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INTRODUCTION.

THE secret of a valuable book is the adaptation
of its author to his theme. The author of this
little volume is thoroughly en rapport with his
subject. My earliest remembrance of him, which
dates back a third of a century, is associated with
his fondness for books. He has read widely and
discriminatingly, not only our own literature, but
the literature of other peoples. He has therefore
a large familiarity with our writers and writings,
and has the ability to detect and appreciate good
points where he cannot approve of the whole.

The author, in addition to the above qualifi-
cations, is the master of an incisive, racy style
which moves rapidly from point to point without
wearying the reader with prolix comments. In
his enumeration of the literary works which
have appeared in the course of our history the
reader may find some of which, perhaps, he
knew nothing, and many which he had almost
forgotten. It is a merit of the work that while
recognizing the limitations which mark our lit-
erary efforts, it by no mean_sdepreciates its value
and its special adaptation to the times and cir-
cumstances. This has not always been done by
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INTRODUCTION

writers on this subject. The literature of one
period is, as a rule, ill adapted to the needs of
a different period. Our past literature, while
serving fairly well the times in which it was
produced, cannot, except to a limited degree,
meet the demands of the present and of the
future.

In dealing with the "Defects of Our Litera-
ture," the author renders most valuable service
to the cause of vital Christianity, in pointing out
the nature and perils of formalism. No writer
among us, in our knowledge, has dealt with this
subject more incisively and discriminatingly than
does the author of this volume.

Among the valuable features of the work are
the suggestions to future writers as to fields of
literature to be occupied, and certain wants that
need to be met. On the whole, it is an entirely
sane, readable, and timely book, that will itself
find and hold its own place in our literature.

J. H. GARRISON.
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THE LITERATURE OF THE DISCIPLES

I.

INITIATION OF THE LITERATURE.

We are about to begin the study of a
peculiar literary product, with its informing
life and its moral radiations. In order that
it may be distinctive there must be some-
thing distinctive in the life of our people.
For it is this which gives freshness to ideas
and acts. The one is governed by the
other as sure as the night follows the day.
This being so, I can better hope to treat
this subject thoroughly by an inspection of
that life as it has developed from period to
period. Ncr must I overlook our relation
to other lives and literatures. For life or
literature is only of force as it deals with
the world and translates itself into action.
We fatten or starve by what we feed upon.
Much of this, therefore, must be touched
upon if I can hope to present a correct
transcript. I know what I want to say and
where I want to go, but the question is, can
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THE LITERATURE OF THE DISCIPLES

I carry the reader along with me? I must
beg his indulgence while I attempt it.

How was it, then, in the beginning of our
existence? Curiously enough, a new thing
happened. Though our brotherhood came
from different folds they all brought, prac-
tically, the same ideas. So that he who was
gifted iri the truth was generally acceptable.
Thus we became initiated. While Owen's
Socialism and the Brook Farm fancy were
playing above the heads of the people as
innocently as summer fireflies, we were busy
below building our basis. It did not take
these schemers long to discover that they
were up in the air with no visible mode of
descent. One blow from the brawny fist of
Campbell laid low the one, and the other, of
its own motion, beat an inglorious retreat
into the cockloft of impractical theories.
Except these there were no noticeable nov-
elties. But there was the opposition which
came from within the denominational lines.
This we met as it presented itself.

Fortunately for us, we were launched at
a favorable period. Not to speak of the re-
ligious agitation in the early part of the
nineteenth century, or of the tendency of
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INITIATION OF THE LITERATURE

the better religious people to examine their
standing, New Testament in hand, we are
to be congratulated in the fact that our
literature was in process of formation prior
to the setting in of that period of modern
science which has so shaken the faith of the
multitude. May I add that the same is true
in respect to historical criticism, as it would
have affected the American mind. In the
first quarter of that century there were no
new scientific ideas, whether applying to
Nature or the Bible, to draw aside earnest
minds. Biology and geology as now taught
were yet in embryo, and the battle of Moses
and the myths had not yet reached the
western ear.

What might have transpired had our life
begun half a century later, no one knows. I
have heard it said that Alexander Campbell
in his last days was asked whether, in the
light of new facts, he was still satisfied
with his conception of creation. That con-
ception can be best understood by noting
one feature of it. He held that by a fiat of
Jehovah the trees instantly sprang into ma-
turity. His answer betrayed doubt of this
position, but he was too near the end of his
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THE LITERATURE OF THE DISCIPLES

earthly life to tackle the problems of mod-
ern science. We smile at so crude a
thought. But he laughs best who laughs
last. Had this prince in Israel attempted
such a revision as the evolutionist of the
'60s demanded, who knows but that even he
might have been thrown out of balance,
giving to the world merely an ambitious
apology for a personal God, rather than his
great demonstration of the Christ. Val-
uable as any true knowledge must be to the
student of progressive life, does a person
really need to know scientific truth to secure
a correct understanding of the will of God?
Is there not a clear and ample knowledge
of God to be derived from his Word, and
sufficient for a full ~alvation? If so, a leader
such as Campbell would surely be on the
safe side to adopt it, and thus steer clear of
confusion. For this man had a purpose
and he did not propose to mar it by devoting
his energy to a field which did not belong
to him, or by indulging in idiosyncrasies.
Progress to him stood for naught unless it
led one into the kingdom of heaven.
Sciences might be true or false, that was
not his question. If false, he would pro-
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INITIATION OF THE LITERATURE

foundly regret it and pass them by. He
never dabbled with them. The course of
our modern Theists, Monists and Theoso-
phists would have been abominable in his
eyes. He would have spurned such sam-
ples of progressive thought. Far wiser is
he, as a builder, who has the instinct to'
reject unsuitable material, chooses the
choice stones for his arch, drives the key-
stone home and thus clenches the whole.
That was the way of this man of God.

It was an age of the grossest ignorance
respecting the Word of God. In the cities,
those who occupied the pulpits usually
chose half a dozen words of Scripture, beat-
ing out a fine spun,. ethical essay, till one
wondered as to the principle of interpreta-
tion by which such a store of revelation
could be educed. In country churches and
at school houses where meetings were held
no man was considered in good company
who did not cry out loudly for the Holy
Ghost. Thus the very virtue of Chris-
tianity was frustrated by those who pro-
fessed to esteem it. Every expedient and
pretext was resorted to to keep out an in-
telligent conception of the truth. Every
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THE LITERATURE OF THE DISCIPLES

corruption of practice was devised to make
the terms and names of the popular religion
designate and sanction the will of God.
Some of these teachers were honest, and
thought they were doing God's service, but
the pall of ignorance had spread, absolutely,
over them. Ignorance had so become a
fertile breeding ground that prejudice came
forth as native offspring. This ignorance
could not annihilate the principle of re-
ligion in the spirit of man, but in removing
the exactions contained in the Savior's
teaching, it left that spirit to take its own
wayward course. The unenlightened mind
threw a fictitious authority into its own
phantasms, and into whatever elements of
dogma and worship were preferred. Much
was said about depravity in those days, but
how could such gross souls know the es-
sential nature of perfect goodness? Much
as they might have resented the imputation,
the fact is, there is no more riskful deprav-
ity than arises from the corruption of truth.
Here, then, was the problem for our fore-
fathers. All about them were people who
had· never learned to think. Beings, who
had hardly ever in their whole lives made
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INITIATION OF THE LITERATURE

a real effort to concentrate the action of
their faculties on anything abstracted from
the objects palpable to the senses. Whose
entire attention had been engrossed with
the fearful narrations and frenzied excla-
mations of backwoods preachers; or who
were easily led astray by the wiles of pulpit
demagogues. It took a keen eye to detect
the perverse cast in the exposition of the
Christian faith, distorting and cramping it,
as a foot in a Chinese shoe, but our leaders
were equal to the task, at all times, and the
course they adopted was replete with wis-
dom. It was their duty to give the be-
wildered conscience a rational direction,
and in order to achieve this the)' gave to the
people the Scriptures in their purity.

One noteworthy feature of this initiation
was the insistence made for the one Book.
In Thomas Campbell's famous Declaration
he deems it worthy of remark "That of
whatever use other books may be to direct
and lead us to the Bible, or to prepare and
assist us to understand it, yet the Bible
never directs us to any book but itself."
This, of course, was aimed at the creeds,
which in that day were so fulsome as to be
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THE LITERATURE OF THE DISCIPLES

an incubus on Christian people. But it had
also the effect of clearing away confusion
and centering thought upon revelation. So
it is he insists upon the Bible's pre-
eminence, saying: "In the case before us,
that is, examination for church member-
ship, let the question no longer be, what
does any human system say of the primitive
or present state of man? Of the person,
offices and relations of Christ, etc., etc.? Or
of this, that and the other duty? But what
says the Bible? Were this mode of pro-
cedure adopted, how much better ac-
quainted with their Bibles would Christians
be! What an important alteration would it
also make in the education of youth ! Would
it not lay all candidates for admission into
the church under the happy necessity of be-
coming particularly acquainted with the
Holy Scriptures? Whereas, according to
the present practice, thousands know little
about them."
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FORMATION OF THE LITERATURE

II.

·FORMATION OF THE LITERATURE.

First of all, there is a word or two to be
said concerning the antecedents of our
literature. While such writers as George
Campbell, McKnight, Haldane and Isaac
Taylor had something to do in indicating
the route to· be taken, I am persuaded that
we were indebted to John Locke more than
to anyone else. No one can read his two
famous chapters in the Essay-the one on
Faith and Reason, the other on Enthusiasm,
without perceiving at once a most wondrous
stimulus for us. But it was from his Rea-
sonableness in Christianity, a book I
chanced once to own, that the great blocks
of truth came which entered without sound
of hammer into the temple of the Lord.
Locke had carefully studied the Gospels,
noted the great commission, coupled the
last of Luke's Gospel with the Acts of the
Apostles, and cited every instance of con-
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THE LITERATURE OF THE DISCIPLES

version therein precisely as we do. His
affirmation that what was good enough then
was good enough now, together with his
bold denunciation of false feeling and false
faith in the above chapters of the essay
put him square up against our feet for the
right stepping-stone. His philosophy has
been criticised as too materialistic, and it
was propositional rather than otherwise.
Yet in that day of dreams and delusions
there was no other argument that could
clear the field. It was just the thing then
and it took its place in the foundation of
our religious thought. Be careful, there-
fore, not to kick out your underpinning.

Here, then, was a basis. About the great
Campbell there were willing helpers. True,
they were largely unacquainted with each
other, and some were dead and gone, but
they were workers in the same field, and
all spoke ably through their writings. There
was, therefore, every reason to press on and
win the battle for the Lord.

So feeling and so believing tracts began
to be issued, and periodicals laden with
burning truths were snatched at and de-
voured. Pleadings for the Christ and for
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the facts of the Gospel overflowed in pun-
gent, irresistible editorials, until the trickery
of the religious mountebank and the char-
latanism of stiff-necked divines were buried
out of sight. No. fair-minded man cared to
resist the invasion of a printed page whose
purpose, manifestly, was the good of all. It
might play havoc with his crude notions of
salvation, but he soon found out that was
the making of him.

The merit of our earliest literature was
its passion. It throbbed like the heart of a
living being. In this it contrasted with
the musty books of that day. These were
more like dried specimens, tabulated and
exhibited in glass cases. Ours had motive
and vitality. It possessed the springiness
of buoyant youth. It was loosened from
the shrunken roots of an effete theology
and put abroad upon its individual power
and right. What a mission it had! About
it were myriads of numb souls, to be roused
to the consciousness of a higher life. The
work was rare and difficult. Many must
be led, step by step, like babes. There
would be shifting phases of hope and fear.
The broadening influence of the Gospel, at

19



THE LITERATURE OF THE DISCIPLES

times, elated, and then, as theology seemed
to escape, it alarmed. Next came the claim
for union. Politically, this was welcome.
But union in religious affairs was looked
upon as a dangerous novelty, even if it were
to be desired. Who had ever heard of such
a thing? There might be compensations,
but would they be equivalent to the losses?
Where our writings first touched the mind
the painfulness of the darkness asserted
itself. But there was mystery and pain
coming also with the excess of light.
As. the great principles of Gospel truth
gained greater hold, much of this was
assuaged. Truth brought with it its ac-
companying blessings. Chief of all was
reality. The unseen was no longer filled
with shadows. Instead, there was the sense
of security; finding its home and center in
a living and obedient faith.

To the people of that day it was a new
ideal. They had grovelled long enough in
the ignorance and the vanities of the mis-
guided. It had been to them a sorry affair.
What they had taken for an impulse of the
Spirit had proved to be a delusion of the
devil; and the light which so dazzled them
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they found to be but an ignis fatu1ts, lead-
ing them constantly round in a circle. Faith
and fanaticism were wedded to each other,
producing· a mongrel progeny.

The power of all this was to be broken.
A new regime had set in and it was des-
tined to win. Traces of the inevitable strug-
gle were seen in every issue from the press.
rrhis week it was a sermon, the next a de-
bate. There was too mucn onslaught for
serenity. The Lord Christ had been mini-
6ed. His authority had been set at naught.
His place in the hearts of men had been
usurped by the sorcery of dreams and the
severities of a hopeless theology. To our
people this was unendurable. Such a con-
dition of things decided the spirit of our
literature. It was one of defiant and
aggressive assertion, denial and argument.
The Scriptures were arrayed like so much
abatis about a fort. Whom they touched
they pierced. It was fight first and fellow-
ship afterward. Really, the time for the
sanctifying of the Spirit had not yet come.
Those who were not engaged in destroying
false foundations were either examining
their own or writing such doggerel, in de-
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THE LITERATURE OF THE DISCIPLES

rision of our plea, as their constituents de-
manded.

It is a sad affair in any era, when litera-
ture is commanded or controlled by the
prejudice of the people. When authors
furnish that which ignorant or dogmatic
readers demand the result is that the reader
is lord of the writer. Writers should be the
leaders of thought. The mind should work
free and according to its inspirations. Its
fruits should not be forced, but spontaneous.
But as literature becomes more and more an
article of commerce it is beset with tempta-
tions. For commerce is also lord and
compels its subjects to yield to its imperious
behests. The average author may struggle
against these mighty powers; he may writhe
under their tyranny; but if he retains his
position in the field of letters his resistance
will probably slacken, and so he becomes a
slave. This is peculiarly objectionable
when religious literature is the considera-
tion. For then we are dealing with prin-
ciples of truth, whose function is to expand
the mind and glorify life. One must then,
also, deal with the mandate of Jehovah, and
a vigorous and impartial application of that
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FORMATION OF THE LITERATURE

law, backed by its tremendous sanctions, to
the conduct and temper of the reader, is
liable to turn at once the whole tide of popu~
larity, leaving the writer stranded and deso-
late. Only good and true men can resist
such temptation to compromise. Our hope
for edification rests in them.

To give, now, some little attention to the
composition of our literature. Our early
writers were usually in the front rank, for
their work was new and original, and the
impulse to execute it was to them an in-
spiration. Much of it would be an honor
to anyone. One can select passages from
it as fair and as fine as anything extant.
For several years its impulse preserved
and propelled it onward. But gradually, by
the law of reaction, it began to deteriorate.
Occasionally there was a writer that kept
up its spirit, but we speak of the mass. It
must be that there shall come periods of
rest. Alexander Procter said once to me:
"Weare in the trough of the sea, between
two waves; one is past, the other to come."
When one realizes how our literature, as a
body, has improved during the last quarter
of a century, his saying appears to be jus-
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tified. Hamilton Mabie recognizes the fact
that all literature has its period of decadence
as well as its period of renewal. "After a
rest the soul recovers its freshness of feel-
ing and its faith in the promises of life." As
a description of our medieval literature, I
venture to quote him: "In ages of decadence
literature discloses its intimate and neces-
sary relation with the totality of life quite
as distinctly as in ages of faith and progres-
sion. . . . It becomes derivative in-
stead of original; reproducing faintly a
greater past instead of fashioning new
forms and interpreting new ideas. It loses
variety and follows imitatively and timidly
the lines marked out in more vigorous
periods. It is conventional in thought, cor-
rect in form, cold, formal and barren of
any real and contagious influence."

Again, we must remember while contem-
plating the growth and development of our
writings that it is not with us as with the
secular literary worker. The work is not
the pre-eminent thing. Literature was
never an art with us. The statement of the
religious idea or fact was our chief concern.
To embellish it was secondary, if at all.
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Many of us still seem to car ~ little for bal-
ance of sentences, perspective, climax and
things like these. However, a neatly turned
thought is surely a worthy attainment, for
it looks toward immortality. May I remark,
without offense, how strangely it has been
overlooked? If the critic is right in assert-
ing that literature consists in the very best
thoughts of men and women, happily ex-
pressed, I shall venture to suggest, as an
incidental remark, that some material
known to us as Our Literature, is simply
what the merchant tailor would call a mis-
fit. Take some of our books of sermons,
for example. To be sure, there are notable
exceptions; but for the rest what better
characterization can be had than that they
are empty commonplaces abounding with
echoes?

Why does a man publish when he has
nothing to say? Why does he not read and
digest, then reflect, think and mature some-
thing? Why does he not, if a beginner,
write out his opinions for the culture of it,
and then thrust them in the stove? Is it
because he has an itch for print? Is it be-
cause he desires to behold his natural face
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in a glass? Does he not know that the
child of his brain is stillborn and that every
one but himself is impatient for its burial?
• . . But the farther I go the worse it
appears; so I refrain.

Alas! All is not gold that glitters, and I
suppose it comes natural for everyone of
us, sooner or later, to deceive ourselves. Is
it not a matter to rejoice over that we have
a few diamonds, which take a fine polish
and still more in reserve? Perhaps I have
spoken of our work too severely, and if so
I ask the reader's pardon. I would not be
unduly censorious, for this takes all the
color and the joy out of life. It is only my
desire to have the brotherhood realize its
opportunity, and to do all in its power to
place itself successfully before the world
that urges me to this. . . . All the
while it should be remembered that if we
suffer somewhat in these comparisons, it is
because critics have the best literature of
the world in their mind's eye. To place our-
selves side by side with the literary artist
hurts. And yet, compared with denomina-
tionalliterature, we do not suffer so badly,
but we still suffer somewhat. While we
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have been spurred on by the attacks of our
~ivals, and, so far, have been helped, it is
a joy to know that it is the broad, noble-
spirited literature that has helped us most
of all. We shall never be able to pay the
debt we owe to such authors as Channing
and Beecher, Denney and Dods, Smyth and
Fairbairn.

This seems to be the place for commend-
ing our brainy young men for their effort
to obtain the best collegiate advantages. If
I venture to offer them any counsel it must
have reference solely to their literary
growth and prospective authorship. It
goes without defense that the Bible is the
textbook. Take that with you and utilize
every appliance toward its mastery. Listen
attentively to all interpretations of it. Do
not dogmatize, for this is the highway to
doubt and frequently to despair. Many a
young man has been ruined by plunging
into a class of ideas too broad for him. It
was his creed or nothing, and the alterna-
tive came speeding along. Not everyone
can leap from the bottom to the top. Schools
should be chosen with this in view. On the
other hand, do not be in a hurry to take up
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the religious chatter of the school. Be
yourself and be original. Train to that end.
It is not collegiate knowledge, nor bias in
dogma, any man needs so much as power
to think and act. Power to dig into holy
writ and extract its values. Power to set
forth the eternal purpose of Jehovah.
Agonize to enter into this gateway and a
victory awaits you. If it makes your heart
any warmer to hear it, be assured that our
hope for an excellent literature rests largely
in you.
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III.

CLASSIFICATION OF THE LITERA-
TURE.

In opening up this chapter our thought,
first of all, fixes upon tendencies. Since
the leadership of Isaac Errett and his asso-
ciates into more spiritual paths of thought,
two schools of literature have been devel-
oped among us, one of which has been
marked for its penetration of vision and its
fresh revelations of life; the other for its
tenacious grasp upon well-worn truths and
its insistence on dogmatic interpretations.
To say there has been no friction between
them would be incorrect. There has, and
much of it has led to unhappiness. Yet
there has come to both great benefit. Each
has been spurred by the other to more ac-
curacy; and, out of rivalry, to nobler deeds.
To be sure, self has too often entered, mar-
ring the serenity of. the brotherhood, for
personality is ever dominant and assertive.
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"No man can study life save from the
point of view where he finds himself." The
question is where does he find himself? Is
it in the midst of the spacious field of truth,
with room for enlargement and correction,
or is it at the end of his row? It seems that
all writers are not capable of seeing and
expressing the mighty, onrushing truths
and facts which sweep before them. Their
eyes are preoccupied, allowing generous
opportunities to escape them. And yet
such is the fertility of thought resulting
from the opposition and harmony of truths
that it would be strange indeed if new ideas
did not sometimes come to light, leading
one into broader scopes. The fact is that
it is this which, more than all else, propels
the world through the corridors of time.
There are always great groups of facts
gathering about a new idea which compel
consideration. Refuse it and one loses his
reckoning with the age and becomes be-
wildered or indifferent. Grant it and the
gift to you is a greater measure· of use-
fulness.

There is something, however, greater
even than truth, and that is life. A true
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view of this is the one essential thing. For
in all free and outpushing life there are
tendencies that rise and expand. There
come to such spirits hints of movements
which are yet to touch our intellectual lives
with fresh impulse, and if it were not so
human destiny, in so far as it is royal,
would exhaust itself and die away. It is
this which puts us in love with life, with
its facts and its ideals, with its changes and
its constancies, and with its perpetual unity
of development. To put it in other words
in his normal condition, there is a relation-
ship between man and God which is potent
in leading out the child into the infinitudes
of the Father, and which refuses to be con-
tent with present attainments of truth.*

How essential it is that we preserve this
normal condition, and yet how easy it is to
vitiate it. Man always has his heart set on
something-often he takes the means for
the end. A noted instance would be the
worship of truth rather than God. To
pride oneself in Biblical knowledge-to be
exacting in doctrine, even to the very letter,
though it makes battle with truth itself,

·Suggested by H. W. Mabie.
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with toleration, and with brotherly love-
to insist on one's own rectitude though it
casts a doubt on that of others-these char-
acteristics are not only ugly, they really
draw one's soul down from its loftiest
aspirations and tend steadily to its dwarfing.
The alarming features about it are that
these evils are brought about by the abuse
of an agency, the use of which is no less
than divine; and that one may become so
blind to its results as to persist in its justifi-
cation. Happy is he who foresees and shuns
this fault. He will be apt to be buoyant
and joyous, for he will be in the right con-
dition of mind to lay hold of the great
things of God. Such a character will let
nothing take away his heart from the truth,
or from its love for his fellows, or from his
devotion to the Christ.

In classifying our leading works I have
decided not to discriminate. The above
caution is deemed sufficient. Writers will
be found representing the conservative and
progressive element. As it were, motors
to push the car of salvation onward, and
brakes to check its too rapid speed. Let
us all pray that there may be no mad dashes
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round the curves of truth, and no setting
fast the brakes while climbing the hill of
holy enterprise.

In the work before me, then, my chief
question is this: Is there ability enough in
a pamphlet or book to justify its mention?
If so, I shall mention it, allowing the reader
of it to decide as to its value to him. True,
I give a hint, here and there, but rarely, if
ever, is it derogatory. Our Benjamin
Franklin once said, "You do not have to
gnaw into the bone of a ham to learn
whether or not it is tainted." So say I, and,
so, to business.

The prominent elements in religious liter-
ature are Life, Deeds, Stress, Biblical
Thought, Instruction, Appeal, Narration
and Meditation. Corresponding to these
are Biography, History, Controversy, Exe-
gesis, Didactics, Sermons and Addresses,
Narrative and Fiction, Devotional. Under
these heads we hope to embrace such liter-
ature as may present itself.

BIOGRAPHY. One of the most compre-
hensive styles of biography is that which
unites life, deeds and dogma, for then one
gets the whole thing, fused and unitized.
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This is remarkably well done in Richard-
son's MEMOIRSof ALEXANDERCAMPBELL.
All important declarations, pleas and papers,
describing preliminary steps, are woven into
this work, so that one gets a clear idea of
our movement, so far as it relates to the
Campbells. J. S. Lamar's Life of Isaac
Errett deals with a later period, taking up
the educational and spiritual progress of the
church, and, therefore, comes in next. Then
for a spicy statement of the wiles and tricks
of the adversary and his literal demolition,
one must read John Augustus Williams'
LIFE OF "RACCOON"JOHN SMITH. These
three works have long been considered by
us as classics. A. S. Hayden has given us a
useful sketch of THE EARLYDISCIPLESOF
THE WESTERNRESERVEOf OHIO; J. M.
Mathes offers us the products of twenty-
eight Indiana preachers; and T. P. Haley
has given a voluminous sketch, embracing.
I should say, every pioneer preacher in
Missouri. The best of these three books is
this-that their authors knew their char-
acters personally, so that he who reads them
gets the real stuff. THE LIFE ANDTIMES
OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,deals also with
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his most famous associates, and opponents,
also giving a concise history of that period
of our reformation. F. M. Green and B. A.
Hinsdale has each given us a life of James
A. Garfield, unfolding his. educational,
political and religious career. John Shackle-
ford has made us his debtor by THE:LIFE,
LETTERSANDADDRESSESof that nobleman,
L. L. Pinkerton. James M. Mathes is the
author of THE LIFE ANDWORKSof Barton
W. Stone. John Rogers wrote the life of
his fellow evangelist, John T. Johnson.
F. D. Power deals with the LIFE ANDTIMES
of W. K. Pendleton in an unusually mas-
terly way. William Baxter was a biog-
rapher, as well as a poet, having- written the
lives of Walter Scott and Knowles Shaw,
the two famous evangelists. M. M. Davis
is developing tafent in describing Biblical
heroes, such as Elijah and Joshua, and in
writing oratorios, like Queen Esther. D. R.
Dungan has also written on Moses, and J. B.
Ellis, as fictional matter, on Adnah and
Shem. Bible characters. are worthy of
the most profound study, and it is to
be hoped that this field will obtain at-
tention. George H. Combs has opened
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up a new path for us in his CHRIST
IN MODERNENGLISH LITERATURE. This
should also gain more workers. H. S. Lo-
bingier, a man of classical attainment, has
written THE MAN IN THE BOOK,being a
life of Jesus from the high point of poetic
and philosophical comprehension. B. A.
Hinsdale, a professor of pedagogy in Mich-
igan University for years, discusses JESUS,
ASA TEACHER,in which he deals with his
education; his insight into mind and char-
acter ; his relation to tradition and legalism;
his use of the Scriptures; his historical
antecedents; his institutions, authority and
use of accommodation, and his methods of
teaching. H. C. Patterson, himself a useful
evangelist, has given us OURLIVINGEVAN-
CELISTS,being a sermon from each of the
seventeen preachers he has selected, as also
a brief sketch of each, with an excellent
portrait .. Mrs. Mary B. Clayton published
reminiscences of Judge J. S. Black, an elder
of the church at Somerset, Pa., one of the
ablest jurists of America, and the annihi-
lator of Ingersoll, in an article first pub-
lished in the North American Review. P.
Donan is responsible for the Autobiography
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and Biography of the two Creaths.
HISTORICAL. While reference to much

of our best history will be found in the
Biographical Department, we place at the
head of this list, Campbell's CHRISTIAN
BAPTIST and the MILLENNIAL HARBINGER,
as those works which develop our career,
line upon line, in challenge, response, essay,
letter, discussion-in short, in all that went
into the makeup of our individuality. Then
there are auxiliary works, such as Gar-
rison's REFORMATIONOF THE NINETEENTH
CENTURY, being different periods treated by
several writers; T. W. Grafton's LIFE AND
TIMES OF CAMPBELl,; Errett Gates' THE

. EARLY RELATION AND SEPARATION OF
BAPTISTS AND DISCIPLES, and Charles A.
Young's HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS ADVO-
CATING CHRISTIAN UNION. B. A. Hins-
dale wrote an able book on THE ORIGIN
AND EARLY GRowTH AND PLACE OF Ec-
CLESIASTICALTRADITION. Archibald Mc-
Lean is our authority on the history of
Christian missions. It is said that he is so
full of this subject that he rarely repeats
himself in his addresses. G. A. Hoffmann
is our statistician. Anything he does not
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know regarding our growth is not worth
knowing. Of another sort is McGarvey's
LANDS OF THE BIBLE and Dr. Barclay's
CITY OF THE GREAT KING, but very valua-
ble for reference. It is also to be noted of
these last two books that they are among
the few that get beyond our own ranks. I
saw the last one cited by a great English
authority in 1905. MEN OF YESTERDAY,by
T. W. Grafton, deals largely with past
times, and grouping facts of various kinds
about these men, as all good biography
must, we are carried over the line into the
historic realm. THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST,
by Errett Gates, is replete with such
thought as a scholarly man knows well how
to use. B. A. Hinsdale wrote some masterly
articles on ecclesiastical history in Moore's
Quarterly (first series). W. K. Pendleton
wrote a tract on THE CONNECTION BE-
TWEEN BAPTISM AND REMISSION OF SINS,
HISTORICALLYCONSIDERED. F. M. Green
gave us a book on THE HISTORY OF MIS-
SIONS. FAMILIAR LECTURES ON THE PEN-
TATEUCH, by Alexander Campbell, edited
by W. T. Moore, comes within the historic
scope, as it considers the patriarchs and
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Hebrews in their order. Quite recently
W. T. Moore has written THJ~ PLEA OF

THE DISCIPLESOF CHRIST, newly stated
and critically examined. This, though a
small book, like small parcels, is packed
with the best of things. Its historical fea-
ture consists in the growth of ideas, rather
than the development of facts.

B. L. Smith has done a good thing in so
abbreviating THE MILLENNIALHARBINGER
as to compress it into two volumes, without
serious damage to its continuity and with-
out the loss of its spirit. There are several
states wherein some faithful writer should
look up the record of his brethren and
embalm the best quality in the pages of his-
tory. These men and women were worthy
enough to labor for you. Why not deem
their work worthy of a memorial? Take, for
example, that fine, old, scholarly veteran,
John A. Dearborn, formerly of Virginia. I
doubt not, in his day, he was a tower of
strength to his favorite state. Even now,
verging on 80 years of age, very few writers
can equal him. I recall that he read a paper
not more than a year since which so took
possession of us that for a while every voice
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was dumb for joy. His ability and his
pathos had taken speech from us. Who ever
hears any more of W. A. Belding, of New
York state? And yet, here was a man who
once had the care of all the eastern churches
on his heart and their histories on his
tongue's end. Such reminiscences as his
and Dearborn's would be a local history of
our work. Nor should such a service be
neglected. But I close by appending the
names of two or three more of these
worthies: Peter Russell, of Iowa; E. P.
Belshe, of Illinois. These two, in their day,
made sectarians tremble. Also George W.
Minier, of Illinois, a man who always made
me think of John the Apostle. Samuel K.
Houshour, of Indiana, a writer, by the way,
of great merit, must not be overlooked.
These were the sort of men that made his-
tory.

CONTROVERSY. At the head of this
list, by common consent, stands Campbell's
masterly discussions \yith Owen, Purcell
and Rice upon Infidelity, Catholicism and
Pedo-Baptist questions. As a great com-
parative work, I next place Walter Scott's
THE: MESSIAHSHIP.Then, I think, that as
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brilliant and exhaustive controversial
writers we must mention Isaac Errett, Ben-
jamin Franklin and L. B. Wilkes. For great
ability of a negative order, Clark Braden's
debate with Hughey and his PROBLEMOF
PROBLEMSshould be remembered. J. B.
Briney has done valuable controversial
work on the subject of Baptism. J. A. Lord
is gifted in dogmatics, some of his edito-
rials being fine specimens of the historic
and theological in conjunction. As leaders
of modern controversy in new directions, I
mention J. H. Garrison and Herbert L.
Willett. W. T. Moore has done a lot of
good work in his books and quarterlies. His
masterpiece is MAN, IN PREPARATIONFOR
OTHER WORLDS. I do not know whether
I should include four first-class men, unless
it be for the measure with which they fer-
tilized the mind, for they wrote but little,
and always well, but if so, I should cer-
tainly honor O. A. Burgess and John S.
Sweeney as the prince of debaters among
us (the latter has an able discussion with
Manford on Universalism) ; and Alexander
Procter and George W. Longan, as having
had no equals in Missouri for expanding
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the minds of the brotherhood by the inser-
tion of new and broadening thought. Other
men noted in their day for forensic ability
were A. 1. Hobbs, J. T. Walsh and the once
celebrated Alexander Hall. This last wrote
UNIVERSALISMAGAINSTITSELF and THE
PROBLEMOF HUMAN LIFE. Perhaps the
most thorough dissection ever given to the
work of a bitter enemy was that of Moses E.
Lard, when he handled J. B. Jeter's work
oil "Campbellism." George Plattenburg was
one of the ablest writers in Missouri or-
anywhere. His work is contained in MIS-
SOURI LECTURES. George T. Carpenter
proved a strong writer in his written de-
bate with Hughes on THE DESTINYOFTHE
WICKED. Claiming James A. Garfield as
ours, we match his addresses and writings
with anything extant. Peter Vogel took
part in an exhaustive discussion with Mr.
Wagner on THE SABBATHQUESTION)but
the book, I think, is out of print. If so, both
Dungan and A. M. Weston have similar
works. Jonas Hartzell was one of the lead-
ing writers in Iowa twoscore years ago, his
chief works being on THE BAPTISMAL
CONTROVERSY)THE COVENANTSand THE
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DIVINITY 01" JESUS. For subtle and spir-
itual work on a problem such as "Con-
science" an!=! "Intuitions" afford, A. B.
Jones easily stands at the head. May I re-
mark that there are many self-appointed
disputants, who, somehow, get into papers
and pulpits, much to the grief of their bet-
ters?· Such persons should wait for en-
dorsement.

Alfred Fairhurst has a scholarly discus-
sion on ORGANICEVOLUTIONCONSIDERED.
It was highly commended by H. W. Everest.
G. W. Longan's book on THE ORIGIN
01" THE DISCIPU;S01" CHRISTis a review of
Professor Whitsett's book bearing the same
title. Whitsett is a Baptist, loaded down
with prejudice, but he fell into capable
hands for the right correction.

EXEGESIS. George W. Longan well
says, "In questions of minute exegesis,
where microscopical forms of truth-such
as are many of the subtleties of the theo-
logians-are involved, there is large space
for honest difference. In addition to these
things there is the n~tural aptitude, the
mental equipoise, the impartiality, the crit-
ical acumen of the interpreter himself." The
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things he refers to are questions of lexi-
cography, syntax, literal passages al).d figur-
ative passages, symbols of prophecy,
tropes of Oriental po~try and the analogy
of faith. All of these cut a figure in the
correct interpretation of the Scriptures, and
one would do well to obtain such aid as J. S.
Lamar and Clinton Lockhart furnish in
their books on that subject. Milligan's
REASON AND REVELATION is also a safe and
helpful work. Lard's Quarterly, though
hard now to obtain, contains some of the
best work of Grubbs, McGarvey, Longan,
Wilkes, Christopher and tHe editor. Upon
such questions as pertain to the Holy Spirit
there is exhaustive discussion, whatever
view one may take. Brethren having copies
of this famous Quarterly should present
them to thoughtful young preachers. Then
come W. T. Moore's Quarterlies, in two
series, and also a short series edited by J. H.
Garrison. The style of these differs some-
what from Lard's. The analytical period
was passing and the constructive was again
setting in. Here you find the best work of
Errett, Hinsdale, Pendleton, Graham, Laos,
Munnell, Lamar, J. J. Haley, the editors
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and others. Dr. Herndon and his associates
published a quarterly of quite a conserva-
tive character. J. B. Briney published a
monthly of the same stamp. Touching
upon books, I begin with Christopher's
REMEDIAL SYSTEM, a book remarkably
neglected, when one thinks of its splendid
thinking. B. A. Hinsdale published a little
book entitled Tm: JEWISH CHRISTIAN
CHURCHthat set all the Acts-of-the-Apos-
tles men agog. H. W. Everest, one of our
strongest and sweetest men, put out a book
011 evidences, entitled THE DIVINE DEM-
ONSTRATION}so fresh and so full, so every
way adapted to inquiring youth, that it was
adopted in the course of several colleges.
N. W. Aylsworth's MORALANDSPIRITUAL
ASPECTS01" BAPTISMso delighted A. B.
Jones that it became the occasion for one
of his best spiritual serials. W. E. Garrison
has produced in his THEOLOGYOF ALEX-
ANDERCAMPBELLa book that challenges
the closest attention of the critics. Herbert
L. Willett has vindicated himself splendidly
from silly charges of heresy in his BASIC
TRUTHS. To step back an age, Isaac
Errett's EVENINGSWITH THE BIBLE}con-
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sisting of biography, history, narrative and
exegesis, therefore being difficult to clas-
sify, hold their own against any amount of
odds. Why? Simply because the author
was endowed with a large share of literary
sense, and knew how to use it. Of course,
he had magnificent themes, but he had no
monopoly of them. B. C. Deweese has done
some valuable original work for our period-
icals in exegesis--outside of the question of
Baptism-remember! There are other pro-
fessors, had they more leisure from inces-
sant toil, who might give us great insight
into the Greek thought on many New Tes-
tament truths, let us say, after the order
of Marvin Vincent's WORDSTUDIES. The
students of the colleges get plenty of this,
but what about us poor fellows?

Now, a word about the commentaries.
McGarvey gave us Matthew and Mark;
Lamar, Luke; McGarvey, Acts; Lard, Ro-
mans; Milligan, Hebrews; J. L. Martin, J.
G. Encell, J. S. Hughes and B. W. Johnson,
Revelation. J. S. Hughes has also made a
close study of John. Then, there is a com-
mentary covering the whole of the New
Testament by the scholarly B. W. Johnson.
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the apostles, or have been honored by a
place in the canon, had he nothing better
to offer than his opinion-such people, if
industrious, must produce something for
the enquiring mind worthy of attention, and
therefore are not to be despised. If at
times the cold shoulder is felt, the fault is
probably our own. Some keen eye has
detected a false emphasis in our writings.
Nor is the condition improved at all by the
fact that our critic has a sore spot on his
theological personality, and that this em-
phasis has touched it. In such case let us
gird up our loins and make a better attempt
for truth. Weare yet far, very far, from
perfection. But the hopeful feature is that
we have a mission. There is a teaching
that is needful for others, and a work
necessary for ourselves. The age is still
beckoning us on. Modern demands place
us at a new angle of vision, and this gives
us an inspiring view. Without construing
the Scriptures, after the fashion of Matthevi
Arnold, into a body of vague, .poetic meta-
phors, we may still largely profit by the
careful literary work done by such men as
Moulton. Only let us be sure that prose is~
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prose and poetry is poetry, not blending one
into the other. This will go far toward
locating any historic background. Thus the
new interpretation will give a new zest to
the study of the boundaries of Biblical
history. Add to this the late exact work
done upon the Scriptures by our English
and American revisers, so that there comes
to our hand every facility and appliance for
thorough work.

Here, then, are elements of stimulus.
What is to be the advantage to us? vVe
certainly live in a period of dominant criti-
cism and can not escape its influence. I do
not know that we should. When rightly
applied to the Word of God it is of the
greatest value. It was this which called out
the powers of such men as Sanday, Bruce
and Briggs. The latitude they take in in-
terpretation is, at times, something more
than some of us are used to, but what help-
ful workmen! Our concern is to get the
best possible process for textual work. If
I am not mistaken, to us an opportunity
comes, as fresh and promising as came to
the Campbells. Can we seize it? There is
need of sympathy as a fundamental condi-
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tion of all true criticism. One must not
hastily condemn or reject investigation be-
cause it is new. It may be the gift of God
to us. Why not accept what appears to be
true and give it a trial? It may help us to
bring into activity what of Holy Writ lies
for the present dormant. It is perhaps not
too boastful to say that we have aptitudes
for this. Who has ever so thoroughly set
forth the unity of our Lord's official life?
Who has so clearly defined the conditions
of salvation? Was there ever a writer who
could parallel our Campbell and Scott in
these features? And how did this happen?
Because in handling the Scriptures they
avoided current theology. As a result, our
position remains to this day as much un-
trammeled by Arianism as by Trinitarian-
ism. When one realizes that a hundred
years is as nothing in furnishing time for
the riddance of a false dogma, he will be
ready to appreciate the good sense of our
forefathers.

Instead, then, of spending our strength in
philosophizing let us explore anew the
Word. Let us submit to the scholarly
world more of those clear-cut exegeses that
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made our record for us. Let our best
thinkers give us books of firm Biblical
fibre. Let our journalists get still nearer
to the Christ in the development of their
articles. We do not need their speculations,
for we have enough of our own. They
need organize no systematic theology for
us. Let them preserve, jealously, the
analogy of faith, collating Scripture from
both Old and New Testaments somewhat
after the manner of Gilbert's Revelation of
'Jesus. Here the Biblical references are
woven into a simple but continuous logical
argument. The author gives us a pano-
rama of texts moving along in an exegetical
background toward the world's Messiah-
ship.

How delightful it is to aid in deepening
the faith of men and women, and to labor
in restoring the good old Book to its position
for credibility! Our knowledge of the
natural divisions of the Bible will be at
hand to help us. We shall not forget the
covenant with Abraham in its application
to the Christ. We shall not overlook the
prophets and their Messianic utterances.
We shall not be guilty of severing the gos-
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pels frem the epistles, and so weaken our
structure. With us the voice of an apostle
will be the voice of God. Each inspired
word will be an added stone to strengthen
the walls of the temple of faith. Thus
equipped, we shall be ready for our inves-
tigation. For example, if we are to consider
the validity of the Incarnation we shall
begin with an analysis of John's gospel, fol-
lowed possibly by a careful study of the
Hebrews. These, together with the Pauline
utterances, thoughtfully pondered, will do a
great deal more good for us than to depend
upon Renan and Harnack, and, as a conse-
quence, fall into speculation over the Virgin
Birth. Let us take Luke's statement of the
Conception and be satisfied. If you are
simply after God's Hows you would as well
chase the rainbow. No man can "make
square to a finite eye, the circle of infinity."
The Whys should be sufficient for us, they
involve the whole round of duty, and the
Word of God is full of them.

Do not let us hanker after a certainty in
religion which will save our walking by
faith. There is no such thing. To quote
Satterlee, "The only substitute that the
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philosophical basis for Christianity has to
offer for Christianity itself is a religion
from which supernaturalism has been care-
fully eliminated; a religion in which a
philosophical is substituted for an historical
foundation; a religion· in which ideas are
to take the place of facts; a religion in
which God in humanity takes the place of
God in Christ; a religion in which man's
meditation about God usurps the position
of God's revelation to man; a religion in
which an intangible essence of Christianity
is regarded as firm and solid ground, while
the plain and simple historic facts of the
Gospel are dismissed as misty speculations."

I do not advocate controversy, especially
when it makes war with the spirit of love.
But I insist on aggressiveness. We have
seen our mistakes, have practically con-
quered them, and a healthy, rapid growth
has already set in. It is no time n9W to
falter. Writers in other religious bodies
are matching our remarkable progress with
our unique literatu·re. They know it was
not always so. They are wondering what
has happened. They no longer question
our orthodoxy, but are beginning to ex-
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amine their own. Let us boldly push for-:
ward into the very center of the citadel.
Let us show all men the mettle of our
pasture. Let them confess to the merit of
an apo~tolic faith, in correcting errors, in
inspiring Christly deeds, and in overcoming
the world. Let our literature teem more
and more with New Testament teaching.
Let it reach out a hand of love unto all who
serve the Christ in sincerity and truth.

Literature is the gangway between sepa-
rate and otherwise unapproachable bodies.
It is the medium between the known and
the unknown; between what is sure and
what is possible. Yes, it is more. Even as
the great ships tremble under their .vast
cargoes, bearing them seaward, and at last
placing them on the wharfs of the world's
distant markets, so it is the province of
literature to convey foreign ideas into the
most remote and indifferent minds.
Thoughts which were once unwelcome be-
come, through this medium, the common
property of man. Week by week, and day
by day, these thoughts come, dropping upon
us like flakes of snow, until they eventually
melt and pass into the heart and life of
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men. We have a noted instance of this in
the plea for Federation. Nothing, at first,
could have been more distasteful to us.
Tutored as we were in our peculiar idea
of Christian Union, it was difficult to see
any place for provisional measures. With
us it was all or nothing. We were too im-
patient for results and too jealous for the
truth, as we saw it, to submit to any con-
ciliation. It was difficult for us to see an-
other group besides our own, equally
anxious for unity, but puzzled as to how to
accomplish it. Had they enjoyed such a
training in union as we had it might have
been easier for both to get together. But
they did not. Such as they were, they were
at work, and the impartial, generous eye
could easily behold them across the chasm
building this way. It could also be seen
that they, like us, had chosen the spot where
the least construction was necessary, and
that, as in building a bridge, they had
chosen the narrowest part of the chasm
and were placing their buttresses solidly
in the bank. So there were two groups, but
one work. Each could hear the sound of
the other's hammers. But both were labor-
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ing against environments, rooted heredities
and persistent educational influences. To
close up the spans, therefore, while a noble
ideal, seemed stilI impractical. And yet, if
Farrar could entertain an eternal hope for
the incorrigible, surely there must be some
value in looking forward to the ultimate
unity of the Church. A few earnest spirits
so feeling and believing formed themselves
into a pioneer corps and persisted. For a
while it seemed as though this had stopped
the work on the bridge. Nothing of· the
sort. It is simply the temporary taking up
of an auxiliary labor. Both sides are at
present engaged in removing obstacles and
in smoothing the way. The tide of destiny
seems setting in, for the forces are daily
increasing in numbers and in interest. How
is the new move affecting us ? Is it making
our love for Christian Union grow cold?
Surely not. On the contrary, that love is
steadily increasing. We are catching such
glimpses of the future Kingdom of God as
promise us great fruition. Only, let us not
weary in well-doing; nor in the midst of
prosperity become arrogant. God is at the
helm and he will guide the good ship Zion
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into the harbor. "It may not be my way, it
may not be thy way, and yet in His own
may, the Lord will provide."

Then there are other fields for literature
to occupy, and ours must bear its share. We
are in a world where extravagances need
modification. To quote from Dr. Van
Dyke, "There are at the present time three
mischievous and perilous tendencies against
which the spirit of Christianity, embodied
in a literature that is sane and manly, can
do much to guard us. The first is the
growing idolatry of military glory and con-
quest. It is one thing to admit that there
are certain causes for which a Christian
may lawfully take the sword; it is another
thing to claim, as some do, that war in itself
is better for a nation than peace.
If all the territory of the globe were subject
to one conquering emperor to-day, no mat-
ter though the cross were blazoned on the
banner and throne, the kingdom of heaven
would not be one whit nearer. A
literature that is Christian must exalt love,
not only as the greatest, but as the strong-
est, thing in the world. It must check and
reprove the lust of conquest and the con-
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fidence of brute force.
"The second perilous tendency is the

growing idolatry of wealth. Money is con-
densed power. But' it is condensed in a
form which renders it frightfully apt to

, canker and corrupt. A noble literature,
truly in harmony with the spirit of Christ,
will expose, with splendid scorn and ridi-
cule, the falsehood of the standard by which
the world, and too often the Church, meas-
ure what a man is worth by his wealth. It
will praise and glorify simple manhood and
womanhood. It will teach that true success
is the triumph of character, and that trut
riches are of the heart.
. "The third perilous tendency is the grow-

ing spirit of frivolity. A brilliant British
essayist in writing a life of Browning lately
took occasion to remark that the nineteenth
century had already become incomprehensi-
ble to us because it took life so seriously ...
An age that does not take life seriously will
get little out of it. One of the greatest ser-
vices that Christianity can render to current
literature is to inspire it with a nobler ambi-
tion and lift it to a higher leveL"

I have included these practical phases
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just here because there is a possibility that
they may be crowded out of the reader's
mind by speculative thought, such as
theories of inspiration, or conceptions of
the supernatural. These are of little import
to him who values truth chiefly for its serv-
ice to man, and who finds its root in the
helpfulness of the Healer.

One must possess an honesty that sends
its roots deep into Christian love and strict
equity. He must learn to loathe all decep-
tion and tricks, all wrongs and injustice
done to his fellows, all grasping which
destroys fraternal feeling, and all hypoc-
risy. We can not conceive of Jesus as re-
quiring less. What a ·person does as actu-
ated by the motive of love he does nobly.
He must be tolerant without officiousness;
merciful without boastfulness; and gentle
like Jesus. He is in the midst of men as
needful, in many particulars, as himself,
and therefore he should not plan to get
something for nothing, whether it be wealth,
or honor, or a good name. Nothing should
be acquired which proves a detriment to
others, and that person is a rascal who
studiously trains his conscience into har-
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mony with his own base ideas.
Here is a practical field for Christian

literature to operate. Many people are
novices, in a manner. They have never
looked deeply into the matter. It seems
curious, but they may not suspect them-
selves in the wrong. They have been going
with the current, and that runs strongly.
They probaBly do not mean to be dishonest.
They conceive of themselves as merely
seeking the main chance. Such people need
instruction. They' need an enlightenment
of conscience, and our literature should b~
directed to that.

If only our literature could busy itself in
dealing with everything in its place and in
its relationship to the divine purpose, what
a glorious work it might perform for man-
kind! For God intends well by us, if we
will allow it. Goodness would not then be
at a discount. The conduct of life, in as
far as it is for right, and joy, and peace,
would be uppermost. Virtue would not
perish in the streets, for "God would cause
righteousness and praise to spring forth
before all the nations."
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