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Robert Richardson

physician and professor, appreciated the
wonders of both body and mind, but put
the intellect above humanity's animal
nature. But even highly valued rationality
was below the moral system and that below
spiritual systems.

And oh! with what sedulous care
should the Christian cherish that
spiritual union to God through which
he enjoys this purest, loftiest, and most
blissful life!-a life which crowns all
lives;-a life for which all other
systems (animal, rational and moral)
are but a preparation-a scaffolding
for a house not made with hands
eternal in the heavens!5
With Robert Richardson's story pulsing

in us, let us now consider the future vitality
of the church.

Worship is crucial. David Vargas of the
Division of Overseas Ministries says, "The
only unique action of the church is
worship." You can find all the other
activities of a church in other institutions:

educating, calling to action, senslUzmg to
social concerns, enlisting new members,
building edifices, patronizing the arts,
caring for the disadvantaged, calling for
gifts of money and vol unteered time and
talent, gathering, storing and retrieving a
history. Who, other than the church,
(mosque, synagogue, temple) calls people
from the world "to speak and touch in
God's name?"6 This is the center which
bonds us to God and each other, inspires
our visions of the possible and makes us
diligent and faithful in the pursuit of that
ViSIOn.

When we the faithful assemble, let us be
ably escorted by our leaders into significant
moments when the word of life is broken
open before us. Let clergy, lay leader, and
people alike be stirred and enlightened in
faith, in thanksgiving, and in mission. In
the proclamation of the word through
skilled public reading and preaching let us
be prepared for the mystery of the table. In
our experiencing Christ's presence, let us be
so caught up in that mystery that praise
moves easily from heart to lips to heaven,
"Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty,
heaven and earth are full of thy glory."

The time is here for the leaders of the
church to pay attention to matters of the
Spirit. In that pursuit lies the vitality of our
faith and even the destiny of our institution.

How do we build a future? We cultivate
the life in the Spirit. To paraphrase Robert
Richardson, Disciple of the Spirit and
founder for our future, in our union with
Christ we will be clouds with life-giving
rain, trees bearing luscious fruit and
fountains of cold stream-water for thirsty
travelers.

'Robert Richardson, "Millenial Harbinger." (March,
1849), p. 167.
6James F. White, Introduction to Christian Worship.
(Nashville: Abingdon, 1980), p. 22.

MISSION JOURNAL READER'S SEMINAR AT DCHS

The Annual Mission Journal Reader's Seminar for
1984 will be held June 22 and 23 at the Disciples of
Christ Historical Society in Nashville. Saturday even-
ing (7:30 p.m.) the theme for the seminar will be
"Reflections On A Common Heritage: Directions for
the Future" with Dr. Howard Short, Editor Emeritus
of the Christian Board of Publication, SI. Louis, Mis-
souri; Dr. J. Harold Thomas, Minister, University
Church of Christ, Conway, Arkansas; and Dr. Dean
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Walker, Senior Professor, Emmanuel School of Reli-
gion as the speakers. The theme for the Saturday even-
ing session (7:30 p.m.) will be "Report from the
Institute for the Study of Christian Origins, Tuebingen,
Germany" with Dr. Burton B. Thurston, Director of
the institute and Dr. Bonnie Bowman Thurston,
Tutor in Early Christian Spirituality at the institute.
Both sessions will be at the Society building at IIDI
19th Avenue, South and the public is invited to attend.



PERSONAL PAPER COLLECTIONS
ARRANGED

January-April 1984

PPI2 CLARENCE EUGENE LEMMON (Nebraska.
Missouri: Minister). Personal records, 1908-1974.
17 feet. 4 inches in 18 document cases and stor-
age boxes.

PPI3 CONSTANCE LURENA HARLAN LEMMON
(Nebraska, St. Louis, Missouri. Columbia. Mis-
souri: Church woman) Personal records. 1910-
1979. 14 inches in one storage box.

PPI4 BYRDINE AKERS ABBOTT (Baltimore. Mary-
land and St. Louis. Missouri: Minister). Personal
papers. 1907-1917, 1933. 17 inches in one storage
box and one document container.

PPI5 JAMES FRANCIS ASHLEY (Idaho and Indiana:
Minister). Personal papers. 1906-1953. 5 inches
in one document container.

PPI6 LEROY DEAN ANDERSON (Ennis. Palestine
and Fort Worth, Texas: Minister). Personal
records. 1902-1961. 8 feet. 2 inches in 6 storage
boxes and 2 document containers.

PPI7 PETER AINSLIE. 1867-1934 (Baltimore. Mary-
land: Minister). Papers, 1866-1943. 8 feet. 10
inches in 10 storage boxes.

PPI8 MARY ELIZABETH WEISEL AINSLIE (Bal-
timore. Maryland: Minister's wife). Papers.
1910-1968. 10 inches in 2 document containers ..

PPI9 ATEN FAMILY (Illinois. Texas. Tennessee,;
Kentucky. Nebraska, Kansas and Oklahoma:
Ministers, educators and business people) Per-
sonal papers. 1821-1965. 3 feet, 10 inches in 3
storage boxes and one document container.

PP20 JESSIE MOREN BADER (New York: Minister).
Personal papers, 1897-1963. 3 feet in 2 storage
boxes and 2 document containers.

PP2l GOLDA MAUD (ELAM) BADER (New York:
Minister). Personal papers, 1903-1973. 3 inches
in one document container.

PP25 GERVASE JAMES PATTERSON BARGER
(Congo and Washington. D.C.: Missionary.
medical doctor). Personal papers. 1915-1962.
5 inches in one document case.

PP26 FLOYD ALLEN BASH (Nebraska. Colorado.
Iowa and Texas: Minister) Personal papers. ca.
1910-1950.2 feet, 5 inches in 2 storage boxes and
I document case.

PP27 ROBERT GRAHAM BAXTER (Baton Rogue.
Louisiana) Personal papers. 1871-1932.5 inches
in I document container.

PP28 JOHN HENRY BOOTH (Colorado. Iowa.
Missouri and Indiana: Minister) Personal
papers. 1902-1960. 15 inches in I storage box.

PP29 SARAH LOU BOSTICK (North Little Rock,
Arkansas: Minister) Personal records. 1880-1948.
3 feet, 4 inches in 3 storage boxes and I document
container.

Library and archives open Monday-
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Open at
other times for tour groups and
research by special arrangements.

REED LECTURES VERY SUCCESSFUL

The Forrest F. Reed Lectures held at the School of
Theology at Claremont in California. were most suc-
cessful. Dr. Richard Harrison and Dr. Jerry Rushford
gave introductory lectures, explaining whom the
people were who came to settle California. and why
they came. Dr. Laurence Keene then brought 3 lectures
of the Sociological beliefs, the likenesses and
differences of the ministers and elders within the
branches of the Campbell-Stone Movement.

A definitive study has been conducted by Dr. Keene in
determining the beliefs and practices of representatives
of each of the three groups. This was done through a
questionnaire sent to ministers and elders for a random

sampling. and the return was excellent. He then inter-
preted this information from a sociological standpoint.
The findings were both enlightening and interesting.

Tapes of the Lectures are available from the Disciples
Seminary Foundation at $3.50 per tape, or $16.UO for
the set of 5. The printed copies of the Lectures will
appear in the Seminary Foundation journal Impact.
The issue containing the Lectures (No. 12) can be
ordered for $2.50 or a year's subscription to Impact
may be ordered for $5.00. Orders should be sent to Dr.
D. Reisinger. Disciples Seminary Foundation. School
of Theology at Claremont, 1325 N. College. Claremont.
California 9171 I.
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Dr. Lester G. McAllister - The Brown-McAllister
Named Fund

Rev. and Mrs. David McWhirter - Capital Fund
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Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Miller - Frances R. and Joseph
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Peter M. Morgan - E. E. Manley and Roy G. Manley
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Dr. and Mrs. Beauford A. Norris - Capital Fund
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Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Osborn - Virginia E. Osborn

Named Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Osborn - Forrest F. Reed Lecture

Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Reeve - Capital Fund
Philip S. Rinaldo, Jr. - William H. and Jennie Knowles

Trout Named Fund
Lucile P. Rizor - Capital Fund
Charles J. Russell - Capital Fund
Mrs. Ruth R. Russell in memory of Eddie R. Burnley
Dr. and Mrs. James Seale - Endowment Fund
Doris Sheats - General Fund
Rev. and Mrs. Herbert J. Simpson - Capital Fund
Miss Opal Smith - Willis R. and Evelyn B. Jones
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Dr. William Martin Smith - Endowment Fund
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Mr. and Mrs. Earl A. Wood - Special Fund
Miss Eva Jean Wrather - Capital Fund

GIFTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED
FROM THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE

DURING THE PRECEEDING
SIX MONTHS - OCTOBER-MARCH

Daisy L. Avery Bequest to establish the Daisy L. Avery
Named Fund

Mrs. Mildred L. Batlzell - Capital Fund
Elizabeth Benson in honor of Cora Mabel
Elizabeth Benson - Capital Fund
Dr. Robert W. Burns - General Fund
Donald Campbell - Capital Fund
Miss Helen Cleaver - Capital Fund
Homer M. Cole - Capital Fund
Mr. and Mrs. M. Thomas Collins - Forrest F. Reed

Lecture Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Crabtree - Special Fund
John and Margaret R. Curtin - Ernest L. and Mattie

G. Rea Named Fund
Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Denhardt, Jr. - Capital Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Edwards - Forrest F. Reed

Lecture Fund
Rev. Lorenzo J. Evans - Capital Fund
James F. Fall - Capital Fund
Mrs. Lylah A. Fraser in memory of Alexander Fraser
John Garvin - General Fund
F. Delbert Gray - Special Fund
Mrs. Kathleen Hall - Endowment Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Harrison - Capital Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Henry - Capital Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Edward G. Holley - Capital Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hoshaw - Edward M. and

Laura C. Hoshaw Named Fund
Rev. and Mrs. Gregory L. Howell in honor of Lester

G. McAllister
Dr. and Mrs. Roland K. Huff - Roland K. and Kathryn

Gordon Huff Named Fund
John F. Hurt - Endowment FUl1d
Lucile M. Jones - Capital Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Willis R. Jones in honor of Miss Jessie E.

Eyres, Dr. and Mrs. Roland 1\. Huff and Dr. and
Mrs. James M. Seale

Richard B. Kenney in honor of Lester G. McAllister
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley W. Kern. Jr. - Capital Fund
Stephen H. Kinney - Capital Fund
C. S. Lamberth - Endowment Fund
Mrs. Ruth B. Lansaw - Oscar M. and Nellie Hines

Huff Named Fund
Adelaide M. Larson - Capital Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Risley P. Lawrence - Capital Fund
W. H. and M. G. Luton - Capital Fund
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1984 Forrest F. Reed Lecturers
and Mrs. Forrest F. Reed

The Lecturer was Dr. Laurence C. Keene (Center)
with introductory lectures being given by

Dr. Jerry Rushford (Left) and Dr. Richard Harrison (Right)

1986 Lecture Theme "Editor-Bishop"
Dates May 4 and 5, 1986 .

Speakers: Richard T. Hughes
Howard E. Short
Henry E. Webb
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THE SOCIETY AND
ITS FINANCES

With an article in this issue of Discipli-
ana concerning Alexander Campbell and
stewardship. it is a good time to share
information concerning the finances of
the Society. This year is proving to be a
very austere time due to the anticipated
income. Giving through Basic Mission
Finance of the Disciples Church in 1983
was up only 1.22% over 1982, and the pro-
jection for 1984 is a similar. very small
increase. In 1983.66% of the Society's
income came through Basic Mission
Finance. Of the other income, 23% came
from earnings on Endowment, 6% from
memberships. and 5% from other sources.

The budget of the Society is tied very
closely to these 4 sources, and when the
major source can offer little or no
increase, the future financial picture does
not look too promising.

The 1984 budget of $182,648.00, as orig-
inally projected, has been trimmed to
$172,430.00. This is a. reduction of 6%,
and it projects an increase of only $888
for 1984 over the actual expendi tures for
1983. The 1985 budget will have to be
kept in line. This will not be easy.

The finances of the Society can be
strengthened through memberships. AU
annual membership fees are a part of the
operating income, while all one-time
membership fees (Life, Life Link, and
Life Patron) are placed in the Endowment
Fund for future income production.
There is a membership blank in this issue
of Discipliana which can be used for the
purpose of taking a new membership or
for a gift membership.

The Endowment Fund continues to
grow at a slow but steady pace. The
Foundation and Trust Funds stand at
$444,323.24, and the Building Capital
Fund for major building upkeep stands at
$100.000.00. Gifts to the Endowment
Fund give strength and stability to the
Society for the present and the future. A
gift of any size is welcomed toward these
permanent funds. A Named Fund with
the Society can be started with as little as
$500.

(Cont. on p. 45)



Stewardship Development-
Did Alexander Campbell Care?

by Robert ]. Hempfling·

In nearly two centuries of trying, the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has
had little success in mounting a significant
stewardship development program. There
have been exceptions to that generalization,
of course. The Men and Millions Move-
ment of the World War I era and the Cru-
sade for a Christian World which followed
World War II were both remarkably suc-
cessful in rallying the energies of congrega-
tions. Unfortunately, however, it was
"business as usual" as soon as the excite-
ment subsided. The year 1953-54 was
widely observed as the Year of Stewardship,
but congregations soon moved on to other
things.

One traveling stewardship-evangelist, L.
O. Leet, held successful crusades all across
North America during th 1940's, 50's and
60's. In addition to his evangelistic preach-
ing and call for stewardship commitment,
Mr. Leet attempted to develop a year-round
stewardship education program in each
congregation he visited. However, the
necessary leadership to implement the pro-
gram seldom developed. Like so many revi-
val/crusades, the ones conducted by L.a.
Leet depended heavily on the preacher's

!

-Robert J. Hempfling is Vice President of the Church
Finance Council of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ).

personality. He could move thousands to
deepened personal stewardship (including
this writer) but could not maintain a con-
tinuing stewardship program.

How can one account for the seeming
disinterest in stewardship development on
the part of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ)? Some cynics have tried to place
the blame on Alexander Campbell. They
have been quick to say, "Of course, church
leaders who have married into wealthy
families and been deeded productive farms
early in life do not need to give much
thought to stewardship development."

That is a cynical and simplistic state-
ment. Yet, it has been repeated often
enough that it needs to be examined. Could
it be that Alexander Campbell's comforta-
ble financial situation distracted him from
giving serious consideration to Christian
stewardship? What do his writings on the
subject reveal, especially those in The
Christian Baptist and The Millennial
Harbinger?

I have been interested enough to trace
down the references to stewardship, tithing,
finance, etc., in both of these periodicals. It
has been an interesting exercise, which has
led me further into the mind and heart of
Alexander Campbell. The outcome of my
study has been surprising and has served to
warn me against accepting cynical state-
ments too easily.

It is true that Alexander Campbell was a
comfortable gentleman farmer most of his
life. He was also an editor, publisher and
educator. The story of how he became a
farmer is important to know. Lester G.
McAllister tells it this way, "In 1814, some
members of Brush Run Church decided to
join the westward migration and move as a
body to a site near Zanesville, Ohio, where
they could establish a religious colony.
Plans for the move were formulated under
the direction of Alexander Campbell, who
was enthusiastic about the subject. John
Brown, however, objected to having his
daughter and son-in-law go away so far
from him. In order to induce them to
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remain at Bethany he drew up papers turn-
ing over his farm to Alexander. Young
Campbell agreed to this and, without his
leadership, the others decided not to make
the move. By this action, Alexander's
financial independence was established."l

In addition to the farm, which he must
have supervised only in odd moments,
Alexander Campbell operated several other
revenue-producing enterprises. First, he
owned a printing press which he used to
publish numerous books and periodicals.
The Christian Hymn Book was published
in 1835 and remained in print for 40 years.
(It should be noted that Mr. Campbell
shared the profits of hymn book sales with
the congregations in the states where the
books were purchased.) Two other books
which were published by the first Bethany
press must have been money-makers. They
were The Christian System, which was a
comprehensive statement on biblical doc-
trine, and The Sacred Writings of the Apos-
tles and the Evangelists of Jesus Christ,
Commonly Styled the New Testament, a
modern-language version of the New Tes-
tament. Both of these books remained in
print for several years and enjoyed wide cir-
culation. The monthly publication of The
Christian Baptist followed immediately by
The Millennial Harbinger helped keep the
Bethany printing press busy.

Secondly, Mr. Campbell was a school-
master. In 1818, he opened an academy in
his home for the purpose of educating
young men for the ministry. Thomas
Campbell helped run the school. Alexander
was disappointed, however, because even
though the Academy attracted a significant
number of students seeking a general edu-
cation, not enough students for the minis-
try enrolled. Buffalo Seminary closed after
five years.

Some 17 years later, in 1840, Alexander
Campbell launched the institution of
higher education which was to gain him
the most fame, Bethany College. He
donated the land for its first building,
served as president and professor and gave
extensive attention to fund-raising for its
support.

Throughout the early iconoclastic period
of his life, Mr. Campbell expressed disdain
for ministers who earned their living by
preaching the gospel. "Hirelings," he
called them. His criticism of financial
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arrangements between pastors and congre-
gations became an integral part of his
attack on the denominationalism of his
day. Two quotations from The Christian
Baptist should illustrate the point. In 1823,
he wrote, "We happened upon the truth,
when we published a~ our opinion, about
seven years ago, that the present popular
exhibition of the christian religion is a
compound of judaism, heathen philosophy
and christianity.' From this unhallowed
commixture sprang all political ecclesiasti-
cal establishments, a distinct order of men
called clergy or priests, magnificent edifices
as places of worshi p, tithes or fixed salaries,
religious festivals, holy places and times,
the christian circumcision, the christian
passover, the christian Sabbath, etc., etc.,"2

By 1826, Mr. Campbell was mellowing a
bit. He could see the need for distinguish-
ing between "hireling ministers" and
"christian bishops" who served their home
congregations. He wrote, "A hireling is one
who prepares himself for the office of a
"preacher" or "minister" as a mechanic
learns a trade and sets himself up to the
highest bidder The christian bishop
pleads no inward call to the work, and
never sets himself to learn it. (How much
Mr. Campbell was to change his views!)
The hireling does both. The christian
bishop is called by the brethren, because he
has the qualifications already. The minis-
ter ... induces others to call him. The
former (bishop) accepts the office for the
congregation of which he is a member, and
takes the oversight of them, and receives
from them such remuneration as his cir-
cumstances require and as they are bound
in duty to contribute to him, not for the
preaching of the gospel at all, but for labor-
ing among them in teaching and watching
over them, in admonishing them, in presid-
ing over them, in visiting them in their
affliction, and in guarding them against
seduction, apostasy, etc."3

Four years later, Mr. Campbell had

I William E. Tucker and Lester G. McAllister, Jour-
ney in Faith - A History of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). (Bethany Press. SI. Louis.
1975). p. 121.

2 The Christian Baptist, edited by Alexander Camp-
bell. Revised by D.S. Burnet, from the Second Edi-
tion. with Mr. Campbell's Last Corrections.
Thirteenth Edition. (Cincinnati: H.S. Bosworth,
1861.) August. 1823. p. 9.

~ Ibid .. April. 1826. p. 231.



decided that providing financial support
for the clergy was not only necessary, it was
biblical! The occasion for expressing these
views was in responding to a letter to the
editor written by one Isaac Albertson. Mr.
Albertson had written to the new Millen-
nial Harbinger, "By what authority (do)
you or any other set of men dare to ask for
money to promote the 'cause of God?' No
where in all the New Testament, can an
instance be produced that either Christ or
the Apostles required the people to give
their money or make coll~ctions to assist in
the promulgation of the gospel."4

Mr. Campbell took exception to Mr.
Albertson's view by writing, "It is not true
that the New Testament furnishes no
authority for calling upon the citizens of
Christ's kingdom for aid in promulgating
tidings . . . Paul received such aid and
commanded it ... some contributions were
made for those who devoted themselves to
the proclamation of the word ... Paul
received aid from the Philippians more
than once ... I am opposed to the popular
(financial) schemes on account of their
mercenary proceedings and character, as
well as on other accounts. But while oppos-
ing the abuses of the age we must not run
into the opposite extreme; or in our haste to
get out of Babylon, we must not run past
Jerusalem."5

In the next few years, MI:. Campbell took
great care not to "run past Jerusalem." In
fact, by 1840, Alexander Campbell had
changed his mind completely about the
importance of "stewardship promotion."
He began to use the word stewardship him-
self and to devote considerable energy to
obtaining funds for his new creation,
Bethany College. It could be said that Alex-
ander Campbell was the first "development
officer" among the Disciples of Christ. He

had learned the basic maxim of develop-
ment, "Go where the money is!" Witness
these words in the April, 1840 edition of
The Millennial Harbinger announcing the
chartering of Bethany College.

"We are now about to call upon our
brethren and the friends of education gen-
erally, for the means indispensable to the
erection and completion of this undertak-
ing ... Our first appeal is to the wealthy
and philanthropic portion of the commun-
ity, that those among them who may be
desirous to promote the good of their con-
temporaries and posterity for generations
to come, may have an opportunity of conse-
crating a portion of that abundance which
God, the source of all wealth and prosper-
ity, may have entrusted to their steward-
ship .. 'The Master has need of it.' ... The
Master has need of their liberality to edu-
cate persons, children or young men for his
service ...

"We first ask the rich and opulent, or
those who feel they can aid this enterprise
without any serious injury to themselves or
their posterity, of their abundance to
donate to this institution with their free-
will offerings ...

"When those who we now address have
led the way, if anything remains to be done
by those of less means, but of as liberal
minds, we shall call upon them ... We
would inform them that contributions
from them will be as thankfully received
and as usefully appropriated as the offer-
ings of those of more enlarged means of
doing good."6

Mr. Campbell soon discovered that the
"big givers" were not going to build

1 The Millennzal Harbinger, Edited by Alexander
Campbell. I. 1830. 74-76.

5 Ibid., p. 91.
6 Ibid., April 1840. p. 219.

THOMAS L. HARWELL - New Trustee 1984 - 1986

Is a native of Barberton, Ohio and a graduate of Barberton High School. He is a
1983 graduate of Bethany College where he served as Curator of the Alexander
Campbell Mansion and was Associate Pastor of the Charleroi Christian Church
in Charleroi, Pennsylvania. Prior to attending Bethany, Tom attended Gallaudet
College in Washington, D.C. where he attended the National Interpreters Train-
ing Consortium for the Deaf. From 1979to 1981he worked as assistant counselor

~

. ' for the deaf in Akron, Ohio at the Akron Metropolitan Housing Authority. He is
, presently seeking a Master of Divinity degree at Lexington Theological Seminary

in Lexington. Kentucky and serves as pastor of the Christian Church United
',r ,/'.,'~',Ministry with congregations at Hazel Green, Old Grassy and White Oak in East-

"",,"~.L...~ ern' Kentucky.
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Bethany College alone, so he started a cam-
paign to reach those of "less means."

Although it could be said that Mr.
Campbell was "converted" to stewardship
promotion and development by the practi-
cal necessities of launching an educational
institution, a wider truth can also be
affirmed. Alexander Campbell became
convinced of the importance of stewardship
preaching and teaching as a necessity for
undergirding the work of the church across
the continent and around the world. Speak-
ing to the 1857 annual meeting of the
American Christian Missionary Society,
Mr. Campbell proclaimed, "To give freely,
cheerfully, liberally, as the Lord has blessed
and prospered us, to every great work, is
not only our duty but our highest honor,
our greatest happiness. It is long since been
decided in the highest court of law and
equity in this universe that it is 'more
blessed to give than to receive.' ... Hence of
all the causes most interesting to man the
cause of mission is supreme. It is the cause
of eternal redemption, of everlasting life,
honor, glory and blessedness ... It is a cool
and deliberate act of the highest reason, as
the most profound reasoner could demon-
strate, to give freely, cheerfully, liberally, to
the cause of human salvation, in the form
of instituting, sustaining, and conducting
missiQoary enterprizes. We need missionar-
ies, well-educated missionaries, at home
and abroad, in the center of our highest civ-
ilization and on our most remote and sav-
age frontiers.

"And let me not ask you what you would
take for any earthly property or estate
which the Lord has given you as a steward;
but how much you would give to save oQe
soul ... To be the means of saving one soul
... is quite enough of honor and of happi-
ness to satisfy any sensible, any rational
man of Christian aspiration."7

After overcoming his reluctance to deal

with financial matters, Mr. Campbell
became an effective stewardship teacher
and developer. Several Disciples institu-
tions owe their survival to his abilities.
However, in the process, he and others
became acquainted with fund-raising tech-
niques which were of questionable value. If
adopted, they would have had an adverse
effect on congregations and church institu-
tions for years after. One was proposed by
Mr. William Pinkerton in an article which
appeared in the August, 1863 edition of
The Millennial Harbinger. (It should be
noted that Mr. Campbell did not personally
endorse this scheme, but by giving the arti-
cle space in his periodical, he seemed to
give it tacit approval.) Mr. Pinkerton pro-
posed that the church secretary of every
congregation record the names of all the
members and the value <;>fthe property each
possessed along with whatever assessment
of other means might be appropriate. The
secretary would also note how much each
member gave weekly. Then, Mr. Pinkerton
writes, "Let it be ascertained who has given
the most 'according to ability' or in propor-
tion to the value of one's property or
income. This should become the criterion
by which to judge the amount which each
should contribute weekly. Those who are
found to be behind may be informed of the
fact, from time to time."8

A few'months later, in the October, 1863
issue, someone giving his initials as
H.M.D. objects strongly to Mr. Pinkerton's
scheme. In his letter to the editor he claims
that "taxing the members according to
their means" is objectionable. He then
rais.es the non-ecumenical question, "Does
not this smack strongly of Methodism?"
(Did Methodists ever have such a scheme?)
H.M.D. also asks, "Will it not take away
entirely the pleasure of giving." He then
7 Ibid., Nov., 1857, pp. 615-617.
8 Ibid., Aug., 1863. p. 365.
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closes with the affirmation, "If the love of
the Savior will not open the hearts of his
followers, no rules will ever accomplish
it. "9

As he neared the end of his life, Alex-
ander Campbell saw clearly the importance
of liberal giving and stewardship commit-
ment in building the church of Jesus Christ
and maintaining her important institu-
tions. Far from disdaining "hireling"
clergy, he insisted that ministers ought to
be provided with a comfortable living. He
endorsed the idea of "the need of the giver
to give." In the 1862 issue of The Millen-
nial Harbinger, he carried an address by
John F. Rowe which included these lines,
"It is best in general that those who hear
the gospel should contribute to its support.
It is not only equal and right, but it is best
for them. We generally set very little value
on that which costs us nothing; and the
very way to make the gospel contemptible,
is to have it preached by those who are sup-
ported by the State, or by their own labors
in some other department; or by men who
neither by their talents, their learning, nor
their industry, have any claim to
support. "10

Alexander Campbell sought a solid New
Testament base for his stewardship and
promotion efforts. Always, he was attracted
to II Corinth. 8:14 which hinted at equality
of giving in proportion to one's means. At
the same time, he came back to the familiar
passage, "Render to Caesar the things that
are Caesar's, and to God the things that are
God's." (Mark 12:17) He searched for ways
in which that passage might apply to
Christian giving. "Does not that language
involve the idea that a man should deposit
as much into the treasury of the Lord as
into the treasury of the state?"ll In the same
paragraph he goes on to rhapsodize about
the importance of money for the church,
"It is money, or its representative, that

gives momentum to every cause. It is the
gold and the silver of the Lord that acceler-
ate every enterprise, whether human or
divine."12

These scattered quotations from the writ-
ings of Alexander Campbell hardly satisfy
our hunger for a full blown stewardship
statement. How helpful it would have been
if he had written one.

In fact, early in 1850, such a request came
to him in the form of a Letter to the Editor.
W.P. Shockey of Wabash, Iowa asked Mr.
Campbell to write an essay on tithing and
giving. The reason given for asking was,
"It is impossible for me or any brother to
know that another, who is able to give
double or quadruple the amount I am, and
that he gives only half as much as I do, for
us to love him as a brother."13 (The record
of giving was common knowledge in many
congregations.) Mr. Campbell responded to
the request with these words, "I have not
the leisure now to discuss the question; ...
It does not appear that there is any other
rule for liberality than, 'As the Lord has
prospered every man, let him give cheer-
fully.' This may be a tenth, more or less,
according to the exigencies. In many cases
it is not enough: in some cases it is not
necessary. But I promise, as soon as conve-
nient, an essay on the subject."14

Unfortunately, Mr. Campbell never
found it convenient to write such an essay.
At least, it never made its way into the
pages of The Millennial Harbinger. What a
pity! One must wonder what the sage of
Bethany would have written. Probably not
a manual for an Every Member Canvass.

(Cont. on p. 46)

• Ibid., Oct., 1863,p. 458.
10 Ibid., Sept., 1862,p. 388.
11 Ibid., p. 390.
12 Ibid., p. 391.
U Ibid., March, 1850,p. 591.
•• Ibid.
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