Disciples of Christ Historical Society

Digital Commons @ Disciples History
Discipliana - Archival Issues

1990

Discipliana Vol-50-Nos-1-4-1990
James M. Seale

David I. McWhirter

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.discipleshistory.org/discipliana

b Part of the Christian Denominations and Sects Commons, History of Religion Commons, Religious

Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion Commons, and the United States History Commons



ther's tenets into the reality of a college.
They are critical figures who surely helped
shape the church and college we know
today.
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Society Named In The Will

of Ruth E. Seifert

Mrs. Seifert was a school teacher for
many years and an active member of First
Christian Church in Sedalia, Missouri. Her
gift was left to be added to the William
Madison and Mary Ann Greenwell Named
Fund which she had helped to establish a
number ofyears ago.

Society Named In The Will
Of Beulah Knecht
Miss Knecht was a resident of Shel-
byville, lllinois all her life. A devoted mem-
ber of the Shelbyville Christian Church,
her life's work was teaching school. She
was active in the local historical society.

GIFfS RECEIVED FROM
JANUARY-MARCH, 1990

Mrs. Cornelia 1 Bain-Endowment  Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Ben R Biddy-In  memory of
Mrs. John O. Spencer

The Rev.and Mrs. Samuel W. Bourne-In
honor of James M. and Mary Dudley
Seale

Mr. and Mrs. Dyre Campbell-Endowment
Fund

Mrs. Thelma L. Cartwright-Lin D.
Cartwright Named Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Chaplin-Endow-
mentFund

The Rev.and Mrs. Homer M. Cole--Gen-
eral Fund

Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Denhardt-Endowment
Fund

Dr. G. B. Dunning~uy Burton and Anna
Margaret Dunning Named Fund

Mary W. Edwards-Endowment  Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Lorenzo J. Evans-Louise B.
and Lorenzo J. Evans Named Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Douglas Foster-Endowment
Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Edwin S. Gleaves-Endow-

mentFund

E. L. Griffin-Luberta Beatrice  Griffin
Named Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Harold H. Horn-Endowment
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Hoshaw-Edward
M. and Laura C. Hoshaw Named Fund
Dr. and Mrs. Willis Jones-Lin D.
Cartwright Named Fund
Turner Kirkland-Endowment
Lorraine Lollis-Endowment

Fund
Fund



Mr. and Mrs. J. B. McCroskey—Endow-
ment Fund

Dan MacDonald—The MacDonald Fund

Mrs. Louise Moseley—Moseley Fund

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Nolan—Endowment
Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Olbricht—Endow-
ment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Osborn—Ronald E.
and Nola Neill Osborn Named Fund

Dr. and Mrs. John Paul Pack—Endowment
Fund

The Rev. and Mrs. C. Duke Payne—Endow-
ment Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Orval D. Peterson—Orval D.
and Iris Peterson Named Fund

Dr. Jennie S. Renner—Jennie Steindorf Ren-
ner Named Fund

The Rev. and Mrs. Lester Rickman—En-
dowment Fund

Beauford W. Robinson—Endowment Fund

Charles E. Ross—Endowment Fund

Elizabeth Rowe—Mabel Niedermeyer
McCaw Named Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Wade D. Rubick—Endowment
Fund

Dr. and Mrs. William S. Ryan—Endowment
Fund

Dr. and Mrs. James M. Seale—In memory
of Mrs. Robert Burns

Estate of Ruth G. Seifert—William M. and
Mary Ann Greenwell Memorial Fund

Dr. Howard E. Short—The Howard E.
Short Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Smith-Endowment
Fund

John O. Spencer—Claude E. Spencer
Named Fund

Teresa A. Spencer—Claude E. Spencer
Named Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Sam E. Stone—Endowment
Fund

Doris K. Stratton—Endowment Fund

Richard S. and Laura Hobgood—Swan-En-
dowment Fund

Lenix H. Swango—Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Thompson, Jr—Endow-
ment Fund

The Rev. and Mrs. Norwood B. Tye—En-
dowment Fund

Dr. John C. Updegraff—Endowment Fund

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Walker—Endow-
ment Fund

Mildred B. Watson—George H. Watson
Named Fund

Gregory K. Widner—Endowment Fund

STUDENT

Alexander O. Lian, Nashville, TN
Ruth E. Miskell, Fort Worth, TX
Martin Moore, Dallas, TX

Nora Shumake, Detroit, MI
Mark G. Smith, Nashville, TN

REGULAR

Emilie Ballard, Valley Forge, PA
Ann Blair Bond, Nashville, TN
Jackie Bunch, Columbus, OH

Scott K. Cox, Lexington, KY

Carol Hamlett, Nashville, TN
Albert P. Johnson, Decatur, IL

Prof. Byron Johnson, Memphis, TN
Rev. Michael Parish, Higginsville, MO
Dr. Walter Robinson, Pegram, TN
P. R. Secrest, Indianapolis, IN
Barbara W. Speed, New Castle, PA
Robert L. Spellman, Anna, IL

PARTICIPATING

Martha Howard, Milton-Freewater, OR

NEW MEMBERSHIPS AS OF MARCH 31, 1990

James Washington, Ph.D., New York, NY

Austin, TX

James S. Clifford, II, Birmingham, AL

Joe K. Bain, Decatur, AL
Dr. & Mrs. Marcus Bryant, Fort Worth, TX

SUSTAINING

INSTITUTIONAL
Institute for Christian Studies Library,

Louisville Bible College, Louisville, KY
Northwest Christian College, Eugene, OR

STUDENT TO REGULAR
Roger L. Duncan, Kansas City, MO

REGULAR TO PARTICIPATING

Rev. J. Howard Baxter, Clearwater, FL
Dr. Wayne Reinhardt, Lima, OH

Mrs. George Tate, Paris, KY

LIFE

Dr. L. Coleman Games, Louisville, KY
PARTICIPATING TO LIFE

Linda Parker, Nashville, TN

SUSTAINING TO LIFE
Gregory Widener, Irvine, KY
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PERSONAL PAPER COLLECTIONS ARRANGED
1985-1990

PP60 FIFE FAMILY (United States: Evan-
gelists) Personal papers, 1800, 1886-
1970. 2 1/2 feet in 4 storage boxes and 2
document containers.

PP61 HARRY RUPERT FORD (Missouri,
Illinois, Indiana, Pennsylvanian and
Texas: Minister) Personal papers. 1924-
1960’s. 2 1/2 inches in 1 document con-
tainer.

PP62 WILLIAM MENTZEL FORREST
(United States: minister, missionary and
educator) Personal papers. 1887-1954.
13 inches in 1 document container and 1
storage box.

PP63 ALONZO WILLARD FORTUNE
(Lexington, Kentucky: Minister and ed-
ucator) Personal papers. 1918-1950. 9
inches in 2 document containers.

PP64 ROBERT GRAHAM FRANK AND
EMMA J. FRANK (Kentucky, Pennsyl-
vania, Missouri and Texas: Minister and
spouse) Personal records. 1858-1966. 7
feet, 8 inches in 6 storage boxes and 3
document containers.

PP65 MAY FORENCE FRICK (Iowa, Cali-
fornia and India: Missionary) Personal
papers. 1872-1971. 4 feet, 7 inches in 5
storage boxes and 1 document con-
tainer.

PP66 ADELAIDE GAIL FROST (Min-
nesota: Missionary and author) Per-
sonal papers. 1910-1911. 2 1/2 inches in
1 document container.

PP67 JOHN ALLEN GANO (Kentucky:
Minister) Personal records. 1820-1887.
10 inches in 1 storage box.

PP68 WILLIAM MOORE HARDY AND
NINA MAUD HARDY (Kentucky, Tibet
and Tennessee: Missionaries and medi-
cal doctor) Personal papers. 1898-1960.
10 feet, 3 inches in 10 storage boxes.

PP69 BESS ROBBINS WHITE COCHRAN
AND EDWARD LOUIS COCHRAN
(United States: Writers 3 Personal
records. 1887-1986. 6 feet, 8 inches in 7
storage boxes.

PP70 JAMES HARVEY GARRISON (Mis-
souri and California: Minister and jour-
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nalist) Personal papers. 1863-1930. 21
inches in 1 storage box and 2 document
containers.

PP71 ROBERT MELVILLE GIDDEN (Ken-
tucky: Minister) Personal records. 1868
1896. 2 1/2 inches (5 folders) in 1 docu-
ment container.

PP72 JOHN RICHARD GOLDEN (United
States: Minister) Personal records. 20th
Century. 2 1/2 inches (folders) in 1 doc-
ument container.

PP73 WARREN GRAFTON (California,
Missouri and Michigan: Minister) Ser-
mon manuscripts. 1927-1960. 17 inches
(34 folders) in 1 storage box and 1 docu-
ment container.

PP74 CAMMIE GRAY (China and Califor-
nia: Missionary) Personal records. 1937-
1960. 4 inches (8 folders) in 1 document
container.

PP75 HAROLD D. GRIFFIN (United
States: Minister) Personal records. 2
1/2 inches (3 folders) in 1 document
container.

PP76 FERNANDO HOOKER GROOM
(Cleveland, Ohio; Detroit, Michigan and
Whittier, California: Minister) Personal
papers. 1933-1949. 2 inches (2 folders)
in 1 document container.

PP77 STANLEY ROBERTS GRUBB (Indi-
ana, Georgia and South Carolina: Minis-
ter) Sermon manuscripts. cal910-
cal920. 7 inches (17 folders) in 2
document containers.

PP78 JABEZ HALL (Ohio and Indiana:
Minister and educator) Personal
records. 1854-1948. 2 feet, 5 inches in 2
document containers.

PP79 HAZEL FLORENCE HARKER
(Indianapolis, Indiana and Japan: Mis-
sionary) Personal papers. 1923-1934. 4
inches (11 folders) in 1 document con-
tainer.

PP80 WILFRED PERYL HARMAN (United
States: Minister) Personal records. 1931-
1960. 19 inches in 1 storage box and 2
document containers.

PP81 NATHAN TILDEN HARMON (Ne-



braska: Minister and public official) Per-
sonal papers. 1896-1917. 7 inches (21
folders) in 2 document containers.

PP82 WILLIAM WEAVER HAYDEN (Ohio,
New York and Massachusetts: minister
and educator) Personal papers. 1856-
1862. 2 inches in 1 document container.

PP83 ALBERT ALPHEUS HONEYWELL
(Ohio and Indiana: minister and archi-
tect) Personal papers. ca 1900. 2 1/2
inches in 1 document container.

PP84 JOHN WRIGHT HOLSAPPLE (Ken-
tucky and Texas: Minister) Personal pa-
pers. 1884-1944. 5 inches in 1 document
container.

PP85 CORA BENEVA HARRIS (Macomb,
Illinois: business woman and church vol-
unteer) Personal records. 1890-1960. 5
feet, 6 inches in 4 storage boxes and 3
document containers.

PP86 AONIRAM JUDSON THOMSON
(Illinois, Kansas and Kentucky: minister
and educator) Personal papers. 1858-
1923. 2 feet, 3 inches in 2 storage boxes
and 1 document container.

PP87 ALINE AND ARNOLD ABRAMS
(Canton and St. Louis, Missouri: Lay
leader and minister) Personal records.
1915-1987. 7 feet, 6 inches in 6 storage
boxes.

PP88 LEWIS BENJAMIN HASKINS (Ken-
tucky and Texas: Minister) Personal pa-
pers. 1895-1953. 15 inches (23 folders) in
1 storage box.

PP89 ADA M. HAWLEY (Michigan and
Ohio: Minister) Personal records. 1917-
1963. 12 1/2 inches (15 folders) in 3
document containers.

PP90 CLARENCE OWEN HAWLEY (Indi-
anapolis, Indiana: Minister) Personal pa-
pers. 3 feet, 2 inches (31 folders) in 1
storage box and 10 document contain-
ers.

PP91 DAVID PATTERSON HENDERSON
(Missouri, Illinois and Kentucky: Minis-
ter and educator) Personal papers. 1804-
1896, 1912. 2 feet in 2 storage boxes.

PP92 CHARLES EUGENE HENRY (Ohio:
Public official) Personal papers. 1857-
1908. 27 folders in 1 storage box. 9
inches.

PP93 BUSHROD WASHINGTON HENRY
(Shelbyville, Illinois: Minister) Corre-
spondence. 1831-1851. 4 folders in 1 doc-
ument container. 1/2 inch.

PP94 FREDERICK AUGUSTUS HENRY
(Ohio: Lawyer) Personal papers. 1880-
1939. 93 folders in 3 storage boxes and
the flat file. 3 feet, 6 inches.

PP95 LOUISA ADAMS HENRY (Ohio: Lay-
woman) Personal papers. 1879-1935. 5
folders in 1 document container. 4
inches.

PP96 FREDERICK WILLIAM HENRY (U.
S.: Minister) Personal papers. 1893-1897,
1934-1936. 6 folders in 1 document con-
tainer. 5 inches.

PP97 ANDREW FITCH HENSEY (Congo:
Missionary) Personal papers. 1906-1951.
7 folders in 1 storage box ; 2 1/2 inches.

PP98 CHESTER PAUL HENSLEY (Iowa,
Missouri and Illinois: Minister and de-
nominational executive) Papers. 1940-
1956. 17 1/2 inches in 1 storage box and
1 document container. 37 folders.

PP99 MAE YOHO WARD (Indianapolis, In-
diana: Missionary and denominational
executive) Papers. 1900-1983. 1 foot, 9
inches in 2 storage boxes.

MABEL NIEDERMEYER
McCAW NAMED FUND

Mrs. McCaw was an author of children’s
books and church school curriculum for
the church in her earlier years. She was
married to the Reverend C. C. McCaw who
served the church as missionary, pastor
and administrator prior to his death. Her
talents are endless, from shingling a roof
or landing a walleye pike to writing poetry
or typing dissertations for doctoral stu-
dents. Today, as a resident of Ramsey
Memorial Home, she is an avid reader and
sports fan. Mrs. McCaw recently cele-
brated her 91st birthday by contributing a
cathedral window quilt and a host of other
items for the Home Bazaar. This Named
Fund is established by her long time friend
Elizabeth Rowe.
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HELP!

Arnold Toynbee has written: “History
never happens. It is brought about by the
free decisions of men as they decide
whether to be courageous or cowardly in the
face of tomorrow.” By the same token his-
tory is never recorded or preserved except
by deliberate choice.

The gathering of people at the Historical
Society this past Spring was an indication
some congregations and persons are con-
cerned about the celebration and preserva-
tion of their congregational history. Some
persons were excited, almost overwhelmed,
by the amount of historical material they
found on a particular congregation. Others
opened almost empty folders to discover
very little material of interest was preserved
on their congregation. The blessing or fault
lies in the fact that someone in a given con-
gregation either did or did not deliberately
take the time to place material about the
congregation with the Society.

This is where you can be a big help!
Please check to see if historical material
from your congregation is coming to the
Society on a regular basis. Make copies of
old material and send either the originals
or the copies to the Society. See that the
church secretary is saving copies of news-
letters and bulletins for the year and send-
ing them to the Society annually.

Let us know if you need help or guidance.
Also, if you know of someone who has
books related to the Campbell-Stone Move-
ment history or present day activities that
they want to give away please have them
send the books to the Society. We need
them for our own library or for libraries in
our colleges, universities and seminaries.

Please be concerned in an active way for
the preservation of the historical material
of your congregation. It will enable the peo-
ple of the next century to determine the
pathway the church has followed across the
years.

James M. Seale

President
Editor’s Note: Bethany College is celebrating its Sesqui-
centennial this year. This article and two previous ones
about the Campbell daughters who married William
K. Pendleton and the article about the granddaugh-
ter, Alexandria Campbellina Pendleton are small vig-

nettes of the rich and meaningful history which belongs
to Bethany College.



FATHER AND SON —
STRONG BUILDERS
AT BETHANY COLLEGE

by Forrest H. Kirkpatrick*

Dr. and Mrs. T. E. Crmblet

Bethany College is currently celebrating
its sesquicentennial and in the process
alumni and college officers are reviewing
significant periods of time in the history of
the college. The name Cramblet stands out
as most important in the current century
because it belonged to two presidents,
Thomas E. and Wilbur H., whose combined
years of service to the college covered a
third of its history.

In 1902 Thomas Elsworth Cramblet
became president of the college after a dis-
tinguished pastorate in one of the large
churches in Pittsburgh, PA. He served until
his death in 1919. During his tenure a son,
Wilbur Haverfield Cramblet, joined the
faculty as professor of mathematics. In 1934
he became president of the college and he
served until 1952.

During the T.E. Cramblet years (1902-
1919) the college made significant advances
in physical facilities and resources. Cochran
Hall, Oglebay Hall, and Irvin Gymnasium
(now the Johnson Visual Arts Center) were
new and important buildings. The college
heating plant and a number of faculty
homes were built, the Carnegie Library
(now Cramblet Hall) was built, the campus
was designed in its present form, and the
college farm, linked with the teaching of
agriculture, was acquired and developed.
Modern laboratories in physics, chemistry,
biology and agriculture were established.

The little town of Bethany was linked to
the outside world by way of new roadways
and trolley cars. Electric power, telephone
service, and a modern water plant came as
the result of a small corporation known as
the Bethany Improvement Association con-
ceived and developed by President Cram-
blet. Also during this period a new church
(Bethany Memorial Church) was built and
it became a training center for ministerial
students.

Several specific faculty chairs were
endowed, the overall endowment of the col-
lege was strengthened, and accumulated
debts were paid off. The endowed faculty
chairs were Sarah B. Cochran (Philosophy),
George T. Oliver (History), R. A. Long
(Mathematics) and T. W. Phillips (Old
Testament).

T. E. Cramblet years will always be recog-
nized as the time when the college became
a viable and sound institution with equip-
ment, facilities, and faculty adequate to
push forward. After some very dismal years
because of financial problems this was the
“turn around era”. All talk of closing the col-
lege or curtailing its influence and purpose
ceased. The dark years of the 1890’s were
over and planning now turned toward the
future. Much attention was given to increas-
ing enrollment and lifting academic
standards.

After Cramblet’s death, Cloyd Goodnight
(1919-1932) became president and one of his
strong faculty members and supporters was
W. H. Cramblet, then professor of mathe-
matics and treasurer of the college. Good-
night was responsible for giving the college
top level academic respectability and a new
place in the state and national scene. He led
the college toward full accreditation, a
strong faculty development program, and
the beginning of a substantial permanent
endowment. A new Phillips Hall as a
superior residence hall for women, the
rebuilding of Commencement Hall, the
modernization of Cochran Hall, and opening
up the Parkinson Woods and building a
Nature Trail were some of the accomplish-
ments of the Goodnight years.

Wilbur Haverfield Cramblet became
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president after the one year tenure of
Joseph A. Serena (1933-1934) and he
provided strong and effective leadership
that helped the college survive and prosper
during some of the most difficult years in
the history of the country. He was president
during the years of the Great Depression
(1934-38), the uncertain years of World War
II (1941-45), and the post war years
(1946-52). The years just before World War
IT also put strains in our whole society as
America served as the so-called “arsenal of
democracy”

W. H. Cramblet was an unpretentious
man but highly respected as a scholar and
academician. He had graduated from
Bethany in 1910 and then went to Yale for
his Ph.D. During his years as president
(1934-1952), the college enjoyed a steady
enrollment, a growing endowment, and a
lively academic community life. Strong
departments especially in English, Foreign
Languages, Psychology, History, Eco-
nomics, the sciences and Religious Studies
were developed. Laboratories for language
instruction, experimental psychology and
journalism were established.

During these years the Alumni Field
House and Bethany House as a dining and
student center was built, the Point Breeze
estate with considerable coal resources was
purchased, several new faculty residences
were built, the E. M. Rine athletic fields
were developed, and a beautiful outdoor
chapel was created and dedicated. Library
resources and services were greatly
expanded and radio broadcast facilities
were licensed and put in operation for the
Department of Journalism.

During the immediate years after World
War II army surplus buildings were brought
on campus as temporary residence units to
take care of the extra large number of stu-
dents and then these were later taken down.
Plans were developed for a new library
building and media center that, after his
retirement, finally became the T. W. Phil-
lips Memorial Library.

The over-all curriculum in the Cramblet
years was set up so that courses would be
classed as lower division or upper division.
Students were expected to complete general
education requirements in the lower divi-
sion and then move on to advanced courses
where there was much emphasis on
independent study and major academic
work pointed toward specific educational or
career objectives. The capstone was the
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senior comprehensive examination plus a
library or laboratory centered senior
project.

Student personnel administration with a
complete program for educational and
career guidance plus job placement was
given much attention. Seminar leaders and
professionals from business, the various
professions, the humanities and the arts
were scheduled on campus each year. Apti-
tude tests, vocational interest scales,
achievement tests, and anecdotal records
were state of the art tools used in the coun-
seling program. Much attention was given
to off-campus internships and field work.

The Centennial of the college was
celebrated in 1940-1941 with four important
events in which scores of alumni from
across the country participated. Speakers
who came for special parts in the program
included the President of Phi Beta Kappa,
the President of the Federal Council of
Churches, the President of the American
Youth Commission, and several top level
church and industry leaders. During that
year Rev. Dr. Burris A. Jenkins of Kansas
City gave the commencement address,
President Cramblet delivered the centennial
baccalaureate sermon, and Dean Forrest H.
Kirkpatrick gave the Charter Day
sermon—all three representing distin-
guished alumni.

During the Centennial year the Centena-
stone was erected and a time capsule
planted on the campus by the Alumni
Association. That project was pretty much
the work of George C. Hetler, who was the
Alumni Director, Donald L. Boyd of Hun-
tington, WV, who was president of the
Alumni Association, and Professor Irvin T,
Green of the Department of Religious
Studies.

Cramblet resigned in May 1952 to start
a new career as President of the Christian
Board of Publications in Saint Louis, MO.
He spent his final retirement years back in
the town and in the shadow of the college
he and his father had served with great dis-
tinction. The two Cramblets—father and
son—are buried not far apart in the Camp-
bell Cemetery.

Perry E. Gresham, a highly regarded
clergyman from Detroit, followed W. H.
Cramblet, and he served for nineteen years.

*Forrest H. Kirkpatrick is Dean and Professor Emeri-
tus of Bethany College, Bethany, West Virginia. He
lives in Wheeling, West Virginia.




Evangelism n the
Restoration Tradition

by Herb Miller

The road map by which I want to address
this topic has three parts:
e Where have we been?
e Where are we now?
e Where are we headed?

Where Have We Been?

During the first one hundred years, evan-
gelism in the Restoration tradition had
seven prominent characteristics.

First, evangelism in the Restora-
tion tradition was a high priority
among the leaders. If you flip through
the pages of Alexander Campbell’'s Millen-
nial Harbinger, you find that the prominent
leaders were always evangelizing. Here are
some examples from the hundreds of simi-
lar pieces of correspondence quoted in these
pages.

In 1844, T.M. Allen writes to report 13
additions from a Calhoun, Missouri, pro-
tracted meeting . . . “one from the Baptists,
two from the Methodists, and three from
the Presbyterians ... the rest from the
world” In 1855, W.B. Goodrich writes to
report “44 additions by immersion during
a 16 day meeting in Hiram, Ohio”; that same
year Isaac Errett writes to report “7 addi-
tions in a Mt. Vernon, Ohio, meeting” In
1860, we find Campbell himself reporting
that he had conducted three meetings of a

few days each, with 28 added “to the army
of the faithful, and that in the midst of the
most unrelenting opposition from the sects”
In 1870, Knowles Shaw, composer of
“Bringing in the Sheaves”, writes to report
“60 additions from a four week protracted
meeting among all the churches in Louis-
ville, Kentucky”

In 1855, we find a brief notice in the
Millennial Harbinger entitled “Evangelists
Wanted”. It reads, “Several evangelists are
called for in our letter recently received.
Graduates of good standing are solicited
who can obtain recommendations from the
Faculty of Bethany College. Will those, or
any others with good testimonies, not
profitably employed, address us on the sub-
ject” Signed: Alexander Campbell.

A friend of mine who is somewhat of a
Christian church historian says, “Any casual
perusal of the basic historical sources of our
Christian Churches such as the Christian
Messenger, Christian Baptist, and especially
the Millennial Harbinger, will reveal an
obsessive preoccupation with baptisms and
conversions.

Secondly, evangelism in the Resto-
ration tradition was Christological
rather than institutional. Asking peo-
ple to believe in institutions can be very divi-
sive, especially if many people have already
lost confidence in those institutions. Ask-
ing people to believe in Christ is unifying.
Campbell unified a divided American reli-
gious frontier by asking people to believe
in something on which they already agreed.

Thirdly, evangelism in the Resto-
ration tradition was biblical. While
Campbell and most of the early leaders had
good educational backgrounds, their writ-
ing and preaching was not rooted in
philosophy, psychology, sociology or
ecclesiology, but in theology—theology
drawn from their understanding of the plain
words of Scripture. The two great ideolog-
ical focal points of the movement—the call
for the unity of all Christians and the call
for a restoration of the ancient order of
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Christianity —were both calls for a return to
the authority of the Bible in matters of faith
and practice. While these leaders were
always willing to say, “Come, let us reason
together,” they were likely to conclude any
discussion with, “This is what the Bible
says. Here I stand. I can do no other. And
I'am sure that all rational people will even-
tually join me”

Fourthly, evangelism in the Resto-
ration tradition was rational. In con-
trast to the Roman Catholics, who focused
on helping people connect with God
through the traditions and rituals of the
church handed down through the centuries,
and in contrast to many of the Protestants,
who focused on helping people connect with
God through an emotion, “feeling-level”
state of mind, Campbell focused on helping
people find God through a common-sense
encounter of the mind with the words of the
New Testament. For Campbell, one did not
park one’s mind at the door either when
going into or out of the church. Walter
Scott’s well known five finger exercise was
biblical, but it was also rational. It made
sense, and because it made sense, the
general public responded to it in large
numbers.

Fifthly, evangelism in the Restora-
tion tradition was a movement led by
lay persons. All mass movements, be
they political or religious, may be launched
by professionals, but if they lack involve-
ment of the laity, they seldom go far or last
long. While the initial method of com-
municating the message was the traveling
evangelist, that message was nurtured and
furthered in the new churches by strong lay
leadership. In the beginning, virtually all
the local preachers and elders were lay
persons.

Campbell and Stone, who had solid aca-
demic backgrounds, also had the good
sense to package their biblical and rational
ideas in easy-to-understand terms that could
be readily repeated to others in brief slogans
and phrases: “No book but the Bible; no
creed but Christ” “Where the Bible speaks,
we speak; where the Bible is silent, we are
silent”

If you use a common-sense approach
rather than an academic approach . . . if you
use a biblical approach rather than a mys-
tical approach dependent on special . ..

38

knowledge . .. if you use a lay approach
where everyone can participate as equals
rather than a professional approach where
years of specialized training is involved . . .
you have the makings of a mass movement.
Campbell used all three—common sense,
biblical, and lay led. The result was an
explosion of growth in the new churches.

Sixthly, evangelism in the Restora-
tion tradition was rooted in the con-
gregation. During the first 100 years
between 1809 and 1909, the movement
Campbell launched averaged the starting of
more than 100 new churches each year.
This did not happen because of well-
organized conferences and state organiza-
tions. Those would develop later. In fact, in
America at least, the evidence indicates that
the better organized we got as states, the
less rapidly we grew. In the US, we were
proud to start 118 churches during this
present decade. Campbell started that many
churches every year of his ministry. Why?
Because Campbell focused on the power of
the message and the conviction of leaders
in the congregations to carry it to others by
using the protracted meeting method and
by starting new churches.

Seventhly, evangelism in the
Restoration tradition was culturally
appropriate for the times. The ideolog-
ical package in which the public is able to
receive the Christian message is different
in different generations and centuries. That
observation is, of course, not new. It was
made by Erasmus, Martin Luther’s teacher,
at the beginning of the sixteenth century.
And yet, how frequently leaders of religious
institutions either fail to see it or soon for-
get it. This, of course, is why the great ser-
mons with which the great preachers moved
the masses to Christ in one generation may
make little sense when read by preachers
in the next generation.

The American frontier young adults of
the early 1800s were ready to hear the
Christian message in a rational, Biblical
package relatively free from European
church traditions, free from the extremes
of emotionalism, free from the authority of
European ecclesiastical leaders who viewed
the colonial churches as immature children
to be supervised, free from the stultifying
influences of clergy looking down their
noses from a superior educational position.
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The American frontier young adult in those
pre-television, pre-Australian Rules football
days, was open to hearing this rational, bib-
lical Christian message in the ideologically
free setting of the protracted meeting. In a
society where the town meeting was the
accepted way to communicate ideas, discuss
them and get things decided, the protracted
meeting was a logical way to receive new
religious insights.

In summary, young adults of the Ameri-
can frontier in the early 1800s were ready
to hear the Christian message in their kind
of package from this kind of messenger
using this kind of method.

As the Restoration tradition moved into the
second 100 years, we can divide it into three
parts, or chapters—the thirty years from
1909 to 1939, the twenty years from 1939
to 1959 and the thirty years we are now
completing between 1959 and 1989. Dur-
ing each of these three chapters major
changes came about in Restoration tradition
evangelism through a constantly changing
kaleidoscope containing four different
elements—the message, the messenger,
the method, and the cultural context.

First, let’s see how these four looked in
1909-1939.

The message —the “plea” still worked.

The messenger —evangelism was still a
high priority among pastors and those who
educated pastors.

The method —the revival replaced the
protracted meeting, but it still worked.

The cultural context—low mobility of
population, high birth rate and high
denominational loyalty.

Now, let’s see what happened to these
four elements from 1939 to 1959.

The message—the ecumenical move-
ment message, a desire for unity and peace
among people tired of war, a blurring of the
denominational lines and identities and a
desire for respectability and acceptance by
the leaders of other denominations caused
the original “plea” to seem obsolete.

The messenger—more academically
oriented ministerial education, a loss of con-
fidence in our biblical roots through the con-
fusion created by higher criticism in
theological education and the gradual sub-
stitution of a focus on psychology for the
focus on theology began to disconnect the
messenger from the biblical message.

The method —the baby boom gave us

a false security and made us assume that
evangelism takes care of itself. The big
thing we had to do in evangelism was to
build buildings to house the results of our
biological evangelism efforts of the post-war
years. With the exception of “visitation
evangelism”, which owed much of its suc-
cess to the post-war desire for a return to
religious roots, we put all of our evangelis-
tic minds in neutral for several years and
coasted.

The cultural context—it was the best of
all times and the worst of all times for evan-
gelism. The best because everything came
easily; the worst because we were becom-
ing theologically soft in the head and would
not be prepared for what the next chapter
of history would throw at us.

Now, let’s see what happened to these
four elements from 1959 to 1989.

The message —the evangelism thrust of
the Christian message was totally lost in
mainline churches. The search for spiritual
unity around the Bible was replaced by the
search for ecclesiastical unity around
denominational mergers and attempts to
recover denominational vitality through
reorganizations of the departments on the
wall charts.

The messenger—ministers of the
Gospel began to see themselves as coun-
selors and community action leaders. The
four classic functions of the church through
the centuries—kerygma (evangelism),
didache (teaching), koinonia (fellowship), and
dioconea (service) were abbreviated to two—
fellowship and service. Ministers became
pastoral directors of institutions that
focused on providing pleasant fellowship for
people who were encouraged to love one
another and give themselves in unselfish
service to people in their community and
world.

The method—the sales model of the
1950s was replaced with the counseling and
social action models of the 1960s, which
were replaced by the preserve model of the
1970s. A few growing congregations in
mainline denominations have found the
friendship model. But for the most part
Restoration tradition church leaders are still
using methods that were supposed to work
in the 1960s but actually didn't.

The cultural context—the three factors
that had worked for us earlier in the cen-
tury began to work against us. Low popu-
lation mobility changed to high mobility.
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