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IN THE NEWS

Kirkpatrick Lecture Set

Dr. Keith Watkins, who served for over three decades on
the faculty of Christian Theological Seminary, will
present the 2009 Forrest H. Kirkpatrick Lecture. The
biennial lecture on Stone-Campbell history will be held
on Saturday, May 16,2009, at 10:00am, at the Southport
Christian Church (DOC) in Indianapolis, Indiana.

"We are looking forward to welcoming everyone to our
church for this outstanding lecture," said Rev. Doug
Lofton, senior minister of Southport. Watkins promises a
paper on how urban congregations can activate the message
of Christ in a downtown setting.

The Kirkpatrick Lecture series is sponsored by the
Historical Society.

All interested persons are invited to the lecture -
admission is free. For directions to Southport visit

www.southportchurch.org.

Brite in the News

Faculty and Graduate Students at Brite Divinity School
are researching the school's history for publication by TCD
Press. The book culminates a year-long effort on the part
of five graduate students, Lisa Barnett, Dyan Dietz, Blaine
Hamilton, Greg Henneman and Valerie Kuykendall-Rog-
ers, under the direction of Dr. Mark Toulouse. The book,
scheduled for publication in 2010, includes chapters written
by several of the students, as well as written work done by
the editors for the project, Dr. Mark Toulouse and Dr.
Jeffrey Williams.
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GREATYCOMMUNION

In 2009, congregations of the Stone-Campbell
movement celebrate the 200th anniversary of
Thomas Campbell’s “Declaration and Address”.
In that document, Thomas Campbell said that the
Church in the whole world is united...it is One.

Our dream is that on Sunday, October 4, 2009,
congregations all across the United States...and all
around the world...will meet together and
celebrate Communion and remember our common
heritage.

Our prayer is that on this one day, with commu-
nion being shared by Stone-Campbell believers all
around the world, a true beginning will be found
to complete Christ’s desire for all humanity: May
they all be one.

To learn how you and your congregation can par-
ticipate in this celebration visit:

WWW.GREATCOMMUNION.ORG
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DID YOU KNOW?

id you know
that the
second draft

of our new World
History has been
completed? Fourteen
historians (pictured
here) from all three
streams of the Stone-
Campbell movement
have been working
together diligently to
produce the first-ever
comprehensive and
contextual history of
our faith group. Led by editors Newell Williams (Brite Divinity
School), Douglas Foster (Abilene Christian University), Paul
Blowers (Emmanuel School of Religion), and Scott Seay
(Christian Theological Seminary), each scholar is focusing on
different geographies and topics. The work of all fourteen will
then be woven into a seamless narrative to provide a broad,
inclusive picture of our history. The Stone-Campbell World
History Project is a joint venture of Disciples of Christ Historical
Society and Chalice Press. Publication is scheduled for 2012.

%;art[it Said

“ ,) .
67/’/8 A v}/ou ... Lo Jisten

to the better wye/& %
your nature and. lr:}/ your
emzmga/e encourzg(i us to
do the same.

The Reverend Dr. Sharon Watkins, General Minister and
President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) appealing
to President Barack Obama at the National Prayer Service,
January 21, 2009.
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Legacies

Like the Disciples of
Christ Historical Society,
the Christian Church
Foundation is here for
perpetuity. By connecting
Disciples with the ministries
of the church most
important to them,
we provide the conduit
through which legacies
can be made.

Let us help you
make a difference forever
by assisting with
charitable bequests,
gift annuities and trusts,
and permanent funds.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH FOUNDATION
Helping Disciples Make a Difference

130 E. Washington St. P.O. Box 1986 Indianapolis, IN 46206-1986
(800) 668-8016 www.disciples.org/ccf


http://www.disciples.org/ccf
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THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

[ :vzurch. The idea of a gathered
body of believers has always been
at the center of Christianity. From

the very beginning, Jesus of Nazareth

called people of faith to follow him, not
just individually, but corporately. Early
¢ leaders lost no time in fortifying the
sense of togetherness in the days follow-
ing the death of Jesus. Second genera-
tion leaders, like the Apostle Paul, worked feverishly to plant
congregations all over their world.

The faithful who found themselves in Rome in the first cen-
tury CE were soon followed by an institution that made its way
across Europe, and beyond. Reformers, denominations, and sects
ultimately placed their own marks on the identity and structure of
Christianity. And, for our own contributions, the Stone-Campbell
movement was founded upon the ideal that there is only one
Church upon the earth.

In it all, distinctions must be made between Christ’s Church
in its universal, invisible form, and in its local, visible (physical)

expressions.
Or to put it
And, for our own contributions, another way:

the Stone-Campbell movement was gn tg‘: }?ne
> . an ere
Jfounded upon the ideal that there is .~

only one Church upon the earth. and, on the
other, there
is church.
As one reads the steadfast pleadings in the ‘High Priestly
Prayer’ of John, chapter 17, one can almost hear the rich tones of
love and devotion emanating from the heart of Christ. He speaks
in heavenly prose about all those who believe in him, both in the
primitive settings of the first century Levant, and throughout all
ages, whether near or far. Particularly fascinating are the words
captured by John in the latter part of the prayer, in which Christ
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is characterized as beseeching the divine on behalf of those disciples
who would come later (including you and me). It is here, especially,
that he intones his deep wish for the unity of his followers, and that
placed poignantly within the tableau of his last night on earth. In the
texture of this sanctified prayer, then, is a keen focus on the Church
as a whole; the Church in its universal reality.

We surmise, too, that our forebear Thomas Campbell, writing
two hundred years ago in his “Declaration and Address,” had more
in mind than the simple physical presence of a congregation. When
he writes of the essence and purpose of Christ’s Church, and that
Church as a united whole, he must certainly mean the universal

Church before

he localizes to

Shall we embrace the divine vision any individual
of a Church that exists in every place  church. The

throughout all eternity? ideal of oneness
throughout the
body of Christ
presupposes that one’s intent is to draw attention to the grander scale
of ecclesia, rather than the more limited apractice of synagogue.

Shall we trivialize the bold statements of our forebear, not to
mention the impassioned prayer of our Lord, by relinquishing our
call as members of the one, universal Church? Or shall we embrace
the divine vision offered by both of a Church that exists in every
place throughout all eternity? For some church seems to be all there
is; for our founders the perfect beatitude, to borrow a term from Em-
erson, is experienced in Church.

To be sure, the visible expressions of Christ’s disciples, whether
in our own era or those previously, are integral to the fulfillment of
the mission we have accepted. It is in personal faithfulness, genera-
tion to generation, that the good news of a relationship with God
through Christ is passed along. The scope of a visible church, in
multi-layered ministries, is how spiritual comfort becomes real in
a hurting world. However, we must not risk losing our intent and
calling as ambassadors of the Church in its eternal excellency by
projecting the belief that the local is somehow preferable to the uni-
versal. Church must be the progenitor of church, not the other way
around.
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We are members of an invisible, and indivisible, body that looks
to Christ as its head, and all faithful persons, in heaven and in earth,
of all time and eternity, as its parts. It is a body full of God’s glory
and one that transcends any special lodging of divine presence in
scenario or locale. In the end, it will matter little whether particular
expressions have been mapped and plotted. Instead, the magnificent
matter will be found in the timeless abiding of the risen Christ with
his one, consonant Church.

—Glenn Thomas Carson

‘Have you remembered thei!, i
H1st0r1ca1 Soc:1ety
~in your Will?

Dlsclples of Christ Hlstorlcal Society
‘ 1 101 19 Avenue, South ‘
= Nashvﬂle TN 37212
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OVERVIEW

In this article John Mark Hicks explores the
debate in the Churches of Christ in the early 20™
century that revolved around women’s participation.
The discussion at the time among Church of Christ
leaders reinforced the view that women had no place
in worship and were to keep silent. During these
debates women were not able to assert any authority
to voice their opinion and, therefore, not able to join
the discourse in which their voices were silenced.

This article delves into various regions’ views on
the issue of women’s participation in the church. For
example, Tennessee leaders prohibited women from
participating publicly, with the exception of singing
during worship, but not in small groups like Bible
study. Meanwhile, in Indiana women’s privileges in-
cluded audible prayer, reading of Scripture, teaching
a Bible class, and public exhortation of the assembly,
but they were not allowed to hold leadership roles.
And, in Texas, women could participate in singing,
prayer, and prophesy only in a subordinate way, but
they could not take the field as evangelists, or any
other work of authority.

Through the idea that only men can be leaders,
the Churches of Christ managed to largely silence
women, thus perpetuating the antiquated notion that
they were inferior. While these ideas persist in some
areas, we hope that the number of proponents is
shrinking rapidly.
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QUIET PLEASE:
Churches of Christ in the Early Twentieth Century

and the “Woman Question”
— John Mark Hicks

ne of the forgotten debates from the first decade of the

20™ century among Churches of Christ is whether audi-

ble participation in the assembly through prayer, singing
and exhortation was a woman’s “privilege” or a subversion of
the created order. May women lead prayer in the assembly? May
women lead singing in the assembly? May women read Scrip-
ture in the assembly? May women exhort, edify or comfort the
assembly through audible speech? Or should they just remain
quiet?

These were, surprisingly, live issues among Churches of
Christ at the turn of the 20" century even though they were not
resurrected again until near the beginning of the 21%. It created
considerable anxiety among many. After years of discussion
Charles Black of Morganfield, Kentucky, lamented the disagree-
ments. “When I read these differences by brethren who seem-
ingly are wise in other things,” he wrote, “it makes me glad that I
am not a woman.”"

The leading periodicals of the Churches of Christ—Firm
Foundation, Gospel Advocate, The Way, The Octographic
Review, Christian Leader, and the Christian Leader & the
Way—intensely pursued the question from 1897 to 1907. Dur-
ing those ten years Churches of Christ established their distinct
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and separate identity from the Christian Church. Eighteen ninety
seven is the year David Lipscomb recognized a “radical and
fundamental difference” between the “disciples of Christ” and
the “society folks.”” A decade later Lipscomb acknowledged that
the Churches of Christ were a “distinct and separate body” from
the Christian Church.?

During those years Churches of Christ struggled (and
continued to struggle beyond that decade) with the exact form
and nature of their “distinct” identity. One issue that was de-
bated—heatedly and pervasively—was the question of female
“privilege” or “silence.” Do women have the “privilege” to par-
ticipate audibly in the assembly or must they be wholly silent
except for singing? This essay explores this largely forgotten
discussion to reveal several significant differences in practice
between northern, southern and western Churches of Christ.*

Common Ground in Churches of Christ
The representative papers among Churches of Christ shared
some common ground that distinguished them from the more
progressive among the Christian Churches. There are at least two
areas in which the editors stood united against the “digressives.”
First, they all agreed that women should not be authoritative,
“public teachers” in the “public assembly” of the church or exer-
cise “ruling” authority in the church such as belongs to the elders
of a congregation. While arguing that women are not totally
silenced in the assemblies by the New Testament, J.C. Frazee
in the Octographic Review acknowledged that “we understand
that they are not permitted to teach
(usurp authority), taking the oversight
of the Church, as officials (elders,
bishops, etc.).” Some, like Theo-
dore DeLong, contended that public
teaching was the only thing denied
a woman in the assembly: “Is there
any other good thing that women are
commanded not to do except teach
in public?”® More specifically, James
A. Harding reasoned that “the speak-

David Lipscomb
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ing that is forbidden in the church is that in which the woman
becomes a leader, one in authority” because “God made man to
be the leader, the ruler, and the woman to be his helpmeet.”’

One characteristic of some “digressives” or progressives
was that women sometimes served as preachers or evangelists.
According to John T. Poe, it was “common among digressives
for women to preach, lecture and pray now as among any of the
other sects.” But, he added, “it must not be so in the church of
Christ.”® This became an identifiable mark that distinguished
Christian churches (“digressives”), though it was not true of all,
or even most, congregations. Indeed, this point (“woman is not to
usurp authority, is to keep silence in the church”) is so plain, ac-
cording to Lipscomb, that he did “not see why the teaching that
Jesus is the Son of God may not be set aside by the same rule
and reasoning” that this “teaching is set aside.”

Second, all the editors agreed that women should not partici-
pate in the organization, leadership and function of various eccle-
siastical (e.g., Christian Woman’s Board of Mission) or activist
(e.g., temperance movement) societies.

At one level this was directed against the “digressives” who
encouraged women to organize local societies. “Dear sis-
ters,” wrote William Wise, “do not suffer yourselves to be orga-
nized into women’s aid societies. Do all your work in the Lord’s
house—His church.”!® Thus, according to Elisha G. Sewell,
“women who build societies and become presidents and pub-
lic leaders bring troubles, bring wounds and heartaches among
brethren, cause division and strife in churches and throw a blight
over Christian unity wherever they prevail.”"" The standard
warning, voiced by Wise, was: “Don’t let any digressive click
organize you into their societies.”'?

At another level this was directed toward any activism by
women outside the home or church. The public sphere was not
accessible to women as determined by God’s created order,
according to the argument. This perspective was strongly em-
bedded within the Tennessee Tradition and was promoted by its
leading editors, David Lipscomb and James A. Harding. Yet,
even Lipscomb had his antagonists in the south, including Silena
Moore Holman—an elder’s wife—who was the President of the
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