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"ALittle Man with a Great Brain":
The Story of George A. Klingman

by Jim Mankin *

George A Klingman was one of the most gifted men in Churches of
Christ in the early part of the 20th century. He was an active church-
man, college professor and administrator, and writer. Before we forget,
it is important to our restoration heritage to tell his story.

George A Klingman was born September 3,1865 in New Albany,
Indiana of pious German Lutheran parents. Later the family moved to
Louisville, Kentucky. At an early age, he showed his gift of speaking.
While taking night classes at the Madison Street School, he studied
debate under Mrs. Kate Harrington. George was to take the affirmative
of one debate that the school board was invited to attend. The night of
the debate the hall was packed, and George got up and delivered his
speech extemporaneously without flaw. When he finished, the presi-
dent of the school board grabbed his hand, gave him a hug and declared,
"George that was the greatest oration I have ever heard in my life. Some
day you will be a great preacher."l His mother had also prayed that
George would some day become a preacher.2

On his 21st birthday he entered Kentucky University and the
College ofthe Bible. Here he took the English course, and studied under
J. W. McGarvey and 1.B. Grubbs.3 While here he met Lula Mae Grubbs,
and they were married on September 10, 1891. They had ten children,
one ofwhom died in infancy. In 1894 Klingman received the A.B. degree
from Transylvania University and, according to his transcript, the only
"B"he made was in first semester Greek. He graduated as valedictorian
and made his commencement speech on the theme "I Am Debtor."4

George stayed in Lexington to take the classical course at the
College of the Bible and graduated with his AM. from Transylvania in
1897. He graduated in the Hebrew course from Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville in 1901. This shows his lifelong love
of language. During this same period (1894-1902) he served as the
minister for the Portland Avenue Church of Christ in Louisville, where
he had been baptized as a teenager.s

In 1904 he was called to be the minister ofthe Plum Street Church
of Christ in Detroit. While there he offered free instruction in Bible,
English, Greek and Hebrew at the church building or by correspon-
dence, an idea ahead of its time.6 While at Plum Street he was invited
by A B. Barrett to give a two-week lecture series on church history at
Childers Classical Institute, the forerunner of Abilene Christian Col-
lege, in January 1907. Klingman did such an outstanding job that he
was invited to be Dean of the new college in West Texas for the 1907-
1908 school year. His brother William also joined the faculty that year.
In addition to his administrative work, Klingman taught Sacred Litera-
ture, Sacred History, Philosophy and German.7 In the summer he
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preached in a revival meeting at near-by Clyde, Texas and had 42
baptisms.8

Mter that year in Abilene, Klingman left with Barret and Charles
Roberson to establish Southland University in Denton, Texas, the
predecessor to Southwestern Christian College. Following the 1908-09
sessions the schools closed, and Klingman returned to Detroit and the
Plum Street pulpit. While serving the congregation this time, he wrote
and published Church History for Busy People. Among the contents
were chapters on Doctrines and Sects, Creeds and Confessions of Faith,
Reform and Reformers, Mysticism and Fanaticism, Persecution and
Inquisitions. Interestingly, he listed all of the popes and the church
councils in a miscellaneous section.9 In 1911 he received the Doctor of
Philosophy degree from Carnegie University, Inc. of Dover, Delaware.
This was a correspondence school, and unfortunately this school closed
in 1914 for failure to pay taxes. 10

Another work that Klingman engaged in while in Detroit was taking
his family to the jail to sing for the prisoners. Music was one ofhis loves,
and Klingman knew both the music and words of most hymns and
spiritual songs so that he rarely had to use a song book.11He taught all
his children to sing parts, and they used many family hours in singing. 12

In 1912, Klingman was asked to be the president of Potter Bible
College in Bowling Green, Kentucky. Through the efforts of James A.
Harding, Potter Bible College began operating in the fall of 1901 on the
farm of Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Potter. The Potters believed they could
support the college from the proceeds of the farm. Charles Christopher
Klingman, a younger brother of George, along with C. G. Vincent, later
his brother-in-law, were the first to enroll in the new college. C. C. had
been baptized by his brother in 1897 at the Campbell Street congrega-
tion in Louisville, and was among the first people to do mission work in
Japan from 1908-1913.13Harding managed to keep the school going by
the personal loyalty the faculty and brotherhood had for him. Even
though Klingman employed eight teachers and enlarged the curricu-
lum, the school attracted only 70 students, down from over 100 the year
before. He made a serious attempt to put all the teachers on a regular
salary, but by Christmas it was evident that he could not meet these
obligations. Potter Bible College closed in 1913, after Klingman's one-
year presidency.14

Klingman then returned to Detroit, this time to work with the
Cameron Avenue Church of Christ.

Abilene Christian College was beginning to flourish under the
presidency of Jesse P. Sewell. In 1917 he invited Klingman to return as
dean of the Bible Department, named the Mrs. A. M. Thornton Bible
School, for the benefactor who gave $500 to the college for teaching the
Bible. He accepted this new role with characteristic vigor. He also
served as the minister of the College Church of Christ that met in the
campus auditorium with a seating capacity of700 people. The catalogue
for 1918 stated, "Our four year Classical Course represents the same
amount ofwork required in the best 'Seminary' for the degree ofTh.M."15
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The school was divided into the departments of scared history, sacred
literature, religious history and missions, and Biblical languages. 16It
would be expected that Klingman would put great emphasis on church
history and ancient languages. In the summers of 1920 and 1921 he
went to the University of Chicago to further study Semitic language.
Others teaching in the department at that time were H. E. Speck,
academic dean of the college, G. C. Morlan, Howard L. Schug and A. R.
Holton. Of special interest is the statement, "Abilene Christian College
offers free tuition to men who are preaching; the school session lasts
thirty-six weeks; $250.00 will be sufficient for board, room, books, and
incidentals ..."17

One ofthe hallmarks of Sewell's presidency was the beginning of the
Bible Lecture Week in January 1918.Although there had been "preacher's
meetings" since 1913, Sewell wanted to have a large forum for all
Christians to hear "an imposing array of speakers" and to see first-hand
the work of the college. Klingman was selected to begin the series on
Monday night with a 7:00 p.m. lecture titled, "Destructive Higher
Criticism."18 The crowds were the largest in the school's twelve year
history. The local newspaper described the keynote lecture;

Interest is running high at Abilene Christian College Bible Lecture
course. Some of the ablest speakers in the city were present, and
pronounced the address on "Destructive Higher Criticism" by Dr.
George A. Klingman, one ofthe greatest ever delivered in this city. Dr.
Klingman held his audience, which more than filled the auditorium,
spellbound from start to finish.!9

The following year the lectures were moved to the last week of
February, and again Klingman was a featured speaker. This year was
the first time the lectures were published. Klingman's subject was "A
Great Door is Opened" based on I Corinthians 16:6. He may have been
overly ambitious in his enthusiam of Abilene, or perhaps a prophetic
voice when he said,

On account of recent developments in oil and other industries, the
eyes of the country are turned toward Abilene ...Abilene is not only a
commericial center but is also known as an educational center. Our
own school, like the school of Tyrannus, has the word of God taught
in it daily; and with its present equipment and generous support is
destined to become one of the greatest educational institutions of the
world ...Abilene will become an Ephesus-an "great door and effec-
tual."20

His last lecture appearance was in 1922.21
For a long time there had been a growing demand that Abilene

Christian College become a four year school able to grant the Bachelor's
degree. This became a reality in the 1919-1920 school year. The faculty
was increased to twenty-five and the curriculum was expanded to
include four years of college work.22The catalogue described the "Col-
lege of the Bible Seminary" as offering "three distinct courses" corre-
sponding to the ones on which the denominational Seminaries confer
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the degrees of "Graduate in Theology", "Bachelor of Theology" and
"Master of Theology." It continued, "This work is offered no where else
by our brethren and we appeal to you for the patronage, and moral and
financial support it deserves."23Unfortunately the brotherhood was not
yet ready for such progressive measures, and an anti-intellectual
element among preachers led Klingman to leave the college in 1923.

The students at Abilene Christian loved Klingman as a teacher and
as a man. He and his wife often had students in their home to sing and
enjoy taffy pulls. He was always small of stature, yet impressive with his
wavy black hair and mustache. He was described as having "a musical
voice with a slight accent," and talked with others about events around
him rather than himself.24 He maintained physical health by playing
tennis, and mental health by his sense of humor and musical skills. The
school annual for 1919, the Prickly Pear, was dedicated to him. It carried
the appellation following his picture and name, "A little man with a
great brain."25 When he and his family were preparing to move from
Abilene in 1923, the lead article in the student newspaper, The Opti-
mist, carried the caption "Farewell Bro. Klingman."26 He also delivered
the baccalaureate sermon for the graduating class on the theme of "The
Call Imperative." The newspaper said, "There is but one Brother
Klingman and there will never be another." It characterized him as
"smiling, energetic, broad-minded, entertaining and veryconsecrated."27

James F. Cox who worked beside Klingman as a fellow teacher and
as an elder of the College congregation later wrote that Klingman's
greatest service "was his work as a teacher." Then he added these words,
"While his teaching was superior, he rendered a still greater service to
the church and to humanity by his writing."28 In 1920, he co-authored
with Jesse P. Sewell, The Bible Outlined in a Hundred Easy Lessons,
and later they co-authored Class Notes on the Shorter Epistles for use
in the college curriculum.29

Klingman and his family moved to Toronto, Canada where he
served as minister of the Bathurst Church of Christ. Yet he seemed to
be restless, moving in 1925 to teach at Thorp Spring (Texas) College for
two years. He also preached for the local congregation there. He took an
extended tour of the Bible lands in 1927 sailing from Montreal, with
funds supplied by a Fort Worth congregation.30 While on that trip he
attended the World Conferences on Faith and Order, held in Lausanne,
Switzerland, and researched his family roots in Germany.31 In 1929 he
wrote another book, .G.illU..s., to counteract atheism.32

He preached for a brief time in Houston during 1928, then in
Washington, D. C. in 1929. He moved back to Louisville in 1930 to
preach for the Highland Church ofChrist. There he was again with some
old and dear friends. Some of them were pre-millennialists, like E. L.
Jorgensen and Don Carlos Janes, and he was accused of being in
sympathy with them.33

In 1933 Klingman was invited to teach apologetics and philosophy
at Cincinnati Bible Seminary, a school associated with the Christian
Churches. The Seminary began in 1924 with support from the Christian
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Restoration Association, and was a reaction to the more liberal views of
the Disciples of Christ's colleges.34Again, he proved to be a popular
teacher with the students, and senior class dedicated The Nautilus, the
school annual for 1934 to him.35 In a dedicatory poem to Klingman,
Professor William C. Sayrs called him, "Thou gentle-hearted man of
God, Emotion-filled and gospel shod."36Unfortunately Klingman and
another professor, R. C. Foster, had a tragic conflict and Klingman was
dismissed from the faculty after a year.

It may be asked why Klingman decided to teach at a school
connected with the "instrumentalists." Part ofthe answer lies in the fact
that Klingman wanted to teach, and the opportunity was presented to
him to help start a "New College of the Bible."37He also seemed to view
himself as a healer in the brotherhood problems, and continued to
preach for congregations of instrumental and non-instrumental as
invited. An additional reason for the move to Cincinnati was to be near
Fred L. Rowe, editor of the Christian Leader and publisher of two of
Klingman's books. Leroy Garrett makes the observation that Klingman
followed in the spirit ofT. B. Larimore, who was never an exclusionist.38
It is rather evident that Klingman never took such a narrow view of
fellowship that he marked individuals or drew lines, but he remained
with Churches of Christ.

Perhaps too he was affected by some brotherhood events that were
taking place at the time. A fellow classmate ofhis from the College ofthe
Bible was Hall L. Calhoun who came to the Churches of Christ from the
Disciples of Christ in 1925 with considerable publicity. In February
1928 Calhoun was the featured speaker at the Abilene Christian College
lectureship.39 In 1918 Klingman's younger brother, Charles, began
preaching for the Disciples. G. H. P. Showalter had an editorial in Firm
Foundation concerning him with the title "Gone Out From Among Us"
that hardened relations betweens the "Loyals" and the "Digressives."40
It was an age of transitions, and not all of them were good. Foy E.
Wallace, Jr., as editor of the Gospel Advocate from 1930-34, took a
militant stand against premillenialism and those who espoused it.
Klingman felt more comfortable with the editorial policies of the
Christian Leader published in Cincinnati and the Missionary Messen-
ger published in Louisville.41

Klingman seemed to always maintain a freshness when studying
the Scripture. He talked about having a "loose leaf New Testament"
because he was looking for the lost epistle to the Laodiceans.42 In both
his classroon presentations and sermons, he was a moving speaker who
involved his listeners in his lessons. People tended to remember him as
a vibrant personality.43 His openess to those who believed differently
from him was a part of his generous nature.

Yet his was an age of debates, and premillenial controversy that
would later splinter the Churches of Christ was raging. It was a time
when some strong willed evangelists and editors wanted congregations
and ministers to declare their beliefs and take sides. This was not
Klingman's nature, for he was not a fighter. When unjust criticism came
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to him because ofhis failure to declare his stand against premillenialism,
he moved elsewhere where he could continue to teach, conduct pro-
tracted meetings and serve in local congregations.44 His sentiment was
expressed in a poem, written by Ida Barsett Botts, that he requested be
read at his funeral.

I have no creed but Christ, I want no other;
It leaves my soul unfettered, glad, and free.
No creed but Christ, and every man my brother.
That's Christianity enough for me.'"

Aformer colleague from Abilene Christian wrote after his death that
Klingman tried to follow after peace; he "sympathized with sincere
brethren, or whatever side ofa religion question they might honestly be"
and he was "tolerant of those who differed from him or others." For a
man like Klingman, he asserted "there is never a place for a church split
or an ecclesiastical combine."46Here was a man who was intolerant of
sectarianism in an age of being challenged to take a stand. Klingman
possessed an irenic spirit.

When his health began to break, in 1935 he and Mrs. Klingman
moved to San Angelo, Texas to live near two of their daughters. He died
there on December 9, 1939. His funeral was conducted at the Harris and
Irving Church of Christ by James F. Cox, the president of Abilene
Christian College, and John T. Smith, a noted minister, read a poem. W.
H. Free, a long time associate from Abilene Christian, lead the congre-
gational singing.47

*Dr. Jim Mankin is Professor of Ministry at Abilene Christian
University, Abilene, Texas.
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Just As] Lived It
by Lester G. McAllister

(Recalling events occurring over a more than 70-year fellowship in the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

In the past few years it seems there have been few positive figures
in religion put before the American public. This has been true whether
one considers either living or deceased persons. When such a personal-
ity is honored it is worthy of note.

Upon the death of Harold E. Fey in January, 1990 then living in
retirement at Claremont, California, a number ofmetropolitan newspa-
pers (including the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, the Chicago
Herald-Tribune, the St. Louis Post Dispatch, the Washington Post and
the Indianapolis Star) as well as a number of papers in smaller
communities took notice of his career in two-column obituaries. Reli-
gious journals such as The Christian Century, The Disciple and others
gave considerable space to recounting Harold's achievements.

Harold E. Fey deserved every word of praise given. His was a
lifetime of dedication to Christian causes. First and foremost in his
interest was world peace. Early in his career he served as a missionary
to the Philippines. He was later editor of World Call, a missionary
magazine of the Disciples; executive of Fellowship of Reconciliation, a
peace organization; editor of The Christian Century magazine, Chicago
and professor of social ethics at Christian Theological Seminary, India-
napolis. His humble and gracious spirit won him friends everywhere.

c. Jayne Hopson and Thomas P. Hopson Named Fund
Jayne Hopson has served as Archivist at First Christian Church in

Tulsa for the past twenty years. She and husband Tom had their first
experience of Sunday School, in the Cradle Roll Department in that
church, while their mothers helped with the children and their fathers
served as deacons. When they were married in 1950, Tom was a pipe line
engineer and subject to frequent transfers. So it was after returning to
Tulsa and First Christian Church that Jayne became involved with the
history of that church. Old pictures and old records show that Jayne's
grandparents and Jayne's and Tom's parents were active members for
many years, giving Jayne added incentive for preserving the history of
First Christian Church. This Named Fund was established by Mr. and
Mrs. Hopson.
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THE ORDER OF STONE-CAMPBELL FELLOWSHIP
CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO MEMBERSHIP

More than forty individuals or couples have pledged their support to the Historical Society
in an on-going fashion. These persons have named the Historical Society in a permanent
gift through their estates. You are invited to consider joining this group. The President
of the Historical Society would be happy to talk with you about your interest in helping
to provide permanent funds for the future of the Society. It can be done through an
Annuity, a Trust Agreement, naming the Society in your Will, through the gift of personal
property, or life insurance.

The following persons have taken this step to insure the financial future of the Historical
Society. We are pleased to name them as Members of the Order of Stone-Campbell
Fellowship.

Mrs. Joseph M. Applegate G. Bronson and Mary Netterville
David and Elaine Branaman Dr. Ronald E. Osborn
Mrs. Janette Rankin Byers Lester and Mary Catherine Rickman
Jack Kemper Carmichael (Lester - Deceased)
Ruth and Malcolm Ferguson Wade B. and Margaret E. Rubick
Dr. and Mrs. Leroy Garrett Charles 1. and Katherine M. Russell
Janey and Edward Gleaves Mary D. and James M. Seale
Roland and Kitty Huff Dr. Howard E. Short
Dr. and Mrs. Willis R. Jones N. E. Sloan
The Rev. and Mrs. John W. Lambert Helen F. Spaulding
Lester G. McAllister Joe A. and Nancy Vaughn Stalcup
Helen Swann Mann (Deceased) Harold R. and Evelyn N. Watkins
1. Edgar and Louise Moseley Mrs. George H. Watson

(1. Edgar - Deceased) Eva Jean Wrather
Those who wish to remain anonymous

A cordial invitation is extended to you to join this dedicated group of persons in the Order
of Stone-Campbell Fellowship. Please use the form below to indicate your interest or
concern. Mail itto the Disciples of Christ Historical Society, 110119thAve. S., Nashville,
TN37212-2196.

I am interested in the possibility of making a permanent gift to the Disciples of Christ
Historical Society.

__ Please send me more information about the Order of Stone-Campbell Fellowship.
__ Please contact me personally.

Name. _

Address, _

_______________________ Date. _
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-From the Editor's Desk

In recent years, worship has again become a major topic of interest
and discussion in churches of the Stone-Campbell movement. The
numerical growth ofPentecostal churches which have employed "gospel
choruses," drums, guitars, and electronic keyboards in worship has, no
doubt, helped to spark interest in Stone-Campbell churches in the topic
of appropriate styles ofworship. Most recently, the growth ofthe Willow
Creek church in suburban Chicago, which has pioneered a "seekers"
service employing dramas and "contemporary" music, has stimulated
discussion in Stone-Campbell churches of appropriate strategies for
reaching the unchurched and persons who have dropped out of the
church. Congregations in the three major branches of the Stone-
Campbell movement are currently experimenting with services designed
to capture the interest of persons who are outside the church.

The terms "contemporary worship" and "traditional worship" are used
with increasing frequency in Stone-Campbell churches. But what do
these terms mean? In particular, what is traditional worship in the
Stone-Campbell tradition? This topic is much larger than a single issue
of Discipliana! However, tbis issue does make a contribution to the
discussion.

Johnny Miles provides an overview ofAlexander Campbell's views on
worship and identifies sources of Campbell's thought. Not surprisingly,
given Miles' Church of Christ affiliation, he gives particular attention
to the issue of Campbell's view on instrumental music in worship.

Peter Morgan focuses on the early hymn books ofthe Stone-Campbell
tradition, exploring the issues that led to their compilation and the
controversies that followed their publication. Morgan, who was a
member of the committee that developed the Disciples' new Chalice
Hymnal, suggests that if past Stone-Campbell history is any guide,
members of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) can expect
"varied responses" to decisions made in developing this most recent
addition to the heritage of Stone-Campbell hymnbooks.

The articles by Miles and Morgan reveal that worship has changed in
the churches of the Stone-Campbell movement since the time of Stone
and Campbell. However, it is clear from both articles that certain issues
have a way of resurfacing. It is also clear from both articles that the
history of "traditional worship" in the Stone-Campbell movement is
worthy of investigation as congregations consider how to make the
Christian witness in our time.
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- From the President's Desk
Summer is always an interesting time at the Historical Society. It brings a

number ofyouth, seniors and other church groups for a visit to the Society. Recently
40 persons from Cypress Creek Christian Church, Spring, Texas flew to Nashville
for several days sightseeing and one of their first stops was a tour of the Historical
Society.

Our most recent researcher, as I write this, was Honore Vinck of Borgerhout,
Belgium who spent over 20 years as a Roman Catholic missionary to Zaire. His
research project was on school books used in mission work in the old Belgium
Congo. The area in which he did his mission work was the same as the Christian
Church (Disciples ofChrist) missi6n work. He knew the Disciple missionaries well.
His stay ofseveral days gave the entire staff the opportunity to get acquainted with
him.

Major efforts this summer are going into the cataloguing of the more than 300
boxes of material sent from Missions Building in Indianapolis as the General
Offices of the Disciples of Christ moved from 222 South Downey Ave. to their
International Center at 130 East Washington in the heart ofthe city. Among the
material being catalogued are the contents of two corner stones in the old building.
The material in the cornerstones, unlike the old fragile material in many corner
stones, looked as ifit had been put there yesterday. The contents were pictures of
Helen E. Moses, Maria Butler Jameson, Mrs. M. E. Harlan, Mary Judson, Nancy
Atkinson, Anna Atwater and a picture taken in 1907 at the Ground Breaking for
the Missionary Training School. Also in the box were books, a Bible, an audio tape
and even a leather covered edition of the "Declaration and Address" by Thomas
Campbell.

The collection from Indianapolis contained many of the old records of the early
missionary societies with names such as Alexander Campbell, Helen E. Moses,
Anna Atwater and others. The Articles oflncorporation of the Christian Women's
Board of Missions, the Foreign Christian Missionary Society, the American
Christian Missionary Society, the United Christian Missionary Society and the
College of Missions were included in the collection. David McWhirter, Director of
Library and Archives, is placing this material in archival order in acid free boxes
for present and future preservation.

The Forrest H. Kirkpatrick Historians Seminar was most successful. The
papers by Brenda Brasher, Byron Lambert and Gary Holloway will be published
in future issues ofDiscipliana. We are grateful for those who came from near and
far. The couple who traveled the farthest were Mr. and Mrs. Masami Togano from
Tokyo, Japan.

This fall will find the Society sponsoring lectures on each side of the country.
Anthony DunnavantofLexington Theological Seminary, Lexington, Kentucky will
be the Forrest F. Reed Lecturer on the theme "Founding Vocation and Future
Vision: The Self-understading of the Disciples of Christ." The two lectures will be
given at the Church of the Valley, Van Nuys, California on Monday and Tuesday,
September 24 and 25 at 7:30 p.m.

In the East William O. Paulsell will lecture on "Disciples at Prayer" at the
Disciples of Christ Historical Society Dinner in Pittsburg, PA at the Lawrence
Convention Center on Tuesday, October 24, 1995, 5:30 p.m. This dinner and
program will be in connection with the General Assembly of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). An order blank for tickets is included in this issue of
Discipliana. It is open to the public.
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