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The art medallion of Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin in the Thomas W. Phillips Memorial
reflects a contemporary facet of our heritage in the Bicentennial.
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THIRTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

Nineteen seventy-six is not only the two
hundredth anniversary of our nation, but it
is also the thirty-fifth anniversary of the
Disciples of Christ Historical Society.

The first seventeen years of the Society
can be characterized as Development of
Organization and Physical Facilities. The
Disciples of Christ Historical Society was
officially established by the ninetieth
International Convention in 1941. After
temporary housing in Culver-Stockton
College in Canton, Missouri and the Joint
University Libraries in Nashville, the
Society moved into the Thomas W. Phillips
Memorial in 1958. The Phillips Memorial
provides some of the best facilities found
in American Protestantism for housing the
library and archives of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), the Christian
Churches related to the North American
Convention, and the Churches of Christ.

The second seventeen year period can
be characterized as Development of Work
and Services. Major emphasis continued
to be placed upon historical materials
related to the beginning of the Christian
Church Movement, though not to the
exclusion of more contemporary material.

Procedures for gathering, processing and
preserving historical materials continued
to be refined and expanded, making the
Historical Society a significant church
history research center.

As the Society enters its thirty-fifth year
it enters a period which hopefully will be
characterized by further Development of:
More Adequate Financial Support,
Procedures for Gathering and Processing
Contemporary Materials, and the Aware-
ness Heritage is for the Evaluation and
Enrichment of the Present and Future.

As we launch forth into this thirty-fifth
anniversary year the Historical Society
has the opportunity to help individuals,
congregations, and other church related
organizations gain a sense of place in time,
a historical identity, and a clearer con-
ception of the continuity of the whole.

Roranp K. HurF



ALEXANDER CAMPBELL AND THE
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST: A FOOTNOTE TO HISTORY

by Carl Wayne Hensley

Alexander Campbell, the most articulate
spokesman for the Disciples of Christ in
the nineteenth century, has been credited
with setting the date of Christ's Second
Coming as 1866 or 1966. This assertion
found expression in the eminent eleventh
edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica:
“Campbell . . . established The Millennial
Harbinger . .. which he used primarily to
preach the imminent Second Coming,
which he actually set for 1866.”* It was a
central feature of an essay by W. J. Lhamon,
who wrote to correct Campbell’s “mistaken
view of prophecy,” which saw prophecy as
foretelling future historic events, including
the second coming in 1966.* This aspect of
Campbell’s concept of the culmination of
history also found its way into popular
literature. In his novel in 1936, McKinley
Kantor described a Disciples preacher, a
graduate of Bethany College, conducting
a church service: “He came back to Vir-
ginia and the needs of his flock only at
long last, and then it was to remind them
that there were scarce two years in which
to prepare themselves for Christ’s inspec-
tion. Alexander Campbell had informed
the world that Our Lord would be here in
the year 1866.”°

Although Alexander Campbell wrote ex-
tensively about prophecy, it is an error to
attribute to him the setting of a date for
the Second Coming. The source of the error
may be in the misunderstanding of Camp-
bell’s discussions about prophecy. During
1841-43, Campbell published a series of
twenty-eight articles under the title, “The
Coming of the Lord.” His purpose was to
refute the premillennialism of William
Miller and James A. Begg. Campbell dis-
cussed Miller’s interpretation of the proph-
ecy of the book of Daniel with regard to
its prophetic chronology. On one occasion
Campbell said, “But still the question
returns, Will the Lord come before or after
the Millennium? It is decided that if he
comes as soon as 1843, 1847, or 1866, there
can be no thousand years triumph of
Christianity . . .” In another article Camp-

Dr. Hensley is Associate Professor of Speech at
Bethel College in St. Paul.

bell argued that Miller’s chronological
calculations were incorrect. Even if pre-
millennial predictions were true, the return
of Christ would not be in 1843. In this
context of refutation, Campbell said, “The
time of the end will be in the year of our
Lord 1966—one hundred and twenty-
three years distant.” If Millerites were
correct in their prophetic interpretations,
they would still be wrong in their dates.
Proper interpretation makes Christ’s re-
turn impossible before 1966. It appears that
those who assert that Campbell set a
definite date for the Second Coming have
taken his statements out of context. A care-
ful reading of the articles cited reveals
that Campbell was not predicting dates
but was demonstrating that the premillen-
nialists who did predict dates misinter-

preted prophecy.

Although he did not predict a date for
the Second Coming, Campbell had a vital
concern for prophecy and the Second Com-
ing. This concern arose out of his philos-
ophy of history which was a firm post-
millennial philosophy. In his debate with
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the renowned Skeptic Robert Owen, in
April, 1829, Campbell clearly enunciated
the essence of this perspective:

The expectation of christendom is . . .
this: that sometime soon, perhaps in the
present century, a new order of things, in
the political and religious relations of society
will commence. That it will pervade the
whole human family; that after its full intro-
duction, it will continue a thousand years;
and that soon after its completion, the
present state of things will terminate . . .°

In 1829 also, having published his
Christian Baptist for six years, Campbell
formulated plans for a new monthly journal
to be a more explicit herald of the millen-
nium. As he named his new journal The
Millennial Harbinger, he announced its
purpose quite explicitly:

This work shall be devoted to the destruc-
tion of sectarianism, infidelity, and antichris-
tian doctrine and practice. It shall have
for its object the development and introduc-
tion of that political and religious order of
society called THE MILLENNIUM, which
shall be the consummation of that ameliora-
tion of society proposed in the Christian
scriptures.’

For Campbell and the Disciples the
Second Coming of Christ would be the

Alexander Campbell

climax of both the millennial period of
bliss and of human history.* However, this
event would not occur until the restoration
of New Testament Christianity was com-
plete and the millennium had run its
course. Although the second coming was
a central feature of the faith of Campbell
and the Disciples, no dates for the event
were predicted. As biblical primitivists
they preferred to leave the date where
their biblical interpretation told them that
Christ and his apostles left it—in the area
of uncertainty. Since the New Testament
did not specify a date, Campbell and the
Disciples regarded it as outside of their
providence to make a prediction. They
stood steadfastly with the primitive
Christians, affirming that no.man knew the
day or the hour.

1 Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th ed., s.v. “Alex-
ander Campbell.”

2W. J. Lhamon, “Ghosts of Alexander Camp-
bell,” The Scroll, 41 (1944): 304.

3 McKinley Kantor, Arouse and Beware: a Novel

(New York: Coward-McCann, 1936), p. 157.
Claude E. Spencer, then librarian for Culver-
Stockton College and later a prime mover in
the establishment of the Disciples of Christ
Historical Society, wrote to Kantor asking for
the source of this statement. Kantor replied
that it was found in a biographical sketch of
Campbell in the 1916 edition of the New Inter-
national Encyclopedia. For the discussion be-
tween Kantor and Spencer contained in several
letters see the McKinley Kantor Biographical
File, Disciples of Christ Historical Society.

4 Alexander Campbell, “The Coming of the Lord
—No. IIL,” The Millennial Harbinger, ns. 5
(1841): 98.

5 Alexander Campbell, “The Coming of the Lord
—No. XX,” The Millennial Harbinger, n.s. 7
(1843); 55. [Another element to be considered
in Campbell’s interpretation of millennial con-
cepts is his subtle yet high sense of the ironic.
Editor’s note.]

6 Alexander Campbell and Robert Owen, Debate
on the Evidences of Christianity: Containing an
Examination of the “Social System,” and of all
the Systems of Skepticism of Ancient and Mod-
ern Times, 2 vols. (Bethany, Va.: Printed and
Published by Alexander Campbell, 1829), 1:105.

7 Alexander Campbell, “Prospectus,” The Chris-
tian Baptist, 7, (1829-30): 67.

$For a description of the climactic event see
Alexander Campbell, “M’Corkle Reviewed—No.
3,” The Millennial Harbinger, 7 (1836): 103-9.




Memorial Gift Honors Mabel Logsdon

Lois Cook Kaufman (Mrs. Harold F.)
has added $1000 to the ]. B. Logsdon
Family Memorial Fund in the Disciples of
Christ Historical Foundation. This gift is in
memory and honor of Mrs. Kaufman’s
aunt, Miss Mabel Logsdon, formerly of
Brookfield, Missouri. The following tribute
was written by Mrs. Kaufman and accom-
panied the gift:

“Miss Mabel Logsdon, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. ]. B. Logsdon, and whose sisters
were Olive, Mary Cook, and Virgie, joined
the Rothville Christian Church at an early
age. When the Church was closed she and
her family transferred their membership
to the First Christian Church of Brook-
field, Missouri.

“Miss Logsdon served as an outstanding
leader in many church activities. She was
faithful in serving in various offices in the
CWF. For many years she was a loyal, re-
sourceful, and creative superintendent of
the Junior department. Her devotion to
Christ is reflected in the many young lives
she touched. She was tireless in calling on
those in need and especially wonderful as
a listener to those who felt free to pour
their troubles in her ear.

“Miss Mabel was a devoted daughter and
sister. She sacrificed her ambitions to care
for her parents and sisters until they died.
She managed the family farm with the
cooperation of her sisters after her father’s

death.

“Miss Logsdon was graduated with
honors from the American Conservatory of
Music in Chicago. She taught piano many
years in Brookfield, Rothville, and Sumner,
Missouri. She organized a community
orchestra that continued some time and
provided wholesome recreation for young
and old alike.

“When two nieces and a nephew came to
live in the Logsdon home, she cashed her
savings bonds during the depression to
help provide for their education. After they
were grown and had homes of their own,
she never failed to write to them every
week letters of encouragement and love
and of her faith in the will of God. They
knew that she prayed for each of them
every morning.

“She with her sisters spent much time in
prayer for the grand nieces and nephews
also. Gifts to each of them were a result of
much planning and preparation. At the
last family reunion, for instance, a beautiful
leather Bible which had taken much time
to select, was presented to the oldest grand
nephew who is a minister in Seattle.

“No one who knew her can forget her
humility and self-effacement. She would
urge young mothers to remember to be
kind to their children and to avoid fussing
at them. Her powers of persuasion with

(Continued on next page)

Mrs. L. J. Beaumier

William B. Blakemore

Mrs. Bebe Boswell

Ben Cleaver

Wilbur H. Cramblett

Carney O. Dean

Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Fenton
Mrs. William M. Forrest

IN MEMORIAM

To the many loyal members of the Disciples of Christ Historical Society
who have died since April, 1974

Miss Bess Howard
Roy C. Jacobs

Ray Lamberson

Mrs. Anna B. McNelly
Andrew P. Martin
Puryear Mims

Riley B. Montgomery
Arthur V. Murrell

Vernon M. Newland
Mrs. A. C. Ragsdale
Paul B. Rains

Forrest F. Reed
Harry Restofski
Norman L. Sego
Earle Tannar

Carroll W. Thompson




young people were examples that many
wished to tollow.

“Miss Logsdon was a true Disciple of
Christ in the way she believed in daily
devotions and the improvement of the mind
as well as the heart. She memorized scrip-
ture every week and studied continually.

“Beside her bed after she died of a heart
attack, was found a scrap of paper on
which she had written, “The Lord is my
strength and salvation, Whom shall I fear?”

On the dining room table lay her Bible,
a fountain pen, and the Secret Place which
was opened to the devotional for Wednes-
day, February 28, 1968, entitled “The
Prepared Heart.” The message was so ap-
propriate and still is!

“That Bible, fountain pen (with which
she wrote so many letters), and the Secret
Place are now by my bed. May I be worthy
of her, my Christian heritage, and love
God as she did.”

Disciple

Huthorship

Dr. Cy—Losanganya: A Biography of Cyrus
McNeely Yocum. By Paul Edward Kerr. St.
Louis: Privately Printed for the Author by the
Bethany Press, 1973. 256 pages. $5.95.

Reviewed by Virgil A. Sly*

When asked to review Paul Edward Kerr’s
biography of Dr. Cy—Losanganya, 1 had much
doubt of my doing justice to this excellent book
on the life of one of my dearest friends and the
one who chose me to succeed him in foreign ad-
ministration.

I knew Cyrus M.
Yocum a long time and
our understanding of each
other was complete and
comprehensive. 1 fol-
lowed him as mission
secretary to Africa and
later to India; then upon
his retirement, I be-
came the executive chair-
man of the Division of
World Mission of the
United Christian Mis-
sionary Society, a posi-
tion he had held for
many years. Both of us
gave our entire careers
to the Society without
regret. He often said that the Society was per-
mitting him to do what he wanted to do and
paid him for it.

Dr. Sly

°Dr. Sly, former President of the United
Christian Missionary Society, retired in 1968 after
almost forty-two years of service to the Society.
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I loved Cy Yocum, respected and trusted him,
and found that his integrity was deep and abid-
ing.

The book is honest and well done. It tells
with gentle sympathy the story of a man’s life.
As I have said, it is honest. I recall that Mr.
Kerr interviewed me while doing his research. I
am afraid I was not too helpful. Our office
records were few and I did not know what Cy
did with his private papers. I gave Mr. Kerr full
permission to enter our files and dig, plus I
spoke of my own admiration for Cy Yocum. Mr.
Kerr has done a splendid job of research and,
though I understand he did not know Dr. Cyrus
Yocum personally, he found him and found him
well.

The book speaks accurately and authoritatively
of Cyrus Yocum. It reads as if the author not
only knew him well but loved him. As I have
read and reread the book many of my experi-
ences have come flooding back and I have found
my eyes wet with tears and my heart warmed
again by the memories of Cy Yocum. This, in
my mind, is real writing when an author of a bi-
ography can cause his subject to come again into
the hearts and minds of those who knew and
loved him.

Cy’s administration bridged three great pe-
riods of trouble for world missions among the
Disciples of Christ. The first was the era of
suspicion and attack of conservatives who did
everything they could to discredit the leadership
of men like Yocum, Corey, McLean, and others
as well as to discredit the missionaries and the
work they were conducting throughout the world.
I came into the positions of education and pro-
motion in the Society in the late twenties. It was




my task to answer a great deal of the “hate
mail” of that period. The attacks were fantastic,
dishonest, and outright malicious. Cy often was
the subject of these attacks yet it never made
him bitter and I never knew him to retaliate in

kind.

The second period was that of the depres-
sion. Cy became chairman of the Division in
1930 and his first major task was to reduce the
budget. He was sent around the world to cut the
budgets, cut the staff, and close work. This was
a heartbreaking task and no one will really
know the spiritual, physical, and mental agony
of such an assignment. Yet he did it well with
Christian love and gentleness. Never did I hear
one word of criticism or bitterness from mission-
ary or national as to the way Cyrus Yocum han-
dled his responsibility.

In the third place, Cy went through the years
of World War II with its dangers to staff and
Christian service across the world. He did his
job well and was ready to turn over his respon-
sibility to his successor in 1950 with a cheerful
quip, a firm handshake, and loving concern.

So how, in this short review, do you measure
the book and the manP? The book should be
read. It covers a very important period of the
world missionary concerns of the Disciples of
Christ. The man, Dr. Cy—Losanganya (a Lokundo
word meaning “uniter” was given to him by the
Congolese Christians), should be remembered as
a Christian gentleman, a courageous administra-
tor, and a devoted disciple of the mission of
Christ in the world.

When I went to Africa in 1945 as Dr. Cy’s
successor, I was named Wengeji—"“the one who
sees.” In the years that followed I saw Dr. Cy’s
footsteps all over the world.

Cyrus M. Yocum, meeting with his class at the
School of Religion of Butler University (now
Christian Theological Seminary) in late 1957.
This is probably the last picture of Dr. Yocum,
taken while he was serving as Visiting Professor
of Missions.
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LIFE MEMBERSHIPS PRESENTED

%

Clyde H. Evans photo

Calvin L. Porter, left, and Clark M. Wil-
liamson, center, were presented Life Mem-
berships in the Disciples of Christ His-
torical Society in May, 1975 by Lester G.
McAllister, chairman of the Society’s Board
of Trustees. All three men are professors
at Christian Theological Seminary, where
the presentations were made at the school’s
annual Honor Day. Both recipients of
memberships are fourth generation Dis-
ciples of Christ.

LIFE PATRON

49. Harker, Mrs. Christine Everts, Houston,
Tex.

50. Malcor, Joseph V., Alhambra, Calif.,
(given in his honor)

51. Malcor, Mrs. Joan L., Alhambra, Calif.

(given in her honor)

LIFE

530. Turner, Mrs. Currey, Nashville, Tenn.

531. Quinn, Mrs. Alba E., Glendale, Calif.

532. Davis, Mrs. Eileen J. Huff, Independ-
ence, Mo.

533. Wiegmann, F. W., Greensboro, N.C.

534. Howland, William C., Jr., Indianap-
olis, Ind.

535. Goodrich, Howard B., Des Moines,
Towa

NEW MEMBERS
(As of January 12, 1976)

INCREASED TO PARTICIPATING
Peart, H. C., Bowling Green, Ky.

ANNUAL

Henry, Enoch, Indianapolis, Ind.

Myers, James E., Lansing, Mich.

Partlow, Mrs. S. R., Mexia, Tex.

Swango, Lenix H., Dayton, Ohio
Teegarden, Kenneth L., Indianapolis, Ind.
White, Miss Frances F., Nashville, Tenn.

STUDENT

Blake, Tom D., Memphis, Tenn.
Coleman, Paul T., Elizabethton, Tenn.













I  CONSIDER

One of the most fascinating aspects of
history is that the present will soon be part
of it. As an individual or institution enters
into a new aspect of life there is the

realization that history is being made. The
magnitude  of that history is not always
apparent but history is being made.

As | begin my ministry as Director of the
Library and Archives, | am conscious of
those who have gone before and are now
with me at the Disciples of Christ Historical
Society, in the church, and in my life. It is
awful - in the original sense of the word-
to realize the work and sacrifice that has
been invested in the Society by those who
have worked with it. I am grateful for this
work and sacrifice as | look forward to the
challenge presented in the examples set by
Librarians like Claude Spencer and Marvin
Williams.

The heritage of the church is one which
can be respected. The human frailities and
strengths which are evident in the materials
in the Society are a further challenge to me.
Even more encouraging and challenging is
the fact that these human elements do not
overshadow the reality that this is the body
of Christ whose history is seen in the
Society's materials.

The friends and loved ones' | have been
with are a further inspiration and challenge.
My parents and family challenge me to
strike out anew in my ministry’ while my
friends lend their support and help educate
me. The heart warming farewells of those in

MY  WORK A

MINISTRY

David 1. McWhirter

Indianapolis and the equally heart warming
welcomes in Nashville and from around the
country inspire me to renew my determina-
tion to do God's work here at the Society.

In this work | am looking forward to
suggestions and questions from all the
Society's members and patrons. May we all

work together so that the present will be a
significant part of the heritage of those who
follow.

David I. McWhirter

HISTORICAL MATERIALS DESIRED FROM CONGREGA nONS

Congregational and organizational

histories
Annual reports
Board minutes
Membership and baptismal records

Programs for historical events
Ledgers, diaries, and scrapbooks

Deeds, mortgages and bills of sale

Pamphlets and leaflets produced by
congregations

Photographs ~ with identification

material on ministers and

lay leaders

Biographical
prominent

Rare books and periodicals (Contact before
sending)
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DCHS WELCOMES THE MCWHIRTERS

Mr. and Mrs. McWhirter greeted in receiving
line

David I. McWhirter began his new duties
as Director of the Library and Archives on
October 1, after having served as Assistant
Librarian at Christian Theological
Seminary for the past twelve and one-half
years. Prior to that he served as Page in The
College of the Bible (now Lexington
Theological Seminary) Library, 1959-1962,
and Associate Cataloger at the Christian
Theological Seminary Library, 1962-1964.

Mr. McWhirter comes to the Historical
Society highly qualified in both training
and experience. He received the B.S.L.S.
degree from State University of N.Y. in 1959,
the B.D. degree from Lexington
Theological Seminary in 1962, and the
M.S.L.S. degree from Syracuse University,
Syracuse, N.Y. in 1967. He received the
American Theological Library
Associations’ Scholarship in 1967 and was
received into Theta Phi (Theological
Honorary Society) in 1973.

The new Director of the Library and
Archives has had specialized experience in
acquisitions; cataloging of non-book
materials such as phonorecords, tapes, film,
slides, and microfilm; and in processing
archival material and manuscript collec-
tions. He has had wide experience in
assisting faculty members and students in
research.

The Disciples of Christ Historical Society
feels fortunate to have secured the services of
Mr. McWhirter and is proud to introduce
him to our members and friends.

Mr. McWhirter has a wife, Donna (Hoyt),
and two daughters, Heather Linette (12) and
Leslie Fiona (7). Mr. McWhirter and his
family were welcomed and honored at the
time of the reception during the Forrest F.
Reed Lectures.




