
Disciples of Christ Historical Society Disciples of Christ Historical Society 

Digital Commons @ Disciples History Digital Commons @ Disciples History 

Discipliana - Archival Issues 

1987 

Discipliana Vol-47-Nos-1-4-1987 Discipliana Vol-47-Nos-1-4-1987 

James M. Seale 

David I. McWhirter 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.discipleshistory.org/discipliana 

 Part of the Christian Denominations and Sects Commons, History of Religion Commons, Religious 

Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion Commons, and the United States History Commons 











'Ibid, p. 366.
6Adam Clarke, Clarke's Commentary vol. IV,

(Nashville: Abingdon Press, n.d.), p. 684.
7B. B. Tyler, A History ofche Disciples of Christ, (New

York: The Christian Literature Company, 1894), p. 43.
Reprint.

'John Waddey is an instructor at t~e East Tennessee
School of Preaching and MISSIOns, KnoxvIlle,
Tennessee.

Hall Laurie Calhoun

BOOK REVIEW
The Christian Scholar:
A Biography of Hall Laurie Calhoun
By Adron Doran and]. E. Choate
(Nashville, Tennessee:Gospel Advocate Co.,
1985)
ISBN 0-89225-279-0

Reviewed by David I. McWhirter
There are, among the figures of the Stone-

Campbell Movement, people who have
been neglected in studies. Hall Laurie
Calhoun, one of these neglected figures, has
finally been recognized in this biography.

Other studies have looked into Calhoun's
role in the Movement but they are for a
more limited audience. We now have a
Widely distributed work on this individual
whose life spanned the time of much unrest
in the Movement.

This biography is an attempt to redress the
fact that history seems to have pushed
Calhoun aside. It has done so with a well

researched and well documented work. The
photographs are an outstanding asset to the
book. The text and photographs are used to
bring to light interesting facts about the
everyday life of Calhoun along with his
thoughts and beliefs.

HallLaurieCalhoun was a disciple ofJ. W.
McGarvey and was McGarvey's choice to
succeed him at The College of the Bible.
Calhoun attended Harvard to prepare
himself for this position but upon
McGarvey's death discovered a new
administration at the school which went in
a new direction from that of McGarvey's.
This part of Calhoun's life is detailed in The
Christian Scholar.

This biography lifts up many interesting
facts about Calhoun's church, academic and
family life such as the fondness his children
held for their black teacher in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, Marie Louise Baldwin. We
discover, with the authors, Calhoun's
popularity during his ministry in Nashville,
Tennessee, evidenced by the fact that his
funeral had to be in the War Memorial
Building. We see his unquestioned
dedication to scholarship and his
effectiveness as a radio preacher.

There is unevenness in the writing but
that isunderstandable with two authors. The
division within the Christian Church is
outlined in some detail whereas the many
divisions within the Churches of Christ are
not mentioned. Some "catch phrases" might
raise some red flags to some readers, such
as this one from page 182: "The fact is the
U.CM.S. became the compliant right arm of
the International Convention." In relating
the developments of the Restructure of the
Christian Church (Disciplesof Christ) not all
the facts are given. The fear of property
being taken away from congregations dUring
Restructure is related but the fact that this
did not happen is not mentioned.

This biography is fair for the most part
and presents the various sides of the
controversy it covers in much detail. It
presents facits of Calhoun's life and the
effect of controversy on him and his
ministry which have not been published
before. This presentation is one of the most
important contributions of the book and,
coupled with the facts of Calhoun's life and
ministry, make the book an important
contribution to the history of the
Movement.



JAMES RUNDLES
NAMED FUND

James Rundles, a promising, ambitious
scholarly youth, came to the United States
from Liberia,West Africa, through the work
ofJacob Kenoly, a missionary to Liberia. He
attended Southern Christian Institute,
Edwards, Mississippi and did further work
in preparation for ministry in Kentucky. He
served several Disciple congregations in
Mississippi, was the first principal of the
Martin Elementary School, Jackson,
Mississippi and was a carpenter by trade.
This named fund is established by his three
sons, James, Samuel, Paul, and his daughter,
Ruth Easterling, all of whom are members
of the United Christian Church, Jackson
Mississippi.

LUBERTA BEATRICE GRIFFIN
NAMED FUND

Edwards, Mississippi, a town that was
influenced by the sacredness and
educational thrust of Southern Christian
Institute, was the birth place of Luberta
Griffin. Her early secondary and junior
college education was done at SCI. She also
completed work in Business Administration
at Mississippi Valley State University.

Mrs. Griffin taught school in Boliver
County, Mississippi,and served as Secretary
and Administrator of the Taborian Hospital
for sixteen years during which time she was
a nominee to the American College of
Hospital Administrators. She was the wife of
the Rev. E. L. Griffin and this named fund
was established by her husband and other
family members.

JESSE P. LANSA W
NAMED FUND

Danville, Illinois was home to Jesse
Lansaw where he worked as an engineer for
the city of Danville. He was an active
member, deacon, and member of numerous
committees in his church in Danville. He
and his wife both served on a special
committee, "Project 2000", which oversaw
many improvements to the church building.
He was a veteran of World War II. This
named fund was established by his wife
Ruth B. Lansaw.
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INDEPENDENCE BOULEVARD
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

RELATED TO TWO LIFE
PATRON MEMBERSHIPS

Recently Life Patron Membership
certificates were presented to two persons
in different ceremonies, both of whom have
strong ties _to Independence Boulevard
Christian Church in Kansas City, Missouri.

A presentation was made to Dr. Will A.
Sessions,Jr. who, for many years, was senior
minister of the Missouri congregation. Now
retired, he is a member of First Christian
Church, Ft. Smith, Arkansas. The
presentation was made in his home
congregation as he and other ministers of
the congregation were recognized.

The second presentation was made to
Ethel Jane Wylie McDaniels Rubick, a long
time member of Independence Boulevard.
In addition to serving that congregation in
many different volunteer capacities, she has
served in her early years as dish washer and
later as Interim Director of Christian
Education.

Both of these presentations were made in
behalf of the Historical Society by Dr. James
M. Seale President.

Mrs. Ethel Rubick and Dr. James M. Seale



GIFTS RECEIVED JANUARY-MARCH 1987

Mildred Bailey - E. E. Manley and Ray G. Manley
Named Fund

Dr. and Mrs. R. L. Brier - In memory of Edith B. Seale
Dr. and Mrs. Jay R. Calhoun - In memory of Naomi

E. Osborn
Audrey W. Cooke - In memory of Edith B. Seale
Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Denhardt, Jr. - Endowment Fund
Mrs. Ruth Easterling, James, Paul, and Samuel Rundles

- James Rundles Named Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Robert H. Edwards - Robert H. and Betsy

B. Edwards Named Fund

Elkton Christian Church - Harry M. Davis Named Fund
Joseph B. Fitch - Endowment Fund
Ruth L. Funk - In memory of Helen Cecile Daugherty

Modlish and Gus Peter Modlish
Edward L. Griffin - Luberta Beatrice Griffin Named

Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Richard L. Harrison - Campbell

Bicentennial Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Edward G. Holley - In memory of Helen

S. Mann

Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Hoshaw - Edward M. and
Laura C. Hoshaw Named Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Roland K. Huff - In memory of Helen
S. Mann

Mr. and Mrs. Willard L. Humphress - In memory of
Edith B. Seale

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Hurt - In memory of Edith B.
Seale

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Hurt - Rogers-Hurt Named Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Brewster Jones - Campbell

Bicentennial Fund
Dr. and Mrs. G. Curtis Jones - Endowment Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Willis R. Jones - In memory of Edith B.

Seale
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley W. Kern,Jr. - Endowment Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Risley P. Lawrence - Endowment Fund
Daniel H. MacDonald - MacDonald Named Fund
Daniel H. MacDonald - In memory of Edith B. Seale
Dr. Lester G. McAllister - In memory of Edith B. Seale

Donna and David McWhirter - In memory of Edith
B. Seale

Donna and David McWhirter - In memory of Helen
S. Mann

Mr. C. Frank Mann, Jr. - In memory of Helen S. Mann
Mr. and Mrs. Walter G. Mason - Endowment Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard C. Meece - In memory of Edith

B. Seale
\-1r. Paul B. Modlish - In memory of Helen Cecile

Daugherty Modlish and Gus Peter Modlish
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Osborn - Endowment Fund
The Rev. and Mrs. Norman Reed - In memory of Edith

B. Seale
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Reeve - Endowment Fund
Dr. Jennie S. Renner - William H. and Jennie Knowles

Trout Named Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Forrest L. Richeson - Endowment Fund
Mrs. Lucile P. Rizor - In memory of Edith B. Seale
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jones Russell - In memory of

Edith B. Seale
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jones Russell - Campbell

Bicentennial Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jones Russell- Endowment Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jones Russell - General Fund
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Samuel - In memory of Edith

B. Seale
Dr. and Mrs. James M. Seale - In memory of Helen S.

Mann
Dr. Howard E. Short - Howard E. Short Fund
Dr. Howard E. Short _. In memory of Edith B. Seale
Mrs. Claude E. Spencer - Claude E. Spencer Named

Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Stichman - In memory of Naomi E.

Osborn
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas G. VanderMolen - Endowment

Fund
W. S. Wallace - Endowment Fund
Miss Elizabeth Weathers - Endowment Fund
Dr. Henry E. Webb - Endowment Fund
Eva Jean Wrather - In memory of Edith B. Seale
Johnny Wray - In honor of Evelyn Martin Ellingson

(Continued From Page 23)

Haggard, Rice. Christian hymn book. (1818)
Hall, Benjamin Franklin. Methodism, the source and

secret of power. (Lexington, Kentucky: Apostolic
Times, 1875).

Hardeman, Nicholas Brodie. One dozen sermons.
(Privately printed, 1956).

Hurison, Ida (Withers). Beyond the battle's ruin. (New'
York: Neale, 1918).

Hartzel, Jonas. Bible vindicated. (Cincinnati: John Boggs,
1858).

Hastings, Rosetta (Butler). Coffin nails. (Clay Center,
Kansas: The Dispatch, 1909').

Hostetler, Joseph, 1797-1870. Calumnies refuted.
(pamphlet)

Hunnicutt, James W. Defence of the doctrine and
practice of free communion, or the communion of
all Saints. (Richmond, Virginia, 1843).

Hurlbutt, Charles D. On the act of Christian baptism.
(Beaver, Pennsylvania: 1879).

Hyde, Orson. A voice from jerusalem. (P.P. Pratt, 1842)

Jameson, Maria. Beginnings of the Christian Woman's
Board of Missions. (Indianapolis: C.W.B.M., 1897').

Jamieson, Milton. Treatise on the subject of baptism,
principally designed as an exposure of CampbelIism.
(Lexington, Kentucky: 1834).

)'trrell, W A(Baptist). Gospel in water, or Campbellism.
(Dallas, Texas: author). and (SI. Louis: 1886).

CORRECTION
In the Spring, 1987, Vol. 47, No. 1 issue
of Discipliana a line was omitted from the
copy. It would be the last line on page 8.
The copy should read: that ministers were
simply hired without any thought of or-
dination. This placed no bar against their
conducting. ..
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NEW MEMBERSHIP
AS OF MARCH 31, 1987

LIFE

1022 Nola Neill Osborn, Eugene, OR.
Mrs. William O. Brooks, Lexington, KY.
Jacklyn S. Clark, Cape Girardeau, MO.
Thomas W. Fife, Goias, Brazil
Clarke D. Forsythe, Wheaton, IL.
Rachel L. Jenkins, Greentown, IN.
Alice C. May, Indianapolis, IN.
Dr. Allene Phy-Olsen, Montgomery, AL.
John Tpmbleson, Prineville, OR.

PARTICIPATING

Dennis Free, Boyolali, Jateng, Indonesia
Randall E. Harrison, Canton, OH.
Suzanne S. Havens, Lexington, KY.
Elizabeth K. LaPrade, Tenafly, N.].
Carrie Peterson, Altadena, CA.
Harrison Somah, N. Little Rock, AR.

STUDENT

Marty G. Bell, Nashville, TN.
Jeff Broadwater, Nashville, TN.
Stephen G. Brown, Lexington, KY.
Richard]. Cherok, Barberton, OH.
Brenda C. Forrester, Nashville, TN.
David E. Grousnick, Wilmore, KY.
Lester McNatt, Nashville, TN.
George F. Pickens, Long Bottom, OH.
Michael Szpak, Washington, D.C.
Danny Lee Wise, Columbus, OH.
David Edward White, Milligan College, TN.

REGULAR TO PARTICIPATING

Rev. Harvey Hartling, Centralia, WA.
Mrs. ]. Haley Scott, Columbia, TN.

REGULAR

Leonard Allen, Abilene, TX.
Don E. Archibald, Manhattan Beach, CA.
Mary Ayers, Lakeland, FL.

"CAMPBELL: MARX TO JACKSON"
EVA JEAN WRATHER, SPEAKER FOR

DCHS ASSEMBLY DINNER
As a prelude to the celebration of the
bicentennial birth date of· Alexander
Campbell, EvaJean Wrather will address the
Historical Society Dinner at the General
Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) to be held in Louisville, KY,
October 20, 1987. The dinner will be at 5:30
llt the Commonwealth Convention Center.

Tickets may be purchased in advance from
the Society until October I, 1987. The cost
is $9.50. Use this order blank for ordering
tickets prior to the Assembly. Send your
check and the enclosed form to Disciples of
Christ Historical Society, 1101 19th Avenue,
South, Nashville, TN 37212.

Number of tickets desireciu. Enclosed is $9.50 per ticket.

Please send tickets to: 1

Address, 1

City State Zip _
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EVA JEAN WRA THER TO SPEAK
"CAMPBELL: MARX TO JACKSON"

To launch the celebration of the 200th
birth date of Alexander Campbell, the
Historical Society invites you to hear Eva
Jean Wrather, Campbell scholar and
biographer, speak at the Society dinner in
Louisville, Kentucky, on October 20, 1987.
The dinner, which will be held in
connection with the General Assembly of
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ),
will be held at the Commonwealth
Convention Center at 5:30. It is open to all
persons.

Miss Wrather is the foremost scholar of

DISCIPLES DF CHRIST HISTORiCAL SOCIETY

Alexander Campbell, having traveled
extensively studying his life and work. She
is the author of a book on Campbell's life,
as yet unpublished, which many have said
could be the best treatment of the life of
Campbell since Robert Richardson wrote
Campbell's memoirs. Her presentation in
Louisville will be the first of several series
of lectures which will be presented by the
Historical Society during 1988.

Tickets to the dinner may be secured by
using the order form on the back of
Discipliana.
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DISCIPLIANA (USPS 995 - 060), published
quarterly by the Disciples of Christ Historical
Society, 1101 Nineteenth Avenue South,
Nashville, Tennessee and at additional mail-
ing offices. DISCIPLIANA headquarters and
editorial office is Disciples of Christ
Historical Society, 1101 Nineteenth Avenue
South, Nashville, Tennessee 37212. All cor-
respondence and payment of dues should
be made to the Nashville address. Subscrip-
tion to DISCIPLIANA is included in the
membership dues of the Society.

Postmasters: Send form 3579 to 1101 19th
Avenue, South, Nashville, TN 37212.

The Disciples of Christ Historical Society
was established in 1941 "to maintain and
further interest in the religious heritage,
backgrounds, origins, development, and
general history of Disciples of Christ, Chris-
tian Churches, Churches of Christ, and
related groups."

Members of the Society receive
DISCIPLIANA quarterly, along with other
benefits. Annual membership categories are
as follows: Sustaining - $50, Participating
- $25, Regular - $10.00 Student - $5.00.
Single payment Life memberships are: Life
- $250, Life Link - $500. Life Patron -
$1,000.

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Officers of the Board of Trustees

CHAIRPERSON Dale Wallis Brown
VICE-CHAIRPERSON Eva Jean Wrather
SECRETARY Evelyn Watkins
TREASURER Risley P. Lawrence

JUST HOW WIDE IS THE
SOCIETY'S FIELD OF SERVICE

In 1986 the Historical Society received
materials for preservation from 540 different
sources in 35 states. These included
congregations, individuals, areas and regions
of the church, educational institutions,
benevolent groups and all of the general
units of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ).

In the same year the Society responded
to requests from 513 different sources.
These came from the groups mentioned
above and persons in seven foreign
countries. Many of these requests were for
specific information or for pictures which
could be reproduced from the material in
the archives. The daily mail brings questions
and inquiries about the early or more recent
life of the church. Generally there is a
positive ,response but occasionally the
answer has to be "no material available."

Hardly a work day passes without the
personal visit of some researcher asking for
help. It may be an author who comes
working on a book, a professor preparing
lectures, a local historian searching for
unknown tidbits about the congregation, a
biographer looking for both pictures and
material to complete a sketch or a complete
biography, In the years of a Disciples'
General Assembly, there are always hurried
requests for information, pictures, tapes or
actions from the proceedings of previous
assemblies. Occasionally there is the legal
request for documentation for verification,
clarification or as a measure of proof for the
courts or the Internal Revenue Service.

Behind the scene at the Society there is
the daily work organizing and preserving the
material in such a way that today's visitor
will not have to wait until tomorrow to
obtain what is needed. The cataloging of
books is a fairly simple job compared with
the arranging of archival material in personal
paper collections or in organizational files.
The next time you write, call or visit the
Society looking for information we hope to
be able to say without hesitation, "Here it
is. "

James M. Seale
President



NBA: THE WOMAN~SMOVEMENT
COMES TO THE DISCIPLES

Hiram and Marge Lester".----------------, Disciple minister and noted surgeon and
medical educator of the late 19th century.
On a visit to her alma mater when she was
43, something happened to Mattie Younkin
which changed the course of her Iife.4

Returning to St. Louis, Mattie called
together a small prayer group of women and
formed a sisterhood that resulted in the
founding of NBA. On a February night in
1886, the original group of six met to pray
in a basement room of old First Christian
Church in St. Louis. Their purpose soon
emerged:

We concein:d as our sole purpose the task of
helping the helpless -- to gi\'e a home to the
homeless. to prm'ide care for the sick and comfort
for the distressed. In other ,yords. the purpose of
the organization "'as to restore to the church that
brotherly Im-e and henevolence taught hy Christ and
practiced hv the disciples in the ear'" da,'s of the
church.' . .

On January 10,1887, the women formed
a permanent organization and elected
Elizabeth Hodgen as President, Fannie
Shedd (later Fannie Ayars) as Corresponding
Secretary, Donie P. Hansbrough as
Recording Secretary, and Mrs. G. P. Wiggin
as Treasurer. Elizabeth Hodgen's $25 for the
first Life Membership was unanimously set
aside as a nucleus for a "Home" building
fund. On March 10, 1887, the state of
Missouri granted a charter to The
Benevolent Association of the Christian
Church.6 Mattie Younkin was elected
missionary (or solicitor) and given the task
of seeking support for the Association's
work.

In January, 1889, the women voted to
"rent a house and open a home for children
only." Ida Harrison, "having a conveyance
at her disposal.·· chaired the search for a
suitable building. Mrs. D. E. Cook offered
her services as matron and said" if the Board
suffered for lack of support she would suffer
with it.··

With less than $50 on hand, a five-room
cottage was rented for $25 per month. The
building fund of $181.90, plus $119.25
received from the four St. Louis churches,
constituted the total capital with which
Christian's Orphans' Home, the first NBA
facility, was opened.

\Ir., \LllIie ')(lUI1J,;il1 - lll1l' llf the
1·'lUI1lk"r., 'll thL' '\ H .\. TIll" fir.st III tl":l\'l'l
;:111, lllg llUI" dlLll"clll'S f( ll" suppOrt

.. In the beginning ... the story of The
National Benevolent Association of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is, very
simply, the story of women and faith." This
sentence from the forthcoming history of
that Association sets the crucial context for
understanding NBA's founding and early
development. I

Disciple histories give little space to NBA
and its founding, but the story of the small
group of St. Louis women who formed it in
1887 is well-known to readers of NBA
Family Talk. However, even NBA
publications obscure the degree to which
these women, as women, were pioneers.2

NBA was the dream of Sarah Matilda Han
Younkin,3 or Mattie as she was known to her
friends. Orphaned in her early teens and
farmed out to relatives in IllinOIS, she
graduated from Abingdon College (later
merged into Eureka College) and married
her schoolmate, Edwin E. Younkin, a
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The Home was besieged with
applications. During the first year, 13
dependent children received care. By the
end of 15 months, an eight-room house had
to be rented, and Mrs. Younkin began fund-
raising for their own building. By IH9 I, they
had the money to purchase a city lot.

Only two men had encouraged the
women at the beginning and few supported
them as they went along. Now two men, F.
M. Call and W. W. Dowling, the publishers
of Young Folks, helped raise $10,000 for the
new building on condition that the Home
be located ncar an established St. Louis
Disciple congregation. Soon their vision of
a Christian Church Home for homeless
children was a rcalit\·.

These women WLTe in the forefront of a
growing child welfare movement, but
starting a Home for needy children was not
what made them pioneers.- What was new
was their 20th century vision that their little
organization could give form to a
denomination's response to the destitute
homeless.

Our effort, \H:re to lay a good foundation in plans
and to get our people imerested in the need of this
work. We had not the e"perience of any like
associatioll to guide us, There was no national
!lcnevoleIll a"sociation in an\' church hmh' We
were pioneers in this \york,

From the beginning, these pioneers
intended to start America's first
denomination-wide response to the needy8

This progressive idea was joined to one
even more radical. They shared the
conviction that women might take active
roles in Disciple public affairs and organize
for the whole denomination9 They received
little male encouragement - so little that
they were careful to remember every male
(both of them) who encouraged them that
first year - but they were undeterred. Even
the Christian Women's Board of Missions
(CWBM) seems to have resented NBA's
intrusion into denominational life. 10 But still .
they were determined to lead a whole
denomination to restore the early church's
concern for the helpless to the center of its
spiritual life.

LeRoy Ashby has correctly observed,
"The beginning of NBA owed far more to
the tenacity. of these women who battled
considerable odds than it did to enthusiastic
recognition from Christian congregations
across the country." II But that was not how
the women saw it. As far as they were

36

concerned, the acceptance of their work as
the church's responsibility and their
recognition as The National Benevolent
Association of the Christian Church was
central to their \'ision and mission.

If the wome'1 thought that the creation of
a Home for homeless children would cause
the Disciple establishment to make
benevolence central or recognize the
Association as the responsible national
agency for benevolence, they were
mistaken. R-:buffed again and again by both
the General Convention and the state
conventi<Jns, they called their (,wn
convention in IH92. When the 189') General
Convention in Dallas agreed to consider a
petition to recognize NBA as an agency of
the church, a hostile majority tabled the
resolution.

The "feeble, pleading, outstretched arms
that needeQ help" and their own oneness
growing out of the urge to .Iive socially
purposeful lives in a society that offered few
culturally acceptable public roles for females
drove them on in the face of frequent,
humiliating rejection. LeRoy Ashby
comments:

The sarcasm slle l'llllfronted in Dallas grew partly
out of oppo,'ition to estahlishing a national
organization separ;lle from the church. hut the fact
,hat Younkin \\';IS a female unquestionably
sharpened the ho"ility of her opponents .-\ccording
to the assol'iation', magazine. elders. ministl'l's and
cOlwention m;lIl:lgers. who saw no place I'dI' a
woman in the program of the church. hattled her
again and ;Ig:lin,"

Mattie Younkin tried every tactic to get a
few minutes on convention programs. She
became Missouri's first ordained woman
minister in IR9'). She hung around the
platform steps. waiting for an unexpected
opening should a speaker be delayed by
accident (or by sympathy for her work). In
refusing to let her speak, one preacher
blurted out, "There is no time to hear you
-- we are here to preach the Gospel'''

Finally, on October 19,1899, the Golden
Jubilee Convention of Disciples recognized
the A:isociation and its benevolent ministry
as an approved work of the Christian
Church. It had taken 12 years, and not all
who began lived to see the victOry. Cancer
had taken Mattie Younkin's life on October
13, the same week that NBA received
General Convention approval. She had
blessed each of her sisters personally as they
left St. Louis for Cincinnati, and they



telegraphed her as soon as they were sure
that the effort would succeed. She had
fought the good fight and the victory was
hers!

NBA mushroomed to 11 units in the next
decade. By November, 1908, there were six
Children's Homes, three Homes for the
aging, and two small hospitals and schools
for nurses, each with its own governing
board of local church women. During the
earlier struggle, Mattie had predicted to
Fannie Ayars that, when NBA became a
respectable success, persons of influence
(men) would take the ministry away from
them. Before Mattie died, three field men
had to be hired to replace her. In 1901, the
office of General Secretary was created, and
George L. Snively, the profeminist minister
of Jacksonville, Illinois, was appointed. The
board minutes show the progression - first,
a typewriter, then a secretary, and next. ...

In 1908, NBA came to the end of an era.
Fannie Shedd Ayars stepped down after
three years as President, and that position
went to a man, the first of an uninterrupted
line. Mrs. Hansbrough reports: "It was then
that it came about that the NBA passed into
the control of the men and out of the hands
of the women." J. W. Perry, Vice President
of the National Bank of Commerce of St.
Louis, assumed the position because, in
Ayars' words, "it seemed wise, for the
present, to call to the leadership of this great
work a thoroughly seasoned and tested
business man."

Board minutes and NBA publications
make the transition seem so agreeable and
smooth, but later events show how painful
it was. Mrs. Ayars described it to an NBA
volunteer in this way:

... but in time some of the older Homes became
jealous of the younger and the Boards differed.
About that time Brother Mohorter (the second
General Secretary) decided that the Benevolent
Association had gotten to be too big for the women
to control; that it needed a business man at the head
of it, and by manuevering that would do credit to
Tammany Hall they succeeded in having elected a

. man as president and as first vice-president, also as
treasurer and himself as general secretary. So instead
of a Board of women as it had been for almost
twenty years, the officers now are five men and two
women.13

It was not easy to forgive the male take-
over, even after the years of sexual
discrimination had become a part of NBA's
unwritten history. One result was the loss
of the Babies' Home and the Christian

Hospital and Training School for Nurses in
1911. Perhaps the most stressful event in
NBA history, the minutes crackle with its
tension, but no clear explanation is ever
recorded; the minutes do indicate that fiscal
and personal tensions continued into the
1930s. Even after two decades, Donie
Hansbrough still felt the pain of Fannie
Ayars' departure.

For the women who remained loyal to a
male-controlled NBA, the memories of the
sexual discrimination did not die. One issue
of The Christian Philanthropist in 1914 was
devoted to the "splendid women" - the
"royal sisterhood" - who founded NBA.
Emphasizing that "the work of child
redemption has been essentially a woman's
work," one article told how Mattie Younkin
had urged her vision upon a largely
disinterested denomination. Another article
emphasized that females run the various
homes through their boards and
committees.

A picture of Mattie Younkin dominates the
front page of this 1914 issue of The Christian
Philanthropist with the words, "The N.B.A.,
Born in Woman's Loving Heart," on the left
and "The N.B.A., Led by Woman's Skillful
Hand" on the right. We have long failed to
hear the protest in this summary of NBA's
beginnings.

FOOTNOTES
I Hiram and Marge Lester, Inasmuch ... The Sagaof

NBA (tentative title) (St. Louis: 1987), is the first
comprehensive history of The National Benevolent
Association of the Christian Church (hereafter NBA).
Release of (his pictorial history is anticipated in October,
1987

'For two years, we have examined the NBA archives
in St. Louis and at the Disciples of Christ Historical
Society in Nashville. Descendants of early leaders and
other r",archers han~ -;\'illingl\' shared' photograph
albums and old family letters with us. Thanks to their
letters, memoirs and hand-written minutes, the
founders, especially Mattie Younkin, Donie
Hansbrough, and Fannie Shedd Ayars, have become
living persons to us.

We are especially grateful to Landonia P, Hansbrough
(Donie to her sisters and Mrs. J. K. Hansbrough in most
of her thousands of signatures) for the several editions
of her typed memoirs of NBA. When The Benevolent
Association of the Christian Church was organized in
January, 1887, she was elected Recording Secretary.
During the first year, she and Fannie Shedd changed
offices, and Donie Hansbrough served NBA as
Corresponding Secretary for 50 of its first 100 vears.
For almost 50 years. she also was editor of The Orphan's
Cry and its successor, The Christian Philanthropist,
NBA's first two monthly interpretative publications.

31t is easy to establish that Mrs. Younkin's name was
Matilda and that her sisters called Mattie. We have been
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able to find no explanation for Disciple histories and
publications, including NBA publications, calling her
Martha Younkin. The only Martha Younkin we have
been able to locate is her mother-in-law, but that does
not seem to explain the mistake. James H. Mohorter,
NBA General Secretary in the 1920s and F. M. Rogers,
Mohorter's successor, who implies that he remembers
Mrs. Younkin, calls her Martha Younkin. By the time
that she wrote her last set of NBA memoirs in the
mid-1930s, Donie Hansbrough, who knew Mattie well
and gives many examples of her correct name, was also
occasionally calling her Martha Younkin.

.There is ample evidence in the sources of this life-
changing experience on the trip to Abingdon College,
but we have found nothing co indicate what the
experience was or what the nature of the change was,
except that it was connected with her new acti"ism for
the homeless. We have sought co deal more extensively
with the sources and models of the female social-
activism of Mattie Younkin. Fannie Shedd Ayars and the
other NBA founders in a soon-co-be published essay,
cnlillnl ··h·lllinhlll. Ihl' "'CTI :lllei ,hl' hllilleling "I'
:\ Il.\.

'Unless otherwise noted, all blocked quotations in
this essay come from one or more of the editions of
Donie Hansbrough's NBA memoirs.

"The corporate name was legally changed to The
Narional Benevolent Association of the Christian Church
in 1904 because that name more explicitly expressed
their original mission and because it better represented
what they had become. George L. Snively, the first
General Secretary (1901- 190';) of the Ass0ciation and
a Disciple minister noted for his ability to raise millions
of dollars for new church buildings, claimed credit for
instigating the change in names.

'After all, 247 homes of similar nature were
established in the United States between 1890 and 1900.
More homes for indigent children were started in that
decade than in any other in American history.

It must be emphasized that the women were in the
forefront of the Progressive Movement with its
emphasis on "Homes" as opposed to the dark asylums
of the 19th centurv. In fact, in some ways they were
more progressive ~nd sensitive to children than other
Progressives who insisted that all children must be
placed in "real" homes and limited the children they
acccplcd to adoptahle oncs. The :"JBA \\'as ,'en' ;Ioi",:
in placing adoptable children in Christian homes, but
they recognized that some needy children were, for
various reasons, unadoptable, and that many were
children of widowed mothers who also needed support.
They employed widows, boarded children while
mothers sought work, ran temporary shelters and did
some day-care work. From the beginning, they insisted
that the ministry of the church should be shaped by
the needs of those ministered to.

8Disciples have never had a monopoly on local
autonomy; in 1887, and for a long time thereafter, all
Protestant benevolent enterprises, as well as most of
the Catholic and fraternal efforts, were local, separate
and scattered. Even 50 years later, the Disciples of Christ
was still the only major American denomination with
a national benevolent agency and strategy.
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From the earliest days the NBA women planned to
establish a protective network of institutions across the
nation. The fact that no national benevolent association
existed in any denomination did not deter them. While
there was as ~et only one home, they worked out many
of the basic issu'es of ownership, management,
promotion, mutual responsibility and investment which
still characterize the relationships between NBA and its
62 Centers a hundred years later.

"Hiram Lester in a soon-to-be published essay. entitled
"The Beginnings of Disciple Ecumenism, No. I" has
traced the beginnings of voluntary societies in the
Second Awakening of the United States and the llnited
Kingdom. That essay traces the lineage of The Christian
Association of Washington, Pennsylvania, in the
development of these first voluntary, evangelical
societies.

The Second Awakening at the beginning of the 19th
century, which initiated the era of the great voluntary
philathropic and moral societies, also freed women to
organize locally co "do good." By 1860 almost every
congregation had its Dorcas Society, Widow's Mite
Society, and King's Daughters aimed at supporting the
benevolent and missionary work of the church.

Beginning with the organization of the
interdenominational Women's Union Missionary
Society of Ameri~a in 1861 and of the Women's Board
of Missions of the Congregational Church in 1868, the
post-Civil War period saw the rapid multiplication of
national societies in every major denomination to
coordinate the missionary activity of women. The
Christian Woman's Board of Missions (CWBM), founded
in 1874, was quickly the largest and most successful
of the three Disciple missionary societies.

But all of these national women's societies, including
CWBM, were for women, I.e., to recruit women, to
develop a missionary awareness in women, to harness
the resources of the church's women. Such activity
might be despised or viewed with envy by the male
religious establishment, but it was acceptable. After all,
it was women organizing women to do women's work.

lOWe have not examined the CWBM files at the
Disciples of Christ Historical Society in Nashville in
order to document exactly the leaders' early reaction
to NBA. Three bits of evidence supports our suggestion
that CWBM was not sympathetic with the new
organization:

1. In the 1890's each of the Disciple societies
received significant financial aid from offerings
received in local churches on each society's special
day. NBA unilaterally chose Easter for their offering
day because no other society had chosen that
holiday and Disciples generally did not celebrate
Easter. NBA took much criticism for adopting a
"popish" holiday, but just as soon as it became clear
NBA could raise significant money in Easter
offerings, CWBM claimed Easter for their special
offering.
2. NBA undertook a 12-year, difficult, and often
humiliating struggle to win acceptance by the
General Convention of the Disciples of Christ, which
was controlled by CWBM, ACMS and FCMS. They
were usually not allowed to display materials or



speak at the convention. There is no evidence,
known to us, of a case in which a CWBM leader
protested the treatment of Mattie Younkin or offered
to share her allotted program time with the NBA
missionary. At least,some of the male leadersshared
their time with Mattie and tried to get the NBA
petition introduced to the Convention.

.~.When the Boardof Managersof the newly-formed
UCMS approved the recommendation that the
Orphans' and Old Peoples' Homes would only
receive the amount budgeted to them, even when
the special offerings designated for the Homes by
the churches well exceededthat limited budget, Mrs.
Atwater of CWBM joined in the recommendation
to the Board of Managers.

II LeRoy Ashby, Saving the Waits: Reformers and
Dependent Children, 1890- 1917(Philadelphia: Temple
University, 19H4), p. 76. Ashhy's excellent third chapter
hasically supports the contentions of this essay. It is a
critical study of the early yearsof NBAand severalother
Progressiveexperiments in child-saving; it placesthem
all in the context of the developmentsof the Progressive
Era.

"Ihid .. p. 7H-79.

"Unpublished letter from FannieSheddAyars to Mrs.
Joseph Husband, dated December 19, 1917. Our study
of the jealousies between the boards of the early SI.
Louis tends to confirm the first sentence. Both Mrs.
Ayars and James H. Mohorter were passionately
committed to the care of the needy, as well asstrong,
somewhat dominating personalities. They had very
different understandings of the stewardship of NBA;
Mohoner won ('), but Fannie Shedd Ayars became the
principal founder of the benevolent work of the
Christian Churches and Churches of Christ, as well as
being one of the six who founded NBA and probably
the one chosen by Mattie Younkin for her successor.

'Hiram and Marge Lester are ministers onhe Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) and write extensively on
historical subjects.Hiram Lesteris professorof Religious
Studies at Bethany College, Bethany, West Virginia.

A. Campbell

PUT A DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR

LECTURE SERIES in recognition of the
200th birthdate of ALEXANDER
CAMPBELL
Ft. Worth, TX March 16-17, 1988

Los Angeles, CA April 18-19, 1988
Indianapolis, IN .. October 10-11, 1988

"It is decreed, that every system of
Government not based upon the true
philosophy of man - not adapted to
public opinion, to the genius of the age,
shall fall into ruins."

REED LECTURES FOR 1986
NOW AVAILABLE

The Power of the Press is the subject of
the 1986 Forrest F. Reed lectures sponsored
by the Disciples of Christ Historical Society.
The lectures were given by Richard T.
Hughes, Henry E. Webb and Howard E.
Short. They discussed the unique position
of the editor's chair in the Campbell-Stone
Movement. Richard Hughes presented the
contribution of David Lipscomb and The
Gospel Advocate. Henry Webb discussed
The Christian Standard and its editors
focusing on Isaac Errett and Russell Errett.
Howard Short brought his experience as
editor of The Christian to his lecture as he
highlighted the contribution of The
Christian Evangelist, its successors and its
editors.

These lectures, published by the Disciples
of Christ Historical Society, are now
available from the Societv at a cost of $5.00
plus postage and handli~g of $1 00.

Audio cassettes of the ledures are
available for $15.00 for the three cassettes
or $5.00 for each lecture. Postage and
handling for each order is $1.00.

NOTICE OF CHANGE OF ADDRESS
FOR DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

CONGREGATIONS

Beginning with either the fall or winter
issue of DiscipJiana, the copy will be
addressed to the congregation instead of the
minister. This is the copy which each
congregation of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) receives because of its
giving through Basic Mission Finance. In the
past these have been addressed to the
minister. PLEASE NOTE, all ministers who
are members of the Society will continue to
receive their personal addressed copy as
usual.

The mailing list for Discipliana and for the
membership of the Historical Society will
soon be on the computer at the Society and
the above mentioned changes will be made
when that changeover is completed. Anyone
who is a member of the Society and does
not receive DiscipJiana quarterly should
contact the Society directly.
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