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DISCIPLES OF CHRIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Spring, 1992, Vol. 52, No. 1

FORREST H. KIRKPATRICK
LECTURESHIP INAUGURATED

Through the generosity of Forrest H. Kirkpatrick
of Wheeling, West Virginia, an endowment for a lectureship
and research fund has been established with the Disciples of
Christ Historical Society. The lectureship, to be given annu-
ally, will highlight some interesting phase of Campbell-
Stone Movement history. The site of the lectureship will be
determined annually.

Dr. Kirkpatrick is a graduate of Bethany College and
also studied at Columbia University, University of Dijon
and the University of London. He has taught at Bethany
College, New York University, University of Pittsburgh and
Columbia University. Because of the strong ties Dr.
Kirkpatrick has to the Bethany community the first lecture
is being held there.

TWO VILLAGES: A BRIEF HISTORY OF
ONE BETHANIAN’S MINISTRY OF HOPE

An essential part of Alexander Campbell’s vision for
education was that it produce persons who make a practical
moral impact on their communities. In the first Forrest H.
Kirkpatrick Lecture, Peter M. Morgan presents a brief
historical sketch of how Campbell’s vision was realized in
the ministry of Ray G. Manley. Manley, a graduate of
Bethany college forty-one years after Campbell’s death,
went from being molded by the Village of Bethany to a
ministry among immigrants in and around the Village of
Republic, Pennsylvania.

The lecture will be delivered in the Academic Parlors of
0Old Main on the campus of Bethany College, Bethany, West
Virginia, Thursday, March 5, 1992 at 2:30 p.m. The lecture
is open to the public at no charge. For more information on
the lecture please contact Jerry Fuqua, Bethany College,
Bethany, West Virginia 26032, (304)829-7724 or James
Seale at the Historical Society.
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The party is over but the remem-
brances linger! The mirth and laughter,
the fond memories, the lasting impres-
sions stand out. It is now history! The
Disciples of Christ Historical Society
movesinto year 51 and into its second half
century of serving the church, individuals,
and institutions of higher education.

The 50th anniversary began with a
gala dinner in Nashville with several
important persons from its history in
attendance. Alecturegiven at Cane Ridge
as a part of the Society’s 50th birthday
and Cane Ridge’s 200th birthday will
soon be published in a book on Stone and
Cane Ridge. Tulsa was the site of adinner
which drew people from every part of
Canada and the United States. Dr. Wil-
liam Tucker rang the bell in golden fash-
ion as he spoke of the Historical Society.
Finally, two lectures climaxed the 50th
anniversary celebration. The Reed Lec-
tures given at Nashville will be pub-
lished, probably in the expanded issue of
Discipliana in 1993. In the midst of the
celebration, Forward From The Past, the
50 year history of the Society was pub-
lished.

As the song said, “It was a good year
...”Yet, asany good celebration ofhistory
is, it was but a stepping stone to the
future. Now as we look at year LI (51),
1992, it will no doubt be the best year the
Society has had for publications. Already
on the drawing board are a Footnotes to
History and two historical books.

However, service to the church and
its people will take precedent, as always,
in the ministry of the Society. In 1991 the
Society served 1350 individuals, 462 con-
gregations, and 180 institutions located
in 45 states, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, Canada and six additional
countries. In addition many more people
came for tours of the Society building, for
browsing in the reading room, and for
regular study in the carrels of the Tho-
mas W. Phillips Memorial. The year 1992
is off to a good beginning, we hope you
will be one whom we serve this year.

James M. Seale
President



ZERELDA WALLACE:
Temperance Activist
by Debra B. Hull*

This is the story of a Christian
woman called late in life to bring her
deeply-held faith to bear on the social
evils of her time. Were she a man, her
name might have lived in history as a
political or church leader. Instead, she
saw neither of the causes she worked so
hard to bring about, come to fruition
during her lifetime.

Zerelda Gray Sanders was born on
August 6, 1817, in Millersburg, Ken-
tucky, the first of five daughters born to
John H. Sanders and Polly C. Gray
Sanders. Although her formal educa-
tion seems limited to us, it was the best
available to girlslivingin the Blue Grass
region of Kentucky at that time. After a
year in a local grammar school Zerelda
entered a boarding school in Versailles,
Kentucky, where she studied science,
history, mythology and composition. This
experience was interrupted after two
years when her father moved the family
to Indianapolis where he established a
large medical practice.

As was true of many young women
of her time, study of the Bible supple-
mented her formal education. By the
time Zerelda was 12, she had memorized
the Bible as far as the book of Chronicles.
At 14, she was baptized as a charter
member of the Indianapolis (later
Central) Christian Church.

From assistingherfatherinhismedi-
cal practice and spending long hours dis-
cussing the issues of the day with him,
Zerelda became knowledgeable in medi-
cine, hygiene and mental philosophy.
Because of her varied and intellectual
interests, she met many prominent men,
among them the lieutenant governor of
Indiana, David Wallace. On December 26,
1836, when she was 19 and he 37, Zerelda
and David, a widower with three sons,
were married.

Six children were born to this union,
three of whom survived childhood. David,
an ardent Whig, was elected governor of
Indiana during the next year, United

States Representative in 1841, and later
a Common Court judge. During her
marriage, Zerelda devoted herselfto her
domestic and social duties. She traveled
with her husband to Washington, D.C.,
read widely in law, politics, and litera-
ture, and advised her husband on impor-
tant votes, in particular, urging him to
vote against the Fugitive Slave Law.

Zerelda Wallace

Zerelda’s friend and admirer,
Frances Willard, a prominent nineteenth
century reformer and president of the
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union,
described David and Zerelda’s life
together:

. . . how delightful were their
evenings at home, when the babies
were put to bed, and she sat with
her foot on the rocker of the cradle
and listened to Mr. Wallace as he
read the latest political speech or
newest book, which they discussed
with the zest of professional critics.
Everything Governor Wallace
wrote, speech, essay, or argument,
was submitted to her for criticism
or approval (1).

Mrs. Wallace was remembered by
her children for her kindness, gentle
discipline and genuine interest in them.
She loved her stepsons as her own, read-
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ing law with them as they grew, and
becoming “better educated in the science
of jurisprudence than any woman not a
professional lawyer (2), according to
Willard. Her stepson, General Lewis
Wallace, author of Ben Hur, asked his
mother for her opinion of his book. She
is reported to have said:

“O, my son, it is a non-such of a
story; but how did you ever invent
that magnificent character, the
Mother?”

“Why, youdear simple heart,” he
answered, with a kiss; “how could
you fail to know that the original of
that picture is your own blessed self
3?7

In 1857, David Wallace died, leaving
his family only their homes as inherit-
ance. Rather than accept the financial
assistance offered by her family, Mrs.
Wallace took boarders into her home
and completed the rearing of her family
alone. Fortunately, a subsequent rise in
property values eventually gave her a
secure income.

While Mrs. Wallace was occupied
at home, life was changing dramatically
around her. During the Civil War while
large numbers of men were away from
home fighting, women were called on to
take a larger role in public life. Middle-
class urban women volunteered in hos-
pitals and relief agencies, many times
assuming leadership positions vacated
by men, and established women’s clubs
and organizations for the purpose of social
reform and the education of women.
Among these were women’s missionary
societies in local churches and such na-
tional organizations as the American
Red Cross and the YWCA. As a result of
their experiences, many women gained a
new-foundsense ofindependence and self-
esteem, and learned important organiza-
tional and management skills.

Inrural areas, protests against alco-
hol were the focus of reform activities.
Women temperance leaderssaw the abuse
of alcohol with the resulting violence
toward women and children, political
corruption, and public embarrassment,
as an assault on the family. In defining
the role of the Woman’s Christian Temper-
ance Union, Frances Willard said:

4

Were I to define in a sentence,
the thought and purpose of the
Woman’s Christian Temperance
Union, I would reply: It is to make
the whole world HOMELIKE.
[Woman] came into college and
humanized it, into literature and
hallowed it, into the business world
and enabled it. She will come into
government and purify it, into poli-
tics and cleanse it . . . for woman
will make home-like every place
she enters, and she will enter every
place on this round world (4).

Mrs. Wallace, although politically
sophisticated and knowledgeable, showed
little interest in social action until 1874.
At this time the temperance question
was being discussed in Mrs. Wallace’s
church. For several weeks, she herself
declined to take the fermented commun-
ion wine when the cup was passed to her.

[One Sunday] after the wine had
been passed to the congregation,
Mrs. Wallace rose in her seat and
gave her reasons for declining the
wine in a speech that was the death
knell to the use of spirituous liquor
in churches. A meeting of the
church’s official board, of which Mrs.
Wallace was a member, was called
at once. The energetic woman
renewed her warfare on spirits
with a vigor that carried every-
thing before it, and she won the
day. . . . The proscription spread
until every church in the United
States discarded fermented wines
(5).

Soon Mrs. Wallace felt a call to join
the wider crusade for temperance and
was persuaded by her friends, who rec-
ognized her oratorical skills, to speak
out. In 1874, she along with representa-
tives from 16 other states, attended the
organizational meeting of the National
WCTU. After that meeting she organized
the Indiana WCTU and served as its first
president.

Mrs. Wallace became a popular
temperance lecturer, speaking in
such diverse places as Boston, St. Louis,
Detroit, Washington, D. C., and Philadel-
phia. Inherlectures, Mrs. Wallace relied




on the spirit to lead her, oftentimes lec-
turing for up to two hours without notes.
In recognition of her inspirational gifts,
Mrs. Wallace was asked to speak against
the repeal of the Baxter temperance law
before the Indiana legislature. Prior to
this time, Mrs. Wallace believed that to
persuade men of a certain course of ac-
tion, it was only necessary to present a
logical, just argument. Her experience
in the legislature proved otherwise, de-
spite the fact that she was carrying a
petition with the signatures of 10,000
women.

For the first time in her life, she
says, she was made to feel ashamed
of being a woman. As soon as she
entered . . . nudges, leers, and even
winks, went significantly around
the membership. Most of them could
scarcely conceal their contempt for
women in general, and temperance
women in particular (6).

After she spoke, a Presbyterian elder,
Senator Thompson, perhaps recognizing
the power of her argument, rose to ad-
vise his colleagues that their obligation
was not to vote their own conviction, but
to represent their constituency. And
Mrs. Wallace responded:

Instantly, there flashed into my
mind the question: ‘Why am I not
one of this constituency? You are
against our cause [she told the sena-
tor], but I am still grateful to you,
because you have made me a
woman-suffragist. Youhave proved
to me how trifling a cipher an
unfranchised person is in the eyes
of a Legislature (7).

From that point on, Mrs. Wallace
devoted her life to working for suffrage,
and urged her temperance sisters to join
her. With May Wright Sewall, Mrs.
Wallace organized the Indianapolis Equal
Suffrage League, the state’s leading suf-
frage organization, affiliated with the
National Woman’s Suffrage Association
led by Susan B. Anthony. From 1883 to
1888, Mrs. Wallace was head of the Suf-
frage Department of the national WCTU,
viewing suffrage as, “the most potent
means for all moral and social reforms
(8).”

At the National WCTU meeting in
Columbusin October, 1875, Mrs. Wallace,
standingalone, proposed the first resolu-
tion asking that women be allowed to
vote on the temperance issue. Her reso-
lution was adopted almost unanimously
by the assembly.

Resolved, Finally that whereas
women are the greatest sufferers
from the liquor traffic, and realizing
that it is to be ultimately suppressed
by means of the ballot, we, the
Christian women of the land, in
Convention assembled, do pray
Almightly Godand all true and good
men that this question of the prohi-
bition of the liquor traffic may be
submitted to all the adult citizens of
this country, irrespective of sex;
not as a means of enlarging our
rights norof antagonizing the sexes,
but as a means of protecting our-
selves, our children and our homes
from the ravages of the rum power
9.

Mrs. Wallace was a reluctant activ-
ist. Ultimately she was compelled by the
teachings of the Lord she knew so well.
In speaking of her work, Mrs. Wallace
said: “ .. in this sacred cause I have lost
sight of all personal considerations (10).”

Mrs. Wallace died of a bronchial
ailment on March 19, 1901, at the age of
83 at her daughter’s home. Her funeral
services were held at Central Christian
Church where she was the last surviving
charter member. Mrs. Wallace’s friend
Frances Willard summed up her life this
way:

Mrs. Wallace has been from the
beginning of our work [in the
WCTU] Indiana’s best beloved and
most influential leader. The noblest
and best political men in that State
are her friends and allies. . . . The
well-worn Bible which lies upon the
table beside her couch, and is the
book read earliest, latest, longest of
all books, explains alike her character
and her career. Well would it be if
all the generous-hearted and liberal-
minded women who, in this aston-
ishing age, lead the van in working
out the deliverance of their sex from



traditional hindrances to the best
development, could sum up their
‘views’ in words like those of Mrs.
Wallace: “The broader my views
grow, and the more knowledge of
the philosophy of human life I gain,
the stronger is my faith in the Bible
11).
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*Dr. Hullis Associate Professor of Psychology
and Department Chair, Wheeling Jesuit
College, Wheeling, WV
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JANE CAMPBELL MCKEEVER
by John H. Hull*

Most of us think we know the story
well. This child of Thomas and Jane
Campbell was born in Ireland and emi-
grated to western Pennsylvania at a rela-
tively youngage. Recognizing the need for
education on what was then the American
frontier, this younger Campbell opened
a home school and educated local and
family children. Eventually, home school-
ing gave way to higher education, and this
Campbell child founded a private,
nonsectarian institution to provide college-
level education for students from the
United States and Canada. This person
guided the educational institution for a
quarter century, until it was widely rec-
ognized as one of the best of its kind in
the country. Indeed, the institution was
known for providing graduates who helped
found and teach in many other institutions.
Finally, not long after the Civil War, this
person died and was recognized, among
other things, as a pivotal person in the
development of Disciples’ higher education.

This Campbell child is not Alexander
but Jane, whose story is also important in
the history of the Restoration movement.

Not much is known of the early life
of Jane Campbell, born onJune 25, 1800,
in Ahorey, Ireland, the fourth of the
seven children of Jane and Thomas
Campbell to survive infancy. These were
times of civil and religious unrest in
Ireland. Presbyterians and Catholics briefly
united in opposition to English rule, but
the Presbyterian church bitterly splin-
tered into a number of clashing sects.
Since Thomas was a Presbyterian pastor
and schoolteacher, and his family lived
near the border of present-day Northern
Ireland, the Campbells were often in the
midst of both types of unrest. This envi-
ronment, and her father’s twin vocations,
must have had a profound effect on Jane
during the first several years of her life.(1)

In 1807, for health reasons, Thomas
emigrated to America, promising to send
for his family if prospects seemed favor-
able.(2) Within months Thomas had
settled in western Pennsylvania near
others from his former parish, and had

ane Campbell McKeever

written to his family asking them to join
him. During 1809, doubtless during her
family’s preparations for the voyage to
America, Jane contracted smallpox. At
the time of her family’s initial departure,
Jane “. . .had just recovered from . . . the
smallpox which, though it had destroyed
the beauty of her complexion, left still a
very engaging face, with handsome fea-
tures and bright, expressive eyes. . ..”(3)
That 1808 attempted voyage to America
ended in shipwreck on the Scottish coast,
and Jane and her family did not arrive in
America until September, 1809.(4)

The Campbell family first settled in
Washington, Pennsylvania, within 20
miles of the Virginia (now West Virginia)
border. During their first winter in
America, Jane and her older sisters were
tutored daily by Alexander; significant
portions of that tutoring were devoted to
the studies of scripture and of English.(5)
It is interesting to note that the earliest
complete record of a public speech by
Jane is her rendering of Proverbs 31:10-
31atherbrother Alexander’s weddingin
1811.(6) In this description of a “virtuous
woman,” we find described many of the
talents which characterized Jane’s later
life: “She riseth while it is yet night, and
giveth meat to her household, and a
portiontoher maidens. ... she perceiveth

that her merchandise is good; her candle
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goeth not out by night. . . . She stretcheth
out her hand to the poor. . . She openeth
her mouth with wisdom; and in her mouth
is the law of kindness. . . . Favor is deceit-
ful, and beauty is vain; but a woman that
feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.
Give her of the fruits of her hands; and let
her own works praise her in the gates.”(7)

In mid-1811, Jane and her family
moved from Washington to a small farm
nearby. The family appears to have tried
its hand at farming, while Thomas
remained primarily an itinerant
preacher. During this period, Alexander
and Thomas Campbell gradually moved
away from their Presbyterian roots, and
toward “primitive” New Testament
Christianity, including believer bap-
tism by immersion, frequent commun-
ion, and arejection of churchwide creeds.
Although one source records that Jane
was baptized by immersion at the same
time as her parents in 1812,(8) the per-
son baptized almost certainly was not
Jane but her older sister Dorothea.

Late in 1813, Thomas Campbell
moved his family to a farm near Cam-
bridge, Ohio. Once there, he opened an
English mercantile academy,(9) in mod-
ern terms a trade or business school,
although some sources(10) call the school
a seminary, the equivalent of a modern
high school. Jane was a pupil in the
Cambridge academy; perhaps this is
where she learned the business and
management skills she needed to run
her own seminary decades later.

The mercantile academy near Cam-
bridge lasted two years. By 1815, Thomas
and his family moved to Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania, where he opened yet another
mercantile academy. Within his schools,
Thomas Campbell was characterized as
maintaining strict discipline and being
deeply religious;(11) again, the influence
of these traits on young Jane seems evi-
dent in her later academic leadership.

Jane moved once again—she aver-
aged a major move every two years from
1808 through 1820—with her family in
1817, this time to Kentucky. Thomas again
preached and conducted aseminary. At the
age of 17 or 18, Jane got her first formal
experience as a teacher, and soon estab-
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lished a fine reputation. “Pupils came
from great distances to attend the school
and Campbell’s eighteen-year-old daugh-
ter Jane assisted in the school, soon
becoming recognized for her ability as a
teacher.”(12) Another source says that
not only was Jane “. . . distinguished for
her ability as a teacher,” but she helped
make “. .. the school quite popular, so
thatit becamehighly remunerative.”(13)

Because of his opposition to
Kentucky’s pro-slavery laws, Thomas
moved his family in 1819—over their
objections, since they had been well liked
in Kentucky—back to the free state of
Pennsylvania. Such was Jane’s popular-
ity as a teacher that when the family left
Kentucky, Thomas “. . . was entreated at
least to allow his daughter Jane to stay
and conduct the seminary . . .”(14) Back
in Pennsylvania, they settled on a farm
near West Middletown, less than 10 miles
from Alexander’s home in Bethany, Vir-
ginia (now West Virginia). Thomas re-
sumed his ministerial work while Jane,
at the age of 19, opened a home school in
West Middletown. (15)

The early home school Jane con-
ducted was for both girls and boys, and
from its first days Jane established a
reputation that was to follow her through-
out the next 40 years. As a former pupil
(male) said, Jane . . never used a rod,
but governed her pupils by appealing to
theirmanhood and womanhood, impress-
ing on their minds the benefit to be
derived from an education.”(16) Two
years after opening this school, Jane
Campbell married Matthew McKeever
of West Middletown.

Very little is known about the next
twodecades of Jane Campbell McKeever’s
life. The McKeever family grew rapidly;
by the early 1840s, Jane and Matthew
had had nine children, and adopted a
dozen or more others.(17) Despite the
growing family and the demands put on
her by the family wool business, Jane
taught during at least some of those
years. By 1830, the unnamed home
school had become Pleasant Hill Seminary,
in all likelihood educating young men and
women. Two Millennial Harbinger articles
from 1939 mention Pleasant Hill Semi-



nary as existing in 1830;(18) the latter
article cited states that Jane Campbell
McKeever was, with a James Sloan, in
charge of that institution.

In 1840, Alexander Campbell
founded all-male Bethany College. About
two years later, Jane Campbell
McKeever’s school became Pleasant Hill
Female Seminary, and a formal curricu-
lum was developed. Jane served as principal
of the institution, and was acknowledged as
its founder and leader, in a series of
Millennial Harbinger articles from 1847
through 1857.(19)

It is difficult to overestimate the
importance of Jane Campbell McKeever’s
work with Pleasant Hill Seminary. The
school’s three-year curriculum included
many courses and some texts identical to
those of nearby Bethany College. Some
“womanly” courses offered at Pleasant
Hill Seminary but not at Bethany College—
painting, drawing, vocal music, instru-
mental music—now form part of a typical
liberal arts curriculum.(20) Frequently,
Bethany College presidents and faculty
participated in Pleasant Hill Seminary
final examinations; remarks by several
of them indicate that the women who
received “Mistress of Arts” degrees from
the Seminary had obtained educations
equal to or better than those they would
have received anywhere west of the
Alleghenies.(21)

What type of teacher and principal
was Jane Campbell McKeever? Jennie
Reader Errett (PHS class of 1860), who
worked on the Christian Standard staff
from the time her father founded the
Standard until her death over 61 years
later, said, “There was always time for a
quiet talk with the individual pupil; each
in turn had a private interview with her
upon religion. . . The Bible was a daily
study for every one under her roof. .. She
insisted upon plainness of attire, cleanli-
ness, sobriety and neatness. . . All [students]
were treated alike.”(22) In part, an obitu-
ary for Jane reads, “Endowed by nature
with an indomitable energy, great power
of endurance and fine executive ability;
and being fully conscious of these pow-
ers, she looked for no failure in any
enterprise where success was at all pos-

sible. Teaching the young was with her
a favorite and delightful occupation. . ..
Asagoverness, herfirmnessintheexecution
of law was joined with such suavity of
manner in the art of governing that she
could indulge a prudent familiarity with
her pupils. . . She not only enjoyed the
esteem, but also the affection of her pu-
pils; for they felt that with her lips she
dispensed knowledge, that the law of
kindness was on her tongue.”(23)

Not all comments were so positive,
however. One student referred to Pleas-
ant Hill Seminary as the “Female Peni-
tentiary”in an autograph book entry,(24)
and Jennie Errett says that toward the
end of Jane Campbell McKeever’s career
at Pleasant Hill Seminary, “Girls were a
never-ending puzzle to one reared in the
old-time seriousness, and there were
many mistakes of judgment. But she
was honest and good, a true upright and
virtuous woman, and wrought a good
work.”(25) Yet another Seminary gradu-
ate, reminiscing 33 years after hergradu-
ation, mentioned the fear of being disci-
plined of some Pleasant Hill students
when they “ . . stole in at the awful hour
ofnineo’clock [p.m.].”(26) Jane Campbell
McKeever may have cared deeply for her
students, but at times that caring was
embedded in a rigid framework of study
and discipline.

Somehow, even with all the de-
mands of seminary and family, Jane cre-
ated more time to pursue her call to
teach. Jane’s daughter Lorinda
McKeever Wilkin recalled that her
mother’s teaching often “ . . did not end
when students and faculty had gone to
bed. Jane would [teach] the employed to
read and study the scriptures, explain-
ing to them the way oflife and Salvation,
no one knowing it but those who enjoyed
the privilege. ThisIlearned from aletter
I received after her death, from one who
received her instruction, so self-sacrific-
ing and untiring in her devotion to all
classes of people. . . .”(27)

Despite her rigid high standards of
behavior and academic excellence, Jane
was self-giving and compassionate. For
example, daughter Lorinda recorded that
one year a typhoid epidemic infected 40
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studentsat Pleasant Hill Seminary. “[Dr.
Benis] only lost one; . . . The doctor
attributed his great success partially to
mother’s untiring and tender care over
the afflicted ones.”(29)

That self-giving and compassion
also found expression in Jane’s work in
the abolitionist movement. John Brown,
the abolitionist who led the 1859 attack
on Harper’s Ferry, was an acquaintance
of the McKeevers, since they all were
involved in the wool business. dJane
Campbell McKeever was described along
with her husband as “. . . the rankest kind
of an abolitionist and never hesitated to
denounce slavery as an abomination.”(29)
Indeed, a portion of the Pleasant Hill farm
wasused as a station on the “underground
railroad” which conveyed escaping slaves
to Canada. Sometimes Seminary stu-
dents wondered why a big baking one day
didn’t produce increased rations the next;
apparently, only some students knew
the extra bread went to feed the escaping
slaves. “The enthusiasticabolitionists [the
McKeevers] always made the fugitives
comfortable, no matter what the cost.”(30)

Under Jane’s guidance, Pleasant
Hill Seminary flourished. The first class
of four students graduated in 1847; by
the late 1850s, graduating classes aver-
aged about eight. During the Civil War
the Seminary reached its zenith, as 19
women graduated in 1865.(31) By 1866,
her declining health led Jane Campbell
McKeever to turn over full control of the
Seminary to her son, Bethany College
graduate and Seminary professor Thomas
Campbell McKeever. Tragically, he died
inlate summer 1866 and Jane postponed
herretirementtolead Pleasant Hill Semi-
nary for another couple of years. By 1868,
Jane finally severed her formal relation-
ship with the Seminary, which graduated
its last class of three students in 1869,
and closed its doors in the mid-1870s.(32)

A 1916 portrait in the Christian
Standard included pictures of 17 women
“influential in the Restoration Move-
ment.”(33) Centered in that portrait is
the picture of Jane Campbell McKeever,
cited for founding Pleasant Hill Semi-
nary. This first of the Restoration move-
ment female seminaries graduated a to-

tal of 165 women across 23 graduating
10

classes; several hundred others attended
at some time during its three decades of
existence. Many of those women filled
important roles in the Restoration move-
ment as teachers, philanthropists, church
leaders, writers and editors. Well into the
20th century these women showed the
direct fruits of Jane Campbell McKeever’s
labor.(34)

After retiring from active service to
Pleasant Hill Seminary, Jane lived with
her daughter Lorinda McKeever Wilkin
in Harrisville, Ohio, within 40 miles of
West Middletown. A few letters written
by Jane Campbell McKeever between
1867 and 1869 still exist.(25) They give
some hints about matters which were of
concern to Jane in her final years. Three
letters were written to sons on their birth-
days; similarities of theme and wording
run throughout the three.(26) Sons are
reminded that many their ages already
have died; that they should be concerned
about how they stand with God; that they
should study the word of God; that life is
short, and one should make a good ac-
counting of the time one is given. By late
20th century standards the letters are
unusual, but a passion for duty to God
and others, and a compulsion to use time
wisely run throughout all three.

Otherlettersdeal less formally with
family concerns—activities of family
members, a dispute over interpretation
of scripture, weddings and funerals of
mutual acquaintances.(27) Most letters
contain emphasis on the importance of
religious study. Six of the total of seven
letters mention pain in Jane Campbell
McKeever’s side or sides; the only letter
which does not is a fragment of a longer
letter.(38) Evidently this ailment was a
nearly constant concern of Jane’s during
her final years.

One of Jane Campbell McKeever’s
obituaries provides more information
about the last hour of her life than we
have about any other five years. We are
toldJane Campbell McKeever“. . . shortly
before noon, unassisted, ascended aflight
of stairs and entered her room. . . . She
observed to her daughter [Lorinda
McKeever Wilkin] that she felt like re-
cliningupon the bed; and after repeating
several passages of Scripture, inthe hear-



ing of those in her room, and just before
she reclined, as if suddenly impressed
with the presentiment that the hour of
her departure had come, she repeated
the words, ‘Blessed are the dead that die
in the Lord.” And she died, at the age of
71, on December 10, 1871.(39)

In modern times, especially in our
culture, we try to quantify everything.
How does one quantify Jane Campbell
McKeever’s contributions to the Resto-
ration movement? Does one count 165
Pleasant Hill Seminary graduates, hun-
dreds of other children and adults edu-
cated, scores of slaves spirited to free-
dom, thousands of lives touched by the
good works of Pleasant Hill Seminary
graduates? Perhaps. But when the count-
ing is over, part of Jane Campbell
McKeever will be missing. PerhapsJane
Campbell McKeever is best understood
in the words from Proverbs she recited at
her brother’s wedding: “She openeth her
mouth with wisdom; and in her mouth is
the law of kindness. . . . Favor is deceit-
ful, and beauty is vain; but a woman that
feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.”
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SIX NEW
NAMED FUNDS
ESTABLISHED

WILLIAM C. & MARTHA B.
BRANAMAN NAMED FUND
The Branamans are life-long resi-
dents of Salem, Indiana, where they have
been active members of the First Christian
Church. Mr. Branaman served until his
death as Deacon and Trustee. Mrs.
Branaman held many offices in the Chris-
tian Women’s Fellowship including that
of President. She continues to sing in the
choir and gives of her time to other church
activities as well as reaching out to help
members of the church. William Clarence
Branaman was a farmer. He operated a
farm, taught agriculture in the local high
school, and was a leader in the Future
Farmers of America Program. He was a
graduate of Purdue University with a
degreein Agriculture. Martha Branaman
excels at being a homemaker. Her home
welcomestheir two children and sixgrand-
children as well as her many friends.

CHLOEE. KELLY
NAMED FUND

Mrs. Kelly is one of more than
twenty ordained personsliving at Lenoir
Village in Columbia, Missouri. She
served the church in an official capacity
for a quarter of a century. After her
husband’s death, Mrs. Kelly served as
national supervisor of home evangelism
for the United Christian Missionary So-
cietyuntil 1952. Atthattime shebecame
executive secretary of the Ohio Chris-
tian Women'’s Fellowship, serving for 12
years before moving to Missouri and
serving in the same capacity there for
four years. Following her retirement
from the Christian Women’s Fellowship
work in Missouri she took a position with
Christian College, Columbia, Missouri.
An alumni of Phillips University and
Kansas State Teachers College, she takes
pride in being a fifth generation Dis-
ciple. Chloe Kelly is a musician and
enjoys sharing her music at Lenoir or
wherever she is called upon to do so.




FORREST H. KIRKPATRICK
NAMED FUND

Dr. Kirkpatrick is a retired Direc-
tor and Vice President of Wheeling-
Pittsburgh Steel Corporation. He is
also Dean and Professor Emeritus of
Bethany College, Bethany, West Vir-
ginia, and was named Distinguished
Professor by the Board of Trustees in
1987. He served as a consultant at
various times to the U. S. Department of
State, War Manpower Commission, U.
S. Department of Labor and the U. S.
Post Office Department. Dr. Kirkpatrick
has a long tenure on the Board of Gover-
nors of West Virginia University and
was elected to the Order of Vandalia at
the Universityin 1985. His church mem-
bership has been at the Bethany Memo-
rial Church, Bethany, West Virginia,
since 1925 where he is currently Elder
Emeritus and a longtime trustee. The
Forrest H. Kirkpatrick Endowment
Fund for Lectureship and Research at
the Historical Society has recently been
established by Dr. Kirkpatrick.

NORMAN & MAY F. REED
NAMED FUND

Dr. and Mrs. Norman (May) Reed
moved to Nashville, Tennessee from In-
dianapolis, Indiana in 1981 where they
were members of Light of the World
Christian Church. Norman is Pastor of
Alameda Christian Church herein Nash-
ville. He is a 1964 Pharmacy graduate of
Purdue University in West Lafayette,
Indiana and a 1980 graduate of Chris-
tian Theological Seminary in Indianapo-
lis. Norman is Treasurer of the Green-
wood Cemetery in Nashville and serves
on the Board of the National Christian
Missionary Convention/National Convo-
cation. May has been a member of the
Disciples of Christ Historical Society staff
since May 9, 1983. Sheis Assistanttothe
Director of Library and Archives, David
I. McWhirter. God has blessed May with
anunusual singing ability and she shares
her gift freely within the region and
throughout the Church.

RUBY GANTT STALCUP
NAMED FUND

Mrs. Stalcup was a life-long mem-
ber of the Churches of Christ; she was
baptized in her early teens. She and her
husband, Herbert I. Stalcup, were very
active in the Oak Cliff Church of Christ
from 1935 to 1950. Mr. and Mrs. Stalcup
were the parents of four sons and one
daughter. All of their children were
reared in and were or are active in the
Churches of Christ. The one exceptionis
her son Joe A. Stalcup who was ordained
in the Oak Cliff Church of Christ and
subsequently had his ministerial stand-
ing recognized by the Southwest Region
of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in 1976. At the time of her death
in 1957, Mrs. Stalcup was a member of
the Sunset Church of Christ in Dallas.
This Named Fund was established by
Mrs. Stalcup’s son, Joe, and his wife
Nancy.

BURTON B. THURSTON, SR.
NAMED FUND

A churchman and educator, Dr.
Thurston served as minister, mission-
ary, educator and consultant on the
Middle East. A native of Jefferson, Or-
egon, Thurstonheld degrees from North-
west Christian College, Transylvania
University, Butler University and had
an earned Doctorate from Harvard Uni-
versity. He pastored congregations in
Oregon, Washington, Illinois, Indiana,
Kentucky, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania
and West Virginia. After serving as
President of Manhattan Christian Col-
lege, Manhattan, Kansas, he chaired the
Department of Religious Studies and was
chaplain to the American University of
Beirut, Lebanon from 1958-70. In 1970
Thurston began serving as Professor of
Middle Eastern Studies at Bethany Col-
lege, Bethany, West Virginia,andin 1983
became Director of the Institute for the
Study of Christian Originsin Tuebingen,
Germany. Dr. Thurston died in 1991.
This Named Fund was established by
friends of Dr. Thurston.
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GIFTS RECEIVED FROM

OCTOBER - DECEMBER 1991
EF = Endowment Fund
GF = General Fund
NF = Named Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Aho - P. H. Welshimer NF

Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Alber - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bain - David Lipscomb NF

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Barr - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Dr. & Mrs. Hunter Beckelhymer - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Becker - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe Bell - DCHS Birthday Fund

The Rev Stephen Berry - In memory of The Rev
Norman Prose

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Biddy - Claude Spencer NF

The Rev. and Mrs. William Blackwell - GF

Dr. W. E. Blake - EF

The Rev. & Mrs. Samuel Bourne - Hampton Adams NF

Edna McGuire Boyd - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Mr. and Mrs. David Branaman - Wrather Fund

Martha Branaman - William C. & Martha B. Branaman
NF

Patrick Brooks - DCHS Birthday Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Dale W. Brown - Wrather Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Delno Brown - P. H. Welshimer NF

Robert Burgess, Jr. - DCHS Birthday Fund

Agnes Burghardt - Mae Yoho Ward NF

James Burton - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Herb Bush - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Jeannette Byers - Elvin Perry & Jeannette Rankin
Byers NF

Thomas Campbell - DCHS Birthday Fund

Mr. and Mrs. I. W. Carmack - Thomas Malone Holt NF,
Roger T. & Nancy M. Nooe NF

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Cartmill - Wrather Fund

Thelma Cartwright - Lin D. Cartwright NF

Richard Cherok - P. H. Welshimer NF

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Chelf - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Mr. and Mrs. Robbie Chisholm - Wrather Fund

Mr. and Mrs. John Curtin - Gardiner, Rea, Meade NF

Mrs. Harry Davis - Harry M. Davis NF

Kenneth Davis - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Dr. A. T. DeGroot - Wrather Fund

Everett Donaldson - David Lipscomb NF

Dr. and Mrs. Adron Doran - EF

Dr. and Mrs. G. B. Dunning - Guy B. & Anna M.
Dunning NF

Dr. and Mrs. Robert H. Edwards - Wayne H & Virginia
Marsh Bell NF, The Brown-McAllister Fund, Robert
H. & Betsy Edwards NF, James M. & Mary Dudley
Seale NF, Howard E. Short Fund, Curry L. & Lester
Turner NF, Wrather Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon E. Elliott - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Edna Epperson - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Glen Ewing - EF

Jessie Eyres - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Ferguson - P. H. Welshimer NF

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fife - Wrather Fund

Homer Fortson - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Pauline Foster - Wrather Fund

LeRoy Garrett - David Lipscomb NF

The Rev. and Mrs. Dan Genung - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Dr. and Mrs. Edwin S. Gleaves - Edwin S. & Janey
Gleaves NF, Edward G. Holley NF

Gladys Gooch - David Lipscomb NF

Irving Good - P. H. Welshimer NF

William Gossett - P. H. Welshimer NF

Claudia Grant - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Charles Gresham - P. H. Welshimer NF

Dr. and Mrs. Perry Gresham - Wrather Fund
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Edward Griffen - Luberta Beatrice Griffen NF

Kathleen Hall - DCHS Birthday Fund

Carol Hamlett - DCHS Birthday Fund

William Hanford - GF

Ocie Harbison - In memory of W. A. Harbison

Herbert Harper - David Lipscomb NF

Dr. and Mrs. David Harrell - Wrather Fund

George A. Harris - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Mr. and Mrs. William R. Harrod - Roscoe C. & Emily R.
Harrod

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Hartley - Mae Yoho Ward NF

The Rev. Thomas Harwell - Wrather Fund

John Hawkins - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hayden - EF

Mary Lou Henry - Donald Henry NF

Wayne Hensley - P. H. Welshimer NF

Ruth Hobbs - Wrather Fund, EF

Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. Holley - In honor of Dale W.
Brown, Brown-McAllister Fund, Edwin S. and Janey
Gleaves NF, Howard E. Short Fund, Wrather Fund

Mary Louise Holt - Thomas Malone Holt NF, Roger T.
and Nancy M. Nooe NF

Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Hoshaw - Edward M. and
Laura C. Hoshaw

Marie Hout - DCHS Birthday Fund

Dr. and Mrs. William Howland, Jr. - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Roland Huff - Roland and Kathryn Gordon
Huff NF, Wrather Fund

Dr. Richard Hughes - David Lipscomb NF

Mr. and Mrs. George Humphrey - EF

Mr. and Mrs. John Hurt - Rodgers-Hurt NF

Donald Duane Irvin - David Lipscomb NF

Mr. and Mrs. Richard James - Wrather Fund

Mabel Jarnagin - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Mrs. W. T. Johnstone - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Mr. and Mrs. G. Curtis Jones - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jones - DCHS Birthday Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Willis Jones - David Lipscomb NF in honor
of B. C. Goodpasture, James M. & Mary Dudley Seale
NF, Mae Yoho Ward NF in honor of Gertrude Dimke,
P. H. Welshimer NF in honor of Mildred Welshimer
Phillips, Wrather Fund

Chloe Kelly - Chloe E. Kelly NF

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Kelly, Jr. - EF

Mary Elizabeth Kent - DCHS Birthday Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kime - Wrather Fund

Turner Kirkland - DCHS Birthday Fund

Dr. Forrest Kirkpatrick - Kirkpatrick Lecture and
Research Fund

Mrs. Wendell Koerner - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Kuntz - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Kuster - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Byron Lambert - P. H. Welshimer NF

Chester Lamberth - David Lipscomb NF

Mr. and Mrs. Risley Lawrence - DCHS Birthday Fund

Nell Moore Lee - EF

Dorothy Leighton - DCHS Birthday Fund

Dr. and Mrs. George Lobdell, Jr. - David Lipscomb NF,
Mae Yoho Ward NF, P. H. Welshimer NF

Lorraine Lollis - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Love, Jr. - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lowe - EF

W.F. Lown - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Dennis Loyd - David Lipscomb NF

Elaine Marie Lund - Computer Fund

Daniel MacDonald - Wrather Fund

Evolyn Mains - EF

C. Frank Mann, Jr. - Helen S. & C. Frank Mann, Jr. NF

Mr. and Mrs. Woodrow Masden - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Ken Masterton - DCHS Birthday Fund

R. Tibbs Maxey - EF

Lester G. McAllister - Brown-McAllister Fund, Brown-



McAllister Fund for Commissioned Research and/or
Publication

Mr. and Mrs. Wayman McReynolds - EF

Mr. and Mrs. David McWhirter - Herman and Alma
Norton NF, Wrather Fund

Douglas Meister - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Melvin - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Claude Miller - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Billie Alice Moon - In memory of Douglas E. Moon

Dorothy Morrison - DCHS Birthday Fund in memory of
Joseph Paul Eldred Marrison

Mr. and Mrs. John Morrison - P. H. Welshimer NF

Grayson Moss - DCHS Birthday Fund

Dr. and Mrs. James Moudy - DCHS Birthday Fund,
David Lipscomb NF, Mae Yoho Ward NF, P. H.
Welshimer NF

Lamb Myhr - DCHS Birthday Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Nall - DCHS Birthday Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Harold Newlan - P. H. Welshimer NF

J. B. Nolan - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Nolan - EF

Motoyuki Nomura - David Lipscomb NF

James North - P. H. Welshimer NF

Shirley Norris - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Dr. and Mrs. Herman Norton - Herman and Alma
Norton NF

Dr. and Mrs. G. E. Olmsted - EF

Philip Eugene Orr - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Osborn - Ralph C. Neill NF,
Ronald E. and Nolan Osborn NF, Mae Yoho Ward NF

Nancy Jane Oster - EF

Daniel Ottinger - David Lipscomb NF

Marietta Owen - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Maude Parks Memorial Fund - EF

Thomas Perry - EF

Carrie Peterson - DCHS Birthday Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Orval Peterson - Wrather Fund

B. D. Phillips, Jr. - B. D. Phillips NF

Holly Phillips - P. H. Welshimer NF

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Phillips, Jr. - David Lipscomb NF

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Pirtle - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Price - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Mr. and Mrs. William Read - DCHS Birthday Fund

Katherine Reed - Forrest F. & Katherine M. Reed NF

The Rev. and Mrs. Norman Reed - Norman & May F.
Reed NF, Wrather Fund

Ray Reeder - DCHS Birthday Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Reeve - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Mr. and Mrs. R. Alvis Reynolds - Computer Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Rice - David Lipscomb NF

The Rev. and Mrs. Lester Rickman - Wrather Fund

Dr. and Mrs. William J. Richardson - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Hugh Riley - Wrather Fund

Beauford Robinson - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Mr. and Mrs. Willis Rose, III - DCHS Birthday Fund

Charles Ross - DCHS Birthday Fund

Elizabeth Rowe - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Mr. and Mrs. Wade Rubick - EF

Gerald Rudberg - P. H. Welshimer NF

Dr. and Mrs. Jerry Rushford - David Lipscomb NF

Mr. and Mrs. C. Jones Russell - EF

James Samuel - Wrather Fund

First Christian Church/San Angelo, Texas - DCHS
Birthday Fund

The Oreon E. Scott Foundation - Computer Fund

Dr. and Mrs. James Seale - Robert H. & Betsy Barnes
Edwards NF in honor of Michael & Olga Wise, James
M. & Mary Dudley Seale NF, Wrather Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Seamans - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Howard E. Short - Wrather Fund

Kenneth Shrable - David Lipscomb NF

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Simoson - EF

The Rev. and Mrs. Herbert J. Simpson - Willis R. and
Evelyn B. Jones NF

Larry Smith - DCHS Birthday Fund

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Smith - Bebe Boswell NF,
Wrather Fund

Lura Maxine Sparks - DCHS Birthday Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Stalcup - Ruby Gantt Stalcup NF

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Steffer - Wrather Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Carl Stem - David Lipscomb NF

Laura Hobgood and Richard Swan - EF

Mr. and Mrs. C. D. Swihart - DCHS Birthday Fund

Mr. and Mrs. William Tallent - Wrather Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Teegarden - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Mr. and Mrs. John Templeton - DCHS Birthday Fund

Sylvia Tester - David Lipscomb NF, Mae Yoho Ward
NF, P. H. Welshimer NF

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Thompson - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Fred Thompson - P. H. Welshimer NF

Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Thompson - DCHS Birthday Fund

Bonnie Thurston - Burton Bradford Thurston, Sr. NF

John Thurman - EF

The Rev. and Mrs. Larry Toney - EF

The Rev. and Mrs. Norward Tye - EF

Dixie Viox - EF

Mr. and Mrs. James Viox - DCHS Birthday Fund

Mrs. L. D. Wakefield - DCHS Birthday Fund

Mr. and Mrs. David Walker, III - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Harold Watkins - Evelyn N. and Harold R.
Watkins NF

Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Wiegmann - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Mr. and Mrs. Hilbert Wilkes - Mae Yoho Ward NF,
Wrather Fund

David Williams - EF

Fern Wilson - Lockridge Ward & Fern Brown Wilson
NF

Mary Wragg - EF

Eva Jean Wrather - DCHS Birthday Fund

NOW AVAILABLE

FORWARD FROM THE PAST
The fifty year history of the
Disciples of Christ Historical Society
by James M. Seale

$12.00 (includes postage & handling)

NEW BOOK!!!

Watch for publication this year of
a book of lectures concerning
Barton W. Stone and Cane Ridge.
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DR. ANTHONY DUNNAVANT
TO LECTURE AT SEMINAR
FOR CONGREGATIONAL HISTORIANS
OCTOBER 22-26, 1992

The 1992 seminar will be the third seminar held at the Disciples of Christ
Historical Society in Nashville. The primary schedule will consist of a historical
lecture to begin the day, followed by two workshop tracks. The program will also
provide ample time for personal research and study.

Dr. Dunnavant received his Ph.D. degree in the area of church history from
Vanderbilt University where the research was conducted largely at the Historical
Society. Presently he is Associate Professor of Church History at Lexington
Theological Seminary, Lexington, Kentucky. The titles for Dr. Dunnavant’s
lectures are:

A Christian View of History
Congregations in Context: American Christianity
Congregations in Context: The Stone-Campbell Heritage
Images and Approaches for Congregational History

Participants in the workshop will be able to choose between two tracks for
workshop sessions. Track I is for congregational historians interested in gaining
knowledge of the methods of preserving local records. It will be led by David
McWhirter, Director of Library and Archives at the Historical Society. Track II
is for those interested in helping their congregation celebrate a special anniver-
sary or to prepare a congregational history. It will be led by James Seale,
President of the Society. There will be one session open to all persons interested
in the process of getting a congregational history printed. The seminar will be
limited to 50 persons.

Registration fee for the seminar is $125 for non-members of the Historical
Society and $110 for members. A $25 reservation fee will hold a place for you in
the conference. The balance of the registration fee will be due by September 1,
1992. Refunds are not available after that date.

Room and board are arranged at the Scarritt-Bennett Center directly across
the street from the Historical Society. All rooms are single with a connecting bath
between each two rooms. The cost is $200 per person for room and meals. If local
housing is not needed but some meals with the group are desired an appropriate
reduction will be made. A $40 reservation fee will hold a room for you.
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Summer, 1992, Vol. 52, No. 2

Alexander Campbell
Among Giants
of History

by Thomas C. Campbell

Alexander Campbell (1788 - 1866) is known “as a Man of Action”, as a preacher,
reformer, publisher, educator, debater, and politician.! The focus of this paper is directed
toward one specific activity, that being one of the 96 members of the Virginia Constitutional
Convention of 1829 - 1830.

A bill was passed by the Virginia Legislature to rewrite the Constitution of 1776. An
election followed to determine “the sense of voters on the call of a Convention” with 21,896
approving the call and 16,646 opposed. Consideration began immediately to determine
those best qualified to serve. No restrictions were placed on the right of selection such as
the office held. Many references have been made to the group who were chosen, among them
an “assembly of men . . . which has scarcely ever been surpassed in the United States.”
Another was that they were “equal to the celebrated Convention, which had met in Virginia
in the year 1788, to pass the Federal Constitution.” Several were most respected “for their
wisdom and their eloquence.”

The existing Constitution had been adopted by unanimous vote on June 12, 1776.
Patrick Henry was the first Governor and Thomas Jefferson the second. Jefferson had been
critical of certain features of that Constitution, features that were also of concern to James
Madison and later to Alexander Campbell. To vote in Virginia, a man must own 25 acres
of land, excluding thousands from exercising what many considered an inalienable right.
Representation in the state House of Delegates was by County and district in the Senate.
This arrangement accorded the eastern or Tidewater region greater representation in the
General Assembly than warranted by the numbers of their residents.

The Convention met on Monday, October 5, 1829 in the Assembly room of the House
of Delegates in the Capitol and continued in session through Friday, January 15, 1830.
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ROOTS AND MEMORY
PROVIDE A FOUNDATION

We have all watched with interest,
concern and some sense of joy as we have
realized the change the leaders in the So-
viet Union have taken toward religion. Then
came the breakup of the Soviet Union. Inall
of this one historian, Wallace Daniel of
Baylor University, wrote “The Soviet’s in-
terest in religion is, in part, an attempt to
recover the nation’s memory, to reclaim a
heritage in which the church played a cen-
tral but now forgotten role.” (The Christian
Century, 1/29/92, 98)

The people in so many of our congre-
gations in the Campbell-Stone Movement
today have no religious memory to reclaim.
Yet they cry out for and long for the mean-
ing of life and the roots of meaningful life
which are found in religious heritage. The
Historical Society is in the process of pub-
lishing a book on Barton W. Stone and Cane
Ridge. I have been proofreading the manu-
script and I am strangely warmed and
deeply moved by what I am learning either
again or for the first time about what an
important part Stone and the Cane Ridge
congregation played in enabling us tobe the
church we are today.

Unity, freedom, reformation, restora-
tion, the priesthood of all believers, no creed
but Christ, the Bible as our guide inlife --all
of these had religious roots in the growth of
the Stone-Campbell Movement in Kentucky
and in Virginia.

There is so much for us to learn from
our forefathers in the faith going back 100
or more generations. I am grateful that the
history of the Campbell-Stone Movement of
the last eight generations is preserved in
the library and archives of the Historical
Society. A professor from Japan’s Sophia
University, Motoko Tsuchida, recently
spent two weeks at the Historical Society
doing basic research on an American mis-
sionary who had played a vital role in the
establishmentof ChristianityinJapan. This
was the only place she could recover the
information which she wanted.

In today’s world when so many people
come to our congregations without back-
ground or understanding of the church, we
should be making special effort to teach it,
share it, live by it. Your historical society
stands ready to help you do this.

James M. Seale, President



These 96 men are referred to by the Histo-
rian Virginius Dabney as the “last gather-
ing of the giants.” For giants they were.
There were former Presidents James Madi-
son and James Monroe and former Chief
Justice John Marshall. There were survi-
vors of the Revolutionary era but, in addi-
tion, were the current and former gover-
nors and members of the U. S. House and
Senate. There was John Tyler who later
became the tenth President of the United
States.

At the first meeting on October 5,
James Madison nominated James Monroe
to be the Convention President. Who could
have ever suggested a more appropriate
leader? Madison and Marshall accompa-
nied Monroe to the Chair. Even for that
early period, that had to be an awesome
experience. The Virginia Historical Soci-
etyin 1957 acquired a panel painting of the
Convention members by the famouspainter,
George Catlin.*

The role played by Alexander
Campbell among these giantsis difficult to
assess in a precise manner. He was 41
years old, two years older than John Tyler
who later became President Tyler. Madi-
son was 78. The biographical sketches by
Pulliam indicate that almost all of the
members were native Virginians who were
lawyers and statesmen of considerable dis-
tinction. Several added to their distinction
in years that followed. Typically, they had
been educated at William and Mary and
Princeton. Campbell seems to have been
the only one born in another country and
was educated at the University of Glasgow.
He was the only clergyman.’

There can be no question that
Campbell was regarded by his fellow mem-
bers to be a person of considerable stature.
He addressed the Convention on more than
a dozen occasions. He was a member of the
Committee on the Judiciary Department
that naturally was chaired by John
Marshall. Pulliam lists him among about
30 of “the most notable and distinguished
members.”¢ Hugh Blair Grigsby, a member
from Norfolk who later became the Chroni-
cler of the Convention, Chancellor of the
College of William and Mary, and Presi-
dent of the Virginia Historical Society,
referred to him in his handwritten notes of
Convention Proceedings as “Campbell the
preacher.”” That reference was not new to
him as some had called him Bishop and

other terms frequently associated with the
Clergy. It does, however, recognize him as
aprominent clergyman and influential ora-
tor and debater.

The Convention “elected no special
chaplain,” A motion was made to do so but
was not approved. A substitute motion was
offered “that the President of the Conven-
tion be requested to present to the clergy
... 1in Richmond an invitation to serve in
rotation as Chaplains to the House.”
Records show that the sessions were opened
with prayer, and that “ministers of all
denominations officiated.”® Campbell ap-
pears to have been treated as a regular
member of the Convention, not as one of the
rotating clergymen.

Question did arise, however, whether
members of the clergy should participate
in organizations of this nature and specifi-
cally as members of the State Legislature.
There were indications that “Campbell
wanted to act as a Christian rather than a
politician.” Samuel Sprigg, his principal
opponent in the election for membership at
the Convention questioned the fitness of
persons in the ministerial profession.
Campbell was present at that meeting and
responded with his characteristic oratori-
cal skill ending his remarks by recalling a
picture he had once seen showing a king
saying “I reign for all,” a bishop who said “I
pray for all” and a soldier reminding them
that “I fight for all.” Not surprisingly,
Campbell was elected to be a member from
Brooke County, now West Virginia, the
county Bethany College is located in.

An interesting debate did occur on
November 25, 1829 when a resolution was
introduced and later amended that would
have prevented the “election of ministers
to legislative bodies.” Interestingly, this
provision was opposed by Philip Doddridge,
Campbell’s fellow member from Brooke
County and by John Randolph who op-
posed Campbell and Doddridge on much
more substantive matters. Randolph said:

This is a most unlooked-for proposi-
tion. There is not one single article of
my political creed, about whichI have
not a greater disposition to doubt,
than of the propriety of excluding a
class of men, dedicated to the office of
religion, from the possession of politi-
cal power.?

A substantial majority of the mem-
bersclearly favored leaving the determina-
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tion of representatives to the voters rather
thanruling out certain professional or other
groups of members by legislative action.

McAllister and Tucker note that
Campbell’s fame “grew greatly as a del-
egate” tothe Convention.! That was a time
of great activity by him and by his father,
Thomas Campbell. McAllister found that
1829 was the year that six volumes of The
Christian Baptist were completed and a
time of “increasing separation of the Dis-
ciples from the Baptists.” His famous de-
bate with Robert Owen was in Cincinnati
in October of 1829. On July 5, 1830, he
addressed “more than 120 members of the
Church of Christ in Pittsburgh” in honor of
“The nation’s civil government.”2

It was 1833 (October 25) when
Alexander Campbell preached at “Old Sy-
camore” Church in Richmond. His father
preached the next day and he again on the
third day which was Sunday. Most of the
Christian Church preachers from the coun-
ties near Richmond were present.’* The
Old Sycamore congregation became the
Seventh Street Christian Church in 1872.
Several prominent Disciples ministershave
served that congregation, among the more
recentones—Frederick W. Burnham, Curtis
Jones, Wayne Bell and Lester McAllister
and Dale Fiers as interim ministers.

Within a few years following 1830,
both of the Campbell’s were active and
influential in organizing new congrega-
tions in Tidewater Virginia. Available
records, however, indicated that he de-
voted full time to Convention business
during the entire session of October 5, 1829
through January 15, 1830. Williams found
that by 1833 he was planning a preaching
tourin eastern Virginia and invited “prom-
ising young ministers toaccompany himon
such tours and to share in the preaching”
Clemmitt refers to Old Sycamore as “our
first full-fledged Church of Christ in Vir-
ginia” and that being a member of the
Convention enlarged Campbell’s public
image. He was so highly regarded by his
fellow Convention members that “he was
invited to deliver a special address to the
Convention” and was able “to express his
religious views.”®

The activitiesin Richmond and in the
Tidewater region of Virginia deserve spe-
cial note because of the wide division in the
vote on ratification of the new Constitu-
tion. Early records indicate that he visited
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Mangohick (King William County) in June
1832. On his way to “The General Meeting
in Richmond in 1833,” he met with the
emerging congregations at Rappahannock
(Essex County) and Smyrna (King and
Queen County) but, was unable to visit the
congregation at Mangohick which later
became the Corinth Christian Church be-
cause of a severe rain storm. A note of
interest at that congregationisthat among
“The First Officers on Record” were Achil-
les and Robert Campbell who were not
related to Alexander.'® The principal is-
sues that led to calling for a constitutional
convention were the right of suffrage and
the basis of representation in the General
Assembly. The counties that later sepa-
rated from Virginia to form the State of
West Virginia were known as the Trans-
Allegheny District. Those and the ones
further east but west of the Blue Ridge
Mountains were the Valley District. Both
districts advocated significant Constitu-
tional changes. The Middle and Tidewater
districts to the east were interested prima-
rily in protecting their position that was
being eroded by the two western districts
with rapid population growth. Also, the
slow growing districts in the east were
where most of the large slave holders re-
sided. The slavery issue, however, wasless
directly debated than were the basis of
representation in the state legislature and
the right to vote.

Freeing of the slaves had been on the
conscience of many thoughtful people for
years, as was noted frequently in the Con-
vention proceedings. Madison and Monroe
were well aware of the views of Thomas
Jefferson. But many of the members, though
deeply troubled, found some basis on which
to justify slavery, at least at that point in
history. This appears to have been the case
with John Marshall who showed “an aver-
sion tothe slave trade” but regarded “slaves
as property” that have “feelings which can-
not be entirely disregarded.” Marshall’s
general conclusion, however, was that the
“natural property right and the statute
supporting slavery . . . outweighed a right
of liberty for blacks unsupported by the
community.”'” James Monroe in one of his
remarks as the Convention President stated
that: “I consider the question of slavery as
one of the most important that can come
before this body.”*® Debate on slavery and
how their numbers should affect the voting



rights became fierce at times. One member
quoted another as having said that “a slave
in Virginia has nocivil rights—that he was
property—mere property”. Yet, to “murder
aslave, death is the punishment” and that
no one ever heard of “death for murdering
a cow.”®
Alexander Campbell addressed the
Convention on several occasionin which he
stressed the “doctrine of a majority.” On
October 24, 1829, he introduced a resolu-
tion: “That all persons now by law pos-
sessed of the right of suffrage, have suffi-
cient evidence of permanent common
interest with, and attachment to, the com-
munity, and have the right to vote.” He
recalled, however, that “he wasin a consid-
erable minority in the Judicial Committee
on the propositions that were adopted.”?
Differences between western and
eastern counties became quite distinct be-
fore the decision to call a convention was
reached. This is stated rather clearly in a
letter of February 9, 1829 from a Norfolk
citizen to Hugh Blair Grigsby, who became
a member and later the principal historian
of the Convention. The letter included the
following:
I know of no other state in which
this estrangement exists, and I can
only attribute it to our geographical
position, which imposes an insur-
mountable barrier to commercial
and social intercourse. An early com-
munication by means of road and
water conveyances would soon unite
the remote parts of the state and
cement the bond of our political
union. At present, we are better
acquainted with the Yankees than
we are with our Western brotheren
and they with the Pennsylvanians
and Marylanders than with us.?
Similarly views were expressed in
the course of the debates, with a feeling of
regret and some measure of frustration.
Fear that no common agreement could be
reached and that the Convention would
adjourn in open disagreement caused
JamesMadison to deliver a special address
on December 2, 1829. He warned his fellow
members that:
The Convention is arrived at a point
where we must agree on some com-
mon ground, all sides relaxing their
opinions:—not changing—but mutu-

ally surrendering a part of them. In
framing a constitution, great difficul-
ties are necessarily to be overcome:
and nothing can overcome them but a
spirit of compromise. Other nations
are surprised at nothing so much as
our having been able to form constitu-
tions in the Country. Even the union
of somany harmonious establishment
of a common government over them
all, a miracle.2

Noliving person could have been more
impressive. He was recalling his experi-
ences with others such as John Adams,
Benjamin Franklin,and ThomasJefferson,
as well as with Patrick Henry, Richard
Henry Lee, and George Mason. Grigsby
from his handwritten manuscript referred
to the “panorama that was moving before
us. Jefferson was not present, there was
Madison.”® Of the many votes during the
convention sessions, those of Madison,
Monroe, and Marshall were nearly always
recorded individually.

Another discouraging event was the
resignation of James Monroe as the Con-
vention President. This was because of the
critical state of his health. His resignation
letter was read on Saturday, December 12,
1829, the opening statement being:

My disposition rendering it impos-
sible for me to perform my duties,
either as presiding officer or as a
member of the Convention . . .

In separating myself from the Con-
vention, I cannot refrain from the
expression of ardent and anxious
hopes, that the results of its delibera-
tions may correspond with the expec-
tations so fondly cherished before its
sessions commenced, and that a Con-
stitution will be framed that will se-
cure the rights and protect the inter-
ests of all. %

Fear that the Convention would abort
was deep and chilling. There were people of
goodwill who had both views and interests
that differed. Yet, they were painfully aware
that progress toward successful govern-
ment in this emerging republic continued
to be under scrutiny in the new nation and
abroad, as well. The Convention was a real
test, and failure to reach common agree-
ment under which all could live and pros-
per would have grave consequences. This,
at least to some degree, illustrates how
Alexander Campbell who disagreed so se-
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verely with members from eastern coun-
ties could leave the Convention feeling
great disappointment in its recommenda-
tionsinJanuary 1830 and proceed with his
preaching and organizing of new congrega-
tions in Richmond and several eastern
counties. McAllister and Tucker observed
that throughout the controversy, he “tried
mightily to act as a moderate and judicious
leader” and to “preserve unity of spirit
among Christians of the South and of the
North.” On this topic, they conclude that
“the welfare and unity of Disciples were
more important to Campbell than either
the amelioration or eradication of slavery.”

The spirit of goodwill and compro-
mise did not mean that members lessened
their eloquence in expressing their views.
Campbell spoke to the Convention on sev-
eral occasions. Some were procedural in
nature but others were delivered with all of
his analytical and oratorical skills. The
most forceful leader of the western coun-
ties was Philip Doddridge, who was 16
years senior to Campbell, but was also
from Brooke County, the one in which he
was born. Pulliam in his biography of the
Members, lists Doddridge as a lawyer,
statesman, member of the Virginia Legis-
lature from 1815-20 and 1828-29 and mem-
ber of the U. S. Congress 1829 until his
death in 1832. He was a powerful debater.

Doddridge and Campbell opposed
ratification of the final document approved
by the Convention on January 15, 1830, by
vote of 55 to 40. An editorial in The
Lynchburg Virginian of February 22, 1830
raised the question whether “it would not
be better for all if Virginia can be prevailed
upon to cede the counties of Brooke, Ohio,
Preston, Monongalia, and parts of Harrison
and Wood, to some other state, which would
not treat them, as Virginia has heretofore
done ‘asbastards and not as sons.”” But the
editorial also expressed the hope that upon
further “reflection and a candid compari-
son . .. (they) will terminate their spirit of
dissatisfaction.”?8

When the vote on the Convention
recommendations was completed, the
Trans-Allegheny counties had shown over-
whelming opposition to ratification of the
new Constitution. During the debates, sev-
eral members from the Valley and Middle
Counties were sympathetic to views ex-
pressed by Campbell, Doddridge, and oth-
ers from the West. But in the final vote of
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Convention members and the voters on
their recommendation, the Valley and
Middle Counties followed the leadership of
those of the Tidewater region. The follow-
ing is a recapitulation of the votes by re-

gions.?

District For Against
Trans-Allegheny 2,052 10,947
Valley. 3,787 2,162
Middle 11,125 720
Tidewater 6,385 1,044
Total 23,349 14,873

Majority of: 8,476

The vote in Brooke County is an indi-
cation of the intense opposition to the new
Constitution, which was zero for ratifica-
tion to 356 against it. Harrison, the largest
western county voted nine for and 1,136
against ratification. These numbers are a
striking contrast to 211 favoring to 11
opposing this action in Richmond. Although
these and other counties differed so se-
verely with Campbell, he was active in the
years that followed in the formation of new
congregations in the East, and he was so
highly regarded asanorator and Christian
leader.

The most influential leader of east-
ern counties wasJohn Randolph of Roanoke
who later became a U. S. Senator. Grigsby
in his notes on the Convention states that
Randolph was “without exception that char-
acter that attracts most attention, whose
every look and action are followed by the
eyes of every observer.”” Dabney says that
when word was circulated that Randolph
was to reply to an important address, “the
galleries were socrowded thatevenbreath-
ing was difficult.”?

One who was greatly troubled by the
Convention and its resultswas James Madi-
son. James Monroe, his friend of so many
years, had to resign as the Convention
President and even as a member. This left
a great load upon Madison’s shoulders to
see that the Convention did not abort and
that the final outcome would prove to be a
positive force in the future welfare and
tranquility of the State and of the new
nation. He was fully aware that observers
from outside the State were present and
showed much interest. Failure of such a
project associated so closely with him,
Monroe, and Marshall could have grave
consequences on the world attitude of free
people to govern themselves. The position
advanced by western leaders had much



merit and had been presented with such
logic and eloquence at a time when oratory
was of great importance. Moorhouse found
that Campbell, though unsuccessful in ob-
taining what he was convinced was reason-
able and just, nevertheless, won “acco-
lades from James Madison, who had often
differed with him in debates.” On his way
home to Montpelier he wasquoted as having
said that “the greatest man was Alexander
Campbell, of Brooke County” who had mas-
tered “the great questions” and demon-
strated such great “skill in debate” and was
a “constant surprise.” At that time, Madi-
son had no peer in America, meaning his
were views from the greatest of all.

Little room can be found for doubt
that Campbell was an influential member
both in terms of his performance and re-
spect commanded and of the views he ad-
vanced. To view the loss in their efforts to
enact constitutional provisions more fa-
vorable to western counties as a personal
failure of Campbell or other members would
be a serious error in judgment. Economic,
political, and social factors associated with
the well-established eastern and middle
counties were too powerful to be overcome
even when met with unassailable logic and
principles of justice. Addresses by promi-
nent members tended to be long, with the
result that an analyst might emphasize a
particular issue more than was intended
by the speaker at the time of delivery. In
spite of the everpresent need for caution,
some of Campbell’s statements were re-
markable for a person of his day and prove
that,in several respects, he had a first-rate
mind. One of these is from an address of
October 26, 1829:

Resolved, that in all pecuniary con-
tributions to the public service, re-
gards should be had to the ability of
individuals to contribute; and as this
ability to pay, from disparity of for-
tune, is unequal, it would be unjust
and oppressive to require each citi-
zen to pay an equal amount of public
taxes.?

This statement closely resembles
what can be found in any current econom-
ics book on public finance, typically stated
that: “Most people view an equitable tax
system asbeing based on people’s ability to
pay taxes.”?

Another on November 19, 1829 that
indicates such deep feeling and clarity of

thought was a reply to John Randolph who

had referred to the convention participants

as “great men, which the present system in

Virginia has produced.” Campbell replied:
We doubt it not, Sir, I have lived in a
country in which there were many
great men: verylearned and very pow-
erful men. But how were they created,
Sir? For one noble Lord, there were
ten thousandignoble paupers, and for
one great scholar, there were ten thou-
sand ignoramuses. That is the secret,
Sir. I never wish to see this mode of
making great men introduced into
this Commonwealth.3

The Convention and its final outcome
had a great impact upon Madison. McCoy
suggests that “privately he made it quite
clear that he was disappointed that the
Convention had not gone further than it
had in extending the suffrage to non-free-
holders.” Some of his biographers have
referred to a “disillusionment by his expe-
rience at the Convention.”

After returning to his home, Madison
wrote to Marquis de Lafayette about the
extraordinarily complex issues and views
and the difficulties in reaching “even a
fragile consensus.” But he did stress the
“new evidence of the capacity of men for
selfgovernment”. He was impressed by the
“great talentsin discussions” offered by the
“elite of the community”. McCoy, however,
concludes that the Convention, “we might
say, pushed Madison steadily toward the
brink of self-delusion, if not despair. The
dilemma of slavery undid him.”*

In conclusion, the resolve of the east-
ernrepresentatives prevailed, but the logic
and justice of the cause were on the side of
Campbell and others from the West. One
might speculate about what the history of
Virginia and of the nation might have been
had the East not been so uncompromising.
But no creditable answer is available. The
issues were graveindeed, and talents of the
participants have hardly been matched or
even closely approached since. But sur-
vival of republican government, the ability
of men to govern themselves was at stake.
The greatness of the times was shown by
Campbell, John Randolph, John Tyler and
other in the years that followed. For the
Convention, he had performed his role
wisely and well, not in a flamboyant man-
ner as Madison observed earlier with
Patrick Henry, George Mason, and Richard
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Henry Lee. Campbell’s logic, his tempera-

ment, and the moral rightness of his cause

were a pleasant surprise to those who had

not known him well. His total performance
.and contribution have meant muchin man’s

progress toward the most basic of human

rights.
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CLOYD
GOODNIGHT

He gave the college new
vitality and academic
respectability.

by Forrest H. Kirkpatrick

The ninth president of Bethany
College—Cloyd Goodnight—took over his
official responsibilities on July 17, 1919,
when the college had serious and unusual
problems. At the close of the academic year
of 1918-19, most of the students were on
strike against the administration because
of a possible military training requirement
for men, some of the faculty had left be-
cause of turmoil and uncertainty, two
alumni groups had taken a strong negative
stance, and the college was about to be
considered for accreditation review.

Goodnight was a 38-year-old minis-
ter with no experience in college adminis-
tration but with a deep concern for the
college and what it should be. Within a few
months he demonstrated that he was equal
to the assignment and during his twelve-
year tenure he earned the respect and
admiration of students, alumni and the
larger academic community.

As soon as he arrived on campus, he
wrote personal letters to all of the students
who had left the college during the aca-
demic years of 1918-19 and had personal
interviews with many. He urged them to
forget about the strike and return to com-
plete their college work. Many responded
and new students came too. The enroll-
ment during his first year was 263 and
there was every indication that the college
was in good hands and moving forward.

Goodnight’s compelling concern was
to make the college academically respect-
able hence he proceeded to push toward
appropriate accreditation. This meant fac-
ulty salaries had to be improved and it
called for recruitment of faculty members
with top level academic credentials. He
insisted that faculty members continue

graduate study toward higher degrees. In
due time he did away with all preparatory
level work and he was able to have the local
community establish a high school.

One of the first major physical im-
provements was the building of a new res-
ervoir for the college and town water sup-
ply. Next came arrangements for the town
to have natural gas and then came more
paved streets, street lighting, and side-
walks. Goodnight pressed the county and
state school authorities to make provision
for better qualified teachers and educa-
tional equipment in the local schools.

At the college he proceeded to rebuild
Commencement Hall which had been ne-
glected since its temporary use as a men’s
dormitory. By 1924 the Hall provided a
large auditorium suitable for convocations,
concerts and theatricals with the first floor
given over to modern classrooms and state
of the art laboratories for the Physics De-
partment. Walks and roadways on the cam-
pus were rebuilt and over the years several
hundred trees were planted in the
Parkinson Place and on campus.

The new Phillips Hall was the out-
standing addition to the college facilities
during the Goodnight years. It was a com-
pletely new building, at the same time it
incorporated the major part of what was
the original Phillips Hall builtinthe 1890’s.
In 1931 it was hailed as the most beautiful
and complete college residence hall for
women inthe country. The individual rooms
were tastefully furnished, the first floor
was set aside for a beautiful dining room
withmodern kitchen and storage facilities,
and the main floor was given over to a
magnificent drawing room and reception
area.
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The over all cost of the building was
covered by contributions and pledges from
alumni and friends of the college. A finan-
cial campaign under the banner of the
Bethany College Crusade was undertaken
to pay for Phillips Hall and other major
campus facilities. It was only partially suc-
cessful because of the Stock Market Crash
of 1929 followed by the Great Depression.
Members of the T. W. Phillips Family from
New Castle, Pennsylvania, and the Irvin
family of Big Run, Pennsylvania, were large
contributors. Nearly every member of the
faculty and staff participated but the Cru-
sade did not meet the goals.

Earlyinhis administration Goodnight
was able to get a major grant from the
General Education Board in New York, to
add to a substantial gift to the endowment
from Mark M. Cochran, chairman of the
Executive Committee of the Board of Trust-
ees. Other gifts from alumni and friends
were added to the endowment from time to
time.

During the Goodnight years the fun-
damental purposes of the college were ex-
amined and restated. The three terms of
the college year were early replaced by the
two-semester plan. Majors and minors were
introduced, upper division and lower divi-
sion course levels were established so as
Goodnight put it “a student could not have
two or three sophomore years in succes-
sion”. The new pattern was intended to
center on advanced work in the senior year
with more self-direction and independent
study.

In due time a comprehensive student
counseling and guidance program was es-
tablished and implemented. A student as-
sessment program—with help from the
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement
of Teaching—was set up in 1931. The em-
phasis on having each student follow a
major subject to the level of considerable
competence soon led to the decision to
require a comprehensive examination in
the major before graduation. Under the
stimulation of specialists who were brought
on campus, the whole faculty became a
lively academic community.

The first ten years of Goodnight’s
administration significantly marked the
real turn around for the college in terms of
public recognition as a first class liberal
arts college. The North Central Associa-
tion of Colleges and Universities gave its
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approval as did the Association of Ameri-
can Universities and the American Asso-
ciation of University Women. Goodnight
was determined to have Bethany rank with
the best of the small liberal arts colleges
and at one point Dr. W. S. Learned of the
Carnegie Foundation designated Bethany
as “a small college of distinction.”

In 1926 the non-profit College Board
introduced the Scholastic Aptitude Test
merely as a supplementary second to be
used as an admission and counseling tool.
Over some objections by trustees and fac-
ulty Goodnight started using the S.A.T.
tests at Bethany in 1928—the first college
in the state to move in that direction.
Enrollment was between 300 and 350 most
of his later years and at that time this was
considered an efficient pattern. There were
always more men than women in the stu-
dent body.

During the years of his tenure
Goodnight spoke in chapel once a week. He
used these occasions to discuss interna-
tional issues, educational problems, moral
and ethical values, his aspirations for the
college, and various subjects often related
to higher education and religion. He kept
pushing faculty and students to move
against narrow cultural and intellectual
life patterns. These homilies were always
well prepared and were limited to ten or
fifteen minutes. During some years he
taught at least one course in the religion or
philosophy departments.

Goodnight was highly respected by
students and alumni but he made no effort
to be a popular person. He insisted that
good manners and good morals should be a
part of the community life. He protected
faculty and students in the area of free
speech and free inquiry. One national so-
rority (Kappa Delta) and one national fra-
ternity (Phi Kappa Tau) established chap-
ters during the Goodnight years. He was a
strong voice in the state in behalf of educa-
tion and good government.

Goodnight wasbornin Michigantown,
Indiana, on December 2, 1881. He went to
Butler College in Indianapolis to prepare
for the Christian ministry. He graduated
with a B.A. degree on 1906 and then stayed
on to earn an M.A. degree in 1907. A few
yearslater he did additional graduate study
at the University of Chicago.

From 1907 to 1909, he served as min-
ister at the Christian Church in Danville,



Indiana, and then from 1910 to 1913 at
Shelbyville, Indiana. He left Indiana in
1913 tobecome minister at the First Chris-
tian Church in Uniontown, Pennsylvania.
In1907 he married Anna Hussey of Carmel,
Indiana. They had two children, John Tho-
mas and Ida Frances.

Goodnight was interested in the his-
tory of the Campbells and their associates
and at the time of his death he was finish-
ing research on the life of Robert
Richardson. His notes and the early draft
of some of the chapters were turned over to
Dr. Dwight E. Stevenson who completed
the work and published Home to Bethpage
a definitive study of Richardson and his
association with the college and with the
Campbells. He also wrote a monograph on
“A Century of Achievement” and some ar-
ticles for church papers.

Goodnight served two terms as presi-
dent of the Board of Higher Education of
the Christian Church, one term as vice
president of the International Convention
of the Church, and in several instances he
responded to calls from the state govern-
ment for special assignments. He was
awarded honorary degrees by the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh (D.D.) and by Butler
University (LL.D.). In 1925 Governor
Homer A. Holt designated him as a “young
and positive” blessing to the State of West
Virginia.

The Great Depression of 1930 to 1939
with all of the painful problems which
affected the college resources and in turn
the faculty and students was a heavy bur-
den during the last two or three years of his
administration. He died as a result of a
heart attack on October 15, 1932 shortly
after he returned from a business trip to
Indianapolis. His funeral, held in the
Bethany Memorial Church, brought nearly
one thousand people from all over the coun-
try. Honor students from the senior class
served as pallbearers. Interment was in
the Campbell Cemetery.

During the rest of the academic year
0f 1932-33 the administration of the college
was under a committee of three trustees
(Wilkin, McMullen and Wright) and three
members of the faculty (Cramblet,
Kirkpatrick and Woolery). Dr. Joseph A.
Serena was president during the academic
year of 1933-34.

Dr. Forrest H. Kirkpatrick is Dean and
Professor Emeritus of Bethany College,
Bethany, West Virginia. He livesin Wheeling,
West Virginia.

NEW MEMBERSHIPS AS OF
MARCH 31, 1992

REGULAR

Robert H. Brandon; New Orleans, LA
Floyd E. Clark; Creswell, NC

G. Curtis Jones, Jr.; Vienna, VA

Erma Jean Loveland; Abilene, TX

E. Warren Maddox; Memphis, TN

Noel Mix; Citrus Heights, CA

Effie Mozelle Smith; Jefferson City, MO
Richard P. Walters; Johnston, IA
Jacqueline Wright; Springfield, IL

OVERSEAS
Motoko Tsuchida; Japan

PARTICIPATING
Edward F. Coffman, Jr.; Russellville, KY

SUSTAINING
Thomas E. Mountjoy; Jefferson, OH
Martha A. Williams; Oakland, CA

FROM STUDENT TO REGULAR
David Grousnick; Eldon, MO
Mark Smith; Nashville, TN

FROM REGULAR TO PARTICIPATING
Thomas F. Foust; Anderson, IN

FROM REGULAR TO SUSTAINING
C. Duane Swihart; Arlington, VA




HIRAM COLLEGE AND THE 1906 OLYMPICS

by Howard E. Short

1936 - Twenty-two nations competed in the first basketball competition
of the Olympics. The U. S. hammered Canada 19-8 to capture the gold.

The above news item appears regu-
larly through the years, and it was to be
expected at this time in any preview of the
1992 Summer Olympics in Barcelona. The
basketball writer for the Post-Dispatch,
Dave Dorr, assures me that this is a fact;
basketball became a Olympicsportin 1936.

For half a century, I have thought
otherwise. When I became a member of the
faculty at Hiram College in 1942, I soon
examined the athletic facilities—I am a
great sport spectator. As I entered the
lobby of the gymnasium, located in the
basement of the administration building,
my eyes fell immediately upon the trophy
case.

Here was a small medal, perhaps two
inches in diameter with the inscription:

1904
Universal Exposition
Olympic Champs
St. Louis

The medal had belonged to Lester J.
Hurd, who managed the town grocery store
at the time. To my regret I never talked
with him about the St. Louis games. On
February 26, 1943, I conducted the funeral
service for Lester and I was never able to
find anyone in the village to whom he had
talked about the “Olympic Games.”

When I decided, a few months ago, to
see if the facts could be discovered about
this mystery, I enlisted the services of a
first-rate historian, Dr. Agnes Monroe
Smith, retired professor of history at Young-
stown State University, and sometime
adjunct professor at Hiram, her alma ma-
ter, since retirement. She, in turn, had
yeoman service fromJoanne Sawyer, Hiram
College archivist in the college library.
Janet West, secretary to the director of
athletics, William Hollinger (a student of
mine), helped with the pictures. And Alma
Udall Cook furnished some interesting in-
formation, especially regarding one of the
1904 team members, B. D. Phillips, whose
family was related to Mrs. Cook’s family.
Tzl;ese friends deserve more than a footnote

St. Louis Post-Dispatch
December, 1991

in this study so they are placed here in the
introduction.

One of the first new items of informa-
tion that Theard was the fact that there are
now TWO OLYMPIC MEDALS in the
Hiram College trophy case. The inscrip-
tion on the second one reads:

OLYMPIC
COLLEGE
Championship
GAMES
ST. LOUIS
1904.

And the “HIP” of championship run
up the side of the medal along side the first
two words, since there was no room in line
three.

The second medal is inscribed on the
back to John Line. He was the captain of
the 1904 team. It was presented to the
college in 1984, either by Mr. Line himself,
or by his family. The Fall Broadcaster, the
college newspaper, carried a short story
about the presentation. It is on a black,
grosgrain ribbon.

Finally, on the negative side, two
encyclopedias and five books on the
olympics were checked but not one men-
tioned any basketball competition in St.
Louis in 1904. Two referred to the fact that
the big eastern schools like Yale and
Harvard sent teams to Paris in 1900 but
ignored St. Louis in 1904. Some of the
books consider the whole olympic affair in
St. Louis in 1904 a “fiasco.”

From Hiram College’s viewpoint there
were Olympic Games in St. Louis in 1904;
there was a basketball tournament; Hiram
wonit! An examination of the college records
gives a rather clear picture of the event. It
is safe to say, at the outset, that basketball
in 1904 did not attract teams from around
the world, or for that matter, from around
the United States.

The best account, from either side, is
in The "06 Spider Web, the college annual.
Itis put out by the Junior class, so the 1906
annual tells the story of the 1904-05 activi-



ties. There is a four-page article by W. H.
Harmon titled, “What Happened in St.
Louis.” Extended quotations from this ar-
ticle give an excellent picture of what the
games were like, and who played in them.

Harmon says he came ahead early, to
make arrangements. “Mr. H. G. Reynolds
was found and engaged to take charge of
the squad during the games. All arrange-
ments with the National Committee were
left in his hands and he proved worthy of
the trust.” Right away, we can see that
some changes have been made in the way
the games are carried out, since 1904.

Hiram got a practice game with the
Chicago Centrals. They lost, 8-6 but the
game “went far toward restoring whatever
confidence in themselves the boys had pre-
viously lost.”

There were two sets of games in St.
Louis, aslocal historians now state. In fact,
some seem to feel that only the other set,
not the college games, was important.
Harmon says that the Hiram team went to
the “Physical Culture Building” (that would
be the old gymnasium at Washington Uni-
versity, now incorporated into a modern
gym) to watch the deciding game of the
A.AU. Championship series. It was be-
tween Buffalo German Y.M.C.A. and the
Chicago Centrals, and was won by Buffalo.
The game was supposed to be played out-
side, on what is now Francis Field, but the
weather forced them into the gymnasium.

There were three teamsin the college
tournament: Wheaton, Latter Day Saints
University (which I suppose is Brigham
Young University now), and Hiram. Hiram
played Wheaton first. The bad weather
may have forced the A.A.U. teams inside
but not the college teams. The field was
slippery and puddles were all about the
sidelines “but the blazing sun . . . quickly
removed this handicap.”

No question: Hiram was superior,
says Harmon. “Wheaton had the heavier
team but when we on the sidelines saw the
contrast between the brown clean cutlimbs
of the Hiram team and the beefy ones from
Illinois, we did not feel greatly distressed.
The weeks of hard training on the Hiram
field had put the boys in fine condition and
they looked fit to play the game of their
lives, and they did.” The first halfended in
a tie, 15-15. Harmon says Hiram won by
five points but does not give the score.

Inthe second game, Wheaton defeated
L.D.S.U. 40-35. There was an hour’s inter-
mission during which the “official photo-
graph” of the Hiram team was taken. Was
it “official,” just in Hiram’s eyes, or in the
Olympic Games point-of-view?

Hiram defeated L.D.S.U., and won
the tournament, whatever it is called. No
score is given in Harmon’s account but he
says Hiram led throughout the game. He
also says, “No noise was permitted from
the sidelines . . . and only the fear of
threatened banishment from the sidelines
prevented our giving expression to our feel-
ings in appropriate yells.” Fortunately,
several girls from the “Government Indian
School, basketball players, were there and
they applauded every good play made by
the team. “They made admiring remarks
about the graceful appearance ofthe Hiram
boys -- especially “Let” and “String,” whom
they thought were from their own tribe.

Hiram won! What did they win? There
is the official position, namely, that bas-
ketball became an Olympic sport in 1936.
There is the Hiram position, as shown on
the banner behind the team picture, that
they won the “Intercollegiate Champion-
ship” of the Olympic Games, in St. Louis, in
1904. The college games seem to have been
played under the auspices of the officials
who ran the rest of the sports events. There
is no question that there were two tourna-
ments, and that the games were played by
whatever teams chose to come. Hiram had
already claimed the Ohio Championship
and so they sought greater glory.

In Mr. Harmon’s eyes, and for many
who have followed him, “An Olympiccham-
pionship is not won every year and so the
value of it is all the more enhanced.”

Del Vincent, who was still living in
Hiramin our days there, is given credit for
raising the money to get the team to St.
Louis. It is of interest to Disciples gener-
ally, that B. D. Phillips of New Castle,
Pennsylvania, was a member of the team.
He and his brother, T. W. Phillips, Jr. were
both students at Hiram at the time. Thisis
the Phillips Family to whom we are in-
debted for the Phillips Memorial, the beau-
tiful and functional historical society li-
brary building, in Nashville. Erected as a
memorial to their father, T. W. Phillips, Jr.
began the plans but after he died, B. D.
Phillips, the Hiram Olympian, carried the
plans to conclusion a quarter of a century ago.
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When this study was begun, it was
my impression that Hiram College had
defeated Yale University at the 1904
Games. As stated earlier, Yale ignored the
games. But Hiram had played Yale, al-
ready. On January 5, 1901, Yale defeated
Hiram at Gray’s Armory, in Cleveland. Not
satisfied, Hiram lured Yale back to their
home floor on April 4, the same year and
defeated them, 24-21.

The 1904-05 schedule included wins
over Syracuse and Western Reserve, and
losses to the University of West Virginia,
Indiana University and Ohio State. The
scores were low in those days, but the fun
was the same as today. Whatever Hiram
won at St. Louis, they deserved. Let’s not
forget Lester Hurd, John Line, B. D. Phillips
and the Hiram Olympians of 1904.

Dr. Howard E. Short, Distinguished Editor
Emeritus, Christian Board of Publication,
St. Louis, Missouri.
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DAVID LIPSCOMB
NAMED FUND

David Lipscomb (1831-1917), early
Churches of Christ leader, was born in
Franklin County, Tennessee. Educated at
Franklin College, Nashville, he was bap-
tized by Tolbert Fanning while in college.
His preaching began before the start of the
Civil War.

Following the conclusion of the Civil
War, Lipscomb and Tolbert Fanning reis-
sued the Gospel Advocate. For the next 47
years Lipscomb edited the paper. As the
years of the 19th century progressed, he
and others of like persuasion began using
the name Churches of Christ to designate
this group.

Always interested in education, he
was responsible for organizing the Fan-
ning Orphans School in 1884. With James
A. Harding, Lipscomb founded the Nash-
ville Bible School, now David Lipscomb
University, in 1891. He was never presi-
dent of either school, but he served as
chairman of the board of trustees of each.

MAE YOHO WARD
NAMED FUND

Mae Ward, anative of Cameron, West
Virginia, was a graduate of Bethany Col-
lege, Bethany, West Virginia and Yale Di-
vinity School. For 35 years she served the
church she loved in many different capaci-
ties. She served as Director of Religious
Education for the Christian Churches of
West Virginia (1924-1926), missionary to
Buenos Aires, Argentina (1928-1934) and
Executive Secretary for the Latin Ameri-
can Department of the United Christian
Missionary Society, Division of Foreign
Missions (1941-1965).

Ward served as Vice President of the
United Christian Missionary Society (1961-
1967), and briefly served as President of
the Society, being the only woman to serve
in that capacity during the Society’s exist-
ence as a program unit of the Christian
Church. Her last “unofficial” position with
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
was gardener for Missions Building in In-
dianapolis, Indiana.

P. H. WELSHIMER
NAMED FUND

P. H. Welshimer, born in York, Ohio,
began his professional career as a school
teacher where he taught all eight gradesin
acountry school of 51 pupils. Hiseducation
came at Ohio Northern University, Ada,
Ohio, and at Hiram College, Hiram, Ohio.

Welshimer held only three pastor-
ates. During college days he preached for
the Champion Christian Church near
Hiram. Before graduation he accepted a
call to Millersburg, Ohio. His 55 year
ministry at First Christian Church, Can-
ton, Ohio, began in 1902 and concluded
with his death in 1957.

This Christian statesman was always
open-minded. His circle of warm friends
included persons of every faith and race.
His companionship with other Christian
ministers reached out to the most diver-
gent viewpoints. His own faith was firmly
set and strong against shallow thinking.
Yet his respect for differing minds marked
him as a great Christian statesman who
could love all people while contending ear-
nestly for his faith.

HERBERT J. AND
MARTHA NELL SIMPSON
NAMED FUND

The lives of Herbert and Martha Nell
Simpson have been intertwined with the
church across the years. Undergraduate
work for Herbert was done at Chapman
College, Orange, California. For Martha
Nell it was at Culver-Stockton College,
Canton, Missouri, where she first learned
of the Historical Society and Claude Spen-
cer because the Society was then located at
Culver-Stockton. Both received graduate
degrees from Lexington Theological Semi-
nary, Lexington, Kentucky. They served
pastorates in Canada and Kentucky, serv-
ing the First Christian Church of Paducah,
Kentucky, from 1961 until retirement in
1984. Shortly after retirement the
Simpsons moved to Albuquerque, New
Mexico, where they have been active in
their congregation, in the region, in an
interim ministry in Hobbs, New Mexico,
and in Church Women United.
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In Memoriam

Jennie Steindorf Renner, Trustee Emeritus of the Disciples of Christ Historical
Society, died recently. A memorial service for her was held at Euclid Avenue
Christian Church, Cleveland, Ohio on Sunday, March 22, 1992. Dr. Renner was a
long time member of the Society and an ardent supporter. Condolence is expressed

to her family.

Maud Mullin Spencer, wife of the first Curator of the Historical Society, Claude
Spencer, died March 19, 1992 in Nashville. Claude and their son John had preceded
her in death. Maud had been a constant companion to Claude in the ministry of the
Society and continued her interest after his death. Condolence is expressed to her
family. A tree will be planted in her memory in the yard of the Society by her family.

NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Alan A. Mace, a native of St. Francis, Kansas, is a graduate
of Phillips University, Enid, Oklahoma, and Brite Divinity
School, Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, Texas. He did
further graduate work at the University of Chicago and later
received his Doctor of Education degree from Peabody College,
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee. Mace is cur-
rently serving as Senior Minister of the First Christian
Church, Tullahoma, Tennessee, but will soon join the staff of
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Southwest.

Karen Leigh Stroup received her Master of Divinity degree
from Lexington Theological Seminary, Lexington, Kentucky.
Her undergraduate work was done at the University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill, where she received a Bachelor of Arts
in Religious Studies. There she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.
She is a member of the American Society of Church History.
This fall she will begin work on her Ph.D. degree in Church
History at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee.
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CAMPBELL-STONE HISTORY
IN EASTERN EUROPE

THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
AND
TIES WITH RUSSIA

by Albert W. Wardin, Jr.*

In February, 1909, an article by Wil-
liam Durban from London appeared in The
Christian-Evangelist with the provocative
title, “Why Not Evangelize Russia?” The
author had become acquainted with Wil-
liam Fetler, a Baptist student who had
begun a very successful work among Rus-
sians and Latvians in St. Petersburg, and
felt that the Disciples should initiate a
similar mission. He pointed out that Dis-
ciples had discovered a group of Russian
Christians in New York City with whom
they were in fellowship and suggested that
some of them might return to Russia as
missionaries.! In the same periodical in
June, C. T. Paul, a professor at Hiram
College, echoed the same plea and declared
that his college would be willing to assist
students preparing for the Russian mis-
sion field.?

Unknown at the time, ties with Rus-
sia would eventually come through the
Russian Christian mission in New York,
which Durban mentioned in his article.?
The mission was started by Ivan Ivanov
(Ivanoff) (1881-1947) in 1904, the year he
was converted and baptized in the Mari-
ners’ Temple Baptist Churchin New York.*

Continued on Page 35

HISTORY OF THE
CHURCHES OF CHRIST
IN POLAND

by Henry E. Webb*

The story of the Churches of Christin
Poland begins with a youthful immigrant,
Konstantin Jaroszewicz (1891-1984), who
was won to Christ in New York City by
Joseph Keevil. Later he met Z. T. Sweeney,
who persuaded him to go to Johnson Bible
College in 1912. Following four years of
study at Johnson, he preached in New
York, Baltimore, and in Chicago. In 1921
he returned to Poland with his wife and a
son to establish a work in his native land.
As a nation, Poland was only three years
old, having been created by the terms of the
Versailles Treaty ending World War I.

Jaroshevich (Eng. spelling) hailed
from East Poland not far from the border of
Russia and his work was done mostly in
villages of that area. He travelled by foot
from village to village establishing churches
in the small, rural communities of that
area. He recruited a number or able co-
workers,among whom were Jerzy Sacewicz,
Jan Bukowicz, Basyli Bajko, and Boleslaw
Winnik. At the beginning of World War II
in 1939, there were 85 churches and a
number of mission points, mostly in East-
ern Poland. An annual convention drew
hundreds for a week-long fellowship. But

Continued on Page 42
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“MOVERS” AND “SENDERS”

The term used in the business world
is “movers and shakers,” but with the His-
torical Society things are different. The
“movers” are going to be the office of the
World Convention of Churches of Christ.
Following the completion of Allan Lee’s
ministry as General Secretary of the Con-
vention, Dr. Forrest Haggard will oversee
the closing of the office in Richardson, Texas,
and the movement of it to Nashville. The
new office of the Convention will be in the
Thomas W. Phillips Memorial Building of
the Historical Society.

The new General Secretary and Asso-
ciate General Secretary, Lyndsay and
Lorraine Jacobs, who were elected at the
13th World Convention in August at Long
Beach, California, will come to Nashville
around February 1, 1993. Mr. Jacobs is
presently serving as principal of a high
school in New Zealand and they will move
to Nashville at the end of the school term.
The Board of Trustees and staff of the
Historical Society look forward with warm
anticipation to the coming of the Jacobs to
Nashville. This should be a move which will
strengthen both organizations since both
seek to serve the total Stone-Campbell
Movement.

The “senders” is a new fax machine
which will soon be installed at the Histori-
cal Society. More and more occasions are
arising for the need of capabilities to send
and receive letters and historical informa-
tion in a short period of time. The Society
hopes to have the new equipment installed
and in use by October 1, 1992.

This is one more step in keeping the
Society abreast of current technology as it
seeks to preserve history under the best
possible conditions. The fax number for the
Society will be announced in the next issue
of Discipliana as well asin other ways prior
to December. Letters or material may be
sent by fax from anywhere in the country at
any time of the day or night.

As we move confidently into the fu-
ture we do so with the knowledge thatevery
step is being taken to serve, in the greatest
way possible, the church and the members
of the church. We are grateful to all of you
for your interest and concern in the Histori-

cal Society.
James M. Seale, President



Wardin, Continued from Cover
He had migrated to the U.S.A. from Russia
in 1903 and anglicized his name to John
Johnson. He had lived for 11 years in exile
in Russia with his family because of the
evangelical faith of his father whom the
authorities sent to Transcaucasia in 1892.
The father had become a believer in the
1880sin St. Petersburg through Pashkovite
evangelicals and carried his new faith to
his native village in Tver Province.* In 1907
Johnson’s group organized as a church with
11 charter members. In the following year,
a Disciples’ minister, J. L. Darsie, brought
the Russian congregation to the attention
of the Disciples’ Missionary Union of New
York City, whose Mission Committee
passed a resolution favoring fraternal rela-
tions. At the Disciples Convention in New
Orleans in 1908, the Committee gained
approval for its recommendation that the
American Christian Missionary Society
(ACMS) work with the Missionary Union
in the project. The Russian group became
the Russian Christian Church, formally
Jjoining the Disciples in January, 1910.
Johnson was ordained by the Disciples in
the same year and in the following year
with Disciples’ support became a full-time
missionary.
Russian Ties Before
The First World War

The initiative for a tie between the
Russian Christian mission and Russia did
not come from America but from Russia. In
1908 Aleksandr Persianov (Persianoff), an
evangelist of the Evangelical Christians,
met John Johnson’s father, now living in
Siberia, who told him of his son’s work in
New York. In the following year, Persianov
began a correspondence with Johnson. R.
A. Sandler, a Christian Jew from Russia
who was holding services about this time in
Brooklyn, also brought information on the
Evangelical Christian movement. After
Johnson shared with fellow Disciples the
news that an Evangelical Christian con-
gress was meeting in St. Petersburg at the
end of December, 1911, I. N. McCash, sec-
retary of the ACMS, who was then in New
York, and Joseph Keevil of the Disciples’
Mission Union composed greetings to the
congress which were sent by cable. Any
doubts the congress may have had as to the
source of the cable were removed when
Timothy Dadianov, who had served as an
elder in the Russian Christian Church in
New York but was now in Russia establish-

ing his own work, told the congress of the
Disciples in America.$

Keevil quickly followed the cable with
aletter, dated January 12,1912, to Ivan S.
Prokhanov (Prokhanoff) (1869-1935), the
dynamic president of the Evangelical Chris-
tian Union.” Keevil asked Prokhanov a
number of questions as to the origin, name,
size, beliefs, and polity of his movement.
Prokhanov speedily replied to each ques-
tion and in a postscript informed Keevil
that two or three Evangelical Christians
were willing to come to America to know
more about the Disciples.?

The Evangelical Christian Union,
which Prokhanov had formed, was an out-
growth of the Pashkovite movement which
began in 1874 among the aristocrats of St.
Petersburg from the preaching of Lord
Radstock. Prokhanov became a Baptist in
the Caucasus but later took over the lead-
ership of the major part of the old
Pashkovite congregationin St. Petersburg.
With his talents as a preacher, publisher,
and organizer, Prokhanov, in spite of his
Baptist background, was not content, how-
ever, tobe simply a coworkerin the Baptist
Union. He gained support among evangeli-
cal sectarians who objected to any denomi-
national name, to the strict Baptist views
on faith and polity, and to the existing
Baptist leadership. With the first Evan-
gelical Christian conferences in
Ekaterinoslavin 1907 and Odessain 1908,
the new movement was on its way. Al-
though there was discussion of union with
the Baptists, an intense rivalry developed
between the two groups. Prokhanov, how-
ever, did not sever all Baptist ties. In Bap-
tistcircles abroad, he portrayed his organi-
zation as the “Open Baptist Union,” i. e.
more open on the Lord’s Supper, a position
held by many British Baptists. In Philadel-
phiain 1911, he attended the Baptist World
Alliance which elected him a vice-presi-
dent of the body.

As part of his program, Prokhanov
wished to open a Bible school for the train-
ing of pastors and evangelists, but the
government refused his persistent requests.
In the meantime, however, he held short-
term “evangelical courses” for pastors. Fi-
nally in July, 1912, the authorities gave
their permission for a school. His own Union,
however, was unable to finance the project
since it was facing a serious deficit in the
support of its home missionaries, and for-

35



eign Baptists gave no promise of aid. To
make matters worse, the government re-
fused the convening of an All-Russian Evan-
gelical Christian Congress for January,
1913, an assembly which might have alle-
viated some of the financial problems.
Prokhanov also feared that, if the founding
of the school were delayed, the government
might withdraw its permission. When two
representatives of the Evangelical Chris-
tians, Aleksandr Persianov and Professor
Martin Schmidt, arrived in Louisville in
the fall of 1912 to attend the annual meet-
ing of the ACMS, it is not surprising that
they came not only to learn more about
American Disciples but above all to gain
financial support for the Bible school, if not
other assistance. After almost three months
of travel, which included visiting churches
and colleges, they failed to gain any firm
financial commitment.?

Alarmed by the prospect of losing the
opportunity of opening a school in Russia,
Disciples of Christ in Greater New York
formed on the eve of Schmidt’s departure a
Special Russian Emergency Committee of
five members. It included as chairman, Z.
T. Sweeney, a respected denominational
leader and pastor who had also served as
American consul-general in Turkey during
the administration of Benjamin Harrison,
and Keevil as secretary. In a letter given to
Schmidt, the Committee promised to ap-
peal to the Foreign Christian Missionary
Society and the Christian Woman’s Board
of Missions for assistance, but if this effort
failed it would appeal directly to the Dis-
ciples at large. Although sympathetic, the
two foreign mission agencies felt unable to
provide support, and the Committee then
made its general appeal. Both the Chris-
tian Standard and The Christian-Evange-
list supported the project, particularly the
former periodical, which immediately
pledged to secure $1,000 to get the effort
started. As a representative of the Emer-
gency Committee, Sweeney left for Russia
to investigate the Evangelical Christians
and their program. Louis R. Patmont joined
Sweeney as an interpreter and special cor-
respondent for the Christian Standard.
Some years before, Patmont had been bap-
tized as a believer in Lodz, Poland (then in
the Russian Empire). He was the son of a
Russian colporteur and evangelist. Sweeney
made a detailed report, published in both
The Christian-Evangelist and Christian
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Standard, and Patmont provided a series
of articles for his paper. The reports were
very positive, claiming the Evangelical
Christians were one in doctrine with the
Disciples and worthy of support. A. E.
Cory, a secretary in the Men and Millions
Movement, with several others visited
Russia in 1914 on the authorization of the
Movement's Executive Committee and ap-
proval of the Commission on Foreign Rela-
tions of the ACMS. In his confidential re-
port, Cory supported Sweeney’s position.*

The Disciples who visited Russia not
only scrutinized Prokhanov’s work but also
carefully interrogated him on faith and
polity. The Disciples found agreement with
the Evangelical Christians in their desig-
nation of themselves simply as “Gospel
Christians,” their independent congrega-
tions, their stress on Christian unity, their
believer’s baptism, and their open com-
munion, although the latter were careful to
accept at communion only individuals who
gave indication of regeneration. The big-
gest stumbling block between Disciples
and Prokhanov appeared, however, to be
over the design of baptism. Prokhanov re-
jected any suggestion that baptism was for
“remission of sins,” although he was will-
ing to admit it was an act of obedience
commanded by Christ as a demonstration
of one’s faith. In a response to a letter from
Sweeneyin 1914, Prokhanov not only high-
lighted his differences with the Baptists
but also made a concerted effort to tailor
his views to meet the expectations of the
Disciples. With financial assistance,
Prokhanov agreed to translate and publish
in Russian Phillips’ book, The Church of
Christ, a work popular among many Dis-
ciples.Itappearedin 1915asa supplement
to Utrennyaya zvezda. For its part the
Christian Standard printed excerpts from
Prokhanov’s book on preaching, which had
been published in 1911, and the paper also
printed one of Prokhanov’s sermons, “The
Peace That Is War.”!

Before Sweeney and Patmont even
arrived, the Evangelical Christians, in
anticipation of support, opened their Bible
School in February. Because of lack of
funds, the first class contained only 9 stu-
dents, taught by Prokhanov, who served as
president, and two associates. On Monday
nights about fifty preachers of the St. Pe-
tersburg Church would attend a special
preachers’ meeting for instruction. In the



meantime the Emergency Committee col-
lected funds to reach its initial goal of
$5,000 for the school. By December, 1913,
the fund had reached about $5,500 of which
over $4,300 had been distributed. Mr. and
Mrs. Sweeney themselves contributed at
least $1,300 of the amount. There was
some complaint that the Emergency Com-
mittee had bypassed existing mission agen-
cies, but the Convention of the Disciples in
Toronto in 1913 enthusiastically received
its report. The Convention also initiated a
Men and Millions Movement, which in
cooperation with the various mission agen-
cies sought to enlist mission volunteers
and raise $6,500,000 for missions and
higher education of which $100,000 was
designated for Russia. The Convention also
approved the formation of a Commission
on Foreign Relations of the ACMS, which
occurred the following year, thereby trans-
forming the Emergency Committee into a
permanent agency.?

The Bible school completed one year
of work and after the summer holidays
planned to open on September 1, 1914.
Unfortunately, the First World War, be-
ginning in July, intervened. With four of
the students entering the army and funds
from abroad cut off, the problems were too
great for the school to reopen, and it re-
mained closed during the entire period of
the war. These circumstances also termi-
nated for some time the ties of the Disciples
with Russia, but after the war there would
be new opportunities.’®

Russian Ties After
The First World War

In spite of the war, the fall of the Czar
and the seizure of power by the Commu-
nists in 1917, and the civil war with its
hardships, Prokhanov remained in
Petrograd (the name of St. Petersburg af-
ter 1914). It was not until June, 1920, that
he was able to communicate abroad with
the Disciples and Baptists. He sent practi-
cally identical letters to both groups, send-
ing to Sweeney the one for the Disciples.™*
In the letters Prokhanov stated that Evan-
gelical Christians were experiencing reli-
gious freedom, the Gospel was spreading,
and they were working towards union with
the Baptists in Russia. He also wrote that
he had heard there were those in America
who had a large supply of Russian Bibles
and Gospels as well as food for starving
believers. The Christian Standard publi-

cized the letter and called immediately for
the sending of relief to Prokhanov, willing
to be a conduit for the effort.

Economic conditions continued to
worsen in Russia. With poor harvests in
1921 and 1922, Russia began to face very
serious famine. In 1921 the Evangelical
Christian Union made an appeal to Chris-
tians in general in America and Europe. In
early 1922, the ACMS through its Home
Department sent Prokhanov $1,000 from
money raised by the Men and Millions
Movement. A short time later in May,
twenty leading Disciples initiated in Chi-
cago a “Famine Relief Committee of the
Disciples of Christ for Evangelical Chris-
tians in Russia” with John Johnson as
secretary-treasurer. By the first part of
1924, the committee had raised $5,100
with significant support coming from the
Russian believers themselves in America.
The ACMS covered all overhead expenses.
In 1922 The United Christian Missionary
Society sent Carl Borders, a missionary to
Russiansin Chicago, to assist in the distri-
bution of aid.*®

American and European Baptists also
responded to Prokhanov’s call and sent
relief both to him and the Russian Baptist
Union. In addition, they provided Bibles
and New Testaments. Baptists coordinated
their mission efforts in Europe through J.
H. Rushbrooke, the Baptist Commissioner
for Europe, who not only coordinated relief
efforts but investigated other requests for
assistance. Together with the mission agen-
cies he represented, Rushbrooke strongly
supported efforts for union between Evan-
gelical Christians and the Russian Bap-
tists, regarding both groups as essentially
one in doctrine and practice. In July, 1923,
in Stockholm, the Congress of the Baptist
World Alliance again elected Prokhanov a
vice-president of the Alliance. In a memo-
randum in November, Rushbrooke stated
that grants for Russia would be given if,
among other stipulations, there would be
the establishment by Evangelical Chris-
tians and Baptists of “a really strong and
representative Committee . . . [to] admin-
ister and be responsible for all monies
received from abroad.” With distrust and
rivalry on both sides, the two groups never
came to an agreement in spite of numerous
negotiations, and all such efforts were fin-
ished by 1925. One serious stumbling block
was Prokhanov’s failure to give Baptists
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Jjoint control of his Bible School which he
had reopened in Leningrad in October,
1922. Although foreign Baptists had given
some support to the school, they would not
grant further assistance to Prokhanov with
no agreement between him and the Rus-
sian Baptists.!®

Even if relations could have been
worked out with the foreign Baptists,
Prokhanov felt their giving only several
thousand dollars in any one year was far
too niggardly in light of the great evange-
listic opportunities then open in Russia.
Even before his final break with the Bap-
tists, he was willing to receive assistance
from any Christian source, including the
Disciples, and sought funds for relief, Bibles,
for his school. In April, 1923, the Christian
Standard provided a full page with a per-
sonal appeal from Prokhanovwho declared
that in Russia his “movement means the
restoration of the primitive Christianity
with its simplicity.” The fund for Russia
and Central Europe in the Men and Mil-
lions Movement had reached over $52,000
by September, 1921, and the Christian
Standard in an editorial in October, 1923,
urged its expenditure on behalf of the Rus-
sian brethren. Disciples provided
Prokhanov with some assistance for his
school in 1923, 1924, and early 1925, but in
March, 1925, the ACMS, which adminis-
tered the fund for Russia and Central Eu-
rope, which had now grown to over $65,000,
decided to make a first-hand investigation
before it would expend further funds.!’

Before a delegation of Disciples left
for Russia, Prokhanov himself arrived in
America at the end of May. Shortly before
his arrival, Prokhanov had met in early
April in Germany Norman J. Smith, gen-
eral secretary of the Russia Evangelization
Society, who encouraged Prokhanov to re-
turn with him to America to raise $50,000.
Smithbelievedif Bishop Blake of the Meth-
odist Church could ask for such a sum for
training priests of the Living Church (a
split from the Orthodox Church) Prokhanov
should be able to raise a similar amount. It
was not long, however, before Prokhanov
began to think of a much larger
sum—raising as much as $100,000. Smith
also promoted Prokhanovin his paper, The
European Harvest Field, and wrote an ar-
ticle for, The Missionary Review of the
World, which in expanded form also ap-
peared as a booklet. The Russia Society
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also published an 8-page pamphlet by
Prokhanov, Awakening Russia Now Seek-
ing God, an open letter to the Christians of
America. Besides receiving the endorse-
ment of a variety of Christian agencies,
Prokhanov made a concerted appeal to the
Disciples. Before their sailing to Europe,
ProkhanovmetwithF. W. Burnham and A.
E. Cory, designated by the ACMS to in-
spect the work of the Evangelical Chris-
tians in Russia. In addition, he attended a
quarterly meeting of the Society and in
October spoke at the Convention of the
Disciples in Oklahoma City. The Christian
Standard did its share of promotion by
printing one of Prokhanov’s sermons and
various articles, and other periodicals of
the Disciples also lent their support.
Prokhanov’s fund-raising effort of 18
months proved most successful--a total of
$137,000 was raised.’®

In the meantime, Burnham and Cory
visited Russia. After their return, F. W.
Burnham made a full report. Unlike pre-
war Disciples who had visited Evangelical
Christians, Burnham was much more real-
istic as to their doctrine and practice. He
declared they were neither Disciples nor
Baptists but admitted that they held the
Baptist position on the design of baptism.
He found that they practiced a “semi-closed
communion” and did not uniformly observe
the ordinance each Sunday. He also discov-
ered, unlike organizations of the Disciples,
that the Council of the Evangelical Chris-
tians was an ecclesiastical body which spoke
for the churches and the churches followed
a uniform statement of faith. In spite of
these ecclesiastical differences, Burnham
recommended assistance in light of the
pressing need for improved facilities for
the Bible school which in turn would help
to meet the great evangelistic opportuni-
ties of the day. He also declared that all aid
should be given with no strings attached,
recognizing the Evangelical Christians as
an independent Russian body, separate
from the Disciples. In December, the ACMS
followed the recommendation and agreed
to pay $500 a month for the school year of
eight months and an additional $400 for
the support of evangelists or a total of
$4,400. The Society continued further ap-
propriations for the school, but in 1929 the
authorities forced it to close. The Stalinist
era had now arrived with its implementa-
tion of a full communist program, includ-



1ng suppression of religion. For a second
time, outside events cut the ties of the
Disciples with Russia.®

Before all ties were finally severed,
the ACMS began to provide funds in 1927
for four nephews of Prokhanov, sons of
Vasily (Basil) Prokhanov-Sviatoslav
(Slava), Vladimir, Paul, and Eugene--to
study at Phillips University in Enid, Okla-
homa, to enable them to return to the
Soviet Union as Christian leaders. In 1928
the University published a book by Slava,
Experiences with Communism in Rossia
(sic). Circumstances, however, never al-
lowed the young men to return to their
native land.?®

Aftermath

During his trip to America,
Prokhanov established in 1926 a provi-
sional American headquarters, which in
1928 became a permanent office in New
York. In the latter year, John Johnson, the
pioneer Russian pastor of the Disciples in
New York, became the Russian secretary
of this organization. After another trip
abroad in 1928, Prokhanov never again
returned to his homeland because of the
worsening religious situation. He settled
in Berlin and traveled extensively in Eu-
rope and the New World. In Berlinin 1931,
he established a foreign division of the
Evangelical Christian Union and died in
the city four years later.

As a representative of the Standard
Publishing Company and other publishing
houses, John Johnson traveled to Russiain
1930 to visit Evangelical Christians and
request their participation in a world-wide
celebration of Pentecost on June 8th. Al-
though persecution had begun, it had not
as yet reached full force. Johnson was able
to visit the Council of the Evangelical Chris-
tian Union as well as Evangelical Chris-
tians congregationsin Leningrad and Mos-
cow where he preached on eight different
occasions.?!

When the Second World War was
nearing its end with the prospect of re-
newed communication, Frederick D.
Kershner, aleading educator and writer of
the Disciples, raised the possibilityin 1944
of arenewal of ties with the Russian Evan-
gelical Christians. Soon afterwards, how-
ever, Kershner received aletter from James
DeForest Murch which told of the estab-
lishment of a Union of Evangelical Chris-
tians and Baptists and included the words,

“This would seem toindicate that our hopes
of establishing contacts with the old
Prokhanov movement after the war are
lost.” The door had shut again.?

In America, the Russian Christian
(or Evangelical Christian) churches also
went their own way. In 1925 the United
Christian Missionary Society stopped mis-
sion aid to them. In the latter half of the
1920s, these churches formed a Russo-
Slavonic Union of Evangelical Christians.
John Johnson himself became president of
anindependent Russian Christian Mission
which not only provided mission assistance
to Russian work in Canada and Latin
America but also during the Second World
War sent food and clothing to fellow believ-
ers in Soviet Russia.?

In spite of the enthusiasm of various
leaders, the efforts of the Disciples in sup-
port of a Russian mission proved to be
modest in investment and limited in dura-
tion. Some of the endeavor was practically
ad hoc, such as the initial campaign for the
school and the drive for relief funds, with
limited financial results. Except for one or
two keen observers, the leaders in this
endeavor also convinced themselves that
they were dealing with a movement which
was restorationist, but from evidence at
the time and from later events this as-
sumption proved to be false. Prokhanov
was his own man, unwilling to identify
completely either with Baptists or Dis-
ciples but prepared to play up to either of
them for support. But Disciples cannot be
entirely blamed for the negative results--
timing proved to be unfortunately against
them with outside events often overtaking
their best intentions. In spite of the final
outcome, Disciples can still take pride in
the fact that they made a contribution to
evangelicals in Soviet Russia, who today
face the future with renewed hope and
opportunity.
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Webb, Continued from Cover
World War II was to prove devastating to
this body of Christians.

Jaroshevich and his wife were able
to escape Poland in 1940 and eventually
found their way to America. Meanwhile,
the area where the churches were located
was over-run first by the Russians and
later by the Germans. When the war ended,
the area where most of the churches were
situated had been annexed by Russia and
has never been returned to Poland. Many
of the churches in that sector have sur-
vived but they have been forced to merge
with several other bodies into the Evan-
gelical Baptist Church Union in Russia.

Of the 85 churches in pre-War Po-
land, only about six were located in what
became post-War Poland, and most of these
were in rural areas. Since the War, efforts
to establish new congregations have fo-
cused on cities because Poland, like most
countries, is increasingly urbanized. To-
day, the largest congregation is the
Pulawska St. Churchin Warsaw, a church
that was established by Jerzy Sacewicz
(1903-1986) in 1948. This small group of
dedicated believers was able to meet in a
bombed-out ruin on one of Warsaw’s main
thoroughfares. The building had been
three-fourths destroyed; only exterior
walls remained. Jaroshevich was able to
negotiate a purchase of the property with
funds made available from American do-
nors. A chapel was built on the lower floor
of the right half of the four story building,
and the left half and upper floors of the
right were rebuilt to include office space,
meeting rooms, and apartments for minis-
ters and for rent. The work was mostly
done by the men of the congregation. The
church prospered at that time, but in 1950
tragedy struck again. The Communist
minority in the Polish government, with
aid from Russia, seized control of the gov-
ernment. All minsters were arrested and
most served from one to three years in
prison. The building of the congregation
was seized and use of the chapel was
forbidden. Apartments were given to Com-
munists and sympathizers. During these
difficult times, five small Protestant bod-
ies, including the Churches of Christ,
formed an Evangelical Union as a means
of survival.

Gradually Communist control was
relaxed and the Pulawska St. Congrega-
tion was able to reclaim use of its chapel.
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Only since the overthrow of Communist
rule in 1989 has the congregation been
able to reclaim ownership of its building.
Several non-church families still occupy
apartments and cannot be dislodged.

Constantine Jaroshevich remained
in America following World War II. He
raised support for the work and made
several trips to Poland to encourage the
work. Meanwhile, a young Polish refugee
from one of the rural congregations in
Eastern Poland, Paul Bajko, arrived in
America as a displaced person. Earl
Stuckenbruck, of the European Evange-
listic Society, directed Bajko to Eastern
Christian College and Milligan College for
education and then encouraged him to
continue the effort of recruiting American
assistance for the Polish work.

Despite many difficulties, the
Pulawska St. Church of Christ has grown
under the leadership of Jerzy Sacewicz
and his successor and present minister,
Andrew Bajenski. Presently it is the larg-
est of the Churches of Christ in Poland.
Sacewicz maintained ties with leaders of
the Stone-Campbell Movement in the
United States and served as one of the
Vice Presidents of the World Convention
of Churches of Christ that met in Mexico
City in 1964.

At present, the Pulawska St. Church
holds two morning services. A Saturday
evening Youth Meeting regularly attracts
50 young people. The chapel can seat 125
and more are often crowded into the space.
The congregation is currently in process of
enlarging the chapel to more than double
its present seating capacity. The future is
promising.

With the collapse of Communist con-
trol in Poland, some of the denominations
in the Evangelical Union preferred to re-
vert to the former state of separation and
the Union was formally dissolved. A few of
the Churches of Christ, including a large
one in Gdansk, have been absorbed by the
Pentecostals, the largest body in the Evan-
gelical Union, and thus are no longer
counted among our churches.

Poland, like most developed nations,
is becoming more urban. Since the War
the focus of new church efforts hasbeen on
the major cities. Some of the village
churches have disappeared and new
churches have been planted in cities. A
program for organizing new work hasbeen



carefully developed and implemented.
Today there are still about 20 active
“churches” and the same number of “Mis-
sion stations” (groups that meet regularly
but are not large enough to provide elders
and deacons). The Churches of Christ/
Christian Churches own a summer camp
facility, which is a major factorin an other-
wise vigorous youth program. There is also
a home in Ostroda for senior-citizens.

A major difficulty in beginning a work
in any city is the critical shortage of hous-
ing. To begin a new work it is usually
necessary to purchase a section of an apart-
ment building, convert a portion of it into
a chapel, and house a minister in the
remaining portion. The “mission” still re-
quires continued financial subsidy because
economic conditions in Poland continue to
be very difficult.

Ministerial training is critical to the
future of the cause in Poland. To meet this
challenge, a Correspondence Bible Col-
lege has been organized under the leader-
ship of Michael Weremiejewicz and is given
assistance from TCM International and
the Department of missions - Polish Min-
istry led by Paul Bajko. Forty students are
enrolled (not all from Churches of Christ)
ina program that calls for home study and
a monthly two-day convocation for lec-
tures and consultation. Lecturers from
America and from Springdale College in
England provide instruction. Translation
and publication of religious material is
also an important part of the ministry of
Paul Bajko and TCM.

In June, 1991, the Polish Churches
met in Bielsk Podlaski, near the little
town where the work began in 1921, to
celebrate their Seventieth Anniversary.
There they dedicated the largest of the
newly erected church buildings, one of
three which have been erected during the
current year. It is clear that the end of
communist control offers new opportuni-
ties for Poland. The churches are seriously
working toward the training of ministers
to address openings that the new freedom
permits. Resources are lacking and assis-
tance from the United States is critical to
the growth of the work, but Polish churches
are poised to face the future and make
every effort to be good stewards of the
resources at their command. The Stone-
Campbell heritage is alive in Poland today.

*Henry E. Webb, Retired Professor from the
Department of Religion, Milligan College,
Milligan, Tennessee.

IN MEMORIAM

HERMAN A. NORTON, former
Trustee of the Disciples of Christ
Historical Society, was active in
helping to bring the Society to Nash-
ville. Prior toretirement, Dr. Norton
served on the faculty of Vanderbilt
Divinity School and was Dean of the
Disciples Divinity House at
Vanderbilt University. He attained

the rank of Brigadier General while
serving the U. S. Army Reserves.

WILLIAM G. WEST spoke at the
cornerstone laying for the Thomas
W. Phillips Memorial Building of
the Disciples of Christ Historical
Society. He served as Trustee of the
Society and was Chairperson of the
Board from 1954-1958. Dr. West was
Minster Emeritus of the First Chris-
tian Church of Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee.
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HERITAGE ENLIGHTENS THE FUTURE
ENDOWMENT AND CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
GoaL $1,000,000
To Date $705,704
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McAllister, Lester G. Bethany: the first
150 years. Bethany, WV : Bethany
College Press, 1990. xii, 479 p. :illus. ;
24 cm.

Some of the most interesting and
informative histories written within the
Campbell-Stone Movement are those of
institutions of higher education. This
history of Bethany College is one of those
interesting and informative works.

Bethany is among the most valu-
able histories for several reasons. From
a purely technical point of view it is
valuable because of its index, tables,
endnotes, bibliography and photographs.
One wishing to have statistics of the
college at handy access can turn to the
lists of faculty, staff, or trustees. The
bibliography acts as a guide for further
research. The endnotes are helpful for
those wanting more detail. The many
photographs are interesting even to most
who are not alumnus of Bethany College.

The contributions of Bethany Col-
lege to the heritage of the Campbell-
Stone Movement, Higher Education in
general and the United States is related
by time periods. The early chapters
relate the philosophy of Alexander
Campbell, why he developed Bethany’s
educational methods and why he estab-
lished the school in Bethany, West Vir-
ginia. The struggle of the College to
maintain high scholastic standards is
shown throughout the book.

The early periods of history are told
in a narrative style and will likely hold
the interest of the general reader more
tightly. The later periods of history may
not be as “gripping” to the general reader
since they are more succinct accounts of
activities and buildings but these peri-
odsareimportantto the history and need
to be related.

The good and the bad is related.
The strengths of the school are recounted
butthey are not romanticized. The weak-
nesses of the school are described but
they are not dwelled upon.

The general view of the heritage of
the Campbell-Stone Movement is greatly
enhanced by this work.

David I. McWhirter

ROBERT RAY AND LILIAN
BYERS ELDRED NAMED FUND

Mr. and Mrs. Eldred sailed in August
of 1902 for their chosen field of work as
missionariesin the old Belgian Congo. They
helped to organize the church at Bolenge.
In 1910 the Eldreds founded a new mission
station at Longa in the Congo. Both Mr.
and Mrs. Eldred died in the Congo, she
from illness and he from drowning. Mr.
Eldred was traveling doing evangelistic
work with H. C. Hobgood when he was
unable to swim across a swift river and
drowned before he could be reached by Mr.
Hobgood and the Africans who were travel-
ing with them. The Eldreds left behind in
America three young sons. The sons were
adopted and raised by Dr. and Mrs. Hugh
Morrison. This Named Fund isestablished
by Mrs. Dorothy Dunn Morrison.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
SHERMAN, TEXAS NAMED FUND

Founded in 1960, the Reverend Mr.
Stanley E. Hovatter was called as the first
minister. The initial building was dedi-
cated in 1962. The congregation served the
community well through its 32 years. On
Sunday, March 29, 1992, the Service of
Remembrance and Celebration was held.
In that service the congregation affirmed:
“That in terminating our visible ministry
we commit all resources of people and
property to the larger witness of the
church.” From the financial receipts of the
congregation this Named Fund was estab-
lished.

EDWIN S. AND JANEY T.
GLEAVES NAMED FUND

Dr. and Mrs. Gleaves are both gradu-
ates of David Lipscomb University where
he taught and served as Library Director.
They are active members of Otter Creek
Church of Christ where Edwin has taught
Sunday School and has preached on occa-
sions. Both have been active in the commu-
nity services of the church. Dr. Gleaves is
State Librarian and Archivist for Tennes-
see and currently serves on the Board of the
Disciples of Christ Historical Society. Heis

Continued on Page 46 45



the author of several articles concerning
library work. Mrs. Gleaves does develop-
ment work for the Bill Wilkerson Hearing
& Speech Center. They make their home in
Nashville, Tennessee.

BLAIR T. HUNT NAMED FUND

For 50 years Rev. Hunt served as
Pastor of the Mississippi Boulevard Chris-
tian Church in Memphis, Tennessee. He
was then named Pastor Emeritus. In addi-
tion to pastoring the church, Rev. Hunt
served as an educator. For 27 years he
served as Principal of the Booker T. Wash-
ington High School in Memphis. Educated
at Lee Moyn Normal Institute, he received
his B. A. degree and Bachelor of Theology
degree from Moorehouse College, Atlanta,
and his Master’s degree in education at A
& I State College, Nashville, Tennessee.
Graduate work was done at Harvard Uni-
versity. He was recognized by Howard and
Fisk Universities with special degrees. This
Named Fund has been provided by the
Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church,
Memphis, Tennessee.

ALLAN W. AND MILDRED F. LEE
NAMED FUND

For almost a half a century Allan and
Mildred Lee have served the church. Pas-
torates served were Eagle Mills Christian
Church, Troy, New York; Trinity Christian
Church, Dallas, Texas; First Christian
Church, Bremerton, Washington; and First
Christian Church, Seattle, Washington.
They are currently serving the Melissa
Christian Church in Melissa, Texas, on a
weekend basis. In 1971 they began service
with the World Convention of Churches of
Christ where Allan has served as General
Secretary. He retired from that ministry at
the end of the 1992 Convention. This Named
Fund was established by friends of the
Lees.

ROBERT HAYES PEOPLES
NAMED FUND

Dr. Peoples was a very dedicated
preacher and leader in the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ). He was recog-
nized as a great organizer and program
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builder. Prior to his death he was Pastor
Emeritus of Light of the World Christian
Church (formerly known as Second Chris-
tian Church), Indianapolis, Indiana. He
had served that congregation for 26 years.
Dr. Peoples served as a member of the
Board of Directors of Eureka College, Eu-
reka, Illinois, and as President of the Na-
tional Christian Missionary Convention
(Disciples of Christ). He was Head of the
Department of Religious Education and
Bible of Jarvis Christian Institute,
Hawkins, Texas. The Peoples-Dickson Re-
ligion Building of the James T. J. Nelson
Ervin Religion and Cultural Center on
Jarvis Christian College Campuswas dedi-
cated in 1983. This Named Fund was given
by the Light of the World Christian Church.

WILLIAM F. AND LEILA AVERY
ROTHENBURGER NAMED FUND

Dr. and Mrs. Rothenburger served
the church in many different capacities, as
authors, teachers, leaders, but primarily
asateamin their pastorates. Among those
pastorates were Franklin Circle Christian
Church, Cleveland, Ohio; First Christian
Church, Springfield, Illinois; and Third
Christian Church, Indianapolis, Indiana.
Of his ministry, his three daughters wrote:
“To him ministry is all absorbing and, in
his estimation, there is no work so inspir-
ing and fruitful.” Mrs. Rothenburger was a
poet and writer of articles for World Call.
That journal said of her: “She was a cre-
ative artist who possessed rare gifts of
conception and expression. Imagination,
sympathy, strength and candor marked
her product.” This Named Fund was estab-
lished by their daughter and son-in-law,
Ruth and Malcolm Ferguson.

JOSEPH EDISON WALKER
NAMED FUND

A man of peace who stood for the
rights of all people, J. E. Walker was a
leaderin the Memphis community for more
than three decades. After moving to Mem-
phis, Tennessee, in 1920, he became one of
the principal founders of Mississippi Bou-
levard Christian Church. Elected as the
church’s first Chairman of the Board, he
servedin thatcapacity for 38 years. Walker,



aphysician-turned-business man, wasborn
into poverty in Claiborne County, Missis-
sippi. Determined to succeed, he attended
Meharry Medical College in Nashville. In
1926 Walker was one of the principal orga-
nizers of the Memphis Negro Chamber of
Commerce which promoted and encour-
aged the development of black businesses.
That same year he was elected President of
the National Negro Insurance Association,
and in 1939 he was elected President of the
National Negro Business League. JET
magazine listed him as one of the ten most
influential black persons in America. This
Named Fund was established by Missis-
sippi Boulevard Christian Church, Mem-
phis, Tennessee.

BOOK NOTES

Fole e’ okiji, by Walter D. Cardwell and
others. (Indianapolis : Christian
Church Services for the Department
of Africa of the Division of Overseas
Ministries, Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ)). 13 vol.

A commentary on the New Testa-
ment and the prophetic books of the Old

Testament in Lunkundo.

Webb, Henry E. In search of Christian
unity : a history of the Restoration
Movement. (Cincinnati : Standard
Publishing Co., 1990)

“This book chronicles the efforts of
the Restoration Movement to achieve Chris-
tian unity from the early days . . . to the
present. Those within the fellowships of
the Movement need to confront their own
religious heritage.”

Choate,d. E. and William Woodson. Sound-
ing brass and clanging cymbals : a
history and significance ofinstrumen-
tal music in the Restoration Move-
ment, 1827-1968. (Henderson, Ten-
nessee : Freed-Hardeman University,
1990).

“In the early chapters of this book,
the story is told decade by decade in
the very words of the principal partici-
pants. .. In the latter chapters of the book
an effort is made to analyze and evaluate
the significance of the nature and necessity
of Bible authorityin religious matters which
was embedded in and exemplified by the
instrumental music controversy.”

eee LAST CALL ee¢

CONGREGATIONAL HISTORIANS
CONFERENCE

October 22-26, 1992

Disciples of Christ Historical Society
Nashville, Tennessee

The primary schedule will consist of
a historical lecture to begin the day, fol-
lowed by two workshop tracks. The pro-
gram will also provide time for personal
research and study.

Dr. Anthony L. Dunnavant, histori-
cal lecturer, will have as his subjects: A
Christian View of History, Congregations
in Context: American Christianity, Con-
gregationsin Context: The Stone-Campbell
Heritage, and Images and Approaches for
Congregational History.

Participants in the workshop will be
able to choose between two tracks for work-
shop sessions.

Track I is for congregational histori-
ans interested in gaining knowledge of the
methods of preserving local records. It will
be led by David McWhirter, Director of
Library and Archives at the Disciples of
Christ Historical Society.

Track II is for those interested in
helping their congregation celebrate a spe-
cial anniversary or to prepare a congrega-
tional history. It will beled by James Seale,
President of the Historical Society. There
will be one session open to all persons
interested in the process of getting a con-
gregational history printed. The seminar
will be limited to 50 persons.

Registration fee for the seminar is
$125 for non-members of the Historical
Society and $110 for members. The regis-
tration fee is due now.

Room and board are arranged at the
Scarritt-Bennett Center directly acrossthe
street from the Historical Society. All rooms
are single with a connecting bath between
each tworooms. The costis $200 per person
for room and meals. If local housing is not
needed but some meals with the group are
desired, an appropriate reduction will be
made. A $40 reservation fee will hold a
room for you.

For registration forms or further in-
formation call or write: (615)327-1444.
1101 19th Ave. S., Nashville, TN 37212
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Cane Ridge in Context:
Perspectives on Barton W. Stone and the Revival

Contributors: C. Leonard Allen, Paul M. Blowers, Ronald P. Byars, Anthony.L.
Dunnavant, Newton B. Fowler, Jr., Richard L. Harrison, Jr., Samuel S. Hill,
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unnoticed for much of our history. Dr. Douglas A. Foster, Assistant Professor of Church
History and Assistant Director of the Center for Restoration Studies, Abilene Christian
University.

This book examines the legacy of Barton W. Stone and the Cane Ridge revival froma variety
of perspectives--denominational and interpretive. It places Stone and the revival in the
contexts of 1) the historical memories of the Stone-Campbell churches, 2) Reformed
theology and frontier Presbyterianism, and 3) the changing shape of American Christianity
emerging from the early nineteenth century. Those who study the history of American
Christianity especially as it related to the frontier, revivalism, ecumenism, the Stone-
Campbell movement, and the Reformed heritage will wish to read Cane Ridge in Context.

Hardcover, $14.95 plus $2.00 shipping & handling 6"x9",150 pp. (approx.)
Includes Notes and Index
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A NEW BEGINNING

With Volume 53, No. 1, of
Discipliana the Disciples of Christ His-
torical Society will expand the historical
journal from its 16 pages to 32 pages. This
has long been a dream of the Society
which will come to fruition in 1993. An
editorial committee consisting of Richard
Harrison, Jr., Chairperson; Kenneth
Henry, Richard Hughes, Henry Webb,
Newell Williams, and Eva Jean Wrather
will guide the development of the en-
larged journal. This committee has been
at work for the last six months making
preparations for this enlarging of
Discipliana.

This venture is being undertakenin
faith. An increase in membership fees
was considered as a way to handle the
increased cost of producing Discipliana,
but it was decided to put the year-end
emphasis for endowment funds on the
added cost with the hope an increase in
endowment would offset the increased
cost in production and thus would not
require a membership increase.

To adequately underwrite this in-
creased cost would require an addition to
the endowment of the Society of about
$50,000. You can have a part in helping
the Society reach this goal. It is not an
unreal one and it would offset the need
for an increase in membership fees.

As you plan your year-end giving,
please consider a special gift to the His-
torical Society for this worthy purpose. It
will mean that four times a year you will
receive an expanded Discipliana with
longer and more definitive articles in it.
The editorial committee is looking seri-
ously at its task of not only considering
articles which are submitted by you, the
readers, but of reaching out to ask schol-
ars and writers to produce articles which
would have meaning to the readers of
Discipliana. There will be less informa-
tion about memberships and donations to
the Society in the new volume. That in-
formation will be carried in an annual
financial report to the membership. Your
gift is needed as well as historical papers
you may submit.

James M. Seale, President



A Portrait of Union, Long Fork, Salt Lick
and Bagdad Christian Churches
Four Early Restoration Churches in the Mulkey Orbit
by Peggy Scott Holley

It is inevitable that the sensational
camp meetings in Kentucky in the early
1800s receive most of the attention when
the early restoration movement in the old
southwest is discussed. Since Presbyte-
rian minister Barton W. Stone was promi-
nent at those camp meetings and well-
known in the later restoration movement,
Presbyterian influence has been empha-
sized. There was, however, another strain
of influence coming through the Separate
Baptists. John Mulkey, who took the
Mill Creek Baptist Church near
Tompkinsville, Kentucky, into the resto-
ration movementin 1809, isthe best known
evangelist of this background.! This paper
examines four rural churches that were
under the influence of Mulkey and the Mill
Creek Church. Three were locatedin North
Central Tennessee and one in South Cen-
tral Kentucky. Some of the records from
these four churches have survived.2 These
records, which cover the period 1820-1932,
give insight into restoration churches that
were in fellowship with the Stone and later
the Campbell movement but were of a
different origin.

Union, Long Fork and Salt Lick Chris-
tian Churches were all on the elevated
plateau called the Highland Rim. The ridge
of the Rim passes through the center of
present day Macon County, Tennessee,
leaving the area to the north, where these
churches were located, in an area cultur-
allyidentified with Kentucky. Thiswas the
poorer and less productive part of the area
and was pro-Union during the Civil War.
Bagdad Church was located south of the
Rim in old Jackson County (present day
Smith County), Tennessee. This region was
identified with the Cumberland area in
Tennessee and was pro-Confederate dur-
ing the war.

Tobacco, the staple crop of the area,
was in a depression which lasted from the
1820s to the 1850s. The land was owned by
either yeoman farmers or planters with
small plantations. Blacks comprised only
about one-sixth of the total population.
Settlement was sparse, having only begun
about thirty years before the beginning of
the records. Tompkinsville, Kentucky, one

of the larger towns nearby and the town
nearest to Mulkey’s Mill Creek Church,
had only about 200 inhabitants in 1830.

Records for Union, Long Fork and Salt
Lick Churches are all recorded in one book.
The earliest entries in this book are from
the Union Christian Church in Monroe
County, Kentucky. This church met on
Line Creek near the Tennessee border.
Many of its members were related to the
members at Mulkey’s Mill Creek Church
which was located about ten miles to the
northeast. Union once had abuilding, prob-
ably of log construction similar to the Mill
Creek Church building.? Nothing remains
on the Union site at present except a cem-
etery, still called Old Union, which con-
tains a few headstones and several
unmarked graves.

The first date mentioned in the Union
records was July 18, 1820, when a letter of
dismissal was granted to a member. This
date was only eleven years after the Mill
Creek Church had determined to follow the
“Bible alone”. Union Church was probably
older than the first entry, however, since
records began only after a clerk had been
named. The membership list for the year
1820 made no mention of how or when
these earliest members came tobe a part of
the congregation. Later, additional mem-
bers were designated as either conver-
sionsor transfers from other churches. The
Union records cover only the period 1820-
1825 although the church probably re-
mained in existence for at least twenty-
three more years.*

The Long Fork Church consisted of
residents of Smith (now Macon) County,
Tennessee, who lived along Long Fork
Creek in the center of the county. Little is
known about this church since the only
remaining records are the names of those
who were baptized at the monthly meet-
ings for the years 1822-1824 and removals
during the same period. It is not known
how these records came to be included in
the Union and Salt Lick records unless
Long Fork was considered an arm of Union
Church.

The Salt Lick Christian Church was
locatedin the north eastern corner of Smith
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(now Macon) County near Salt Lick
Creek. Memberslived in northern Smith
(now Macon) and Jackson (now Clay)
Counties in Tennessee. Records for this
church began in 1825 and continued to
1854. The clerk of Union Church moved
his membership to Salt Lick Church in
1825 and was appointed clerk there in
1826. This undoubtedly explains why
the Union records from 1820-1825 and
the Salt Lick records are together.

The Bagdad Christian Church was
located in what is now northern Smith
County, Tennessee, near the present
Jackson County line. It was founded
about 1830 and by 1836 was reported in
the Millennial Harbinger as having about
one-hundred members. The surviving
records begin with a membership list for
1844 and continue to 1932.

It is possible that three or even all

four of these churches were founded by
Philip Mulkey, brother to John Mulkey.
Philip, an active evangelist, lived in Jack-
son County in the early years. His obituary
in the Millennial Harbinger credited him
with having been “the first who taught the
ancient gospel in Tennessee.” At least it
canbe said that he was highly regarded by
the churches since they called on him to

help solve a problem in 1825.

The records indicate that these
churches were in fellowship with each other
and with Mill Creek, Lafayette, and
Jennings Creek. At least seven members
from Long Fork and fifteen from Union
later became members at Salt Lick. One
couple transferred from Long Fork to Mill
Creek and several at Bagdad were once on
the Union and Salt Lick records. Brother-
hood publications also linked these
churches to Snow Creek and Fort Blount.
The same evangelists visited these

churches on monthly rotations.

Aswas the Baptist custom, Long Fork,
Union and Salt Lick met regularly on only
one Sunday each month even though many
restorationists were arguing for weekly
meetings on the premise that the Lord’s
Supper should be taken weekly. In 1836
the church at Bagdad reported that it had
nearly one hundred members, only a few of
which met every Lord’s day.® Weekly meet-
ings were probably very difficult for rural
members. Salt Lick Church defied current
opinion and continued to meet monthly

into the 1850s.
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In addition to monthly worship the
churches often met together at camp meet-
ings, which continued to be popular. The
only camp meeting mentioned by its name
in the records was at Jennings Creek in
Jackson County, Tennessee in 1824. That
there were many other area wide meet-
ings, however, is evidenced by the number
of people who were placed on the roll of one
churchimmediately after havingbeenbap-
tized at another. By the 1840s mention was
made of a “protracted meeting.” This may
have been a meeting where people returned
to their homes at night or could be just
another name for a camp meeting.

There are a few entries in the records
that give incite into the ordinary life of the
churches. Once Salt Lick Church met for a
trial between two of the brothers. On an-
other occasion Union Church called a
woman to come before the church and give
an account of her conduct. Often members
were excluded, then repented and were
reinstated. Others left permanently due to
disputes over doctrine. The Bagdad records
give much attention to the ordination of
elders and evangelists. None of the records
included a covenant or statement of faith.
This was most likely due to the reaction
against creeds. Most of what is known
about the teachings of the churches must
be deduced from the writings by or about
the evangelists who served them.

Samuel DeWitt, who was baptized at
Union Churchin 1820, became the primary
evangelist at Salt Lick and at Bagdad as




well as at Jennings Creek in Jackson County
and the church at Snow Creek in current
Smith County.” DeWitt maintained a long
relationship with members of the Mulkey
family and was mentioned with both Philip
and John Mulkey in the Christian Messen-
ger lists of evangelists in Tennessee.?

Evangelists or proclaimers were re-
quired tobe formally ordained. The ordina-
tion process involved fasting, prayer and
the laying on of hands. Once ordained,
evangelists baptized, ordained elders and
deacons and even excluded fellow evange-
lists when necessary.® Their primary lead-
ership role among these churches can be
seen in excerpts from a letter in the Chris-
tian Messenger written by a Bagdad mem-
ber who was concerned because evangelist
Samuel DeWitt was considering a move to
Illinois.

We have appointed Elders and

Deacons to attend to the affairs of

the church; but we are very much

at aloss for proclaimers. ... We are

in possession of the good Book to

direct our course to heaven. We

have a good many hands, but we

lack the skill and perhaps the zeal

which is necessary to build up the

house of God. . . . I fear that unless

some man or men fit for the task

will come to our assistance, that

the above named churches, or mem-

bers of the church at the above

named places, will decrease in-

stead of increasing; not because

we have not a good cause or do not

understand the right way, but be-

cause we need some person to stir

us up to put in execution what we

have learned, and to encourage us

topersevere through persecution.®

In addition to the evangelists, the local
churches alsohad elders. In 1826, the Chris-
tian Messenger referred to Samuel DeWitt,
John and Philip Mulkey, and a number of
other evangelists, as elders.!! Perhaps the
evangelists served as traveling elders in
the early years. No local elders were men-
tioned in Union Church in the 1820s, only
deacons and aclerk. When Salt Lick Church
records began in 1825, however, that con-
gregation had one local elder. Other elders
were appointed in 1837, 1842 and 1847. All
were over fifty years of age when named
and a “senior elder” was in his seventies.
The elder appointed at Salt Lick in 1842

was said to have been “ordained by Samuel
DeWitt, an Elder (Elder marked through)
Evangelist of the Christian Church”. At
the ordination of an evangelist at Bagdad
in 1850, Samuel DeWitt was said to have
“acted as an elder.” Evangelists were often
elders but elders seldom became evange-
lists. Bagdad even reported in the Chris-
tian Messenger that her local elders were
“inexperienced in public speaking, though
old in years.”

In addition to the elders, other local
churchleaders were the deacons and clerks.
The first mention of deacons was at the
Union Churchin 1820 when a deacon moved
away and two others were appointed in his
place. Two deacons were “appointed and
ordained” at Salt Lick in 1826 and another
in 1842. They ranged in age from twenty-
four to thirty-one at the time of their ap-
pointments. None of the nine deacons who
were mentioned by name in the four
churches was ever made an elder. The
deaconate was apparently not a stepping-
stone to the eldership.

Union and Salt Lick Churches ap-
pointed a clerk at the same time that they
named deacons. Henry McWhorter, was
appointed clerk at Union in 1820 and at
Salt Lick in 1826. He signed his name
Henry McWhorter CCC, presumably Chris-
tian Church Clerk. When he left the areain
1840, the person who kept the records from
1840-1854 at Salt Lick was not officially
appointed or named. Elders seem to have
kept the records at Bagdad but at Trace
Creek, an offshoot of Salt Lick, there was
still an official clerk in 1852.

The first membership lists at Union
and Salt Lick do not explain the basis on
which the first members were admitted to
fellowship. However, since many on the
lists were either from Mill Creek Baptist
Church or were related to those at Mill
Creek, it can be assumed that they had
been admitted to the Baptist faith by re-
counting a conversion experience to prove
their election by God after which they were
baptized by immersion. Admission toearly
Christian churches from Baptist churches
was by letter on the basis of former bap-
tism. Mode of baptism was identical and
purpose was not yet a problem. Strangely
however, in the period 1820-1825 at both
Long Fork and Union almost all new con-
verts continued to relate an experience
before baptism even though the churches
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had taken the name Christian Church and
had presumably renounced predestination.
At Salt Lick from 1825 until 1832 about a
third (sixteen) of the new converts related
an experience in the Baptist tradition even
after other practices were gaining acceptance.

Other methods of admission for new
converts at Salt Lick from 1825-1832 in-
cluded baptism with no mention of an expe-
rience (seventeen), confession or profes-
sion of faith (seven) and confession or pro-
fession of faith followed by baptism (seven).
Six Methodists were accepted by letter
without mention of baptism by immersion.
This short-lived “open admission” policy
was similar to that of the Stone movement
in the 1820s. By the early thirties Salt Lick
began to be more exclusive. After 1831 no
one was accepted on the basis of a letter
from the Methodists, Baptists or any other
group except a Christian Church. After
1832 no further mention was made of any-
one giving an experience and 1834 was the
last year that someone was admitted on
profession of faith with no mention of bap-
tism. After 1834 all admissions were on the
basis of baptism, confession/profession of
faith followed by baptism, or a letter from
another Christian Church. The admission
changes brought Salt Lick Church more
into conformity with the Campbell
movement’s position that baptism by im-
mersion was absolutely essential and prob-
ably included the belief that baptism was
“for the remission of sins”. There is abso-
lutely no evidence, however, that members
who had been accepted under the more
open admission policy were ever required
to conform to the new standards.

The first contact with Campbell’s
views on baptism in the Mulkey-DeWitt
churches may have come through the evan-
gelist Benjamin F. Hall. In 1826 Hall was
visiting the Gist family on the Kentucky-
Tennessee border near Union Church.
While his host and hostess were occupied
with other things, Hall read the Campbell-
McCalla debate and became convinced that
baptism was for the remission of sins.
Immediately after this, he visited a service
at Mill Creek where Samuel DeWitt was
preaching with John Mulkey in attendance.
After DeWitt spoke, Hall was asked to
speak and he expounded his new under-
standing of baptism. It was Hall’s belief
that he convinced John Mulkey and that
Mulkey preached this “ancient gospel” from
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that time in the churches of the area.'?Ifso,
it took about seven years for Campbell’s
position to become the exclusive practice in
the Salt Lick Church.

Membership at Union and Salt Lick
was open to blacks from the beginning of
the records in the 1820s. The number of
blacks decreased in the 1830s and 1840s,
however, and none were mentioned by the
1850s. Out of over 300 members listed at
the two churches only sixteen were black.
Twelve slaves were mentioned by their
Christian names with their owner’s name
as a possessive, i.e. Ferguson’s Charlotte.
All the slave owner families owned less
than fifteen slaves and were members of
the churches. Four of the black members
were listed without an owner’s name and
may have been free.

The Bagdad records refer to ten black
members who were listed as “servants.”
Their last names indicate that they were
either owned or had once been owned by
church members. Matilda Young was on
the first membership list in 1844 and on
every list to 1874 making her a faithful
member for at least thirty years. If she
were a slave when she became a member
she was at least free after the Civil War.

One of the frequently mentioned blacks
was Brother Moses, an evangelist. He was
reprimanded at Union Church in 1821 for
baptizing his black brethren without hav-
ing first been ordained. After ordination
the following September at the Jennings
Creek Camp Meeting, he preached until
early 1825 when he was excluded from the
fellowship of the churches due to immoral
conduct. The exclusion took place at Brother
Drapers, presumably his owner, and was
performed by Phillip Mulkey and Samuel
DeWitt. By 1844 servant Moses Draper
was on the membership list at Bagdad and
received a letter of dismissal from that
church in 1851.

The Separate Baptists were very watch-
ful of the morals of their congregations.
These Mulkey-DeWitt churches continued
the practice for a time. In the 1820s thir-
teen people were excluded from Union and
Salt Lick due to immorality. Usually the
exact nature of the immorality was not
given but occasionally a woman would be
charged with bastardy, gossip or lying and
a man with excessive drinking or fighting.
Two black men received the longest expla-
nation for expulsion. The first was “legally
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excluded” for “immoral and unchristian
conduct in several instances” and the sec-
ond for “falsely accusing Moses to his wife
Hannah, for saying and gainsaying and
falsely accusing and contradicting Brother
Brown and Moses in the evidence against
him.” By the 1830s the number of expul-
sions at Salt Lick was only half that of the
1820s. Only one person was said to have
been immoral, three were dismissed for
“illiberal talk” and no reason was given for
three exclusions. By the 1840s and 1850s
the practice had virtually ceased with only
one expulsion for intemperance. On the
1844 membership list at Bagdad eight
people out of 119 were “excluded.” From
1845 until the end of the Civil War three
people were “excluded,” eight were “ex-
pelled” and one was “suspended.” From the
Civil War until 1932 only one person was
“withdrawn from.”

Members who left the churches volun-
tarily but remained in the area were said
to have “withdrawn” or to have “with-
drawn in disorder.” One man was said to
have withdrawn due to “dissatisfaction of
doctrines held by the church.” Eight people
left to join either the Methodist or the
Baptists. Four were given letters of dis-
missal to be given to these groups though
two were given “no letter.” Two women
were said to have “united with the Bap-
tists.” No mention was made of Presbyte-
rians in any of the records.

In 1850, both Methodist and Baptist
memberships in Macon County, where
Salt Lick was located, outnumbered the
Christian and Presbyterian Church mem-
berships six to one. Methodist church prop-
erty was valued at $2,400, Baptistat $1,050,
the Christian Church at $200 and the Pres-
byterian at only $50. In Jackson County,
where Bagdad was located, Baptist, Chris-
tian and Presbyterian membership was
about equal but Methodist membership
and property value was larger than the
other three combined.!?

By far the greatest number of people
who left the four churches were not dissat-
isfied with the churches but were leaving
the area. The records listed them as “re-
moved,” “moved off,” “left,” or “gone.” Forty-
three people from Union, Long Fork and
Salt Lick applied between 1820-1854 for
letters of dismissal to present to their
future churches. Seventeen people left with-
out letters and in seventeen cases no letter

was mentioned. Some moved to Illinois*
but most seem to have gone to the newly
opened lands of the Jackson Purchase in
western Tennessee and Kentucky.

The first restoration movement church
in West Tennessee, the Roan’s Creek
Church in Carroll County, was started by
members from the Union Church in the
early 1820s. Camp meetings on the prop-
erty of former Union member Christopher
Gist were mentioned in the Christian Mes-
senger in the early 1830s.15 It was reported
in the Millennial Harbinger that the
congregation had about 40 members in
1834.1¢ Tradition maintains that Samuel
DeWitt visited this churchinits early days
because his wife, Mary McWhorter DeWitt,
had family there and that he baptized some
of Roans Creek’s first converts.!’

Bagdad lost only a few people per year
between 1844-1860 except for the year 1852
when twenty-two members, including one
of the elders, left within a short period. At
least one of the families in the group re-
moved to Texas, which had recently joined
the United States.

The following dismissal letter issued
by Union Church in 1820 is typical of the
dismissal letters recorded in the records.
The letters were often also recorded in the
records of the new church to which they
were presented.

Thisis to certify that Brother L. M.

has been a member among us for a

number of years and lived with us

in love and fellowship and is now

about to leave us by removal. We

therefore commend him to God and

to the word of his grace and to any

society of Christians.

Signed by order of the Church.

H(enry) M(cWhorter)

The Salt Lick records end in 1854,
about one year after the death of evangelist
Samuel DeWitt.'® The U.S. Religious Cen-
sus for 1850 listed two Christian Churches
in Macon County but the 1860 Census re-
ported only one. It was difficult for rural
churches to survive, for, in addition to the
loss of members by migration, the churches
lost members to the developing towns. Even
those who did not leave the community
were able to travel further as roads im-
proved. Members of Union and Salt Lick
Churches were close to Gamaliel, Kentucky,
where there was an old Christian Church
and to the new Trace Creek Church in
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Jackson (now Clay) County.' Long Fork
was near Lafayette, the one remaining
Christian Church in Macon County.

The four rural churches represented in
the records were under the influence of
Samuel DeWitt and the Mulkey brothers
and interacted with other churches of the
same background. They retained much of
their Baptist heritage for many years while
adding elements from the Stone and later
the Campbell Movements. Salt Lick, Union
and Long Fork were no longer meeting by
the end of the Civil War. Bagdad continued
as a rural church well into the twentieth
century but its membership declined to
only a few people. The influence of these
rural restoration churches continued, how-
ever, in the growing town churches, in log
churches on far flung frontiers and wher-
ever else restless former members chose to
deposit their letters of dismissal.

Notes

1. E. Clayton Gooden, “John Mulkey: The
Man With A Majority,” Discipliana 24(Janu-
ary, 1965), p. 75.

2. The original records for Salt Lick, Union
and LongFork arein the possession of Harold
Blankenship, Lafayette, Tennessee. A copy
is on file at the Disciples of Christ Historical
Society Library, Nashville, Tennessee. A tran-
scription of the Bagdad records is also on file.

3. Mill Creek is now called the Old Mulkey
Meeting House and is designated a Kentucky
State Shrine.

4. Christian Review 1 (1848), p. 190. Line
Creek attended a cooperation meeting at Red
Boiling Springs in 1848. This was most likely
Union.

5. Millennial Harbinger 15 (January, 1844),
p. 239.

6. James Young, Millennial Harbinger 8
(1837), p. 42.

7. Bagdad, Union and Jennings Creek
Churches paid DeWitt $125 for nine months
employment in 1848. Christian Review 1
(1848), p. 190. Bagdad records also show an
$80 per year contribution to DeWitt in the
years 1850-1853.

8. Christian Messenger 2 (1826), p. 21.
DeWittbaptized John Newton Mulkey, evan-
gelist son of John Mulkey.

9. Philip Mulkey and Samuel DeWitt ex-
cluded Brother Moses in 1825.

10. Young, p. 42. DeWitt either did not go or
returned very quickly.

11. Christian Messenger 2 (1826), p. 21.

12. The Autobiography of B. F. Hall, unpub-
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lished transcription in the Barker Library,
University of Texas, p. 63.

13. 1850 Religious Census of Tennessee.

14. Philip Mulkey, and other members of the
Mulkey family, moved to Illinois. Philip be-
came the “father of the restoration in south of
Ilinois.” Millennial Harbinger 15(Jan, 1844),
p- 239.

15. Christian Messenger 6 (1832), p. 94. and
7 (1833) p. 28.

16. J. R. Howard, Millennial Harbinger
(1834), p. 528. Howard was disturbed that
Roan’s Creek Church did not meet every
Lord’s Day.

17. William M. Pinkley, The One Hundred
Fiftieth Anniversary Story of Roan’s Creek
Church of Christ, (Jackson, TN: Laycook
Printing Co., 1975), p. 7. Levi McWhorter
was a charter member at Roan’s Creek. It is
most likely his dismissal letter given above.
18. Samuel DeWitt is buried in Gamaliel
Cemetery, Gamaliel, Ky.

19. A transcription of the records of the
Trace Creek Church Hermitageisonfileatthe
Disciples of Christ Historical Society Library.
These records cover the years 1852-1874.

Peggy Scott Holley—instructor in Ameri-
can History, Austin Community College and
adjunct faculty member in American Church
History—Institute for Christian Studies in
Austin, Texas.

IN MEMORIAM

Roscoe M. Pierson died at his home
in Port St. Lucie, Florida, on Octo-
ber 23, 1992. He was retired librar-
ian from Lexington Theological
Seminary and was Trustee Emeri-
tus of the Disciples of Christ His-
torical Society, having served for a
number of years as Secretary to the
Board of Trustees.




Largest Meeting House
by Hilda E. Koontz

We ought to have the largest meet-

ing house in Washington City, and

there . .. stand up in the presence

of Kings and earth’s nobility, and

proclaim the Unknown Gospel . . .

So wrote Alexander Campbell in the
June 1851 issue of the Millennial Harbin-
ger after his visit to Washington in 1850
where he met with 34 Disciples who had
formed the first Christian Church in the
city. They had begun as a group of eight
persons meeting in the home of Dr. James
T. Barclay in December, 1843. He was
their “evangelist” until he went to Jerusa-
lem in 1851 as the first foreign missionary
of the Disciples of Christ.

The group continued to gather in
homes until their number made it neces-
sary to rent larger quarters. They were
meetingin City Hall when they were joined
by James A. Garfield who came to Wash-
ington in 1863 to serve his first term as a
Congressional Representative from Ohio.
During his nine terms in Congress he
occasionally preached to the Washington
congregation and frequently served at the
Lord’s Table on Sundays. The cup and
flagon of the communion service in use at
the time of his death are a part of the
worship service at National City Church
each Sunday morning.

When Garfield was elected President
in 1881 the congregation was worship-
ping in a small wooden chapel which they
had purchased and moved to a site on
Vermont Avenue not far from the White
House. It became the “state church” as
hundreds of visitors came on Sundays to
see the President. One irate visitor was
heard to say, “It is an outrage that the
President of the United States should wor-
shipin thatlittle Campbellite shanty where
the people can’t get at him.”

If Frederick D. Power, minister of the
Vermont Avenue Christian Church, did
not “stand up in the presence of Kings,”
Campbell would surely have been pleased
that the “Unknown Gospel” was being pro-
claimed in the presence of the highest
elected official of the United States! After
the President’s death from an assassin’s
bullet, Dr. Power conducted his funeral as
his body lay in state in the Capitol.

Gifts immediately began to pour in
from Disciples across the nation for a me-
morial church which was dedicated in 1884
in the presence of President Arthur and his
cabinet, Congressional leaders and hun-
dreds who crowded into the new church.
Flowers for the service were furnished by
the White House and a vacant pew was
draped in black as a memorial to Garfield.

But this building could not accommo-
date the increase in membership which
came with the outbreak of World War I,
and Earle Wilfley, who had succeeded Dr.
Power in 1910, decided to pursue
Campbell’s dream of a National Church
for the Disciples of Christ. In convention
after convention he made his plea, and
finally in 1926 at Memphis, R. A. Long,
noted lumberman and philanthropist,
challenged the Brotherhood to agree to
erect a National Church if he would con-
tribute $100,000 toward it. The motion
was passed, and the terms drawn up which
included essentially: a campaign to raise
funds for the erection of the church would
be carried on through the Department of
Church Erection; title to the property
would be held by a holding corporation of
15 members of the Brotherhood, of whom
at least 8 would be non-residents of the
District of Columbia, and the members of
the Vermont Avenue Christian Church
would become the congregation of the Na-
tional Church with the responsibility of
conducting its services and maintaining
thelife and work of the church. For the sum
of ten dollars the Vermont Avenue Church
turned over all of its property to the newly
formed corporation.

John Russell Pope was selected to de-
sign the church. He was later to be the
architect of the Jefferson Memorial, the
Archives Building and the National Gal-
lery of Arts in Washington. "Gifts and
pledges for the new church came from over
40,000 Disciples and 2,000 congregations.

The completed edifice was dedicated
on October 19, 1930 midway between the
International Convention and the first
World Convention of the Churches of Christ,
meeting in Washington at that time. The
Disciples of Christ did not have “the larg-
est meeting house” in Washington but they
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surely have one of the most beautiful, and
Campbell might well have been pleased.

Dr. Wilfley retired because ofill health
in 1931, and was succeeded by Dr. Harvey
H. Harmon who served from 1931-1933, to
be followed by Dr. Raphael Harwood Miller,
from 1933-1941. Unfortunately, the Great
Depression made it impossible for many to
pay the pledges they had made for the
National Church. The tremendous debt
left on the sanctuary building was the
source of much additional and difficult
labor on the part of Dr. Miller and Dr. J.
Warren Hastings who succeeded him in
1942, when Dr. Miller left to become Editor
of The Christian Evangelist. They had to
devote themselves not only to their pasto-
ral duties but to raising money for the debt
on the Brotherhood’s sanctuary. Member-
ship in the church increased greatly in the
1930’s and particularly in 1940’s, when the
war brought an influx of people to the city.
The number rose to over 2,000, many of
whom were young people to whom the
church fulfilled its motto of being “A home
away from home.” Most of these govern-
ment workers returned to their home states
after the war, but National City has re-
mained in their affections and interests
through the years.

When the mortgage was finally paid
off in 1950, a campaign was immediately
begun for the erection of the Campbell
Building to adjoin the sanctuary and an-
swer the desperate need for education,
programming and social facilities. The
building was dedicated in 1954, and was
followed in 1961 with the Wilfley Prayer
Chapel, the gift of Mrs. Grace Phillips
Johnson who had it built as a copy of
Campbell’s study in Bethany. After the
untimely death of Dr. Hastings from a
heart attack in 1960, Dr. George R. Davis
began his ministry in 1961.

Lyndon Baines Johnson began to at-
tend National City when he was Vice Presi-
dent. On January 20, 1965, the day of his
inauguration as President, a prayer ser-
vice was held at his request at the church
preceding the inaugural ceremonies. At-
tending the service were the Johnson fam-
ily, Vice President and Mrs. Hubert H.
Humphrey, cabinet ministers, Supreme
Court Justices, Congressional leaders, and
members of the Diplomatic Corps. Dr.
Davis gave one of the inaugural prayers.
The Johnsons frequently attended morn-
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ing worship services at National City, and
the President took unusual delight in going
to the coffee hour and visiting with the
congregation. His presence brought many
visitors, and prominent government lead-
ers frequently participated in church ac-
tivities. President Johnson was made an
honorary elder as were also Generals Max-
well Taylor and Omar Bradley. One of the
most impressive services ever held at Na-
tional City Church was the State Funeral
conducted for the late President Johnson
on January 23, 1973. It was nationally
televised and attended by the Johnson
family, President and Mrs. Nixon, Vice
President and Mrs. Agnew, Supreme Court
Justices, members of Congress and the
Diplomatic Corps.

Dr. Davis retired at the end of June,
1976, and Dr. Granville Walker came with
his wife, Erline, to serve as Interim Minis-
ter from July to December, 1976. Dr. Wil-
liam C. Howland, Jr., started his ministry
with the church on February 1,1977,and a
new era began.

The National City Christian Church
Corporation had continued to meet annu-
ally but lacking an office and a staff, had
remained relatively inactive for many years
prior to 1977. But with Howland’s coming
and new leadership in the corporation, the
picture changed. Dr. A. Dale Fiers was
elected President of the Board of Trustees,
and serving as Executive Vice President
was John H. Davis, former Assistant Secre-
tary of Agriculture.

Spurred on strongly by trustee
Theodore P. Beasley, the corporation be-
gan a capital campaign, set new goals for
the endowment fund, contributed suffi-
cient funds to set up a corporation office
with William L. Miller, Jr., as Vice Presi-
dent for Development and Gertrude A. A.
Dimke as Administrative Assistant, and
started a far reaching program of renova-
tion and construction. The greatest need
of the church’s physical plant was for a
complete renovation of the sanctuary
which after fifty years was badly in need of
repairs. Restoration began in June, 1980,
and was completed in January, 1981, just
in time for the only public worship service
sponsored by the Presidential Inaugural
Committee for the inauguration of Presi-
dent Reagan, held at the church on Janu-
ary 13, 1981.



The church ended its 50th anniver-
sary year with a Golden Jubilee celebra-
tion October 15-18, 1981, which brought
hundreds of former members back for the
festivities. Dr. Fred B. Craddock addressed
the Welcoming Dinner Friday night; the J.
Warren Hastings stained glass window
was rededicated Saturday afternoon and
the Raphael Harwood Miller Prayer
Chapel was dedicated that evening, fol-
lowed by a gala banquet addressed by Dr.
Raphael H. Miller Jr., and Dr. A. Dale
Fiers; and on Sunday morning the rededi-
cation of the restored sanctuary took place
in the morning worship service.

The beauty of the sanctuary was fur-
ther enhanced in 1981 by two stained glass
windows in memory of Presidents Garfield
and Johnson, and an antiphonal organ,
given by Mrs. Pearl Neugent Nordan, who,
with a later gift, provided for the installa-
tion of a five manual, state-of-the-art con-
sole (the firstin Washington), giving a total
of 7,592 pipes for the two organs, and mak-
ing the Great Organ one of the finest in the
world. There were many other gifts by
individuals and churches which added
greatly to the grandeur of the restored
sanctuary. The decade from 1981-1990 was
aperiod of tremendous growth in the facili-
ties of the National Church. In September,
1982, bulldozers were brought in to ex-
cavate the area under the sanctuary, add-
ing 9,900 feet of space. It has been used for
a music suite, complete with a rehearsal/
recital hall, offices and robing rooms, an
audio-video control center with the latest
equipment for recording and broadcasting;
a columbarium with almost 4,000 spaces
forinurnment; and the William C. Howland,
dJr., Center for National City Ministries
which is in constant use by the congrega-
tion and Disciple, ecumenical, community
and otherorganizations to which the church
makes it available. In 1983 ground was
broken for the Theodore Prentiss Beasley
Building, the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Beasley,
which has provided the church with ad-
equate office space for the first time in its
history, as well as conference rooms, a
visitors center, an international gift shop,
and several suites which are occupied by
church-related, nonprofit organizations.

New facilities have made possible a
greatly expanded program of ministries.
The splendid organs have made National
City an outstanding music center in the

city, with weekly midday concerts and the
presentation in concerts of organ virtuosos
from around the world. The Community
Children’s Ministry has gained national
and local recognition for its work with the
underprivileged childrenin the area around
the church, and the program has grown
from a summer activity to an all-year pro-
gram for children and their parents. The
International Crafts Shop provides a mar-
ket outlet for artisans in emerging coun-
tries to gain economic independence. A
thrift shop provides donated clothing and
household articles at minimum prices for
neighborhood people. Howland Center and
other conference rooms have been used by
the National Council and World Council of
Churches, the Columbia Lighthouse for
the Blind, Habitat for Humanity, and the
Conference of Regional Ministers and Mod-
erators, to mention just a few. Each year
several hundred overnighters are hosted
by the church, which makes it possible,
particularly for young people, to see the
nation’s capital.

Space permits the mention of only a
few recent historic services. On November
13, 1983, National City joined with the Mt.
Olivet Lutheran Church in a celebration of
the 100th anniversary of the Vermont Av-
enue Church Building, dedicated to Presi-
dent Garfield and purchased by the Mt.
Olivet Church in 1953. On April 19, 1985,
the church celebrated the final payment of
the debt on the Campbell Building, a debt
owed by the denomination but carried by
the National City congregation until the
corporation took it over in 1981. In 1987 as
apart of the observance of the U. S. Consti-
tution Bicentennial, packets of study ma-
terials and Scrolls of Affirmation were sent
to 4,227 congregations. The signed scrolls
have been placed in the church’s Archives
Room. For this program the church re-
ceived in 1988 from the Public Relations
Society of America the Silver Anvil Award,
its highest honor, as well as recognition
from the government.

In special services the church recog-
nized the Diplomates honored by the cor-
poration: Theodore P. Beasley in 1978,
John H. Davis in 1981, Pearl Neugent
Nordan in 1984, A. Dale Fiers in 1987,
Gertrude A. A. Dimke in 1990, and Oscar
Haynes in 1991.

On October 5-7, 1990, the church cel-
ebrated its 60th anniversary with activi-
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ties which included an address by Dr. Roy
L. Griggs at the Homecoming Celebration
Dinner; a rededication of the refurbished
Wilfley Prayer Chapel with remarksby Dr.
D. Duane Cummins; a masterful historical
address by Dr. A. Dale Fiers at the Anni-
versary Celebration Banquet, and a Ser-
vice of Renewal and Recommitment on
Sunday morning with Dr. Howland preach-
ing. Following the morning service the
Archives Room was dedicated with remarks
by Dale W. Brown and Dr. Lester G.
McAllister.

The National City Christian Church
faces the last decade of the 20th century
with the best relationship which has ex-
isted between the corporation, representing
the denomination, and the congregation;
with the finest facilities it has ever had,
and the determination to use themin ways
which will honor the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) as it ever seeks to
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in this
city and the world.

Hilda Koontz (left) is Historian for National
City Christian Church, Washington, D. C.
She is pictured with May Reed, Assistant to
the Director of Library & Archives, Disciples
of Christ Historical Society, at the recent
Seminar for Congregational Historians.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
HAMMOND, INDIANA
NAMED FUND
A revival with Ellis B. Cross as the evan-
gelist culminated in the organization of
this congregation in 1887. The congrega-
tion was proud to possess a pulpit from
which James A. Garfield had preached. A
number of Timothies had been produced
by this active and vibrant congregation. At
its peak of growth it was a congregation of
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over 1200 members. In 1992 the congrega-
tion found it necessary to close its doors to
a visible ministry but from the assets it
has invested in an invisible ministry. A
part of this invisible ministry is a gift to
the endowment program of the Disciples
of Christ Historical Society to establish
this Named Fund.

ANTHONY L. DUNNAVANT
NAMED FUND

Dr. Anthony L. Dunnavant received his
twoMaster’s degrees and a Doctorate from
Vanderbilt University. He also holds a
B.A. degree from Fairmont State and a
M.A. from West Virginia University. He
did post-doctoral studies with the Center
for Congregational Education at Christian
Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, Indi-
ana. He is a writer, teacher and preacher,
as well as a student. Most recently he
edited a book published by the Disciples of
Christ Historical Society--Cane Ridge in
Context. The first chapter of that book was
written by Dr. Dunnavant. Currently he is
Professor of Church History at Lexington
Theological Seminary, Lexington, Ken-
tucky. This Named Fund was provided by
gifts from his former students, and mem-
bers of his family.

NORMAN PROSE
NAMED FUND

For 12 years Norman Prose was minister of
the First Christian Church, Russellville,
Arkansas. Prior to that he had served pas-
torates in Pryor, Oklahoma; Newport, Hot
Springs, Jonesboro and Weiner, Arkansas,
and Thayer, Missouri. He was a musician
with a beautiful voice, a poet, and one who
was categorized by his friends as a good
listener. Shortly before his death he had
been named Permanent Chaplain for the
Arkansas House of Representatives. He
was a man of good humor with a distinctive
laugh and with it he helped to heal wounds
and restore fellowship. Prose served as
Vice-Moderator of the Christian Churchin
Arkansas. This Named Fund was estab-
lished by Stephen P. Berry.



FRANCES M. AND ANSEL E.

HYLAND NAMED FUND
The Hylands are long-time members of
First Christian Church, Eugene, Oregon,
where Ansel has served as Chairman of the
Board. He hasserved on the Board of North-
west Christian College for 22 years and as
Chairman of the Board of Trustees. Both
he and Frances have served the congrega-
tion as elders, Sunday school teachers, and
youth sponsors. Frances taught for 27 years
in the Speech Department of Northwest
Christian College. She has served as CWF
officer and has directed camps and confer-
ences state wide. She has also served on the
regional department of the clergy. Both
Hylands have an active interest in the
Disciples of Christ Historical Society. This
Named Fund for the Hylands was under-
written by a gift from them.

GIFTS RECEIVED FROM
JULY-SEPTEMBER, 1992

Endowment Fund - EF
Named Fund - NF

Mr. and Mrs. William Backstrom - EF

Stephen P. Berry - Norman Prose NF

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Brown - In memory of Herman
Norton

Betty L. Cummings - Anthony Dunnavant NF

Dr. and Mrs. Harold W. Deitch - Allan W. &
Mildred F. Lee NF

Mr. and Mrs. William Dozier - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Anthony L. Dunnavant - Herman &
Alma Norton NF

Mr. and Mrs. Ezra Dunnavant - Anthony L.
Dunnavant NF

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Durham, Jr. - Anthony L.
Dunnavant NF

East Side Christian Church, Evansville, IN - EF

European Evangelistic Soceity - Burton B.
Thurston NF

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Ferguson - William F. &
Leila Avery Rothenburger NF

First Christian Church, Hammond, Indiana -
First Christian Church, Hammond, IN NF

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Flock - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Douglas Foster - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Dan Genung - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Gleaves - Edwin S. and
Janey T. Gleaves NF

Martha H. Goodrich - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Greene - EF

Gordon W. Hagberg - EF

Evelyn F. Hale - EF

Arthur A. Hanna - EF

Lillie K. Hardigree - EF

Estes H. & Florence Parker Hargis Charitable

Foundation - for purchase of a fax machine

Mr. and Mrs. Dean Harrison - Allan W. & Mildred
F. Lee NF

Oscar S. Haynes - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Horn - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Roderick Huron - Allan W. &
Mildred F. Lee NF

Dr. and Mrs. Willis R. Jones - In memory of
Herman Norton

Turner Kirkland - EF

Mary J. Lewis - Anthony L. Dunnavant NF

Doris J. Lothrup - EF

First Christian Church, Lynchburg, VA - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Walter F. MacGowan - L. D.
McGowan, Neal Keen & Zela Jeanne
McGowan, Walter E. & Esther McGowan NF

Evolyn C. Mains - EF

C. Frank Mann, Jr. - Helen S. & C. Frank Mann,
Jr., NF

Ken G. Masterton - Allan W. & Mildred F. Lee
NF

Francis Miller - Francis and Joseph J. Miller NF

Mr. and Mrs. James T. Minyard - EF

Dorothy Dunn Morrison - Robert Ray & Lillian
Byers Eldred NF

Mr. and Mrs. K. Everett Munson - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Donald Nunnelly - EF

Yoshiaki Ogura - EF

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Olbricht - EF

Philip E. Orr - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Osborn - Ronald & Nola
Osborn NF

Clara N. Phillips - In memory of Jim Blair

Evelyn D. Powell - Wilfred Evans & Mary Lois
Powell NF

Evelyn D. Powell - Perry E. Gresham NF

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Remick - EF

Lucile P. Rizor - The Lucile Patterson Rizor
Family NF

Oreon E. Scott Foundation - Staff Continuing
Education EF

Dr. and Mrs. James Seale - Herman Norton NF

Doris H. Sheats - EF

Mr. and Mrs. William Siefke - Mae Yoho Ward
NF

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Smith - Mae Yoho Ward NF

Karen Leigh Stroup - Anthony L. Dunnavant NF

Richard G. Taylor - EF

John H. Thurman - EF

Sara Tyler - Jennie Renner NF

United Christian Missionary Society, Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) - United Chris-
tian Missionary Society NF

John C. Updegraff - EF

Dr. and Mrs. Harold Watkins - Allan W. &
Mildred F. Lee NF

Mr. and Mrs. David Williams - EF

Is the Society included
in your Will?
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DISCIPLES OF CHRIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY - 31ST ANNUAL REPORT
STABILITY IS THE OBJECTIVE

In 1991 the Disciples of Christ Historical Society derived 28% of its operating income
from earnings on its endowment. The additional operating incomes came from Basic
Mission Finance, the outreach program of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ),-57%
and 15% came from memberships, services, etc. Almost one-third of the operating income
came from the endowment program. A total of $61,607 was the amount earned on a general
endowment of $853,818. The Society also has $293,481 in designated endowment or trust
funds bringing the total of endowment funds at the end of 1991 to $1,147,299. As of
September 31, 1992, the total endowment and trust funds of the Society have increased to
$1,213,478, anincrease of $66,179 in the past nine months. Of this amount $28,828 was the
increase in general endowment.

The Historical Society operates on a modest budget of $231,170. This budget breaks
down in this way: Staff and general services - $191,591 (Salaries, benefits, payroll taxes,
travel, board and committee expense and contingency), Office and building expense -
$26,910, Promotion and publication - $8,700, and Library and archives - $3,969. The staff
of the Society consists of four full-time employees and four part-time employees.

During this past year 27 new Named Funds have been added to the endowment
program. Designated endowment programs added during the past twelve months are the
Robison Collection and Maintenance Fund and the Staff Continuing Education Fund.

Thus you can easily see that the stability and ongoing ministry of the Society are
strongly dependent on the endowment program. In the endowment program, which is not
directed to the general budget, the Society has two lecture funds, a special book fund, a land
acquisition fund, a Footnotes fund and an equipment replacement fund, as well as the major
Mildred W. Phillips Building Endowment Fund.

Should you have questions about the Society’s general operation and its finances please
contact the president. All funds are audited annually by an outside auditing firm and
regular audited financial reports are made to the General Board and Commission on
Finance of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Your endowment gifts certainly do make a difference with the Historical Society.
Without them we could not function as meaningfully or provide the varieties of service and
historical information which are given to the church and to those who are members of the
church. If you would like to make any kind of a gift to the Historical Society please contact
James M. Seale, President. He will be very happy to be in touch with you to help you fulfill

your desires with regard to the Historical Society.

Over $85,000
Anne M. White

Over $56,000
Forrest H. Kirkpatrick

Over $45,000
R. Merl and Helen R. Hickman

Over $25,000
Harvey and Christine Harker
Hugh T. and Mary Morrison

$20,000-$24,999
Elizabeth Stong Morgan
The Oreon E. Scott Historical
Acquisition Fund

$15,000-$19,999
Jesse M. and Golda Elam Bader
Robert H. and Betsy Barnes
Edwards
Bertha Mae Hanna
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Raymond McCallister
Helen S. and C. Frank Mann
Margaret Paddock

$10,000-$14,999
The Brown-McAllister Fund
*Elvin Perry and Jeannette Rankin
Byers
Pansy Cruse
First Christian Church-Miami, FL
Winfred E. and Annie C. Garrison
Pershing Drive Christian Church-
Arlington, VA
Jennie Steindorf Renner
Rodgers-Hurt Family Fund
James M. and Mary Dudley Seale
George H. Watson

$5,000-$9,999
Theodore and Beulah Beasley
Ben H. Cleaver
Barbara T. and Edwin Charles
Magarey Earl

Edward G. Holley

Roland K. and Kathryn Gordon
Huff

Thomas R. Huston

Edgar DeWitt and Frances Willis
Jones

The Moseley Fund

Nellie Mustain

Roger T. and Nancy M. Nooe

The Pendleton Fund

B. D. Phillips

Forrest F. and Katherine M. Reed

William H. and Jennie Knowles
Trout

United Christian Church-Capitol
Heights, MD

*United Christian Missionary
Society

Hattie Plum Williams

The Wrather-Hayes Fund

$2,500-$4,999
Dr. and Mrs. L. D. Anderson



Bethesda Christian Church-Chevy
Chase, MD

Robbie N. and Louada Bowman
Chisholm

Evelyn Martin Ellingson

Louise B. and Lorenzo J. Evans

Mr. and Mrs. J. Melvin Harker

Winfred A. Harbison

Donald L. Henry

Thomas Malone Holt

Edward M. and Laura C. Hoshaw

Willis R. and Evelyn B. Jones

Emmett Errin McKamey

Hazel Mallory Beattie Rogers

The Howard E. Short Fund

Claude E. and Maud M. Spencer

Evelyn N. and Harold R. Watkins

Orra L. and Florence M. Watkins

$1,000-$2,499

Hampton Adams

Daisy S. Avery

Walter J. and Allie Taylor Bassett

Wayne H. and Virginia Marsh Bell

Rexie Bennett

William Barnett Blakemore

Ernest A. and Eldora Haymes
Brown

*William and Martha B. Branaman

Clementine Huff Carter

Lin D. and Thelma L. Cartwright

Christian Church in Pennsylvania

EdwardE. and Meribah E. Ritchey
Clark

Homer M. Cole

Harry M. Davis

L. L. Dickerson - AnnE. Dickerson

Guy Burton and Anna Margaret
Dunning

Corinne Gleaves Eastman

Junior W. Everhard

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur A. Everts

Jessie E. Eyres

Harold E. and Golda C. Fey

*First Christian Church-Sherman,
Texas

The Gardner, Rea, and Meade
Families

*Edwin S. and Janey Thompson
Gleaves

William Madison and Mary Ann
Greenwell

Hardy Family Fund

Roscoe C. and Emily R. Harrod

Ruth Powell Hobbs

Erma Holtzhausen

Oscar M. and Nellie Hines Huff

William J. and Mary Jenkins Huff

*Chloe E. Kelly

Lucille C. and Harold C. Kime

Cleveland and Ione M. Kleihauer

Beulah Knecht

James Franklin and Etta Doyal
Lambert - Susie Martin

Jesse P. Lansaw

dJ. B. Logsdon Family

The MacDonald Fund

Joseph A. Malcor

E. E. Manley and Ray G. Manley

Lena J. Marvel

Francis R. and Joseph J. Miller

*Herman A. and Alma Norton

G. Edwin and Alva E. Osborn

Naomi E. Osborn

Ronald E. and Nola L. Osborn

Virginia Elizabeth Osborn

James L. Pennington

Wilfred Evans and Mary Lois
Powell

Ernest L. and Mattie G. Rea

Franklin S. and Stella Riegel

The Lucile Patterson Rizor Family

Dwight E. and DeLoris R.
Stevenson

Kenneth L. Teegarden

*Burton Bradford Thurston, Sr.

Dr. and Mrs. William E. Tucker

Currey L. and Lester Turner

*Elizabeth L. Turner

*Mae Yoho Ward

John J. and Mary Smalley Webb

*P. H. Welshimer

Lockridge Ward and Fern Brown
Wilson

$500-$999

*Beverly Appelgate

James V. Barker

Bebe Boswell

John Allen Branch

Sayle Allenand IonaBelle C. Brown

Robert W. and Agnes Burns

Dr. Ray F. Chester

The Collinwood Christian Church

Charles E. Crouch

Eileen June Davis

Walter Ira Dobbins

*Anthony L. Dunnavant

Ivy Elder

*Carroll Brooks Ellis

*Robert Ray and Lillian Byers
Eldred

Homer S. and Ann Ferguson

*First Christian Church-
Hammond, Indiana

First Christian Church-Pontiac, MI

Perry E. Gresham

Luberta Beatrice Griffin

Viola Young Chenault Grubbs

Dot Rogers Halbert

Enoch W. Henry, Sr.

William C. Howland, Jr.

Bernard J. and Della E. Huff

ThomasE. and LydiaS. Humphreys

*The Reverend Blair Hunt

Eric T. Hunter

*Ansel F. and Frances M. Hyland

F. H. and Dorothea Watkins
Jacobsen

Dr. Cecil A. Jarman

Isaac Johnson

Clara A. Jones

Vera G. Kingsbury

*Allan W. and Mildred F. Lee

*David Lipscomb

Asa Maxey

Mabel Niedemeyer McCaw

L. D. McGowan, Neal Keen and
Zela Jeanne McGowan, Walter
E. and Esther McGowan

William B. and Ruth L. McWhirter

James Earl Miller

Helen Cecil Daugherty Modlish

S. S. Myers

Ralph C. Neill

M. Paul and AnnaHarris Patterson

*Robert Hayes Peoples

Orval D. and Iris Peterson

*Norman Prose

Raymond Norwood Redford

*May and Norman Reed

Emory Ross

*William F. and Leila Avery
Rothenburger

James Rundles

Edith B. and Albert T. Seale

Henry K. Shaw

*Herbert J. and Martha Nell
Simpson

John R. and Nannie S. Sloan

William Martin and Helen Smith

WillieX. and Tessie Haymes Smith

*Ruby Gantt Stalcup

Ellis C. Taylor

Phillip and Nancy Dennis Van
Bussum-William Andrew
Steele

*Joseph Edison Walker

Hilbert G. and Margaret Wilkes

Virgil Angelo and Martha Ann
Elizabeth Wilson

William and Callie Davis Stone
Wintersmith

*Since October, 1991

Trust Fund Assets
(As of August 31, 1992)

Trust Fund Portfolio Summary
Investments

Short term $ 7,527.02
Equity 53,786.89
Balanced 32,402.55
Fixed Income 96,582.77
$190,299.23
Endowment Fund Assets

(As of September 30, 1992)

First American Bank  $ 5,055.48

dJ. C. Bradford (103.75)
Gateway
Mortgage Co. 28,000.00
Lee, Danner & Bass 248,838.09
Shearson
Lehman Bros. 312,920.83
Board of Church
Extension 100,000.00
$694,710.65
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NEW MEMBERSHIPS AS OF
SEPTEMBER 30, 1992

STUDENT
Joseph Domico; Westville, NJ
William F. Dunning; Lexington, KY
Daniel Garcia-Puente; Aguascalientes, Mexico
Russ Paden; Lawrence, KS
Douglas A. Sweeney; Nashville, TN
REGULAR
Bryant D. Badger; Casper, WY
Carlton C. Buck; Tullahoma, TN
Joann Dowden; Indianapolis, IN
Mazxine Evans; Banning, CA
David L. Fulbright; Independence, MO
Jerry L. Gaw; Nashville, TN
William B. Hampshire; Westerville, OH
Joy W. Hawks; Lambsburg, VA
Harl Jones; Highland, IL
James R. McGill; Nashville, TN
Harve D. Mankopf; Chicago, IL
Robert A. Northway; Denver, CO
Ted Piel; Memphis, TN
F. E. Rolston; Hixson, TN
Phyllis A. Schmidt; Seattle, WA
Andrew F. Smith; Brooklyn, NY
Harry S. Stout; New Haven, CT
Jack Sullivan, Jr.; Indianapolis, IN
Richard G. Taylor; Galveston, TX
OVERSEAS
Yoshiaki Ogura; Tokyo, Japan
Eric Yip; Hong Kong
PARTICIPATING
Robert M. Randolph; Rockport, MA
STUDENT TO REGULAR
Michael R. Cassady; Corpus Christi, TX
REGULAR TO PARTICIPATING
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ);
Decatur, AL
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Richard Guentert; Great Bend, KS

Robert B. Hall; Johnson City, TN

Sylvia & Gene Tester; Elgin, IL
PARTICIPATING TO SUSTAINING

Raymond E. Brown; Indianapolis, IN

Don Childers; Maryville, MO

Rachel Eva Dixon; Nashville, TN

Helen A. Hairston; Cleveland, OH

Statement of Ownership,
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