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synergoi  (Phil.  1:2,3),
exegeses of I.Corinthians
I, is fresh anu rewarding.

Freu Norris brings together
his essay "Apostolic, Catholic
Consensus  Fideleum." Norris  points out Alexander
Campbell's  historical ~critical analysis of Scripture, ina
day when creedalizing, and  proof-texting, and
spiritualizing were the eisegetical norms. Norris sees
our heritage and future linked with an authoritative

Campbell's  address (cont.)

Campbell was only one of at least eight
guest  ministers  who preached  for the
congressional  services in 1850.2! In fact, a
Reverend William Sparrow, D.O. of
Virginia, preached in the Hall of Represen-
tatives on 26 May, just one week before
Campbell made his appearance!

Notices appearing in the Intelligencel'
showed at least four guest _speakers
preaching at the Capitol in 1849.4 One of
these merited this follow-up in the Monday
paper on 15 January:

The Hall of the House of Represen-
tatives was yesterday (Sunday) crowded to
its utmost capacity by an audience of the

prostatis (Ro. 16:2). Barlchy's
14:34-35 and | Timothy  2:1I-

many seminal iueas in
and Sensible:  The

highest respectability, drawn together to
hear a sermon from the Rev. Dr. Henry B.
Bascom  of  Kentucky. Among the
numerous dignitaries present, our
reporter  noticed the President of the
United States and the Speaker of the
House. The text from which Dr. Bascom

del ivered his discourse was Galatians, 6th
chapter, and 14th verse:

"But God forbid that | should glory,
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ
by whom the world is crucified unto me,
and | unto the world."

It was a most eloquent effort, well
worthy of the fame of the distinguished
pulpit  orator, and commanded the
profound attention of all present.

I looked no further since the 1849 and 1850
vol umes of the Intelligencel' provided
enough evidence to establish that Campbell
was far from being either the first or theonly
minister to preach for a Sunday meeting of
Senators and Representatives  at the Capitol.

Due to the limited scope of this project, | was
unable to trace the history of the con-
gressional  worship services. One of the first

items of business of the first Congress in

1789 was the election of Chaplains  for the
House and the Senate.23 It would be
interesting to discover if these Sunday
services had been held throughout the
history of the Congress. It was certainly a
regular  practice  from  1849-1857 as an
examination of those volumes of the
Intelligencel'  will reveal. From later cor-
respondence with  the Architect of the
Capitol, | learned: "It was customary in
earlier days for Congress, especially the

Bible
apostolic
anu emotion

within ~ the interpretative Church. This s
anu catholic. It isalso "sensible" when reason
are blendeu in allegiance to Christ.

Standard  Publishing is to be complimented in the
production  of F.ssays On New Testament Christianity,
and encouraged to  continue other scholarly
publications. ~ The price of the book is high ($12.95), but
so is its purpose, content and theology. This book is
Campbell ian "current  reformation” thinking  at its
best.

to be used for
because there
places in the infant
Capital city."24 Also, the Senate Historical
Office said: "Both the Chaplains  of the
Senate and House confirm that it was quite
common  for visiting ministers to preach in
the Capitol on Sundays in the nineteenth
century."25

In summary, what conclusions can be
drawn from the evidence to answer my four
original questions? (1) Campbell had not, as
Murch claimed, addressed ajoint-session  of
Congress. What he did do was preach, by
invitation ~ from members of the House and
the Senate, for a worship service held at the
Capitol.  (2) Murch was also incorrect in
claiming  that Campbell ~ was "the only
minister of the gospel to be extended such a
courtesy in the history of the republic."26
Though  Congress seems to have refrained
from crying "whosoever will may come" to
every pulpiteer who made his way to
Washington  and preaching to an assembly
of the nation's legislators was an uncom-
mon honor, Campbell was by no means the
first minister so esteemed. (3) The most
extensive text of the sermon appears to be
the scant outline given by Campbell in the
Mi llennial Harbinger. It does not appear in
his Popular Lectures and Addresses, nor in
any other collection of his speeches. (4) No
contemporary  accounts of the address, other
than Campbell's, can be located.

Still, the fact that his appearance
Congress was not quite
Murch had originally led us to believe does
not seriously impair Campbell's  reputation
as one of the outstanding  speakers of the
nineteenth  century.

House, to allow its Chamber
preaching and other activities
were few meeting

before
as spectacular  as

"City Notices."
15 june, 13 july,
December, anu 28 December
2 Ibid., (13 january. 3 February,
February  1849).
' Th,> Debates and Proceedings

The Natiana/Intelligencer, (2.1 May,
24 August, 11 September. 14
1850).

10 February, and 24

in the Congress of the

United States, Vol. t, 1st Congress (Washington:

Galcs anu Seaton. 1831), PI'. 24, 233.

Leiter received from George M. White, Architect of

the Capitol, 23 August 1978.

Leiter received from Kathryn jacob, 8 August 1978.
zi Murch, Christians  Only, p. 81.
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LIFE
647. Anders, Dan, Bellaire, TX
650. Oaklandon Christian Church
Indianapolis, IN
651. Davis, Ralph E., St. Louis, MO
652. Havens, Jasper C.,
Boise, ID

REGULAR TO LIFE

648. McCully, Oliver W.
LeHigh Acres, FL

649. Berkey, Mildred M.
Louisville, KY

REGULAR TO SUSTAINING
14. Copeland, G. Daniel, Memphis, TN

PARTICIPATING

Brooks, Nancy, Topeka, KS
REGULAR TO PARTICIPATING
Holiman, James B., Urbana, IL

Brite, Robert, Indianapolis, IN
Burkey, William R., Indianapolis, IN
Carrasquillo, Elizabeth,
Indianapolis, IN
Casey-Allen, Janet S., Indianapolis, IN
Castaneda, Hector, Indianapolis, IN
Disseler, R. Steven, Indianapolis, IN
Dykes, James R., Elizabethton, TN
Early, Neil W., Indianapolis, IN
Goodier, Richard B., Jr.
Indianapolis, IN
Grasham, E. Eugene, LLoogootee, IN
Hanby, Kenneth R., Rushville, IN
Hart, Roberta, Union City, IN
Hirsch, John M., Indianapolis, IN
House, David, Milligan College, TN

NEW MEMBERSHIPS
(As of March 31, 1979)

REGULAR
Coffman, Edward F., Jr.,
Madisonville, KY
Dugan, Mrs. D. D., Lexington, KY
Guckenberger, George B.
Cincinnati, OH
Hoagland, Albert J., Jr.
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Kendrick, Ruth Ann,
Harrison, OH
Kuhn, Daniel H., Jr.
Liverpool, NY
Shaffer, Wilma L.., Cincinnati, OH
Shrader, Mrs. Phil, Kokomo, IN
Stone, Jean, El Paso, TX

STUDENT TO REGULAR

Baughman, David W,
Columbia, MO

King, Randall J., Oak Park, IL

Ringgold, William G.,
Veedersburg, IN

Wille, Bob E., Medina, OH

STUDENT
Althaus, A. L., Winnepeg, Manitoba, Canada Howell, Greg, Indianapolis, IN

Kispert, Robert C., Indianapolis, IN
Mason, Pamela Y., Monticello, IN
May, Mark A., Indianapolis, IN
Musgrave, Frank M., Johnson City, TN
Nutter, Ron, Indianapolis, IN
Oditt, R. Keith, Indianapolis, IN
Purdy, Koni, Indianapolis, IN
Roberts, Juanita S.,

Indianapolis, IN
Shepherdson, Dena M., Indianapolis, IN
Smith, Gloria J., Atlanta, IN
Reed, Norman, Indianapolis, IN
Roberts, L.. Phillip, Morgantown, IN
Thompson, Robert W., Bristol, VA
Wasem, John E., Hampton, TN
Williams, Paul, Austin, TX




— Disciphana

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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CLAUDE E. SPENCER (1898—1979)

Dr. Claude E. Spencer: Student Assistant in Culver-Stockton College Library 1917-1922, Culver-Stockton
College Librarian 1922-1951, Volunteer Curator of Disciples of Christ Historical Society in Canton, Missouri
1941-1951, Curator of Disciples of Christ Historical Society in Nashville, Tennessee 1952-1965, Vanderbilt
Divinity School Research Assistant in Church History 1960-1965, Curator Emeritus of the Disciples of Christ
Historical Society 1965-1979. Died July 5, 1979.
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DISCIPLES OF CHRIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY

FAREWELL CURATOR EMERITUS

On the occasion of the retirement of
Dr. Claude E. Spencer, the July 1965
Discipliana carried this headline on the
cover page: FAREWELL CURATOR,
HAIL CURATOR EMERITUS!
Regretfully, we must now say, FARE-
WELIL CURATOR EMERITUS!
After a valiant fight with heart
problems Spencer, as he was affec-
tionately called by family and friends,
died July 5, 1979.

There are those who will say a part of
the Society died with Spencer. Not true.
Quite to the contrary the Society is alive
today because this man lived. As one of
its original architects, Spencer helped to
breathe life into the Society in 1941. His
nurture and cultivation played a major
role in making the Society what it is
today, one of the significant Protestant
church history research centers in
America.

Many of you will want to re-read the
July 1965 issue of Discipliana which
was given over in its entirety to honor-
ing this one whom we owe so much. On
the occasion of his retirement, among
other things it was said: “He has been
the creation of scholars, editors,
librarians, and critics.” ““He has helped
to separate the significant from the
trivial and the relevant from the irrele-
vant.”

As true with the Society, Claude
Spencer’s services and personal concern
were extended to literally hundreds of
individuals in all three church bodies
emerging out of the Campbell-Stone
Movement: the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), the Christian
Churches, and the Churches of Christ.
Of their more than four million
members, none are more knowledgeable
regarding sources of historical materials
pertaining to these three church bodies
than was Claude Spencer.

Until very recent weeks prior to his
death Spencer, from the vast resources of
his computerized mind, could still
direct a staff member or a researcher to
the source for an illusive, historical fact.

Members, Trustees, staff, and friends
are grateful for the life and work of
Claude E. Spencer.

Roland K. Huff



$54,753 RECEIVED TOWARDS PERMANENT FUNDS
CAMPAIGN

All Foundation gifts received since
July 1, 1978 have been credited towards
the Permanent Funds Campaign. $54,-
753 has been received to date. We are
well on the way to making the Perma-
nent Funds Campaign in behalf of the
Society a success. Keep in mind the
Society’s short-term goal for permanent
funds is $500,000. The long-range goal
1s $1,000,000. Through this campaign
we press on towards the achievement of
these goals.

Within the Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ) this campaign is

directed to individuals and not for
church credit. Within the Christian
Churches and the Churches of Christ
(the other two church bodies with
whom the Society 1s related) the cam-
paign 1s being directed to both in-
dividuals and congregations. Both cash
gifts and/or pledges to be paid over a
three year period are being solicited.

Meetings have been held to date in
behalf of the campaign in Houston,
Cleveland, Kansas City, and Los
Angeles. Meetings to be held elsewhere
in the near future.

NAMED FUNDS EXCELLENT WAY TO HONOR AND MEMORIALIZE

Eleven Named Funds have been establish-
ed since the beginning of the campaign.
This includes both those that honor the
living and those that memorialize the
deceased.

Four new funds have been established
since last reporting:

G. Edwin and Alma E. Osborn

Dr. Ronald E. and Naomi Jackson Osborn,
and Drs. Charles Edward and Prudence
Osborn Dyer have established this fund
with a gift of $1,000. Dr. G. Edwin Osborn
was born in 1897 and died in 1965. He
received the A.B., AM., and B.D. from
Phillips University, and the Ph.D. from
University of Edinburgh. Dr. Osborn
pastored in Illinois, Arizona, Virginia, and
Oklahoma. He served as professor in the
Graduate Seminary of Phillips University
1914-1964. He was pre-eminent in fields of
worship and preaching. Alma E. Osborn
was born in 1896 and died in 1978. She
shared in a dynamic way the ministry of her
husband. She was a writer, speaker, and
leader in her own right.

Library and archives open Monday—
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Open at
other times for tour groups and
research by special arrangements.

James Franklin and Etta Doyal Lambert

This fund was established by their daughter,
Mrs. Susan Lambert Martin with a gift of
$1,000. James F. Lambert, Disciple, pioneer
preacher in Georgia, was born in 1858 and
died in 1932, in both instances near College
Park, Georgia. His entire ministry was in
Georgia, including pastorates in: Concord,
Liberty, Damascus, Harmony Grove, Un-
ion, College Park, Loganville, Corinth,
Bethel, Mt. Carmel, Berea, and Tallapoosa.
James Franklin Lambert was the father of
twelve children, six by his second wife, Etta
Doyal Lambert. Mrs. Martin says her
mother, Etta Doyal Lambert excelled as
minister’s wife, home maker, hostess and
financier.

Merl R. and Helen R. Hickman

Final distribution has been received from
the Helen R. Hickman estate, making a total
received of $45,858. A Named Fund has been
established in memory of Merl R. and Helen
R. Hickman. Merl preceeded his wife in
death several years. During their lifetimes
they were both ardent Disciples and gave
generously of their time and money for the
work of the whole church. We are grateful
for their interest and support of the work of
the Society and this estate gift they made
possible.

Cont. on p. 45
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OUR CHILDREN, OUR CHURCH, OUR TOMORROW
by Joseph H. Bragg, Jr.*

serves as minister of Central
Tennessee. This ad-

*Joseph H. Bragg, Jr.,
Christian Church, Springfield,
dress was presented at the Disciples of Christ Historical

Society Breakfast during the Tennessee Regional
Assembly, Memphis, Tennessee, April 28, 1979.

On December 21, 1976, the General
Assembly of the United Nations passed a
resolution declaring 1979 as the Inter-
national Year of the Child. It was an
invitation to the world community to renew
its concern for the present and future
conditions of children. Under the guidance
of Dr. Estelania Aldaba Lim of the Philip-
pines, who holds the rank of Assistant
Secretary-General of the UN, the world-
wide emphasis has four major aims: (1) “to
encourage all countries to review their
programs for the well-being of children and
mobilize support for national and local
action;” (2) “to heighten awareness of
children’s special needs;” (3) “to promote
recognition of the vital link between
programmes for children on the one hand
and social progress on the other;”” and (4) ““to
spur specific, p]d(ll(‘al measures  with
achievable goals.’

Although most of us have only recently
heard of this International Year of the
Child, actually, there i1s quite a history
behind it. Back in 1924, after several years of
work, the League of Nations adopted what
was called “The Geneva Declaration of the
Rights of the Child.” When World War 11

36

broke outand the League became powerless,
little more was heard of that effort until after
the founding of the United Nations. Once
more, on October 19, 1959, a Declaration of
the Rights of the Child was adopted, this
time by the UN General Assembly. What we
are observing 1n 1979 1is thus a 20th
anniversary and it 1s hoped that it will be the
occasion to re-affirm, not by words alone,
but by deeds as well, that ““the well-being of
today’s children is the concern of all people
everywhere and that it is inseparably linked
with the peace and prosperity of tomorrow’s
world.”’?

In 1977, along with many other
denominations, the General Assembly of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
passed a resolution in support of the
observance. Since then, through our various
channels of communications, we have been
encouraged to look more seriously at our
ministry to and with children and to work
more effectively in that ministry in order
that our children, our church and our
tomorrow may be embraced more complete-
ly by God’s love.

It 1s in the contextof this observance that I
was asked to speak to you this morning as
one who has spent a great part of his
ministry in the service of children. One
thing that I most assuredly do not wish todo
1s perpetuate the myth that Christian
education has as its primary clients
children. We have bought that bag of fiction
so frequently in the past that we have
neglected terribly the parents and adults
upon whom we must depend to perform our
ministry with children. On the other hand,
my subject is the church and children and it
1s that area which I must address. As befits a
meeting of a historical society, it seems
appropriate to approach the subject from  a
historical perspective; but before we are
finished I want to lay before you some of the
facts of our present day, in the hope that we
may leave more committed to the ministry of
our Lord in all of our tomorrows.

One of the primary differences between
the religion of the Hebrews and that of their
neighbors was the Hebrew concept of the
Law, given by Jehovah to his sometimes
faithful, sometimes faithless people. [t was a
covenant of divine origin which was
binding in its force and all-encompassing in
its application. It was also a covenant to be
passed on to future generations. This was

' International Year of the Child (New York: United
Nations, 1979)
2 1bid.



the first obligation of parents, family and
community. In reading the Old Testament,
one may be so struck by the dominance of
the prophets that teaching may seem to play
an unimportant role. It was there, none-
theless, and the holy faith of the nation was
perpetuated, not so much by the dramatic
preaching of the prophets as by the
dedicated teaching of unremembered
Israelites. It was out of these families and
communities that men such as Amos and
Hosea and Jeremiah came to speak their
word for the Lord, walking in the rich
heritage that nurtured them.

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is
one Lord; and you shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your might. And these
words which I command you this day shall
be upon your heart; and you shall teach
them diligently to your children, and shall
talk of them when you sitin your house, and
when you walk by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise. And you shall
bind them as a sign upon your hand, and
they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.
And you shall write them on the doorposts
of your house and on your gates.’”

This was the background of Jesus and all
that we know of him gives evidence that his
family and community had nurtured him
well in the faith. “Rabbi,” he came to be
called, or “teacher,” as he broke the bread of
new understandings and a new covenant
written upon the heart. The records which
we have that follow his death and resurrec-
tion and that give form to the life of the New
Testament Church affirm the importance of
not only preaching the good news to the
non-believer, but also teaching and nur-
turing the gospel of love from generation to
generation. With the passage of time, the
increased circulation of the written word,
and the growth of the church, the education
of children took on even greater importance.
Among the early fathers, almost every one
has at least one document on the education,

teaching or catechism for the young. In
reading some of them, I have been amazed at
how familiar they sound.

In ““The Catechetical Letters” which
Cyril presented to the new members class at
the Jerusalem Church in the mid 300’s, he
gave this advice regarding the teaching of
children: “Think of this as being the season
for planting young trees. If we do not now
dig and set them deep in the earth, when can
we find another opportunity for planting
well what has been once planted poorly? 41t
takes a strong foundation and then the
addition of successive courses, stone upon
stone, to make a building complete. Just as
an aside, he also made this observation to his
class members: “‘Perhaps (some of) you had
a different reason for coming. For it is quite
what might happen, that a man should be
wanting to advance his suit with a Christian
woman, and to that end has come here.”’
Why, it almost sounds like high school
conference!

Jerome, as you know, spent most of his
time in Rome working on the Latin
translation of the Bible. Sometime around
the end of the 4th century, however, he went
to Bethlehem with two of his female
disciples to start a monastery and a convent.
Among his writings from there is a delight-
ful “Letter to Pacatula’ which shows the
views of this ascetic on child training and
reveals his tender concern foran infant. “To
get her to repeat her lessons in her little
shrill voice,” he wrote, “she must have a
prize of a honey cake offered to her. She will
do her work quickly if she is going to receive
as reward some sweetmeat, or bright flower,
or glittering bauble, or pretty doll . . . Let
her be rewarded for singing the psalms

' The Holy Bible,
Deuteronomy 6:1-9.

Revised  Standard  Version,

b Cyril of Jerusalem and Nemesius of Emesa, ed. by
William Tefler, Vol. 1V, pp. 64-76, (Philadelphia:
The Westminster Press, 1955).

5 Ibid.

ROBBIE N. CHISHOLM — New Trustee 1979 - 1982

with wife Louada.

Lived in Washington, D.C. area since 1935; Attended American University;
Assistant to the Administrator of the Agricultural Research Service in U.S.
. Department of Agriculture, retiring in 1974; member of Heritage Christian
Church, Silver Spring, Md.; has served as elder and Chairman of the Board
locally; served as President of the Region and currently a member of the
Dept. of Ministry; at the General level of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ): Member of the Unified Promotion Board, General Board and
Administrative Committee, Structure and Function Committee, Task
 Force on Higher Education; Chairman of Credentials Committee at 1977
General Assembly in Kansas City and will serve in similar capacity in the
1979 Assembly in St. Louis; now living in Leisure World in Silver Springs
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aloud, so that she may love what she is
forced to do, and it not be work but pleasure,
not a matter of necessity, but one of free
will.”® Sounds like what we might call
behavior modification or at least Sunday
School stars!

John Chrysostom, Patriarch of Constan-
tinople in 398, preached a sermon entitled
“The Right Way For Parents To Bring Up
Their Children” in which he revealed, long
before Freud, the importance of the very
early years, and long before Dewey, the
impact of sensory learning. Clement of
Alexander, Augustine, Gregory, Origen: all
of the church fathers had their educational
proclamations. Such was the concern for
children in the early church.

Moving on about a thousand years, Jean
Charlier de Gerson, chancellor of the
University of Paris and canon at Notre
Dame, encouraged a return to the basics of
Bible study instead of theological subtletics.
In his late years, he wrote a beautiful little
essay called “On Leading Children to
Christ” that demonstrated a major interest
in the nurture of children, although many
thought him far too prominent an
ecclesiastic to waste his time that way. In the
essay, he commented ‘““Many persons con-
sider it even below the dignity of a
clergyman, if, enjoying a good reputation
vested with high ecclesiastical honors, he
devotes himself to this task, especially where
children are concerned Indeed, the
Lord’s disciples . . . thought it unworthy of
Christ . .. This very opinion shows their
mistake, as does also the Lord’s example.”7
Far be it from me to comment on the
relevance of that for contemporary Chris-
tian education!

When we move on to the Protestant
Reformation, the strong belief in the
priesthood of all believers and in justifica-
tion by grace removed the church from the
center spot and replaced it with the Scrip-
tures. Education became a necessity if
people were to study the Bible, grow and

perform their ministries. Calvin and
Zwingli both spoke out strongly for an
educated and informed laity. In 1524 Martin
Luther wrote a letter to the councilmen of
all the cites in Germany urging them to
establish and maintain Christian schools.
“If it is necessary, dear sirs, to expend
annually such great sums for firearms,
roads, bridges, dams and countless similar
items in order that a city may enjoy temporal
peace and prosperity, why should not at
least as much be devoted to the poor needy
youth so that we might engage one or two
competent men to teach school . .. (that
sounds a bit familiar, too, doesn’t it?) . . .
But it 1s a sin and a disgrace that we must
needs urge and be urged to train our
children and youths and seek their best
interests, when nature itself should drive us
to do this and the examples even of the
heathen afford us manifold instruction.
There is not an irrational animal but looks
after its young and teaches them what they
need to know, except the ostrich, of which
God says that she 1s hardened against her
young ones, as though they were not hers,
and leaves her eggs in the earth.””® At any
rate, Luther got his schools and in doing so
lay the groundwork for universal education
as well as for the blend of religious and
secular education that was to be a part of
Western culture for several hundred years.

Other Christian leaders followed with
new insights into the learning patterns of
children: Roger Ascham in the mid-1500’s,
with his emphasis on the humane concern
for pupils, on positive motivation, on the
very young. He was quite avant garde for his
time, though actually he went back to

b Select Letters of St. Jerome, tr. by F. A. Wright, pp.
167-481, (G. P. Putnam’s Sons, Inc., 1933).

7 Three Thousand Years of Educational Wisdom, ed.
by Robert Ulich, (Harvard University Press, 1947).

8 Works of Martin  Luther, tr. by A. T. W.
Steinhaeuser, Vol. IV, pp. 103-130, (A. J. Holman
Company and The Castle Press, 1931).

NANCY BRINK SPLETH — New Trustee 1979 - 1982

“Home church,” First Christian Church, Hereford, Texas; B.A. Texas
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Christian University 1976, Magna Cum Laude, Departmental Honors in
Religion, University Honors, Senior Scholar in Religion; M.Div. The
Divinity School, Vanderbilt University, May 11, 1979, Major Pastoral
Theology: Married Richard L. Spleth, 1975; Intern, Vine Street Christian
Church, Nashville, Tn., 1978-79; Chaplain, Hermann Hospital, Houston,
Tx., 1978; Library Assistant, Disciples of Christ Historical Society, 1976-
77; Southwest Regional Representative on General Board of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) 1972-76; Ordination, May 20, 1979; Team
Ministry with husband, First Christian Church, Sioux City, lowa, 1979-.



Socrates’ words “bring not up your children
in learning by compulsion and fear, but by
playing and pleasure.” John Amos Com-
enius, a Protestant pastor and educator of
the 1600’s, who wrote The Great Didactic:
“If, then, each man has the welfare of his
own children at heart, and if that of the
human race be dear to the civil and
ecclesiastical guardians of human affairs, let
them hasten to make provision for the
timely planting, pruning, and watering of
the plants of heaven, that these may be
prudently formed to make prosperous
advances in letters, virtue, and piety.”® John
Milton, the poet/philosopher, who called
for education for every child: John Locke,
the English educator who introduced the
understanding of the mind as a tabula rasa
on which experience writes the individual’s
history. And Auguste Hermann Franke, the
Lutheran pastor, who saw encouragement
and love as far more effective motivators
than punishment; Johann Pestalozzi, who,
out of his Christian understanding of the
importance of every person having the
opportunity to fulfill his or her potential,
started a school for the poor in 1775, and
Friedrich  Froebel, the father of the
kindergarten movement. All Christians,
acting out of their deep concern for children.
The sacred worth of every person, the
inherent right of every individual to grow
and learn and develop, the importance of
human intelligence, the holistic view of
personality, all were factors compelling
Christians to strive for quality education for
children. One other name and date must be
mentioned and that is the name of Robert
Raikes and the date of 1780. Concerned
about the children in Gloucester, England,
who worked six days a week and thus had no
opportunity for education, Raikes in-
stituted the first Sunday School. Reading,
writing, arithmetic and Bible study were the
major components of the Sunday School
and so successful was the experiment that
soon similar schools were established

throughout England.

In the new country across the Atlantic,
concern for the education of children
manifested itsell surprisingly early and with

litde, if any, distinction made between
secular and Christian education. The
Puritan  School Law was passed in

Massachusetts in 1647 with the purpose of
teaching children to read so that they could
study the Scriptures in later years. Cotton
Mather,  Congregational — minister  of
Boston’s Second Church in the late 1600’s
and son of Harvard President, Increase
Mather, was a very conservative, yet tolerant
man, who spoke and wrote with power on
the importance of passing on the faith to
children in the schools, but especially in the
homes. A Brief Essay to Direct and Excite
Family Religion” was one of his tracts that
received wide circulation.

As the country developed and shaped
itself into these United States, wholly apart
from 1ts overscas parents, it became in-
creasingly apparent that a democratic
society could function effectively only with
an educated and informed electorate. At the
same time, however, religious education
and secular education became progressively
differentiated. The early days of our
Restoration movement paralleled those in
which religion was in the process of being
excluded from secular education and our
Church, along with all others, was faced
with the new responsibility of providing an
appropriate substitute. There was little
question for Disciples that education was a
must. Our commitment to the rational
approach to religious experience and the
personal and intelligent study of the
Scriptures required the tools which only the
schools could provide. Our people were
strong  supporters of public education
throughout the established states and nailed

" The Great Didactic, . by M. W. Keatinge, pp. 1771,
and pp. 209-212_ (L.ondon: Adam and Charles Black,
1896).
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