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In addition to establishing  the Compton
Avenue Church in Los Angeles, he estab-
lished churches in Bakersfield and Riverside
in California; Hobbs, New Mexico; EI Paso,
Texas; Phoenix, Chandler, and Tucson,
Arizona; and Denver, Colorado.

Cassius preached in 15 states, worked as a
missionary in the Bahamas, and in the 1960s
made four trips to do mission work in
Jamaica. He was remarkable for his energy,
the clarity of his thinking, his unique way of
expressing  himself, his gift of humor, and
the great integrity of his life. His wife,
Beulah, passed away in 1959 and four years
later he married Mable Thomas, who sur-
vives him.

On January 27, 1980, on his ninetieth
birthday, the Los Angeles area Churches of
Christ had a great celebration in his honor at
the Normandie Church building, hosted by
the Avalon Blvd. Church elders, where in his
later years he a'nd his wife were members and
a love offering was taken for him.

We pay tribute to Amos Lincoln Cassius
and honor his memory. He was truly a
builder!
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NEW MEMBERS
As of March 31, 1983

LIFE
799. Mrs. Mary Frances Spear, Willow
Springs, MO

Ralph W. Rohrback, San Diego, CA
June Witt, Amarillo, TX

Dr. Carl H. Stern, Lubbock, TX
Dorothy Pearson Goodwin
Memphis, TN

Mrs. Myrtle Lucile McDougal,
Maryville, MO

808. W. Harold Goodwin, Memphis, TN

801.
803.
804.
805.

806.

REGULAR TO LIFE

800. Helen B. Thomson, Bonsall, CA

STUDENT TO LIFE

807. Gregory Alan Tidwell, Nashville, TN

PARTICIPATING TO SUSTAINING

Mrs. Ruth P. Hobbs, Jackson, MS

PARTICIPATING
Mrs. Judith A. Miller, Springfield, VA

Dr. Robert E. Kirkman, Louisville, KY
John K. Rowlinson, Richardsville, KY

STUDENT TO PARTICIPATING

Franklin O. Bixler, Jr., Costa Mesa, CA

REGULAR

Mrs. Paul C. Ayers, Pawnee, IL

Mrs. Jon Rhea Bowers, Nashville, TN
Mary J. Bowman, Bloomington, IN
Margaret T. Ferguson, Austin, TX
Gordon W. Hagberg, Zaneville, OH
Thomas L. Harwell, Bethany, WV

Mrs. Cordelia M. Hill, Wilberforce, OH
Esther V. King, West Harrison, IN

Ruth R. Kingsley, Eastlake, OH

Terry Layman, Hutchinson, KS

Rev. Benjamin Luther, Bowling Green, KY
William N. McDonald, Midway, KY
David J. Ottinger, Nashville, TN
Phillip A. Rice, North Hollywood, CA
Buff Scott, Sr., Gallipolis, OH

Dr. John B. Walker, Bonner Springs, KS
Martha P. Washington, Gage, OK

STUDENT TO REGULAR

Terry Ford, Decatur, IL
Don Haymes, Memphis, TN

STUDENT

Todd Bussey, Grayson, KY

David Maurice, Johnson City, TN
Mack R. Sandstrom, Tujunga, CA
James Vinzant, Carrollton, TX
Mark Wilson, Nashville, TN

J. Howard White, Glasgow, KY

INSTITUTIONAL

Librarian, College of the Bible, Glen Iris,
Victoria, Australia

Ohio Valley College, Parkersburg, WV

Puget Sound College of the Bible, Edmonds,
WA

CONGREGATION LIVES ON AFTER DEATH

On Easter Sunday, April 11, 1982, the First
Christian Church of Miami, Florida held its last
service as a congregation. It had voted, some
time before, to discontinue its existence and to
sell the property and invest the proceeds in the
continuing life of the church. The property sold
for over $2,000,000 and an outright gift of
$10,000 was made to the Disciples of Christ His-

torical Society for the establishment of a Named
Fund in memory of this congregation. All the
historical records of this congregation were
brought to the Society for safekeeping. This
congregation will continue to live on in the life
and work of the other ministries of the church
since it has invested its monetary assets in the
on-going ministry of Jesus Christ.
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PLAN TO ATTEND DCHS DINNER IN SAN ANTONIO

Dr. D. Duane Cummins, president of the
Board of Higher Education, will be the speaker
for the Disciples of Christ Historical Society
Dinner to be held during the General Assembly
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) on
Tuesday evening, September, 27, 1983. The
author of eight books, Dr. Cummins is a person
with a long interest in history. He served as the
Darbeth-Whillen Professor of American History
at Oklahoma City University and is curator of
the George H. Shirk Oklahoma History Collec-

PLEASE SEND:

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th
5:30 P.M.
TICKET $12.50
DR. D. DUANE CUMMINS, SPEAKER

tion and is Chairman of the Department of His-
tory at Oklahoma City University.

At the Assembly Dinner, Dr. Cummins will
speak about higher education and Disciple mis-
sion. Tickets for this dinner will be on sale at the
Assembly ticket office. All members and friends
of the Society are invited to be a part of this
Tuesday evening dinner at the Assembly in San
Antonio. Fill the order blank out below and
send with your check today.

ticket/tickets for the DCHS Dinner in San Antonio

CHECK ENCLOSED FOR: Make check payable to Disciples of Christ
Historical Society and send to same:
1101 Nineteenth Ave., South

e Nashville, TN 37212

Name

Address

City

State Zip
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DISCIPLES OF CHRIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Disciples of Christ Historical
Society was created to serve—people,
congregations, organizations and
institutions. We serve as a place of
safe keeping for all kinds of material
related to the history of the Campbell-
Stone Movement. It is the repository
for pictures, church records, personal
archives of both the great and small
within the Church. All of these are
protected and cared for to preserve
them for future generations.
within the Church. All of these are
protected and cared for as carefully as
possible to preserve them for future
generations.

The Society serves as a place for
research and study. Persons come
every week searching for information,
for key links of history, for a greater
understanding of the life and preach-
ing of many of the great Christian
souls of the past. They are assisted in
these searches by the staff in every way
possible. i

Another avenue of service is to share
with our members through Discip-
liana articles of historic interest and
note. We are always open to ideas and
suggestions for items of interest to our
readers and for manuscripts from
those who are writing historical mate-
rial. We reserve the right to determine
what will be published but fair con-
sideration will be given to all manu-
scripts submitted.

Last year the Society served more
than seven-hundred people who came
to visit or do research. This year we
have already served five hundred and
seventy-five people in the first half of
the year. The number of congrega-
tions sending annual material for
preservation is growing each year and
the Society is developing a stronger
program of cataloging and filing this
material. Most of the general units of
the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) are now placing their old
records with the Society for safe-keep-
ing and to make them available to
researchers.

It is the firm belief of the Society
and its Board of Trustees that knowl-
edge of the past illumines the present
and inspires the future. With this in
mind the Disciples of Christ Histori-
cal Society seeks to serve in the name
of Jesus Christ.

James M. Seale



WILLIAM CLAYTON BOWER.

PIONEER IN
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

by Dwight E. Stevenson*

To no one does the Religious Educa-
tion Movement in North America owe
more than to William Clayton Bower.
He died last year at age 104, mentally
alert to the last. Though his ears had
grown dull and his eyes dim, he never
lost his sharp wit, his courtly manner,
nor his pleasure in telling a story, every
episode dramatic, every phrase meticu-
lously crafted.

The story of his life falls rather natu-
rally into five chapters:

1. From Birth to College, 1878-1894

He was born February 6, 1878 on a
farm a mile northeast of Wolcottville,
Lagrange County, Indiana. His pater-
nal ancestors were French Huguenots.
His grandfather was one of the pioneer
settlers of northeastern Indiana. His
mother’s people, the Bennett’s, were
early immigrants from England.

An only child until his sister was
born when he was twelve, and without

*Dwight E. Stevenson is Dean Emeritus and Professor
Emeritus of Homelitics at Lexington Theological
Seminary, Lexington, Kentucky.

playmates his own age, he was shy
around children well into his own ado-
lescence. As he put it, he was ‘“‘some-
what prematurely initiated into adult
experiences.”’! He did not enter public
school until the third grade, his mother
acting as his teacher. She taught him so
well that he made the transition with-
out skipping a beat.

The schoolhouse to which he walked
carrying his lunch pail was half a mile
from his home. There a single teacher
taught all eight grades. When it came
time to attend high school in Wolcott-
ville, the daily walk was a mile in the
opposite direction. This too was a
small school. When he graduated at age
16 he was the only boy in a commence-
ment class of three.

The Bower’s were Wesleyan Method-
ists. Green’s Chapel, to which they
belonged, was one of a circuit of four
churches supplied by a circuit rider. On
alternate Sundays, the Bower family
attended the Baptist Church. There
during an evangelistic meeting early in
his high school years, William Clayton
made the good confession and was bap-
tized by immersion in nearby Atwood
Lake. He placed his membership in
Green Chapel, where he was later
licensed ‘“‘to preach the Gospel accord-
ing to the tenets of the Wesleyan Meth-
odist Church.’’?

He preached his first sermon at age
16 in Green Chapel. Shortly thereafter
his pastor had to be away from his
usual engagement at Waterloo. So he
asked William Clayton to supply for
him. By then he had two sermons, the

I William Clayton Bower, Through the Years:
Personal Memoirs (Lexington, Kentucky, Transyl-
vania College Press, 1957) p. 7.

2 Ibid. p. 10.
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second from Psalm 17:15: “I shall be
satisfied when I awake with his like-
ness.”” While at Waterloo, he learned to
his consternation that the local under-
taker had died and that he would have
to preach the funeral. Suddenly he was

in need of three sermons, not just two.,

“After much agony,” he reported, “I
resolved the dilemma by splitting the ‘I
shall be satisfied’ sermon, using half for
the funeral sermon and the other half
for the evening service.’’

A high school graduate at 16, he now
contemplated college. Largely to put
aside money for that purpose he taught
school for one year in a one-room rural
school about six miles from home,
boarding and lodging with a nearby
family during the week and returning
home week-ends. “I recall that year
with mixed emotions,” he later wrote.
“. . . on the whole the children were
co-operative. But the youthfulness and
inexperience of the teacher created
some disciplinary problems.”’* This
first taste of being an educator was an
early foretaste of what was to become a
distinguished career in the field.

II. Seventeen Years of Preparation,
1895-1912

Now at 17 William Clayton entered
upon an apprenticeship of seventeen
years—college, university, local church
pastorates—which brought him to the
threshold of his destined career in reli-
gious education.

For his undergraduate work he chose
Tri-State College, at Angola, Indiana,
in the next county to the east. Students
lived in private homes in the town and
took their meals in co-operative board-
ing homes. Meals were $1.35 per week.
William Clayton became manager of
his boarding house. It was there that he
met Miss Troas Hemry, the star of the
college in Latin.

Further self-support came from pul-
pit supply, first in a Methodist Church
in nearby Pleasant Lake, later in a
Christian Church to the east of Angola,
reaching his appointment by rented
horse and buggy from the Angola livery
stable. Pay was $8.00, out of which he
paid his own expenses.
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On Sundays when he was not preach-
ing he attended the Angola Christian
Church where Charles S. Medbury was
pastor. Medbury was later to become
minister of the University Place Chris-
tian Church in Des Moines, Iowa, and
president of the International Conven-
tion of Disciples of Christ. His
influence upon the young Bower was
pivotal. As a result he became a Disci-
ple, pointing out in later years that he
was a Disciple from conviction, not
from inheritance; and he took great
satisfaction in the Disciple position
against creeds as tests of fellowship.

Following the awarding of his B.A.
degree at Tri-State in 1898, Bower
became minister of the Christian
Church at Ashley, Indiana, within
driving distance of Angola. “This brief
pastorate of one year,” he later wrote,
‘““gave me the feel of being responsible
for a congregation and valuable expe-
rience in preaching and pastoral care.”
And it left him hungry for more
education.

This he obtained at Butler College,
in Indianapolis. His experience there
was nothing less than an intellectual
awakening. “I was amazed to find that
the scholarly professors of this institu-
tion, such as the saintly Jabez Hall, the
brilliant Edward Scribner Ames, and
the scholarly Winifred Ernest Garrison,
did not have hoofs and horns. . . .”’6
Thus he closed out the century,
1899-1900.

Meantime his romance with his col-
lege sweetheart, Troas Hemry, eventu-
ated in marriage, December 22, 1900.
And at about the same time an invita-
tion came from the West Side Christian
Church of Tipton, Indiana, to become
their minister. There he and his bride
spent the next two years.

At the end of the second year at Tip-
ton, an invitation came from Central
Christian Church, North Tonawanda,
New York, to minister there. It was
Charles Medbury who had been instru-
mental in that change. This pastorate

Ibid. p. 11.
Ibid. p. 18.
Ibid. p. 18.
Ibid. p. 19.
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William Clayton Bower

lasted eight years. His members were
predominantly workers in the iron fur-
nace, the radiator factory, the nut-and-
bolt plant, and the great lumber yard. It
was in North Tonawanda that his elder
son, Philip Grayson, was born.

Still lured by further education, he
obtained a leave of six months from the
church at North Tonawanda to study at
Columbia University. After eight years
at the church he resigned to complete
his work for the Masters Degree at
Columbia, which was conferred in
1910. It was to Columbia that he
returned during the summers of 1910,
1915 and 1918, until he had completed
all residence requirements for the Ph.D.
degree.

At Columbia he studied with his
mentors, William H. Kilpatrick, E. L.
Thorndike, and George Albert Coe. It
was under the influence of these schol-
ars that he began to formulate his view
of the “functional relation of religion
to experience,” the key to his later
work. His approach had been made
through sociology.

In June of 1910 he accepted the call of
the Wilshire Boulevard Christian
Church of Los Angeles, California, to
become their pastor. When he, his wife,

and their son went to their new charge
they found the church still meeting in a
large tent while getting ready to build a
church structure. Two years with this
church brought ever widening hori-
zons, and toward the end of the pas-
torate, the birth of Clayton Hemry,
their second son.

III. At The College of the Bible,
1912-1926

The years of preparation now over,
then began the career of William Clay-
ton Bower as a religious educator. The
College of the Bible in Lexington, Ken-
tucky, had established The Alexander
Hopkins Chair of Bible School Peda-
gogy in 1909. It was to this chair that
William Clayton Bower came in 1912.

He came to Lexington just as the old
order was giving way to the new. Presi-
dent William Henry McGarvey had
died in the fall of 1911. Isaiah B.
Grubbs was ill and died in-the fall of
1912, S. M. Jefferson two"years later.
Benjamin C. Deweese was too ill to
teach. Only dean and acting president
Hall L. Calhoun remained from the old
faculty.

R. H. Crossfield, president of Tran-
sylvania College, was now made joint-
president of The College of the Bible,
serving both institutions. He sought
progressive university men to fill the
vacancies: William Clayton Bower and
Alonzo Willard Fortune in 1912, Elmer
E. Snoddy and George W. Hemry in
1914. Representing the ‘“New Theol-
ogy,” these men were immediately sus-
pected as heretics by many vocal critics,
who sought to have them dismissed.
Attacks began in the summer of 1912
and reached a pitch in 1917.

March 12, 1917 Ben F. Battenfield
and nine other students mailed a circu-
lar letter which began, ‘‘I address you as
one who has the interest of The College
of the Bible at heart to ask you to do all
you can to take it out of the hands of
destructive critics.” March 31st, The
Christian Standard published that let-
ter, and in the same issue printed in
bold faced type this notice: “DEAN
CALHOUN SPEAKS. In response to
certain inquiries which have come to
me, I feel that candor compels me to
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state that for more than a year I have
been fully convinced that destructive
criticism was being taught at The Col-
lege of the Bible. (Signed) Hall L.
Calhoun.””

With the willing help of The Chris-
tian Standard, Dean Calhoun and a
tiny cadre of students took on the whole
administration and faculty. The issue
was academic freedom.

So it came about that the Board of
Trustees of the seminary gathered for a
meeting which lasted from May 1 until
May 9, 1917. Here is Bower’s account of
the first session:

“There was a long table in the center.
On one side sat . . . Mark Collis, pastor
of Broadway Christian Church and
president of the Board. On the opposite
side sat the accuser, Dean Calhoun, and
an attorney with a large bag of law
books. Seated at the end was a stenog-
rapher. Seated along the south wall
were the accused and around the other
walls were the Trustees.”8

Bower saw that the stage was set for a
court trial, with “presiding judge, jury,
prosecuting attorney and counsel,
stenographer, and the accused.”® He
saw a heresy trial among Disciples as a
contradiction in terms.

“I instantly arose to call attention to
the configuration of the room,” he
wrote, “‘and the fact that we were head-
ing straight for a trial . . . and I said, ‘I
here and now take my stand as a Disci-
ple. If my services are in the judgment
of the Board not satisfactory, or to the
best interests of the college, I recognize
the right of the Board to dismiss me as a
professor. But as a Disciple I refuse to
be tried for heresy.’ 10

Nine days later the investigation
ended, Calhoun defeated, the accused
vindicated. The victory for academic
freedom, however, came at fearful cost.
Much financial support was alienated,
scores of prospective students were
frightened off, and the seminary faced
an uphill battle to regain public favor.

Bower was a member of the faculty at
Lexington until 1926, a period of four-
teen years, the last five as dean. Mean-
time, he attained national reputation
and received an invitation to join the
faculty of the Divinity School of the
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University of Chicago, which he did in
the fall of 1926.

In the last years it was touch and go
for The College of the Bible and Tran-
sylvania College. In an effort to save
both schools, Bower consulted with col-
leagues in Chicago and New York, and
devised a joint curriculum which
shrank the seminary program to a one-
year Master of Arts in Religion, and
made the seminary responsible for all
undergraduate courses of religion at
Transylvania.

When the plan was announced in the
spring of 1926 there was an explosion.
Bower escaped to the relative tranquil-
ity of Chicago. His plan perished after
one year, and a process of disentangle-
ment began eventuating in Lexington
Theological Seminary as we now know
it. Bower later regreted the authorship
of the plan, but never turned away from
the glory of his shining hour in the so-
called “Heresy Trial”’ of 1917 when, in
his own words, “the struggle for aca-
demic freedom was fought and won,
not only for Transylvania and The Col-
lege of the Bible, but [also] for all
Disciple colleges.”’!!

IV. At the University of Chicago,
1926-1943

When Bower went to Chicago in 1926
to teach in the department of Practical
Theology, he was now colleague to two
of his former professors at Butler, W. E.
Garrison and Edward Scribner Ames.
He had by this time published his first
three books, 4 Survey of Religious
Education in the Local Church. Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 1919; The
Educational Task of the Local Church.
Front Rank Press, 1921; and The Cur-
riculum of Religious Education.
Scribners, 1925. He had been a member
of the International Lesson Committee
since 1922. He was secretary of the
committee which early undertook a re-
study of policy and future procedures,

7 Dwight E. Stevenson, Lexington Theological
Seminary 1865-1965: The College of the Bible Cen-
tury (Bethany Press, 1964) p. 168-174.

8 Bower, Through the Years, p. 40.

9 Tbid.

10 Ibid. pp. 40-41.

11 Ibid. p. 46.




resulting in an entirely new curricu-
lum, known as The New International
Curriculum of Religious Education.
Bower was chairman of the committee
which shaped the final product.

Upon his retirement from the Uni-
versity of Chicago, Bower was a
member of the Education Commission
of the Executive Committee of the
International Council of Religious
Education. And in 1943 he was asked to
write the history of the Council, with
Percy R. Hayward as co-author. The
book was Protestantism Faces Its Edu-
cational Task Together.

Under the deanship of Ernest C.
Colwell, Bower often served in his
absence as acting dean. In time Colwell
became president of the University, and
at Bower’s retirement he made the
honorary gesture of giving Bower his
“dean’s chair,” with the privilege of
using it as such the rest of his life.
Bower brought it back to Lexington
with him and proudly installed it in
his study.

Bower’s philosophy of Religious
Education was ‘“‘experience centered.”
He elaborated it in his book, Curricu-
lum of Religious Education in 1925. He
contended that religious education is
concerned primarily ‘“not with the
transmission of knowledge about the
Bible or the Christian tradition, but
with the growth of persons into Christ-
like personalities in social relations.””!?
The content of the field consists of the
experience of ‘‘growing persons
responding in Christian ways to real-
life situations.”” The Bible? Along with
other forms of the Christian tradition,
it is a “‘resource’”’ to help growing per-
sons interpret their experiences, “‘to
judge possible outcomes, to make
choices and commitments; and to carry
these commitments through beyond
verbalization to action.”!?

Careful to avoid too strong a reaction
to tradition-centered education, he was
quick to add, “I have never been in
sympathy with the so-called ‘child-cen-
tered school’ or with an education
based solely or primarily upon the
immature interests of children and
young people. Education, as I
believe, is also fundamentally con-

cerned with the ongoing culture. . . .
Education is thus bi-polar: the growing
culture, on the one hand, the growing
child on the other.”’!4

“In recent years,” he sadly adds,
“there has been a noticeable regression
toward . . . [a] renewed interest in tradi-
tion and its imposition of a theology
deeply tinged with Neo-orthodoxy
upon the learning proces.”’!?

V. Retirement, 1943-1982

Although the Bower’s had been away
from Lexington for seventeen vyears,
they had kept their former home at 658
North Broadway. To this they now
returned in the fall of 1943. This return
was to an active retirement of thirty-
nine years.

That his retirement was not to be
without challenge was symbolically
signaled, perhaps, by the fact that a
corpse of a murdered man was found on
their back lawn the very first week!
They had just moved from Chicago, the
supposed crime-capital of America.

Scarcely had they settled when Bower
was asked to undertake an experiment
in introducing the study of religion
into the University of Kentucky. He
devised and taught a topical major,
‘“Religion as a Phase of Culture,” built
around courses which he offered on
Religion and Culture in the Depart-
ment of Sociology. This grew into the
Kentucky Program of Moral and Spir-
itual Values, and to the publication of a
book, Moral and Spiritual Values in
Education, published by the University
of Kentucky Press in 1952.

He wrote the book in response to a
request from the Press and with an
agreed-to length of so many words.
When he submitted the manuscript, the
director of the Press found it too long
and assigned a copy editor to rewrite it,
condensing it to a desired number of
pages. Nothing if not meticulous,
Bower immediately insisted on a word-

12 Ibid. p. 83.

13 Ibid. Note: His teaching methods were consistent
with this philosophy. He shaped and conducted
his courses democratically, calling this “‘coopera-
tive investigation.” p. 54.

14 Tbid. pp. 83-84.

15 Ibid. p. 84.
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