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DR. BOWER HONORED
Dr. William Clayton Bower was honored

in recognition of his 100th birthday with a
Life Link Membership in the Disciples of
Christ Historical Society. Dr. Bower,
professor emeritus of the University of
Chicago and former Dean of both Tran-
sylvania College and the College of the Bible
(now Lexington Theological Seminary),
celebrated his 100th birthday on February
6th.

President and Mrs. Huff made the presen-
tation on February 5th in the Bower's home
in Lexington, Kentucky. Over fifty alumni
of the University of Chicago, and friends
contributed the funds for this $500
membership in recognition of the signifi-
cant contributions Dr. Bower had made to
their lives and to Christian Education.

Since retirement Dr. Bower became an
avid painter. He has presented the
Historical Society a painting of the New
Union Christian Church, one of the early
Kentucky congregations where Dr. Elmer
Snoddy preached for many years and where
Dr. Bower also spoke on numerous oc-
casIOns.

William Clayton Bower

POST CARD COLLECTION

Edith T. Medley is in the process of
building a post card collection for the
Historical Society. I t will be a collection of
post cards both old and new, with pictures of
Christian Churches on them. Her aim is to
secure many post cards printed in the early
1900' s, as th is was considered the Golden
Age of Post Cards by the deltiologists. She
would enjoy building a collection, begin-

ning with the early churches and bringing it
up to our modern cards of today. She has
received cards from Florida, Georgia, Ken-
tucky and other states. They are coming in
regularly. If you have cards that you would
like to donate to this collection please mail
them to Edith T. Medley, 1122 Latta Lane,
Orlando, FL 32804.

RECENT ACQUISITIONS

The biographical file at the Historical
Society has recently been enlarged. Over
1000 photographs were recently received
from the Communication Office of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to be
added to this file. We urge all friends of the
Society to be aware of this valuable reference
tool and send materials to be added to this
file. Most useful are identified photographs
and short biographies such as resumes. The
biographical file is one of the most con-

suIted collections at the Historical Society.
Another well used collection is the

library. Over 500 books were accessioned
between October, 1977, and March, 1978.
Jane Kropa, a student at Vanderbilt Divinity
School who holds a Masters Degree in
Library Science from Syracuse University,
and Mary Louise McAdams, our 1977
Volunteer of the year, have been con-
tributing greatly to the Historical Society's
work by doing the cataloging.
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RECENT RESEARCH
Over 35 individuals have spent many

hours at the Thomas W. Phillips Memorial
Building doing research from January to
March, 1978. Among the topics being
researched are:

The meaning and history of ordination
and the ministry

Women in the church
The history of the Christian Connection
Orations, debates and sermons of early

leaders
The history of churches in the U.S., in

England, and regionally.

ANNIVERSARY
July 31st is the 150th anniversary of the

wedding of Alexander Campbell to Selina
Huntington Bakewell. They were married
at her brother's house in Wellsburg,
Virginia, by Dr. Edward Smith, a Methodist
minister. The second Mrs. Campbell had
been chosen by the first Mrs. Campbell
before her death in 1827.

Library and archives open Monday-
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

CLIP AND MAIL ORDER FORM BELOW TO: Disciples of Christ Historical Society, 110119th Ave.
S., Nashville, TN 37212
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HISTORIANS

In 1538 Marlin Luther said:
Historians are the most useful people
and the best teachers. One can never
honor, praise, and thank them enough.

When one reads such a statement, one
immediately thinks of professionally
trained historians: College and
seminary history professors, church
historians, historians of various dimen-
sions of county, state, national, and
world history. We oftentimes un-
derestimate the importance of their roles
and the significant contributions they
make to our lives and society.

Past generations have had their poet
laureates. We would do well to give
pre-eminence to our historians and heed
the wisdom of the ages they share. The
time is right to place renewed emphasis
upon history in our colleges and
seminaries, both that related to the
church and life as a whole.

The growing trend of congregations
appointing historical committees and
historians is highly desirable. Too long
we have been dominated by program-
matic and leadership cycles, by fads, by
efforts to avoid the conventional and the
desire to be creative. These forces will
always be with us, but if we let them-
they can blow us aimlessly to and fro
like feathers in the wind.

We need historical committees and
historians in our congregations charged
with the responsibility of preserving our
heritage and helping every member to
know who we are, where we have been,
and what we believe. Then we will be
be~ter prepared to decide where we are
gomg.

Documents are available upon re-
quest from the Historical Society,
giving suggestions for historical com-
mittees and historians.

ROLAND K. HUFF
President

Cover page: Quotation appearing on cenotaph In
the forecourt of the Thomas W. Phillips
Memorial.



DISPERSING THE FOG: DISCIPLES AND THEIR COLLEGES

by William E. Tucker*

The news of my election to a college
presidency prompted a number of friends
from near and far to send me their thoughts.
To my surprise and consternation, con-
dolences outnumbered congratulations by a
substantial margin. Then I saw through a
glass darkly. My vision is still myopic, to be
sure, but at least I am beginning to
understand the misgivings of many who
favored me with letters. It occurs to me that
every college and university president in the
land, whether perceived to be drowning in
the open sea or walking on water at the
moment, has ample reason to bear in mind
those memorable words of the late Winfred
Ernest Garrison:

I have no care for what the world may do
to me,

For I have riches that it cannot take
And poverty that it cannot enrich -
And the rest does not greatly matter.1

If you judge me to be engaging in a little
game of distortion, consider the apparently
insatiable hunger for dollars in colleges and
universities, small and large. Like others in
my position, I spend an astonishing amount
of time asking for money or giving the
committed an opportunity to translate their
faith into support. The response, on
balance, is gratifying and encouraging.
Invariably, of course, a broad-gauged
appeal for funds strikes an open wound
somewhere and sets off an explosion which
tempts a college president to think of herself
as a fitting candidate for a Purple Heart if
not the Medal of Honor.

To cite but one example, I enclosed a
postage-paid envelope in my note inviting
her to help. She replied by return mail, but
her contribution was an epistle rather than a
check. N ow I can sense more clearly how the
Galatians must have felt when they heard
from the Apostle Paul. Her words, vitriolic
and scorched with emotion, are not likely to
be included in an anthology of glad
thoughts for the perturbed and the dis-
concerted.

·William E. Tucker is Presidem of Bethany College
and a member of the Board of Trustees of the Disciples
of Christ Historical Society. This address was given at
thc General Assembly of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in Kansas City, Missouri, on
October 25, 1977.

"In my opinion," she wrote, "college is
probably the worst place you can send your
child. With the free-flowing illegal drugs,
the alcohol problems and sexual freedom, it
without a doubt is where a young person
learns all the wrong things the quickest."
Giving full expression to her sentiments,
she continued: "The problem with college
now is that it is not an education; it's a
business. My husband and I are both college
graduates. When we went to school, our
professors were not in their twenties,
smoking pot and having drinking parties
with students." Lest her volleys miss the
intended target, she aimed carefully and
concluded with all barrels smoking
"church-related colleges are no better than
state universities; they're just more expen-
sive. Certainly I will not advise any of my
friends to send their children to college (and
they still are children at eighteen). Far better
to. learn a trade or do someth ing constructi ve
[rather than] live off taxpayers at a
playground (college) for as many years as
they can get away with."

I Winfrcd E. Garrison. Thy sea so great (St. Louis,
BClhany Press, 1965) p. 21.

\
William E. Tucker
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If our five-star, self-appointed critic has a
corner on the truth and can muster in-
contestable evidence to support her posi-
tion, we Disciples should rethink our
mission of witness and service so as to cut
our losses immediately. To be utterly
candid, we ought to disengage ourselves
from higher education before we take part in
the warping of more young people who
apparently graduate from high school with
their innocence intact. In the interest of
sanity, we might even give the leaning ivory
tower a nudge and prepare to celebrate its
eventual crash.

The act of repudiating the academy and
withdrawing all support from it would free
hundreds of thousands of dollars annually
for other noble causes, each of which is and
always has been underfinanced. Those who
struggle mightily to stretch the outreach
dollar in the face of mind-boggling need and
ravaging inflation could take special delight
in the happy privilege of increasing
allocations across the board. Who knows?
We Disciples might just regain some ground
lost long ago and claim a new frontier in the
name of Christ.

In addition, an irrevocable decision
declaring higher education outside the
range of the Church's concern would
extricate us from a vice which has squeezed
Disciples for more than 140 years. Begin-
ning with the founding of Bacon College in
1836, our forebears established schools with
reckless zeal in an attempt to cultivate the
Lord's vineyard and increase the yield. With
few notable exceptions, their massive efforts
were misguided and ill-conceived. Look at
the record.

Prior to the Civil War, Disciples
numbered less than 200,000 but launci-Ied at
least sixteen colleges and possiblj' more. No
wonder Alexander Campbell, speaking at
Bethany in 1858, observed: "We have,
indeed, too many colleges and universities,
too many institutions so called, in all the
religious denominations of our country.
And we, as a Christian people, have, in one
sense, already outgrown ourselves, as well as
outgrown other: denominations of
religionists 'in the penchant for colleges and
universities. "2

Moses E. Lard echoed the same judgment
seven years later. "Our great centres of
learning must be sustained," he wrote in his
short-lived quarterly. "Their decline could
be looked upon as nothing short of a
calamity. Only we are committing this great
folly-we are building ten where we should
have but one." Then he added: "Up to this
writing not a semblance of a necessity has
existed among us for more than one college.
Had we only one, and had that one all the
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money which from first to last we have spent
on colleges, and the control of all the young
men we are now sending to eight or ten
unbuilt, half-built, and imperfectly en-
dowed institutions, the results, we have no
hesitation in saying, would be both far more
and far better than we are now realizing.
With us a cherished principle is-but few
institutions of learning, and these of the
highest order."3

Despite their uncommon powers of
persuasion, Lard and Campbell found no
way to stem the tide. Well-intentioned but
short-sighted companions in faith, certain
that the Almighty looked with favor upon
their sacrificial work, continued to found
colleges, literally hundreds of them. Mostof
the schools faced impossible odds in the
struggle for survival and closed in short
order. Upon learning of one failure after
another, untold Disciples must have
muttered to themselves: "God works in
mysterious ways, his wonders to perform."

Few of us, including history buffs, have
more than a smattering of knowledge about
our defunct institutions. Have you heard,
for example, of Lamar College which
opened in 1913 on a farm near Clarkston,
Georgia? According to J. Edward Moseley,
"Buildings included a fourteen room house
that became a dormitory, a woodshed made
into a chapel and a chicken house remodeled
into the music studio."4 The survival of
Lamar for two years was a minor miracle
and tests my imagination. Newton
College-near Woodville, Mississippi-
counted among its alumni many "useful
men" and "grand women." Or so we are
told.s Anyway, the closing of Newton in
1860 did not spell disaster for higher
education on the American scene. Neither
Hygeia Female Atheneum nor Fayette
Normal Music and Business College in
Ohio is cited for longevity in the Guinness
Book of World Records.

Do the names of Floral Hill College,
Plattsburg College, Rockport College,
Holden College, Ash Grove College,
Lafayette College and Laclede Seminary
mean anything at all to you? Each of these
schools was established in the State of
Missouri between 1876 and 1884 and now
lies in ruins. Turning from mid-America to

2 Alexander Campbell. Popular lectures and addresses
(Philadelphia, James Challen, 1863) p. 487.

3 Lard's Quarterly, II (April, 1865) 252-253.

4 J. Edward Moseley. Disciples of Christ In Georgia (Sl.
Louis, Bethany Press, 1954) p. 283.

\ M. F. Harmon. A history of the Christian Churches
(Disciples of Christ) In Mississippi (Aberdeen,
Mississippi, 1929) p. 28.



the Southwest, Randolph College in Texas
managed to remain open-in a manner of
speaking-through the Great Depression
only to collapse in 1937. Commenting on
this obscure enterprise which played a role,
however modest, in his preparation for
religious leadership, Granville Walker
noted: "Randolph College was built on a
bluff and operated on the same principle."

Enough of the past. Perhaps too much.
To proceed with a roll call of the dead-all
the way from A to Z-would serve no useful
purpose save to test your patience and my
pertinacity. Suffice it to say, the ground of
Disciples history is littered with the wrecks
of abandoned schools and colleges.

II.

My basic purpose, of course, is not to sift
through the ashes of the dead but to focus
attention on the Iiving. I t is no secret that the
colleges and universities related to the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) are
quite different from each other in size and
strength and program. Even so, they are one
in visualizing an uncertain and somewhat
forbidding future. In almost every quarter,
handwringing academicians are singing the
blues if they sing at all. Without any
question, the diminishing number of
students expected to graduate from high
school in the 1980's is sending shock waves
throughout the educational establishment.
The era of expansion is over. Nowadays
issues of educational journals include essays
on the ethics of retrenchment and on
planning for college closings. Compound-
ing the problems of higher education are the
people, elghteen-year-olds and their
parents, who have convinced themselves
that college going is "declining in value"
and that in tellectual pursuits can be
dropped without affecting the tone and
quality of life on this planet.

In view of past follies, present cir-

Bacon College building

at Georgetown, Ky.

cum stances and future prospects, is it wise
and sensible for us to stand behind our
institutions of higher education, to add our
strength to theirs, and to make certain that
insofar as possible they will not be listed
among the deceased in the 1980's and
thereafter? That unrelenting critic, referred
to earlier, has a ready response: "In my
opinion college is probably the worst place
you can send your child" and is "without a
doubt where a young person learns all the
wrong things the quickest." Contrast her
position with that of Mr. Campbell.
"Colleges are, in every point of view, the
most important and useful institutions on
earth, second only to the Church of Christ in
their inherent claims upon Christian
liberality and Christian patronage,"
declared the Sage of Bethany. "If they be
not worthy of the smiles, the prayers and the
contributions of a Christian community, I
know not, beyond the church, what is, or
ought to be, an appropriate and an ap-
proved object of Christian patronage and
Christian Iiberality."6 To dismiss either
Campbell or the unnamed critic as out of
bounds would be unfortunate, to my mind.
The viewpoints of both advocate and
detractor are worth pondering, particularly
in a time when church and college are
foggy in their thinking about the distinc-
tiveness of Christian higher education.

III.

If we expect to see more clearly the
relationship between tower and steeple,
surely we must try to disperse the fog by
reaching some common understanding on
the purpose and function of a Christian
college. Without presuming to be either
comprehensive or systematic, I want to
advance several convictions for your reflec-
tion.

6 Campbell, Op. cit. p. 488-489.
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Bacon College building at Harrodsburg, Ky.

A college, regardless of the quality of its
relationship to the Disciples, is not a
church. A college is not even a conference
center which specializes in extended
programs for Christian young people. In the
event you think these disclaimers are too
obvious to mention, consider the direct
correlation between student conduct and
church-relatedness in the minds of countless
laypersons and pastors alike. Any instance
of immorality on campus is firm evidence
that the college is unprincipled and, in fact,
is Christian in name only. So the reasoning
goes. Irate believers ask: "How can we in
good conscience condone much less support
an enterprise which permits un-
conscionable behavior?" I am convinced
that some of the devout have higher
expectations of a church-related college
than of a congregation whose membership,
to a person, has confessed that Jesus is
Christ. If a particular act of student or
professor makes you question whether a
Christian college is true to its avowed
claims, ask yourself when a community of
Disciples dismissed someone from its
membership on the grounds of immorality.
I have been in the Stone-Campbell Move-
ment for over thirty years, and I cannot
recall a single case of dismissal in all that
time. It strikes me as utter nonsense to expect
a college to uphold a higher standard of
morality than the gathered church. Let the
truth be told. Colleges are for sinners. Come
to think of it, so are churches.

A college, regardless of the quality of its
relationship to Disciples, is not an
evangelistic agency. The purpose of an
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institution of higher learning is to educate
rather than to save. Harsh as it may sound,
the professional responsibility of a
chemistry professor in a Christian college is
to teach chemistry to students, not to win
them to Christ. To argue otherwise, in my
view, makes a mockery of college and
threatens the integrity of the educational
process.

Having dismissed the notion that our
colleges and universities are essentially
"defenders of the faith," I should add that
these institutions ough t not be adversaries of
the faith. There is no compelling reason for
an instructor in a church-related college to
accept as a solemn obligation the respon-
sibility of cutting the ties, whether tenuous
or substantial, binding student and church,
to label as excess baggage the residue of piety
acquired in home and sanctuary. This is a
critical matter and must not be glossed over
with a thin veneer of academic
gobbledygook. Indeed, a campus communi-
ty searches, discovers, reflects, rejects and
confirms without fear of coercion or
reprisal. Many students in this context, as
you know, become confused and begin to
wonder whether they were duped by
spiritual palaver in their earlier years.
Questions can lead to doubt and doubt to
disenchantment with church and with
Christian faith. At precisely this point
professors ought to be especially sensitive
lest they dismantle a student's cherished
beliefs without providing a base for new
understanding and growing commitment.
In sum, a Christian college is neither an
evangelistic agency nor a society for the
promotion of agnosticism.

IV.

What, then, is a Christian college in the
tradition of Disciples of Christ? Is it
distinctive? If so, how? Let me preface my
answer with two observations.

(I) More often than not, proponen ts of
the Christian college are guilty of first
degree exaggeration. Many of them remind
me of a verse from Ogden Nash:

A chuckling tycoon of Fort Worth
When asked for the cause of his mirth
Replied, Houston and Dallas
W ill shore bust a gall us
When they hear I've just purchased the

earth.7

Instead of following the example of the
chuckling tycoon, advocates of Christian

70?;dcn Nash. There's always another windmill
(Boston, Little, Brown, 1968) p. 54.



colleges should see the wisdom and
credibility in thoughtful modesty.

(2) Today Christian colleges, in the
main, are designated as church-related. The
change in nomenclature reflects a move in
the direction of ambiguity. "Relationship,
everyone knows, can be either distant or
close," Elton Trueblood has written. "It
may mean a great deal or it may mean
practically nothing, and the simple truth is
that the latter is what [is] often intended by
'church-related'."8 Even Trueblood
acknowledged that "church-related" and
Christian may be used as interchangeable
terms in referring to a college. We must
work to make it so.

When asked to define a Christian college,
Dr. W. E. Garrison replied on one occasion:
"A Christian college is first a college."9
Scores of people have taken it upon
themselves to expand on Dr. Garrison's
answer. Many have argued that the Chris-
tian college is small. Do we therefore
exclude any institution with thousands of
students and wide-ranging programs at
both baccalaureate and graduate levels?
Besides, is small necessarily beautiful?
Others have reasoned that a Christian
college is person-centered. Does not atten-
tion to the individual vary from campus to
campus and depend upon the initiative of
students and the responsiveness of faculty?

Still others insist that a Christian college
encourages each student to reach his or her
full potential. Is there a school in America-
state-supported or independent or church-
related-which cannot make the same
claim? Name one. Almost everyone chooses
to highlight the excellence of the Christian
college. In plain truth, there are very few
colleges and universities in the exclusive
category of excellence, and most of them are
not church-related. Yet another line of
reasoning emphasizes that the Christian
college is an institution in an economic
crunch from one year to the next. This
generalization is accurate by and large, but it
gives no comfort to those who are convinced
that a Christian college ought to be
distinctive in purpose and function or like
Lamar and Newton and Randolph Colleges
fall by the wayside.

If the customary arguments advanced in
support of a Christian college are self-
serving and do not hold up under careful
examination, are we left with no answers to
the question of distinctiveness? Absolutely
not.
In my view, a Christian college is a

community which rejoices in its church
relationship and recognizes that the
relationship depends on intention as well as
tradition. Through its leaders, the com-
munity is mindful of the need to increase the

visibility of church on campus without in
any way replacing the tower with the Cross
and thereby infringing upon the treasured if
sometimes abused principle of academic
freedom.

A Christian college is a community in
which a "critical mass" of administrators,
trustees, faculty, staff and students believes
in Jesus Christ as Lord, accepts him as
saviour, and lives out faith in such a way as
to commend the Gospel to others. Followers
of Christ in large numbers, no doubt, can be
found in every public institution of higher
learning from the Atlantic to the Pacific. In
a church-related college, however, the
Christian life is modeled not by accident but
on purpose and with institutional en-
couragement. This, it seems to me, is a
distinctive quality of the Christian college.

A Christian college is a community of
learning in which Christian faith can get a
fair hearing in the academic marketplace
and vie with competing points of view for
acceptance. Consideration of the Christian
message is, in final analysis, left to chance
on other compuses. Not so in a Christian
college.

A Christian college is an institution
which gives priority to the teaching of
thoughtful and informed religion. The task
is far from easy in our time. On the one
hand, large and ever-growing segments of
society are organized as if God does not
count even if he exists. On the other hand, a
massive religion-of-the-heart movement is
attracting extraordinary allegiance to a
simple Christ, a simple Gospel, and an
incredibly simple Bible. Of all the in-
stitutions in North America, the Christian
college is in a most strategic position to
respond to the countervaling forces of
heartless secularism and mindless religion.

A Christian college also gives priority to
the education of Christian leaders, both
ministers and laypersons. Unlike state-
supported and private schools, the church-
related college responds deliberately, un-
ashamedly, and therefore distinctively to the
need for religious leaders in every genera-
tion.

A Christian college affirms by its very
presence that the One who thundered over
Sinai is the Alpha and the Omega, that the
earth is the Lord's and all therein, and that
all people are children of God and live under
His judgment and by His grace in Christ.
These affirmations mayor may not inform

8 D. Elton Trueblood. The idea ofacollege(New York.
Harper. 19.'i9) p. 16.

9 Quoted in Perry E. Gresham. Campbf'll and the
Colleges (Nashville. Disciples of Christ Historical
Society. 1973) p. 78.
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