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o00Ssp~In~ss~ng-~r

Devoted to tne Cause of Christ in all the South and throughout the World.

Volume VIII.

)WOVfiments of the Wopld.

J. W. LIGON, TRENTON, KY.

Prof. Henry Drummond, who died
at Tunbridge Wells, England, March
11, was in some respects the greatest
man of his generation. His applica-
tion of sciel}tific principlesto the inter-
pretation of scriptural teaching has
opened up a new field of thought for
painstaking students.  While some of
his ideas cannot be accepted without
questionvwe feel sure that no one can
read "The Natural Law in the Spiritual
World," without being greatly bene-
fitted. He was never an ordained
minister, but did much evangelical
work. In 1887 he made a tour of the
world, spending some time in Amer-
ica. While in this country, he lect-
ured at Moody's Summer School, at
Northfield Mass., on the" Greatest
Thing in the World-Love." This
lecture is perhaps his most. popular
contribution to religious literature.
Prof. Drummond was born in Stir-
ling, Scotland, in 1851, and at the time
of his death was still a young man.
He had a beautiful. home in Glassgow
and was often thronged with visitors.
He was never married.

On March 22, Germany celebrated
the hundredth anniversary of the birth
of Emperor William 1. It would
seem that the German nation has for-
gotten the two men through whose
work Germany became a united na-
tion and William an Emperor. Bis-
mark planned the empire, and Van
Moltke carried out the plans on the
battlefield. United Germany is the
result of the work of these three men,

and all three should be equally
honored by the people.
That was a gl~wing tribute that

General Longstreet ~aid to the mem-
Ory of General Grant a tew days ago.
We believe that he spoke the senti-
ments of a majority of Southel.'ll peo-
ple. The ocpasion waS the ceremony
at the new tomb of Grant. Long-
street was a student with Grant at
West Point, served in the same regi-
ment with him before the war, and
introduced him to the woman whom
he afterwards married. When the

Nashville, Tennessee, May 14, 1897.

Civil War broke out,fate placed these

men on opposite side; but, like Ne-
poleon and Alexander, Czar of Russia,
they were personal friends, though
fighting against each other. Long-

street wrote a short article for the
Associated Press, in which he express-
ed sentiments that should have good
effect upon. the whole nation, coming
as they do from the greatest living
leader of those who wore the gray.
We clip a part of what the aged South-
ern General has to say of his great op-
ponent in battle, his frien,? in time of
peace:

"It was my good fortune to know, as
few others could, that Grant's heart
went out in sympathy for the brave
men and women of the South during
the distressing times of reconstruc-
tion,and to myold QOlllradeswho fol-
lowed the stars and bars of the South
to the gloom and glory of Appomat-
tox, | want to say General Grant s
heart went to us in all of our woes.
He appreciated the principle that all
governments derive their power
from the confidence and respect of
the people, and his great mind and
patriotic he~rt were bent toward the
re-establishing of cordial feelings be-
tWe63n the sections of the land. If ev-
ery old Confederate soldier, or widow
of a Confederate, to whom h-3gave a
helping hand, could leave a tear about
his tomb, it would be baptized in love's
best offering.  On this inspiring occa-
sion we love to tell you that for all the
granduer and majesty of Grant's cbar-
acter, for all the splendor -ofhis gen-
erosity to our brave men and broken
people, his name shall be embalmed
in the hearts of our children and of
our children's children with devotion
as warm as our Southern sun."”

On April 28, the French Foreign
Minister had a long interview with
the Turkish Ambassador in regard to
the war between Turkey and Greece.
The Ambassador was told to advise the
Sultan to make offers of peace, to
Greece, or the French govern-
ment would be compelled to interfere

as the defender of the Chris-tian
religion. Good for France! The
painful silence of the powers has at

at last been broken. France has al-
ways stood for the Christian religion,
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and against its enemies.
a nightmare of political excitement
and terror, her corrupted law makers
dethroned God and enthroned Reason,
but that system soon fell of its own
weight, and the religion of Christ was
re-established. The abolition of
Christianity was never willingly en-
dorsed by the French people as a
whole. It was in France that Islam-
ism, in its attempted march across Eu-
rope, was checked and turned back-
Charles Martel def~ated the invading
host of murderous Mohammedans at
the great battle of Tours, in the eighth
century.  That victory saved Western
Europe from the dark eloud that set-
tled over- the Eastern portion. The
face of Mohammedanism was there

Once during

turned toward the East. Spain has
long been free from this blighting
curse. The. victory of Charles Mar-

tel was the morning star of her liber-
ty. Much of Eastern Europe has been
redeemed from this scourge. For this
give John Sobieski the honor. Only
a small portion ofthe continent is now
under the dominion of the Sultan, and
that portion is rapidly growing small-
er. The end is certain, and cannot be
postponed much longer. This stand
that France has taken may be the be-
ginning of the end. It is fitting that
France, the countr~ that gave Islam
the blow that made it stagger back-
ward and go reeling and bleeding out
of Western Europe, should once more
rise as the champion of Christianity.

The hearty co-operation which the
European nations gave in making the
Columbian Exposition in 1893 a suc-

cess, makes it incumbent upon the
United States to be not less generous
in assisting
1900.

ago sent to Congress a report and a

the Paris Exposition in
President McKinley a few days

recomendation urging prompt action
in this matter. It is estimated three-
quarters of a million is the least sum
f?r which we can be at all adequately
in 1900, and an

of twice that

represented at Paris

appropriation amount

will be less than some of the great

nations propose to expend on that

event.-Christian -Evangelist.
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(tortesponbence .o e.

The Word.

"In the beginning 'was the W ord,and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. The same
was in the beginning with God. All things were
made by him, and without him was not anything
made that was made. In him was life, and the life
was the light of men."

In reading the first chapter of Genesis, we ilee
that the Word was in the beginning, and that it was
with God. And by the Word were all things made,
for God spoke the Word, and things came into ex-
istence. " The Word was God." As the Word
was in the beginning, and existed with God, it is
plain to my mind that God thinks in words, just as
man thinks in words. And in this resemblance of
mlln to God we see how minutely God's word was
carried out vhen he said: "Let us make man in
our image after our likeness." Man's thoughts con-

stitute the man himself-not  the physical ma'l, but
the true, the inner man. And as thoughts are only
an arrangement of words (for there cannot be

thought without words) man and his word are truly
one. And those men who have consigned their
thoughts to books, may truly be said to be present
with us in their word. In the same sense that man
and his word are one, God and the Word are one.
Hence, in quoting from the sacred scriptures, we
truly say, God says, or the Word says: as the one
stands for or represents the other. In the word was
life. "And God said let the earth bring forth the
living creature after his kind, and It wasso." The
word was said, and the earth with life was filled.
God is life, and from him springs all life. And as
the Word is God, it nece8sarily follows that life is
in the Word.

We read in John 6:63: "The words that I
speak to you are Spirit and life."  And again we
read, "The World was made flesh, and dwelt among
us."  Just as man's words are embodled in books,
God's word was clothed in flesh, or embodied in Je-
sus Christ, and was and is a living Word.

If the W(Il'dwas in the beginning with God,
how then God's Son? Just as man's thought or
Word is the offspring of his mind, God's thought
or Word is his ofspring. And as man is father of
his thought, God is father of his thought or Word,
which was co-existant with him in the beginning.
We cannot conceive of God as existing without
thought; and if not without thought, then not with-
out words, for thought without words cannot exist.

Since life is in the Word, and is the light of
men, we must search the Word in order to obtain
that light that in it is, and that if followed out will
lead us on to life. As omin by dil'loheying the Word
.reaped death, we by obJlng the Word may reap

eternal life. If in th~ light of the divine Word, WE
compare the steps in the dow,nward course of man
with the steps necessary to rest9re him to his lost
position, we will find that every step taken by man
in his downfall must be retraced by him, who would
to eternal life attain.  Man's first -downward step is
disbelief in the word of God. Belief, then, is the
first step to be taken in his return.  And in John 12:
3 we read, 'JAs many as received him, to them gave
he power to becogle Sons of God, even to them
that believed on his name.” Disobedience, the sec-
ond downward step, resulted from disbelief. Hence
man, to retrace this step. must repent and obey, as
we read in Acts when we believed what Peter was
saying. "They [I'laid, Men and brethren, what shall
we do? And Peter said unto them, Repent and be
baptized, everyone of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ, -for the remission of sins.”  When I[9an dis-
obeyed, his courage failed, and in fear he hid him-
self from the presence of the Lord.  So, man must
.have courage to do that which is commanded, even
though ridiculed and reviled. © So we read of those
whom Peter addressed: "Then they ‘that gladly re-
ceived his word was baptized.” Man 1l his down.
fall gained a knowledge of evil, and in that knowl,
edge continued to grow. Thp,refore man in his up-
ward course must in the knowledge of the truth

continue to grow, that he may be able to advance to
a better life. And a caution and an admonition to
such we read in 2 Peter 3: 17, 18: "Beware, lest
you aiso being led away with the error of the wick-
ed, fall from yonl' own steadfastness. But grow in
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. " Now anger. siezes man in his down-
ward course, but this he must now resist, and self-
control shoul~ all his passions rule. And Solomon
has.most truly said: "He that is slow to anger is
better than the mighty, and he that ruleth his spir-
it, than he that taketh a city." Now impatient the
wicked man with his brother doth become, when
naught his brother wrong has done. But God
would have us bear patiently one with another, as
is expressed in 1 Thes. 5:14: "Be patient towards
all men.”  Now man still downward goes, losing
his godlikeness in that he fails to forgive his broth-
er an imaginary wrong. But instead of this a god-
like, forgiving spirit should within him dwell, that
he from his heart say of those who wrong him,"Fa-

ther, forgive them, for they know not what they
do. But man so fallen .has become that brotherly

kindness to violent thought gives place. But this
should never be, for "He that loveth his brother
abideth in the ligh.t, and there is none occasion of
stumbling in him."  But still downward goes the
man, and love to fierce hatred turns, apd death to
brother from brother's hand doth come. The last
and strongest tie of all asunder now is torn, and
man an outcast and a murderer roams the land.
This ought not to be, for if man has all his down-
ward steps retraced, love within his heart will reign,
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and he will dwell in Christ,
him.

and 'Christ will dwell in

Thus youRee man in retracing his downward
course has to carry out the scriptural teaching:
"Add to your faith courage, to courage knowledge,
to knowledge self-control, to selfcontrol patience,
to patience godlikeness, to godlikeness brotherly
kindness, to brotherly kindness love, and if these
things be in you and abound they make you that you
shall be neither idle nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." Then all
this upward course persue, thus making your call-
ing and election sure,for God his part in the plan of
of salvation will perform, if we our duty do.

D. L. PHARES,Jr.

Drawing the Line.

My DEARG. G.: Yours in the GOSPELMES-
SENGER April the 30th came duly, and truly |
am more interested than | expected, 'this is saying
much, for | assure you | was looking for some for-
ward move"uent by these earnest souls. As they
adjourned for want of time, they'll no doubt deter-
mine several things at their next meeting. There-
fore, 1 am not alone in this feeling of deep interest
in the next meeting. | hope you'll continue these
reports till the Scotchmen complete their work of
dissection. It takes the world a long time to get
free from the opinions and speculationa of men, and
be governed alone by the truth from Heaven. More
and more it is downing upon me that we have much
to unlearn as well as much to learn in religious mat-
ters. May the good Lord help these earnebt Scotch-
men and all of us to see things as God would have
us see them. Yours  Truly, B. B. B.

My DEARB. B. B.:  That special meeting was
adjourned for one week and on assembling on that
evening, the interest was simply intense. But
every vestige of sectarianism seemed to be absent.
These were devout souls" they were moved with
earnest prayers and in love for the truth; they
eagerly looked and listened to all that was said with
hope for more "light" -the light from God. It is
a blessed feast to be with men of God who are fill-
ed )Viththe desire and detetglination to get.only the
truth and then to hold to th'at with the whole heart.
The communion amongst such splrits is so elevating,
because all were so filled with the spirit of Christ.
How my soul loathes thelile bitter carping spirits,
that are filled with such ugly and unseemly feelings.
I love those sweet spirited mortals that loving-
ly pray over and look into the Bible to know the
mind of God concerning us. Let us all pray to be
delivered from party feeling now and evermore.
These dear souls t.hus met and mingled and studied
together.  The last point before the meeting ad-
journed was when shall we respect the silence of
the Bibleand be silent and when shall we take this
silence as a duty to act and that in the most effiec-
tive way within our )-each. But before this is
specially taken up they endeavored to unanimously

agree about the former questions. Therefore.

speaker after speaker presented his idea of the sil-
ence of the Bible. Questions were freely and lov-
ingly discussed. The Deacon was urged to go on
as formerly using his song books, and note books
and also his tuning forlc Why? Because of the
fact that the Bible was silent on these points. Thi'i
was, by one speaker, objected to again and again.
Still he said he could not sing without a 'long book.
He finally made a suggestion that we all commit to
memory the songs and then sing them in the wor-
ship, leaving our hymn books at home. So it was
agreed to appoint this youn~ man to lead the sing-
ing next Sunday. But he objected because he said
he could not pitch the tunes without the tuning fork

And, as there was no scripture for the fork, he
would not use it, and hence would not agree to lead
the singing.

This young Scotchman is a fine noble fellow in
many things, if not in all things. He was asked if
he refused to sing, or lead the singing,a thing com-
manded of God, and because God had left him to
obey the command as best he could, he refused to
act in the best way now known to~. To this he
made no response, but looked puzzled and deeply
dejected. -W.ith this one silent, it was unanimous-
ly requested that the singing next Sunday he con
ducted as in former timps. Deacon M. C. Fisher
was upon his feet ilJa moment with many questions
to be noted before that meeting adjourned that
night. Man of these were looked into -carefully
and all of them as for as was deemed needful.
Therefore, the following points were concluded as
about settled amongst them.

1. That we did not need a command as to
song books and note books, &c. in singing. And
this was the reason the Bible was silent on this ques-
tion as to the books.

2. That we could sit, or stand, ~r kneel when
taking the Lord's Supper. Simply for the reason
that the Bible was silent as to the posture.

3. That as the Bible was silent, as to whether
the deacons should take the emblems to the mem-'
bel's, or whether they should go forward and take
the supper, they requested that the deacons should
wait upon the congregations as formerly. All
agr'ed this was good common sense. This would
save time and would be orderly and would leave all
to quietly ponder this wonderful thing they were
doing. .All were deeply impressed with the thought
that if God had desired us to have attended to the
supper in a certain way, he surely would have point-
ed out that way-but the Bible was silent on that
point and therefore we must determine as to the
how of partaking of the supper. These dear souls
were so happy in the advance and beauty of the
way God'was leading them. They all arose and
sang, "Praise God from whom all blessings flow.".
After they adjourned many lingered along time re-
joicing together because the.y had learned so many
lessons that wQuldbe of incalculable good to them
as a church.  The deacon was nearly beside himself,
his wife came over to see how things were shaping.
She too rejoiced much as sbe heard how they could
be true to the Bible and continue as they had for-
merly done in the worship, as to singing and the
supper. There were prayers, many prayers, offer-
ed up that night by these brethren because of the

beauty and simplicity of Bible worship. The sil-
ence of the book was no longer a cree,d. Praise
God. Yours, G. G.



4 THE GOSPEL
Alabama Field Notes.

O. P. SPIEGEL, BIRMINGHAM.

The past few daye have been spent among
several churches. | have been doing mostly pioneer
work this year and have not enjoyed many associa-
tions with our older and stronger churches. Con-
sequently we have not secured a long list of pledges
to state missions. But, brethren, you know this.
work is moving on successfully and your help is
needed. Whether, therefore, you have been asked
to give or not it should be a pleasure to you to have
a part and lot with us. Wh.en we are so weak and
so few to give we cannot support a man to go
among the churches and beg for this work. So
please do not wait for me to come on a canvassing
tour, for I may not be able to reach you at all, but
remember this work with your prayers and your
contributions. I am working seven days and
nights in the week and while it seems harder this
year than usual to make converts to Christianity, yet
we all realize that the church is taking on new life
throughout Alabama and the South.

If my note on "Hardshells" sounded a little
severe | wish you to realize that | had in my mind
the very class | wrote about. | have great respect
for one's honest convictions and preferences if the
spirit of Christ is manifested. | did not refer to
disciples who differ from us in methods of work,
but to so called disciples who have no methods of
work themselves, and who will not let others work
according to any methods. We have some of this
class here in Alabama, | am sorry to say. This
dead weight, the church must throw off.

Brethren, look out for them in your congrega-
tion and avoid them.

One night | spent in Montgomery where Prof.
Patton is teaching a class in music.

Lord's day | spent in Selma. Their preacher,
Brother Spicer, was at Athens, Ga. assisting Bro.
Chastain in a meeting. As soon as they are through
there, Chastain will assist Spicer in a meeting at
Selma. Bro. Spicer has hi., work well in hand. We
pray for a great meeting there.

Three nights were spent in Eutaw, one at Clin-
ton, one at Mt. Hebron, one night and Lord's day
at Union, with Bros. Brazelton and Piper. These
four churches are in Greene Co. These churches
and preachers are enl~sted in every good work.
Greene Co. disciples appreciate the work of Bros.
Brazelton and Piper, and well they may, for they
have two of the best and most consecrated Yyoung
men in the brotherhood. By their co-operation
they are doing a wonderful work. It was a bene-
diction to meet all these old friends again.

We can get a splendid new tent of 12 oz. duclr-
that will seat 1200 people, for $260.00. They
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offer us 50 per cent..off, and 5 per cent.
cash, making it cofitus $117.00 and the freight of
say $8.00, ,or $125.00 delivered in Alabama. We
need such a tent and mUl:lthave it. | have picked
out 125 disciples who I believe can and will give each
c~urse from $1.00 to $5.00 into the tent fund. Of
some may not give one dollar, some will give five.
If all will give something it will be light on us all.
I shall not collect a cent until all is pledged and the
tent. is a certainty.  Please write me a card and tell
me how much you will give when all has been pledg-
ed. "The King's business requires haste.”

South Kentucky Field Notes.

KY.

off for

J. W. GANT, ELKTON,

The fourth Lord's day in last month was spent
with D. L. Nelson at Almo, Calloway Co. Bro.
Nelson preaches monthly for this little congrega-

tion. Bro. Nelson preached a good practical ser-
mon Saturday night, and | pre~ched Lord's day
morning, and was rained out Sunday evening. The
congregation called BIO. N. for another year. Our

home was with Dr. Manning which ill a home for all
the preachers visiting Almo.

Bro. Nelson and | went to Murray Monday
morning.  On reaching Murray | foun.d myself too
sick to do any work, and at the request of Bro. C.
E. Moore, the pastor, | went,to his house and went
to bed where | remained two days. Bro. Moore
called in Dr. Hart, a prominent physician, and an .
elder of the congregation who gave me some medi-
cine which greatly relieved me. Am placed under
many obligations to Brother and Sister Moore for
their great kindnesi to me during my stay at their
house. Bro. and Sister M. arc deservedly very

popular with the Murray people.

Was pleased to meet a Brother and Sister
Woodruff, formerly of Christian county with whom
I spent a night.

The rest of my stay in Murray was at the home
of myold friend Bro. J. R. Hill than whom it
would be hard to find a bigger hearted man, and
one of more native ability anywhere. Was also,
pleased to meet Bro. T. M. Matthews who is an ex-
cellent evangelist, and strong debater.

While at Murray (on Wednesday night) 1 tried
to make a talk on our work, but was too poorly to
make any fair presentation of it. 131'0. Nelson and
I made a partial canvass of the congregation.  Bro.
Moore said he would finish up the canvass which |
believe he can do much more successfully than any
one else.

Bro. Hill and I spent last Lord's day at Cal-
vert City where with the aid .f the South Kentucky
Association he preaches one Lord's day in each
month.  Bro. H. stands very high in the estimation
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of the Calvert City people. Bro. H. was called
last Lord's day by the congregation for another
year. | made an appeal for means to support him
in his work there, which considering the hard times,
and the poverty of the congregation, met with a
liberal response.

The wisdom of our co-operative work with fair
minded people is no longer a debatable question in
South Kentucky.  Without organization we cannot
have co-operation, and without co-operation we can-
not succeed in doing half the work we can do with it.

Am succeeding well in getting subscribers for
the MESSENGER. If all our preachers would push
the claims of this paper, its circulation would be
greatly increased. Brethren, the paper helps us in
our work, and it is certainly our duty to push it to
the front. The more readers it has in South Ken-
tucky, the better for the South Kentucky work.

Left home this morning (May 8) and while
waWng at Gestline for a train to take me to Han-
son, | scribbled the above notes. Brethren, we are
entitled to three pages in the MESSENGERand if we
don't use it, it is our fault. It is very funny to
hear brethren say "there is not enough in the paper
from South Kentucky when these same brethren
never write a line for the paper.

Don't forget that our treasury is empty, and
that a number of poor preachers need what has been
promised them. Send money to J. H. Kerr, Hen-
derson, Ky ..

A8

Steps on High Places.  Concluded.

4L

Are you still walking in those low, marshy
pla'bes? This is very hard on your "needle toes;"
and you know it distresses you to see your "golden

slippers” soiled. So, get out of the ruts, we en-
treat yuu, and step on the high places-don't step
on the "blues." Quit promenading through the

marshes of life, lest you drift away in Bunyan's
"slough of despond."

Life istoo short to spend much time pining,
though this seems to be the chief delight of some.
My friend, thoroughly  diagnose your case of
"blues." I fear it has become chronic-Cyour
voice and complexion indicate it.) If so, much
patience will be required, and there may be many a
"break-dow" in body and mind before victory is
achieved, but the reward will be so satisfactory you
will forget the annoyance and unpleasantness of the
treatment, and feel paid a thousand fold by the ab-
sence of that unbearable burden from your lleart.
The treatment we recommended to you last week
will certainly cure you, if you will follow the direc-

tions for a certain kind of patent medicine: -" Ap-
ply externally, internally” anct eternally.” Work
is a noted medicine, "patent outside" -"patent  in-
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side" -patented  and guaranteed by the most reli-
able Firm in the universe. Try it thoroughly-
you will be surprised at the result. It brought our
grand-mothers to a good old age-it  will prolong
your days. Take the l!uedicine, then don't spend
this life "grumbling,” or we fear it will be hard for
you to keep from it in the next.

PO not keep your mind in a strain, asif all the
work in the universe rested on your shoulders.
(You and l.would scarcely be missed if we should
suddenly drop out of existence. Our places would
soon be filled.) Do not, like Elijah, conclude you
are the only faithful one-the only one to do the
required work. Do what you can-no  more is
required of you. Do not worry over what you can-
not do. That has a bad effect on the nerves. Do
not conclude you are the "onluckiest” man or wo-
man on earth-you have plenty company. Some
even envy you-don't retaliate!  Don't worry so
much about the weather. God will manage that.
How much do you change it by your frets?

Don't imagine you are dressed more shabbily
than others.  This is sure to cause you to be look-
ing at your own attire, which will attract attention
thereto.  Perhaps your neighbor would never have'
noticed that little hole in your shoe, or that your
sleeves were not of the "latest cut,” your shoes
not of the newest shaped toe, your neck-tie not th e
"latest thing out,” had you not taken so much
pains calling them to her notice. | fear she will at
last conclude you are very much out of style. Are
you acquainted with that young lady who will not
attend Sunday- school because she can~ot dress like
her neighbor? Have you met that young man who
staid away last Sunday because his neck-tie was out
of date? If not, come around and let us give you
an introduction.  They are both "pretty"-some
one has told them so. (I never observe the "cut"
of sleeves or the shape of tie worn by the young
gentlemen and young ladie~ in my class who always
know tlleirle'3sons well. Something better attracts
my attention.  But, if they should fail to prepare
the lesson, let them be very sure to show great
taste in dress, for this is the best they can doto en-
tertain us. Please let us hear flOm some other
teacher on the subject.) By the way, | forgot to
tell you one thing that kept the young gentleman
and young lady from Sunday-scLool: they were too
lazy to prepare the lesson, and a~hallledto go with-
out knowing it. This is the truth, for they told
me so; and if they are that lazy, they are too lazy
to tell a story about it. Now, don't tell them I
said it. They told me to keep it a secret, and | am
trying to do so.

Don't moan over and distress everyone  with
your personal misfortunes.  Sympathy cannot ful-
ly overcome them. Above all, don't talk so much
about how much you used to own; in what excellent
style and circumstances you were brought up; of
the "good blood" that courses through your veins;
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and of how well you were raised. Your neighbor
is likely to think you have "departed from your
raising!" Surely those "noble" parents did not
forget to tell you not to boast of your good rais-
ing, but to manifest it in your actions. People will
have more confidence in it thus. Have you degen-
erated?  With all your advantages, you should have
made a better show m life. What s fall! Some
with very limited advantages have climbed higher
on the ladder of usefulne'ss than yo.urself. | fear
your life companion will think you regret your
choice; but, if you have made a bad bargain, "stick
the doser to it."  Again, you are an "~xception to
the rule.”  Those raised in affluence are not often
the ones who do the loudest boasting. Did you
ever hear of the noisy wagon? Was it the one
most heavily loaded? True, Dante, says there is
"no greater grief than to remember days of joy
when misery is at hand."  Tennyson says, "Sor-
row's crown of sorrows is remembering happier
things." But, if you have been transferred from
the smile of fortune to the midnight of gloom, car-
ry the lamp of life in your hand; "pick your way;"
keep out of the valleys-walk on the ridges. Don't
live all the time in the past, letting your mind dwell
perpetually on the "bett~r days" you have seen;
but try to make the present bearable to yourself
and others, and prepare for a brighter future.
Some moan over one kind of imaginary ills,
some over annther. With some their neighbors
are too distant ortoo near. With others the church
is always wrong-the members are neglige~t-
"doing no good!"  How do you know, my brother,
my sister ? You have not been there for six weeks
All seem to be getting along very well ex-

to see.
cept you. Are you "boss" of the church? If so,
why are yon not there to manage it? The medi-

cine we have been trymg to advertise is one of the
very finest remedies for this trouble. Try it

We show but li~le Heavenly gratitude when
we spend so much time moping through life :.s if
the God of the universe had fallen dead from his
throne, leaving the world an orphan. It seems we
have for~otten all we ever received from the Giver
of good, and are provoked because he does not or-
der us a new supply without our even asking him.

Association of friends will often prove of much
avail; music drives away many a cloud that hides
the sunlight from the soul; while for the over-
worked body ar mind nothing is better than absolute
rest, which is cheerfully supplied by "Nature's
sweet restorer, balmy sleep.”  However, it is
scarcely necessary to call attention to this prescrip-
tion-most  of us have thoroughly tested its merits,
and will gladly give it our testimonals.

Work is a regular panacea-a kind ~f "king-
cure-all"* for all kinds of mental depression. Duty
renders life sublime. | am no special agent for
this treatment, though | always keep on hands an
abundant supply for family use, and can divide with

friends.  Experience has given us such great con-

fidence in its virtues, we are almost willing to guar-
antee it to our neighbors; though we, ourselves,
many times neglect it a little too long, and begin to
see the sad effects-see the "blues" stealthily peep-
mg at us through the gloom, Then, we take such
small doses and so "far between" we lose much of
its soothing effect.

One beauty of the remedy, and one charm that
greatly.increases  its popularity, is its cheapnes-s.
Will cost you nc>thing. You are not- required te
even send a postal or a two-cent stamp, then risk
the firm being reliable (and, as in many instances,
find it to be a fraud-a "swindling machine.")
This medicine is always in your house or grows
around your door. (Some of our yards are now
overloaded with it.) You can test it at pleasure.
Abundant samples-free. It is labelled thus: "Go
to work-stick  to it-change frequently."”

MoLLIE L. MEEKs.

Henderson, Tennessee.

. Children's Day at Halid.

The first Sunday in June is Childr'en's day for

Heathen Missions. Every Sunday school ‘'should
begin active preparation at once for the observance
of the day. "

We will furnish the following, free of charge,
to aid in the preparat.ion : '

1. Mis.ionary Pockets. This is an ingenious de-
vice for gathering the offerings. They should be
in the hands of the children at once.

2. Children's Day Exercise. Is the best we
have yet furnished. It is prepared by Prof. P. H.
Duncan, a practical Sunday school man, who is

deeply interested in world-wide missions. The songs
are appropriate and beautiful, and the whole exelL
cise is instructive and attractive. It embraces six-
teen pages. .One number for each family repre-
sented in the school will be sufficient.

3. Children's Day number of the Missionary
Voice. It is our purpose to make this the most use-
ful number yet 'issued in giving missionary informa-
tion and in awakening missionary interest.  Place a
copy of this, also, in each family represented in the
school.

Special Notice. The Missionary Pockets will
be mailed at once, the Children's day exercise April
1, and the missionary Voice May 1.

It is important that you order now.
us in the plans for printing, etc.

A. McLEAN,
F. M. raINs. -

It will aid

Box 750, Cincinnati" O.

There are people who would do great acts;
but, because they wait for great opportunities, life
passes, and the acts of love are not done at ‘all.-
Selected.
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life, he sends the spirit into our hearts
"crying, Abba Father."

7. Immediately after Christ was bap-
tized, he lifted his heart in prayer to
his father. We should enter the
Christian life with a humble, prayer-
ful spirit.

R. P. MEEK~.

Theory and Practice.

This is an age of liberal and inde-
pendent thought. Men are straining
to be original, and it sometimes looks
like the less thinking power a man has
the more original and independent he
tries to be. Investigation is the right
thing, and we say, Turn on the light;
but one should be sure that the bright
light which he thinks he is shedding
on the world is not darkness Llat only
serves to deepen the gloom. "if the
light that is in thee be ,arkneB8, how
great is the darkness!" More than
once | have heard or read from our
preachers expressions like this, "The-
religion of the Lord Jesus Christ is
not a theory; it is a life." As this is
-only half true | have never considered
it as a faithful saying and worthy of
all acceptation. | am constrained to
place that saying in the catalogue of
good words and fair speeches tnat be-
guile the hearts of. the simple,

If the wupright life is all there is
in Christianity, what do we more than
others? | have known persolls who
made 110 pretension to the Christian
life to live before the world in a way
that would reflect honor upon any
Christian  congregation. There are
many such people in the world. Still
they are not Christians. They do not
claim to be such; no church would
receive them into fellowship as such.
Why not receive them as they are if
a pious life is all there is in the Chris-
tian religion? There is the Universal-
ist denomination, many of whom live

in accord with the practical teachings
of Christianity; but through their lives
be unspotted from the world, are

they all that Jesus Christ requires
men and women to be in order to be
saved? It is clear that they are not.
They have fallen far short of theil
duty, so' far, indeed, that they think
they have no duty at all to perfOrm m
order to be saved. This error in the-
ory, great as it is, does not ,n any
violate their practice of the Christian
virtues. To speak plainly, there is no
good reason to be given for refusing to
admit Universalists,  Unitarians, and
Pedo-Baptists in general, into our con-
gregations just as they are, if religion
is not a theory but a life. They may
have the Godly life; we do not ques-
tion that; we refuse them admission
to membership on the ground that
they have missed the theory of the
Christian religion, blundered in their
duty and strayed from the path plain-
ly pointed out in the New Testament.
They have never obeyed from the
heart the form of doctrine as taught
by Christ and his apostles, and in the
light of the New Testament, they cl,tn-

not be accepted as disciples of Christ
until they comply with the require-
ments and obey the commands of the
gospel.

It seems to me that any system be
it social, scriptural or religious, ~ust
have both a theory and a practice. A
man may be a theoretical astronomer
and never look through a telescope.
He can read books written by men
who have scanned the heavens and
seal:ched into the deep things of God,
who have described the magnitude
and movements of the planets; who
have measured the stars with accu-
racy and given names to the various
constellations; but the man who ..as
looked through a large telescope for
one hour on a moonless star-lit. night,
knows more of the sublime science of
astronomy than he could ever learn
from books and books only. The read-
ing man, the man who has scanned the
firmalnent of heaven through other
men's eyes, has the right theory, but
the man who observes for himself is
practical. There must in all things
be 1t combination of theory and prac-
tice. We must first know what to do
-this  is theory-we must then apply
our knowledge and do what he have
learned to be our duty-that is prac-
tice. Can anything be plainer?

This principle is as true in religion
as in anything else. Many <ooks and
articles have been written, many ser-
mons preached, and many discussions
held about the right theory o,freligion.
All agree in the main as to tne prac-

tice. These two phases of the Cnris-
tian religion are brought close to-
gether in the great commission that

Jesus gave to his apostles Just before
he left them to return to his glory.
"Go ye therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them mto
the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit." Matt. xxviil.
19. That is certainly a succinct state-
ment of the theory of Chrisuanity, but
a man may learn that tnoroughly,
refuse to a.cceptthe gospel, and be con-
demned for his disobedience: In the
following verse we have the practice
of Christianity  enjoined, "Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever
| have commanded you." Living up to
the New Testament ‘teanJ.;-g is meant
by "observe all things."

Let us be careful in our treatment of
God's word. There is such a thing as
wresting the Scriptures to one's own
destruction. Have a care.

J. W. LIGON.
Ky., March 2, 1897.
—

OBITUARY.

Trenton,

On March 13, 1897, Brother H. R.
Raper departed this life, at the good
old age of 75 yearB. He was born Jan.
6, 1822, and was born again about 20
years ago, being baptized by Brother
M. Kendrick. He was a true and faith-
ful Christian, and trusted in the prom-
ises of God. As a father and husband
he was kind and affectionate. He was
loved by all who knew him and all are

.is one of our

satisfied that he is now enjoying the
blessings of HeaTen. He was married
to Miss Sarah Wingo Jan. 2, 1853; the
result of this union was eight children,
five boys and three girls, two of whom
are in the "Spirit Land,” the other
six and a devoted mother are left to
mOUIl'ntheir loss. Brother Raper was
sick only a few days and was given all
thp. medical aid possible. He died of
that dreaded disease "lagrippe,” on
March 15. His last remains were tak-
en to the Christian Church where his
last work was done, and which he
very much desired to see it completed,
but did not live to see it done. After
the services he was laid to rest in

Jacinto, Miss., Cemetery, to await the
resurrection morn.
W. H. SANDY.
= w—_ ——
MARRIED.

At the residence of the bride, Clin-
ton, Ala., Mrs. Effie Strickland and Mr.
W. H. Neal were united in marriage
by Howard J. Brazelton. Mrs.
Strickland is an estimable lady, and a
member of-the Christian Church. She
possesses many friends who unite in
wishing her Godspeed in her new re-
lation. Mr. Neal is a popular young
me>rchant in Eutaw and has won for
himself the high esteem of everybody
by his industry and uprightness. He
best workers in the
church at Eutaw.

West Tennessee Christian Convention
is to be held at Dyersburg,
May 24-27, 1897.

TUESDAY EVENING SESSION.

800. Devotions, Bro. Black.
8 30. Sermon, "The Guide and th'e
Goal,"” W. H. Sheffer.

WEDNESDAY MORNING SESSION.
1000. Devotions, J. L. Haddock.
1030. Short Talks, By everybody.
11 00. Sermon, C. C. Brown.

Appointments of Committees.
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON  SESSION.

200. Devotions, Bro. Zimmerman.

230. Confer'ence, "Church Auxili-

aries,” E. C. Wilson.

330. Address, R. P. Meeks.
WEDNESDAY EVENING SESSION.

8 00. Devotions, Gentry Reynolds.
8 30. Sermon, R. W. Dunlap.
THURSDAY MORNING SESSION.
930. Devotions, M. F. Harmon.
10 00. Addre~s, "The Lord's Plan,"

J. H. Roulhac.

Report of Committees.
THURSDAY AFTERNOON  SESSION.

2 00. Devotions, Bro. Williams.
2 30. Conference, "Missions and
the Church,” J. A. Minton.

2 30, Conference, "Our Plea,” Jos.
Severance.

THURSDAY EVENING SESSION.

800. Devotions, S. G. Parker.
830. Address, Al Myhr
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& M.
Rail Road

Great Through .Trunk Line
BETWEEN
Ginainnati, lteXington, ltouis1tille.E1tans
1tille, St, ltoUis,
And the cities of

nashville, [Wemphis, ffiont-

gometty, mobile and New Ott;
|eans.

WITIOUT  (9li~fH3€

AND SPEED UNRIVALED.

Pullman Palace Cars for Atlanta, Savan

nah,” Macon, Jacksonville and points in
Florida.
Connections are made at Guthrie and

Nashville for all points. North, East
South and west.  In Pullman Palace Cars
Emigrants, seeking homes on the line of
this road will receive special low rates.
See agents of this company for rates
routes, &c., or write to
C. P. ATMORE, G. P. & T. A
I ouiwille

50 YEARS'
EXPERIENCE.

TRADE MARKS.
DESICNS.
COPYRICHTS &e.

Anyone sending a.sketch and description —may
quickly ascertain, free, whether an_invention is
probably patentable. = Communications strictly
conftdentijl. Oldest asrency for securing patents
in_America. We have  a Washington office.

Patents taken ktJbroth Munn & Co.receive

specialnoticeiu tbe
AMERIOAN,

SCIENTIFIO
beautifully illustrated, llllI(est circulation of

t 1 Kly. t 3.00~.1e8r;
S G s e en Cobtedand H - Al<'D
Book ONPATENTSent free. Address

MUNN & CO,,
361 Brou"wny. New voi--,

RI'P'A'N'S
u:
W
- The modern stand-
w ard Family Medi-
t'“' cine: Cures the
g common every-day
o ills of humanity.
w
V4
(0]
Guarantee  Position. Accept notes Cortuition, orean de-

posit money in bank till pOSition issecured. Carfare paid.

DRAUGHON'S (4(L. T#:_A~~h~
PRACTICAL ~~

NASHVILLe. TeNN e and TeXARKANA. TeXAS.

Indorsed by Bankers, Merchants_ Bod others. Bookkeep-
Ing, Penmanship, Shorthand, ~ Typewriting, Telegraphy,

etc. Four weeks i BookkeeplD@:with us e~al8 12 else-
where. Novacation. Enter any time. Board ~10. Toorder
our books forborne study isnext best thing to entering out
Bchools. Write us at Na8hville. (Menhon this paper.)

Collegiate Institute,

Favetteville Tel)l).

This Institute believes in that kind of gentlemanly conduct that commends it-
self to people endowed with common sense. It takes no part in dude society, and
holds that boys and girls suffer injustice when the opportunity of labor has not been
offered them. It will not be a party to the intellectual development of the very smart
untruly, know-it-all-good-for  nothing young man who disregards a mother's love and
depends on the "old man" for support in his reckleness.  The Institute prepares the
worthy, however humble, for real life.

Expenses are inthe reach of nearly all the people, '$125 will pay board, furnish-
ed room, fuel and lights, and literary tuition for an entire school year. The next ses-
sion will open Monday Aug. 23, 1&)7; 1.nd close May 2, 1897.

- Address, JAMES A. TATE.

LARGEST JEWELRY HOUSE IN THE SOUTH.

B. tll STIEF JEWELRY CO.

-208'&'210 UNION STREET. NASHVILLE.

fIEADQU A~TERS FO~
Qif4D)01)JS, W fafch~s, Ril)~ J~Y<?~11"yf~|'|i|)s ~il"el' Qil)J 8m @If4SS
i;f1Qil'e, ~recff4cles. 810c~s, }1>1'01)3eQil)JRQIil)c'y@00JS.

Send for our Latest Illustrated Catalogue. Mail orders, promptly attended to.
Repairing  arspecialty. All work warranted.

cl. 5. GAF(F(, ]Vlalager.

BUY A DOCTOR.

COSTS ONLY $5.

The Hygienic Hot Air and Vapor (Folding) Bath
Best Physician on Earth.

You can have in your room an improved Russian and Turkish,

TENN.

is the

Hot Air Vapor, Alcohol, Oxygen, Perfumed, Mineral, Sulphur or
Hot Springs Bath. o o
Indorsed by Medical and Hygienic Journals, Sanitariums, Hos-
pitals, State Institutions, and eminent physicians in all parts of
the United States. It cures Rheumatism, Syphilis, and Female
Troubles, Skin and Blood Diseases, Liver and Kidney Troubles,
Catarrh, Dropsy, Nervousness, Malaria, and Bilious Troubles. Unsuppassed for mak-
ing a beautiful complexion. It is an infallible remedy for Sleeplessness. WILL GIVE
YOUA BETTERBATHTHANANYWATERONEARTH. Weight 5pounds. AGENTSNANTED.
Ul H
HYGIENIC BATH M'FG. CO., Nashville.  Tenn.
Caskey's  Last Book
n
NO"WT READY.

An interesting book of about 300 pages, handsomely bound in flex-
ible cloth cover prepaid, for ONE DOLLAR, or in paper binding pre-
paed for SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS. This  contains, besides an inter
esting  Auto-oiography of Bro. Caskey, some of his finest proouctions
nver before published. Order  now.

MESSENGER PUB. CO.
208 College  ~treet, NASHVILLE, TENN.

(50S

$2.60 a dozen.

Call,

OARDING in a First-class
luxury,

house is a
when the charges are reason-

When any of the friends of this pa

SUNDAY-SCHOOL DAY: For Ten-

nessee missions first Lord's day in able.

April. o per visit Nashville, they can find such a
MISSIONARY DvY: For all christian Boardi h b i M < A
churches in Tennessee, flrRt Lord's oarding house Dy calling on Mrs "

day in October. McAllister, 204 s. High street.
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ID. P. S. -t IE. |Department.

fEACE-

May17. TheGamingPeace. Isa. ii:
1-10

May18. The Princeof Peace. Isa. 9:
1-7-

Mayi9. Peace;a Sword. Matt. 10
34-39-

May20. NoPeacePossible.2 Kings9:
14-24.

May21, AJudiciousPeace. Luke 14:
25-33-

May22. AFalse Peace. Jer. 8:4-11.

May 23. TOPIC. PEACE-WHEN

TO SEEK IT, AND HOW. Gen. 13:
5-~8.

Peace: tranquillity, repose, freedom
from disturbance. Who would not
like to possess these? Yet there are
timeswhen peace is not the best for
us. Character is developed by trials,
bravely endured; temptations resist-
ed, difficultiesovercome. These bring
strength that can be gained in no oth-
er way. No doubt Greece would pre-
fer honorable peace to the fierce war
now raging in her borders j but, since
that is not to be had, she fights.
There are people who will overlook
wrong-doing~rather than arouse en-
mity by opposing it. Such peacc for
the present speaks poorly for the peace
to come. The Christian who has no
enemies at all is generally he who is
afraid to show his colors. Jesus spoke
much of peace, yet, almost inthe same
breath warned the apostles of the tri-
alsin store for them. Truly this peaee
isso much above what the world gives
that it passes the undersbanding of
those who have it not. Peace, as the
world goes, means little more than
stagnation: peace, such as Christ
gives, may be had in the midst of dif-
ficulties.

We are to live peaceably with all
men, " if it is possible;" but the man
whobuys peace with other men, at
the price of peace with God, makes a
terrible mistake. On the other hand,
much of the jealousy and disputing
that exists might be done away with
entirely-most quarrels ariee over
matters of opinion. Wounded vanity
isresponsible for many a heart-ache j
sometimes for broken friendship.

Christianpeople are gradually com-
ing closer together, as they get closer
to Christ. The time is coming when
his prayer 'that they may be one will
be answered. In the meantime let us
remember that unity does not mean
uniformity. We worship the same
Father, we love t~e same Christ, but

we cannot all work in just the same
way. Don't worry because everyone
does not follow your plans: do your
best: be sure that God will take:care
of the results: and "Let not your
heart be troubled.”

Tennessee's 8th Christian Endeavor
convention was a success. There was
the inspiration that comes from num-
bers, the spirit of earnest service,
and the hearty fellowship which makes
an Endeavor convention both profita-
ble and pleasant. It is a thing of the
past now; but, fOIl!those who took
part in it, and made it what it was, it
must live in memory. What it really
accomplished remains to be seen. It
will prove a success or a failure for
each society, just as that society's
delegates make use of what they
learned.

Greetings were received from a
number of State Unions: among them
the Carolinas, Kentucky, Texas, Al-
abama, and best of all a message
from Pres. Clark, who is still across
the sea. These were read before the
convention at the close of the Mis-
sionary Rally, and made all feel that
no matter where we are, we are all
working with the same end in view:
" Th<yvorld for Christ!"

From a stirring address by Treas-
urer Shaw, on the" Kind of Chris-
tians the Times Demand,” we give
these thoughts: Howdo | stand in
the sight of God? Am | doing all |
can and the best | can for him? The
weakness of the church to-day is not
the power of the enemy, but tlie un-
faithfulness of Christians.

Wanted-Christians  who will be
sweet all the time. Religionis not so
much what we beiieve in the head, as
what we practice. We need more of
the sweetnet>sof Christ's teaching in
daily life. The time will come when
we would give all we possess to unsay
the unkind words we have spoken, or
to say the kind ones we omitted.
Give out all the love in your hearts,
and let your lives speak for Chrifit.

Wanted.-old  Christians who will
encourage young Christians more, and
criticise less. The world is trying
hard to get hold of our young people,
and they ought to be encouraged in
every bit of good they attempt. They
do not know everything. They are
w]ll'rng t!Jd'”earn, an  wi make mls-
takes if not directed: but they must

.be always ready to
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work, and if not led they will lead.

Wanted.-Christians who are not
trying to see how little they can do to
be saved, but how much they can do
to save others.

Wanted.-Christian men who will
put into religion the same executive
ability they wuse in their busines3.
The world needs Obhristian business
men as much as preachers.

Wanted: social Christians: Greet
strangers in the church as you would
in your own home: make them feel
that they are welcome: don't chill
them with indifference. Have cheer-
ful, social prayer meetings.

Wanted.-Christians  who believe
that Godis entitled to more than one-
thirty-second of one per cent of their
money. That is the avera~e offering
among Christians. It is mockery to
pray" Thy Kingdom come,” when
we do not give to help those who
have not the Brflad of life.

Wanted.-men who will give their
wives an allowance: if women held
the purse strings, missions would not
suffer.

Wanted.-Christians who will take
their pocket books to church, and so
respond when
money is needed.

Wanted: Christians who will stand
for Christ at ihe ballot box. Chris-
tian men ought to stay in politics till
the primary is as pure as the church.
Whatever a man's party, he has no
right to vote its ticket unless it is
clean. Politics will never be clean
till Christians make them so.

Wanted.-Christians who will con-

sider how they can serve God, eyen
in such details as food, drink, and
exercise.

Christian Endeavor is only eight
years old in Tennessee. We have a
well organized Union, a state paper,
and have won the Intermediate Con-
vention for 1898. We have accom-
plished muchj consequently much will
be expected of us. The experience
of the past should make us able to do
more in the future.

CHRISTIAN DEPOSITORY.

Give your children pure literature,
and you will reap pure thoughts.

Give them "light" reading, and you
will reap light thoughts.

Pure Literature, Bibles, Testaments,
Song Books, Bible Dictionaries, all
books reviewed in this column, &c.,
&c., can be obtained by writing to the
address below.

liiThe Christian Sunday' School Series
.are the sest. Write for samples-
Lee upon application. ,

WYL S5 BROAIPRERST.

P. 0. BOX 646. LOUISVILLE, Jra



[4

Christianity ~ Contrasted, or
Applied Christianity.
Luke wviii. 21.

"My brethren are these which hear
the word of God and do it."

We have two kinds of Christians, as
a rule, all over our fair land. One
kind are Christians by pracLce, as well
as by profession. The other are Chris-
tians by profession, and not by prac-
tice. Both yield fruit, and great in
quantity. The fruit of the former is
always, as a rule, good; that of the
latter, the Christian by profession, is
also large in the aggregate, but it is
not good. Both kinds of Christians are
known by their fruits, alway!! have
been, and will so continue to be
known.

The Christian, by practice, is a per-
son to be desired ,n all communities.
His household is well ordered, his
children are desiral.J1le associates, -be-
cause their language is grammatically
correct, their thoughts are shown to
be of the best, because their actions are
such as command approval.

Every true follower of Christ hoo-
ors God at his table, in that Paul's in-
junction in 1 Cor. xiv. 40: "Let all

things be done decently and in order,”
is scrupulously obeyed. Every Chris-

tian composing the household, is
taught to know his, or her, time will
come to offer thanks, at the table, to
Gad 111 e name of Chyst, 10 @n au_
dible voice. They all understand  the
meaning of Paul's language in Col. iii.
17: "Whatsoever ye do in word, or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the r ath-
er by him."”

Family prayer is also inaugurated on
the same generous basis. A little
thought will convince anyone  that
family prayer means much more than
a daily habit in which the husband
reads a portion of Scripture, and of-

fers prayer. Such a life of acticn,
however well intended, approaches
very nearly to sinfulness, in this, the

husband as head of the family, is to
be a te~cher, and an e~ample in bis
own home. Read Provo xxii. 6: "Train
up a child in the way he should go,
and when he gets old, he will not de-
part from it" If the husband does
all the offering of thanks at his table,
or does all the praying in the presence
of his family, is that training the wife
and children up as is his duty to do?
Clearly not; he is violating the teach-
ing of the Holy Spirit as read, Eph.
vi. 4: "Bring up your chlldren in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord."
In not training every Christian in the
household to offer prayer in ilie pres-

ence of the family, he s violating
God's word as taught in Provo 1ii. 27:
"Withhold not good from them to

whom it is due, when in the power of
thine hand to do it."

Here let me admonish you, knLlI
reader, family prayer should always be
very brief. Whatever is read in the
Scripture, before prayer, should have.

been previously selected and-Mould
have the merit of brevity, and should
be calculated to attract the attention
of the' children. Everything to be
brief.

Can a Christian let his light shine
abroad when he does not let it shin
at home? Of course not. If all tl .
members at home can pray in family
prayer, will they, thereby be abler to
take part in a public prayer meeting
than the members of households who
do not pray at home? Yes; of course.
Family prayer is to the public prayer
meeting almost as essential as spell-
ing is to reading.

Now let us look at the man who
is a Christian by profession, and not
by practice. His name is on the church
book. He attends church with fair
regularity, except when he has com-
pany come to visit him, or something
that is of more importance, as he
thinks.

He remembe'rs that as a believer
repentant he was baptized; and that
Christ said, Mark xvi. 16: "He that be-
ileveth and is baptized shall be saved;"
therefore he is accepted of God and
cannot be lost.

I find just such people every little

~~t~~ii~i ~i~

;i~~:~na:~hi~ti:nh:::

past sins are blotted out by the blood
of Cbrist, and not our future sins (as
well as past sins); as it is to convince
a missionary Baptist that Christ did
not promise everlasting iife, under
John iii. 36, unqualifying to everyone
who believes on Christ.

The Christian by profession only,
pays a little now and then to his
preacher, rarely attends prayer meet-
ing, seldom goes or sends co Sunday
school, takes little if any interest in
home or foreign missions. He is very
careful not to influence his children
concerning religious or social duties,
saying Paul said in Rom. xiv. 5, "Let
every man be fully pursuaded in iois

own mind." Therefore, | will not
persuade my children, for in youth is
the time to sow wild oats." In his

household. he is a source of darkness
and not of light. If he ever prays no
one knows it, unless he is away from
home and some one calls on him.
Thanks are never offered at his ta-
ble, unless some church member from
abroad is present. Family prayer is
unheard of in his home. His children
play cards, gamble in a small way, go
to balls far and nelldJr. The boys are
known as fast young men, sowing
their wild oats. The children are un-
cultured, therefore have not access to
the best society, or rather their man-
ner of life has kept them away from
everything desirable, as it has kept

them away from Sunday schools 11Ind

the influence which would otnerwise,
have molded them into Christians.
Marrying, his children marry their as-
sociates also engaged in sowing wild
oats. They are beginning to reap as
they have sown. Col. vi. 7: "Whatso-
ever a man soweth that shall he reap."”
Laws of ilie State have been Violated,
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his children are some of them brought
into the courts of the country to an-
swer charges. The father, .n his affl-
iction, turns to his Bible, and opens at
Eccl. xii. 1: "Remember now thy Cre-
ator in the days of thy youth." He
says to himself, "How is this, sLlould
my children have served God in their
youth? If so, why did not God have
them taught in time?" He turns and
reads Christ's command in Matt, v. 16:
"Let your light so shine that others
seeing your good works, may glorify
your Father which is in heaven." Again
he reads in Deut. vi. 7, concerning,the

duty of parents to teach llle law of
God to their children, and without
which no parent can expect nis clul-
dren to obey God in their youth. Again
he reads Eccl. xii. 13: "Fear God and
keep his commandments for this is the
whole duty of man." Will men be lost
who do their whole duty?

No! No!!

The hitherto Christian, by profess-
ing, turns his heart Godward, and now
that he and his children are reaping as
they have sown, he sees his error, and
resolves now, without delay, to be an
example of righteousness at home.
Never too late to repent and turn to
God. Reader, to which class of Chris-
tians do you belong? Be a doer.

KILBY FERUU;30N.

Lyons, Miss.
A Liberal Offer.
For the present we are going to

make the following liberal offer:
To the first one sending us in 30

(part
with $30 cash, we will

subscribers nay be renewals),
give absolute-
in the Ten-

this
This will entitle you to a free course
or Shorthand

Those who want to

ly free a $30 scholarship

nessee Business College, city.

in Book keeping and
Type writing.
enter this race for this scholarship will
please drop us a card, and we will ar-
range to pay you for all the subscribers
you get, if you fail to get enough to
This
for some young

entitle you to the scholarship.
I'sa fine opportunity
man or young woman with pluck to
get a good business education.

WANTED-AN IDEA:~g~~~r::!

thing to patent? Protect yourldeas the 8/ m'e_%/

brm? you wealth. Write JOH

BUIIN & CO., Patent Attorneys, Washmgton
D. Ce=for their $1.80(prize ofter.

e ~BUSINESS
'~MA ~ (0ll6Us

2d ftoor Cumberland Presbyterian Pub. House,
NASHVILLE. TENN.
A practical school of eata.bliahed reputatIOn
No catchpenn% method8. BUIin~88men re~ome.
qn’qu tbll COlloge. Write for CliOulan.  on-

tilla plir*r:.  t"dd";~.1111G81JInlca~



The Rule of Wicked Men.

In reading the Old Testament oue is
led to wonder why it was that ver~'
wicked kings were premitted by God
to rule over their people so long as
many of them did. Some of the kings
of Judah and lIsrael, who were exceed-
ingly wicked, remained in power a long
time. The notorious Ahab reigned over
Israel twenty-two years. He was very
wicked and did a vast deal of harm.
And Baasha, king of Judah, reigned
twenty-four years. His rule was char-
acterized by great wickedness. And
yet God exalted him to the throne.
'nus God said to him, "l exalted thee
out of the dust and made thee prince

over my people Israel." But God
was not at all responsible for this
man's wicked rule. He pronounced

ju(lgment against him, in these words:
"l will utterly sweep away Baasha
and his house." Now, why were these
and other wicked kings. allowed to
bear rule so long as they did? | find
it difficult to answer the question sat-
isfactorily. It may be that it was be-
cause the lIsraelites, on account of their
proneness to idolatry and other sins,
needed great chastisement. It could
not have been because God could not
have raised up good men for the king-
ship, for he did give the people some
excellent kings, such as Josiah and
Asa. Perhaps it was because the peo-
ple did not appreciate and treat well
the good kings which they had.

I have known some churches that
misused a good and efficient pastor,
despising him and using evil means to
get rid of him; then the next one was
so bad as to be an affliction to them.

It was plainly the judgment of God
upon them for their bad treatment of
the former good pastor. Perhaps it

was similarly so with the Israelites.
In these days we lament a good deal
over the rule of bad politicians. We
often Say that political corruption is
terrible, but is it nearly as bad and
insufferable as it was-when those wick-
ed kings ruled many years over Israel
and Judah? Who of us would endure

such rulership?
C. H. WETHERBE.

The Newspaper as an
Educator.

The impartial mixture of the good
and the Jad in the newspaper, though
in many respects unfortunate, is not
altogether to be regretted. As the pes-
simist says. "In a world where every-
thing is bad it is well to know the
worst." If the tiger and the Nero are
in us still, if criminals commit crime
and take their punishment all around
us, if we are a long-befuddled people,
and really are capable of believing that
a general remedy can cure an unde-
flnpd ailment, why, it is not altogether
un.leslrable that we should know just
bow much brutality and cruelty and
crt'dulity we have to contend with.

.stanflards

THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 15

The Wetter sort of people do not read
the details of crime, and certainly the
wiser sort do not take the doses offered
for their dollars. Still, familiarity with

crime stimulates  criminal  tendencies
in the young, and descriptions of dis-
ea,st>d symptoms tend to induce first

tiw belief in and then the actuality of
the disease delineated, according to the
well imown psychological law that ev-
ery idea entertained in the mind tends
to express itself in latent or Vvisible
motor effects and physiological condi-
tions. In selecting a secular paper, the
degree to which criminal and brutal

mattet'S are  excluded or thrown
into the background or condemned
should be one of the iirst
consider:;ttions. And in like man-
ner the scarcity of advertisements

of quack medicines is a pretty sure test
of the vitaiity of the piety of a re-
ligious paper. Some years ago, when
denominational rivalry ran higher anll
moral perception ran lower in the re-
ligious press than at present, the Chris-
tian Register remarked that while its
exchanges were all at variance as to
the cures for the ills of the soul, they
manifested a remarkable  unanimity
concerning the cures for the ilis of the
body. The chief offenders at the pres-
ent tillle are the country papers, which
heip unscrupulous quacks to draw
many a hard-earned dollar from farm-
ers and workingmen in return for their
worse than worthless nostrums.

The opportunity of the newspaper as
an educator is unique; its responsibil-
ity is great. It comes with the author-
ity of the teacher, the persuasiveneds
of the pr'eacher, the intimacy of a

friend, into the homes and hearts of its
readers. The religious paper has an
especial function in the spiritual edu-

cation of its readers. Its province is
the interpretation  of secular facts in
the light of spiritual principles, the
uniting in bonds of sympathy and mu-
tual service hearts and hands which,
though sl.laring common ideals and do-
ing a common work, are yet widely
separated by barriers of distance, and
In general the lifting of the simple de-
tails of social and domestic life up into
the largeness of their spiritual signif-
Icance as elements in the one great
kingdom through which the love of
God is going forth to uplift and re-

deem the life of man.
Bowdoin College, Brunswick. Me.
Only intellectual chaos and moral

can say what God may o
may not do or be. He is omniscient,
omnipotent, omnipresent, self-existent,
amena ble to no one. Who can set Him
of morals and layout for

him spheres of activity? W.
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31 Broad
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stock.
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John  Scruggs & Co.,

St., Nashville, Tenn.

OARDINGI a First-class house is a
luxury, when the charges are reason-

When any of the friends of this pa
they can find such a
S. A

able.
per visit Nashville,
Boarding house by calling on Mrs
McAllister, 204 s. High street.
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like every other sol~
his peace.-Ex.
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" SCIENTIFIC AVERICAN,
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BOOK ON P.ATENTS sent free. Address

MUNN & CO,,

361 B,-on"wnv, New Vor' ee
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posit money in bank till pOSition is secured. Carfare paid.

DRAUGHON'S  Q(lIIU:_A~~n'
PRACTICAL ~~
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our books forhomp study is next best thing to entering our
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IN

COLLEGES 30 Days.

Special rates to Schools and Teachers. Sample

copies sent for examination. Write forprices and
circulars showing some of its Special Advantages,
Illustrations, etc. (Mention this paper). Address

DRAUGHON'S  Practical Business College,

Nashville, Tenn., or Texarkana, Texas.

“PROF. DRAUGHON-I learned bookkeeping at
home from your book, while holding a pOSiltion as

Ilight telegraph operator" C. E. LEFFINGWELL,
BookKeeper for G -her & Ficks,
Wholesa. r S, Chicago, L
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You may grow wearied over the wealth of wonders to be seen, but, for
that wearied feeling, take a look at the world-renowned

Brt IRoom
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