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GIFTS RECEIVED FROM OCTOBER 1988 THROUGH MARCH 1989

William C. Alford, Jr. - Endowment Fund

Mildred Bailey
Manley Named Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Fund

Mary H. Bassett - William J. and Allie Taylor
Bassett Named Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Wayne H. Bell - Wayne H. and
Virginia Marsh Bell Named Fund

Raymond G. Bennett - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. William C. Blackwell
Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. W. E. Blake - Endowment Fund

The Rev. and Mrs. Samuel W. Bourne
Endowment Fund

Ruth Boyers - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. David E. Branaman
Fund

Rose Mary Codell Brooks - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Dale W. Brown - Endowment
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Dale W. Brown - General Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Burgess - Endowment
Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Burns
Fund

Jeannette R. Byers - Endowment Fund

The Rev. and Mrs. David A. Caldwell- Endowment
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. I. W. Carmack
Nancy M. Nooe Named Fund

L. H. Carpenter - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Cartmill - Endowment
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Robbie N. Chisholm - Robbie N.
and Louada Bowman Chisholm Named Fund

Dr. and Mrs. J. E. Choate - Endowment Fund

Margaret D. Clark - Endowment Fund

Helen Cleaver - Ben H. Cleaver Named Fund

The Rev. and Mrs. Homer M. Cole - Endowment
Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Myron C. Cole- Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. M. Thomas Collins - Land
Acquisition Fund

Roma Holley Conroy - Endowment Fund

Audrey W. Cooke - James M. and Mary Dudley
Seale Named Fund

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Curtin
Mattie G. Rea Named Fund

B. Barr - Endowment

- Endowment

- Endowment

- Roger T. and

- Ernest L. and

The Rev. William and Dr. Pearl Mayo Danshy _

Endowment Fund
Kathleen T. Davis - Harry M. Davis Named
Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Davis - Endowment Fund
Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Denhardt - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Elroy Diatikar - Hardy Family
Fund
Philandria  Dickerson - L. L. Dickerson and

Ann E. Dickerson Named Fund

Gertrude A. A. Dimke - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Everett Donaldson - Endowment
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. E. Hoyt Dowdey - Endowment
Fund
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- E. E. Manley and Ray G.

Earline M. Dulworth. Endowment Fund

Joy B. Dunn - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Anthony Dunnavant
Fund

Dr. and Mrs. G. B. Dunning - Guy Burton and
Anna Margaret Dunning Named Fund

Polly C. Dye - Endowment Fund

David M. Earl - Barbara T. and Edwin Charles
Magarey Earl Named Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Robert H. Edwards - Robert H. and
Betsy Barnes Edwards Named Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Ellingson
Ellingson Named Fund

Janice Elliott - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Eubank - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Lorenzo J. Evans - Louise B. and
Lorenzo J. Evans Named Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Glen E. Ewing - Endowment Fund

Jessie E. Eyres -Jessie E. Eyres Named Fund

- Endowment

- Evelyn

Mr. and Mrs. William W. Fellers - Endowment
Fund

Mrs. Homer Ferguson - In Memory of Homer L.
Ferguson

Mrs. Homer Ferguson's Estate - Homer L. and
Ann Ferguson Named Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm S.
Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Harold E..Fey - Harold E. and
Golda C. Fey Named Fund

Dr. and Mrs. A. Dale Fiers - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Robert O. Fife - Endowment Fund

First  Christian Church, Aurora, CO
Endowment Fund

First Christian Church, Paris, KY - Capital Fund

First Christian Church, Pontiac, MI - First
Christian Church, Pontiac, MI Named Fund

Leah G. Foote - Endowment Fund

The Rev. and Mrs. Eugene N.
Endowment Fund

The Rev. and Mrs. Eugene N. Frazier - General
Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Leroy Garrett - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Gleaves - Endowment
Fund

Gladys E. Gooch - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. I. O. Good - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald W. Graham - Endowment
Fund

Robert B. Greene - Endowment Fund

Susan Greer - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Charles Gresham
Fund

E. L. Griffin - Luberta Beatrice Griffin Named
Fund

Kathleen Hall - Endowment Fund

Maxine E. Hall - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. R. Glenn Hammonds
Endowment Fund

Arthur Allan Hanna - Endowment Fund

Ocie K. Harbison - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. W. P. Hardy - Hardy Family
Fund

William O. Harris - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Richard Harrison - Campbell
Bicentennial Fund

Ferguson

Frazier

- Endowment



Oscar Haynes - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Fred Helsabeck -
Fund

Mary Lou Henry - In Memory of Donald Henry

Wayne Hensley - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Lynn Hieronymus - Endowment
Fund

Samuel Hill - Campbell Bicentennial Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Hilliard, Jr. - In
Memory of Leslie G. Thomas

Ruth P. Hobbs - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Edward G. Holley - Edward G.
Holley Named Fund

Mary Louise Holt - Roger T. and Nancy M. Nooe
Named Fund

Everett S. Hopper - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Hoshaw - Edward M.
and Laura C. Hoshaw Named Fund

Marie Hout - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Roland K. Huff - Roland K. and
Kathryn Gordon Huff Named Fund

Mr. and Mrs. George L. Humphrey -
Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Hurt - Rodgers-Hurt
Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Richard James - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. G. Curtis Jones - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Paul Jones - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Willis R. Jones - Edgar DeWitt
and Frances Willis Jones Named Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Willis R. Jones - Willis R. and
Evelyn B. Jones Named Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Willis R. Jones - Roger T. and
Nancy M. Nooe Named Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Willis R. Jones - The Wrather
Fund

Mrs. Charles J. Kemper - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Harold C. Kime - Lucille C. and
Harold C. Kime Named Fund

Turner Edward Kirkland - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore R. Kuster - Endowment
Fund

C. S. Lamberth - Endowment Fund

Robert H. Lando - Endowment Fund

Ruth B. Lansaw - Oscar M. and Nellie Hines
Huff Named Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Allan W. Lee - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. T. J. Liggett - Currey L. Turner
Named Fund

Lorraine Lollis - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. John C. Long - Endowment Fund

Gertrude Lowe - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Henry G. Lowe - Endowment
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Lowrance - Endowment
Fund

Elaine Marie Lund - Endowment Fund

Evolyn C. Mains - Endowment Fund

C. Frank Mann - Helen S. and C. Frank Mann,
Jr. Named Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Walter G. Mason - Endowment
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Meril A. May - Endowment Fund

Lester G. McAllister - The Brown-McAllister
Fund

Mr. and Mrs.
Endowment Fund

Edward J. McMahon, II - Endowment Fund

Endowment

Stanley K. McDaniel -

David and Donna McWhirter - Endowment
Fund

Douglas J. Meister - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. James L. Merrell - Endowment
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. James T. Minyard - Endowment
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Morrison - Dr. and Mrs. L.
D. Anderson Named Fund

Louise Moseley - The Moseley Fund

Mrs. Katherine George Mulholland -
Endowment Fund
Dr. and Mrs. G. Bronson Netterville -

Endowment Fund
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Nolan - Endowment Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Nolan - Endowment
Fund

Shirley M. Norris - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Olbricht - Endowment
Fund

Dr. and Mrs. G. E. Olmsted - Endowment Fund

Philip E. Orr - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Osborn - Ralph C. Neill
Named Fund

Nancy Jane Oster - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Ottinger - Endowment
Fund

Dr. and Mrs. John Paul Pack - Endowment Fund

Norman L. Parks - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Orval D. Peterson - Endowment
Fund

Holly O. Phillips - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Read - Endowment
Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Norman Reed - Endowment Fund

Ray A. Reeder - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Jack V. Reeve - Endowment Fund

Jennie S. Renner - Jennie Steindorf Renner
Named Fund

Mr. and Mrs. R. Alvis Reynolds - Endowment
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Forrest L. Richeson - Endowment
Fund

The Rev. and Mrs.
Endowment Fund

Lucile P. Rizor - The Lucile Patterson Rizor
Family Named Fund

Charles E. Ross - Endowment Fund

Elizabeth Rowe - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Wade Rubick - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jones Russell - General
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Sandercox - Endowment
Fund

Mrs. Marian H. Savage - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Earl W. Scarbeary - Endowment
Fund

Betty Schweikert - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. James M. Seale - In Memory of
Charles A. Foster

Dr. and Mrs. James M. Seale - James M. and
Mary D. Seale Named Fund

Dr. Will A. Sessions, Jr. - Endowment Fund

Howard E. Short - The Howard E. Short Fund

The Rev. and Mrs. Jesse J. Simpson -
Endowment Fund

The Rev. and Mrs. Herbert Simpson - Willis R.
and Evelyn B. Jones Named Fund

Lester B. Rickman -
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Nancy E. Sloan - John R. and Nannie S. Sloan
Named Fund

Agnes Smith - Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. William Smith - Bebe Boswell
Named Fund

Mr. and Mrs. John O. Spencer - Claude Spencer
Fund

Doris Stratton - Endowment Fund

The Rev. and Mrs. Robert G. Sulanke -
Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Tallent - Endowment
Fund

Floyd and Bondie Thompson - Walter I. Dobbins
Named Fund

Mrs. Currey Turner - In Memory of Currey L.
Turner

United Christian Church, Charlotte Hall, MD -
United Christian Church Named Fund

Mr. and Mrs. W. Scott Wallace - Endowment
Fund

Mrs. Estill Warford - Endowment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Harold Watkins - Orra L. and

Florence M. Watkins Named Fund
Robert Weinischke - Endowment Fund
Jorge F. Wenzel - Endowment Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Frank L. Wiegand - Endowment

Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Hilbert G. Wilkes - Endowment

Fund
Hugh Williams - Endowment Fund
Mrs. Rachel B. Wolfe - Endowment Fund
Rose H. Wright - Endowment Fund

The Historical Society Dinner during the
General Assembly in Indianapolis, IN, will
be on SUNDAY EVENING, July 30, 1989 at
5:30 at the Convention Center. Tickets will
be $14.00 and may be purchased from the
Society until July 15, 1989. After that date
they may be purchased at the Assembly

Number of tickets desired

DCHS ASSEMBLY DINNER

ticket office. The speaker will be Dr. Ri-
chard Harrison and his theme will be "Was
Barton Really A Cornerstone?' Use this
order blank for ordering tickets prior to the
Assembly and mail to Disciples of Christ
Historical Society, 1101 - 19th Avenue,
South, Nashville, TN 37212.

. Enclosed is $14.00 per ticket.

Please send tickets to:

Address

City

State Zip
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DISCIPLES OF CHRIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Fall, 1989, Vol. 49, No. 3

THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY LAUNCHES
Endowment and Capital Campaign
Goal $1,000,000

Charged with preserving the past so that future generations of the church may
be informed, the Disciples of Christ Historical Society stands at the threshold of
its greatest service.

Entering the second half of its first century as the official library and archives
of the Campbell-Stone Movement, the Historical Society houses one of the most
significant collections of historical materials in North American Protestantism.

The trustees and staff are committed to increasing the Society’s service to the
church at large, local congregations, individuals, libraries and archival institu-
tions. By continuing to create, preserve and share historical materials the Society
helps insure that Heritage Enlightens the Future.
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EDITOR: James M. Seale
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DISCIPLIANA (USPS 995-060) is pub-
lished quarterly for $15 per year by the
Disciples of Christ Historical Society, 1101
Nineteenth Avenue, South, Nashville, Ten-

nessee. Second-class postage paid at
Nashville, TN.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
DISCIPLIANA, 1101-19th Avenue, South,
Nashville, TN 37212-2196.

The Disciples of Christ Historical Society
was established in 1941 “to maintain and
further interest in the religious heritage,
backgrounds, origins, development, and
general history of Disciples of Christ,
Christian Churches, Churches of Christ,
and related groups.”

Members of the Society receive DISCIPLI-
ANA quarterly, along with other benefits.
Annual membership categories are as fol-
lows: Sustaining — $50 to $249, Participat-
ing — $25 to $49, Regular — $15.00, Stu-
dent — §7.50, Canadian and Overseas —
$20.00. Single payment Life Memberships
are: Life — $250, Life Link — $500, Life Pa-
tron — $1,000.

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Officers of the Board of Trustees

CHAIRPERSON.............. Dale Wallis Brown
VICE-CHAIRPERSON .....Eva Jean Wrather
SECRETARY. .........cooovunnn. Evelyn Watkins
TREASURER........oooovoereeernnn, Wayne Bell

We Request Your Help!

The recent public announcement of a $1
million campaign by the Historical Soci-
ety’s trustees is a major step toward mov-
ing the Society into the future. Looking
ahead, seven areas have been identified for
improvement, enlargement and strength-
ening.

The major campaign objective is to in-
crease the endowment which in turn will
provide funds for: an active acquisition and
preservation program, historical work-
shops for those wishing to produce church
histories, creative historical writing by an
annual scholar-in-residence, and increased
staffing to serve a growing clientel. Other
funds will provide for additional parking
space, and at some future date, the pur-
chase of land for an addition to the Soci-
ety’s building.

During the advance gift phase of the
Campaign the Trustees and staff commit-
ted more than $215,000 in gifts and
pledges, while friends committed another
$125,000. Thus, approximately 35% of the
campaign goal has been subscribed.

In recent years the Society has achieved
its present level of strength and effective-
ness through the generous support of
many friends, congregations, and founda-
tions who have contributed to its develop-
ment efforts. This broad base of support
continues to be a source of gratitude to all
who value this repository and its priceless
collection of Stone-Campbell material and
memorabilia. It is this continuing support
that now propels us into this bold fundrais-
ing effort.

Members and friends of the Society will
be invited in coming months to make a
commitment to this campaign. These gifts
are most needed and will be greatly appre-
ciated. Donors to date have made and ful-
filled commitments through outright gifts
of cash, gifts of appreciated property, such
as securities and real estate, and gifts
which provide the donor with income for
life.

The campaign will conclude in 1991, as
the Society celebrates 50 years of service
to the church and to the larger community
of historical research and archival preser-
vation.

James M. Seale
President




The Disciples of Christ Historical Soci-
ety now has in it’s possession an original
ten page letter written by John Smith in re-
sponse to statements made by a Mr.
Samuel McKay. In this letter, he pinpoints
where he was given the nickname “Rac-
coon” and by whom. This particular letter
refers to correspondence between Smith,
J. S. Wilson, Dr. Nuckels, P. S. Fall, and J.
T. Johnson. The letter printed here is not
found in the Christian Messenger edited by
Barton W. Stone and J. T. Johnson, but the
correspondence referred to is found on
pages 360-374 of the Christian Messenger,
Volume VIII, No. 12, 1834.

This Smith letter was given to the His-
torical Society by Mrs. Ruth Green, Bloom-
field, Kentucky and was delivered to the
Society by her daughter Brenda Green of
Owensburg, Kentucky. We express deep
appreciation to both of these ladies for this
gift to the Historical Society.

Feb. 4, 1835, Mr. Samuel McKays fibber
corrector.

Mr. Samuel McKay,

Sir in the 12th No. of the Baptist Banner
and Journal of Health published by Dr.
James Wilson of Shelbyville [KY] I find a
lengthy article addressed to me with your
name signed to it in which the names of
several respectable teachers of the chris-
tian Religion are introduced with all the bit-
terness and sectarian envy which you are
capable of uttering. Finding many erro-
neous statements which you have made

A Letter From John Smith

with reference to myself together with oth-
ers what I have said and done it becomes
my duty to preserve the publick mind from
all the false impressions which your sple-
netick effusion was designed to make.

I am sorry that a difference in our reli-
gious sentiments should have given your
envy and malice (so completely the master
over your better judgement) as to induce
you to make such an unprovoked unrigh-
teous and malicious attack upon my char-
acter as you have done. You say so far as I
have gone in the detail of facts “I defy con-
tradiction from a respectable source”. I do
not know sir what you would call a re-
spectable source. Perhaps nothing is re-
spectable with you but that which prefers
the traditions of men to the system of

"Christianity in its apostolic form. Be this as

it may we will name a few things in which
you must be contradicted by every man ac-
quainted with the case who will tell the
truth. Here I will remark that I believe it is
universally admitted by the candid that a
fact so stated as to lead to false conslusions
is worse than lie because it is the perver-
sion of truth to the base purposes of false-
hood. Mr. McKay are you not conscious
that you have been guilty of this and also of
stating things which have no existence in
fact. Into these matters we will now inquire
and first in attempting to detail the conver-
sation which took place between you and
myself at your house in 1816 you say that I
told you this, “that the people of his neigh-
borhood had given him the name of Rac-
coon Smith.” This is a mistake the people
of my neighborhood nor of my County
ever did give me that name the circum-
stance from which that name took its rise
originated in the Crab Orchard, Lincoln
County, between old Jacob Creath and
John Davis a baptist preacher who lived in
that place, and I am sure that no man in
Wayne Cty had ever heard anything about
it at the time I visited your house in the
year 1816 and therefore I am certain that I
never did tell you or any other person that
the people of my neighborhood had given
me the name of Raccoon Smith. In the next
sentence of your communication which I
shall notice there is two most glaring er-
rors in it, they read as follows “I shall now
leave Mr. Smith for a while writing under
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the modification produced by being unable
to get Mr. Wilson to notice him and pro-
ceed to give a sketch of origin and
progress of this vaunted correspondence
as Mr. Smith has only published that part
which suited his own purpose.” Unable to
get Mr. Wilson to notice him did not Mr.
Wilson in his letter to Dr. Nuckles say I
wrote you a few lines agreeing to meet
John Smith in Bardstown etc., did not Mr.
Wilson answer the first letter which I
wrote to him, I am certain you knew all
this, and could any man have made a more
glaring departure from the truth than to
say that I was unable to get Mr. Wilson to
notice me. The next error in the same sen-
tence is quite as palpable as the one named
it is this, “Mr. Smith has only published
that part of the correspondence which
suited his own purpose” it cannot be un-
charitable to say that this is most palpably
false. I assert most palpably that I did pub-
lish every word and letter of the corre-
spondence between Mr. Wilson and my-
self. You again say that I suppressed the
closing letter of the correspondence etc.
This is substantially the same falsehood
told over again. You say again “but that
correspondence (alluding to that silly
thing which you wrote to me) handed me
in Bloomfield determined you to take the
correspondence to the messenger,” etc.
This is another mistake for I had said to
many before I left home and also after I ar-
rived at Bloomfield that I intended to have
the correspondence between Mr. Wilson
and myself published. This is known to
many. So that your communication had not
the smallest influence in determining my
course. The next sentence of your febrile
communication which I shall notice con-
tains ten lines, and at least ten fibs, look at
them, first “The foregoing communication
was recognized by yourself as a part of the
correspondence between Fall yourself and
Wilson.” This is one. 2. “You received as
from Mr. Wilson.” This is two. 3. Esteem-
ing as you then and there said duly autho-
rized by Mr. Wilson to make such commu-
nication. This makes three.

In our interview in the meeting house
on Sunday morning the 19 of October
1834, I told you that I had not determined
to read the correspondence between Mr.
Wilson and myself to the congregation on
that day unless my friends thought it most
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advisable, and that they had not as yet so
advised me. That if I should read the corre-
spondence I would also read the note re-
ceived from you. I do not pretend to recol-
lect every word that passed between us,
but I am sure that what I have stated is the
substance to the full.

Why should Mr. Wilson authorize you to
write to me that he was willing to meet
Creath Fall Johnson or Campbell. Why not
authorized you to tell them of it.

Again you have said in your publication
that I was unable to get Mr. Wilson to no-
tice me. Why then should he authorize
such a tool as you to do it on his part. Most
assuredly sir the legs of these are not
equal. Once more is it not notoriously
known that the last letter of the correspon-
dence between Mr. Wilson and myself was
written September 22 (near a month before
I visited Bloomfield) that this letter was
written to me unanswered and the corre-
spondence closed previous to my visit to
your county. How then Mr. McKay could
your letter form any part of a correspon-
dence which had terminated several weeks
before you wrote it. Truth and common
sense ought to blush at such an idea. In
the next paragraph you ask two questions
well calculated to make a false impression
upon any mind unacquainted with the cir-
cumstances. Your questions stand thus
“Did you not read all (mark the word all)
the correspondence between P. S. Fall, Dr.
Nuckes and John S. Wilson,” publicly to
some of your followers in Bloomfield the
Thursday that you arrived here and
pledged yourself to do so publicly on Sun-
day.

No I did not, 2. “Did you not do the same
in my counting room on Friday evening in
the presence of several persons among
whom were several of your Brethren.” No
sir I did not and you know it, for the follow-
ing reasons first because I have no follow-
ers in Bloomfield nor anywhere else, sec-
ondly because I never had in my
possession any letter from Fall to Wilson
or from Wilson to Fall neither did I ever
see a letter from Dr. Nuckles to Mr. Wilson
and therefore it was impossible for me to
read all the correspondence between Fall,
Wilson and Nuckles, seeing I never had it
in my possession during my life. There Mr.
McKay you must blush unless shame and
you have shook hands and parted.



But I did at the time which you name
read four letters one from Mr. Wilson to
Mr. Nuckles and three that passed be-
tween Mr. Wilson and myself, mine con-
taining a short note which Mr. Fall sent me
from one of Mr. Wilson letters to him. This
is all I ever had all I ever read and all this I
fairly published. And is this all the corre-
spondence between P. S. Fall, Dr. Nuckles
and L. S. Wilson. Let all who are acquainted
with this matter judge and then judge of
your regard for truth. Again you say “but
you strive through a page or two to make
Mr. Wilson an offender for not spelling one
(word) correctly. This is utterly untrue. In
my letters to Mr. Wilson I said not one
word about his spelling or grammar. In my
address to Mr. Johnson I did speak of him
as not being able to spell or write correctly,
etc. I also said that for this I did not blame
him, but for such men as Mr. Wilson or
myself to offer to debate questions with
Mr. Campbell which would have to be set-
tled by a resort to learned criticism mani-
fested a degree of arrogance altogether un-
pardonable. So I say yet but who can read
my address to Mr. Johnson without seeing
that I did not make Mr. Wilson an offend-
erfor not spelling correctly but for his van-
ity in proposing to meet Mr. Campbell. All
men with three grains of common sense
can see this, but Samuel McKay. You
charge me again as follows “you have vio-
lated my principle of honor by publishing
private letters etc.” This is another mis-
take, Mr. Wilson had given a public chal-
lenge. It was publicly known that I had ac-
cepted it and that a correspendence was in
progress, on the subject hundreds were
waiting with anxiety to hear the result. If as
you have said, I was unable to get Mr. Wil-
son to notice me how could I have pub-
lished his letters so what an absurdity is
this, your memory must have betrayed you
here. You ask again “was not your visit to
this place planned by others and they not
residents of this county?” No it was not,
and again “and was not the object of it to
destroy if possible, the reputation of Mr.
Wilson, etc.” No sir I have not an unkind
feeling toward Mr. Wilson nor did I feel the
smallest inclination to injure the reputation
of him or any other person. Mr. McKay
you ought to have learned before this time
that a christian is not like a bigoted Sectar-
ian in this particular. You then add “your

continual parade about your correspon-
dence, your Challenge, etc. and, in this one
line there are two more falsehoods. I did
not make a continual parade about the cor-
respondence. In the next place I never
gave any challenge and consequently had
none to parade about, and according to
your statement all this parade of which you
speak, was previous to my first letter to
Mr. Wilson of course. No correspondence
existing for me to read or talk about. But
still more reckless of truth (if possible)
than ever you say “you wrote to Mr. Wil-
son to know if he would not challenge you
as well as the rest of your brethren above
named.” What brethren did Mr. Wilson
name in his challenge?

Not one. But said that “he was willing to
meet any man holding the doctrine of the
reformation and who had the confidence of
the party.” Does not the people about
Bloomfield know this, why then did you
labor so hard to make a false impression
relative to Mr. Wilson’s challenge. When
did I write to Mr. Wilson to know if he
would challenge me? Never, where is it
written. No where in the universe can you
look any man in the face and say that you
did not know this be false when you made
it, surely not. You say “but should the Lord
in mercy withdraw the scale from your
eyes” but should the Lord in mercy refuse
to do it will it be my fault according to your
Hellenism?

Mr. McKay you go on to give us ten rea-
sons in (what you call) the trio correspon-
dence and I do assert that so far as relates
to myself there is not one word of them
true. What a specimen of Mr. McKay pu-
rity.

Ten glaring absurdities all in a lump
your first and second cases cannot allude
to me because I have not been in your
county for 18 years previous to the division
of Bloomfield church nor until about 5
months after the division. But from your
base insinuation those who are unac-
quainted with the case would suppose that
I had been there all the time. In every one
of the other eight cases which you say
“produced the correspondence” you speak
of matters (if they had been true) which
took place after the correspondence was
begun and ended. For example you speak
of me “publishing private letters what ...
before the correspondence commenced?
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surely not. My criticizing on such private
letters what ... before they were written? it
cannot be. My scurrility against Mr. Wil-
son.” Before we had any correspondence?
No indeed “the correspondence being pub-
lished in Mr. Stones Messenger” and did
this produce the correspondence utterly
impossible. If it had not been previously
produced, it could not have been pub-
lished.

Your remaining four courses are all of a
similar character with the example given.
Why could you not reconcile it to your feel-
ings to the truth for once and say that Mr.
Wilson’s public challenge in Bloomfield in
May last produced the correspondence
and not talk so foolishly about so many
things producing it which never exisited
(even if your own statements were true)
until after the cause produced was closed.
All your neighbors understand this, and
you cannot deceive them with regard to
the cause of the above named correspon-
dence. With regards to the five discourses
which I delivered in Bloomfield about 2
hours each you say “nearly all the time
making phantoms and fighting them.” I
cheerfully leave it with your neighbors
who heard me to judge of your regard for
truth in this statement. When I visit you,
Mr. McKay, I shall have no trouble of mak-
ing phantoms you will be sure to have as
many made ready to my hand as I shall be
willing to fight. I found this to be the case
when [ was there and no doubt but it will
be the case again. You frequently speak of
my “envy” my “defeat,” my “disappoint-
ment” my “chagrin etc. I have felt no envy
towards any man living. I have met with no
defeat, no disappointment and have not felt
the smallest degree of chagrin or anything
of the kind therefore all such insinuations
to say the least of them are unjust. In this
you remind me of what I have heard said
of a man under the strong influence of hy-
drophobia who imagined that every man
he saw was run mad but himself. Mr.
McKay does not your case strongly resem-
ble this. You charge me with bitterness un-
charitableness censoriousness malignity
envy and even idolatry (you idol A Camp-
bell) when I am certain that I have not
acted under the influence of any of these
passions, and you seem entirely ignorant
of having written one of the most little cen-
sorious and malignant pieces that I have
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ever seen from the pen of any man. You
have also said much more in the praise of
Mr. Wilson than I have said of Mr. Camp-
bell, and yet you never seem to think once
of calling him your idol, Mr. McKay if you
cannot see this other people can see it for
you. I said nothing of Mr. Campbell only
with reference to his talents and learning,
and this you have virtually admitted. You
have not quoted one sentence from what I
have written, or named one vindictive effu-
sion nor one world which was not strictly
true as proof of your charges against me
neither can you do it.

But I have named more than 20 palpable
departures from the truth which are to be
found in your communication in reference
to myself also several base insinuations.
Such as “wishing to destroy the reputation
of Mr. Wilson, etc.” But sir you need not
labor to make men of intelligence and can-
dor believe that I have tried to injure the
character of Mr. Wilson merely because I
rebuked his vanity in proposing to meet
Mr. Campbell in a public debate.

No, they will not believe it they know too
well the justness of my remarks on the
subject, the plain truth is this, your whole
parade of words your injust insinuations
and your erroneous statements about
anybody wishing to injure Mr. Wilson's
character was only intended to enlist the
sympathies of the uninformed in his favor
and so form a subterfuge for his abandon-
ment of his challenge.

You have also made use of the names of
Creath Fall Johnson and Carpenter in the
most invidious manners. And if you have
made only half as many misstatements in
what you have said of each of them as you
did in what you have said of me it will then
appear plainly that there are more than
sixty palpable errors in your communica-
tion.

As you say of yourself, “you have no
claims to learning,” but if there is one para-
graph or sentence in your whole communi-
cation which does not contain one or more
errors I do not know which one it is I do
not mean errors in relation to spelling or
grammar but in relation to truth and facts.

I had well nigh forgotten your paragraph
on removal from Wayne to Montgomery
County (in October 1817) which contains
three other gross mistakes first “the regu-
lar Baptist near Mr. Sterling brought him




out among the hills” none of them were
“regular Baptists they all rejected the
name, and do so yet. They did then and do
now, yet, call themselves United Baptists.”

In the next place you accuse me of “join-
ing the standard of A Campbell.” This is
not the fact. Since I gave up the sectarian
traditions of the Baptist system, I never
have joined the standard of A Campbell
nor any other man or set of men save the
man Christ and his Apostles. You then add
“to make proselytes to his reformed Chris-
tianity “Reform Christianity,” how silly.
There is no such thing in being as re-
formed Christianity that I know of Mr.
McKay. You mistake us altogether. You
manifest an entire ignorance of our senti-
ments and also of the object we have in
view.

We wish to reform men (not Christian-
ity) from all their human traditions sectari-
anism and all other wickedness to the sys-
tem of Christianity taught by Christ and
his apostles and set forth in the New Testa-
ment. When I removed from Wayne
County to Montgomery, you say “the Bap-
tists treated me with brotherly kindness,
etc.” This is true. “Truth.”

You then ask “how has he repaid them,”
Samuel let me answer this question I un-
derstand it better than you do, I have re-
paid them by preaching to them the apos-
tolic gospel in its purity by means of which
hundreds of them have been delivered
from the bondage of Baptist speculation
and sectarian traditions and are now rejoic-
ing in the liberty of primitive Christianity.
Also by means of this gospel many have-
been translated from the kingdom of dark-
ness into the kingdom of God’s dear Son.
So that I have immersed more than one
thousand believers in this county hun-
dreds of whom are their children relatives
and intimate friends. Is not this good pay
and if they are satisfied with it and rejoice
in it why should Mr. McKay grumble.

You have done yourself the honor to let
the world know that you had in times past
ministered to the necessities of Creath Fall
and myself when there was no necessity
for telling it. With regard to myself I can
say that I always have and hope I always
shall feel grateful to all my benefactors
even if they should boast a little about it.

However I hope to visit you again
shortly at Bloomfield and see if you will

treat me with the same kindness you ought
not to get worse as you grow older.

When I visited your town and county in
October last I found matters much more fa-
vorable than I had expected from report
and was therefore highly gratified with my
visit. I intended to visit you again in the
course of this year but seeing your address
I am more determined than ever to visit
your section of county as often as I can. Mr
McKay I can but think of you with mingled
sensation of pity and regret. To think that
you should fabricate such notions as that
of a “crusade against Mr. Wilson” your “de-
fense of an injured man” (having just spo-
ken of him as a man altogether beyond the
reach of injury, together with near 30 fabri-
cated errors which I have named and
many more which I have not named and
many of them so barefaced that it would
strain the character of the best saint that
ever lived, even to hope they were not will-
ful. And all this simply because I accepted
Mr. Wilson’s public challenge and when he
thought proper to decline I published the
correspondence between us. If I could be-
lieve a certain old Baptist notion which I
have heard I would say it is not you that do
it but sin (or sectarianism) that dwells in
you. Wishing you may be brought to re-
flection for all your errors and cease to
fight against the apostolic gospel I remain
your friend. — John Smith

Donald Henry Named Fund

In the life of Don Henry, three associa-
tions standout — Church, Scouting, Bank-
ing. For many years prior to his death, he
served as an elder of Beargrass Christian
Church in Louisville, Kentucky. He also
served as President of the Christian
Church Commission of Jefferson County
and played a large role in the establish-
ment of the Kentuckiana Disciples Area.
Don took an active part in the Boy Scouts
of America leading local committees and
serving on national boards. For his out-
standing work he received the Silver
Beaver and Silver Antelope Award. Mr.
Henry was a banker for thirty-six years
and his last position was as senior Vice-
President of the Federal Reserve Bank of
the St. Louise, and manager of the
Louisville branch. This Named Fund was
established by his wife, Mary Lou Henry.
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