jones began collecting historical
materials for DCHS with enthusiasm. I
shared his initial effort because I had been
engaged in acquiring such materials since
1941 when DCHS was organized. It hap-
pened in 1959 after he had accepted the

1941-1946, and later as

An historic presentation. At Detroit's Central
Woodward Church in 1958 Dr. Moseley, right,
presents to Willis Jones and his mother the
citation posthumously awarded by the Society's
board of trustees in honor of Dr. Edgar DeWitt
Jones.

presidency of DCHS, but before he moved
to Nashville from Hiram, Ohio. The place
was the rural mansion of the late Judge
Frederick A. Henry, near Aurora, a few
miles from Hiram. The Judge’s generous
son, Charles A. Henry, had invited us to
search for materials we wanted in the li-
brary of the house, then occupied by new
owners.

On the fourth floor, the library had built-
in bookshelves all the way to the ceiling.
Wearing old clothes, we went to work
eagerly. We chose scores of books from
hundreds, including old volumes of Who's
Who in America, valuable for collateral
reference. We stacked the volumes, put
them in boxes, and eventually Willis
brought more boxes for our use. Each of
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In the nether world of the Phillips Memorial
Curator Jones delves into the materials that
came to DCHS as a bequest in the will of the
late Dr. William M. Hardy. The name "Hardy"
can be discerned printed on the front of the
trunk which holds some of these materials, the
trunk itself having travelled with the Hardys
on their missionary journeys into China and
Tibet.

us struggled down the precarious flights of
stairs with the boxes and packed them in
the Jones auto. We climbed those steep
stairs time and again. When we had finished
our task of several hours, we decided it
would have been easier to have built a
chute to slide the books down to the yard!

Exhausted by our chore, we were also
dirty and hungry. We stopped at a gas
station to wash, then drove to a nearby
restaurant. We ate heartily with ravenous
appetites—I know, because 1 paid for our
lunches! He thus passed the initial test of
collecting historical items—an inordinate
capacity for hard work.

Tiring but delightful, acquiring historical
materials of and about Disciples of Christ is
indeed exciting. There is always the pos-
sibility, in going through a mass of un-
known items, of deliberate or accidental

riches of serendipity! Willis Jones has
found this to be true time and again.

He has spent numerous days during the
last eleven years traveling thousands of
miles by auto to collect historical materials.
Arrival at the Phillips Memorial with a load
of valuable items was with a sense of
rejoicing and triumph. He has learned that
irreplaceable manuscripts and other ma-
terials are being destroyed every day—by
fire, water, insects, as well as through igno-
rance and indifference. Unfortunately, much
of this material, rescued by Dr. Jones, is
not yet processed or catalogued because of
a DCHS staff shortage due to inadequate
operating funds.

Much of the tons of materials received
at DCHS during the Jones administration
was relinquished by its owners after frequent
and persuasive overtures. These items have
come by gift and transfer, occasionally by
exchange, from individuals, congregations,
agencies, and institutions. These scores of
gifts reveal an enormous and growing ap-
preciation of DCHS by its generous friends
and the continuing efforts of its staff,
trustees, and other friends to acquire and
preserve the treasures of our priceless heri-
tage before it is too late. Perhaps the prize
receptacle for materials given to DCHS was
a lard can used in 1967 for some periodicals!

These materials include books, periodicals,
pamphlets, reports, scrapbooks with their
higgledy-piggledy arrangements, broadsides,
programs, newspaper clippings, still photos,
audio-visual items, oral history taped inter-
views and addresses, museum articles, and
other memorabilia. Most significantly, how-
ever, are the manuscript materials, especi-
ally the letters, diaries, and sermons.

The Alexander Campbell primary source
materials, rediscovered in the trunk of an
Australian farm house, prove what Winifred
Buckner (Mrs. George Walker) once said:
“The most interesting pages of history are
frequently those which are never printed.”

The fascinating story has been related in
detail. Announcement of the discovering of
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a diary and other rare materials in Camp-
bell’s handwriting was made at the DCHS
dinner of 1964 in Detroit, Michigan (see
DiscrpLiaNa, Nov. 1964). The original
materials were presented to Hugh M. Riley,
serving as the DCHS representative at the
San Juan World Convention in 1965, and
are now permanently preserved at DCHS
(see DiscipLiaNa, Nov. 1965).

Historical scholarship is strengthened, too,
by additional manuscript materials received
by DCHS since 1959, most of it through
the hard work of Willis Jones. Besides the
Campbell and Edgar DeWitt Jones acquisi-
tions, other manuscript materials now con-
sidered of first-rank stature include those of
the following:

W. E. Garrison, D. Pat Henderson, Julia
Ann Barclay, Peter Ainslie, Herbert L.
Willett, Roger T. Nooe, Graham Frank,
Charles Reign Scoville, Cora Harris, Aaron
Prince Aten, Wm. Moore Hardy, W. R.
Warren, A. I. Myhr, Hampton Adams,
Henry S. Earl, Alva W. Taylor, F. E.
Davison, Charles M. Sharpe, F. W. Burn-
ham, Walter M. White, R. A. Long,
Howard Thomas Wood, Daniel C. Troxel,
Walter W. Sikes, and many others who,
unfortunately, cannot be listed here because
of space limitations.

There is a special delight in holding a
sheet of paper containing words written by
Barton W. Stone, A. McLean, or other
noted Disciples of past years. The inmost
spirit of a person is reflected by his letters
or his diary because they speak, unwatched,
from the heart. Human handwriting is
becoming more rare.

The uneven, barely legible flourishes, but
assertive calligraphy of men like Alexander
Campbell, George Hamilton Combs, Edgar
DeWitt Jones, and Roger T. Nooe is leg-
endary. There are many anecdotes about
the illegibility of their handwriting.

Nooe, for instance, once wrote a banker-
friend. Unable to read the letter, the
banker replied with some meaningless
scrawls of his own. Nooe, ever optimistic,

replied in turn that he was glad to accept
the invitation to spend a week as the
banker’s guest!

Like many other influential executives,
Willis R. Jones will leave an important
legacy when he retires. In his case, it is a
rich lode of historical material not yet
exhausted. If the road to holiness means
passing through the world of action, then
Willis, curator and collector extraordinary,
is ready for his halo!

2* % 3

In an historic visit with Mrs. Peter
Ainslie and her son, Peter IV, on May
26 in the latter’s parsonage in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, where he serves
as pastor of the United Church of
Christ, Dr. and Mrs. Jones received
the second installment of the Peter
Ainslie papers—a veritable treasure-
trove of correspondence, original
manuscripts, and memorabilia. The
first installment was received on No-
vember 9, 1967, and reported in Dis-
CIPLIANA January, 1968.

Dr. Jones, with the card catalogue files of
DCHS in the background, looks over a portion
of the collection of papers, books, and memo-
rabilia which came to the Society from the
W. E. Garrison estate.
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Bethany College Photo

Dr. Jones as photographed at Bethany College—during the time of his Oreon E. Scott lectures,
April, 1970—in animated discussion of the Bogle portrait of Alexander Campbell, the college's
handsome new acquisition from the Hal Watson estate. [See Discipliana, special Campbell Portrait
Issue, Winter, 1970, page 8.]

Let me first announce the subject of my lectures and then hasten to an apologetic.

The subject for both lectures is “The Pastoral Ministries of Edgar DeWitt Jones
and Roger T. Nooe.” My imaginative procedure in identifying the two presenta-
tions is to call the first, Part One, and the second, Part Two. That division may
sound like a lazy man’s way of avoiding the task of apt title making, and perhaps
it is. But the reason is even more honest than that. I have but one subject. It
comes in two installments.

And now for the apologetic. I need none to support the fact that what I deal
with emerges in part at least from the great repository of Disciple materials on
file at the Historical Society in Nashville. I suspect I was asked to come at all
because T am keeper of the records, and because it could be assumed that what I
would say would emanate from somewhere down among the fabled entries of that
repository. And it does. In the matter of personal papers, sermons, tapes, mem-
orabilia, two of the greatest collections we have are the Jones and Nooe materials.

From: Willis R. Jones, Oreon E. Scott Lectures, Bethany College, April 7, 1970.
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EDITOR JONES
By HOWARD E. SHORT

Editorial Note: Dr. Short has been Editor of The Christian since 1958 and before that was Professor of
Church History at the College of the Bible (now Lexington Theological Seminary). Dr. Short first
came on the Board of the Society in 1955 and has served on the Executive Committee since 1960.

Willis R. Jones wears the hyphenated
title president-curator but these two words
hardly cover the range of activities and
responsibilities which the Society has as-
signed to him. As a member of the Board
for many years, 1 have observed him doing
a lot of things which would hardly be
imagined under the dignified double title.
He has done them all well.

The job of editor is dignified enough, I
may surely be allowed to say, but probably
neither the general public, the board of
trustees nor Dr. Jones would have thought
of it as a primary task when he came to
his position. Yet, it has consumed a con-
siderable amount of his time and it has
produced materials that have brought pride
and deserved honor to the Society.

Moreover, the president-curator as editor
has been called upon to play a dual role.
He has been editor-in-chief of the Society’s
quarterly magazine, DiscrpLiaNa, and also
editor of the Society’s occasional publishing
enterprises.

Printed materials which properly may be
expected to come from an historical society
are most often of a specialized nature, not
calculated to pay for themselves, much less
show a profit. Like the building and the
whole organization they are created for
service; and although some of the things
accomplished are of first-rate significance
and may set the tone of future thought
and action, the executive charged with the
production of materials is often called upon
to raise the money to do the job.

The Society has produced a variety of
brochures, pamphlets and the Footnotes to
Disciple History through the years. While
continuing these Dr. Jones has been called
upon to be virtually the editor and publisher
of several significant books in the field of
American church history including the Reed
Lectures, the new series endowed by For-
rest Reed. Already four volumes have re-

sulted from this source. In each instance
Willis rides herd on the project from the
time the lecturer delivers the manuscript into
his hands until the galleys are read, the
proof pages OKed, the bound volumes de-
livered, the advertising circulars are written
and distributed and the money is collected!

As an editor he is no mean director of
marketing. When Christmas comes around
he packages the newest volume with all the
former ones and offers a deal that a few
people cannot resist. (If he could have
come up with something a lot of people
could not resist, we would not have per-
mitted him to retire at this young age!)

The other publishing venture that de-
serves special mention is David Edwin
Harrell's Quest For a Christian America,
in 1966. This study “of what Disciples
thought and did on social subjects,” to use
the author’s words, has brought prestige
to the Society, both from its content and

Editor Short and Editor Jones in conversation in
the forecourt of the Thomas W. Phillips Me-
morial. Dr. Short has served on the DCHS ex-
ecutive committee throughout ten of the eleven
years of the Jones presidency.
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I was all but adopted into the Jones family when I lived in Detroit. After Elsie’s
death, Glen and I spent all holidays at the comfortable home of Dr. and Mrs. Edgar
DeWitt Jones. Willis and I became brothers. We were both academic men. He
was at Hiram and I soon moved to Bethany.

When Willis asked me about the Historical Society presidency I said, “Willis,
this is an area in which you are a born natural. The Society at this moment has a
beautiful building and a modest collection of books but no general support. It is
like a handsome new Cadillac with no gasoline.

“Your talent, in promotion, your unusual ability to work with people, your un-
failing loyalty and your stature with the brotherhood make you the one man able
to provide the support which the Historical Society so desperately needs.”

Willis and Evelyn thought it over and decided to go.

It was a great day for the founding heroes of our brotherhood as well as for
those of us who are attempting to carry on their tradition. The progress of the
Historical Society in the Willis Jones years is the story of a new Cadillac with a

whole filling station now available.

PERRY E. GRESHAM, President
Bethany College
Bethany, West Virginia

EDITOR JONES (cont.)

from the standing of its author as an his-
torian in state universities. It is my conclu-
sion that if Dr. Jones had not been as
diligent as he was in pursuing the subject,
the Society would not have become the
publisher.

Whatever the importance of supervising
these occasional publications, it has been
to his regular role as editor-in-chief of
DiscipLiaNA that he has brought the great-
est enthusiasm and the expertness born of
his past editorial experience through the
years of producing materials in the field of
higher education. The Society has long
dreamed of having funds to publish a
scholarly quarterly and at the same time
continue DiscipLiaNA for its primary pur-
pose of furnishing acquisition lists, biblio-
graphical materials, and general news of
value to research specialists. That affluent
day not having arrived during his term
of office, Dr. Jones—an expert at making
do—has gradually developed DiscipLiana
to fulfill as nearly as possible the dual func-
tion of a quarterly journal and of a research

tool for scholars. To this end he has
changed and improved the format of the
magazine, made new and imaginative use of
pictures, recruited two regular contributing
editors from the ranks of DCHS trustees,
and continually inspired sometimes reluctant
writers to supply a broad variety of articles
of both general and scholarly interest.

But whether editor or publisher, presi-
dent or curator, advertising manager or
watcher-out for the air conditioning and
cooling apparatus, Willis Jones is a leader
that we shall miss. And we still haven’t
said quite enough. He is also a writer.
Speaking from experience, I know that an
editor gets a lot of his own words into
his publication, whether he gets a by-line
or not. In editing DiscrpLiana, Dr. Jones
has turned many a phrase, and produced
many a paragraph. His usage of the
English language before an audience is of
excellent quality and we are fortunate that
some of it, at least, has found permanent
form in our journal.

* #* *
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WILLIS R. JONES—ADMINISTRATOR
By FORREST F. REED

Editorial Note: Mr. Reed, Nashville layman, was President of the Tennessee Book Company until his

retirement in 1966. He was elected to the Board of Trustees in 1954, and

was Chairman from 1962-

1966. He was Chairman of the Nashville Planning Committee that raised the funds to bring DCHS to

Nashville in 1952.

The success of the tenure of Dr. Willis
R. Jones as president of the Disciples of
Christ Historical Society can nowhere be
better measured than in the steady growth
of the financial support of the Society
during his eleven-year administration.

In the spring of 1952 when the Society set
up its permanent headquarters in Nashville,
its principal basis of support was the fifty-
five thousand dollars raised by the Nash-
ville Planning Committee, payable over a
five-year period, and the generosity of the

Joint  University Libraries of Nashville
which furnished free quarters for the
Society collection for five years. It was

In 1964 he established the Forrest F. Reed Lectureship.

in this period that the Thomas W. Phillips
family, headed by B. D. Phillips, offered to
provide the money for a handsome build-
ing as a memorial to their father. This
building, costing more than a million dollars,
was completed and dedicated in 1958.

When Dr. Jones came into the newly
created office of executive president on
August 1, 1959, the problem then faced
by the Society was to secure the support
of the work for which the Society was
established, plus the newly assumed obliga-
tion of proper maintenance of the superb
Phillips Memorial. The support being
received from Unified Promotion was in-

Forrest F. Reed, left, and Dr. Jones receive an historic check from J. Edward Moseley in 1961.
The check was the first placed in the newly established Disciples of Christ Historical Foundation
and was given by the Moseley family to start the first named fund in the foundation in honor
of their father and mother.
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sufficient for adequate operation of the
Society’s program. One of the first actions
of Dr. Jones, along with members of the
executive committee of the board, was to
make arrangements with the First American
National Bank for loans up to fifty thousand
dollars if necessary. The indebtedness was
consolidated and enough money was bor-
rowed to take care of all amounts due. This
indebtedness, having reached a total of
forty-five thousand dollars, did not go
higher.

The Historical Society under the leader-
ship of Dr. Jones then began the drive to
get individual contributions and to increase
the support of Unified Promotion to the
point that the budget could be balanced
and the indebtedness paid.

We are happy to say in gratitude to Dr.
Jones’ valuable leadership that the Histor-
ical Society has been able to carry on its
operations and balance the budget each
year, even while the budget itself was being
doubled in size. Also each year the old
indebtedness of forty-five thousand dollars
has been reduced and it will be paid
entirely this year of 1970. Yet, through-
out this period the Historical Society has
been forced to raise more than one-third
of its income in order to maintain its opera-
tion—something that no other agency in our
brotherhood has been required to do.

One of the most significant features in
the financial stability of the Society in the
years 1960-1970 has been its participation
in the brotherhood’s capital program the
“Decade of Decision.” The capital askings of
the other Disciple agencies were already
before the national reviewing board when
Dr. Jones began his administration in 1959,
However, the brotherhood leaders, moved
by the persuasive urging and the definitive
presentation of the DCHS president, were
generous in allowing the Society to partici-
pate in these capital funds. This participa-
tion, which has added $79,705 to DCHS
resources during the decade of the sixties
has taken care of the old operational debt,
principal and interest; the protective main-
tenance of both the building and its
machinery; a program of binding, lamina-

tion, microfilming, and purchase of biblio-
graphical tools, and library equipment.
Even though the Decade of Decision is
passed, the Society will continue to receive
funds from capital programs for years to
come.

There is a great deal more still to be
said for the financial operation. During the
Jones administration the Disciples of Christ
Historical Foundation was established; also
the Reed Lectures. These are capital trust
funds and represent a total of about
seventy thousand dollars. Other provisions
for the future are represented in known
bequests in several estates, one of the most
recent of which will represent a major
advance for the Society. Moreover, the
staff has been enlarged and the Society
is operated with competent assistance in
all fields. The Society is now one of the
seven major units of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) and has fulfilled in a
considerable measure the purpose for which
it was organized, namely to serve all
branches of the Restoration Movement—the
Disciples of Christ, the independent Chris-
tian Churches, and the Churches of Christ.

In addition to other resources noted
above, Dr. Jones has successfully solicited
contributions from foundations and in-
dividual donors. Special gifts from Trustees
amounted to fifteen thousand dollars in
1960. Another principal source of support
solicited by Dr. Jones comes from member-
ships. Life Memberships of one hundred
dollars each have totaled thirty one thou-
sand nine hundred dollars. Life Patron
Memberships of one thousand dollars each
have amounted to twenty-eight thousand
dollars. The regular memberships of five
dollars a year have also been a constant
source of support. Some of the contributions
have been designated for operation while
many others, particularly Life Patron Mem-
berships, have been contributed to the
Disciples of Christ Historical Foundation.
This fund is held in trust and only the
income is used by the Society. All con-
tributions have been deeply appreciated by
members of the board of trustees and rep-
resent a fine tribute to the energy, foresight,
and administrative ability of Dr. Jones.
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Box Score of an Administrator, 1959-1970

ANNUAL BUDGET

1958-59 1969-70
$51,222 $101,958

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS

1941-1959 1959-1970
52 new members 319 new members
Total income received Total income received
$2,350 $31,900

(Membership $25 until 1950; $50 until late 1958; $100 since)

LIFE PATRON MEMBERSHIPS

($1000 each)

1941-1959 1959-1970
3 new members 28 new members
Total income received Total income received
$3,000 $28,000

GIFTS—INDIVIDUAL AND FOUNDATION FOR OPERATIONAL PURPOSES

1960-1970
$92,562
OPERATIONAL FUNDS PROJECT FUNDS CAPITAL FUNDS
1960-1970
$766,534 $89,956 $79,705

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST HISTORICAL FOUNDATION
(Established Nov. 22, 1961)
Current Assets .. ............. $55,626  Number of Donors .......... .. .. 500

Total income to date ......... $ 7,686 Number of Donations ............ 740
Number of Permanent and Open-ended Funds — 26
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QUOTATIONS FROM ADDRESSES
Willis R. Jones

“Flowers I leave you on the grass
All the flowers of love and memory
You will find them when you pass.”

It was a custom of a primative people who lived close to nature to leave a few flowers
along the trail and especially at the crossroads, to mark for those yet to come the pathway
they had taken.

Though the trail marks are not always so vivid, nor the custom so graciously con-
ceived, ours is always a journey eased and guided by the footfalls and the landmarks of
those who have gone before. Our decisions at the crossroads are to be our own but the
horizon is clearer and the decisions more intelligible because others have traveled this way
before.

This photograph of the newly elected officers of the DCHS board and members of the executive
committee was made in July, 1963. With the single exception of Dr. Moseley—now succeedad
by John E. Hurt—all are still serving on the executive committee, and their combined service
totals sixty-eight years. From left to right: William F. Greenwood, Howard E. Short, Forrest
F. Reed, Harry M. Davis, Roscoe M. Pierson, J. Edward Moseley, Hugh M. Riley. Other members
of the board of trustees who have served virtually throughout the eleven years of Dr. Jones'
presidency are: Robert W. Burns, Wilbur H. Cramblet, the late W. E. Garrison, Ronald E. Osborn,
Mrs. R. R. Renner, John Rogers, Henry K. Shaw, James B. Washburn, Eva Jean Wrather.
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It is never a matter of whether or not we are the recipients of the road signs and
markers, the heroics and the struggles, the wisdom and the discoveries of those who
have gone before. These are inescapably our heritage. The question is whether or not
we shall heed the lessons of heritage; and even more singularly, whether or not we will
receive them in grace and in gratitude.

From: "The Response of Gratitude,” Commission on Brotherhood Restruc-
ture, Cincinnati, July 8, 1966.

* * *
One comes to an assignment such as this one across a very special pathway. . . . . In
memory I have journeyed again the years. . . . . In preparation I have assembled in a

study carrel in the Historical Society in Nashville many of the materials, records, mem-
orabilia we have on this church and its antecedents. When I could, I have lived in
that wonderful world of Central Woodward, past and present, and there among the
mementos and under the spell of the memories, I have written this address. I was
reminded as I thought about this assignment and the history of this church of those lines
by the gifted American novelist, Thomas Wolfe, which he placed on the flyleaf of his
most important book, “Look Homeward Angel.” The words are these:

“We are the sum of all of the moments of
our lives. All that is ours is in them.
We cannot escape or conceal it.”

From: "Among the Mementos, and Under the Spell," address on Fortieth
Anniversary of the dedication of Central Woodward Christian Church,
Detroit, September 18, 1968.

In his hauntingly beautiful poem “By the Fireside,” autobiographical in content, Robert
Browning pays a sensitive tribute tc his wife, Elizabeth, for an act of unusual kindness—
self-initiated beyond the call of duty. Browning evaluates the incident with these words:

“Oh, the little more and how much it is.
The little less and what worlds away.”

These are not just clever and compelling lines taken casually out of context. They are
indigenous to the tough basic tissue of the poet’s philosophy of life. The idea of “the
little more” beats a repeating refrain throughout Browning’s poetry, coming always in
concrete human illustrations, dealing always with specific human values.

“The little more” to which Browning referred is an elusive quality because it is never
nominated in the bond. It is self-initiated and thus it has about it the freshness of spon-
taneity. It contains often the element of surprise, for it has come about neither by
commands nor restraints. . . . . By “the little more” . . . one adds grace to virtue.

From: "The Little More, and How Much It Is," Commencement Address,
Culver-Stockton, July 7, 1965.
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WILLIS JONES IN THE STUDY OF HIS NASHVILLE HOME

From the beginning, Disciple history has been distinguished by its father-and-son teams: Thomas

"and Alexander Campbell; J. H. and W. E. Garrison: Edgar DeWitt and Willis R. Jones. In this
photo by David Bell, Willis Jones looks up from his book to the oil portrait of his father painted
by Phil Sawyer in the Nineteen Twenties. To the right, on the desk, is a photograph of the
young Dr. Edgar DeWitt made about 1914.

The front cover picture of this issue, also by David Bell, portrays Willis Jones at work at the
handsome desk especially designed for his father's study in the Tudor Gothic style in keeping with
the great Central Woodward Church, Detroit. By generous action of the church board, this desk
is now a treasured item of the DCHS collection.




