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the denomination. And in 2002 the Standing Committee, on behalf
of NAPAD, submitted a restructure proposal to the General Board
of the denomination. This proposal sought to place NAPAD on an
equal footing with the Hispanic and African American ministries in
the denomination. It sought to do so by moving the Office of the
Executive Pastor of NAPAD from DHM to the Office of the General
Minister and President. In the end, however, the proposal failed, as it
was rejected by the General Board of the church. The General Board
offered an alternative proposal, one that would take the Executive
Pastor's Office out ofDHM but make it an independent NAPAD
Commission, rather than placing it in the Office of the General Min-
ister and President. This proposal would have allowed the Execu-
tive Pastor more freedom to conduct his ministry among Asian and
Pacific Islander Disciples, but it would have deprived him of the ser-
vices and equipment he was entitled to as a member of a general unit
of the church such as DHM. Independently providing such services
and equipment would have been exorbitantly costly. Whether to ac-
cept the General Board's proposal was discussed at the 2002 NAPAD
Convocation, held August 1-3, once again at Chapman University in
Orange, California. In the end, the alternative proposal was declined,
and NAPAD chose to remain within DHM for the time being.76 In
light of this decision, the Convocation reactivated the Executive
Council and elected Kim Tran as next moderator.

"The time being" turned out to be rather lengthy, for the work
of restructure was not taken up till 2008. In the meantime, NAPAD
continued to thrive. In September 2002, Soongook Choi died as a
result of his illness, joining David T. Kagiwada as a permanent icon
of the community. In 2003, Patricia (Cisa) Payuyo was elected as
First Vice Moderator of the General Assembly, thus becoming the
first Asian person to be part of the Moderator Team. Payuyo was
followed in 2005 by Carolyn Ho, who was also elected as First Vice
Moderator of the General Assembly. Other NAPAD members served
on numerous boards and committees of the denomination, including
the General Board. On July 28-31,2004, the NAPAD Convocation
took place in Chicago, Illinois, on the campus of the University of
Chicago and the Disciples of Divinity House. There April Lewton
was chosen as new moderator. In July 2005, many NAPAD mem-
bers watched a historic moment take shape at the General Assembly
held in Portland, Oregon, as Dr. Sharon E. Watkins was elected new
General Minister and President of the Christian Church (Disciples of
fhrist), the first woman to assume the position. Like her predeces-
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sor Dr. Hamm, Watkins actively supported works and aspirations of
NAPAD. And she was present at the next NAPAD Convocation, held
August 10-12, 2006, at Pacific School of Religion, in Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, where Cindy Kim was elected moderator.

In 2008 the work of restructure resumed. That year, August 6-9,
NAPAD held its fifteenth convocation in Stony Point, New York.
The community elected Lian Jiang as new moderator. It also ap-
pointed a Restructure and Constitution Renewal Task Force (RCRT),
composed of ten persons, chaired by Timothy S. Lee. The forma-
tion of the Task Force was motivated by a new development in the
denomination. That year, under Sharon Watkins's leadership, the
General Board approved the formation of a Mission Alignment Co-
ordinating Council (MACC), a twelve-person team, entrusted with
streamlining and better integrating general units of the church.77

Given NAPAD's desire for restructure shown at the 2000 Vision
Conference, it was assumed that the new alignment would bring sig-
nificant changes to NAPAD, and RCRT was charged to prepare for
the change, particularly by amending the constitution and bylaws of
the community.

After deliberating for a year, in April 2009, MACC submit-
ted a nine-point proposal to the General Board. One of them was
GB-09-066: "The NAPAD Executive Pastor will be accountable to
a NAPAD executive board and the ministry as a whole will have a
covenantal relationship to the General Board." If this proposal was
adopted, the Office of the Executive Minister of NAPAD would no
longer be housed in DHM but become a distinct unit of the general
church. It also entailed that the Executive Council of NAPAD would
change into a Board of Directors that would not simply play an advi-
sory role but have oversight of the Executive Pastor and be account-
able directly to the community. The General Board adopted the pro-
posal, and it stipulated that the new structure of NAPAD be in effect
January 1,2010.78

Meanwhile NAPAD's Restructure Task Force had been making
progress in revising the governance documents, collapsing the con-
stitution and bylaws into one document, simply called the Bylaws of
the North American Pacific/Asian Disciples. The amended Bylaws
were adopted at the sixteenth Convocation, held in Seattle, Wash-
ington, August 4-7,2010. The Convocation also affirmed the work
ofMACC and elected the inaugural Board of Directors, consisting
of fourteen people: Janet Casey-Allen, Glenn Carson, Jinsuk Chun
(Moderator-Elect), Susan Gonzalez-Dewey, Sandhya Jha, Timothy



S. Lee (Moderator), Paulo Lealaitafea, April Lewton, Lian Jiang,
JoAnne Kagiwada, Cindy Kim-Hengst (Secretary/Treasurer), Gideon
Yu, Geunhee Yu (ex-officio), and Sharon E. Watkins (ex-officio).
On November 22,2012, Geunhee Yu retired from the Office of the
Executive Pastor of NAPAD, after nearly twenty years of service in
the post, having ably shepherded the process of a subunit of DHM
becoming a general ministry of the denomination, increasing the
number of NAPAD congregations from less than twenty to over
ninety in his tenure, with over a dozen different ethnic groups repre-
sented, though the majority of them were Korean.79 Nominated to be
Yu's successor was Jinsuk (John) Chun, a former deployed staff of
the Pacific Southwest Region in charge of Asian and Pacific-Islander
ministries, the successor to Jai Kwan Ahn, nominated by the Board's
action in June 2011, upon the recommendation of a search commit-
tee headed by Cindy Kim-Hengst. 80 A new day was dawning on the
community. The Disciples of Christ have come a long way since
1924 or 1942-and North American Pacific/Asian Disciples are no
longer eddying in the margins but are striving in the mainstream, in
union with the body of Disciples at large.

Timothy S. Lee, Ph.D. is Associate Professor
of the History of Christianity and Director of
Asian (Korean) Church Studies at Brite Divin-
ity School in Fort Worth, Texas.
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History of Stone-Campbell
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comprehensive study of our

history to date.



Global History. The two words, when
placed side-by-side, bring into perspec-
tive both the where and the when of our
place in space-time. From my small
point in both, I can look to the horizon
and see not only where I have come
from and where I am at present, but also
where I might be going. Each of us un-

derstands that we see all of this through the particular colors
and shadows of the prisms we carry and acknowledge that the
interpretations we offer may be altered or improved upon by
others. Still, we have the responsibility to all our fellows past,
present, and future to do our best to describe what we see, and
to explain why things are as they appear to be.

Perhaps the best way to go about this is within a communi-
ty. When I venture all on my own to detail the where and when,
I am proffering a viewpoint that has yet to be tested. If, instead,
I begin within a community, listening to the ideas around me,
filtering my own notions by the considerable opinions of oth-
ers, then I have a better chance from the very beginning to give
my description in a way that more closely resembles things as
they actually are.

The places, and persons, and events that comprise a global
history can be detailed in part. None of us would be so bold as
to say that absolutely everyone and everything have been in-
cluded. And, if it were possible to write the history-to-end-all-
histories, where would the opportunity lie for those who come
after us to grapple with their own ideas, and give the world new
perspectives and explanations? No, we do what we can now -
even our very best - and rest confidently in the knowledge that
while imperfect, we have given our all.

We know, too, that we are following those who have come
before. When we begin to tell our own story of the world, we
know that many have given their own versions long before we
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arrived on the scene. Looking to those ancestral story-tellers,
we gain the insights that their own times and places provided,
drawing from the wisdom that they left us, and either incorpo-
rating their findings into our own narrative, or rejecting their
summaries as not quite on the mark. Regardless of where we
end up, we are indebted to the sincere efforts of those proto-
historians who, like us, gave fresh interpretations to the epochs
that lay just behind.

There comes a time, though, to tell the whole story, not just
a portion of it.
Where pieces
of the grand
story have been
laid out before,

When we begin to tell our own story
of the world, we know that many have
given their own versions long before

we arrived on the scene.now comes
the time to fit
all the pieces together and tum the patchwork into a seamless
tale of who, and when, and why. If the story has only been told
from special viewpoints, the time comes to include all views in
the telling - all at the same time. A difficult task to be sure, but
one worthy of the undertaking when the end result is the story
explored from all angles, reviewed by the community, and then
shared in one, united voice.

A global history, then, is where the many become one, the
past meets the present, and the future beckons us to tell our
story compellingly, so that the generations to come will hear,
and reflect, and tell again.

-Glenn Thomas Carson


