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fifty -souls to the saved. In 1888 his health failed.
He then located with the church at Russellville,
Arkansas where he stayed eighteen months,
doubled the member'ship, and paid an $1,800 debt
on the church. His health got worse and hew~nt
to San Antonio for -one year. '" hile there his
health was restored ==lndone hundred and forty-
five members were -added to the little band of
thirty, durmg the ye~r. This carries him up to
the end of 1890 when he becalJle State Evangelist
of Mississippi on the 1st of Jan. 1891. This
position he has held ever since with the excep-
tion of a little less than two years spent with the
Walnut street Christian church in Chattanooga,
Tennessee.

Aside from this Mr. Stevens has held some in-
dependent meetings at different places, but has never
been out of a position, nor has he ever sought a
position. He of course has had to decide what course
t.o take, but work has always been abundant, and
the pay all he desired. To offer him several hun-
dred dollars above what he is getting does not seem
to affect him at all.
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John A. Stevens,
State EvalJgelist, of Mississippi.

The subject of this sketch was born in Titus
county, Texas on Dec. 26, 1857. His father waR
named George W., and his mother's maiden name
was Mary Vann, both ::>fwhom came from Georgia,
their parents coming from South Carolina. Geo.
W. and wife moved to Texas in 1850. They belong-
ed to the Primitive Baptists.

When the more progressive, missionary Baptist
church came into existence, both families went into
it. John A. Stevens was born of Baptist parents
and reared and educated in that faith. Bro. S. is
six feet, one inch, tall, weighs 170 pounds. Bro.
Stevens gave his heart to God and joined the Bap-
tist church in 1875. He preached his first sermon
as a Baptist preacher in Sept., 1878, being then in
his twenty-first year. When he turned the keen
logic of h'is young and vigorous mind upon tne
sacred page for the purpose of telling it to others,
with the help of Ezzelles Great Legacy then a new
book, he soon found thirty or forty reasons why
the Baptist church was a stranger to the New Tes-
tament. He kept studying. He says: "In the
spring of 1880 I rode a bay horse fifteen miles,
alone, through the forest that I might find a church
of my faith, of my love and my hope. When I
came up to the country church in the woods, my
heart leaped with joy when I said to myself, 'Here
I will get my liberty; I never had it before.' "

When Eld. E. H. Smith gave the invitation
our subject stepped forward and united with the
Christian church. He did not join the "Loyal
Brethren," the "Rebaptists," the "Sounds," the
"Progressives," or any other sect. He joined the
Christian church, pure and simple, with all that it
was, is, or hopes to be.

Mr. Stevens continued his studies in the most
vigorous manner, meanwhile farming, teaching
school, taking private lessons m Latin, etc.

In Sept., 1883 he was duly ordained by Con-
cord church in Morris county, Te~as, as a regular
minister in the Christian church. From that day
Mr. Stevens has never turned his hand to a thing
but the "pulpit and the pen."

In 1886 he was married to Miss Jennie Kelley
of Texarkana, Ark., who halSmade him a faithful
wife. The fruit of that marriage is but one child,
Roy W., now ten years old. Also in 1886 Brother
Stevens became State Evangelist of Arkansas. He
took this work when no one else seemed to want it,
and during the one year he added three hundred and

He has made a few changes as seen above, but
he says "They were God's changes, not mine-
hence full of wisdom." He says: "I never risk
my judgment with anything heavy without taking
God into my confidence."

Again, Bro. Stevens is a financial success in
every way known to the writer. Speaking of
preachers getting paid, he says: "Our churches pay
for results, not for efforts. Churches will not pay
much for having prejudice removed but will turn
their pocket books wrong side out for additions. It
is hard to contemplate, but we must learn to have
additions or pay will be neglected."

HIS STRONGPOINTS.

1. Much general information well remembered.
2. A large vocabulary. 3. Oratorical and w d
painting power. 4. Keen logic and kind-hearted-
ness. 5. An excellent voice well trained. 5. Ear-
nestness without measure. Mr. Stevens has had
over 3,000 additions to the church. He believes in
the old style exhortations. He will preach three
quarters of OQ hour and some times over an hour.
His enthusiasm and word pictures are often terrible.
In great meetings he seems to get beside himself.
In cooler moments it is hard to make him remem-
ber the horrid pictures of death, hell, and meanness,
that he only one hour ago has drawn. After all
this expenditure of nervous force, he will have his
people sing, and he will exhort at internals, he will
beg and plead with men for a half. hour to forsake
their sins and come to Christ. When asked why
he does so, and so, he replies, "all I know is that
I am in earnest about it."..- ..

The GOSPELMESSENGERremains at the low
price of $1.00 a year. Cash in advance.
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NIovemants of the Worrld.

,

WONDERFULTHINqs !lappen these
days. Most astonishing news comes
from Memphis, this state, that the re-
tail liguor dealers have met and have
decided to obey' the law and close ,on
Sunday. The real truth is the liquor
men \mow that there is a sentiment
crystalizing in ~his country against
their business. They know better than
anyone else taat if they do not stem
the tide of public sentiment by ap-
pearing moral and sanctimonious
themselves, their craft', of getting
money through the vices of the peo-
ple will soon be outlawed. But it is
one thing for an association to resolve,
and another to have the man who
left aU conscience behind when he
went into the business obey it. " Can
a leopard change his spots? ': Can
the liquor business ever deceive the
most simple-minded and make them
believe there is a single redeeming
feature in it? So long as one poor
woman's or one orphan's wail is heard,
this traffic will be an outcast with the
mark of Cain on it.

A FRENCHPAPER at Quebec, Cana-
da, called L' Electeur, recently opened
up its columns for a free discussion of
the question as to how far the church
can control its members. A Mr. Da-
vis contributed an article in which he
took the ground that the church should
control in matters purely in the pro-
vince of conscience, but that the state
must be supreme in matters purely
political. His contention was that
the church had no right to dictate how
electors should vote on the school
question. This at once called forth
the thunders of the b\shops., They
have forbidden every Catholic to have
anything to do with the paper. ~his,
of course, caused the paper to suse

pend, and the publishers have sued
the bishops for damage. No doubt a
Canadian court will not dare to make
a verdict against these ecclesiastical
potentates, but it will serve to bring
the question to a climax, and God will
yet raise up another Martin Luther,
who will free the remnant that tre
formet: Luther did not reach. The plan
of the Catholics in .America is to favor

Republican government, and 'then
gradually gain control of the consci-
ence of the voters, elect their meas-
ures, and take control of everything.
We do not fear its execution., how-
ever.

As A DIRECTresult from our suc-
cesS'ful issue with Great Britain on the
Venezuela controvertly, our merchants
are preparing to gain for themselves
the entire South Am,erican trade. It
really looks as though the English
government had made some very se-
rious 'blunders on this line. But the
whole thing simply shows to what ex-
tremes our cQmpetitive system has
gone. It is not our pUl;pose to con-
demn this system, for we know of
nothing better to take its place. But
it will be beneficial to us to see where
we stand. Individuals are in an al-
most death struggle with each other j

associations and· combines are doing
likewise. In short, the world is a
great checker board j England, France,
Germany, 'Russia, Japan, and Ameri-
ca are the principal players. Every
move they make is intended to gain
control of co~merce.

IT 'IS GENERALLYexpected that
there will be nothing done on any of
the great and absorbing political
questions now before the people until
the McKinley administration gets con-
trol of tbe government. Though this
will be only a little over six weeks, it
will be quite an uneasy waiting for the
friends of Cuba and those who favor
immediate action with regard to the
Armenian illassacres. But it is
perhaps no more than just that the
new administration be given the priv-
ilege of shaping ,its own foreign poli·
cy., ,The man:whom McKinley may
appoint to the State Department will
no doubt find his position an exceed-
ingly trying one. It is now quite gener-
ally supposed that it will be either
Senator Sherman, of Ohio, or Senator
Allison, of Iowa.

CHRISTTOLD his disciples to wait
until they should receive power from
on high .. This implies that they were
not sufficiently prepared for the task
before. It is not for.us to say exact-
ly how many changes were wrought
in'tbe dIsciples by the indwelling of

the Spirit, but none were more man-
ifest than that they were changed
from negative to positive characters.
The Peter that believed in Christ, but
sought to do it with caution, and even
with compromise, if need be, is now
the positive and steadfast Peter, who
stands before the highest court in his
land, and says with a remarkable brav-
ity and firmness that he is w,orking in
the name of Jesus. What could they
do with such a man? Letting him go
confirms him in his work j threaten-
ing him is a concession of his power.
Imprisonment and punishment are
but a demonstration of his power.
We in our day'would say surrender to
him. But a proud Sadducee or Phar-
isee, never!

'THE CREFDS in our day are not
dead, but, like some old man whose
body is diseased, they are sensitive to
every cold wind that' blows. The
truth might, perhaps, be better ex-
pressed by saying t hat the sectarian
world is very apprehensive of danger,
and has spies posted at every turn of
the road to watch for_some stray idea
that might be labeled as heresy. The
latest heresy that has been thus caught
and labeled was found running astray'
in Ian McClaren's famous book, " Be-
side the Bonnie Brier Bush," in which
he expresses his belief that if a man
can be kihd toa dog he has some in-
herent good in him, Strange as it
may seem, this is interpreted to be
directly opposed to the doctrine ,of
original sin.

---- ..__.---
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<r~rtesponbence ••
Things Hard to be Understood.

B. F. MANIRE.

(Oontinued. )

11. TI,e Poreknowledge of God is anoth~r one
of the things hard to be understood, over which
men puzzle their own minds, and by which they so
often try to ,perplex and annony others. Not being
able to fathom its profound depths, to scale its
sublime heights, or to measure its limitless extent,
many, we fear, appeal to it only to wrest it to their
own destruction, and pe1'verl it to the confusion and
injury of others.

Now what the Bible says concerning the fore-
knowledge of God is just as intelligible as what it
says concerning the power or wisdom or mercy of
God. The trouble is this, however, as in so many
other cases, is that men are not content with the
simple facts and plain statements bund in the
Scriptures, nor with the practical information that
may be gained from the Bible, but attempt to be-
come wise beyond what is written, and far beyond
their own very limited capacity.

The finite mind is utterly incapable of fully
comprehending the Infinite Mind; hence the, fore-
knowledge of God will ever remain a w~>nderand a
mystery to men as long as they are in this state of
being with all its limitations and imperfections.
The future and eternal state only can unfold all the
mysteries of the Divine wisdom, and portray in all
their splendor the perfections of the Divine char-
acter. The forknowledge of God is doubtless a
theme of wonder to the angels in heaven, and may
be such to the redeemed throughout the cycles of
eternity. Whenever man can put himRelf in the
place of God, and look down through'all time and
all eternity, as God does, then he may fully com-
prehend the foreknowledge of God, but not ~ll then.

:\1en in their puny efforts to handle thi's great
thenle confound the foreknowledge of God with his
purposes, 01' what they are pleased to call his de-
crees; and then they conclude that this foreknowl-
edge, which in their judgment necessarily involves
an irreversible decree, has, unchangeably fixed the
character and destiny of every human being. They
thus diyc:;:tman of all responsibility, make him a
mere machine which moves only as it IS propelled
by some outside and irresistible power, and place
him under an inexorable fate both for time and eter-
nity. The Scriptures, however, do not make any
such statements concerning the foreknowledge of
God in its bearin,g on human responsibility; nor do
all the facts therein presented concerning God and
man warrant any i-uch conclusion. _,

12. The difficulty is frequently present'ed ,in
this way,-"If God knows that I am to be, saved,

then I can not possibly be lost; and if God knows
that 1 am to be lost, then I can not possibly be
saved." The very manner in which this difficulty
is often presented shows, that it is regarded as ab-
solutely unanswerable; yet no man ever imposed on
himself, or tried to impose on others, by a flimsier
sophism. Xt tacitly and insidiOU!llytakes for grant-

, 'Ied the very thing to be prov,e~? and that is, that
God by a simple act of foreknowledge--has unalter-
ably fixed t,he destiny of all men without any refer.
ence whatever to their char~cte.1· and conduct in tltis

'life. This utterly false assumption not only lieRat
the basis,. but is the very core, of all the false rea-
soning that is so prevalent on this subject. When-
ever iUs admitt~d, as '.th~ Script~res abundantly
teach, that the foreknowledge of God take. in th,e
character and conduct of men llsaffecting, the,i; des-
tiny, the' very bottom is knocked out of this dif-
ficulty.

The teaching of the Scripture being true, God
does not, never did, and never willfore know the des-
tiny of any man separate and apart from the char-
acter and conduct of that man. Therefore the des-
tiny of mortals does not and never ,did hinge mere-
lyon the foreknowledge of God concerning that des-
tiny. Man is a responsible being, made in the im-
age of God, largely endowed with will-power, and
therefore capable of choosing; and his destiny hinges
to a great extent oil the decision he m~kes in ac-
cepting or rejecting the salvation offered tohim so
freely in and .through the Lorcl Jesus Christ, all of
which the Scriptures most clearly and' abundantly
teach. And we confidently affirm that the fore-
knowledge of God, apart from "the meap.s of salva-
tion, has no practical bearing whatever on the de-
cision any man may make; and therefore does not
form his character, shape his conduct, or determine
hi" destiny.

13. It is a significant fact that men rarely, jf
ever, reason in this way with reference to the af-
fairs of this life; yet the foreknowledge of God
takes in all these affairE' as well as those of the life
to come, and has just as much to do in determining
them. And should any man so reason in any given

I

case, he would be regarded as partially, if not
wholly demented, and would be treated accordingly.

Does the sick man say? '-If the Lord knows
I am to get well, I can not p08sibly die; and if he
knows I am to die, I can not possibly get well: all
the diseases on the one hand "an not ~ill me, and
all the medicine on the other hand can not cure me."
And reasoning thus, does he refuse all medical aid
and risk the consequences? No, indeed! He sends
for the physician, and takes the remedy prescribed,
decree or no decree, without ever thinking that the
foreknowledge of God has any thing to do either
with is own conduct or the result.

Suppose the farmer should reason in the same
way, and in consequence thereof refuse to plant or
c~ltivate; would the forekno~ledge of. God bring

•



THE· GOSPEL MESSENGER. B
.

about the same7:result as if he had planted and culti-
vated ? Th~ veriest simpleton knows that it would
not; yet iu all such c,ases God foreknows what will There seems to be a tendency among some of
be the result of every man's labor. He also fore- our churches and s?me of our preachers to practice
knows wha~ wi!l be the result in any case, if a man the baptist doctrine of "Once in grace, always in
does not hibor; and these two are very different re- grace." And I attribute it tc the use, or perhaps
'suIts in the foreknowledge of God as well as in a!Juse, of the commission as recorded by Mark 16:
actuallife:- 16. These preachers visit these churches from

The commander of an army, however numer- time to time and teach them little else than the
ous, well qisciplined, well supplied, and well disci- scripture just alluded to. Then they go away and
plined his forces might be, who would reaSClnin this' do not visit them through the week to teach them
way, would iiumre the defeat of his army, the dis- and get into full sympathy with them. They leave
grace of himself, and the destruction of his country; them as sheep without a shepherd; thus saying by
yet the Lord knows the issue of every battle before . their action "These have been saved, and are cer-
the conflict is joined. tain of Heaven." The writer prefers to use the

Many'.other illustrations might be given to show, cOI,nmissionas given in Matt. 28: 19, 20. Because
the utter fallacy and folly of this kind of. reason- 1st, it is more comprehensIve; covers more ground,
ing, but these are deemed ainply sufficient. In all is progressive. 2nd. The language in Mk. 16: 16
the world there is only one character who reasons is claimed to be an interpolation, by a number of
in this· way'in r~ference to the ordinary affairs of life, bible scholars; prominent among whom is Bro. J.
and whose conduct is consi'stent with his reasoning. W. McGarvey. 3rd. It does not sound like the
That character is the do-nothing, good-fot-nothing language of Jesus, and it does not go far enough. It
sluggard; and Solomon tells him to go to the ant says "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel
and learn wisdom. to every creature; He that believeth and is baptized

14. It may be said in answer to all this, how- shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be
ever, that in such cases as the<se which have been dammed." While the lan~uage in Matthewnot only
adduced as illustrations, the resultR are under the admits of,but is suggestive of progression.(Don't get
control of fixed natural laws, and can be produced frightened at that word.) "Go ye therefore and
only by the use of the means which God has estab- teach all nations, baptizing them into the name of the
lished in the economy of Nature. Exactly so. This Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost:
covers the entire ground in both cases. All spirit- teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
ual blessings are under the control of equally fixed have commanded you: and, 10, tam withyou alway,
and unchange~ble spiritual laws, and can be enjoy- kven unt3 the end of the world."
ed only through the use of the spiritual means which This undisputed scripture forbids the error,
God in his lov.e and mercy has foreordained in the that men do not require to be taught how to be
spiritual world for this very purpose, all of which christians, or how to be Christlike after they have
in both cases.is in exact accordance with the fore- been baptized. The writer is one who believes that
knowledge of; God. The principle is precisely the if the church of Christ is ministered unto properly.
same, on(y the means used are different in adapt~- so that the membership will be spiritually edified,
tion to the diffeI:Emtends' to be attained. , . ~and. so they will "grow in grace, aud in the knowl-

In the <?neca~e, the means used are physica!, edge of our Lord and Savior Jesu •• Christ," we
and therefore adapted to' the attainment of physical 'would not have to ask sinners to come to ChriRt.
ends; in the other, the means used are spiritu~l, .They would be only too eager to come and cast their
and therefore adapted to the attainment of spiritual . lot among such people, and go with us on our way
ends. In both' cases, the foreknowledge of God to God and to Christ. Two young preachers with
takes in the-means to be used as an indispensable wh.om the writer conversed recently a:ong this line
factor in the attainment of the end. And as the of thought, said that they had not done so, but that
foreknowledge of God, does not ?estroy, set aside,. hereafter their efforts would be more in line with
or overlook human agency and responsibility in the· the injunction in the last verse in the book of Matthew.
one case, so it does not in the other. As in accord-' - Perhaps the attractiveness of the commission
ance with t4-e foreknowl;dge and foreordination of '. in Mk. 16: 16 lies in the fact that there is a penalty
Qod in the ~ingdom of Nature, men must plant and' in it. Some people can not be reached without
cultivate and reap in order to the possession and en- threatening them, but those people, I fear, are far
joyment of a bountiful harvest of earthly fruits; so from the kingdom. Let us not try to scare people
in accordance with the foreknowledge and fore or- into the kingdom by a "He that believeth not shall
dination of God in the kingdom of Grace, men must be damned:" Let us not endeavor to frighten
believe in and obey the Lord Jesus Christ in order them by appealing to their fear of the devil: but
to the enjoyment of peace and pardon here, and let us preach Christ to them so as to make Him so
co.ntinue to love and- serve the Lord in order to the attractive that they can not resist Him. The
enjoyment of endless happiness hereafter. commission in Matt. tells the apostles what to do

Commission and Progression.
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and does not say what will be the effeQt. on those All we ask is that the tree be judged. by· th.e fruit it
who hear: it ~akes no promise. ana speaks of no . hears. If it bears good fruit let it stand, if not cut
penalty to be inflicted. This sounds like Jesus;. it .down. This is our argument in,favor of organiz-

. leading, not driving, While the la'nguage in Mark ed missicm work. Bro, Wright is quite popular
appeals to the sympathies of those ~ho .are· always .. with the Crofton people.
on the lookout for rewards, with a weathet:eye on . Congregations that give' to mission work never
the penalty: and appzars to have been added to give one cent less for .work at home. Some people
Markls story of Jesus by just Rucha man; and is appear to think that if a congregation ·'gives any
loudly prea.led by a number of pr~achers of the thing 'to the missionary cause or the Orphan's'Home
saI1le spot and stripe. that it will give just that much less toth~' ':support

John in his .account of the gospel d~es not men- of the home preacher. This is a great. In'istake.
tion the commission; nOl'does Luke. But in Luke's At least it is not in' harmony with my expetience.
seeond story (acts) he ilhows us the commission in The more people do abroad the 'more they do at
active service. home.

Paul stayed a year and a half in Corinth, two
Some people ~s they. become more able to con-years each in Ephesus and Rome, teaching those

h· h' h th L d J Ch" t 'th tribute, become less willing to do so. CovetousnesstIllD'S w lC concern e or esus r1S, WI
1:>. gives u~ ,more money, and more money makes.all confidence no man forbidding him, (at Rome.)

us ~till more covetous. At least that appears to beWhen Aquilla and Priscilla found Apollas at true of some people, '
Ephesus, and heard him preach the Messiah, only
according to John the Baptist; and no doubt preach-/ Before anyone should refuse to contribute to
ing, "The baptism o~repentance 'for the remission aQY cause in which is involved the salvation of
of sins," (~lk. 1: 4), "They expcunded ~nto him souls, he ~hould ask this question: "What would
the way of the Lord more perfectly." Apollas was be the result if every person in my' condition were
probably going to the length of the commission as to refuse to contribute anything?" If you have
per Mk, 16: 16, and Aquilla and his wife went any hope that the cause will succeed, is not your
farther, and dealt with him to the full extent of the hope based upon the belief that others possess a
commission as per Matt. 28: 19, 20. " more sacrificing spirit than you possess? What do

While Mk. 16: 16 is truth, every word of it; you say now, and how will you answer this q.uestion
it is unfinished and crude: and if we stop where it .at the judgement bar of Goel at the last day:
stops the product of our preaching will be cnide. Since I aided Bro. Wright in a meeting at this
While our Savior says to us, that if we will go to the place about four months ago the Harbinger of

. extent of the last two verses in Matthew, He will death has visited this congregatio'l, and taken with
be with us alway, even unto the end of the world. him across "the river" two of our best members
If he is with us, then let us do those things in teach- viz: Miss Sallie Clark, and Mrs. M. C.Brasher. ;/I

ing and edifying the churches, that will keep him While I was not surprised to hear of the death o.f
with us. MICAHCOMBS. the latter as she was afflicted with an incurable dis-

Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 1897. i' ease, I wa'! greatly surprised to hear of thf death of
the former as she was cut down in young woman-
hood. That God may abundantly bless the rel-
atives of these two noble Christian women in th.eir
deep sorrow is the earnest prayer of the writer.

South Kentucky Pteld Notes.
J. W. GANT, ELKTON, KY.

I came to this place (Croften) last Sl:.turday
to fill Bro. W. B. Wright's appointment~ On ac-
count of the inclement weather, the audience was
small Lord's day morning, and was completely
rained out Lord's day evening.

I always enjoy my visits to Crofton. I preach-
ed here several years, organized the congregation,
and aided in raising'the money to build the hOUSE
of worship. During my ministry at Crofton it was
my privilege to baptize a large per cent of its pres-
ent membership. This-..work as is generally known
was done under the auspices of the South Kentucky
Association.

There are now sixteen congregations in this
county (Christian) one-half of which were orgamz-
ed by the South Kentucky Association. All of this
work has been done within the last fifteen years.

.._ ..
,

A Memory of Athens, Georgia ..
VYhilesitting on the porch conve~sing w.iththe

daughter of "mine host" at Athens, Georgia, I
noticed a well kept horRegrazing on the Iawn near by.

I as.ked the l~dy concerning the age of the
horse and she answered '''he is about twenty-five
years old." She said, "he is our old family horse
and is a great favorite. Papa would not sen him
at any pr:ce, nor will he allow him to be worked.
We all think he should be 'well cared for because
of his long and faithful service."

There are doubtless many instances of similiar.
care of a worn out family horse, and I only recall
the incident because of its impression on my mind.
I had only an hour before addr;Elssedthe convention
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vides, the Christ unites. The closer
the union among God's people, the
easier the conquest over Satap.'s
kingdom.

Please study the foregoing sugges-
tions in the fraternal spirit prompting
them, and " Be not deceived."

/ The following is self explanatory:
"Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Barrall,requests

your presence at the marriage of their
daughter, Olla, to Rev. W. H. Alford,
Wednesday morning, January 20th,
1897. Bride'sreaidence at 11 o'e-lock."

Bro. Alford is one of our Mississip'
pi boys, and we ~ad hoped to see him
located in Mississippi. Possibly he
will be working there b~fore many
months. Possibly some may not be
able to harmbnize this statment with
the fact that the Sr. editor of this pa-
per left Mississippi. Those however,
who have read closely what we have
said along this line heretofore will un-
derstand. As an editor and publish-
er of a great and good peper, we can
serve Mississippi better from Nash-
ville than from Jackson, Miss. Did
I expect to make pastoral work my
life work, I would that verJ minut<l
pack .my little effects together and
take the fastest train to Mississippi I
could get. I say this in all good faith,
yet with a full appreciation of, and a
great love for my brethren of the
other states that the GOSPELMESSEN-
GERis trying to repreilent.

~
Who wants a better paper than is

found in this issuA? Read our church
reports and see how encouraging!
Read our correspondence and see how
"rich and meaty. OlIr first p[;,ge; good
:asthe Standard's or Evangelist's OreVen
the Firm Fonndation's. Our editorials?
Modesty forbids, but we think mighty
loud. Our biography and photography

'" department-contains a sketch of one
'of the livest evangelists of the South,
'Or of any country. Well if this copy
don't please you, nothing short of a
Heavenly MESSENGERwould.

Read "A memory of Athens, Ga."
in this issue by Bro. A. M. Atkinson,
and take heed. It is strange, yet it is
true that whatever a man has nearest"
his heart, he can always find in the
common affairs of life lessons to illus-
trate hiq pet theme. Bro. Atkinson
is so full of this mission of love and
mercy in which he.is engaged, that he
can turn most any incident to account
for the mortal good of the aged
preacher. The Lord is blessing him
in this noble work.

We have received from Sister J. W.
Crenshaw, of Cadiz, Ky~, a copy of
her beautiful little poem, "Christmas
times in Ole Kentuck." It shows

that Sister Crenshaw is a poet o~ no
mean ability. Ordinarily we have
but little taste for poetry, but this one
catches us, as it brings into play a
good deal of the old time negro char-
acter, which we always enjoyed study-

ing.

We were late in mailing the MES-
SENGERto South, Kentucky sul:>scri·
bers last week, on account of a delay
in getting the mailing list of the
Evangelist.

Difficulties incident to a change of
paper, coupled together with other
office change~, caused us to be two
days' late last week. We will have a
fine number next week.

Bro. T. B. Larimore is holding a
good meeting in this city at the Line
St. Christian church. Bro. L. is doing
some fine preaching, as he always
does: So far there nave been 5
addit:ons.

T. A. Reynolds, of Frankford, Ind.
has taken charge of the Woodland St.
Christian church, this city. He is a
fine preacher, a splendid mixer, and
we are expecting a fine year's work.
His audiences Sunday were very fine
both morning and evening.

There was a delightful little enter-
tainment at Southern Christian Col-
lege, this city on last Friday night,
given by Sister LiWan Armstrong's
class in music. Weare glad to note
that this collpge is steadily growing,
and we confidently hope to see the
day not far distant when it will take
rank with our foremost colleges.

We give this week a splendid cut of
Bro. John A. Stevens, State Evange-
list of Mississippi. Some of tbe cuts
that will appear from time to time,
will be furnisbed us by tbe party as in
tbis instance, wbich will cause them
not to appear uniform in size or style.

We club the GOSPEL MESSENGER
and the New Ohristian Quarterly, one
year for $2.25. Every preacher in
the church should have the Quarterly,
and this is 3 fine opportunity for you
to get the MESSENGERfor 25 cents a
year, or the Quarterly for $1.25,money
with the order. Address this office.

Married, at the residence of the
bride's mother, near Sand Hill, Ala.,
on the afternoon of December 23rd,
Bro. J. H. Thompson to Sister Lou
EUa Mullins, the writer officiating.
May peace and prosperity be their:s in.
this life, and bliss unalloyed in the life
to come. J. A. BRANCH.

Love.
Lorenzo Love was born Dec. 1, 1811;

was married to Miss Sarah Roberts,
Jan. 29, 1846; was" born again" in
1847, the saintly Tolbert Fanning of-
ficiating; died Jan. 4, 1897, at tbe
home of his daughter, Sister Wyatt,
in Chattanooga; was burried at his
old bome in Marion, Ala., Jan. 5, '97.

I~ 1846 Sister Love became obedi·
ent to the faith, and in, 1847 Brother
Love took bis stand with her upon the
Bible alone, he having previously been
a Methodist. This couple bad a long,
useful, and happy life together. , Jan.
29,1896, their" golden wedding" was
celebrated, and upouthat day their
only remaining single daugbter, Sis-
ter Annie, was married to Brother
W. T. Wells, our preacher in Jeffer-
sonville, Ind.

Our dear Sister Love, who is known
throughout the brotherhood of our
State and the South for her liberality
and consecration to the Lord's work,
has the deepest sympatby of her
brethren and sisters everywhere in
the loss of her life-time companion.

All who knew Brother Love spoke
well of him. He had an unbounded
confidence in men, and some of his
associates took advantage of him at
this point. He was kind-hearted and
generous. All felt that when they
were within the length of Father
Love's cable toe they were near a true
friend.

Such a life is an inspiration to the
young. "We shall miss his form and
features, but the memory of this true
man of God shall live on, and the
wave of influence generated by him
shall lash upon the shores of eternity"
bearing many ransomed souls.

O. p. S.-
Give Earnest Heed.

The time for the March offering for
Foreign Missions is a~ hand. The
missionary force ie larger, and the re-
ceipts will need to be corresponding-
ly increased. We must do three
things this year:

1. Enlist 3,000 contributing church-
es.

2. Bring 1,000 churches up to their
full apportionment.

3. R~ach $100,000 in the receipts.
The Missionary Voice will be sent to

every church"requesting it. It should
be distributed in each church'prepar-
atory to the offering. See that one
copy reaches every family represent-
ed, in the churc):J.. And the Marcb
Offeriilg Envelope will be furnished
the churches. Place one in the hands
of all the members. Order Voices and
envelopes at once.
, The watchword for the year is: An

offering from every church; a gift
from every member.

A. McLEAN, Cor. Sec.
F. M. RAINS,Treas.

Box 507, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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childhood. Our "New Year's day,"
for the first time in eight years, he
sat at his father'stable. In'the mean-
time many changes have taken place.
Some', have made us sad, but after all
we have reason to rejoice and be glad,
for the Lord has been very good tous.

La Grippe is no stranger among the
inhabitants of our city. It will not
be long until every body wIll be trying
to convince every body else he had it
worse than any body.

On account of the all day rain our
audiences were small yesterday. But,
while our audiences are always small
when compared with some of our con:
gregations, I dare say, they are as
large at heart as can be found any
where. The Lord is sure to bless this
peopie's efforts, becausel their "labor
is in the Lord."

On l'hursday Dec. 24, '96, the mor-
tal remains of the wife of the late T.
W. Oaskey were brought to this city
from her home in Texas, and after a
short service conducted in the Ohris-
tian church by the writer, peacefully
and quietly laid to rest by the side of
him whom she had loved and honored
so long and who had preceded her
only a few months. Sister Oaskey
was eighty-two years old and had
been helpless for several years.

As I know of no one better prepar-
ed in every way to chroncile her life
and fall on the field of battle than Bro.
B. F. Manire, I would suggest that he
do so.

We trust the Lord may "establish
the work of our hands upon us" dur-
ing the year that His name may be
glorified and our "deeds be blessed."

WALTERA. NEAL.

THE GOSPEL MESSENGER.

Reports from, the Churches.
winter and "brake the bread of lif~"
for these good people.

Ocoee is a small village in the in-
terior' but it is healthful and has one
of the best congregations of christians
in the state. The disciples in Florida
are gaining numercially and financial-
ly. It is strictly a mission field. A
good sign is the brethren are encour-
aged and hopeful of better days in the
near future.

T. J. Lon~don of DeLand has been
engaged for two months (January and
February) beginning the first of the
new year to labor as state evangelist.

Prof. E. B. Wakefield is to fill the
pUlpit in DeLand during the winter.

W. E. Philipps is at the "helmn of
the ship"with Bro.Pendleton at Eustis.

J. J. Irvine is holding the fort at
Jacksonville with good success.

The reports indicate a good work
by W. E. Dougherty of Hampton in
his field.

Our beloved Brother B. F. Mallire
has returned to Hampton for the win-
ter which gives more strength to the
preaching force in the "Land of
flowers."

The Florida State Oonvention is to
be held at Ocala, Marion county, the
first week in March. A programme
will be gotten out soon and we hope
for the best meeting in the history of
Florida.

We would be pleased at that meet-
ing to have a representative of the
MESSENGER, and in behalf of the
brethren and sisters of Ocala I feel
fre'e to extend a cordial invitation and
welcome to all disciples who may visit
our state this winter. We want to
see a "grand raIl y." It is only about
two months off. All who can attend
should address H, O. Graves, Ocala,
Fla. A. B. HERRING.-

KENTUCKY.

VALLEYSTATION; I began my la-
bors with the church here in Novem-
ber, 1894 which continued until Janu-
ary first, 1897 at which time I resign-
ed. During the twenty-six months
which I served the congregation, its
active membership has almost been
doubled. Our last service was reward-
ed by three uniting with us from the
Baptists. May the work here still
continue to prosper is my prayer. I

W. H. ALFORD..-
MISSISSIffI.

JACKSON; The writer returned
Saturday morning from a week's visit
in Alabama 'mid' the scenes of his

ALABAMA.

-. I

.•....•....•........... ,

BIRMINGHAM;We had six addition 1'1

yesterday. We hope tor hundreds
this year. In the afternoon I preach-
ed to a crowded house in North Bir-
mingham. We have a beautiful little
church building in this part of the city
but no "local organization." Weare
engaged in protracted services in
North Birmingham this week. The
meeting will continue indefinitely.
Bro. O. P. Spiegel will be with me

'part, or all, of this week. I have
planned a vigorous gospel campaign
for Birmingham, this year. Early this.
year Bro. Spiegel will spend four po
six weeks with me. Early in the
autumn I shall have o~her help. This
year, we trust, will witness a great
ingathering in this city.

J. M. WATSON.
'_1

FLORIDA.

OCOEE; When the undersigned in
these columns six weeks or more ago
promised another missive he did not
think of oeing silent so long, but it is
now too late to apologize.

The Junior editor of the MESSENGRR
was with 1\sin Southern Georgia about
three weeks in November.

The meeting at Lake Park lasted
ten days withoub any visible results.
Four years ago Bro. Spiegel held a
ten days' meeting at this place which
resulted in twenty-nine acceflsions.
Some who are in a position to know
say this last meeting was a better one
than the first. The good done, in a
meeting is not to be judged by the
number of additions. Our experience
was not quite that' of a good brother
who made the)following report: "we
had a glorious meeting, there were no
accessions but we turned out six and
are now ready to move on and do
better work." There are times with
some congregations when they would
do well to cut loose from the dead
weight that retards their progress that
they might "move on."

From Lake Park Bro. S. went over
into Hamilton county, Florida, (ten
miles distance) and h :lId a three days'
meeting:~ At this place there was one
confession and baptism and good seed
sown the harvest of which others may
reap.

We next went to Quitman, Georgia
our last meeting but an account of
this has been given to the MESSENGER.
The first of December I bid adieu to
Southern Georgia and came to Ocoee,
Orange county, Florida to spend the

I

TEN~ESSBB.
NASHVILLE: Vine Street Ohristian

Ohurch: 'Good audiences yesterday at
both services. There were two ad-
ditions at the morning service.

R. LIN OAVE.

UNIONOITY; A very rainy day yes-
terday. Small audiences. One addi-
tion at night. Our people are hope-
ful for the new year. Our motto is
enlargement. W. IT./SHEFFER.

OLARKSVILLE:Fine meetings yes-
terday. One added at morning ser'
vice. Work opens up well for 1897.
You have improved the MESSENGER,
Success to you. A. M. GROWDEN.

NASHVILLE; Woodland Street Mis-
sian: Our work began with this church
Sunday with preaching at night. On
account of short notice, a small crowd
was present .. After this, services will
be held after Sunday school, which
meets at 3 :00. This is the prettiest
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and best mission church building in
the city. M. F. HARMON.'

KIMBERLINHEIGHTS: The students
ot "The School of the Evangelists"
listened to Brother John W. Moody
preach last Lord's day eve. Brother
Moody is a very promising young
man, and his many friends look for-
ward to his future as that of a suc-
cessful minister of the gospel. He
was formerly of Baldwyn, Miss., now
a student here. Your Brother in
Ohrist, M. G. A~HBY.

PETERSBURG:Our meeting here has
been in progress a week. Interest on
the increase, one hundred chairs from
the college and several from the "JC
of P." lodge have been added to our
capacity but still many have to stand
in the aisles and about the door. The
preachers from four other churches in
town dismissed their ser~ices, and
came with their audiences to our
meeting last night, a thing never
known in the history of this place be-
fore. Pray for us brethren that the
"Word of God may have free course
and be glorified."

JAS. L. HADDOCK.

NASHVILLE: Woodland Street Ohris-
tian Ohurch: The weather last Lord's

• day morning was almost ideal. A
splendid audience greeted the pastor.
At a meeting of the Official Board it
was decided to make an effort to put a '
MElSSEN'GERin every home of the
Woodland Street Ohttrch, and a com-
mittee to make the canvass was
named. From now on the Endeavor
Society will hold its meetings Lord's
day eveningat6 :3~instead ofWednes-
day evening. Six members were re-
ceived at the last ~eeting, five active
and one associ:lte. The society means
business. The Official Board have ar-
ranged to have Brother Harmon
preach at the Woodland Street Mis-
sion two Lord's days in each month.
The outlook for this mission is bright. I

May it soon be able to stand alone.
T. A. REYNOLDS.

OHATTANOOGA, Highland Park:
Since October 1st have preached reg-
ularly j visible ~esults are not in num-
bers, Bro. Myhr says the scriptural
growth is very noticeable. I preach-
ed eleven sermons at Rossville and
baptized two. Organized a Sunday-
school with sixty students. We had to
call it a Union Sunday·school but we
have the Supt. Herbert Taylor and
most of the teachers, are our kind of
people. We also organized a Wed-
nesday night prayer-meeting which iJ
well attended. Since I began a mis-
sion work there the Methodists have
appointed a minister for that place
but that only nerves us for more work.

Bro. Myhr has promised to help me
in a meeting there soon. The prospects
are first-class for Ohattanooga. We
had one addition last Lord's day. I was
down with La' Grippe last week but
am up now. Bro. B. G. Woodworth
(\f the Walnut St. Oong. committed
suicide this A. M. in his son's store,
was found dead with shot in bead by
Office boy. Oause, business failure.
How uncertain is ,this world! but 0,
how sure and stable is God. "Thou
wilt keep him in perfect peace whose
mind ,is stayed on thee and trusteth in
thee." Your Humble Brother,

W. M. TAYLOR.

•
An Unfinished Life.

Fanny Harris Mayes entered the
earthly life Jan. 13, 1877; the Ohris·
tian life March 17,1889, and the heav-
enly life Dec. 21, 1896.

At her favorite hour of sunset, on a
bitter wintry day, when but twelve
years old, she followed Ohrist into the
cold waters of the Yazoo River. When
asked if she was not afraid of being
swept away by the current, she an-
swered, "It would be a good way to
die." Every day had its appointed
reading in each Testament, and she
read the Bible through every yehr. Ev-
ery desire of her heart was made known
to God, and s1:e saw in every joy an
answer to prayer. She did not wish to
be alive when judgment comes; not
because she dreaded the awful day,
but because, since Jesus died, she
wished to experience death also. Ev-
ery hymn of heaven sang itself in her
heart.

She did not live to complete her
twentieth year, but young as she was,
she cared nothing for foolish amuse-
me~t, and refused to go where the ob-
ject of gathering was merely pleasure.
She never saw a playing card, never
entered a circus tent, could not have
been forced to look upon a dance.
Yet she was so full of life and merri·
ment that she won the pet name of
" Fun;" that she often complained
of her difficulty in suppressing mirth
on inappropriate occasion9j that she
was known everywhere by her clear
and ringing laugh. Thoroughly nat-
ural and childlike herself, she was
much amused at the impossible piety
and early deaths of the good little
children of Sunday school literature j
wal:lproud to be called for her cease-
less activity" the architect:" de-
lighted in saying, "I'm strong and
muscular and well-developed." She
joyfully refused the pleasure of the
world for Ohrist's sake, but the Lord
gave her much more than this.

With the form of a godde'ls, the
head of a' queen, the brow of a poet,
the face of an angel, this daughter of

song-born and reared in the country,
by poverty deprived of her birthright,
familiar with hoe, spade, hatchet and
saw; who never went four miles from
home, who slept but once beneath an-
other roof, who never took a lessoI1
in music, never studied the rules of
verse-sang with a melody that
thrilled every hearer, and wrote such
poetry as Nature taught her child.
She loved to wear wreaths 'of autumn
leaves, to walk under the br~eze re-
peating Bryant's Forest Hymn, to
watch the dawning and the dying of
day. Birds were her com panions,
fiowers her friends, the winds and
leaves her playmates. •

Her fatal illness was caused by ex-
posure in the service of others.
Sprung from a race of warriors a'nd
pioneers, this heroine of nineteen
y~ars endured hardship and disease as
la good soldier of Jesus Ohrist. None
of her illustrious kin ever bore suffer-
ing or faced death for his conntry's
sake with sublimer courage than she
for' Ohrist's sake.

On the Sunday evening before she
died, the Lord's supper was kept as
iIlsual in her room. Her glorious voice,
bad been weakened by three months
of pain, but she sang, "There is a
land ufpure delight," and" There is
a home eternal."

" Soon shall I join that anthem
Far beyond the sky;

Jesus became my ransom,
, Why should I fear to die?"

Twenty-four hours later she joined
the anthem. It was her beloved sun-
set hour when she passed through
glory's western gate and walked in
Paradise. * * *

Yazoo, Miss., Dec. 29, 1896.•

IN JESUS' ARMS.

Will he take us in his bosom?
Will he fold us in his arms?

Shall we weary lean upon him,
Sheltered from this earth of storms?

We at last will go to heaven,
There we'll really see his face;

Oh 1 I never can ima~ine
What we'll feel in that fair place.

Only this I think-the sinners,
With their crimson washed away.

Oould not rise from his dear bosom,
But from entrance there would stay.

How could I leave it for one moment,
After there I once recline?

Not for all the radiant beauty
That will there around me shine I

Not for all those dear, dear Ohristians,
Over whom I shed my tears,

Those for whom my heart was breaking
In the distance dim of years. '

No I when at last I reach my Savior,
And my arms around him are,

My heart to him alone will open,
I could-not think of others there.

FANNYHARRISMAYES.

[Thi~ "simple and heartfelt lay"
was written a few months before the
end.]



go much farther in pay-
ing rents, printers, buy-
ing paper, paying post-
,age,etc. &c. Are you a
friend? This means U.
We don't want to lose a
single subscriber, but a
name without the money
is like "faith without
works," dead, with a big
D. Send money in any
legitimate way, to

IVIessef)ger IUub. Go"~
Nashville., Tenn.

THE GOSPEL MESSENGER.

To Subscribers.
We rarel,y ever say

anything in these c~l-
umns about our subscri-
bers "paying up." We
want to say now in large
type, once for all, that we
not only want' those in
arrears to "settle up," but
we are going to adopt a

CASH IN ADVANCE

system. Those over one
,.

year in arrears, will be
dropped at once, unless
they pay up.. Pay up be-
fore you order the paper,

discontinued. We dont
propose to publish a pa-
per for people who wont
pay for it, for su.Chread-
ers do not appreciate it.,

Again: Let us suggest to
those who have the wel-
fare of the MESSENGER
at heart, that a paper
needs something more
substantial to operate on
than "good .will." We ap-
preciate good wishes, but
th'e mortal DOLLAR'will ..

.•....................................................................
NEW--1895.

~ Gospel Call
CHOICE SONGS

• FOR.

Church. Revival, Christian Endeavot"
and Sunday-School,

BY
J. V. Coombs and W. E, M. Hackleman.

PrIce, 25 cts. per copy-Postpaid .
• 2.60 per doz.; '20.00 per hundred-Nor Prepalll.

FImII PAPER. WELL BOUND. llANDSOME BOARD COVER.

Cont'alns 185songs. and Is, In sIze and general make.
up, equal to any 35C.book on the market, yet Jt Is sold 30%
Cheaper. It contaIns musIc for all occasIons, by over 80
ot the best writers of the day, such as Will L. Thompson,
Excell, J3llhorn, Sweeney, KIrkpatrIck, Showalter, Fill.
more, Reese, GabrIel, Hawes, L:>renz, Miller, Baltzell,
Ogden, Rosecrans, Gltre, Hudson, Pjllmer, Root, etc.
Also some hymns trom such wrIters as Gottschalk, Gou.
nod, Mozart, Haydn, Handel, Conkey, Hatton, Monk.
Mason, Bradbury, Nagell, Emerson, etc.

Used by 15 Evangelists and Singers.
CompareThis Book With Others.

REMEMBER TtfB PRICE.
IDD TOUR ORDER TO

Messenger Publishing Co.,
MASHVILLE, TFNN......................................................................

Book-bindery, job work, publishing
of any kind done by us on short' notice.
Send us on your orders.

MESSENGER PUB. CO.,
Nashville, Tenn.
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Prayermeeting topic for Jan. 17-
Revivals-at Home and in Mission

Fields. 2 Chron. 30: 13-27.

Taking the word in its negative
weaning, a revival implies nothing
forced or unnatural. The underlying
idea is life-life full, abundant, and
beautiful.-R. O. Ernest.

A revival is a work of God and so is
a crop of wheat; and God is as much
dependent on the ,use of means in the
one case as in the other.-Finney.

San Francisco, '97! Are you go-
ing? The history of past conventions
shows each one to ire better than the
last, for those in cha17ge of the pro-
gram have the best obtainable, and it
is a responsible honor for any man to
be given l\ place on the program no
matter how famous he may be. More-
over, the committees on reception
and entertainment profit by the ex-
perience of those whQ have already
served,' so it would be strange if each
year did not bring some improvements
on the last. San F,ancisco has want-
ed the convention for severl;tl years,
and would have had it but for the
railroads; now, that satisfactory rates
have been granted, the California En-
deavorers are getting ready to re-
ceive the great gathering, and En-
deavorers everywhere else ar-egetting
ready to go or to send delegates.
Those who have never attedded one
of these International conventions can
scarcely comprehend what they have
missed, while t,he societies that sent
even one delegate have seemed to
take a new lease on life from the re-
ports brought back. We wish it was
possible for every society in existence
to send at least one delegate this
year; and we believe that if you be-
gin to think about it now you may no
so. Think about it, exercise your
will; and then,if it is at all possible or
right for you to go, the way will ap-
pear.

r
The Young People's Weekly says" for

a man to exert his power in doing good
so far as he can, is a glorious task."
"So far as he can "-here is the
stumblin~block which trips up many
a worker, who is really anxious to do
something, provided it was something
of importance. He forgets that even
this great world is composed of tiny
atoms; forgets that the long" years
come just a minute at a time, each
minute to be lived through and its
duties accomplished before another

can take its place. A swarm of buz-
zing, biting mosquitoes is more irri-
tating to most nerves than the sting
of a bee or wasp j and yet life has a
great many more mosquito bites iIi
the world than there are mosquito
bites than bee stings. There are so"
many insignificant duties, compared
to the great battles that call for coU:r-
age and strength and skill; the trouble
is to remember, or to "realize, that
these can come only through the dai-
1y discipline of petty trials. These
mosquito bites teach endnrance for
the bee stings.

When George McDonald said that
" the lack of service is the mire of hu - .
manity," he must have spoken from
wide observation. At all events, it is
true, as any lookout committee will
tell you. They have discovered that
the best way to interest indifferent
ones, and to make timid ODesforg~t
themselves, is to give 'them some-
thing to do. It may be only to speak
to the stranger who takes a back
seat. It may be only to select a verse
for the new member who is afraid of
his own voice, and dounts. his own
ability to select a suitable verse.
There are just such timid ones, fellow'
Endeavorer, though you may not be f

able to understand it j and you are
fortunate if you did not have any such"
fear of yo rself to overcome.

We wish that every Y. P. S. C. E.
would form a Junior society among
t~e children of their own church if
there is not one already. This has
come to be an important part of
Christian endeavor-to help the Ju-
niors and increase their numbers;
surely it is work that ought to be done.
First, appoint a Junior committee,
and see that its members are wide-
awake; indifference can do nothing
here. Appoint a superintendent who
can arouse the children's interest.
Instruct your committee to help her,
especially at first, with the music and
in carrying out the program of the
meetings; the Juniors will soon need
but little help in the latter. But, re-
member that the superintendent is
human like the rest of you, and there
are apt to be times when she cannot
be present. Then the committee
must be ready to take her place.
which they can do much more accept-
ably if they have kept in touch with
the little ones and their work.

An .item from a recent Junior topic
is worthy of thought from the Seniors:

"If you are not brave in your-own
place in life, you would not be brave
in an) place." Another:" It some-
times takes more real courage to say
'nO' when tempted to do wrong than to
say 'yes' when called to do a heroic
act." It goes without saying that
the Juniors will be stronger men and
women for having learned such les-
s DS as children.

In the mission band of the Broad-
way Christian Church, Louisville, are
two boys who expect to become
preachers. One of the members oC'"
the Mission Band at Covington, Ky.,
"hopes some day to be a missionary."

\

The Juniors of the Harlem Avenue
'Christian Church, Baltimore, contrib-
ated during last year to the C. W. B.
M. $100, the banner society for '96 in
foreign missions. - The Gleaners Band,
of Cynthiana, Ky., stood a close sec-
ond with $102.

The Christian Standard speaks en-
'couragingly of the Cottage Praye'r
meetings held by the Y. P. S. C. E.
of the Christian Church of Cameron,
Mo. The society is divided into three
sections, each having a leader and sev·
eral singers. Tuesday evening is set
aside for this work, and each section
conducts two or three meetings.

The obituary notice in these col-
umns of Sister Fanny Mayes is the
sister of QUI' former office editor,
Brother Robert Mayes. Our prayers
and sympathies are extended to them
in their hours of grief.

CHRISTIAN DEPOSITORY.

Give your children pure literature
and you will reap pure thoughts. '

Give them "light" reading, and you
will reap light thoughts.

Pure Literature, Bibles, Testaments,
Song Books, Bible Dictionaries, all
books reviewed in this column, &c.,
&c., can be obtained by writing to the
address below. ".

The Christian Sunday' School Series
are the BEST. Write for samples-
free upon application.

WM. S. BROADHURST,
419 W. Main Street,

P. o. BOX 646. LOUISVILLE, KY.
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Elam to Minton.

THE GOSPEL MESSENGER.
w. AMM;}::~~.¥AN,D. O. MRS. L. O. AMMERMAN, D. 0

FRaBl{I1IN INFIRlWaRV OF OSTEOPllTaV,
FRANKLIN KENTUCKY.

The New Drugless Science of Healing Without
KNIFE OR MEDICINE I

We tlleat Ghtronie Diseases Onlyl Female Diseases a Speeialty.

THE i'cienee of osteopathy was originated and'developed by Dr.
A. T. Still, of Kirksville, Mo. This science depends upon the prin'-
ciples of Anatollly and Physiology for its results. It is a system of
treating disease I\'ithout drugs by the correct adjustment of the bone~
and their att:lch Illents, and through them other parts of the body
in order that all parts may perform their functions in 'harmony. '

The object of Osteopathic Treatment is to establish the freedonl
of action of all fluids, forces or substances pertaining to lIfe.

CONSULTATION FREE!

LARGEST JEWELRY HOUSE IN THE SOUTH.

B. tIl STIEP JEWELRY CO.
208 & 210 UNION STREET. NASHVILLE. TENN.

IieADQUAfHeRS FOR

:Qtl2n~01)Js, illI2dc~~s, Ri1)~ J~~~lp,y, ®f~pli1)~ ®l1"iZp a1)J 8m @lll1ss
illalOe,®¥,iZefll1cles. 810cbs, ~100I)3iZSQiI)J RQiI)c,y@~Js:

Send for our Latest Illustrated Catalogue. Mail orders promptly attended to.
Repairing a specialty. All work warranted.

cT. B. GARR, lVIanag61\.

BUY A DOCTOR.
COSTS ONLY $5. ,

The Hygienic Hot Air and Vapor (Folding) Bath is the
Best Physician on Earth.

You can have in your room an improved Russian and 'l'urkish,
Hot Air Vapor, Alcohol, Oxygen, Perfumed, Mineral, Sulphur or
Hot Spring's Bath,

Indorsed by Medical and Hygienic Journals, Sanitariums, Hos-
pitals, State Institutions, and eminent physicians in all pa,'ts of
the Unit,ed States, It cures Rheumatism, Syphilis, and Female
Troubles, Skin ,and Blood Diseases, Liver and Kidney Troubles,

Catar"II,1Jl'Opsy, Nervousness, Mll,laria, and Bilious Troubles. Unsuppassed for mak-
ing a beautiful complexion. It is an infallible remedy for Sleeplessness. WILL GIVE
A BETTERBATRTHAN ANYWATERONEARTH. Weight 5 pounds. AGEN

HYGIENIC BATH M'F'G. CO., Nashville. Tenn.

'Caskey's Last Book
NO'VVREADY.

An interesting book of about 300 pages, handsomely bound in:flex_
ible cloth cover prepaid, for ONE DOLLAR, or in paper binding pre_
paid for SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS. This contains, besides an inter
esting Auto-biography of Bro. Oaskey, some of his finest proriuctions·
never before published. Order now.

MESSENGER PUB. CO.
208 College $treet, NASHVILLE, TENN.

TeNNessee MISSIONS.

BOARDING in a First-class house is a
luxury, when the charge5' are reason-

able. When any of the friends of this pa-
per visit Nashvill~, they can find such a
Boarding house by calling on Mrs. 's. A.
McAllister, 204 s. Hi~h street.

SUNDAY-SCHOOL DAY: 'For Ten-
nessee missions first Lord's day in
April. '

MISSIONARY Dyy: For all christian
churches in Tennessee;' first Lord's
day in October.

I know nothing of the speech made in
the convention except what the GOSPEL
MESSENGER, as copied in the Gospel
.Advocate, said about it. I presume from
what it says that Brother Minton made
the speech. The MESSENGER says: "He
showed that they (the apostles and early
disciples) evidently did not have a special
plan for doing this work, but that they no
doubt experimented until they got the best
plan, and adopted this, adju~ting it to the
peculiar circumstances in each case. He
citied Paul's 'experiment' in 2 Corinthians
9: I3 as evidence for this."

I referred in my letter to Brother Srygley
only to "Paul's experiment in 2 Corinth·
ians 9: 13 as evidencs" for the statement
that the apostles "no doubt experimented
until they got the best plan and adopted
this," etc.

The apostles never experimented at all
about the work and worship of the church.
They spoke, wrote, and acted by inspira-
tion. They were forbidden to leave
Jerusalem or to begin preaching the gos-
pel until endued with power from on high.
The Spirit was to teach the~ all things,
and bring all things to their remembrance
whatsoever Christ had commanded them
(John I4: 26,) and to guide them into all
truth, to take of the things of. Christ and
to show it unto·them (John I6: 13, I4.)
Paul's letters to the various churches and
to individual Christians are in5pired. To
the Corinthians themselves he says: "If
any man think himself to be a prophet, or
spiritual, let him acknowledge that the
things that I write unto you are the com·
mandments of the Lord." (I Cor. I4: 37.)
Then his' 'order" to the ch urches of Galatia
and the Corinthians concerning the col-
lection for the saints upon the first day of
the week, in I Corinthians I6: I, 2, is in-
spired, and therefore the command of God;
hence, no experiment. Goo never works
by expel iment. This discredits inspira-
tion and depreciates the wisdom of God.

But if the apostles "experimented" unti I
they discovered that "the best plan" for
helping tHe poor saints "in the peculiar
circumstances" of the Corinthians and
Galatians was for everyone tolay by
him in store upon the first day of the week,
was not the meeting itself on that day an
experiment? If they "experimenteQ until
they got the best plan" for doing this, did
they not experiment as to the "best plan"
of worshiping, "and adopt this, adjusting
it to the peculiar circumstances in each
case?"' Did they not experiment as to
"the best plan" of setting the church in

. order with a plurality of elders', deacons,
and other members? Then are not the
apostles themselves an experiment, the
church an experiment, and the whole af-
fair an experiment? But we are told that
the apostles not only "experimented until
they got the best plan and adopted it, " but
that they adjusted "it to the peculiar cir-
cumstances in eifch case." This, being
interpreted, means that even the apostles'
"be~t plan" for helping the poor saints,
lItaving been discovered by experiment,
and not given by inspiration, may not be
adjustable to "the peculiar circumstances"
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of the present age, and therefore not of
binding authority; hence we may experi-
ment until we get the best plan.adjustable
to our times. May we not also experi-
ment as to the best form of church govern-
ment, "the best plan" for worship, ad-
justing it to the refined, resthetic, and fas-
tidioLls tastes of this enlightened and ad-
vanced age? Through this "experiment"
hole may come every departure from
apostolic faith and practice. This opens
the floodgate to all the foul waters of infi-
delity, and makes the heart sick.

But should it be granted that the
apostles did "experiment," I still deny that
II Corinthians 9: 13 is proof of the fact.
Simply because the word "experiment"
occurs here is no proof that the apostles
"experimented until they got the best
plan" for doing that which the Holy
Spirit guided them in doing. This use of
the passage is what I lament·

I never said "the Revised Version con-
tradicts the common version." It does not;
but Brother Minton's use of the passage
contradicts both versions. He says: "[
wonder why the brother did not tell. us
that the part which contradicts the speech
made in Nashville was supplied words,
and not in the Greek at all." I did not
say what "part" of the passage contradicts
his speech, for the reason that the passage
itself and the entire context contradict the
idea that Paul was experimenting or com-
mending an experiment of his own, when
he had already given order by inspiration
to the churches of Galatia and Corinth
how to do. Will the brother say that I
Corinthians 16: I, 2, ii an experiment?
The Revised Version of II Corinthians 9:
13 is: "Seeing that through the prllving
of you by this ministration they glorify
God for the obodience of your confession
unto. the gospel of Christ and for the lib-
erality of your contribution unto them and
unto all" "Of you" are the " supplied
words, I presume, to which Brother Min-
ton refers. But, while they are supplied,
they show how the translators of the Re-
vised Version understand the passage-
viz., that the Corinthians were proved
"by this ministratioll," and not by some
"plan" of the apostles. All the scholars,
then, of England and America who made
the Revision Version are against Brother
Minton's "experiment." Where the com-
mon version has "experiment" the Re-
vised Version has "proving." Now the
question is: What was put to the test-
an uninspired "plan" for raising money
for the saints, or the Corinthians them-
selves? Both versions clearly show that
the Corinthians themselves were tested by
"this ministration. " Coneybeare and
Howson say of this passage: "While
they praise God for the proof thus given
of the obedience wherewith you have con-
sented Ito the glad tidings of Christ, and
for the single-minded liberality which you
have shown both to them and to all. ,.
Adam Clarke says: "In this and in the
preceding and following verses the apostle
enumerates the good effects that would be
produced by their liberal almsgiving to
the poor saints at Jerusalem." The Re-
vised Version translates the word "do-
kime" proving, instead of "experiment,"
)n the commOl} version. This takes the

word "experiment" entirely out of the
New Testament. Brother Minton says
that the common version is right here.
Does he mean that the common version
correctly uses the word "experiment" in-
stead of "provihg," as in the Revised Ver-
sion? If he does not mean this, there is
no point in his declaration that the com-
mon version is right here. But in the
common version this work is n 1where else
translated "experiment," and not so in
this place in the Revised Version. Is the
Revised Version wrong in saying "prov-
ing" instead of "experiment?"

'Thayer says this word means: "I. In
an active sense, proving, trial; "and gives
II Corinthians 8: 2 as an example of trial
"through affliction." Here the Corinth-
ians through affliction were tried. "2.

Approvedness, tried character" (and he
cites Romans 5: 4; II Corinthians 2: 9;
Philippians 2: 22;) and "exhibited in the
contribution, II Corinthians 9: 13·" "3·
A proof (objectively,) a specimen of tried
worth, II Corinthians 13: 3·" These are
all the places where this word occurs in
the noun form. According, then, to Thay'
er, what "approvedness," whose "tried
character" was "exhibited in the contri-
butions?" For what did the poor saints
give thank!>? For the way Paul's experi-
ment" in raising money worked, or for
the liberality of the Corinthians? I doubt
if anyone except those who are "experi-
menting" with "a special plan" ever
thought of giving to this verse any other
than its plain, accepted meaning.

No, I do not especially desire to discuss.
I want, as I said, this society issue discuss; ,
ed by the wisest and best men on either
side ot' the question-such as Brethren
Lipscomb and McGarvey. Let the dis-
cussion involve the real issue, and let it
be in Nashviile or Louisville; or, if the
brethren prefer, let it be written and pub-
lished in at least two papers, one represent-
ing the position of the one man and one
representing the OTher. If it be an oral
discussion, let it be taken down and put
in permanent form. These men are more
competent to discuss it than Brother Min-
ton and myself. Their discussion would
be more thorough, and have far greater in-
fluence for good; but in the meantime,
while arranging for this, Brother Minton
and I can take a crack or two at it, as a
sort of advanced guards, while the main
army and heavy artillery are loading up
and moving up. But, instead of the first
proposition which he arranges for me to
affirm, let me affirm, that "the church of
the New Testament, as set in order by the
Holy Spirit through the apostles, is the
only organization necessary for the evan-
gelization of the world."

To this\hurch I bt;long, and in it Iwork,
and am ready to affirm its all-sufficiency
for the evangelization of the world.

Let him affirm that "the Tennessee
Missionary Society, as it now exists in the
State, with its officers and plan of opera-
tion, is Scriptural and therefore necessary
to the evangelization of the State."

He belongs to and works in an organiz-
ed missionary society, and it is proper and
logical for him to affirm that it is authoriz-
ed by the Bible.

Then let the discussion be in the Chris-
tian Standard, as well as in the Gospel
Advocate. Why not? Let the publishing
companies take care of themselves; I pre-
sume they are able to do so.

I am not set, either, for the d~fense of
the "Sunday school, as it now exists in a
majority of the churches of Christ in Ten-
nessee," What if Brother Minton should
succeed in proving that there is as much
authority·in the Bible for the "Tennessee
Missionary Society" as there is for the
Sunday school, "as it now exists in a
majority of churches," etc.? He would
then have to prove that the Sunday school,
"as it now exists," etc., is of Bible author-
ity; and this would require double work.
We will let him off if he will prove that
the soclety itself, "as it now exists," is
authorized by the Bible, and therefore
Scriptural.

"Now, brethren, if you want to discuss
the question, the way is open."

Will the Christian Standard please
copy? E. A. ELAM.

[The above is copied in this paper by
verbal request.-ED.]

NashuillB, Ghatianoorra i 81.
hOllis RaHwau.

The Glleat ThllOUgh Call ~oute
-VI.A.

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN.

The equipment and service of this line
is equal to any in the country, and carries
the traveler through the most picturesque
portion] of the South. More than fifty
famous battlefields and five National
cemeteries are :located on and near this
great railway system between Hickman,
Ky., Nashville, Tenn., and Atlanta, Ga.

The Dixie Flyer Through Sleeping Cars
are run between Nashville and Jackson-
vilie,Fla.,the yearround via Chattanooga,
Lookout Mountain, Atlanta, Macon, etc.
Through sleeping cars between St. Louis
and Atlanta, to be extended to run between
St. Louis and Jacksonville, Fla., during
the winter tourist season.

For information with reference to the
resources, climate, soil, water power, tim-
ber, 10~atiC'n for manufactories and for
colonies or homes for thrifty settlers, write
J .. B. Killebrew, lm'TJigration Agent,Nash-
ville, Tenn.

For i~formation !is to rates, through
car serVice, etc., WTlte R. C. Cowardin.
Western Pass. Agent, Railway Exchange
Building, St. Louis, MO.; J. H. Latimer,
Southeastern Pass. Agent, Atlanta, Ga.;
J. L. Edmondson, S"uthern Pass. Agent.
Chattanooga, Tenn.

W. L. DANLEY,
G. P. & T. A., Nashville, Tenn.

BALTIMORE & OHIO SOUTHWESTERN
RAILWAY in connection with ILLINOIS
CENTRAL ROUTE-An Ideal Se:r;vice-
New Orleans, Jackson, Memphis and
Paducah, via Louisville, conneL ting in
Union Station, Cincinnati, with B. &
O. S- W. Ry. trains for Columbus,
Pittsburg, Parkersburg, Washington,
D. C., Baltimore, Philadelphia and
New York.
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u' ) BUSINESS
I~~\\IA 601\606.
2d floor Cumberland Presbyterian Pub. House,

NASHVILLE, TENN. .
A practical school of established reputatIOn,

, ~~~dt~~r:C~11~~~bOW~it?~~i~~cBu~~.re~te~:
tion thia pa!"'rli.~~d~~NNINGS. PRlNCIP.lL.

THE GOSPEL MESSENGER.
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217::::221 1Rortb '!ollege $t.
1Rash\1flle, '{tenn .. ..",._(("

THE HOME OF THE EN1'ERPRISE STOVESANDRANGES. A most gor-
geous display of true ART in China, Cut Glass and Bric-a-Brac. Even the
Commonplace outfit for the Kitchen exhibited in most pleasing array. A
tour of Nashville is incomplete until tbi.s vast establishment is visited.

Stoves, Mantles, Grates, Tinware, Woode.Jware, Glassware.
A Hearty Welcome Awaits You.

~ Nashville Shorthand Institute §!fr
~ ~~ Tennessee Business College,

~"s~1'yfeI.iiZlI)~u11is~iI)S [l0use;, 'l@@ I). €bel'l''y ®heef,

••. ,ALEXANDER PALL, fresident.

SaO~TliAND, TYPEW~ITING, BOOI{I{EEPING,
. TEllEG~A.paY, PEN]YIRNSfiIP
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<romplete.'!ourae, 1bomeli~e <Bonveniencea.
$plenNb apartmenta alwa~a <rlean,

<Boob:fl3oarbat !lnoberate 1Ratea.
erfect Satisfaction Given or Money Refunded. ~

~ CALL OR WRITE FOR TERMS.

~/?5sz=._~"i='~"==' ""' __ Nashville, Tennessee.

Paints, Oil and Window Glass.
Doors, Blinds and Glazed Windows. Artists'

Materials and Mathematical Instruments,

iMben ~ra"eltn6

make lAo Mistake,
BUT SEE THAT YOUR TICKETS

"READS VIA

~LL

\tbrough Ufckets
-TO-

Solib ll'eatibuleb {traina,
faat {time,

[loae (tonnectiona,
{tbrougb Sleepera.

For full information, call on your near-
est Queen & Crescent Ticket Agent, or
address:

W. B. MCGROARTY,
T. P. A.,

JACKSON, MISS.
R. H. GARRATT,

A. G. P. A.,
NEW ORLEANS, LA.

\. HARDY,
G. P. A.,

NEW ORLEANS, LA.

WANTED-AN IDEA~~g~~~f!;;~
-thing to patent? Protect your ideas ; they may
bring you. wealth. Write JOHN WEDDER-
·BUttN & CO., Patent Attorneys, Washington
D. C•• for their $1,800 prize offer.

PATENTS
ISO YEARS'

EXPERIENCE.

TRADE MARKS,
DESICNS.

COPYRICHTS &0.
Anyone sending a sketch and description may

Quickly ascertain, free, whether an invention is
prob,~bly patentable. Commuulcations strictly
confldentbl. Oldest llIl'ency for securing patentll
tn America. We have a Wasbington office.

Pateuts taken throllj(h Munn & Co. receive
special notice In the

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,
beautlfnlly Illustrated, larl<est circulation of
any_scientific journal, weekly, terms $3.00t!.year;
11.50six mouths. ~peclmen copies and HAND
BOOK ON PATENTS sent free. Address .

MUNN &. CO.,
361 Brolld~IlV. New York.


