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tors in this country. 12

In spite of some of the problems which arose,
the Bible Chair could show some results of its
work fairly early in its existence. It must have
been a delight to the members of the C.W.B.M.
to read, inJanuary of 1895, that " .. the Ann
Arbor work has already led a number of young
men to decide to preach ‘'the unsearchable
riches of Christ, and has secured two medical
missionaries for India." 1 This sort of report
was published now and again as an indication
of the value of the work and as a subtle means of
encouraging support of the project.

Supporting the project was a problem. The
financial goal for the Ann Arbor Bible Chair
was $50,000, although the leadership pointed
out that $100,000 naturally would be better. It
was pointed out that there was no reason why
the latter figure could not be reached if Chris-
tian women and their husbands would give gifts
like some were giving to other theological
schools. The money was needed to maintain the
Bible Chair and its teacher. There was also a
need for scholarships and enough money to
provide for an adequate library. The
C.W.B.M. did set up some machinery to raise
finances: a yearly "Educational Day" in the
churches, the hiring of a full-time traveling
fund raiser whose energies were specifically
devoted to the Bible Chair project, and the send-
ing of pledge booklets to members of Disciples
of Christ churches all over the country.14 The
need was great and exhortations were fervent.

Do you realize that the last United States
census reveals the most deplorable fact
that the Disciples have at least 5,000
churches without regular pastors? Sisters,
you who have money which you can not
take out of this world with you, will you
not dedicate it or a share of it to the noble
work of raising up a consecrated and
educated ministry? The Christian women
alone among the Disciples of Christ could
endow the Bible Chairs at Ann Arbor.!s

In the 1890's, most of those who thought
about the separation of church and state in rela-
tion to education thought that. it was un-
constitutional  for religion to be taught in the
buildings of a state university. Consequently,
when the Ann Arbor Bible Chair was started, it
was first thought that the classes would be
taught in the Disciples church. But an agree-
ment was made with the Students' Christian
Association that if the Bible Chair instructors
would take over the work of the S.C.A., eg.,
lectures and occasional studies, the Bible Chair
could meet in the S.C.A. 's Newberry Hall for a
small portion of the expense of heating and
lighting. This was done and it added a great
deal to the stature of the Bible Chair in the eyes
of the students, as well as giving the Bible Chair
a more undenominational character than would

have been possible if it had met in the church.

The cost of Bible Chair instruction was
somewhat related to the meeting place. This
report is so unbelievable, by modern standards,
that it is quoted here in full:

The price fixed by the instructors for
each course of study is one dollar, but ow-
ing to an arrangement with the Students'
Christian  Association whereby the use of
Newberry Hall has been secured for the
classes, the members of the S.C.A. are ad-
mitted at one-half this fee. It is expected
that the receipts from registrations will be
sufficient to cover incidental expenses,
such as printing of outlines, circulars and
syllabi, and such other expenses as are
necessary for this year. «

The popularity of the Bible Chair soon
forced its leaders to begin considering the
possibility of a building to be used exclusively
by the Bible Chair. In 1900 a suite of four
rooms was rented near Newberry Hall.
Although Newberry Hall was still used for
teaching, the new facilities became the head-
quarters for the Bible Chair: they were used for
administration and counseling. By 1903 some
direct appeals were being made for money to
either purchase or build an adequate building
for the work. This was all the more essential
since other denominations were beginning stu-
dent work and were operating in their own
buildings. By November, 1903, some $5,000
had been given for a building and one had been
bought. After some modification, teaching was

"James B. Angell, "President of Michigan University,"
MT, XI Oanuary, 1894), p. 27.; "Ann Arbor, Mich."
MT, XIIlI (October, 1895), p. 111.; Maria Jameson,
"Executive Meeting:  August 1, 1894 MT, XIl
(September, 1894), p. 5.; Mrs. J. H. Ford, "Executive
Meeting: January 2, 1895, MT, XII (February, 1895),
p. 4.; "Ann Arbor,” MT, XIlI (February, 1895), p. 13.

C. Grey Austin, in his book A Century of Religion at
the University of Michigan (Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan, 1957), is in error on p. 18, where he says that
G. P. Coler became Bible Chair instructor in 1905. Coler
was hired early in 1895 (cf. the reference by Mrs. Ford,
listed above) and all the annual reports were written and
signed by him from that time until the end of the 1912-13
school year.

v C. A. Young,
1895), p. 19.
" "February Educational Meeting,” MT, Xl (December,
1893), p. 29; Mrs. O. A. Burgess, "Our Educational
Interests,” MT, X (February, 1893), p. 2; "Hither By
Thy Help We've Come,” MT, XI (September, 1893), p.

"A Final Word," MT, XIl Oanuary,

5; "Bible Chair Secretary,” MT, XVI (August, 1898),
p.79.

" "Prayerfully Read and Consider This: A Great Gift to
Theological Education,” MT, XI Oanuary, 1894), p. 4.
Exhortations  appeared regularly in the literature, since
the project depended directly on grass roots con-
tributions.

« Willett, MT, XI (September, 1893), p. 16; Willett, MT,

Xl Oanuary,
» Willett, MT, XI Oanuary,

1894), pp. 25-26.
1894), p. 25.
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started there in the 1904-05 year.'

Apparently the building was satisfactory and
things went smoothly, for it is not mentioned
again until 1908-09, when it was suddenly an-
nounced that in that year six men were renting
rooms in the Bible Chair building and two
more rooms were to be added the next year. Ac-
tually, four rooms were added and nine men
rented rooms in the Bible Chair building.
Hopes were beginning to develop that some day
the Bible Chair could provide dormitories for
both men and women."

Plans proceeded apace to provide more space
for the Bible Chair, but World War I in-
terferred with the money raising campaign.
Then the University of Michigan declared that
it needed the land which had been picked out
for the building and the Bible Chair had to ac-
quiesce. The records do not make it clear as to
exactly when it happened, but the Bible Chair
was moved to quarters in the university’s Lane
Hall, where it remained until its demise at the
end of the 1931-32 school year.?

If the separation of church and state made it
necessary for the Bible Chair to provide for its
own building, it also caused it to have its own
library for the students to use, for it was
thought that the state university library could
not be expected to buy books on religion. The
method of building a library was to ask
members of Disciples churches all across the
land to donate books or money, and appeals to
that effect appeared regularly in Missionary
Tidings. Along with these appeals were
statements that one of the most valuable con-
tributions the Bible Chair was making was
providing good religious reading material for
students. By 1902 Coler was able to state that
the library was now adequate. From that time
on, appeals were made less frequently, in-
dicating that the leaders were basically satisfied
with the library. They did continue to report,
however, that the students used the library fre-
quently and to their benefit.?'

Uk & ey 4

Newberry Hall, Bible Chair of the U. of

Michigan, Ann Arbor.
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From the beginning of their movement early
in the nineteenth century, the Disciples of
Christ have been interested in church unity.
They illustrated this mentality in their Bible
Chair work. Although the Ann Arbor Bible
Chair, unlike some of the later Disciples Bible
Chairs, did not lose its distinctive identity in its
cooperative efforts, it did cooperate with other
denominations on the Michigan campus,
although these cooperative efforts did not begin
until the 1908-09 school year.

In the past year courses in Bible study
and in the study of moral and religious
problems of interest to university students
were offered at Ann Arbor under the joint
auspices of the Baptist Guild, the Bible
Chairs, the University Y.M.C.A. and
Y.W.C.A. and other organizations for
Christian work among students.

In that year courses were offered by twenty-six
professors and instructors, including Guild and
Bible Chair instructors and several members of
the university faculty.? Even though the
leadership of the Disciples Bible Chair had
high hopes for this cooperation in teaching,
there is no indication that it played a leadership
role in the enterprise. It may be that there was
no main driving force behind this aspect of the
work, for after 1912 cooperation in teaching
between the various denominations is not men-
tioned in the Disciples literature again.

Even though teaching and counseling with
students was the primary responsibility of the
Bible Chair instructors, from the beginning
they pursued other activities as well. One of the
chief of these was the conducting of what they
called “extension courses.”” In the 1890’s cor-

'* G. P.Coler, “Report of the Ann Arbor Bible Chairs for
the Year Ending September 30, 1901,” M7, XIX
(November, 1901), p. 237; G. P. Coler, ‘“Ann Arbor
Notes,” MT, XX (April 1903), p. 444; G. P. Coler,
“The Ann Arbor Bible Chairs: Tenth Annual Report,”
MT, XXI (November, 1903), p- 239; Annie B. Gray,
“Executive Meetings: July 21, 1903,” M7, XXI
(September, 1903), p. 133; G. P. Coler, “Notes From the
Home Field: Ann Arbor, Michigan,” MI, XXII (Oc-
tober, 1904), p. 190; G. P. Coler, “The Ann Arbor Bible
Chairs: Twelfth Annual Report, 1904-1905,” MT,
XXIII (October, 1905), p. 252.

" G. P.Coler, “Ann Arbor. (Opened in 1893.) Fifteenth
Annual Report,” M7, XXVII (November, 1909), P
265; G. P. Coler, “The Ann Arbor Bible Chair,” MT,
XXVIII (November, 1910), pp. 257-258.

* Helen L. Dungan, “Executive Meetings: November 8,
1911,” MT, XXX (January, 1912), p. 332; Thomas M.
Iden, “The Ann Arbor Bible Chair, Ann Arbor,
Michigan,” M7, XXXIV (November, 1916), p. 280;
Thomas M. Iden, The Upper Room Bulletin, 1931-
1932, Volume XVII (Ann Arbor, Michigan: The Ann
Arbor Press, 1932), pp. 175-176.

* “The Ann Arbor Library,” MT Supplement, June,
1892, p. 1; Willett, M7, XI (January, 1894), p.- 26;
Coler, MT, XXIII (October, 1905), p::252;

* Coler, M T, XXVII (November, 1909), p. 264.




respondence study had grown popular, es-
pecially in the area of Biblical studies. The
organization which was perhaps most responsi-
ble for this was the American Institute of
Sacred Literature. William Rainey Harper,
who was to be the first president of the Univer-
sity of Chicago, in 1885 and 1886 began con-
ducting Hebrew lessons by correspondence with
students all over the country. Later his Hebrew
summer schools and Hebrew correspondence
school grew into the American Institute of
Sacred Literature, which offered a wide range
of Biblical subjects by correspondence. When
the University of Chicago was organized, the
Institute became an integral part of its exten-
sion work.?

Given this close connection between the
University of Chicago and correspondence
study of the Bible, it is not surprising that there
were plans from the very beginning to offer
such study from the Bible Chair. One of the
first teachers, Herbert L. Willett, was a teacher
of Hebrew and Old Testament and had done
graduate work at the University of Chicago just
before going to Ann Arbor. The other man who
taught at Ann Arbor the first year was Clinton
Lockhart, who was Superintendent of the
American Institute of Sacred Literature for the
Disciples of Christ.* But in spite of the am-
bitious plans on the part of the fIi)rst Bible Chair
teachers, they actually had no opportunity to
launch correspondence work because of the
press of getting the Bible Chair organized.
Correspondence Bible work really did not begin
until October of 1899.

The over-all plan for the correspondence
study was that it should be multi-purposed: it
would be aimed at individual students, Sunday
School classes, those who studied in their home,
those who wanted to continue what they had
begun at the Bible Chair at Ann Arbor. The
principal correspondence course offered was
one on the life of Jesus, although there were
some others. For the cost of one dollar twelve
monthly guides were sent to the student. This
was especially popular since, beginning with
1900, the uniform Sunday School lessons were
to be an eighteen month series on the life of
Jesus. Correspondence study enrollment figures
are not given for each year, but by 1909, when
this aspect of the Bible Chair work was ter-
minated, 10,000 people had taken at least some
Bible Chair extension work. The program was
terminated in that year simply because the
volume of work was too great for Coler to han-
dle, in addition to his regular Bible Chair
duties.”

At the end of the 1912-13 school year, G. P.
Coler resigned from his position of Bible Chair
teacher which he had held for so many years.
His replacement was one Thomas M. Iden.*
Iden, a chemistry professor, had taught at Kan-
sas State Normal College before going to Ann

Arbor. While there he had started a Bible class,
different from that in the local church, which he
called the “Upper Room Class.” When he
came to Ann Arbor, he taught a class of the
same name there and it was not long before the
“Upper Room Class” was almost synonymous
with the Ann Arbor Bible Chair.?’

One gets the feeling that Iden did not con-
ceive of the Bible Chair work as in any way be-
ing a function of the university, nor that it
necessarily was to be of university grade.
Rather, the main thrust of his work at the Bible
Chair seems to have been patterned after the
Sunday School work of the time, somehow
semi-academic, semi-evangelistic. Each year
Iden reported the enrollment of the Sunday
School of the local church as part of the Bible
Chair work and made no distinction between
this class and those taught in the Bible Chair
building or specifically for the university. He
gave lectures on general religious themes in the
Bible Chair building, but the reports do not
always make it clear that these were unified
courses in the traditional sense.?

The main feature of the Bible Chair work at
Ann Arbor under Iden’s leadership was the
“Upper Room Class.” Started in the spring

# P. O. Powell, “New Haven Letter,” Christian Evangelist,
(February 27, 1890), p. 134; Clinton Lockhart,
“Correspondence Bible Study,” Christian Evangelist,
XXX (October 26, 1893), p. 681; Milton Mayer, Young
Man in a Hurry: The Story of William Rainey Harper
(Chicago: The University of Chicago Alumni Associa-
tion, 1957), pp. 14, 52; Thomas Wakefield Goodspeed,
William Rainey Harper (Chicago: The University of
Chicago, 1928), p. 103.
Willett, M7, XI (September, 1893), p. 16; Lockhart,
Christian Evangelist, XXX (October 26, 1893), p. 281.
»*G. P. Coler, “Ann Arbor Notes,” M7, XVII (July,
1899), p. 93; G. P. Coler, “The Ann Arbor Bible
Chairs,” MT, XVII (November, 1899), p. 205; H. D.
Williams, “Ann Arbor Notes,” M7, XVII (January,
1900), p. 305; H. D. Williams, “University of Michigan:
Bible Notes,” M7, XVI (November, 1898), p. 157; G.
P. Coler, “Ann Arbor Notes,” M T, XVIII (June, 1900),
p. 61; G. P. Coler, “Ann Arbor Notes,” MT, XVIII
(August, 1900), p. 122; G. P. Coler, “Ann Arbor Bible
Chairs,” MT, XVIII (November, 1900), p. 235; G. P.
Coler, “Ann Arbor Notes,” M7, XIX (May, 1901), p.
261; G. P. Coler, “‘Ann Arbor Notes,” M7, XIX (June,
1901), p. 60; Coler, M7, XIX (November, 1901), p.
237; Coler, MT, XXVII (November, 1909), p. 265; G.
P. Coler, “Ann Arbor Notes,” M T, XXVI (June, 1908),
p. 68.
* G. P. Coler, “The Ann Arbor Bible Chairs: Twentieth
Annual Report,” M T, XXXI (November 1913), p. 259.
“Bible Chairs. Dr. T. M. Iden, of the Ann Arbor
Chair,” MT, XXXI (December, 1913), p. 312;
Archibald McLean, “Professor Iden and His Upper
Room Ministry,” World Call, IV (November, 1922), p.
7; Kenneth B. Bowen, “The Man Who sees Stars,”
World Call, XIV (June, 1932), p. 17.
of. Thomas M. Iden, “Michigan University Bible
Chair,” M7, XXXII (November, 1914), p. 297;
Thomas M. Iden, “Michigan University Bible Chair,”
MT, XXXIII (November, 1915), p. 286.
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semester of the 1913-14 year, the class consisted
of university men. By 1917-18 Iden could say
that he suspected that the ‘“Upper Room Class”
was the largest permanent university men’s Bi-
ble class in the United States. In its first twenty-
seven years (including the time at Kansas State
Normal), 5,200 men had been members of it. It
met every Saturday night of the college year
from seven to eight o’clock. Everything con-
nected with the “Upper Room” was free, as far
as money was concerned, although its members
were encouraged to give of their interest and
service.”’

Iden tried, and apparently succeeded, to
make the “Upper Room” have the atmosphere
of a fraternity, a close-knit group of like-minded
men having rallied around their common in-
terest in Christ. The following paragraph in-
dicates the kind of appeal Iden made to the men
and how he tried to generate a kind of
fraternity-consciousness:

It is no somber, long-faced, thin-
blooded, weak group of students that
meets here every Saturday evening, but
we like to think of ourselves as among the
most virile and red-blooded and life-filled
men of the campus. All in all, there is not
a livelier or a happier bunch of fellows
about the University. We want to share
this invigorating, this abundant ‘“‘Upper
Room” life and joy with all the men of
“Michigan.” Come with us and we
honestly believe we can do you good.*

As an aid for his work, Iden published a
weekly paper of lesson helps and correlative Bi-
ble readings for the following week’s lesson, in-
spirational stories and sayings, and the schedule
for the following week of Bible Chair activities.
Begun at the beginning of the 1914-15 year,
this “Upper Room Bulletin” was published
every week of the school year every year until
the Bible Chair closed at the end of 1931-32.
The “Bulletin” was an immediate success and a
little over a thousand were published each week
beginning with the second year of its existence.
The “Bulletin” was a very large part of Iden’s
“Upper Room” ministry.”!

Thomas Iden’s students thought a great deal
of him. They called him “Father” Iden, gave
him a trip around the world, and had a portrait
painted of him which was to be hung per-
manently on the Michigan campus.®

The feature of Bible Chair work which gives
it its real significance in American public sup-

ported higher education is that many of the Bi-

ble Chairs are able to grant academic credit for
studies in religion, i.e., the student is able to
apply the work done in religion toward his
degree requirements. The Ann Arbor Bible
Chair, of all the many Disciples Bible Chairs,
was the only one which failed to get academic
credit for the work done there. There is no in-
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dication that either Coler or Iden ever made
any attempt to get the University of Michigan
to grant credit for the religion courses taught
there. So in this area in which the Bible Chair
movement has made its most significant and
lasting contribution over the nation, the Ann
Arbor Bible Chair did nothing.

In its brief report of December, 1919, it was
said of the Ann Arbor Bible Chair:

There can be no doubt of its future
success and enlargement provided it shall
continue to be conducted on a broad and
liberal and free, but uncompromisingly
honest, sincere and frank basis.*

But ten years later there was real doubt about
the future of the work.

In 1925 the University of Michigan opened a
School of Religion of its own. It was financed by
a number of wealthy men and friends of religion
in the university. It was under the direction of
an administrative body of university faculty
members. It was an integral part of the univer-
sity. The aims of the school were stated as
follows:

(1) To make available to the students of
the University of Michigan, as part of
their scholastic training, ‘‘the comprehen-
sive facts of religion as it has manifested
itself in recorded human experience
throughout the ages.” (2) “To offer
suitable opportunity for the intensive
study of limited areas of religious
phenomena, and particularly of
Christianity as the dominant religion of
western civilization. Every effort will be
made to conduct such study sym-
pathetically, without sectarian bias and
without fear of consequences, since
beyond doubt spiritual values cannot be
betrayed but can only be enhanced by
frankly facing all available facts.””*

Of crucial importance for the Bible Chair
was the fact that the new School of Religion
offered students credit toward their degrees.
This was true for both undergraduate and

continued on p. 30.

» Ibid.; Ibid.; Thomas M. Iden, The Upper Room
Bulletin, 1917-1918, Volume IV (Ann Arbor, Michigan:
Ann Arbor Press, 1918), p. 1.

 Iden, Bulletin, 1917-1918. .

' Ibid., p. 1; Iden, M T, XXXIII (November, 1915), p.
286; Iden, MT, XXXIV (November, 1916), pp. 280-
281.

2 “World Trip for ‘Father Iden,” ” Christian Evangelist,
LX (January 4, 1923), p. 21; Iden, Bulletin, 71931-32,
pp- 164, 168, 171.

» “Bible Chairs: University of Michigan,” World Call, 1
(December, 1919), p. 13.

** Charles T. Paul, “Creating a School of Religion,” World
Call, VII (November, 1925), p. 7.




LIFE PATRON MEMBERSHIPS IN
MEMORY OF PARENTS

Mr. and Mrs. LaMonte Roach have be-
come life Patron members No. 53 and No. 54.
Mr. and Mrs. Roach are members of Country
Club Christian Church in Kansas City, where
Mr. Roach is a Life Elder. Mrs. Roach is an
active church woman. Both are graduates of
Phillips University.

These $1,000 Life Patron memberships are
in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Roach’s parents:
Arno and Elizabeth Roach, and David Yandle
and Harriet Donaldson.

ARNO ROACH was an educator and
publisher, founder of the World Book En-
cyclopedia. He was an active lay leader in the
Independence Boulevard Christian Church in
Kansas City, where he was a Life Elder and
Chairman Emeritus at the time of his death. He
served on the Board of Directors of the Chris-
tian Board of Publication. He contributed
many articles to Brotherhood publications,
assisted in the building of National City Chris-
tian Church and participated in the total mis-
sion of the church.

ELIZABETH ROACH was an active leader
in women’s work, both in the local congrega-
tion and beyond. She served as Chairman for
many years of the Board of Governors of the
Whatsoever Circle Community House, which
was an outreach project of Independence
Boulevard Christian Church that became a
large settlement house.

In addition to their son LaMonte, Mr. and
Mrs. Arno Roach had four other children:
Lloyd L., a Transylvania graduate and Disci-
ple minister who held pastorates in Kentucky,
Missouri, and Oklahoma; Irma Roach
Brockhouse, lifetime member and supporter of
Independence Boulevard Christian Church.
Still active at 82; Lyle, a graduate of Drake
University and lifetime member of Country
Club Christian Church; Leon Roach, a
graduate of Drake University and member of
Memorial Christian Church in Kansas City,
elder and active lay leader.

DAVID YANDLE DONALDSON, father
of Mrs. LaMonte Roach, graduated from
Transylvania in 1898-99. He held pastorates in
Kentucky, Washington, Kansas, Colorado and
Missouri. He was serving as State Secretary of
Christian Churches in Oklahoma at the time of
his death in 1928. His wife HARRIETT
served as an active minister’s wife.

In addition to their daughter, Mary Alice
Donaldson Roach, Mr. and Mrs. Donaldson
had three other children: David E. Donaldson,
a graduate of Phillips University and a Disciple
minister serving in Oklahoma, Minnesota, and
Kansas until the time of his death; Martha Don-
aldson Taylor, graduate of Phillips University,
active church woman, wife of C?corge Oliver

Taylor and member of Broadway Christian
Church, Columbia, Missouri; Grace Donald-
son Adams, graduate of Phillips University, ac-
tive church woman, member of University
Christian Church, Enid, Oklahoma.

Truly the lives of these two families are a
part of our religious heritage. It is appropriate
that these parents be memorialized by these two
Life Patron memberships.

i
MARY LOUISE MCADAMS NAMED
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

In June of 1975, Mrs. Mary Louise McAdams
retired from her position of Head Cataloger in
the Tennessee State Library. She expressed her
desire to use her highly professionalized train-
ing and experience as a volunteer in the work of
the Society. This was a most welcomed offer
which was readily accepted.

During the past year and a half, Mrs.
McAdams has worked on an average of two
days per week. During a period of staff vacan-
cies, she was approached to see if she would
serve as an interim paid staff person. This she
declined, saying she would be happy to work
additional hours, but without pay. This she did.
During the past year and a half, she has worked
a total of over 1,000 hours.

Mrs. McAdams has primarily given her time
to the cataloging of books, but is always ready
to assist researchers and to help research
answers to inquiries received by letter and
telephone. President Huff has often introduced
Mrs. McAdams as one of the Society’s most
valuable staff members. Her gracious spirit and
commitment to the work is an inspiration to
staff and researchers alike.

In recognition of this valuable service, Mrs.
McAdams has been named the Society’s
Volunteer of the Year. In the meantime, she
quietly and effectively continues her work. For
this the Society expresses its sincere apprecia-
tion.

2



NAMED FUNDS ESTABLISHED

Three new Named Funds have been
established in the Disciples of Christ Historical
Foundation in recent months.

Mr. & Mrs. Edward M. Hoshaw of Boise,
Idaho have established the EDWARD M. and
LAURA C. HOSHAW fund. Mr. & Mrs.
Hoshaw are active leaders in their home church
in Boise. Their influence has reached on out
into the regional and general work of the
church. Mr. Hoshaw has served on the General
Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ).

Mr. & Mrs. F. H. Jacobsen of Harrison,
Arkansas have established a fund in their
names, F. H. and DOROTHA WATKINS
JACOBSEN. Mr. Jacobsen has preached in
Christian Churches in Arkansas and Missouri
for over thirty years, first as a lay preacher.
While continuing in the insurance business, he
later became ordained. He preached part-time
for the church in Greenfield, Missouri for ten
years, in Olney, Arkansas for twenty-two years,
and in Lead Hill, Arkansas for thirty-three
years. He helped to develop the congregations
in Jasper and Flippin, Arkansas. Mrs.
Jacobsen is a descendant of a long line of
Disciples who helped to establish the Christian
Church in Dallas, Missouri.

Miss Helen Cleaver has established a Named
Fund in memory of her father, Ben H. Cleaver.
Mr. Cleaver was ordained for the Christian
ministry in 1904 and served as a Disciple
minister in churches in Illinois, Iowa, and
Missouri for forty-two years. He had a keen in-
terest in the work of the Historical Society from
its very beginning and helped to gather valuable
materials ?or the library and archives. Thus this
named fund serves as an excellent memorial for
one who sought throughout his lifetime to nur-
ture and preserve our religious heritage.

A gift of five hundred dollars or more will es-
tablish a named fund in the Disciples of Christ
Historical Foundation. Funds may be in the
names of living or deceased persons. Once a
named fund is established any amount may be
added at any time. Named funds are part of the
permanent invested resources of the Founda-
tion. The income from these permanent funds
will help to advance the work of the Society for
years to come.

KITTY HUFF APPOINTED

The Personnel Committee of the Board of
Trustees of the Disciples of Christ Historical
Society has appointed Mrs. Kitty Huff to the
staff of the Society with responsibilities in the
Library.

Mrs. Huff is a graduate of Phillips Univer-
sity and has taken additional work at Hartley-
Victoria College and Manchester University in
Manchester, England.

As well as working in both public and uni-
versity libraries, Mrs. Huff has served as
Director of School and College Activities in the
Indianapolis Chapter of the American Red
Cross, associated with the volunteer program.

Mrs. Huff was manager of the Bethany
Bookstore, Indianapolis, Indiana, for nine
years. After moving to Nashville, she served for
almost two years as part-time Director of
Christian Education for the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in Alabama.

Joining the staff of the Society on June 1,
1977, Mrs. Huff will have special respon-
sibilities in Reference and Volunteer Services in
the Library and carries other responsibilities as
determined in conference with the Director of
the Library and Archives.

With Mrs. Huff’s appointment, the
professional staff of the Society is greatly
strengthened. She is familiar with the materials
at the Society having served as a volunteer at
various times since moving to Nashville.

Oct. 25, 1977

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THE DCHS DINNER
Kansas City General Assembly

Dr. William Martin Smith,
Speaker

5:30 P.M.
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DCHS RECIPIENT FROM MORRISON ESTATE

Final distribution has been made to the
Society from the estate of Dr. Hugh T. and
Mary Morrison. A total of $23,110 has been
received from this bequest.

Dr. Morrison, in the beginning of his career,
served as co-pastor with his brother, Dr.
Charles Clayton Morrison, of the First Chris-
tian Church in Springfield, Illinois, for two
years. He then became a medical doctor after
graduating from Drake Medical School.
Throughout his life he remained committed to
the work of the church. He became the first
president of the Illinois Council of Churches in
1937 and was a trustee of the Disciples Divinity

House of the University of Chicago for fifty
years.

Dr. Morrison died February 15, 1973 at the
age of 95. He was preceeded in death by his
wife Mary in 1939. That portion of the estate
received by the Disciples of Christ Historical
Society, reflects the unceasing interest and sup-
port of this devoted couple of the church in the
preservation of our religious heritage through
the Society.

The future work of the Society will continue
to be enhanced as members and friends include
the Society in their wills.

ducation Committee of the N.A.C.C., 1968. Many members are Past-Presidents of the Conven-

tion. Front row (I to r): Russ Blowers (1975); L. Palmer Young (1967); Burris Butler (1968);
B. D. Phillips (Vice President, 1968); Paul Benjamin. Back row (I to r): Douglas A. Dickey
(1969); Marshall Leggett (1971); W. Harold Hockley (1962); W. F. Lown (1973); Leonard

Wynne.

N.A.C.C. continued

become a significant center of identity. Colleges,
publishing houses, and missionary enterprises
are represented by displays. Many identify with
them as “our work.”

Has the ecclesiology reflected in the Conven-
tion changed? Not formally. The Convention is
still defined as a free assembly of individual
believers. In this sense, it is not correct to speak
of ““churches related to the North American.”
But actually, churches support, and promote
the Convention, which mal}()es its self-definition
difficult to maintain.

Has the North American become the center
of a new denomination? Or, will it? Those in-
volved in the “Internal Unity Meetings” of a
decade ago often heard it prophesied that the
North American would someday follow the lead

of the International in becoming a self-
confessed denomination.

That time is not yet. Strong convictions
represented in the Convention Committee con-
tinue to insist upon its ‘“‘non-denominational”
posture. But it is to be acknowledged that the
denominational tendencies are there. Only by
recognizing them can they be overcome. A ma-
jor panel discussion will address this issue in
Cincinnati. It is also under the scrutiny of a
special Committee under chairmanship of
Edwin V. Hayden, Editor of Christian Stan-
dard.

It remains for those who yet believe with
Thomas Campbell that “The Church of Christ
on earth is . . . one . ..,” to subject all other
relationships to that reality.
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DISCIPLES BIBLE CHAIR continued.

graduate students.® Although the announce-
ment of the School of Religion said: “It
supplements but in no way duplicates or com-
petes with the long established and invaluable
Bible Chair lectureship and ‘Upper Room’ ac-
tivities, . . .””** one cannot help but feel that the
existence of the School of Religion made it
much easier to make the decision to close the
Bible Chair. The fact that the work was being
sponsored by the university itself, whereas the
Bible Chair was an adjunct to the university,
and that a student could earn credit in religion
to apply on his degree, whereas the Bible Chair
offered no such credit, was enough to cast a
negative influence on the Bible Chair.

The Disciples were aware of this. When the
United Christian Mission Society (which had
assumed the programs of the C.W.B.M. in
1919) evaluated its various programs in 1927-
28, the following remark was made about the
Ann Arbor Bible Chair:

In view of the following facts: (1) that
several other religious communions are
making very special efforts to provide for
the students of their own fellowship in the
university; (2) that the number of
students enrolled from homes of the
Christian church is not larger than can be
given adequate pastoral care by the
Christian Church of Ann Arbor; (3) that
the School of Religion, fostered by the uni-
versity, promises to supply the need for
Bible instruction of university character
and grade; and (4) that the work now be-
ing done by the Bible Chair is the work of
one man and is unique and of exceptional
character and value, because of the
character and personality of the man; it
seems advisable to continue the work of
the Bible Chair as long as the present oc-
cupant of the chair is able and disposed to
serve as instructor, but that no further
commitment be made to it until the future
of the School of Religion shall have been
determined.”

So the future of the Ann Arbor Bible Chair
was already under some question when the
economic hard times of the 1930’s came along.
This was the ingredient which precipitated the
decision to close the Bible Chair. In 1930 the
U.C.M.S. was forced to cut back its budget un-
til the instructors of all the Disciples Bible
Chairs were living on bare subsistence wages.
In 1932 all the funds were cut off from the Bible
Chairs. The Disciples Bible Chairs at other uni-
versities were able to struggle through and
maintain their existence, but the Ann Arbor Bi-
ble Chair was closed. In his annual Christmas
letter for 1931-32, Iden announced that he
would soon be out of a job. It was not that the
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U.C.M.S. wanted to cut off the funds, but their
receipts had fallen off so much that the action
was necessary. The funds were cut off at the end
of January, 1932; the Bible Chair operated un-
til the end of the school year. Then the doors of
Lane Hall at the University of Michigan closed
on Bible Chair and ‘“Upper Room” work for
the last time.*®

Thus ended the Disciples’ first experiment in
teaching religion in a state university. It served
as a source of inspiration, if not a prototype of
form, for the rest of the Disciples Bible Chairs
in several other universities, and for an even
larger movement, taken up by a number of
other denominations, which is even yet a
significant factor in religion studies on many
state university campuses.

* Ibid., p. 8.

% Ibid., p. 6. It is interesting to note that the organizer and
first president of the School of Religion was himself a
Disciple: Charles T. Paul, who had been the first and
only president of the C.W.B.M.’s College of Missions in
Indianapolis and who was on leave from that school to
the University of Michigan.

7 Survey of Service (St. Louis: Christian Board of Publica-
tion, 1928), pp. 238-239.

** Ida Withers Harrison, The Christian Woman’s Board of
Missions, 1874-1919 (no publisher named, 1920), pp.
156-157; “‘Educational Problems Considered,” World
Call, XIV (May, 1932), p. 8; Bowen, World Call, XIV
(June, 1932), p. 18; Iden, Bulletin, 1931-1932, pp. 162-
163.

COMMUNION SET PRESERVED

The communion set used at Big Cane,
Louisiana, in the last decades of the 19th Cen-
tury has been donated to the Society by Miss
Patricia Catlett of Hammond, Louisiana.

The Big Cane Christian Church (the second
Christian Church in Louisiana) was established
in 1875. In 1880 several charter members gave
a communion set to the church. Among these
men were Simeon Fleshman and Dr. Timothy
Ward.

Some of the first ministers of this church
were D. W. Pritchett, Joseph Shields, W. S.
Houchins and Joseph Scott.

Some time later, the Big Cane Christian
Church was apparently moved to Morrow,
Louisiana, about five miles away. The new
house of worship at Morrow was dedicated on
June 1, 1902.

When the Morrow Church was disbanded
the communion service was given to Mrs. Lulu
May Fleshman Haw, daughter of Simeon

continued next page



SUSTAINING

8. Hurt, John E., Martinsville, IN
9. Pendleton, Thorn, Warren, OH

LIFE

584. Newman, Linda McCollum, Perryville, KY
585. Blackwell, Jack, Sedalia, MO

587. Doolen, Daniel Wayne, Indianapolis, IN
588. Carpe, William D., Lexington, KY

589. Simones, Harold E., Salem, OH

590. Simones, Marsha C., Salem, OH

591. Strawn, Constance Kay, Salem, OH

ANNUAL INCREASED TO LIFE
586. McWhirter, David 1., Nashville, TN

PARTICIPATING

Earley, Helen Creath, Big Spring, TX
Gerrard, William R., III, Atlanta, GA
Hurt, Mrs. W. V., Monrovia, IN

ANNUAL

Berkey, Mildred M., Louisville, KY

Cary, Mrs. Jack, Harlingen, TX
McCollum, Mrs. James A., Amarillo, TX
McCord, Donald H., Ft. Wayne, IN
Morgan, James Logan, Newport, AR
Oosting, Kenneth W., Milligan College, TN

ANNUAL—STUDENT

Acree, Deborah, Indianapolis, IN
Altfilish, James, Garber, OK
Bailey, David, Kenmore, NY
Bailey, Ron, Anderson, IN
Blakesley, Blake, Indianapolis, IN
Boehnke, John, Blackwell, OK
Bowie, Gary, Wellington, KS
Canfield, Don, Nash, OK

NEW MEMBERSHIPS
(As of April 11,1977)

Child, Jeff, Indianapolis, IN

Couch, Kenneth, Indianapolis, IN
Crenshaw, Jerry, Sharon, KS
Crenshaw, Lynn, Sharon, KS
Culleen, Carrie, Indianapolis, IN
Culpepper, Ellen, Indianapolis, IN
Cuthbert, Raymond, A., Indianapolis, IN
Dixon, Mike, Enid, OK

Dortch, Marvin, Indianapolis, IN
Fesmire, Cheryl, Indianapolis, IN
Freeman, Earnest, Indianapolis, IN
Graham, Jon, Marshall, OK
Groom, Jeanne D., Martinsville, IN
Harris, Bill, Covington, OK

Harris, Robert L., Eaton, IN
Hornick, David, L., Indianapolis, IN
Jeffcoat, W. D., Henderson, TN
Jewsbury, William H., Indianapolis, IN
Kares, Steve, Lizton, IN

Kizzia, Dawn, Indianapolis, IN
Krause, Larry, Elwood, IN
McClanahan, Peggy, Enid, OK
McEachern, MyCherie, Enid, OK
McKee, Diana, Helena, OK
McNaney, Scott, Summitville, IN
Manson, Darrel, Cleo Springs, OK
Murphy, Etta Jane, Greensburg, IN
Passmore, Mike, Enid, OK

Poe, Rod, Enid, OK

Pumphrey, Mark, Enid, OK

Rider, Fred, Enid, OK

Sexton, Maribeth B., Enid, OK
Shore, Karen, Chandler, OK

Smith, C. Mike, Indianapolis, IN
Smith, Vernon, Enid, OK

Southard, Paul, Okeene, OK
Swatosh, John, Brooklyn, IN
Walters, Richard, Homer, IN
Walters, Ross, Carthage, IN
Wearstler, Ralph S., Indianapolis, IN

COMMUNION SET continued

Fleshman, as she was the oldest living descen-
dant of one of the donors. Upon her death in
1940, the service passed on to her eldest
daughter, Mrs. Maud Haw Havard, of Alexan-
dria, Louisiana. When Mrs. Havard died in
Colorado Springs, the set was willed to her
niece, Patricia Catlett, who has now presented
it to the Society.

The silver set is made up of a pitcher, two
goblets and two plates. It is on display in the
museum in the Thomas W. Phillips Memorial.

RELIGIOUS BROADCASTING
INFORMATION REQUESTED

Mr. Ralph Williams of Harding College is
doing research on religious broadcasting. He
would appreciate receiving information about
current radio or T.V. programs and programs
offered in the past; when the program began;
who was (were, is) the speaker(s); who spon-
sored it; stations that aired it; time of broad-
cast; format and length of program; etc. Send
information to Ralph Williams, Box 1611,
Harding College, Searcy, Arkansas 72143.
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