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publication of the Gospel Advocate, which they began in
18550 This publication, suspended during the war, resumed
its weekly visits in 1866. It was dedicated to checking
"innovations" in the Church-=missionary societies, instru-

mental music, etc. Fanning's association with it ceased at
the close of 1867. In 1872 he inaugurated the Religious
Historian, which he continued until his death in 1874.

The following character sketch is from the pen of a
personal friend and associate:

The career of Tolbert Fanning was stormy~ strong,
eventful~ and eminently successful. . • • He was a man
of convictions, and had the courage thereof. His so-
cial and affectionate natures were not of the cordial
and magnetic order that draws, but of the austere,
rigid type that repels. He praised no one, compli-
mented few, but visited on all who fell below his high
standard the unfailing recompense of rewardo 0 • 0

His life work has left an indelible impress on his
environments for good. In his life work he dealt in no
softness of language. He waved no plumes, wreathed no
garlands $ but struck from the shoulder and at the vi-
talso He was destitute of poetry and barren of imag-
inationo In his bold, aggressive work, with pen and
tongue, he asked only the attention of those to whom he
spoke and for whom he wrote and an unconditional sur-
render when convinced. Through life he struggled he-
roically against his own impetuous, imperious, and
tyrannical dispositiono He fought bravely and contin-
uously for the education--for the physical, intellec-
tual, and spiritual development--of all with whom he
had to doc His deep and abiding faith in the word of
God; his unwavering contempt for, and unceasing war-
fare against, all human creeds, traditions, and super-
stitions--and especially against the philosophic theo-
ries and metaphysical speculations of the tall, skep-
tical sons of science=-aroused and impelled him to cry
aloud and warn his brethren and all concerned, in sea-
son and out of season, to leave Babylon and return to
Jerusalem--to behold the walls of Zion, contemplate her
towers3 enter her gates, and live and die within her
sacred precinctso1

lScobey, Ope cito, ppo 143, 144.



Ben jaminFranklin Hall
Benjamin Franklin Hall was born in Moorefield~ Nich-

olas County, Kentucky, June 13, 1803, and died in Grayson
County, Texas, May 1, 1873.

He began preaching in 1823 when but twenty years of
age. About two years later, May 15, 1825, he and To M. AI-
len were ordained to the Christian rrinistry by Barton W.
stone at Old Union, Fayette County, Kentucky.l He evange-
lized in the early period of his ministry in Middle Tennes-
see and Northern Alabama, being the first to proclaim the
principles of the Restoration Movement in the latter state,
at Moulton, in l826~2

The first few years of his labors were character-
ized by the usual type of evangelism practiced by the
Christians and some other religious groups--the mourner1s
bench, or anxious seat. He proved very successful in get-
ting men and women to express an interest in religion, but
few seemed to find the relief and satisfaction which they
sought for in Christ. He labored under the growing

1John I. Rogers, ed., Autobiography of Elder Samuel
Rogers (Cincinnati: Standard Publishing Company, 1909),
p. 57.

2O. P. Spiegel, "Alabama," Churches of Christ, edited
b, John To Brown (Louisville, Kentucky: John P. Morton and
Company, 1904), p. 201.
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conviction that something must be wrong with his preaching,
since so many failed to find the Lord. An examination of
the records of apostolic preaching found in the book of
Acts confirmed this belief; for no sincere seeker turned
away without knowing the joy of sins forgiveno He wrote
of this experience at a later date: "I saw there was a
great difference between their converts and ourso Theirs
knew they were pardoned, and rejoiced in it; ours could
only hope, and that with fear and trembling.HI

He was still greatly distressed over the matter
when he started on a trip to visit his mother in Kentucky.
On the way he stopped at the home of "a certain Brother
Guess," who lived on Line Creek, the boundary line between
Tennessee and Kentucky. Here he found a copy of the de-
bate on baptism between Alexander Campbell and William Mc-
Calla, and, for the first time~ was made aware of Camp-
bell's arguments on the design of baptism. At last he per-
ceived

the wisdom and benevolence of the Divine Saviour in
the institution of that ordinance. The light flashed
upon my mind, and for the first time in my life I saw
that baptism was to be administered to penitent be-
lievers for an evidence to them of the remission of
their past sins.

I rejoiced exceedingly because I had found the
long lost link in the chain of gospel truth. I had
been looking for it, and knew it the moment it caught
my eye. It was like the chief corner-stone in the
foundation of the temple, though often trampled upon

1Millennial Harbinger, Vol. VII, New Series, November,
1843, p. 512.
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in the search for it, when put in its proper place,
its comeliness and utility were apparent.1

Hall immediately began to present this newly dis-

covered truth to others, first in Kentucky, then in Ala-

bama. He preached in a camp-meeting at Mill CreekJ near

Tomkinsville, in Monroe County, KentuckYJ and twenty re-

sponded to the invitation at the conclusion of the sermon.

He then spent an hour explaining the purpose of baptism in

the gospel plan of salvation. At the close of this period

of instruction, five indicated their desire to be baptized

immediately, although the hour was approaching midnighto2

He evangelized in Alabama until the spring of 1827

when he returned to Kentucky, preaching in Mercer and Wash-

ington Counties. Among the early converts gained in Ala-

bama was James C. Anderson. "In 1837," Tolbert Fanning
wrote at the time of Hall's death, "we heard him preach

salvation through obedience to Christ9 for which, we shall
ever be thankful.,,3

The preliminary steps for union between the Reform-

ers and Christians by Stone, Johnson, RogersJ and Smith, at

Lexington, Kentucky, in 1831, were followed by attempts to

effect a union between churches of the two groups on a 10-

cal level. It was not until 1835, however~ that the union

was effected in Lexington under the labors of T. M. Allen.

Hall assisted Allen in a meeting in this church in that

2Ibid.

3Religious Historian, Vol. II, June, 1873, p. 192.
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year, resulting in 26 additionso In reporting this evan-
gelistic effort, Hall made the following statement concern-
ing the status of the church: DThe difficulties between
the two parties are settled finally. The brethren now have
a good house of worship~ and are prosperingo The cause is
looking up, and beginning to attract noticeoffl Bo Fo Hall
was the minister of the Lexington church during 1838, 1839,

and a portion of 1840.2

Hall was invited to speak in the Baptist Church in
Edenton, North Carolina, in 18330 Thomas Meredith~ editor
of the Baptist Interpreter, had resigned as their minister
but continued to hold membership with this congregation.
After Hall's sermon, he severely criticized his doctrine, al-
though the majority of the members were sympathetic toward

them.3
Alexander Campbell~ Thomas Campbell, Ro Yo Henley,

M. Lo Henley, B. F. Hall, and E. Ao Campbell formed a party
to visit Eastern Virginia and New York in the fall of 1833.4

Hall preached at Fredericksburg and Richmond. From the

~illennial Harbinger, Vol. VI, November, 1835, po 567.
2Charles C. Ware, Barton Warren stone (st. Louis, Mis-

souri: The Bethany Press, 1932), po 255.
3Charles Co Ware, North Carolina Disciples of Christ

(sto Louis, Missouri: Christian Board of publication,
1927), p. 58.

4Millennial Harbinger, Vol. IV, November, 1833,
pp. 560-566; December, 1833, po 583.
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latter city Alexander Campbell turned toward New York, but

Thomas Campbell and B. F. Hall set their faces toward North

Carolina. Hall remained at Edenton for two Sundays.l He

then rejoined Alexander Campbell at Norfolk, Virginia, leav-
ing Thomas Campbell at Edenton.

Hall held a meeting in Nashville in the spring of

1840, 26 being added to the membership of this church 0 2 In

June of that year he moved to Louisville from Lexington,3

spending his time in deepening the spirituality and con-

victions of the Christians in that city, and evangelizing

in Kentucky and Indiana. Four years later~ 1844, his let-
ters are written from Versailles, Kentucky.4

He spent the winter of 1846=47 in Alabamao5 1848

found him first in Philadelphia, then in Tennessee.6 Later
in the year he held a debate in Mississippi with Clayton, a

Universalist, which continued for a weeko7 During this

year, also, he assisted Alexander Graham in establishing a

lware, North Carolina Disciples of Christ, opo cit.,
po 62. Ware gives an extended account of the difficulties
at Edenton caused by the preaching of Hall.

~illennial Harbinger, Vola IV, New Series, June, 1840,
po 279.

3Ibid, November, 1840, po 517.

4Ibid, Vol. I, Third Series, November, 1844, po 528,
December, 1844, p. 620.

5Ibid, Vol. IV, Series III, December, 1847, po 712.

6Christian Magazine, Vol. I, September, 1848,
pp. 287, 288; October, 1848, po 314.

7Ibid, November, 1848, p. 351.
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church in Aberdeen, Mississippi, and T. W. Caskey in plant-
ing churches at Clinton and Mto Hebron, in Alabama.l In
November he presided at a co=operation meeting for Southern
Alabama and Northern Mississippio2 In January, 1849, he
was in New Orleans.3 Later in 1849 he made a business trip
to Texas, also preaching at Houston, Galveston, Austin,
Crockett, Shreveport, Dallas, McKinney, and in Hopkins Coun-
tyo Concerning his labors at the last place, he wrote:
"They had a me eting in progress when I reached the neighbor-
hood in an ox waggon (sic), being unable to ride on horse-
back 0 Feeble as I was, I delivered three discourses. ,,4

He spent some time in Memphis, Tennessee, during
1850 and 18510 He was in Kentucky during a portion of 1841,
but returned to Tennessee in time to attend the State Meet-
ing in October, being chosen to preside at the sessions of

this gathering. Hall was placed on the Board of Directors
of the Tennessee Evangelizing Association for 185205 At
this time he was editor of the Christian Age, and the as-
sembly voted to recommend it to the Christians throughout

Tennessee.
B. F. Hall's later years were spent in Texas. He

1 2Ibid, II, January, 1849, po 33. Ibid, po 35.
3Ibid, June, 1849, p. 231.
4Ibid, Vol. II, December, 1849, po 467; Vol. III,

January, 1850, pp. 26, 27.
5Ibid, Vol. V, June, 1852, p. 188.
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had a homestead and extensive land holdings in Grayson Coun-

ty.l His name is intimately associated with rrany churches

in Texas. He was at Van Alstyne in 1854. YfThe initial

move toward establishing a church in Dallas was rradB by B.
F. Hall in 1857. ,,2 He was sue cessful in re-organiz ing a

3church near Hallonia in August of 1859. He collaborated

with Joe Brice Wilmeth in establishing a church in Sherman,

and later served as their minister for several years.4

Three years before his death Hall established the church in

Waco. Colby Hall records the following information con-

cerning the beginning of this church:

In the fall of 1870 two consecrated women~ Mrs.
Phoebe Naore (Dr. Moore's mother) and Mrs 0 Sallie
Skidmore, were sent to Grayson County'to secure the
services of Dr. B. Fo Hall to come to,Waco to hold a
meeting. These saintly women travelled the 348 miles,
the round trip for three weeks, by a two-horse wagon,
with the companionship of only an old trusted Negro
driver. It was through sparsely settled country still
troubled by Indians, and they camped out at night.
This meeting resulted in the organization of the Church
in Waco (October 29, 1870) with 18 charter members and
29 added at the meeting.5

Hall served as a chaplain during the Civil War on

the side of the South. William Baxter describes him as a

war-crazed, bloodthirsty advocate of rebellion and enemy
of all Yankees:

IColby D. Hall, Texas Disciples (Fort Worth, Texas:
Texas Christian University Press, 1953)~ po 93.

2Ibid.

3Millennial Harbinger, Vol. II, Series V, November,
1859, pp. 656, 657.

4Hall, Ope c~~o, pp. 93, 390. 5Ibid, po 370.
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When the Rangers came to join M'Culloch, prior to

the battle of Pea Ridge, one regiment was commanded
by a son of the venerable and sainted Barton Wo Stone,
whose apostolic purity of life and teaching are held
in greatest remembrance by thousandso This son wore
and disgraced the name of his father; and of his regi-
ment, Elder B. Fo Hall was chaplain. He had other
aims, however, than to minister to the spiritual needs
of the rude troopers; he rode a fine mule, carried a
splendid rifle, and stipulated expressly that when
there was any chance for killing Yankees he must be al-
lowed the privilege of bagging as many as possible • 0 0

He boasted of his trusty rifle, of the accuracy of his
aim, and doubted not that the weapon, with which he
claimed to have killed deer at two hundred yards, would
be quite as effectual when a Yankee was the mark. 0 • 0

Once during the evening he wished that the people of
the North were upon one vast platform, with a magazine
of powder beneath, and that he might have the pleasure
of applying the match to hurl them into eternity.l

He was associated with four different periodicals
advocating the Reformation: Gospel Advocate, 1836-1837,
with John To Johnson; Christian Panopolist, 1837, with
William Hunter; Christian Magazine, 1848, with Jesse Bo Fer-
guson and Tolbert Fanning; Christian Age, 1852, with T. J •
• e1ish, Do So Burnet, B.Franklin, W. W. Eaton, and Co L.
Looso He contributed to a number of periodicals. Two of
his sermons are included in the first volume of the Cbris-
tian Preacher, edited by D. S. Burnet: "The Type and Anti-
type of Salvation," and "The Resurrection of Christ.n2

Christian Songs was the title of his compilation of hymns.
Other publications of Hall include the following: "A, Dis-
course on Three Salvations," Every Man His Own Dentist,

1William Baxter, Pea Ridge and Prairie Grove (Cincin-
nati: Poe and Hitchcock, 1864), po 113.

2Christian Preacher, Vol. I, May, 1836, ppo 97-117;
September, 1836, pp. 193-236.
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and Methodism, the Source and Secret of Its Power.l

Those who knew Dr. Hall characterized him as a man
of iron and claY3 sometimes strong, often weak:

But Dro Hall at best was one of the most peculiar
men of his day. At times, great, at othersg small and
very smallo Now strong as Samson3 again weak as he
when shorn of his locks. At times, while listening to
him discoursing upon the theme of redemption3 you felt
near the gate of heaven, anon, while associating with
him in every~day life9 you almost felt that you had
struck the direct route to Pandemonium. Just think of
it! He would occasionally quit preaching and mount
his pony, with rifle lashed over his shoulder~ knife in
belt, arrayed in garb that likened him to Arab, Tartar,
or North American Indian, would wander for months with
chosen comrades over the vast plains of Texas3 hunting
the deer or the buffalo. No doubt he enjoyed these ex-
cursions immenselY3 for he could entertain you royally
in recounting his thrilling adventures and ffbair=breadth
escapes.u2

Tolbert Fanning wrote of Hall at tbe time of his
death:

Tbis distinguished minister of the Gospel was laid
to rest at his home in Grayson C009 Texas, May lst9 1873.
• 0 0 In some respects, our Brother was eccentric, self-
willed and very unfortunate, but was in the main, a
sound teacher of truth; and few men of the age» have
evinced superior capacity. His greatest errors of life
were evinced in his marriage relations and possibly,
once or twice in his life, yielding to a shallow policy
on denominational favor. For suggesting to him his mis-
takes, he died our enemy. But he was a great man and
we trust his faults, were not sucb as to close the gates
of the beautiful city against him. We taught his child-
ren, labored much with him, loved him as a brother of
the Lord, and feel that we have lost an old friend and
fellow soldier. His brethren should mourn his death

lClaude E. Spencer, comp., An Author Catalog of Dis-
ciples of Christ and Related Religious Groups (Canton, Vis-
souri: Disciples of Christ Historical SocietY3 1946),
po 134.

2W• C. Rogers, Recollections of Men of Faith (St. Louis:
Christian Publishing Company, l889), p. 99.
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as the loss of one who did much to promote the cause
of God.l

And Chalmers McPherson~ writing of the Disciples in
Texas, pays this tribute to Dr. Hall's memory:

B. Fo Hall's body lies in the Van Alstyne Cemetary.
He was a remarkable preachero I never knew him as he
died just prior to my coming to the State. Many times
I have heard those who had heard him~ speak of his ser-
mons and of incidents connected with his life. Some
seemed to think that during his closing days he was the
object of bitter and unnecessary opposition and per-
secution •••• At any rate~ he was a masterful preach-
er» and a man of wonderful power.2

There is little trace of eccentricities or pecu-
llarities in B. F. Hall's contributions to the periodicals
of the Restoration Movement. They are marked by that posi-
tive and earnest tone which is rooted in firm convictions
of great spiritual truths, and reveal careful thought~
logical arrangement, and Scriptural foundation. His ex-
perience and ability made Hall a valuable member of the
editorial staff of the Christian Magazine during the first
year of its publication.

1Religious Historian, Vol. II, June» 1873$ po 192.
aChalmers McPherson, Disciples of Christ in Texas (Cin-

cinnati: Standard Publishing Company, 1920), po 223.
Note: W. Co Rogers, Ope cito, devotes an entire chap-

ter to a discussion of B. F. Hall 0 FUrther information con-
cerning Hall may be found in the Millennial Harbinger as
follows: 1834, ppo 129, 130, 472; 1838~ po 228, 1839,
pp. 426, 427, 473; 1840, ppo 91, 279, 381, 424, 517$ 518;
1841, ppo 47, 333, 521, 526; 1842, ppo 188, 320, 1844,
pp. 528, 560; 1846, p. 238, and Richard Lo James, The Dis-
ciples of Christ in Alabama. Unpublished Bo Do thesis,
University of Chicago, 1937.



Jobn D. Eicbbaum

John Eicbbaum was associated with Jesse Ferguson as
an editor of the Christian Magazine during 1850 and 1851.
David Lipscomb, recording bis death at the age of 73, left
the following character sketch of this teachers editors and
evangelist for posterity:

He was an earnest, clear-headed student of the
Bible, and a speaker of force and powerp and did very
effective work as a preachero 0 0 0 Everywhere Brother
Eichbaum created surprise by bis youthful appearance,
togather with his decision of character9 clearness and
force in presenting truth. • Q • All his life a self-
denying spirit characterized him. He was inclined to
ascetic spirit, a self-denying austerity in his habits.
Connected with this, he became involved in mystic ideas
of spiritualism for a time. This seemed to have weak-
ened his decision of character--and destroyed the en-
ergy and positiveness of his life, so that his later
years did not fulfill the promise of his early life;
but all his life he would deny himself even needful
food in seeking the attainment of spiritual good or to
help others. He was an earnest believer in prayer, and
gave much time and zeal to fasting and prayer. Q ••
Brother Eichbaum had but little regard for money, and
no knOWledge of how to care for it. At one time quite
a sum in cash was left him, and in a few months it was
all gone; not by extravagance, but a lack of care for
it and knowledge how to use it. Whatever he had was
freely bestowed upon everyone in needs even though he
needed it himselfQ In doing what he thought was right,
he was ready to perform the most disagreeable duties
and endure any sacrificesQ He felt the Christian's
mission was to save the lost; so he was ready to labor
to save the outcast and disreputable sinners of earth.l

1Gospel Advocate, July 14, 1898s p. 450.
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John Eichbaum was born in Nashville, Tennessee,

December 9, 1825. His father was a bookseller and station-
er in that city, and his mother was a teacher. William A.
Eichbaum, the father, was active in the Nashville Church
of Christ, serving as superintendent of a Bible School as-
socia ted with this church for "several years. ff

Love for books and the desire to study marked John
Eichbaumvs life from early years. He was graduated from
the University of Nashville with high honorso In 1844 he
was named to the first faculty of Franklin College as uPro-
feasor of Ancient Languages fI and "Assistant Professor of
Agriculture and Horticulture. ,,1 One of the factors in-
fluencing his decision to accept a position as assistant
editor of the Christian Magazine was the opportunity "to
prosecute some studies which were incompatible with his
duties as State Evangelist. u2

Eichbaum resigned his position on the faculty of
Franklin College to devote full time to preaching. He was
preaching as early as 1844. In October of that year he
accompanied Mr. and Mrs. Tolbert Fanning, S. E. Jones, and
P. R. Runnels on a tour to Alabama, Mississippi, and Ten-
nessee.3 Three years later, December$ 1847, Jesse Fergu-
son, minister of the Nashville Church of Christ, highly

lChristian Review, Vol. I, November, 1844, p. 262.
2Christian Magazine, Vol. III, January, 1850, p. 30.
3Christian Review, Vol. I, December, 1844, po 265.
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recommended Eichbaum, a member of his congregation, to the
consideration of the brotherhood at large as a preacher of
the gospel:

Our young and estimable brother JOHN EICHBAUM9 has
gone out into the great field of the gospel procla-
mation. It is a refreshing spectacle during the prev-
alence of a self-seeking spirit to see a young man of
talent and education, contrary to the wishes and advice
of most of his friends, willing to forego almost all
things for the sake of winning souls to Christ. 0 0 0

Brother Eichbaum has counted up the cost, and I know
of no one who has so deliberately given himself up
with the purpose of devoting all his natural and ac-
quired gifts to the service of God and truth as the
only rational and scriptural design of life.

We most cheerfully commend Bro. E. to the Brother-
hood every where, as a devoted Disciple of our Lord,
and a fearless and faithful advocate of the faith once
delivered to the Saints, satisfied that wherever his
lot may be cast, he will show himself "a workman ap-
proved unto God and one that needeth not to be
ashamed.l

This young preacher was associated with J. J. Trott
as a State Evangelist during 1848, 1849, and 1852. With
Trott he preached in Tennessee9 Alabama9 Mississippi, Geor-
gia, South Carolina, and Kentucky. Their reports appeared
regularly in the Christian magazine.

Co-operative work had an earnest advocate in John
Eichbaum. His articles on co-operation in the Christian
Magazine were written to strengthen the co-operative pro-
gram in Tennessee. He served as secretary of the State Co-
operation meetings of Tennessee in 1848, 1849, 1852. He
was also appointed on various committees at each of these
meetings. He was also influential in the organization of

lChristian Review, Vol. IV, December, 1847, ppe 383, 384.
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the Christian Evangelizing Association of Tennesseei and
served on the Board of Directors for 1852 and 1853.

Little is known of his later 1ife.1 He married a
"Miss }fay Gregg after he had passed his fiftieth yeari who
died a year or two" before he husband, 2 leaving two daugh-
ters. The latest information concerning his activities
which we have been able to locate is in a letter from James
Cha11en, who wrote from Nashville, under date of February
29» 1860: "Young Bro. John Elchbaum, and Broo Wo So Haw-
kins--who is a member here--are preaching in other places,
as opportunities offer.u3

4rr. Claude Spenceri Curator of the Disciples of Christ
Historical Society, Nashville» Tennessee» in a letter dated
February 21i 1956, states: "I have searched every where
for material about John Eichbaumo None of the Tennessee or
Nashville biographical references have any entries on him.
I also checked the index of the Tennessee Historical ~ar-
ter1y and found only one reference. He was elected a cor-
responding member of the Tennessee Historical Society after
it was formed about 1849."

2Gospel Advocate, July 14i 1898i po 450.
~illennial Harbinger, Vol. III, Series Vi April, 1860,

po 216.



John R. Howard

John R. Howard was born September 21, 1807, on
a farm near Oxford, North Carolina, the sixth of nine
children born to Barnett and Jane Hunt Howard.l

The Howard family moved to Tennessee in the autumn
of 1820, settling in Henry County, where many of their
relatives had made their homes before themo Barnett How-
ard died in 1824, leaving the family to be cared for,
nurtured~ and educated by the second son, Iemucan Howard,
who, at that time, was about twenty-five years of age.

Little is known of the family from the time they
arrived in Tennessee until the year 18330 In a letter to
Alexander Campbell in 1852, John Ho Howard wrote: "It
seems but yesterday since I was a school urchin and a 'col-
lege boy.'fl2 The extent of his college education is not
known, although we are certain that he was attending the
University of Nashville in 1829.3

IFrank M. Baim, The Contribution of John R. Howard to
the Reformation of the Nineteenth Century (unpublished
B. D. thesis, School of Religion, Butler University, 1948),
p. 1. This thesis contains the best account of Howard's
life to which we have had access, and it has been followed
rather closely for vital facts in his life.

2Millennial Harbinger, Vol. II, Series IV, December,
1852, p. 714.

3
Christian Pioneer, Vol. I, June, 1861, p. 40.
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The story of Howard's conversion was communicated

to Alexander Campbell in the following letter» dated Paris,
Tennessee, May, 1834:

I was immersed last November on one cold Lordis
day night, myself and two others, the ground being
covered with deep snow, which had fallen in the morn-
ing--by brother J. R. M'Call, of Lexington, Kyo Had
I have had the gospel explained to me as it is in the
WORD OF GOD, I expect I should have probably-Secome a
Christian at least fifteen years ago, (being now in
my 26th year;) and should, I expect, have, long be-
fore this, been proclaiming the good news to a deluded,
a benighted, and a dying world. As it is, I have re-
solved to do so as soon as I feel sufficiently pre-
paredo I was religiously inclined almost from my in-
fancy--from my first recollections; and although I
had been occasionally led astray in the paths of error
and sin by the syren voice of pleasure, I returned back
again each time, with deeper and deeper contrition, un-
til I resolved to forsake the "ways of the world," and
accordingly acted up to the spirit of my resolution.
Fbr a year, perhaps, or longer, before I was immersed,
I was resting in the belief of the remission of my
sins--upon faith alone, however, for I could not be-
lieve in the miraculous conversions and revelations of
the Spirit, as preached up by the sectarian teachers.
Shadowy, and unconsolatory assurance was it to me! I
could not consent to join any of the sects. I had in-
dependence of mind enough to read the Bible, and thIIik
for myself; and on comparing their systems with that
volume, I found in them ALL discrepancies from it, and
ob ectionable and re ulsive features, occasioned by
t ese departures from apostolic order 0 The duty of
obeying the Lord in immersion pressed heavier and hea-
vier upon me. I heard at length the gospel proclaimed
in its truth and purity; an invitation was tendered to
those who felt willing to obey it, and I gladly embraced
the opportunity; like the Jailor and his household, was
immersed the same hour of the night; and the conse-
quence is, that I now feel a full, a clear, a sensible,
and a perfect remission of my sins, and can now go
along my way ~oicing. These, sir, are the outlines
of my religious experience. I often wonder that I had
not discovered the truth sooner! A vail was over my
mind in reading the Christian Institutiono That being
now taken away, all is as plain as objects in the
brightest noon day! so plain, that it seems to me, that
"he who ~ may read, rr and Nwayfaring men, though fools
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cannot err therein.nl

Howard married Martha Clausell in l835e She was
born in Virginia in 1818, and, at the time of her marriage,
was only 16 years of ageo They lived together for seven-
teen years before her death in 1851 at the age of 33. Four
children died before their mother; two were left. These
also died within a comparatively short time. Little is
known of Howardws second wife except that she was a "Miss
Frazier of Arkansas."

A roving spirit and ill health led him to make many
changes of residence: Tennessee, Kentucky, Iowa, Illinois.
He spent much time in and around Paris and Sulphur Well
Academy in Tennessee9 and in Paducah, Kentucky. He died
February 28, 1870, at the home of Elder George W. Ferrill,
near Cobden, Illinois.

Howard began preaching within a short time after his
baptism, and labored in Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama, Mis-
souri, and Illinois. He gave some time to farming in an
attempt to make a comfortable living. He taught his first
school in 1837, or earlier, and continued until 1852. He
was Principal of Sulphur Well Academyj and taught English,
Latin, and Greek. "He studied medicine while teaching
school near Concord, Calloway County, Kentucky, beginning
in 1837,,,2 and probably began practicing some three years

lMillennial Harbinger, Vol. V, July, 1834, ppe 332-333.
2Bairn, Ope cit., p. 32.
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1later.

Howard's editorial career began with the publi-
cation of the Christian Reformer at Paris, Tennessee, in
1836. This paper expired at the end of the first volume
from malnutrition brought on by an insufficiency of sub-
scribers. He issued the Bible Advocate from Paris also,
beginning in 1842. In 1847 this periodical was moved to
St. Louis, Missouri, uniting with the Christian Messenger
to form the Christian Messenger and Bible Advocate. How-
ard remained in Tennessee and the burden of publication fell
upon S. B. Aden. In May, 1850, the subscription list was
turned over to the Ecclesiastical Reformer. His third edi-

1Ibid, p. 33.
ZCf. George L. Peters, The Disciples of Christ in Mis-

souri (Published by the Centennial Convention, Missouri
Convention of the Disciples of Christ, 1937), p. 214.

torial venture was named the Christian Banner, a weekly,
published at Paducah, Kentucky, during 1854. In 1861 he
started the Christian Pioneer at Lindley, Missouri. How-
ard moved to Kentucky in 1862, but his name continued to
be listed as the editor until 1865.2 Howard continued to
contribute articles to the Pioneer through 1863. He
served as co-editor of the Christian Magazine with Jesse
Ferguson during 1852.

The only Howard publication was entitled Christi-
anity Illustrated. This was a volume of two hundred pages
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published in Nashville in 1843.1

Howard was a frequent contributor to the periodi-
cals of the Restoration Movement.2 Sermons from his pen
were included in the first two volumes of the Christian
Preacher, edited by D. So Burnet: uThe Good and Bad Foun-
dation," and flElection and Perseveranceou3

John R. Howard was God's man from the time he first
entrusted his life to the Master and pledged Him loyalty,
love, and serviceo As a preacher and doctor he ministered
to sick souls and sick bodies, as a teacher he trained the
minds entrusted to him; as an editor he corrected errors,
strengthened the faith of the weak, and contributed to the
cause of "Bible Christianity."

1Spencer, opo cito, po 157.
2Baim lists 16 periodicals to which Howard contributed.

Ope cito~ ppo 115~ 1160
3Christian Preacher, Volo Ij November, 1836, pp. 241-

256, Vol. II~ Novemberj 1837j ppo 241-260.



CHAPTER II

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE
CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE

Jesse B. Ferguson launched his untried craft~ the
Christian Magazine, upon an editorial stream already dot-
ted with many others, some old, some comparatively new.

A list of the "periodicals devoted to the cause of
the Bible and Primitive Christianity" on the eve of Fergu-
son's venture will be found in the Millennial Harbinger
for February, 1847. The following publications were con-
tending for consideration and support by the brotherhood:
Millennial Harbinger (Alexander Campbell)9 Bethany, Vir-
ginia; Genius of Christianity (A. Go Comings)9 Boston9

Massachusetts; Protestant Unionist (Walter Scott and Ro-
bert Fbrrester), Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; The Christian
Teacher (Aylett Raines), Paris, Kentucky; The Christian
Record (James •• Mathes), Bloomington9 Indiana; The Re-
former (Benjamin Franklin), Centerville9 Indiana; The In-
vestigator (P. T. Russell), Mishawaka, Indiana; Christian
Review (Tolbert Fanning), Franklin College9 Tennessee,
Christian Union and Journal (Arthur Crihfield), Cincinnati,
Ohio~ and Covington, Kentucky; Christian Intelligencer
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(Ro Lo Coleman), Scottsville~ Virginia; The Christian (W.
Wo Eaton), St. Johns, New Brunswick; The Witness of the
Truth (David Oliphant)~ Coburg, Upper Canada; Christian
Messenger (James Wallis), England.l

Many other periodicals were given to the public dur-
ing the six years that the Christian Magazine was published.
Campbell introduced the following to the readers of the M!l-
lennial Harbinger: British Millennial Harbinger, England,
Christian Union and Religi~us Review (Eo Eo Orvis), Phila-
delphia~ Pennsylvania; Proclamation and Reformer (union of
the Gospel Proclamatio~ and the Reformer~ edited by Alex-
ander Hall and Benjamin Franklin)~ Milton, Indiana, Chris-
ti~n Age (Bo Fo Hall~ at al), Cincinnati9 Ohio~ Christian
Sunday School Journa! (Jo Jackson), Lexington, Kentucky;
Stylus (Students of Bethany College)9 Bethany, Virginia;
Christian Banner (David Oliphant), Canada; Christian Teach-
~ (Peter Ainslie), Little Rock~ Arkansas, Ladies Christian
Annual (James Challen), Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Ec-
clesiastical Reformer (Carrol Kendrick), Harrodsburgh, Ken-
tucky; The Disciple (Co Lo Loos), Somerset~ Pennsylvania;
Christian Mirror (L. Lo Pinkerton), MidwaY9 Kentucky.2

~illennial Harbinger, Volo IV, Series III~ February,
1847, ppo 117=119.

2The best bibliography of periodicals published in the
interests of the Restoration Movement is Claude E. Spencer,
Periodicals of the Disci les of Christ and Related Reli ious
Groups Canton, Missouri: Disciples of Christ Historical
Society, 1943)0 Further information concerning any or all
of these periodicals may be found in this bibliography.
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Religious Journals of the Reformation

in Tennessee

The Christian Iessenger, Christian Baptist~ and
Millennial Harbinger circulated in Tennessee. Just how
widely they circulated is difficult to determinee Barton
Wo Stone, editor of the Christian Messenger, had friends
and relatives in Tennessee. He was in Nashville in 1796;
he evangelized with Reuben Dooley in Tennessee in 18110 On
October 31, 1811, he married Celia Wilson Bowan of Mansker
Creekol From 1812 to 1814 he lived in Sumner CountYi some
twelve miles from Nashville.2 The first edition of his Ad-
dress to the Christian Churches in Kentucky, Tennessee,
and Ohio was printed in Nashville in 1814.

The Christian Baptist and the Millennial Harbinger
had subscribers in Tennessee. The August~ l826i issue of
the Baptist listed the following subscribers from Tennessee:
Joseph Whittaker, Kilton; Amos Kirkpatrick~ Meigsville,
Daniel Travis, Readyville; Joshua Tarrington, Franklin;
and Wo Do Jourdan, Sparta.3 Subscribers to the Harbinger
from Tennessee are to be found in similar lists which
Alexander Campbell printed as receipts of subscriptions and
payment.4 Campbell was in Nashville and other places in

lWare, Barton Warren Stone, p. 101.
2~, p. 200
3Christian Baptist, Vol. IV, August, 1826, cover.
4See IHllennia1 Harbinger: 1830, ppo 144, 192, 239,

288, 383, 480; 1831, pp. 46-48, 108i 192, 240.
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Tennessee during November and December of' 1830.1 Margaret
B. Ewing, wif'e of' John o. Ewing and daughter of'Alexander
Campbell, died in Nashville, October 22, 1848.2 Thirteen
students from Tennessee were enrolled in Bethany College in
1843.3

The first attempt by anyone connected with the Res-
toration Movement to edit a paper advocating its principles
in Tennessee was made by John Ro Howard, who published the
Christian Reformer from Paris during 18360 In 1842 he be-
gan the Bible Advocate, which continued until 1847, when it
was merged with the Christian Messenger and moved to st.
Louis, taking the name Christian Messenger and Bible Advo-
cate. Howard remained in Paris, however, and So B. Aden
soon accepted complete responsibility for this periodical.

Tolbert Fanning, assisted by W. H. Wharton and J. C.
Anderson, began publishing the Christian Review at Nash-
ville in January, 1844. This publication was continued by
Fanning through 1847, when Jesse Ferguson took it over and
changed the name to Christian MagazineQ Following the
death of the Magazine at the close of 1853, Fanning and
David Lipscomb inaugurated the Gospel Advocate (1855),
which has continued publication since that time with the

1Millennial Harbinger: 1830, ppo 553, 554; 1831: pp. 19,
24, 29, 54, 109, 172.

2Millennial Harbinger, Volo V, Third Series, November,
1848, p. 659.

3Mil1ennial Harbinger, Vol. VII, New Series, June,
1843, p. 277.
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exception of a short period during the Civil Waro Fanning
also published the Religious Historian during l872i 1873,
and through May, 1874. T. B. Larimore was the editor of
the Angel of Mercy, Peace and Truth~ which he published
from Mars Hill Academy for one year (1875)o From Manches-
teri Coffee County, Tennessee, came the Gospel Heraldi edi-
ted by Rees Jones during 1861.1

The Christian Magazine
Jesse B. Ferguson assumed the editorial oversight

of the Christian Review in January, 1848» changing the name
to Christian Iagazine. He continued its publication from
Nashville through December, 1853.2 Bo Fo Hall and Tolbert
Fanning were listed as associate editors for the first year.

The MagaZine was a "super-royal octavo" sheet of
32 pa.ges~ double columns, printed on good paper and in ex-
cellent form. Throughout the first year it remained at 32
pages per issue. The number was increased to 40 pages per
issue for the second volume, with the exception of August
(32) and December (38). The succeeding volumes, with a few
exceptions, were held to the original number of pages in
each issueo An extra of 32 pages, dealing with the contro-
versy with Alexander Campbell, was issued in Decernber9 1852.

lChristian Pioneer, Vol. I, July~ 1861» po 96.
2John T. S. Fall published the MagaZine. He assumed the

financial oversight of the publication~ and Ferguson the
editorial oversight. Cf. Christian Magazine, Volo 119 Sep-
tember, 1849, p. 350.
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The only serious errors in pagination are found in

volume 6. Pages which should have been 300 to 320 were
numbered 200 to 220; and for 336 we find 356, an error
which was continued to the close of the volume by number-
ing the pages consecutively from that point. A table of
errata is found in volume 4.1

The subscription price of the Christian Magazine
was $2000 per year, but after two years was reduced to half
that amount.

Agitation for a weekly publication led to propo-
sals for changing the Magazine to a weekly for 18530 How-
ever, this change was never made, and the paper remained
a monthly publication until its death.

The masthead carried the names of the editor and
the associate editors for the first two issueso Beginning
with the third issue (March), these were dropped and the
words of Matthew 13:52 substituted: ffEvery scribe in-
structed unto the kingdom of heaven, is like unto a house-
holder who bringeth forth out of his treasures, things new
and old."

Ferguson was pleasantly surprised when the paper
paid for itself during the first yearo He had expected to
incur a deficit of at least $100.00 during the first year
when the Magazine was getting estab1ished.2 There were

1Christian MagaZine, Vol. IV, February, 1851, p. 64.
2Ibid, January 1851, po 32.
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only 300 subscribers in Tennessee during the first year.l

In all probability, the circulation was never more than
2~OOO. The Christian Magazine circulated in Tennessee,
Virginia, Kentucky, Alabama, .ississippi~ Mlssouri~ Arkan-
sas, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Ohio, Indiana, Oregon~ Texas,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia~ and~ perhaps, in
other states.

The policy of the Christian Magazine was to "ex-
pend its success upon its improvement and its circulation
amongst those who were unable to pay. ,,2 Those among the
wealthy who desired to send the paper to others who were
unable to pay might do so at one-half of the regular sub-
scription price. In 1851 the Publication Committee offered
the net profits from subscriptions sent in from Missouri
for evangelization in that state.3 Evangelists obtaining
ten subscriptions--and paying for theml~~were permitted to
retain one-fourth of the money to further their evangelis-
tic work.

The Christian Iagazine made its appearance with
Jesse Bo Ferguson as editor, and B. F. Hall and Tolbert Pan-
ning as associate editors. Whether this arrangement con-
tinued throughout the year or only for two months is not
clear. The fact that the names appear on the title page

lIbid, Vol. II, January, 1849, po 31.
2Ibid, Vol. IV, January, 1851, po 32.
3Ibid, Vol. II, November, 1849, po 428.
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suggests the longer period. Argument for a shorter period,
drawn from the fact that the editorial information was
dropped from the masthead beginning in March is not con-
clusive, since all such information is excluded, even the
name of Ferguson. John Eichbaum was selected as an associ-
ate editor for 1850 and 1851, and John Ro Howard for 1852.
By August of 1852 Ferguson had concluded that "the arrange-
ment of the Brethren last year to relieve us has only in-
creased our labors, as Bro. Howard was never able to reside
in the city."l

The close of the second volume of the Christian Mag-
azine found $2,000.00 outstanding from subscribers.2 With
the beginning of volume 3 the Magazine became the property
of the Christian Publication Society of Tennessee. As the
organ of the Churches of Christ in Tennessee, a Publication
Committee supervised the periodical and made reports to the
annual meetings until the close of volume 5. The State Co-
operation voted to continue the paper for 1853, although
Ferguson had refused to continue as editor for that year.
After "several unsuccessful efforts to get an editor," the
Board of the State Evangelizing Society adopted the follow-
ing "preamble and resolutions-:

Whereas, The Executive Committee of the Evange-
liZing Society feeling it impracticable to procure an
Editor for the Christian Magazine for the ensuing

l~, Volo V, August, 1852, p. 254.
2Ibid, Vol. II, November, 1849, p. 429.
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yeari Therefore
Resolved, That we, as a committee~ deem it best

to suspend the publication of the Christian Magazine.
Resolved, That claiming no property in the Iagazine

for the future, Bro. Ferguson or any other brother has
a right to publish it as an Independent Journal.l

Upon resuming the editorial chair of the Christian
Magazine in 1853, Ferguson wrote:

We have voluntarily delayed the publication of the
"Christian Magazine" for nearly four monthso We needed
recreation, in view of our healthi and we thought that
perhaps a little delay would give the promoters of the
present unworthy controversYi time to breathe more
freely and perchance see the extreme folly and unprofi~
tableness of their course. We are again at our post,
and hope to be able to visit our readers regularly with
messages of truth and peaceo We have had a most hearty
reception wherever we have been; have had opportunities
of observing much and reflecting more~ and have returned
invigorated, we trust, for the labor that seems appoint-
ed for our day. and task. We never had greater reason
to be profoundly grateful for the merciful' providence
we have enjoyed, nor more sensibly humble under the
mighty hand of Him who prepares us for our duty or suf-
ferin~i and in his own way and times takes us from
them.

The ~ueriat's Department, obituariesi poems~ and
religious intelligence were parts of almost every issue.
The editor considered the Qperist's Department, in which
questions submitted by readers of the periodical were an-
swered by the editors, a ftmethod of teaching important
truthso,,3

The edi tor' a last warda on the controversial issuea
which had appeared 1n the Magazine were embodied in one

lIbid» Vol. V, December, 1852, po 364.
2Ibid, Vol. VIi January, 1853, po 320
3Ibid, Vol. I, February, 1848, po 64.
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short, defiant statement: -No league or confederacy for
Heresy-hunting can ever be justly regarded as a Church of
Jesus Christ."l His valedictory was addressed to the
"Friends of the Christian Magazine." It closed with the
following apologetic for relinquishing his editorial
duties:

With this number we close the publication of the
Christian Magazine. Its subscription is amply suffi-
cient to warrant its continuance; and the assurances
of fast and responsible friends, would enable us to
continue it, even if this were not so. But it is known
to those friends, and to many others, that we have ever
desired to be released from the detail duties of an
Editor, and would have discontinued it long since, but
for the hope that some one could be obtained who would
take these duties upon himself and release us. The in-
fluence of a constitutional disease, and the duties of
a laborious Pastorate, we feel to be sufficient apology
for retiring from the chair Editorial. The paper has
often taxed our attention and labor more than we were
able to bear; but we were willing, and are still will-
ing, to write for any religious periodical established
upon proper principles.2

So the Christian Magazine died at the age of six
years, never to know a resurrection. Launched with great
optimism, joy, and hope, blown by the storms of controversy,
she perished upon the rocks of distrust, hatred, and pride.

l~, Vol. VI, December, 1853, po 400.



CHAPTER III

PURPOSE AND POLICY OF THE CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE

Three religious periodicals advocating the princi-
ples of the Restoration Movement preceded the Christian Mag-
azine in Tennessee, two edited by John R. Howard at Paris,
and the third by Tolbert Fanning at Nashville: the Chris-
tian Reformer (1836),l the Bible Advocate (1842-1847)9 and
the Christian Review (1844-1847).

John R. Howard, in making his bid for support of
the Christian Reformer in 1836, proposed to prosecute a "re-
ligious reformation, in the evangelical and orthodox sense
of that term; from error in faith and practice on the one
handp and vice, irreligion and infidelity on the otheron2

In furthering this reformation, the Bible was to serve as
"the only perfect standard of orthodoxy and test of truth,tr

1"It has been objected to the name of our paper,ff the
editor wrote, "that it implies a reformation of Christian-
ity. Let it be remembered that the name of our paper is
the 'Christian Reformer,' and not the 'Reformed Christian.'
Christianity is a divine and perfect system, having God
for its author, and cannot, therefore, be reformed. To
reform man, not to be reformed by man, is its object; and
it is through its instrumentality that we design to make
our periodical what its name imports--the Christian Re-
former. 'f (Christian Reformer, Vol. I 9 January, 1836,
po 1)

1Ibid.
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and all "the doctrines and practices which claim its sanc-
tion and go under the name of religion" judged thereby.l
Furthermore, the editor pledged himself to "fearlessly and
independently advocate TRUTH and expose ERROR, wherever
found and under whatever garb manifested.~2 The paper was
to be devoted to Scriptural expositions, Christian eviden-
ces, education, reviews of religious pUblications, reports
of the progress of the movement, including a presentation
of its fundamental positions and the "refutation and expo-
sure" of the "misrepresentations, calumnies and slanders,
constantly issuing from the press, pulpit, and firesideo,,3

The Bible Advocate was launched under the guidance
of a Publication Committee consisting of Jo Ho Dunn, C. H.
Gist, and S. B. Aden, with Howard as its editor. It was to
"plead the cause of primitive Christianity" •• as set
forth in the Bible ••• and to defend it against the mis-
representations, cavils, and aspersions of its enemies.,,4
In accomplishing this object, the following IJtopics" were
to receive attention:

The Evidences of Christianity--the True Interpre-
tation of the Language, Principles, and Sentiments of
the Bible--the Design and Meaning of its Institutions--
the Interpretation of Prophecy--Education, religious
and intellectual--Conduct and Duties of Christians--
Office, Duties, and support of Evangelists and Bish-
ops, &co It will also report the Progress of the

lIbido 2Ibid•
3Ibid, p. 2.
4Millennial Harbinger, Vol. VI, New Series, June,

1842, p. 2760



54

Gospel and the Statistics of the Churches 9 and will en-
deavor to impress as much as possible the duty and im-
portance of practical religion.l

The Christian Review, under the editorial supervi-
sion of Tolbert Fanning, W. H. Wharton, and Jo Co Anderson,
was an outgrowth of the desire for such a publication ex-
pressed by the Christian brotherhood of Tennessee assembled
at Rock Springs, Rutherford County, Tennessee9 in September,
184302 In general character and objectives it followed the
pattern set by its predecessors. Men from six states were
numbered among the Corresponding Editors: Wo Do Carnes,
John Mo Barnes, and John R. Howard, Tennessee, Wo Wo Steven-
son, Arkansas; V. Winans, Ohio; Jacob Creath, Jro9 Missouri,
Alexander Graham, Alabama; and James Eo Matthews9 Mississippi.

Jesse Ferguson was only 29 years of age when he sent
forth the first issue of the Christian Magazineo Despite
his comparative youth, however, he was not unknown to the
members of the Christian Churches9 for he already had a
flattering reputation as a preacher and writer,3 having

lIbido
2Christian Review, Vol. I, February, 1844~ po 480
3Alexander Campbell published the prospectus of the

Christian Magazine in the Millennial Harbinger, adding
these words on behalf of the projected paper:

"From the very respectable talents and acquirements;
and still more especially from the practical good sense and
Christian courtesy of brother Jesse Bo Ferguson9 principal
editor and conductor of the contemplated Christian Magazine,
aided by brethren Dr. Hall and Fanning as co-editors9 we ex-
pect for it a liberal patronage and a useful career in the
dissemination of Christian intelligence amongst the com-
munity •• 0 • Brother Ferguson's communications for the
press give unequivocal indications of good sense, good
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evangelized in a number of states and contributed to such
periodicals as the Heretic Detector, Millennial Harbinger,
and Christian Review.

The following "Prospectus" of the Christian Maga-
zine appeared in the December, 1847, issue of the Millenni-
al Harbinger:

It is proposed to publish a religious periodical in
the city of Nashville, Tennessee, devoted to the advo-
cacy of Primitive Christianity; to Biblical Expositions,
and Religious Miscellany, under the title of CHRISTIAN
MAGAZINE,--intended as a continuation and successor to
the Christian Review.

The Christian Magazine will afford more reading
matter than any periodical in the current Reformation.
Each number will contain 32 super-royal octavo pages,
double columns; and will be printed in the most neat
and tasty style of the literary publications of the
North and East. It will be issued monthly, on good
paper, neatly done up in printed covers, and arranged
so as to admit of binding at the end of each volume.

The best efforts of its Editor and co-Editors will
be given to make it a Journal worthy of the cause it
advocates, suited to the character of the times, and of
such dignity, temper, and spirit9 as to commend it to
the patronage of all who desire the spread of correct
religious principleso

From all sections of the country we have been so-
licited to commence such a publication, and arrange-
ments have now been made by which it will be commenced
by the first of January, 1848, and continued monthly
thereafter.

It is desirable that all subscriptions to the
ffMagazine" should be forwarded as soon as possible.

All communications connected with the publication
should be addressed to "Christian Magazine," Nashville,Tennessee.

taste, and good manners. We doubt not that he will be
found a vigorous, edifying, and spirited writer, and, there-
fore, flatter ourselves that the Christian Magazine will be
a useful and successful auxiliary in the great cause of the
Reformation; and, in that belief and expectation, we wish
the enterprize a success commensurate with its merits.
A.C." (Millennial Harbinger, Vol. IV, Series III, December,1847, p. 718)
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TERMS.--Two Dollars per annum in advance, $2050 at

the end of six months; $3.50 at the end of the year.
To all persons who forward us the pay for five sub-
scribers, the sixth copy will be sent gratis.

J. Be FERGUSON, Editor
~: ~AN~~~ Assistant Editors

Nashville, Tennessee, October 7~ 184701

In the opening paragraph of this prospectus the ed-
tor defined the areas to be covered in the proposed pub-
1ication; primitive Christianity, Biblical expositions,
and religious miscellany.

The "Introduction," in the first issue of the Chris-
tian Magazine, following the pattern set by its predecessors,
contained the usual definition of scope and po1icY9 the
apologetic for sending the paper forth to the reading pub-
liCi and a plea for patronage. In this article the editor
restated his proposals, dedicating his efforts through the
paper to the dissemination of general religious and Bibli-
cal information, to the production of deepened moral and
more consecrated Christian living, to the defence and spread
of the principles of the Restoration Movementi and to the
preservation of the heritage of' the past while keeping alive
to the needs of' the new day.

Ferguson affirmed that his motive in the publication
of the Magazine was not "personal gain or glory," but "a de-
sire to be useful in the promotion of a cause, which we be-
lieve intimately connected with the happiness and moral

1Mi11ennia1 Harbinger, Vol. IV, Series III, December,
1847, po 718.
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destiny of our generation."l Directed especially to those
in the South and Southwest as a new field of labor needing
such a medium for instruction and communication, he promised
that it would be"exclusively devoted to the spread of re-
ligious knowledge," and kept "free from sectarian bias and
party bickering. ,,2

In this opening article the editor also expressed
fear that ua bountiful providence," evidenced by a great in-
crease in wealth and material prosperity, might accentuate
the "sordid impulses of avarice and worldliness," which,llif
unrestrained, would exert "their withering power upon the
mind of our youth.,,3 He desired to save "from the taints
of a devouring greediness of wealth," and labor for "the
spread of intelligence, virtue and piety among all classes
of our rapidly increasing communi ties, If making his contribu-
tion through ·the publication of an enlightened and purify-
ing and truly CM istian Magazine.,,4

This Magazine was also to be a protagonist for the
principles of the Restoration Movement; a voice, in that mo-
ment considered providential and opportune, calling men
from creedal bondage to true freedom in Christ, and plead-
ing for that unity of all Christians for which Jesus prayed
(John 17). Convinced that a divided Christendom viti~ted
Christ's program for evangelizing the world,llFerguson was

l~C~h~r~i~s~t~i~a~n~~M~a~g~a~z~i~n~e,Vol. I, January,ll1848, p. 1.
234!£!£. Ibid, p. 2. ~.
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ready to give his influence in effecting unity by a return
to the New Testament as the only divine standard for God's
people in doctrine and life.

General Character and Style
The character of the Christian Magazine was deter-

mined largely by Jesse Ferguson, through well-written ar-
ticles as well as general editorial oversight. More than a
third of the material is from his peno Three of his assis-
tants9 John Eichbaum, B. F. Hal19 and John Ro Howard9 made
numerous contributions to the reading matter of the periodi-
cal, the fourth, Tolbert Fanning$ made only sixo Articles
by those outside the editorial corps were accepted for pub-

.1 lication, but only nine men contributed as many as three:
,jI Henry T. Anderson (8), John M. Barnes (3), James Challen
:' (3L George W. Cone (3), W. Go Eliot (5L Alexander Graham

(5)9 Ephraim A. Smith (13, including contributions under
the heading, "Gleanings From Ephraim" L James J 0 Trott (219

exclusive of his reports as Tennessee Evangelist)$ and E.
H. Mo (3)0 This number would not be greatly augmented by
adding the names of those who contributed two articleso
Rather extensive quotations are made from the writings of
Henry Ward Beecher, Orville Dewey, William Inness and Henry
Ware, Jr.

Essays, sermons, poetry, and letters published in
the Christian Magazine usually appeared over the signatures
of their authors. However, we do find a limited use of
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initials and pseudonyms which were designed to hide the
identity of the writerso In the latter category we have
such names as Amicus, Eleise, Eloise, Fidus, Honestus, Ob-
sta Principiis, Philoenthusiasticus, Persis~ Justice (P.
S. Fall), Philos Adelphon, and Strive (Daniel Hook).

In general style and tone the Christian Magazine
ranks high among its contemporaries. Articles are gener-
ally pointed, timely~ dignified, and instructive. Fergu-
son's contributions, even those written in the heat of con-
troversy with Alexander Campbell during 1852 and 1853, re-
veal careful thought and planning, as well as a literary
style above the average in such publicationsol The Maga-
zine was a worthy representative of the cause which it
advocated.

1Ferguson wrote, and wrote well, in the midst of most
diversified activities, while plagued by a "fearful chronic
disease." In his words:

"It should be remembered that we deliver, upon an
average, four original discourses every week •••• That we
perform the duty of Pastor in a Church of nearly six hun-
dred members and that we have sought to visit nearly two
hundred families in the church and congregation at least
once every three months, and oftener during seasons of af-
fliction •• 0 That every benevolent society in the city and
many literary ones in it and the surrounding villages, have
claims upon us for addresses &c., which cannot be set aside.
Add to these the responsibilities of a large family, and
remember the amount of time required to receive visitors
and give attention to strangers, together with the claims
upon our correspondence from churches, raised up and served
in other sections of the country, kindred and personal
friends • • • Then the duties of nearly all our agencies for
the spread of the cause in the State, have been forced up-
on us; and duties of eloomosinary (sic) office held from
the state, such as Trustee of the Lunatic Asylum &c. &co,
and you will be willing to admit that we eat no idle bread."
(Christian Magazine, Vol. V, May, 1852, ppo 159, 160)



CHAPTER IV

POSITIVE RELIGIOUS EMPHASIS

Ferguson had proposed the publication of a periodi-
cal distinctly Christian in character and "exclusively de-
voted to the spread of religtous knowledgeo" In keeping
with this policY9 many political~ social, and economic is-
sues of the day were given little or no considerationo

The continental territorial expansion of the Unit-
ed States, with the exception of Alaska, was completed dur-
ing the lifetime of the Christian Magazine. By the term~
of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848)9 concluding the
Mexican War, the United States wequired Texas, New Mexic09
and Upper Californiao The Gadsden Purchase (1853) added
another small strip of Mexican territoryo Five prominent
American statesmen, including two presidents, died between
1849 and 1852: President James K. Polk (1849), President
Zacba~y Taylor (1850), Jobn C. Calhoun (1850), Henry Clay
(1852), and Daniel Webster (1852).

The Magazine bas no reference to these territorial
acquisitions, or to tbe Mexican Waro A sbort extract from
the Nasbville Gazette recording the deatb of President Tay-
lor is copied into Ferguson's papero A portion of Bishop

60
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Otey's funeral sermon for President Polk, calling attention
to the lack of religious conviction and consistent Chris-
tian conduct on the part of the nation's presidents, appears
upon its pages under the caption, -The Religion of Our
Presidents."l Both by silence and by calling attention to
certain events, the religious emphasis is maintained and re-
ligious instruction imparted, in keeping with the policy o~
the Christian Magazine.

But editorial silence must not be construed as evi-
dence that Ferguson had no convictions on the subject of
war. His views on war, embodied in Lecture XIII of his
"Lectures on Genesis, " are brief but pointed, and reveal
the fact that he was neither a pacifist nor a warmonger.
His opposition to wars of aggrandizement, as well as the
justification for war, are clearly seen in this article.
He writes:

There is such a thing, then, as an honorable war--
a righteous war. It should be engaged in with senti-
ments of unfeigned sorrow, under a consciousness of
not only the righteousness of our cause, but also of
its wisdom; by which I mean that more good will be
secured, and more evil restrained, by engaging in it,
than by tame submission to repeated aggressions. The
government that engages in it should ma.rsha1 its armies
as the champion of truth--as the minister of a right-
eous God--and as the appointed vindicator of moral
right, without which life is not secure. It should
never go to war in a doubtful cause.

I have to say, then, I am a son of Peace; I long
for the day when peace shall spread her blooming olive
over the earth; when the blasts of the war trumpet
shall be no more heard; and that I am bound as an in-
dividual, a citizen, to be a peace-maker, but at the

1Christian Magazine, Vol. III, July, 150, pp. 215-218.
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same time, I believe that there is often a painful ne-
cessity for war, which should be entered into as a
solemn duty, and prosecuted with vigor9 to secure the
great ends of righteousness, justice and truth.l

~either should we overlook the fact that Ferguson
had most definite convictions concerning the responsibili-
ties of Christian citizenship. The Christian as a citizen
received attention in a short article entitled, "What
Should Christians Aim At As Citizens." Numerous essays on
this subject could not have made his position clearer or
his attitude more definite. The Christiarl~s obligation to
work for good government, as well as his plea for political
tolerance and freedom, are seen in the words which conclude

this article:
And hence any measure of government which will

best secure the elevation, independence and education
of all, is that measure and government which Chris-
tians should support. Our final aim~-the holiness of
man--should ever be before our mindso Any thing that
will

9
in our estimation, best secure the elevation of

whole classes, races and communities into a higher con-
dition of intelligence, morality~ and general well-
being, by most pacific means~ should receive our coun-
tenance and most hearty supporto And in choosing be-
tween measures having this tendency, let everyone be
fully persuaded in his own mind.

He that denounces his Brother because he differs
with him upon questions of human policy has much to
learn of the spirit and designs of Christian Religion.2

Significant political changes were being brought
about in Europe through war and revolutiono Alexander
Campbell presented the readers of the Millennial Harbinger

IChristian Magazine, Vol. I, August, 1848, po 2290
2Ibid, September, 1848, p. 2810
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with the following summary of political changes in Europe
during the year 1848;

Earnest Augustine, of Hanover, is the only King of
Europe over 70 ~ars of age. The year 1848 has wit-
nessed more changes among the European sovereigns than
even the year 18300 The aggregate of Sovereigns has
been reduced from 47 to 33. Six monarchs have either
made a voluntary or forced abdication of their power,
viz:--Louis Phillippe, on the 24th of February; Louis
of Bavaria, on the 21st of March; Charles, Prince of
Hohenzonhollern Sigmaringern, on the 29th of April;
Henri LXII, Prince of Reuss Lobenstein Eberdoff, on
the 21st of October; Joseph, Duke of Saxe Altenbourgh,
on the 30th of November; and Ferdinand I, of Austria,
on the 2d of December. The Dukes of Medona and Parma
have been forced to abdicate by their subjects; but the
first has recovered his PQwer, and the Duchy of the
second is governed in his name by the Austrians. Three
reigning Princes have died--Christian of Denmark, on
the 20th of January; Louis I, Grand Duke of Hesse
Darmstadt, on the 16th of June; and Gustavus, Landgrave
of Hesse Hamberg, on the 8th of September.l

Ferguson was keenly interested in the European sit-
uation, writing such articles as; neivil and Religious
Revolution in Europe," fJRevolution in Europe," "Revolu-
tionary Storms in Europe,fftfThe Revolutions in Europe,"
"Europe--Its Condition and Prospects," and "A. D. 1848."
His object in these articles was to impart religious in-
struction rather than to record historical events, reli-
gious rather than political. He uses the events as illus-
trative of the fallacy of trusting in human power, the in-
evitable fall of the proud and haughty, and as evidence of
the spirit of freedom and liberty working in the world. His
primary motive, however, is to show that God works out His

1Millennial Harbinger, Vol. VI, Third Series, August,
1849, po 477.
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purposes in the world, that these events are the fulfill-
ment of the prophetic declarations of the Word of God as
found in Ezekiel, Daniel, and Revelationo This short ex-
planatory note heads the article on "The Revolutions in
Europetr :

Attention directed to the Revo xvio17=2l~~the last
conflict of Despotism with all its terrible calamities
portending;--convulsions, revolutions and wreck of na-
tions to an extent never before witnessed» forshadowed
by the prophets; the seven vials--and the final triumph
of the kingdom of Christ.l

Ferguson's article on "Europe--Its Condition and
Prospects" closes with this statement:

This time, and its marvellous character9 has not
been unexpected to students of prophecyo "The wise If

have understood, and although they have never exactly
agreed in relation to the character of the events fore-
shadowed, they have looked forward to this centurY9 and
especially to the period between 1847 and 1866» as one
that would witness the downfall of the Papacy and per-
haps of every vestiage of the ten divisions of the Ro-
man Empire that have so long held the divided sceptre
over Europe. Divine purposes are developing, astound-
ing revolutions enchain the attention of the world; we
should remember the commandment of the absent bride-
groom--WATCH.

The time pointed out, (Revo x:5=7)>> is at hand when
the mystery of God shall be finished9 and the good
things (os euangelisite) promised to his servants the
prophets shall be perfected. There can be no question
that from the computation of prophetic Chronology, we
are now brought, in the evolutions of Providence to
the very borders of this periodo We are not surprised,
therefore, to witness the most stupendous changes, in-
tellectual, religious and political, in the affairs of
the whole world.2

And note the prophetic emphasis in the concluding statement

1Christian Magazine, Vol. I, June 9 1848, po 176.
2Ibid, Vol. II, July, 1849, po 255.
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of his article entitled nAG Do 1848ft:

But what has the eye which watches the hand of a
just and wonder~working Providence seen since the ides
of 18481 The throne of the Capots has fallen and two
revolutions have twice changed the government of France.
Ireland cries to heaven for bread and liberty, and Eng-
land cannot hush the wail. All Germany is upraised,
and the powerful dynasties of Vienna and Berlin--no
mean remnants of the throne of the Caesars, cannot
quell or direct the multitudeo Italy is in revolution
and the Pope, the successor of Gregory is a beggarG
The 1260 days of prophetic vision draw rapidly to a
closeo The proscribed Jews have gained their citizen-
ship, and fill the cabinets of many governments, hav-
ing been aliens for seventeen hundred years, in all
the world.--Their eye is turned to Palestine and their
most devout Rabies (sic) have gone there to reconstruct
the temple, and revive the songs of Zion, within thy
gates, 0 JERUSALID1! the desolate daughter of my people.
Such is 1848! memorable year! which more than any
other has served to bring on the "TIMES for the accom-
plishment of all things which God has spoken by the
mouth of his holy prophets since the world began! tf

Let the student of prophecy not pass it by slightingly.l

Economic and Social Emphases
In the United States, the fffabulous forties" and

the "fitful fifties" of the nineteenth century witnessed
great economic and social changeso Westward expansion and
the opening of new land to settlers, the discovery of gold
in California, the flood of immigrants from Ireland and
Germany, advances in methods of communication and travel,
the growing power of the working man, industrial develop-
ment, particularly in the North--these were some of the fac-
tors influencing these changes.

Again, we note that the editor of the Christian

1Christian Magazine, Volo II, January, 1849, po 40.
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Magazine uses these events as the basis for imparting re-
ligious instruction. For example, in his article entitled
"Gold in California, or Gain, Not Godliness," Ferguson warn-
ed preachers against joining in the mad race for wealth,
lest in their rush for gold they forsake the gospelol Even
the epidemic of cholera, which ravaged the country in the
late forties,2 afforded the editor an opportunity for an
article on "Cholera, Its Religious Improvementoff3 The edi-
tor's own chronic physical ailments became the occasion for
writing an essay entitled "Communings in the Chamber of Af-
fliction,,,4 in which he urged his readers to learn the les-
sons taught by affliction and suffering; suffering which,
though within itself would not be considered good» in the

lHe wrote: "How many preachers do you think will leave
their posts and relinquish their labors to go and dig and
wash for gold in California? • • a Probably they will only
go to get rich enough to be able to give themselves more en-
tirely to the work, and be more useful when they are thus
provided for. We have known several to leave the field
with this delusion, like the ignus fatuus flitting before
them; but we have not known good come of ito They lost the
disposition, as they gained the means for usefulness and
became useless. If your emigrants go to preach Chri st to
the Cal~fornians, count them inisters of Christo If they
go to dig for gold, write their name Demas. All the rivers
and mountains and plains of California do not contain enough
gold to pay a minister of Christ for destroying his post
and neglecting his duty." (Christian Magazine, Vola II,
April, 1849, p. 72)

2,
Ibid, July, 1849, p. 279.

3Among the victims of cholera was the well-known contri-
butor to the early periodicals of the Restoration Movement,
Matthias Winans of Jamestown, Ohio. (Millennial Harbinger,
Vola VI, Third Series, October, 1849, po 600)

4
Christian Magazine, Vol. V, June, 1852, ppo 173-175.
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providence of God might become the means for the develop-
ment of patience and submission to the divine will, the
weakness of the body becoming the occasion for strengthen-
ing of the spirit.

Communal experiments in the United states began as
early as 1680 with the establishment of Bohemia Manor by
Augustine Hermann in Maryland. The passing years saw many
others projected and carried to completion: Ephrata Colo-
nies, Hopedale CommunitYj Bethel CommunitYj Bishop Hill
Colonyj Shakers, Amana SocietYj Society of' Separatists of
Zoar, Harmony, New Harmony, Oneida CommunitYj and Brook
Farm Association. Other socialistic and communistic ten-
dencies, stemming from the desires of the laboring classes
for social and economic betterment, were temporarily halted
and offset by the opening of public lands in the Westj of-
fering independence for those willing to pay the price of
toil and labor. Early in volume one, Ferguson printed an
"abstract of principles fJ of the "company of persons· who
"have recently organized themselves into a religiou s communi-
ty at Hopedale, Massachusettsj under the title of Practi-
cal Christians,,,l promising to consider their communistic
emphasis at some later date. More than a year later he ful-
filled this promise 0 In an article on "Fourierism, ,,2he
stated his reasons for opposing all schemes involving com-
muni ty of goods:

1~, Vol. I, Aprilj 1848, pp. 102, 103.
2Names for the French socialist, Charles Fourier.
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I believe a community of goods to be a day-dream;

for it would ruthlessly sever the sinews of industry
and cloud the eye to that vigilance which is the price
of every blessing of our present stateo In its very
efforts to produce harmony, it would multiply dis-
sentions (sic). It would destroy the natural and inno-
cent pleasure of saying "This is mine," and would pre-
clude the idea of benevolence; for where all are equal
there can be no gifts. Take away the idea of property,
and the right to it, and where is the virtue of liber-
ality? It would not only check self-interest, but it
would destroy all interest. Yea9 verily, I believe I
can show, irrefragab1y show, that it would preclude
home education, and extinguish all natural affection.l

On February 20, 1853, while in New Orleans for the
improvement of his health, Ferguson addressed the Young
Men~s Christian Association of that citY9 at their request,
on the "Duty and Dignity of Labor." This message was print-
ed in the New Orleans Daily Picayune of February 27, and
copied into the Christian Magazine for Marcho He empha-
sized the ,physical, moral, and spiritual significance of
labor in this address. While the main portion of the mes-
sage was "an appeal to historic fact" in order to prove
"that the arts of industry • . 0 have completed the destruc-
tion of the feudal power" and Hhave originated all modern
free governments, and are this day its chief and only re-
liable sateguards,,,2 the moral and spiritual aspects of la-
bor were not overlooked. "Indu stry," he said, "has hereto-
fore worked in the mines of the material world, too much to
the neglect of its soul, and the attention must be directed

1Christian Magazine, Vol. I, June, 1848, po 179.
2Ibid, Vol. VI, March, 1853, po 760
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that way now.w Ferguson contended that God is and must
be in human labor--in its discoveries, appointments, uses,
and present and final results--lfthat he may promote human
progress.,,2

Slavery.--Slavery was the dominant issue in every
phase of American life for many years; political, economic,
social, and religious life were all affected by it. Peace
had been maintained among its friends and foes by means of
compromises. Politically, and economically, too, both
North and South were concerned about the balance of power
in the legislative branches of the federal government.

But while the emphasis was often political, the
underlying causes were primarily social and economic, for
North and South differed greatly in these areas of life.
Slavery was in integral part of the life of the South. The
freedom of slaves would bring problems for which the south-
erner could see no possible solution. The economic prob-
lems associated with the abolition of slavery would be
great; but these could be accepted and resolved, for the
slave-holders were in the minority in the South. The so-
cial implications of abolition were most repugnant, the
recognition.of the social and political equality of the
Negro.3

lIbid, p. 177. 2Ibid, p. 78.
Swe must not overlook the fact that the tree of abo-

lition fruited later in America than in many other coun-
tries. Hi~torians have pointed out that while slavery
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Religion did not escape the blighting influence of
the slavery controversy. The Bible was interpreted by both
North and South as sanctioning their own particular po-
sitions. Animosity and dissension could only have disas-
trous resultso Many on both sides were convinced that di-
vision with peace was better than union with discord, that
to separate and hold their positions was more honorable
than to remain united and withhold their convictions. In-
tolerance of slavery made fellowship intolerable among many

Christians.
The verbal skirmishes and pol1.tical finaglings

which were to sever the Union during the sixties accomp-
lished their divisive work much earlier among some of the
leading denominations.l The Methodist Episcopal Church

flourished in America, a new and growing spirit of' humani-
tarianism had been responsible for the abolition of slavery
in many other parts of the world. Slavery had been abolish-
ed in the British Empire as early as 1833. (Cf. Do C.
Somervell, A History of the United states to 1941. Mel-
bourne, London, Toronto: William Heinemann, 1955, po 134)

1In the May, 1845, issue of the Millennial Harbinger,
Alexander Campbell published an essay on "Our Position to
American Slavery," in which he wrote: NIt may be lawful
and expedient to form an Abolition, or a Liberty, or a Pro-
Slavery party, as to form a party known by the designation
Whig or Democrat, Aristocrat or Republican. But I have be-
fore shown, and again repeat, that Christian union and com-
munion are not in the least to be affected by such parties
any more than by any other political denominations.~ (p. 194).
Again: "To preserve unity of spirit among Christians of the
South and the North is my grand object, and for that pur-
pose I am endeavoring to show that the New Testament does not
authorize any interferences or legislation upon the relation
of master and slave, nor does it either in letter or spirit
authorize Christians to make it a term of communion.ff

(p. 195).
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divided over this issue in 1845, to be followed within a
short time by other religious groups.l

There is not one article devoted exclusively to the
subject of slavery as a controversial issue to be found in
the Christian Magazine. Discussion of slavery was never in-
jected into this periodicalo The Fugitive Slave Law, so ob-
noxious to many Christians, is not mentioned. The readers
of the Magazine would never have gleaned from its pages any
knowledge of the convention of nine slave-holding states

2which met in Nashville on June 3, 18500
By request, Ferguson copied into the Christian Mag-

azine from the Christian Advocate the report of an address
in the Tennessee Hall of Representatives by Robert So Fin-
ley, agent for the American Colonization Society, organized
to assist in repatriating in Liberia those Negroes liber-

ated in America.3

The only significant treatment of slavery in the
Magazine is found in the editor's "Lectures on Genesis,"
and his exposition of the prophecy of Noah as found in Gen-
esis 9:25-27: ·Cursed be Canaan: a servant of servants
shall he be unto his brethren •••• God shall enlarge

lChristians holding anti-slavery sentiments organized
the Christian Missionary Society in Indianapolis, Indiana,
in 1859, rather than co-operate with those holding oppo-
site views in the American Christian Missionary Society.

2Homer Carey Hockett, Political and Social Growth of
the United States, 1492-1852 (New York: The Macmillan
Company, 1933), ppo 599, 603.

3Christian Magazine, Vol. III, March, 1850, ppo 89, 90.
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Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Ca-
naanp shall be his servant." Ham and his descendants, ac-
cording to Ferguson, were fitted only for positions of
servitude because of racial inferiority.l Therefore, they
were committed to perpetual slavery, which began with the
conquest of Canaan by Joshua. However, the editor 1s care-
ful to deny any predestinarian justification of slavery,
and to warn against the ill-treatment of fellow human be-
ingso He writes:

IFerguson writes: "Millions of their race in slavery
at home; millions are in slavery abroad and from all that
we have seen in attempts to liberate them9 we are warranted
in the conclusion, that their national destiny is fixedo 0 0 0

Their rude ignorance has never invented any effectual means
of defence; they are incapable of forming extensive plans
of government or conquest, and such is their obvious in-
feriority of intellect that they have been preyed upon by
the sons of Shem and Japheth from the time of the first con-
questso Thousands annually embark from the coasts of Af-
rica, sUfficiently numerous to overrun the whole world, but
they embark in chains never to return to their own shores!
Does anyone dispute their inferiority with these facts be-
fore him?--Do they tell us that they are equal in vigor,
courage and intelligence to the European race? Then why
has it happened that for mo~e than four thousand years
they have remained at horne in a savage state or have been
taken as slaves to their fairer complected brethren? Why
have not mighty empires arisen upon the banks of the Niger,
the Congo and the Quana, as well as upon the Euphrates, the
Thames, the Tiber, the Seine and the Mississippi? 0 0 0 It
is impossible to arrive at any other conclusionp but that
in the qualities requisite to create and perpetuate civili-
zation the African is decidedly inferior to the European
race 0 0 0 When nations started they were equal, the des-
cendants of Ham seem to have been the first in the road
to civilization, but soon they yielded their thrones and
their persons to the sons of Japheth and Shem and have
served them ever since, in hopeless prospect of release from
the iron rod.ff (Christian Magazine, Volo I, May, 1848,
ppo 132, 133)
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We are not of those, however, who justify slavery
from the fact that it was predicted of Heaven. Many
events have been predicted which God has not author-
izedo And all admit that were that perfect system of
God, the Christian religion to prevail universally
that all slavery, oppression and misery would give
place to a well-balanced liberty, justice and happi-
ness. God caused Noah to forsee the fortunes of his
descendants; but at the same time, although he has
given over the descendants of Ham to their enemies to
sell and enslave them, he will hold their oppressors
accountable for the manner in which they afflict them.
The covetous practices and barbarous tyranny of those
who have enriched themselves from the sweat and blood
of the African will tell a fearful tale in the day when
Hamite and Shemite and Japhethite distinctions shall
be swallowed up forevero Slavery may be made a mutual
blessing to both master and servant and in many in-
stances I know that it is so made; but this cannot be
where no other principle actuates the slave-holder
than avarice, and the moral and spiritual well~being
of the unfortunate dependant are entirely neglected.l

Ferguson closes his remarks with a gloomy prediction of the
future of the Negro, and a challenge to considerate and
helpful treatment of them by Christians:

To conclude, we can say with confidence, that al-
though other nations have been sometimes enslaved,
they could not be retained in slavery, they burst the
bonds and threw off the yoke that held them. No so
the descendants of Ham. They have remained in their
servitude, and will remain in it always unless released
by foreign aid .••• Let the fervent and all compre-
hending philanthropy of the Christian religion lead us
to remove the wrongs and evils of slavery as they may
exist among us; let us not fear to morally educate and
elevate our unfortunate brethren, and we will make them
better servants, whilst he who will not wink at injus-
tice and inhumanity, will look down with approbation
and prepare both servants and master for a world of
bliss and joy at his own right hand.2

Amusements.--One brief article on ffDancing" is
found in volume two of the Christian Magazine.3 Submitted

ppo 133, 134. 2Ibid, ppo 134, 136.
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for publication by "S," it is an extract from a sermon by
John Rogers on this subject, which had been published as a
tract and was now being offered and recommended as an agent
for the conversion of Christians who frequented balls and
dancing schoolse A query from So Ho HarveY8 of Paducah,,
KentuckY9 concerning Christians were were habitues of such
places, was answered by J. Eo (John Eichbaum) with the ob-
servation that "love and affection and service to God and
His Church decreases in proportion to attendance on suchofl1

Anticipating the argument that the New Testament has "no
express injunction against such a course~ 11 he adds:

True 0 And there is no express injunction against
gambling, theatre-going, horse-raci£g--and shall there-
fore professors of Christ's holy religion play cards,
go to the theatre, race horses and the like? Chris-
tianity utters itself not in prohibitory injunctions
against this, that and the other sin~ but in compre-
hensive principles, applicable to the minutest as well
as the most important affairs of lifeo It lays down
the principle and the Christian is expected to make
the application for himself 02

Temperance.--John Eichbaum submitted an article on
"Temperance" which the editor deemed worthy of insertion

in the Christian Magazine. Couched in the form of ques-
tions--ten in all--it was designed to focus attention upon
two basic issues: (1) What must be the Christianls atti-
tude toward the use of strong drink? and (2) Should temper-
ance instruction, agitation, and service be carried on

IIbid, Vol. III, August, 1850, po 250.
2Ibido
3Ibid, Vol. I, June, 1848, ppo 191» 1920
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through a human organization such as the Sons of Temper-
ance, or through the Church as the only divinely commis-
sioned reformatory organization. Editorial comment was
brief: "Let every servant of Christ who seeks those
'things that are acceptable to GOD and approved of men,'

answer. 'Happy is he that condemneth not himself in the
thing which he alloweth.'fll Eichbaum's conception of the
right attitude of Christians toward such organizations is
embodied in seven observations on the "Sons of Temperance"
in volume four. These may be resolved into two basix prin-
ciples: there is no necessity for a Christian to affiliate
with such organizations since he has a "prior obligation
to be temperate"2 involved in his Christian relationships;
on the other hand, those who choose to work through human
organizations should not be treated with nintolerance and
Pharaiseeism,rJ as long as the participant remains "faithful
in the discharge of all his christian duties."3

We must not assume from the paucity of editorial
comment that Ferguson was apathetic toward the cause of
temperance, or indifferent to the evils attendant upon the
use of alcoholic beverages. In a discussion of the life
of Noah in his series, "Lectures on Genesis," he leaves
this word:

But who would think that crime would overthrow him

1Ibid, po 192.
3lli.9,.

2Ibid, Vol. IV, September, 1851,279.
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who had escaped from the waters? Who would expect the
discomfiture of a man who had stood firm and unmoved in
a time of general corruption and vicious habits? Nei-
ther the idolatry, debauchery, violence and injustice
of the myriads of his contemporaries could divert him
from confidence in the promise of Goda But what these
could not affect, wine effecteda What an unheard of
quality does this fearful agent possess! Eaten from
the cluster it is sweet and nutricious (sic)~ but fer-
mented, it partakes of the nature of the~lack waters
of death and Acheron," turns the blood into liquid
streams of fire, courses the veins, mounts to the head
and dethrones reason from his sovereignty~ and over-
powering every faculty, leads captive the godlike mind.
Ah! 'tis a sad sight and disgusting to look upono The
eye

J
radiant with intelligence, settles into a fren-

zied stare, the cheek of serenity is tinged with the
flush of madness, and the form of majesty and strength,
reels furiously before us or falls beast-like to the
eartb~ whilst the mouth, once streaming with burning
words of wisdom and eloquence» now sends forth a frothy
gibberish, which makes the astounded hearer blush to
own himself a man. In this case si-x hundred years of
rigorous and pattern-like sobriety, are overthrown in
an hour, and he who rose up a man, sublime and command-
ing in his government, lies down a beastal

Biblical Expositions
Ferguson Y s studies in the book of Genesis, presented

to the church which he served in Nashville!) were later 1n-

corporated in the Christian Magazine under the beading,
"Lectures on Genesis. ,,2 For more than two and a half' years
they occupied first place in each issue of this periodicalo
A second series based on the first eighteen chapters of the
book of Exodus, entitled f1Lectures on Exodus, It ran to four-
teen installments. These lectures were not just Scriptural

1Ibid, Vol. I, May, 1848, po 129.
2A complete listing of the "Lectures on Genesis" and the

"Lectures on Exodus" will be found in the index under GENESIS
and EXODUSo
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expositions; they also served as vehicles for various doc-
trinal and practical emphases. The series on Genesis, for
example, in addition to the exposition of the text, found
application to such widely diffused areas of thought, doc-
trine, and life as the fulfillment of prophecy, slavery,
war, idle words, methods of divine communication, cove-
nants, circumcision, infant baptism, worship, the practi-
cal use of trials, jealousy, origin of nstony monuments,"
tithing, prayer, and the providence of God. The series on
Exodus added thoughts on faith, animal magnetism~ magic,
miracles~ the qualifications of rulers and teacherso Among
the Psalms singled out for expository study were 1, 23~ 42,
43, 45, and 910 The most frequently used books of the New
Testament were the Gospels (including the parables), Acts,
Romans, 1 Corinthians, Hebrews, and Revelationol

Querist~s Department.--In the second issue of the
Christian Magazine~ the editor announced his intention of
opening a "Querist' s Department, Itand assigned as his reason
the conviction that it would be Itavery satisfactory method
of teaching important truths 0 ,,2 This department is found in
twenty-four issues of the first five volumes; it does not
appear in volume sixo Here are found the answers to re-
quests from the readers for the editor's explanation of

1See the "Index of Scriptures" for a listing of the
verses and more extended passages which came under the
scrutiny of the editor and other expositors.

2Christian Magazine, Vol. I, February, 1848, po 64.
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specific Scriptural passages,l and the reconciliation of
apparent conflicts between certain sections of the Bible.
Other questions involved such matters as the origin of sac-
rifices, frequency of the LordYs Supper, fellowship in the
Lord's Supper, preacher's salaries, baptism and salvation,
baptism of John, baptism of fire, baptism for the dead,
formula used in baptism, extortioners and "userers" (sic),
sins of the ante-diluvains, paradise, heaven, the divinity
of Christ, election and predestination, singing schools on
the Lord's Day, marriage, continuation of miracles, day of
the crucifixion, feet-washing, the Kingdom of God and the
Church, Christians going to law~ the Word and the Spirit,
Slmon Magus, who crucified Christ? faith and salvation, and
the holy kiss.

Religious Growth
Many of, the articles which Ferguson included in

the Christian MagaZine were of a more general religious na-
ture, practical rather than doctrinal, designed for the
moral and religious improvement of the readerso Attention
was focused upon the idea that religion was inextricably
interwoven with every aspect of life, that "every natural,
necessary and useful occupation, may be, and ought to be
religious," whether in the realm of the mechanic arts or

IThese requests concerned such passages as Provo 16:4;
Isa. 43:22-24; Jer. 7:22-23; Hosea 6:6; Matthew 3:3, 11;
Mark 16:17; Luke 17:21; John 5:37; Acts 1:25; 2:38; 2:47;
13:48; Romans 9:3; 10:13; 1 Cor. 2:14; 5:5; 5:11; 7:14;
15:29; Gal. 3:8; Eph. 2:1-5; Phil. 4:6; 2 Tim. 2:4~7;
3:3-12; Heb. 11:40; Rev. 14:16.
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the professions.l This is the particular burden of a se-
ries of three articles on "The Religion of Life," written
by the editor. Of the religious and moral values of labor,
both physical and mental, he writes:

The laborer ••• fulfills his obligations, and
learns faithfulness; he prepares himself with means
for a sustenance and learns honesty; he labors for the
support of others, as well as himself, and learns be-
nevolence; by contending with the hardships, hazard and
pains of his condition, he learns the greatest of all
human graces and perfections, submission to the designs
of Providence, by which his sufferings instead of dis-
heartening him, turns him for strength to his God, with
calm resignation and unshaken confidence.2

M. L. W., writing on «Pure Religion,U directs at-
tention to the fact that man is composed of soul and body,
and must have a religion fitted to both. "The richest
coat with one sleeve would not become a man with two arms,"
he writes, "nor does a religion which is suited to the body
or soul only.,,3 He finds the Christian religion, including
both faith and works in its program, divinely ordained to
meet the needs of the entire man.

tlMeans of Religious Improvement, ,,4a series of ar-
ticles from the pen of Henry Ware, Jr., points to certain
helps designed to foster Christian growth: reading (the Bi-
ble to hold first place), meditation, preaching, the Lord's
Supper, the practice of self-discipline (guarding thoughts,

1Christian Magazine, Vol. I, January, 1848, p. 21.
2 3Ibid, p. 23. Ibid, Vol. III, July, 1850, p. 200.
4Ibid, Vol. V, pp. 97-102, 146-149, 161-165, 217-220,

251-253, 279-284.
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temper
9

feelings, appetites, and speech).
The editor manifests great concern for the family,

a divine institution ordained by God for the welfare of
all its members, and vital to the program of Christian edu-
cation. The Lord's statement concerning Abraham found in
Genesis 18:19, -For I know him9 that he will command his
children and his household after him, and they shall keep
the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment, ff becomes
the starting point for the presentation of his thoughts on
family religion and family government. His remarks were
motivated by a desire to impress upon Christians the neces-
sity of obedience to the apostolic injunction to bring up
their children "in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,"

and by the fear that
many of our brotherhood are crimina.lly negligent in
this department of their calling, the apprehension that
many of our houses are as the dwellings of the wicked,
the habitation of those who know not God, and the sad
reflection that we stand exposed to that dreadful fury,
which the grief-stricken prophet of Judah has denounced
upon all the Heathen and the families that call not
upon the name of the Lord.l

He endeavors to answer the objections commonly urged against
family worship and religious instruction: it is not express-
ly commanded, general neglect makes the practice difficult,
no time to devote to such a program 9 lack of ability to so
teach and train. In developing his thesis, he shows that
such a program of religious instruction is laid upon every

1Christian Magazine, Vol. II, January, 1849, po 7.
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Christian parent, affirming that

family religion is established in the very nature of
things~ and in the very origin of families; that it has
had the approbation of God in all age; the support and
example of all the patterns of faith and excellence
whose history is given in the Scriptures; and the di-
rect authority of God through the Apostles of the New
Testament of our Lord and Saviour.l

Ferguson returns to this subject in volume four of
the Christian Magazine with a series of five articles on
"Household Educationon2 In this series he stresses the pa-
rental obligation to teach children to pray~ using precept
and example, to develop the right method of contributing to
domestic happiness through love and service, and to exer-
eise a just and impartial discipline. These basic family
responsibilities find further expression and emphasis in
other articles, such as "Education in the Home,"3 "What
Will Ruin Children, ,,4and "Christian Edu~ation of Youth, ,,5

besides incidental mention in other places.
A number of essays relating to women and their

sphere in life are to be found in the Christian Magazine:
"Woman Y s Mis sion ,,6and "Home, ,,7by W 0 Go Eliot, "Female

lIbid, p. 9.
2Ibid, Vol. IV, pp. 37~39, 116-118, 139-141, 174-176,

208-2ro:--
3Ibid, Vol. V, March, 1852$ pp. 80, 81.
4Ibid, June, 1852, p. 189.
5Ibid, Vol. II, April, 1849, po 147.
6Ibid, Vol. VI, November, 1853, ppo 366-372.
7Ibid~ May, 1853, pp. 142=151.
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Influence in Religionnl and "The Education of Women,"2 by

John M. Barnes. According to these writers9 woman's pe-
culiar responsibility lies in the home9 her mission the
moral and spiritual education of her children. Barnes'
characteri~tion of the #rationally educated femaleff might
well summarize all these articles:

She is cheerful and affable, easy, yet dignified;
pious9 without superstition, enthusiasm or ostentation;
patient, meek and resigned; frank and open hearted;
kind and hospitable; her chief aim in living is to
spread happiness around her; smiles of benevolence and
soft words of kindness make her an object of affection
to all . • • she is the able and kind instructress of
her children, and a companion to her husband; she is
indeed a wife and mother in all the extent of these
charming and enduring epithets.3

The Department, #Excerpts From Things New and Old,"
made its initial appearance in the second issue of the
Christian Magazine, and is found in many issues thereafter.
These excerpts may be judged a partial fulfillment of the
editorial promise for the inclusion of "Religious Miscel-
lany" in his publication. These quotations, usually short,
are of a practical, moral, and general religious naturee
An adequate concept of the varied contents of this Depart-
ment may be gained by an examination of the areas covered in
one issue of the periodical:4 "Parents the Best Teachers9

and Home the Best Schoo1,« "The Glory of God,« "Adversi ty, "

1Ibid, Vol. I, May, 1848, po 143.
2Ibid, January, 1848, ppo 14=16, March$ 18489 ppo 72-740
3Ibid, January, 1848, po 160
4Ibid, Vol. II, February, 1849, pp. 72-740
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"The Wife, fI "Power of Gentleness," "Brooding Over Inju-
ries, II "Two Truths, fI "Beautiful Li ttle Allegory" (The hum-
ming bird and the butterfly; the moral, "never insult the
humble, as they may some day become your superiors"),
"Death," "A Figure" (use of affliction). Similar selec-
tions of articles by Eo A. Smith were published under the
heading "Gleanings From Ephraim." We have previ ous ly
called attention to the extensive quotations from the
writings of Henry Ware, Jro, Orville Dewey, and William
Innes, which are of the same general character and purpose.
The quotations from Innes have reference to offences and
their treatment.

Poetry
A page of poems is found in almost every issue of

the Christian Magazine. Some of these poems were copied
from other periodicals and books, but most of them were
original compositions. The editor's brother, Riley French
Ferguson, John R. Howard, and William Baxter were the most
frequent contributors of verse, the last being the most pro-
lific of the three.l Some of the poems are based directly
upon Scriptural statements: RAIl Thy Works Praise Thee,"
"Be of Good Cheer," "Be Still and Know That I Am God, fl

"Good Tidings of Great Joy," .If I Will Arise and Go Unto My
Father," "Saul--I Samuel 28:15-25," "Thy Will Be Doneff;

lComplete listing of poems will be found in the index
under POEMS.
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some are doc trinal: "The Baptism," "Coming to the Lord's
Table," "Faith," "The Immersion," "The Lord's Supper";
while others sound the eschatological note: "The City of
Rest," "Death,',HThe Death of a Christian," "Eternity,"
"The Great Hereafter," "'Life and Death, If "Messiah's Advent, tt

"No Graves Are There," "Thoughts of Heaven," and "Redemp-

tion Morn."

Apologetics
Tolbert Fanning's article on "Geology and the Bi-

ble"l was from the pen of a student and teacher of geology
and the Bible, the words of a scientist and a Christian. He
held that the difficulties between geologists and religion-
ists stemmed from the unfounded and biased statements on
the part of both. Genesis 1:1, according to Fanning» re-
fers to the origin of all things through the creative act
of God, and is a period of unknown and undeterminable length
"anterior to the six days of creation." Genesis 1:1 con-
cerns a period in which "races of animals lived, and became
extinct, as their fossil remains now abundantly testify."2

The six creative days mentioned in Genesis 1 have "nothing
to do with the origin of the world; but only with the pre-
paration of the earth for men.,,3 Fanning also interprets

the extent of the flood as partial rather than universal,
holding that the purpose of God to destroy all flesh would be

lChristian Magazine,
2Ibid, p. 272.

Vol. II, July, 1849, ppo 272» 273.
3Ibid, po 273.
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accomplished by a flood that involved only the inhabited
portion of the world. Eschatologically, he views an earth
rennovated, purged9 and fitted anew as the habitation of
the redeemed for eternity. The editor, discussing some of

the same areas in the Biblical account in his "Lectures on
Genesis," generally agrees with Fanning. However, he dis-
agrees with him on the extent of the flood, holding that
it was universal.

Austen Henry Layardfs excavations on the sight of
Nineveh, which began under the patronage of Sir Stratford
Canning and continued with the assistance and under the au-
spices of the British Museum, were not only considered sig-
nificant in the realm of archaeological discoveries as re-
vealing the life and worship of yesterdaY9 but also equally
significant in substantiating the Biblical record. The edi-
torial purpose in calling attention to these discoveries
centers specifically in the latter. He writes:

All doctrine rests on facts, and facts are the
very material of history. Reduce the histories to
mere fiction, and the book goes for nothing. But facts
are unmutable, and it is on its facts that the Bible
rests its lofty claims. How wonderfully are its state-
ments verified and confirmed by the progress of time,
and science, and discovery! ... Not only can it be
proved that there was such a city as Nineveh, but it
is rising up again before our eyes; and by the time
that one traveler has completed his researches, and
another has deciphered the inscriptions which are so
mysteriously written on the ruins, the history of that
city will so harmonise with the sublime predictions of
the inspired Scriptures, that the infidel will be
struck dumb.1

lIbid, Vol. VI, May, 1853, p. 158.
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Doctrinal Emphase5

The theological character of the Christian Magazine
was determined largely by the contributions of Jesse Fergu-
son. He followed the Greek tradition rather than the La-
tin. Divine immanence and transcendance are both asserted;
but Ferguson's theological contributions to the Magazine re-
veal a strong and consistent advocacy of God's immanence.

Writing on "The Proper Method of Viewing the Uni-
verse,,,l the editor points to two concepts detrimental to a
proper view of God in relation to His universe: Calvini5m--
in some instances synonymous with fatalism--and a mechanis-
tic phil050phy leading to na blind worship of Nature and
Bature's laws. ,,2 He affirmed that these laws "exist by
the will of Him who decreed them" and "may be suspended or
overborne by the same will.,,3 "It is alike repugnant to
philosophy and religion," he writes, "to conceive of mechan-
lcal force and motion as superior to the will that produced
them, or as beyond the control of the supreme intelligence
and guidance. ,,4

God is in all His works. Ferguson ridicules the
phil050pher or scientist who fails to see God in nature be-
cause "his works are permanent, his Providence is constant,
his ways are uniform."5 The question in his essay, "The

lIbid, Vol. III, September, 1850, ppa 257-261.
2Ibid, p. 257. 3Ibid, Vola IIp February, 1849, po 56.

4Ibid~ 5~, Vol. III, September, 1850, po 257.
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Laws of Nature Viewed in Answer to the Question--Is God
Present in All His Works," he answers in the affirmative,
holding that the God of the Bible who created the universe
also "pervades it, wi thout effort, with an omnipresent en-
ergy and by secret lines which is so much above and beyond
everything which human power can discover or accomplish."l
Of the laws of nature, he has this to say:

Many men speak of the laws of nature as though they
were personifications of self-existence and of them-
selves, governed the universe, so as to give seed-time
and harvest, and produce all the multiplied phenomena
of the seasons, They are ready to nickname the piety
of "ignorant" persons, supersti tion, if they adore a
God present in his works, and Who; ~ike the great
Teacher~ recognize his hands in the beauty of a flower
and in the falling of a sparrow as well as in the crea-
tion of a world or the falling of a star. When we call
the Cholera the scourge of God, or when we pray for our
"daily breadjl" or speak of JEHOVAH in the balmy breath
of Spring, the ripening fruits of summerjl the sober hue
of autumn and the chilling blasts of winter, they tell
us, very sagely, that all happens in accordance with
the established LAWS of nature and seem to commiserate
our darkness of understanding and the superstitous re-
verence of our credulity .••• Laws strictly speaking,
are rules of moral action, and can be predicated only
of intelligent beings; rules which may be obeyed or
disobeyed and which involve a penalty. When applied
to inanimate nature the word is used figuratively and
simply means uniformity .•.• The laws of nature, are,
therefore, simply the order or method by which GOD
governs the physical universe; and he is as much to be
seen in these laws, by the intelligent and pious mind
as in the creation of the world. God operates in na-
ture, and the mode of his operation is called a law of
nature, because he operates uniformly, that is, so as
to attain an end. God, therefore, displays his power
and wisdom in every effect which human observation can
recognize.2

Ferguson also saw God in history; history was in a

IIbid, Vol. II, February, 1849, po 57.
2Ibid, pp. 55, 56.
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unique way "His-story." God had worked and was working in
and through the events of the world in accomplishing His
purposes among men. Pestilencej afflictions» revolutions,
prosperity» inventions--all these bespeak the presence of

God in His world. In the editor's words:
And unless He be seen in the progress of nations,

every man will do after the sight of his own eyes, and
will lose his patriotism and his hope ••• 0 again I
assert that God is in history» as he is everywhere. De-
velopment and progress, amid change and decay, go for-
ward as the law of nature and of God, marking alike the
animate and the inanimate--the rational and irrational
creation ••• 0 God is in labor and in history. He su-
perintends the movements that work the changes among men
and nations. He may not be seen by the profane multi-
tude» for ffHeis a God that hideth himself.tl His exis-
tence and presence, in the connection of antagonistic
or opposite events» may be denied, but He is denied in
nature, also» because he works by laws. Still is he
there as everywhere, despite the perverse denial. He
manifests the true and beneficent design in the progress
of men and nations; establishes the bounds of their hab-
itation, that they may fulfill their destined work; and
when this is fulfilled, he removes them away, leaving
their knowledge» vices and sufferingsj to instruct and
warn those that succeed.--Christianity--a purej spirit-
ual Christianity--is the highest manifestation of His
purpose» and is at last the perfection of all philoso-
phy, and the key to all apparent anomalies in the mor-
al world.l

The primary doctrinal emphasis in the Christian Mag-
azine, however, is Christological and not theological.
This Christology is Biblical rather than philosophical,
practical rather than speculative. Jesus is adjudged the
center of the Christian system: men are urged to believe in
Him, repent toward Him, confess His namej be baptized into
His body; and life, Christian life, must be ordered by the

lIbid, Volo VI, March, 1853, pp. 80» 81.
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New Testament as the authoritative statement of His will.
He is our Prophet, Priest, and King. The image of God and
the "effulgence of His glory," Christ humiliated Himself
and assumed the flesh of sinful manc A querlst, desiring
more light on the doctrine of the pre-existence of Christ
as stated in Philippians 2:69 was given the following
answer:

I understand the Apostle to refer to the pre-exist-
ent state of Christ before his incarnation, spoken of
by Jesus himself, when he said, «Father glorify thou
me, with the lor which I had with thee, before the
world waso John 17:10 In making this reference he
takes occasion to state that the divine form was the
rightful possession of Christ Jesus .•• 0 The passage
teaches the great truth of the New Testament variously
but repeatedly expressed: ffIand my Father are oneH;
"the word was God"; "who is over all, GOD9 blessed for-
ever"; "by whom he made the world If __ "the brightness
of his glory and the express image of his person";
Christ the image (eikoon) of God and of "the invisible
God, the first born of every creature."

This much we are warranted in saying without run-
ning into the abysmal subject of the divine essence;
the doctrine of the Trinity or Unity as made the badges
and bandying words of sectarian dogmatism. We do not
pretend to explain, for the explanations of our wise
Brethren, are to us as mysteries, as contradictory and
often as absurd as those they have denounced as pre-
sumptuous speculations in incomprehensible themes. The
nature and character of Christ are the subjects of di-
vine revelation, attested by indubitable evidence, and
adapted to the limited capacity of men in the flesh:
it becomes us therefore, to receive the truth as re-
vealed, without abusing the revelation to sustain or
refute any theory of human philosophY9 ancient or mod-
ern. Of this we are certain: every revealed distinction
and attribute of the divine nature--of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Ghost--has been brought into exercise
and development for the salvation of mana 0 • a Let us
then give to him the homage demanded by his pre-exist-
ence, his present office, and his prospective glory,
not in pomp of meaningless words or speculations from
the nature of his essence or the modus of his divine
existence, but by seeking the "SAME MIND" which was
manifested in him, and of which this scripture gives so
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full and practicable an exhibition.l

Bo F. Hal1
1

in three articles explanatory of Pe-
ter's confession in Caesarea as recorded in Matthew 16:16,
affirms that Uthe entire christian superstructure rests on
one great cardinal trutb, which is, that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of Godon2 The importance of this fact is
reasoned from the following: God Himself announced it at
the baptism of Jesus; His miracles attest His Sonsbip; it
is the foundation of the Church; it is the basis for all
evangelism; Christ died for it; and the apostles labored
for its establishment. But such a confession involves more
than wordso If Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah of pro-
phetic anticipation, then He must be honored by complete
trust and unquestioning obedience.

The personality of the Holy Spirit is maintained
throughout the Christian Magazine. In reply to the query
of Wo P. Chambers concerning the Holy Spirit's intercession
for the saints (Romans 8:26), Ferguson wrote:

The consolation of the Scripture is: That erring,
ignorant and incapable as we are, all the desires ex-
cited within us by the Spirit of God, however inex-
pressible, are known to God by the intercession of
the same Spirit that excited them; and thus we are as-
sured that we are understood by him who searches the
heart.3

lIbid, Vol. III, March, 1850, pp. 82, 830
2Ibid, Vol. I, April, 1848, po 163.
3Ibid, Vol. IV, January, 1851, po 21.
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attention in the Christian Magazine. The editor defines
this baptism as "A New Testament phrase signifying the over-
whelming manifestation of supernatural power by which the
Christian Religion was at first presented to and propagated
throughout the world. "I The descent of the Spirit on the
day of Pentecost (Acts 2) and upon the household of Corne-
lius at Caesarea (Acts 10) are designated as the two in-
stances of this Divine outpouring. The baptism of the Holy
Spirit, necessary in establishing the Church upon an infal-
lible basis, is no longer needed, and, therefore, has ceased.
John Eichbaum, in his ffDialogue on the Baptism of the Holy
Spirit,1l2 takes essentially the same position. He directs
attention to the apostolic commission as given by Christ
and executed in their ministry, showing that they practiced
baptism in water9 According to the Pauline statement, there
is only none baptismff (Ephesians 4:5). Therefore, the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit is no longer necessary.

Leaders in the Restoration Movement came into sharp
conflict with those of the established religious groups
holding to the Calvinistic, Lutheran, and Augustinian doc-
trines of election and herediatry total depravity. Usually
honored with the name of Calvin, these doctrines were 1n-
separably connected. Because of man's inability, his total-
ly depraved condition, he can be saved only through the

lIbid, August, 1851, p. 240.
2Ibid, Vol. III, June, 1850, pp. 165=168; July, 1850,

pp. 202-205.
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grace of God. Election to life is founded upon His sover-
eign pleasure, and without morality and good works on the
human side. The soul must be regenerated~ the ability to
believe imparted, and the disordered condition of the will
restored. This regeneration, the impartation of faith, and
the restoration is the supernatural and exclusive work of
the Holy Spirit. Since salvation is entirely of grace, this
grace must be both efficacious and irresistible.

The voice of the Christian Magazine is one in oppo-
sition to this doctrine, holding that man is a free moral
agent

J
with the ability to make choices for good or for evil

and bearing responsibility for the choices which he makes.
Furthermore, faith is the positive response to testimony,
and comes, not as the miraculous gift of the Holy Spirit,
but by hearing the Word of God (Romans 10:17, John 20:30, 31).

The Holy Spirit operates through the Scriptures in conviction
and conversion. Ferguson's position is embodied in these

words:
What baptism of the Holy Spirit was to the primitive

Disciples of Christ, the New Testament is to us. The
miraculous gifts have ceased, but the truths they have
revealed are preserved. The Spirit remains, though
Christ has ceased to baptize in it. Its enlightening,
comforting, renewing power is the same it ever was, but
it is no longer exerted in the miracles, wonders,
tongues and prophecies of living witnesses; but comes
forth like the ordinances of nature with equal and more
constant power by the truth of the gospel of Jesus ..
Wherever its gospel is proclaimed, man 1s enabled by
the spiritual power it communicates and commands to
break off from his sins and enter upon a life of
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promised victory over the world, the flesh and the dev-
il, under the animating hope of spending an eternity of
bliss with the glorified spirits of the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.l

Alexander Bo Lawton addressed the following query
to the editors of the Christian Magazine, "not for the pur-
pose of controversy, but for truth's sake":

If the Bible alone is sufficient for the conver-
sion of man without the influence of the Spirit of God,
why was it necessary for Saul to have been "struck
blind" &c. while breathing out slaughter against the
disciples of the Lord? It is to be remembered that he
thought he was doing God service;--did he not have the
knowledge necessary, or sufficient, to know His will?
If so, why did he not perform it before this special
miracle? If he was not before this acquainted with
God's will, how came he by such sudden information?
And if it required a special influence of the Spirit to
convert Saul, why not men of the present day?2

John Eichbaum's reply to Lawton is definitive of
the position of the Christian Magazine on the subject:

Our correspondent evidently supposes that we be-
lieve in the word alone. This is a mistake. We do not
dissociate the word and the Spirit of Godo We believe
and teach that the word is the chosen and precious in-
strumentality which the Spirit delights to use--that it
is the living seed which the Spirit delights to cast
upon the seed-fields of this world, the hammer with
which the Spirit loves to smite the stony heart, the
sword which the divine Spirit puts in the hands of the
soldiers of the cross, and that it is quick and power-
ful, it is converting, enlightening, regenerating,
sanctifying and saving.

To the word or Bible alone we attribute no value,
no efficacy. We would as soon expect the material sun
to shine, the influence of God's spirit being Withdrawn,
as to expect that the word would convert, regenerate or
sanctify without the Spirit's presence and the Spirit's
energy.

Equally do we discard that system which attributes
all to the influence of the Spirit, and which would un-
derrate the importance of the great instrumentality

lIbid, p. 242. 2Ibid, Vol. III, October, 1850, p. 311.
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pp. 311, 312.
2Ibid, p. 312.

which God has appointed for the illumination of mankind,
the Spirit-alone system. We maintain that the word
without the spirit must be no better than a dead letter
and that the Spirit without the word is voiceless, and
therefore~ powerless~ and we put the question to the
advocates of abstract spiritual power--Where in the rec-
ords of 1800 years can a single case of conversion be
found without either the direct or indirect influence
of the word of God?l

In reply to the latter part of the question, "if it
required a special influence of the Spirit to convert Saul,
why not men of the present day," Eichbaum directed the que-
rist's attention to the Scriptural record:

Why was it necessary that Christ should appear to
Saul? Not to make him a Christian, or to convert him.
This is true, Christ himself being judge. ffFor this
purpose, saith he, I have appeared unto thee, to make
thee a minister and a witness, both of those things
which thou hast seen and those things in the which I
will appear unto thee." See Acta 26:16. 0 •• He did
not obtain the knowledge of pardon from Jesus Christ,
nor indeed, "any intimation of what was necessary to
salvation. He is sent into Damascus and from a man, an
humble disciple, he at last learns the conditions-0r
salvation .• 0 • God in the exercise of his sovereign

"wisdom elected him to this office (Apostle), but this
has nothing more to do with his salvation than the
election, by Christ, of Judas to be one of the
Apostles.2

James J. Trott was the author of an essay on "The
Extraordinary, Ordinary, and Imaginary Influence of the Ho-
ly Spirit,,3 which was published in volume four of the Maga-
zine. His thesis is embodied in these words:

The order of nature and grace is first the extra-
ordinary, and then the ordinary. The extraordinary is
the true miraculous. The ordinary in religion is the
true moral.--God is the author of these; but man has

Vol. IV, March, 1851, pp. 67-70.
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invented the imaginary, which is a counterfeit of the
miraculous and moral--neither the true extraordinary,
nor the true moral exactlYi but a mixture of both.l

His procedure was to list the extraordinary, the ordinary,
and the imaginary work of the Holy Spirit in twelve differ-
ent areas: The Primitive state of Man; The Patriarchal Age;
The Jewish Age; The Mission of Christ; The Mission of the
Apostles in the Christian Age; The Evangelists of the Apos-
tolic Age; The Apostolic Churches; The Baptism, Pouring Out,
Shedding Forth and Falling On of the Spirit; The Birth of

the Spirit; The Effectual Calling of the Spirit; and "The
Witness of the Spirit." He concluded:

10 Moses and the prophets, and Christ and the apos-
tles were the subjects of the extraordinary influence
of the spirit, in order to originate and confirm the
Bible as the means of the spirit in the conversion of
the world and sanctification of the church.

20 All converted in any age were converted by the
influence of the spirit through the truth of the Bible.

3. Therefore all who suppose they are converted by
the spirit without the Bible, and who suppose He will
convert others in Pagan or Christian lands without the
Bible, are the subjects of the imaginary influence of
the spirit, which never had, has not, and never will
have any existence in the vast universe of God.2

In Pneumatology, then, as in Christology, the ap-
proach through the Christian Magazine is seen to be Bibli-
cal rather than speculative. The personality of the Spirit
is affirmed on the basis of Biblical reference rather than
philosophical argument; His peculiar relationship to the
Father and Son is stated but not explained; "his essence or
the modus of his divine existence" is not discussed; His

IIbid, p. 67. 2Ibid, po 70.



1Ibid, Vol. II, pp. 16-18, 54-55, 152-154, 237-239, 333-
335, 410-415.

2Ibid, January, 1849, po 16.
4Ibid, February, 1849, po 540
5Ibid, April, 1849, p. 152.

3Ibid.
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miraculous influence on the sinner in conversion is denied,
and His operation through the Word affirmed.

The most extensive and the most complete anthropo-
logical statement in this periodical is found in a series
by John R. Howard on the "Primeval State and Fall of Man. Itl
According to Howard, God created man a trichotomous being,
"having a spirit, a soul or animal life, and a body con-
nected by the former to the spiritual, and by the latter to
the natural world. ,,2 But the spiri t and the soul, because
of intimacy in nacts and movements,n have come generally to
be designated as the soul. "The happiness of man," Howard
writes, "in this his original state, consisted in the per-
fect subordination of all his passions and appetites to rea-
son, and of his reason to the will of his creator. ,,3 God

created man for eventual habitation in heaven, placing him
in Eden "as a nursery, and under law until reason should be-
come completely enthroned, and acquire the entire control
and flUpremacy of passion. ,,4

Under the temptation of Satan, Eve, and then Adam,
disobeyed God and incurred the penalty of death. This death
was onll tttemporal and physical, or that of the body,,,5 and
any other death "must have been the result of the state in
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which his offence placed him, and not the immediate penalty
of the transgression. ,,1 How" then, did Adam's sin affect
the human race?

Adam, in his official, social, political and repre-
sentative character" standing as the head of the whole
family of man, and being the common father, the progeni-
tor of the human race, entailed the punishment of his
offence upon the whole human family, upon all his pos-
terity. His sin was conventional, and it was as an of-
ficial man that he fell. That all men are involved in
his official proceedings, is evident from the nature of
the case itself, as well as from the character of the
physical agent employed.2

All of Adam's posterity, both men and women, share in
the sentence for his disobedience: death, cursing of the
ground, the necessity for labor; and all women share in the
physical penalty placed upon Eve. God's sentence upon Adam
involved his physical nature, his body; but it is more than
subjection to physical death and decay that the human race
inheri ts.

It is true, that in consequence of the fall" man
has inherited a shattered animal constitution" and one
that more predisposes him to sin than if he had not
fallen--makes it easier for him, and more difficult to
pursue the opposite course. A weakness of the flesh
has supervened, his external senses have become impair-
ed, and his body has become mortal and corruptible.
Man is not able to do what he would do, if his animal
nature did not labor under the mortal infirmity. And
hence he is unable to obey law, which was the rule of
his being in its original vigor.3

Ferguson's statement of the results of the Adamic
fall, found in his "'Leetures on Genesis," though cou ched in

2Ibid" po 153.
November, 1849, po 413.
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somewhat different terms, is in general agreement with How-
ardis view. Discussing the Biblical statement that man is
made in the ffimage and likeness" of God~ Ferguson makes the
following analysis of the effect of Adam's transgression:

The fall of man ••• has to some extent obliter-
ated the image of God in us. To restore this image God
has been manifest in the flesh, and when we submit to
the government of Christ we are said to be renewed af-
ter the image of him who created us. We have lost our
likeness to him in moral attributes, and hence our re-
newal is called a new creation in righteousness and
holiness. 1 Cor. 3:10; Eph. 4:24. Mentally, we still
retain that image. In this respect man is still the
image and glory of God. 1 Cor. 11:17.1

Howard's doctrine of the fall is a replication to
the popular doctrine of original sin. Man inherits a body,
but his soul is the "immediate gift of God. "2 The body
alone became corruptible through Adam's sin. The soul, be-
ing a direct gift of God to each new member of the human
race, cannot share in Adam's guilt. The means for salvation
and eternal victory is supplied through Jesus as the Christ
and the incarnate Son of God.

Prayer.--"No man can claim to be a Christian who
does not devote a part of his life to this solemn duty and
edifying privilege.u3 These are the words of the editor in
the first issue of the Christian Magazine. We are not sur-
prised, then, to find that prayer receives rather extensive
treatment in his periodical.

lIbid, Vol. III, August, 1850, p. 227.
2Ibid, Vol. IV, November, 1851, po 413.
3Ibid, Vol. I, January, 1848, p. 7.
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Prayer is communication or communion with God. It
is a ftsource of support and comfort under the trials of our
earthly lot," our "defence amidst its ten thousand evils,"
and our "guide through the dangers of our daily walk. ,,1 It
is rooted in the needs and the desires of the individual,
the nature of God, and in the nature of the relationship of
man to God. ftSuch should be our abiding sense of our own
infirmities and weaknesses, such our knowledge of the divine
power and goodness, that we should readily embrace every
fit opportunity of asking the protection and blessing of
God upon all our ways.ft2

Not only is the duty of prayer enjoined upon all
Christians, but also the necessity for teaching young Chris-
tians and children to pray. Family worship is considered a
vital part of this educational program. Several prayers
for the family at worship are copied into the Magazine from
the King's Chapel Liturgy. Morning and evening are desig-
nated as particularly appropriate seasons for prayer, and
a number of prayers--in one issue a prayer for morning and
evening of each day in the week--are included as examples
and guides.

Opposition is voiced to the practice followed by
many religious groups of inviting sinners to the t~ourner's
bench," or ffa1tar," to pray and be prayed for in the

1Ibid, Vol. IV, November, 1851, po 326.
2Ibid, Vol. I, January, 1848, p. 7.
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process of conversion. One writer deems the prayers of sin-
ners, who are unreconciled to God and aliens to His Kingdom,
to be abominations in the sight of God, basing his conten-
tion primarily on Proverbs 28:9: "He that turneth away his
ear from hearing the law, even his prayers shall be an
abomination." John Eichbaum, although opposed to the par-
ticular application of this Scripture by this writer,
still held that it was an unscriptural "course for mourners
to pray for pardon or be prayed for," finding neither ftpre_

't cept or precedent for such a course. ,,1 It was pointed out
that there is not one instance in the New Testament in
which a sinner is commanded to pray for salvation; without
exception, sinners are commanded to ~act, to obey, to be
baptized for the remission of sins."2

A number of objections to prayer are answered:
(1) Prayer cannot affect Deity; He is unchangeable

and operates by established laws. Such a contention denies
Divine Providence, and makes God subservient to His own
laws. "Permanent and uniform laws are necessary to the
well-being of man, rt Ferguson writes, ":forwithout them he
could not act with foresight or calculation. But it is evi-
dent that a Power exists in a sphere above this agency.,,3
The laws o:fnature may not be violated, but they are often
"overborne."

1Ibid, Vol. IV, October, 1851, po 312.
2 3Ibid. Ibid, po 331.
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(2) For God to answer prayer would encourage in-
activity. It was pointed out that we pray for bread but
still work with God in producing it. "Prayer inspires our
efforts, but does not supercede them. We pray as though
everything depended upon prayer; whilst we labor as if all
were suspended upon our exertions."l

(3) God knows all our needs. Why should He not sup-
Qly them as freely without our prayers? According to the
Scriptures, God includes asking as a vital part of His pro-
gram for meeting the needs of His children and obtaining His
blessing (Matthew 7;7; James 4:2).

(4) God does not always answer prayer. Certain con-
ditions are necessary for prayer to be acceptable to God.
If we ask in faith, He will respond. But in His infinite
wisdom He will answer according to our needs rather than our
desires. "If ye then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father
which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him."2

The efficacy of prayer is not confined to the f~ene-
ficent influences upon the worshipper."3 God does hear and
answer prayer. This is in harmony with His Divine character
as our heavenly Father. Prayer is the instinctive response
of the soul to Him. The Scriptures abound in examples of
answered prayer, in commands to pray, and in promises to

1 2Ibid, p. 336. Matthew 7:11.
3Christian Magazine, Vol. IV, October, 1851, p. 332.
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those who pray. One thought should condition every pe-
tition that ascends to the Heavenly Father, "not as I will
but as thou wilt."

Ferguson redeemed his promise to publish a periodi-
cal "exclusively devoted to the spread of religious knowl-
edge." For six years the Christian Magazine was an earn-
est and consistent advocate of that Christian system which
the editor deemed so essential to the "happiness and moral
destiny" of his own and every generation. Through this me-
dium the gospel was sent forth uin its unmixed light and
finished purity" to exert "its humanizing, and refining and
saving influencesu2 upon its readerso

lChristian Magazine, Vol. I, January, 1848, po 1.
2Ibid•



CHAPTER V

ADVOCATE OF "PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY"

The editor's understanding of the plea and program
of the Restoration Movement with which he was affiliated is
incorporated in this brief statement: ~A renunciation of all
human creeds, confessions of faith and authoritative dogmas
in religion; and the adoption in their stead, of the Revela-
tion of God as recorded in the Old and New Testament9 as
our only rule of faith and manners. III He was convinced
that adherence to this principle would lead to the repudi-
ation of sectarian names for the name Christian9 the resto-
ration of the ordinances of the New Testament to their pro-
per place and power, the organization of the Church accord-
ing to the divine pattern as found in the New Testament~
and a life of sanctified holiness. An invitation was ex-
tended to all Christians desirous of glorifying Christ and
His Word to unite upon this platformo A more extended
statement of Ferguson's conception of this movement is found

in the following words:
We think that we teach every holy~ wholesome truth

which others teach; but that we teach them less mixed
with human opinions and superstitions. We teach the
absolute necessity of faith; but it is faith based up-
on Scriptural testimony. We teach unreserved obedience;

1Christian Magazine, Vol. IV, Apri19 1851, p. 100.
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but it is obedience to the laws of God instead of the
commandments and traditions of meno We teach the as-
surance of sins forgiven; but it is an assurance based
upon the word of God and not our changing and change-
able feelings. We teach the en1ighteningi comforting
and sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit; but we
expect these influences in a way that is rational and
scriptural and not by a special interposition of mirac-
ulous power. We teach the necessity of living lives of
godliness; nor do we attach merit to our works more
than others; but we teach that the path of holiness,
and that path alone, will lead to abiding joy and peace
in believing. And this teaching has given to thousands
the assurance of pardon which they have sought in vain
in the ordinary sources of comfort held out by their
quondam religious teachers.1

As a general ru1ei willful slander and malicious
misrepresentations were ignored.2 Howeveri objections to
the reformation were readily answered and misunderstandings
willingly corrected for those who approached in a different
spirit. The essays in a series on "Opposition to the Re-
formation, ,,3designed by the editor to remove objections
and "present our true position,1l are addressed to those
"good persons, in every denomination that surround uSi who
believe we are advocating dangerous doctrinesi,,4 and whose
understanding of reformatory principles and practices were
based, not upon "any thing they have heard or read for them-
selves," but upon the "objections and misrepresentations to

1Ibid, Vol. I, April, 1848, po 114.
2An exception to this rule is John R. Howard's review of

an article by J. R. Graves in the Tennessee Baptist, given a
place in the Christian Magazine upon the insistence of
friends, but against the better judgment of Ferguson. (Chris-
tian Magazine, Vol. V, February, 1852i ppo 56-62)

3Ibid, Vo1o I, ppo 57-59i 83-84, 114-115.
4Ibid, po 57.
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Ferguson writes, "but we would substitute a more sound, more
rational, and consequently more safe ground of assurance and
comfort in an intelligent belief in the promises of God, and
a hearty obedience to his commandmentso"S

1Ibido
3Ibid,
SIbid,

2Ibid, March, 1848, po 83.
February, 1848, po S80 4Ibid, March,
April, 1848, p. 114.

1848, p. 83.
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In answering the query, -Why is it that your society

does not succeed so well in some of our cities as in others?n
Ferguson gave three reasons: the simplicity of the worship
in Christian Churches had little attraction for the curious,
the worldly, or those who desired elaborate liturgical ser-
vices; many popular churches were supported by a membership
committed to denominational loyalty~ supposedly affirming
the all-sufficiency of the Word of God while, in many instan-
ces, ignorant of its requirements; other churches supported
and strengthened their cause where it was weak through a
home missions program.

An objective appraisal of the cause to which they
were committed led Ferguson and some of the contributors to
the Christian Magazine to raise their voices in protest
against evils which had attended the course of its history:
(1) A conceited and pugnacious spirit too often character-
ized their preaching;l (2) In many instances they had been
too argumentative and controversial, claiming to know "prim-
itive Christianity" but cultivating none "of the virtues of
primitive DiscipleshiP,,;2 (3) A bad spirit had called too
many "bad mens into the fellowship: some who were ncareless
about their obligation"; some who had "no dignity of char-
acter"; some who made pretensions to learning they did not
have; some, even, who "lived in violation of more than

1Ibid, July, 1848, po 206.
2Ibid, Volo III, September, 1850, p. 365.
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one of the commandments of the Decalogue,,;l (4) Lack of wis-
dom marked the organization of many churches~ Too often,
they had been guilty of placing "tyrannical~ self-willed
and presumptuous men in the offices of the church, who have
ruled them so as to dash them to pieces, vainly supposing
that the wrath of man would promote the righteousness of
God,,;2 (5) There had been a dearth of good preachers, men
who gave themselves to promoting the growth of Christians
through the proclamation of a complete gospel message and
pastoral oversight;3 (6) They often had been too precipi-
tous in approach, impatient, failing to realize that true
and lasting reformation must be a gradual process;4 (?)
They had failed to develop and express Hthat deep-toned
piety, heart-felt religion, and experimental godliness, of-
ten illustrated by those of far more humble pretensionn;5
(8) They had not developed family devotion~ prayer and so-
cial meetings, and missionary enterprises.6 But in spite
of these and other evils the cause of reformation had such
great vitality that it continued to grow and prosper.?

lIbid, Vol. I, July, 1848, po 206. 2Ibid~
4Ibid, December, 1848, po 378.
5Ibid, Vol. III, August, 1850, po 249. 6Ibid.
7In the heat of controversy with Alexander Campbell,

Ferguson made the following critical analysis of the Resto-
ration Movement, with direct allusion to Campbellian in-
fluence in many instances:"OUr cause, so far as it is the cause of correct
principles as it respects individual religion and church
intercourse, possesses great vitality or it could not have
survived the fierce and carnal contests that have attended
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Characteristics of the Reformers, 1840-1860

The historian Bacon characterizes the period that
is involved in this dissertation as one of nabounding ma-
terial prosperi tyt1 and "turbid poli tical agi ta tion, 11

its advocacyo Its friends have often been its worst ene-
mieso Not by intention, but from the influence of a spirit
they did not, perhaps could not, control, and differently
direct, we have exhibited more personal warfare than marks
the history of the same number of men in any religious de-
nomination around us. But it has survived and will survive
them just so long as it holds on to the truth it has gained
and to the spirit which survives the weakness and folly of
ambitious assumptionso We may better appreciate its vital-
ity by remembering what it has survived:

It has survived the denunciation of preachers and
preaching that grew out of its indiscriminate and often
boastful animadversions upon the abuses of a regular and
sustained ministry--one of the greatest agencies for good
in human societyo It has survived the reckless and needless
onslaught upon the literary and religious character of most
of its early opponentsv and all its friends who have dared to
amend its rude outlineo It has survived the personal rival-
ry of the men who gave it birth in their contests for pri-
ority as its originatorso It has survived its zealous de-
nunciation of speculations in religion, and its speculations
in turn upon all the subjects that divide the Theologians
of the worldo It has survived the denunciations of all
church courts and the assumption of their functions in the
formal disfellowship, by its editors, of the men it once
hailed as its fellow-laborerso It has survived its de-
nunciation of Dover and other decrees against the faith and
Christian privileges of its leaders and its frequent vain
attempts to induce 'co-operation meetings' to take charge
of the qualifications of preachers responsible only to their
own congregationsQ It has survived its mistake in denoun-
cing all settled and sallaried (sic) preachers and the sub-
stitution of traveling evangelisrs-of a few topical sermons
and many crude criticisms from its periodicals in Greek, La-
tin, Hebrew, &co, supposing that the one was scriptural, the
other not. It has survived its opposition to Theological
Seminaries, and we hope will soon succeed in establishing
a chair of 'Sacred History,' in which a thorough Theologi-
cal cultivation may be obtainedo It has survived its early
failure to distinguish between what was fundamental and
necessary in Apostolic Christianity, and what was acciden-
tal and transitory, the greatest blunder it ever made, and
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neither of which was favorable to that fixed attention to
spiritual themes which promotes the revival of religion."l
Nevertheless, these years were most significant in develop-
ments which were to affect the entire future of these
Christians.

These two decades, 1840=1860, are characterized by
certain historians of the movement as the tJperiod of

one from which it will be longest in its recoveryo It is
this failure of discrimination that makes men seek for a
'thus saith the Lord,' upon matters of human reason and
experience, and the developments of the changing circum-
stances of the worldQ* It has survived its views of the
'Kingdom of Heaven' that led to the hope of an earthly Mil-
lennium of which the Reformation was the precurser~ as the
title of its chief organ still indicatesJ and the year 1847
the period of its commencement; which views~ we insist up-
on it, have been legitimately carried out by Dro Thomas
and others, while the papers of the ~Reformed clergyman'
have developed a somewhat more rational expectation. The
Doctor has been disfellowshipped by the 'Millennial Har-
binger,' and has established a Herald of the Future Age
and Kingdom. And it will survive the dreadful effects of
our exposition of 1 Pet. iiio183 and Broo Campbell's mis-
conceptions of both it and its advocate0 And if in our
zeal for consistency where there is none, as in the examples
above, we do not sacrifice the right of private judgment
and the authority of the congregations, we will only breathe
the freer after the intonations of editorial thunder have
died away. It may add to its numerous inconsistencies that
of denying the right to express an honest conviction upon
Scriptures it may imagine are already infallibly interpre-
ted, but we hope not. We hope it will not violate all its
anti-sectarian principles by dooming all who differ from its
'Harbinger' to desertion, loneliness and obloquyo These
are fortunately the only punishment left to ecclesiastical
courts since the faggot and the flame are consigned to the
fate that awaits all Barbarism and vindictive cruelty!"
(Christian Magazine, Vol. V, October, 1852, PPo 315, 316)

*It has been but a few months since the Mil1ennia1 Har-
binger appeared to seek authority for Conventions of Breth-
ren by an appeal to the Song of Solomon!

1Leonard Woolsey Bacon, A History of American Christian-
~ (New York, Charles Scribern's Sons3 1907), po 338.
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1Reconstruction,ft nConsolidating the Gains, 1840-1849" and

"The Constructive Period, 1849-1866,,,2 "Definition: 1835-
1850" and "Co-operation Achieved, 1850-18660"3 These, and
other historians, focus attention upon three areas of major
emphases, areas in which vital contributions were made to
the work: evangelism, education, and co-operation04 We pro-
pose to define the attitude and indicate the contribution
of the Christian Magazine in each of these areas~

Evangelism.--The leaders of the Restoration Move-
ment cast their lot with the rapidly expanding West rather
than attempting to break into the more deeply established
centers of traditional Christianity in the Easto Acces-
sions from the unconverted and proselytes from the religious
denominations contributed to the rapidly growing bodyo Gar-
rison states that "the decade from 1840 to 1850 was perhaps

1W. T. Moore, A Comprehensive History of the Disciples
of Christ (New York, London: Fleming H. Revell Company,
1909), po 439.

Zw. Eo Garrison, Religion Follows the Frontier (New
York and London: Harper and Brothers, 1931, ppo 162, 181.

3Dean Eo Walker, Adventuring for Christian Unity (Bir-
mingham, England: The Berean Press, 1935), ppo 35, 39.

4Winfred Earnest Garrison and Alfred To DeGroot, in
The Disciples of Christ: A History, published by the Chris-
tian Board of Publication, st. Louis, Missouri, write of
this period, which they entitle ItPlanning a Long Crusade,
1840-1860": ItThe two decades preceding the Civil War were
a period of consolidation of the scattered and unorganized,
but youthfully vigorous, forces of the Discipleso In this
period they achieved a unity of purpose, organized state
and national conventions of workers and a society for mis-
sions, and founded colleges for youth and ministerial
training." (po 231)
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the time of their most remarkable growtho"l
Evangelism found warm and devoted friends in the

editorial corps of the Christian Magazine 0 To Ferguson,
evangelism--the conversion of the world--was "the great
and paramount purpose of Christian benevolence.ff2 The
spread of the gospel was considered an obligation resting
upon everyone: the preacher, the individual Christian, and
the congregation as a whole. It was inseparably identified
with the commission of Jesus. Neglect of this duty invali-
dated the Christian's avowal of the Lordship of Christ. "We
have no right to exist as a christian people," Ferguson
writes, Mor to pretend to the high honors of the christian
profession, but upon this one condition, that we will in
good faith, and vigorous exertion, carry out the designs of

that profession.u3

Thousands of additions to the Christian cause are
reported through the Christian Magazine. Practically every
issue of this periodical carried glowing reports of the suc-
cesses attending the preaching of "Apostolic Christianity."
Some of the men sending reports were evangelizing ·on their
ownu; others were sent out by churches co-operating for
that purpose. The following report of additions is indica-
tive of the work that was being done in many states:

In the counties of Boone, Howard, Marion and Ralls,
Missouri, there have been over six hundred additions
during the past three months.

lGarrison, Religion Follows the Frontier, po 200.
2Christian Magazine, Vol. I, January, 1848, po 27. 3Ibid•


