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Monday Night, August 17, 1953

The 37th Annual Session of the National Missionary Con-
vention was officially opened Monday night by the President,
Elder L. L. Dickerson.

7:30 Organ Prelude
Conventional ~ Processional

Opening Declaration-L. L. Dickerson, President
Invocation

Opening Hymn

Greetings-Local Church  Program

Special Music

Response-M. F. Mitchell

Music

The President's Address-L. L. Dickerson
Music, Announcements, Offering

Closing Hymn

Benediction

August 18, 1953 - Tuesday Morning, 8:30 A. M.
The meeting opened at the time designated with Elder L. L.
Dickerson, presiding.
Hymn: "0 For A Thousand Tongues To Sing"
Prayer by Bro. A. D. Gault of Kentucky
Song: "How Sweet The Name of Jesus"
ScriptUl;e: Matt. 20: 16-20, read by Elder L. L. Dickerson
A very inspirational message was delivered by Rev. G. W.
Roland of Concord, N. C. He spoke from the theme: "Proclaiming
Christ  Together."
Highlights:  People must stick together for the cause of God.
No man can witness God with his mouth sealed up.
All things work together for good.
Song: "I Need Thee Every Hour." Guidance of the day: L. L.
Dickerson and E. J. Dickson. Mr. Dickson introduced
the leaders for each seminar.

Mrs. Marjorie Parker assigned rooms for the various con-
ferences.

Announcements.

August 18, 1953 - Tuesday Morning, 11:30 A. M.
L. L. Dickerson - Presiding
Devotion conducted by Elder L. L. Dickerson
Announcements

Music: Junior Choir of Lockland, Ohio

Introduction  of Speaker by L. L. Dickerson

Sermon by Elder Robert Brown of Lockland, Ohio
Theme: "The Master's Help In Proclaiming the Gospel."
Prayer of Thanksgiving by Brother Pratt

Benediction - Elder Brown

Tuesday 2:00 P. M.

Minutes
The meeting was called to order by the Presiding Officers.
Prayer

Song: "Blessed Quietness'
President L. L. Dickerson asked for the reports of the States.
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Report of Elder L. L. Dickerson (See Report).
It was moved, seconded and carried that the report be re-
ceived.

Nominating Committee

C. B. Tarrence, California

R. L. Brown, Missouri

J. T. Brittenden

Mrs. Edith Richardson, Texas

Mrs. Daisy Dean, Little Rock, Ark.

Mrs. Rosa A. McCrea

A. C. Stone, Ohio

Mrs. Van Buren, Missouri

Lloyd Brown, Texas

Dr.  J. E. Walker moved that the nomination be closed until
further notice.

Rev. Charles Webb made remarks and said that every time
he has been on program in the National Convention, he was in
a hurry every place except in Cincinnati. After this statement,
he made his report. (See report)

Rev. Charles Webb asked Rev. R. L. Peoples to give report
of his work in Evangelism at the Second Christian Church, Indian-
apolis, Ind.

Highlights of the report were the following:

1. Faith to believe it can be done. Even then, we are still
in the Thomas stage. 2. Hard to get ready. 3. Visitation. Out-
side leader has your folk ready. 4. Prospect list. 5. You have to
tell them you are going to visit them. Write letters. 6. Church
is looking for them. 7. List of 200 prospects, received about 60.
The list has not been destroyed, but work continues on the list.

Bro. Dickerson thanked Bro. Webb for his wonderful report.

Bro. Arnold of Los Angeles, was introduced to the convention.

Dr. J. E. Walker made his report. (See report)

It was moved by Elder Tarrence, seconded by Rev. Mitchell,
and carried that the report be accepted.

Bro. M. R. Eppse made report on the Taylor Estate. (See report)

It was moved by Bro. Mitchell, properly seconded, and unan-
imously carried that the report be received and turned over to the
proper authorities.

The Nominating Committee was revised. It consists of the
following persons:

Mrs. Van Buren, Missouri

Mrs. Rose McCrea, New York

Sallie Vaughn

Daisy Dean, Arkansas

Edith Richardson

Lloyd Brown, Texas

A. L. Kines, South Carolina

A. C. Stone, Ohio

Thomas Griffin, Oklahoma

R. L. Brown, Missouri

C. B. Tarrence, California

Mrs. E. G. Titus of Texas, was made Chairman of the Nomi-
natink Committee.
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I?ro. R. L. Saunders, Secretary of the Convention, made his
report.

It was moved by Bro. Floyd, duly seconded and carried that
the report be accepted. ~ The President spoke complimentary  of
the services of the Secretary and said some type of compensation
should be given him

Bro. Terry asked that we provide something for the Secre-
tary. This suggestlon is to be turned over to the Recommenda-
tions Committee.

Announcements.

Benediction.

August 19, 1953 - Wednesday Morning, 8:30 A. M.
meetin was opened with devotions, led by Bro. M. F.
Mltch ﬁ 9 P Y

Inspirational  sermon: Elder S. Wilber Hylton of Roanoke, Va.

Invitation:  "There's Power In The Blood."

Elder L. L. Dickerson spoke briefly from the subject, "This
Ministry." He said our young men should be recruited, trained
and placed.

Guidance for the day: E. J. Dickson.

August 19, 1953 - Wednesday Morning, 11:30 A. M.

The meeting was opened with a hymn and prayer with Elder
M. F. Mitchell = presiding.

Announcements.

Acknowledgement  of Ministers.

Solo: Mrs. Daisy Williams of Brooklyn, N. Y.

Introduction  of Speaker: E. J. Dickson

Inskllratlonal Sermon: Bishop J. F. MclLaurin of Elizabeth-
town
Theme: "Assist Me To Proclaim The Breaking of Day"
He stressed reverence in prayer, reverence in our positions
and in the breaking of the day.

Invitational Hymn: "At The Cross."

Benediction:  Bishop J. F. McLaurin

Wednesday Afternoon, August 19, 1953

The meeting was called to order by Gene Mosley, presiding.
Song and spontaneous prayers.
Subjects presented  were:
"The Program of the Youth,” by Lois Mothershed of Little
Rock, Arkansas.
"CYF And_Year Round Program,” by Kenneth Henry of
Palestine, Texas.
é:h\ﬁF hAnd Its Relationship to the Total Program of the
A summary of the talks was given by Paul Sims of Dallas,
Texas.
Gene Mosley presented interesting books concerning the work
and duties of youth in the world today.
Solo: Miss Lois Mothershed of Little Rock, Ark. ("Bless This
House™")
Introduction  of Speaker by Gene Mosley.
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~ Address .bg Newton Fowler, one of the Youth delegates to
Third World Conference,

Mr. Lorenzo Evans presented a citation to Newton Fowler for
Meritorious work in representing the Disciples of Christ at the
Third World Conference in Travancore, India.

The Christian Men's Fellowship Forum-

Alfred Thomas, Presiding.

Hymn: "Come Thou Almighty King"

Scripture:  Romans 12th Chapter, read by Bro. Samuels
of Washington, . C.

Prayer by Bro. McWilliams of Indianapolis, Indiana.

Hymn: "Come Thou Almighty King" (Last stanza)

President Dickerson explained the purpose of the Lay-
men's League.

Alfred Thomas of Cincinnati, Ohio, elaborated on the
subject: "If | Were a Preacher." Elder J. F. Whitfield spoke
on the subject: "If | Were A Layman." Ten minutes were
alloted for comments on speakers' talks.

Report of "Christian Plea" by W. K. Fox. (See report)

Report of State Presidents. (See report)

Augu.st 18, 1953

The Initial Meeting of the National Christian Men's Fellow-
ship was opened at 30 p.m., Tuesday, with the National Presi-
dent, Bro. Alfred Thomas of Cincinnati, Ohio, presiding.

Prayer by Bro. Bowie of Washington D. C.

After prayer, each man was asked to give his name, church
and city.

The following committee chairmen were appointed: (mem-
bers to be added later) .

Nominating Committee, Bro. Charles Butler of Dayton, Ohio.

Organization and Promotion, Bro. T. W. Pratt of Dallas, Texas.

Program, Bro. E. McWilliams, Indianapolis, Ind.

Evangelism, Bro. W. C. Bowie, Washington, D. C.

Budget, Bro. A. D. Gault, Mayslick, Ky.

It was moved by Bro, McWilliams, seconded by Bro. Groves,
and passed by the Body that the President of the Christian Men's
Fellowship, also be one of the Vice Presidents of the Convention.

Bro. A. D. Gault was appointed Chairman of the' Resolutions
Committee, who in turn, appointed his committee.

The meeting was turned over to the Resource Leader, Gene
Mosley.

Wednedsay, August 19, 1953

The meeting opened with Bro. Thomas presiding.

Prayer by Bro. McWilliams of Indiana.

It was moved, seconded, and carried that the report of the
Organization and Budget Committee be received. The report of
the Nominating Committee was read.

It was moved, seconded and carried that the report of the
Nominating Committee be sent to the National Nominating Com,
mittee of the General Convention.

There was a discussion held on the area project. It was mov,
ed, seconded and carried that the area project be tried out for
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one year.

It was moved, seconded and carried that the President and
Secretary  select the men for the area project leaders.

Closing Prayer - Bro. A. D. Gault.

MINUTES - AUGUST 19. 1953
Wednesday Evening. 7:30 P. M.

M. F. Mitchell. Presiding

Devotionals.

Introduction ~ of Speaker by C. H. Webb.

Song: "Let The Lower Lights Be Burning".

Address:  Willard M. Wickizer.  The subject of Mr. Wickizer's
address was, "Visitation Evangelism".

Some of the highlights of his address were the following:

1. Lots of people in local churches give all sort of excuses
when asked to go out on Vvisitations.

2. We go out on visitations under the commission of Christ.

3. The growth of the church is not governed by the attend-
ance we have on Sunday morning.

4. If sinners don't come to church to hear the gospel, it is
our duty to take the gospel out to them.

5. We send out groups on visitations, two by two in order to
strengthen  our program  spiritually.

6. We are to go out and proclaim "The kingdom of God is
nigh unto you".

Solo: Mrs. Patterson.

Remarks by T. W. Pratt concerning the services rendered
the convention by Dr. Willard Wickizer.

Remarks and presentation by Elder C. L. Parks to Dr. Wick-
izer a Certificate of AppreciatlOn. Acceptance by Dr. -Wickizer.

The presiding officer, M. F. Mitchell, acknowledged the pres-
ence of our former President, Dr. B. T. Hunt.

Solo: Lena Harris.

Solo: Julia Mae Ramsey.

Sermon: Thomas J. Griffin of Oklahoma City, Okla. His
subject was, "The Gospel".

Some of the highlights:

1. The Gospel of Jesus Christ speaks to every area of our life.

2. The world is crooked because the people in it are crooked.

3. We have not learned to walk the earth like men.

4. The trouble with the world is moral. We need to start at
the bottom and work up instead of starting at the top and work-
ing down.

5. God in people make them great.

Invitation Hymn: "Just As | Am".

Announcements.

President  Dickerson appointed the following on the Resolu-
tions Committee: C. B. Tarrence, California; E. K. Burton, Mis-
souri; Dora Gaskins, Virginia; A. D. Gault, Kentucky; A. J. Sam-
uels, Washington, D. C.

Remarks by Former President, Dr. B. T. Hunt.

Benediction:  Thomas J. Griffin.

Thursday. August 20. 1953
Meeting opened with President Thomas, presiding.
Prayer: Bro. Sherman Hunt, Columbus, Ohio.
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Minutes of the previous meetings were read and received.

Bro. Thomas discussed the banquet which is to be held Sat-
urday night, August 22.

Bro. Webb discussed the theme of the year, "Evangelism" and
the important part the laymen of the church play in it.

Closing prayer: Bro. McDuffey.

Friday, August 21, 1953
Meeting opened with President Thomas presiding.
Prayer by Bro. William H. Elster.
Minutes of previous meeting read and received.
The leaders of the Area Projects were named:
Area | Bro. Buford Hall, Kentucky
Area |l Robert Pugh
Area IlIl Amos Artis
Area IV Bro. R. L. Groves
Area V Dr. A. Thomas King
Area VI Bro. T. W. Pratt
Area VII Bro. J. T. Chandler
Area VIII-Bro. H. Wiley
It was moved and seconded that should the Area Leader de-
cline, the area should substitute the name of someone else in his
place. The motion was amended to say that in the event the
Area Leader declined, the President, Bro. Thomas, will have the
power to select someone in his place.
It was moved, seconded, and carried that all states have dis-
tricts and be apportioned. Each state is apportioned $6.00.

Nat'l Advisory Com.
L. L. Dickerson
Emmett Dickerson
C. H. Webb .
William  McKiney
Alfred Thomas, President
William Owens, Secretary

Members at Large
J. T. Chandler
A. C. Stone
Dr. H. Thomas King
It was moved, seconded and carried that all officers of the
Christian Men's Fellowship be given a standing vote of thanks.

Thursday

The annual day set aside as Christian Women's Fellowship
day opened at 7:30 A.M., with a beautiful candlelight service co'
ducted by Mrs. A. L. Martin of Illinois. This Sacrificial Service
is one of the highlights of the convention. Offering, $16.85.

The 8:30 worship period was opened with Mrs. B. A. Holmes
presiding. Devotions conducted by Mrs. Lorraine Grove. Scrip-
ture, Matt. 5, read by Mrs. Holmes. Solo, "Help Me All The Way,"
by Mrs. Brown. Introduction of Speaker, Mrs. M. E. Lee. Mrs.
H. Marcetta Smith brought a very inspirational message on the
theme, using as a subject, "Assist me to be merciful'. High points
were: (1) Believe and build on the New Testament; (2) Be a Sales-
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man for Christ in every walk of life; (3) Reach out to all men by
being merciful; (4) Pray daily for guid2.nce and use your talents
for God's service. Mrs. Holmes thanked Mrs. Smith for this great
message and stated that "You can't lead where you don't go and
can't teach what you don't know. Guidance for the Day - Elder
L. L. Dickerson, "Needs of the Ministry".

The afternoon  worship was called to order by Mrs. B. A.
Holmes.  Meditations led by Mrs. Rubena Fox, Missouri. Solo,
Mrs. Geneva Griffin, Oklahoma. The report of the National Di,
rector, Miss Jackson, was passed out to all present. Miss Jack,
son then conducted a forum on the theme, "Assist me to Proclaim”,
Missionary Education through Worship, Service and Study. Lead-
ers were Mrs. Grove, Mrs. Saunders and Mrs. Webb. Song, "Pass
Me Not". Mrs. Holmes introduced the State President and ex-
pressed regret that time had run out and they would be unable
to give their reports. Recognition was given to the new people
attending and also to the delegates attending largest number of
conventions. Report of Social Action Committee. (See report)

The evening session opened with worship service led by Mrs.
Dietsy Gray, Missouri. Solo, Mrs. Marjorie Parker. Presenta-
tion of Speaker, Mrs. B. A. Holmes. Mrs. Rosa Page Welch gave
a travelouge of her trip around the world under sponsorship of
the Church Women of America. The great needs out on the mis-
sion fields around the world were recounted by her. Especially
stressed were the hunger of the far east and the need of clothing
in Africa. Mrs. Welch kept the audience ever aware of the many
things that we as Church people have forgotten to share. Pre-
sentations of a Scroll of Achievement from the National Con-
vention was given by Mrs. Buckner, an inscribed C.W.F. meda-
lion of honor by Miss Margaret Lee. Solo, Miss Lois Mother-
shed. Presentation of National Project ($3000.00) to African
Relief by Mrs. J. E. Walker, acceptance by Mrs. Buckner. Pre-
sentation of Loving Cup to the West Paseo C.W.F. of Kansas City,
Mo., by Miss A. B. Jackson. Remarks by Mrs. Holmes.  Pre-
sentation to Taylor House ($100.00) from the Ohio C.W.F. Schol-
arship Fund by Mrs. H. M. Smith, acceptance by Elder Webb. The
Consecrated offering service was conducted by Mrs. E. G. Titus.
Offering, $220.00. Announcements, Fellowship,  Benediction.

MINUTE.S OF THE MINISTER'S FELLOWSHIP

Tuesday Morning Devotions were led by Elder Jefferies of Ala-
bama. E~der F. T. Floyd presented Elder C. H. Webb, who in turn
introduced Mr. Wickizer, who was the resource Leader.

Mr. Wickizer emphasized the Long Range Program of our
Brotherhood .. In which 1953-54 the emphasis will be upon "Year of
Evangelism." .He discussed the Long Range Program on Evangel-
ism and discussed the Use of the Manuel of Evangelism which is
put out by our Brotherhood.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, Mr. Wickizer emphasized the Local
Church Program.

THURSDAY MORNING, the emph,asis was placed on "Out-
reach.” He also emphasized "Witnessing with our Lives" and "At-
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tractive Church Buildings." Make Evangelism normal and natural
not Theological arguments. Warmth of Fellowship draws people.
Sunday School with Trained Teachers and adequate facilities.

Mr. Wickizer further advised, not to prune our Church list.
Get prospects for Evangelism. Make an Evangelist Prospect Roll.
Train your Callers before sending them out. Make sure that visi,
tors have tools, or some literature, then comes Membership Culti-
vation.

The Second Hour of Workshop was conducted by Dr. Crain.
Head of the Social Welfare Department of our Brotherhood. He
I~d us in a Group discussion on the Subject, "The Church Effect-
iveness in the World." Test of truth is whether its work is Uni-
versal.  The thought of the Church is to win the Individual. Use
its ir:fuence. There is no agency that has the influence that the
Church has, if it knows how to use it. Not always criticizing. If
the Kingdom of God exist at all, it exists now, (in part at least).

Wealth is well being-money included yes, it is a good thing.
The Three things the Church should advocate:

1. Christian  Education should be in Public Schools. Bible

should be read.

2. Courageous Adventures Leaders in Race Relationship.

3. Encourage these people to measure up to their Worthliness

and observe World Order Sunday, Freedom and Democracy
Sunday, Citizenship Sunday and Interracial Sunday.

BUSINESS SESSION FRIDAY MORNING: The Minister's who
are to appear on National Convention programs as following:

1. All who have supported Convention for at least five years.

2. Those who have never been on Program. .

3. Those who have been on Program in last five years.

Recommendations voted on and passed.

There were Seventy-four  Ministers registered as Members of
the Ministers' Fellowship.

Officers for the ensuing year are:

F. T. Floyd, Kentucky - President
A. J. Compton, Sr., Ohio - Vice-Prisident
L. F. Sledge, Tennessee - Secretary

Friday Morning

7:00 A. M. Breakfast
Mrs. Edith W. Bristow, Presiding

8:30 A. M. Worship and Inspirational  Address

9:00 A. M. Guidance for the Day - L. L. Dickerson
9:20 A. M. National Convention Workshop

11:20 A. M. Music and Prayer

11:30 A. M. Sermon and Invitation - C. L. Whitfield
Adjournment

Friday Afternoon

12:15 Lunch
Mrs. Edith W. Bristow, Presiding
2:00 P. M. Worship
2:10 P. M. Asist Me To Proclaim, CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
11



Lorenzo' J. Evans, Director
Commission - Mrs. Bessie Rey
Conference Program - Mrs. E. G. Starling
Chi-Rho Camp - Miss Pauline Staples
Superintendent's Retreat
Stewardship - A. C. Stone
Summary - Lorenzo J. Evans

3:10 P. M. Usher's Fellowship Union - Order in Worship
Miss Ruby Ramsey, President

4:10 P. M. General Business

5:20 P. M. Adjournment

5:30 P. M. Dinner

Friday Evening

Mrs. Edith W. Bristow, Presiding
7:30 P. M. Worship

7:45 P. M. Address - Kenneth Henry
8:15 P. M. Oratorical Contest
Offering

Presentation  of Awards

Announcements, Benediction

MINISTER'S WIVES RECEPTION - Mrs. W. K. Fox,
President.

Resoiution and Announcements

Saturday Morning
7:00 A. M. Breakfast
L. L. Dickerson, Presiding
8:30 A. M. Hymn and Prayer
8:45 A. M. Business and Reports
Report of Nominating Committee (see Report)
11:30 A. M. Report of Necrology Committee
Memorial Service
Sermon - R. H. Peoples

Saturday Afternoon

12:30 P. M. Lunch
2:00 P. M. Outing. To The Natural Bridge

Saturday Evening
6:00 P. M. Christian Men's Banquet

Sunday Morning

8:00 A. M. Breakfast
9:30 A. M.National Convention Church School - Mrs. Edith
W. Bristow, Mrs. Frances Hancock, Local Supt.
11:00 A. M. Morning Worship - Melvin C. Dickson, Presiding
Organ Prelude - The Organist
Processional - "The Church's One Foundation"
Call To Worship
Invocation
Chant
Opening Hymn
Scripture - W. J. Majors
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Prayer

Congregational Hymn

Local Church Announcements - Mrs. D. D. Witten,
Church  Clerk.

General Convention Offering and Offertory
Benevolence Offering for Aged Ministers and Widows
Special Music - Meditation

Sermon - L. L. Dickerson
Hymn of Invitation
Convention Communion Service - Elders and Deacons

Benediction and Convention Adjournment-L. L. Dickerson
Organ Postlude

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL AWARDS

The Committee on Special Awards was appointed by the Presi-
dent, L. L. Dickerson.

.. The following Individuals were awarded Citations for mer-
itorious Christian = Service:

KENNETH HENRY, and NEWTON FOWLER, in the field
of Youth Leadership. Delegates to the Third World Conference
of Youth in Travencore, India, 1952.

DR. ISAAC HATHA WAY, in the field of Art and Ceramics.
Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, Alabama.

DR. ROSA PAGE WELCH, Ambassador of Good-will in the
field of Human Relation.

DR. WILLARD M. WICKIZER, and DR. JAMES A. CRAIN,
for creative Churchmanship.

ATTORNEY JESSIE D. LOCKER, recently appointed Am-

bassador to Liberia.
. The recipients of these awards were all members of the
Disciples of Christ.

Committee:

T. W. Pratt, Texas

John Compton, Jr., Ohio

J. E. Walker, Tennessee

E. J. Dickerson, Indiana

D. Ervin Sheets, Indiana

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE

L. L. Dickerson, President

M. F. Mitchell, 1st Vice,President and Vice-President of all De-
partments.

Mrs. Berniece Holmes, 2nd Vice-President and Presiding Officer
of Missionary Education and C. W. F. Department.

Gene Mosley, 4th Vice-President and Presiding Officer of Christ-
ian Youth Fellowship and Youth Work.

Alfred Thomas, 5th Vice-President anp. Presiding Officer of the
Laymen's  Work.
R. L. Saunders, Secretary.
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Dr. J. E. Walker, Treasurer.
1. Q. Hurdle, Parliamentarian.

Asistant Secretaries:

Osceola Dawson e Paducah, Kentucky
Marcetta Smith _. . . e - .__Cincinnati, Ohio
ueen Ester Jackson e Montgomeg, Alabama
dward Owens --_. . . ayton, Ohio

Board Members

George Frazier ~ Kentucky
Thomas J. Griffin . L .._. Oklahoma
R. L. Jordan ----- Michigan
S. S. Myers _. . ..._ Missouri
R. H. Peoples ._._ Indiana
C. B. Tarrence California
R. Westley Watson Missouri
Paul S. Sims . . e . Texas
A. 1. Terrell . . . . . N. Carolina

Youth Advisors
Paul S. Sims - Charles Sherman

Ushers
Mrs. Ruby Ramsey, President
Mrs. Daisey .Williams, 1st Vice-President
Mrs. Emma Edkins, 2nd Vice-President
Mrs. Clara Bush, 3rd Vice-President
Mrs. Emily Robinson, Secretary
Mrs. Francis Thomas, Assistant Secretary
Mr. George C. Penn, Treasurer
Mrs. Heneritta Bell, Chaplain

Minister's Wives Fellowship
Mrs. W. K. Fox, President
Mrs. Thomas Courts, Vice,President
Mrs. Charles Webb, Secretary
Mrs. John Compton, Correspondent  Secretary
Mrs. L. L. Dickerson, Financial Secretary
Mrs. Vera Pierson, Treasurer

EXECUTIVE STATEMENT

To the members of the National Board, and Delegates to the
37th Annual National Christian Missionary Convention.

Greetings: We are truly grateful to our heavenly Father for
the privilege of meeting in another annual session of this con-
vention. Many and varied have been our experiences during the
past year, but God has been merciful, we have been blessed and
our churches have made progress.

I am deeply grateful for the honor that was conferred upon
me in Los Angeles, and for the privilege of serving our Brother-
hood as president of this convention. The officers of the con-
vention have labored diligently to keep the National Convention,
its program and the causes it represents alive in the hearts and
minds of the people.
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The Staff under the able leadership of Elder E. J. Dickson,
and ably assisted by Elder C. H. Webb, Elder L. J. Evans, Miss
Annabelle Jackson and Mrs. Marjorie Parker have rendered in,
valuable services to the churches. Elder W. K. Fox, recently
elected editor ,of the Christian Plea, is doing a magnificent job,
the plea has improved in every respect. Weare truly grateful
to Dr. Cramblett and the Christian Board of Publication for the
very great assistance they are giving to the Plea.

The sales promotion project for Greenwood cemetery has
been put in operation. Prof. Eppse, the Manager of the Taylor

estate continues to serve well. Additional information concern,
ing the operation of the Taylor Estate will be given at another
time. | want to express my sincere thanks to all of the officers

of the Convention, The Trustees, the Members of the National
Board, the Pastors and officials of our churcllts, for the counsel,
encouragement and cooperation they have given.

During the year | have traveled more than 16,000 miles. At-
tended two meetings of the Trustees and one conference with the
Staff in Indianapolis. Attended meeting of the Commission on
Christian Education in Indianapolis. Attended two meetings of
the Kentucky Christian Laymen's League as their guest speaker.
Conducted a revival in Kansas City, Kans. Visited churches in
Lexington, Ky., Dayton and Cincinnati, Ohio, and Chicago, Ill,
where | delivered the Dedication sermon for the new Park Manor
Christian Church Elder R. H. Davis, pastor. | attended the Pied-
mont District Board Meeting, The General Assembly of the Dis-
ciples of Christ of Eastern N. C. Attended Kentucky and Ohio
State Conventions. Attended International Convention at Port-
land, ore. Worote 200 letters, five (5) articles for the Christian
Plea, made nine (9) long distance calls and sent 11 telegrams, and
delivered 18 sermons and addresses.

Respectfully submitted
L. L. Dickerson

REPORT OF THE SECOND VICE- PRESIDENT
Mrs. Berniece Holmes

It is time to sum up our efforts for another year's work and
measure our progress by what we have actually accomplished.
The call to service is stronger than ever before as we face a world
of war and unrest. The problems of the world were created by
man and man must find himself by applying the teachings of
Jesus to life's problems in order to solve them. As we attempt
to plan for the work of the year, it is necessary to check our re-
sources. The strongest need is for Christian people with time and
talent to serve the local church. We can not say too much or urge
too strongly the need for trained leadership in all departments
of our church work; the need to know the church, and its work,
and to know how to get it across to the local church people so it
will create interest and make the membership conscious of the
fact that the missionary task is the whole task aijid it is by no
means a job to be taken lightly. It is a great responsibility that
must be carried out. The National Christian Missionary Con-
vention c;:.nnot exist without the local churches of our brother-
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hood, therefore, it must lend assistance at all times to the local
church. When. the National Christian Missionary  Convention
fails at this point, it is not feeding the roots of the tree that it
hopes to bear the fruit of Christian service.

There is a different need for closer fellowship of large city
churches and churches in smaller communities. It is the smaller
church we are losing. They are falling for many reasons - no
evangelistic  program that touches them, no minister to pastor
the small church, no stimulation of educational program, and the
saddest of all, we are losing them to other church groups because
we have not provided the means to hold them - no men and no
money. We will lose ground as long as these conditions exist.
The problem should be studied and steps should be taken to
change these conditions. The local churches are looking to the
National Christian Missionary Convention for leadership, expert
program planning, and exemplary working methods for extend-
ing the Kingdom. The National Christian Missionary Convention
can never rise above the local church, therefore, it must see to it
that the local churches are kept strong with information and in-
spiration.

We have visited with churches in Texas, Kansas, Missouri,
and Oklahoma in the last twelve months. We are happy to re-
port that the areas touched are moving forward. | assisted Miss
Anna B. Jackson in two Christian Women's Fellowship Insti-
tutes in Oklahoma and Kansas. We feel that a great amount of
good can come out of these meetings and each state should set
aside some money for the continuation of this program. Church
women are carrying burdens of missions for our churches, there-
fore, we feel that they should know what is happening around
the world in the field of missions and become conscious of the
great responsibility

.As we extend the program of Missionary Education, we will
build stronger churches and a greater National Christian Mis-
sionary  Convention. A conference with the women of Dallas
showed us how anxious our women are to accept and carry out
the plans and work of Christian Women's Fellowship.

It was most gratifying to note the interest and effort our
women put into Woman's Day services in which | participated
in Boll Street Church, Dallas, Texas and Eighth Street Church
of Kansas City, Kansas.

| have attended two trustee meetings since our last annual
session of the Convention. | also attended a meeting with the
International Convention officers in Indianapolis, Indiana for the
purpose of discussing the National Christian Missionary Con-
vention application for membership. There were many angles
of discussions, but the greatest factor in the end was the question
of real Christianity which had to be faced. We appreciated the
fine spirit of Brotherhood that some of the leaders expressed.

The National Christian Missionary  Convention is continu,
ing its program of expansion and facing new challenges which
most urgently call for more workers and an increase in financial
assistance. We' must look forward to putting new interest into
our National Christian Missionary Convention program and we
must pay the cost. New people to give National Convention a
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broader view of w()rld problems would help us fit into all phases
of worth while community life. We must look around for the best
wc can get and we must pay the cost.

The churches in our brotherhood can help our mission schools
and the schools can help the churches, but there must also be a
Board, the Pastors and officials of our churches, for the counsel,
evangelistic program that touches them-no minister to pastor
spirit of brotherhood. Our schools can give us leadership if our
churches will give them the youth to train. School faculty and
church leaders should work together and build a closer relation,
ship. The National Christian Missionary Convention and school
faculty must join hands in the effort to build stronger churches.
We are dependent on each other in making our contribution to
world needs.

In closing let me say that the National Christian Missionary
Convention must take inventory of its own activities; too long
there has been a feeling that this belongs to the men or that is
the women's problem, or the youth should do that. If the re-
organization of the National Convention in 1947 was to unite us
into one great convention we should accept that and move in an
honest direction toward one goal - no more sex lines or organ-
izational lines but one cause and one goal. Leaders can not hide
behind poor alibis to keep from supporting the whole Disciple
program.  Let us as Christians wake up now to accept our re-
sponsibilities and move forward as an army of God's, holding a
torch that will light the world with truth.

REPORT TO THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN
MISSIONARY  OONVENTION
Dear Fellow,Christian  Workers:

In the past year | have thought much about the>vast amount
of work to be done by our churches. EVERY member is need-
ed in this task. The minister's job extends through the entire
week if his perspective is clear and definite. A well-informed
laity completes the picture.

Nothing is gained in confusion; it's better to be thoughtful-
patient and calm. Things will straighten out in time. Surely
each of us has seen many people, like Haman, fall in the ditch
they dug for others. Our one endeavor is to do right at all cost.

All persons should have a conviction; should take a stand -
then they will not be swayed, like blades of grass, by every breeze.
"Be still"; listen to everyone; ask questions if necessary; then
consider the evidences and arrive at a sane solution.

Our churches are asked to financially support the con-
vention - this is right - and yet finance is only a portion of
the total program. Let's push the entire cycle of missions, Christ-
ian education, evangelism and finance. Too often finance is push-
ed at the expense of the rest of the program. The program of our
church is captivating and will make our churches grow when we
understand and organize working groups within the congrega-
tion.

| have attended meetings in Cincinnati and Indianapolis, had
conferences with Elder Evans, our national worker, sent out let-
ters to superintendents and state Bible School presidents, spoken
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for the convention (wherever | have been) when given the op-
portunity by our ministers, helped conduct superintendents re-
treat and youth conference in Kentucky, met state board and dis-
trict meetings in Kentucky at least once during the year.

I'd like to attend other state and district conventions to see
how the work is progressing. | know that more attention should
be paid to our reports and church records. We need to use more
business tactics in our church life.

Each of us should realize that there is much yet to lea:t:n no
one knows it all; learn to respect other's view point and yet re-
main friendly. When this is done our theme, "Assist Me to Pro,
claim,"” wil have been carried out.

Respectfully  submitted,
Edith W. Bristow, Third Vice-President

REPORT o,F THE PRESIDENT
OF CHRISTIAN MEN'S FELLOWSHIP

Mr. President, members of the National Christian Missionary
Convention and friends:

There has been many extenuating reasons and circumstances
for the belated efforts and inactivity of the Christian Men's Fel-
lowship in our churches. | need not take the time to dwell upon
the past.

Today, as | submit this report, I am very happy to say to you
that | feel the utmost confidence in the growth of the Christian
Men's Fellowship. | am indeed grateful for the manifestations
of faith, | have witnessed, by the support and cooperation that |
have received from the Executive Secretary, Department of Men's
.Work - United Christian Missionary Society; President, Nation-
al Christian Missionary Convention, Executive Secretary, Trustees,
Treasurer, Director of Church Development and Evangelism, Of-
fice Secretary and the response of State officers, ministers and
laymen, has been most encouraging.

This spirit of unheralded co-ordination and interest is the
stimulant and assurance, that precedes and previews our greatest
hopes for the. return of the laymen to the task of undergirding
the whole program of the church.

The seven point goals and laymen's retreat were approved
by the Trustee Board. The program presented is as follows:

1. A layman field staff worker for evangelistic training pro-
gram developed by the states and an organizational pro-
motion program  within the states to enlist all local
churches.

2. A national apportionment of ten dollars for each state
organization and local group.

3. Participation in the Taylor Memorial Fellowship House
through a Library Project Fund.

4. A plea for special gifts from each local group and from
individuals.

5. The annual Christian Men's Fellowship Banquet at the
National Convention annual session.

The awarding of a Fellowship Trophy Cup to the local
church, with the largest layman attendance at the ban-
18



quet, the host church excluded. The local group receiv,
ing the award may hold the cup one year. Any local
group receiving the Trophy three times may Keep it
permanently.

6. The insignia pin of the National Christian Missionary
Convention CMF is available to applicants at this can,
vention. Every layman is requested to apply for a pin.

7. All local groups have been asked to have photographs
taken for exhibition at their state conventions then later
at the National Convention.

_ We have circulated a form letter to all state presidents re-
lating our plan to establish and develop ten permanent area con-
ferences for the laymen of the brotherhood in the United States.
We are introducing this plan of area conferences to reduce the
expense of travel involved in holding a Na~ional Fellowship Re-
treat in a single city or place.

_Each conference is expected to send a representative to the
National Layman Advisory C<Juncibf the National Christian Men's
Fellowship.

We held the first retreat of the Mid-West Conference (Ohio,
Kentucky, Indiana, and lllinois) on June 13th and 14th at Wehr-
man Avenue Christian Church, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Recommendation:

That the National Christian Men's Fellowship of the Nation-
al Christian Missionary Convention recommend that the consti-
tution of the Convention be amended to inclcde the Christian
Men's FellowshiP_ as a full department of the Convention with
the status of a fifth vice-presidency.

FINANCIAL REPORT
March 10, to June 15, 1953

RECEIPTS:
NCMC Treasurer ----------- $100.00
Mid-West Retreat-Food, _Equipment 88.32
Wm. H. McKinney Donation 20.00
Dayton, Ohio Summit Avenue Church 50.00

(Special Gift)

DISBURSEMENTS:

~f~~U~X~i~~ts--i=i=nnn~n o : : <
Fellowship Trophy Cup -------- - - 29.60

Mid-West Retreat-Food, E9.uipment
National Insignia, Die And Flve Buttons , 48.69

".Dotal $207.79
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ANNUAL REPORT OF NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF
THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN  MISSIONARY TO THE
NATIONAL FRATERNAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, U. S. A

Mr. Chairman:

This marks the 7th P/ear of our participation in the activities
of the National Fraternal Council of Churches, U.S.A., Inc. Since
1947 when the National Christian Missionary Convention accept-
ed membership in _the Council, this organization has made con-
siderable progress in the area of interdenominational cooperation
and Christian fellowship.

Prior to 1945,when the Disciples became active in the affairs
of the Council on the local level through the Washington Bureau,
there were only five religious communions actively paI’tICIEatlr]g;
these were the A.M.E. Church General Conference, A.M.E. Zion
Church General Conference, C.M.E. Church General Conference,
the Methodist Church, Central Jurisdiction, and the National Bap-
tist Convention, Inc. Since 1945however, six more communions,
including the Disciples of Christ, have become active partici-
pants on_the national level thus giving the organization greater
democratic balance.

During this,period of membership expansion the headquarters
were moved from Wilberforce, Ohio, to Washington, D. C., where
there was already a bureau in operation through which affairs and
situations affecting the general welfare of our group were channel,
ed. So it became necessary to purchase a building for headquar,
ters because'of this larger outreach of the Council.

After the purchase of headquarters in Washington, in 1948, it
became necessary for individuals interested in the promotion of
this new program to pledge their communions to help assume the
financial obligation thus incurred on a voluntary basis. Your
representative pledged $500.00for the National Convention. And
in 1949convention we agreed to pay as much as possible each year
on the amount until paid. This was broken down to allow some
Hall of Fame, some for the float at the Presidential Inaugural
ceremonies in 1949,and $25.00for annual dues, with the balance
to be applied to the building indebtiness.

But in 1950 the Council employed a national field worker
and organizer at an annual salary of $3600in addition to carry-
|n% on its activities already in operation which included paying
off salary obligations to two former executive secretaries and a
former bureau director. This necessitated the splitting of funds
allocated by the different communions. Some were rather insist-
ent on paYlng the former secretaries and director, while others
were equally as insistent on paying the indebtiness on the prop-
erty and the field worker whose salary had to be paid then each
month. Your representative decided with the latter group. This
occasioned paying money on the field worker's salary direct with-
out it passing through the executive secretary's office. But, as
unpleasant as this situation was, it was the only course to follow
in view of the financially embarrasing experiences our field secre-
tlaégzhad both prior to and after her services were discontinued in

The problem arising from the discontinuation of the services
of tre field worker was solved at the Detroit, Michigan Executive
Board meeting at which Rev.ZOR. L. Jordan was uur representa-



tive, in April, 1953, by consent of the field worker to allow about
$2000.00 of her claim of $3000.00 to be credited to sources of re-
ceipt of funds in the manner we described above.
As of July 3, 1953, the financial statement of the Washing-
ton Bureau was:
Receipts from rents (year ending June 30, 1953).......$1832.00
Receipts from memberships and contributions 3820.54

Total receipts for period indicated . $5652.54

In monthly meeting of July 3, 1953, the treasurer reported
payment in full of the note made in December, 1949 with the
Hamilton National Bank of Washington, D. C., in the sum of
$2000.00. The treasurer also reported having met all monthly
notes of $100.00 each to the building indebtiness and that all cur-
rent bills were paid; that the trust had been reduced to $8000.00;
that a net balance of $537.27 was on hand.

On June 25,'1953, a fire of unknown origin developed in the
headquarters  building causing serious injuries to one tenant and
property damage of about $4000.00 which was covered by insur-
ance. The insurance company has inspected the damaged por-
tions and has agreed to pay for repairs. A contract was signed
by the bureau commission with a local contractor to repair the
damage at a cost of $3850.00, the lowest bidder out of three.

Our contribution in 1952 was $50.00. In the Detroit meeting
the Executive Board voted to form a budgetary committee which
would meet June 3, 1953 in Washington, D. C., to work out a budg-
etary scale for apportioning each member organization a given
amount to pay each year toward an expansion program calling for
$20,000.00 per year. This program contemplates obtaining more
and better equipment for the bureau office, a field worker, a full
time bureau director, and a quarterly journal to be published at
Hot Springs, Arkansas. Of this annual sum the Disciples are ask-
ed to raise $250.00.

We feel that the National Fraternal Council of Churches,
U.S.A., Inc., has earned through hard experience the support and
goodwill of our people on the national as well as the local level
and | recommend our continued membership and financial sup-
port of this movement which is endeavoring to show by action
that Christian unity, although far from having been accomplish-
ed in fact, can be achieved if we are willing to exercise faith, tol,
erance, understanding and cooperation.

RECOMMENDATION:

That $250.00 be allocated to the National Fraternal Council
of Churches, U.S.A., Inc., which will include membership fee and
program  fund.

J. F. Whitfield, Representative
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REPORT TO THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN
MISSIONARY CQNVENTION
Miss Anna B. Jackson, Director

President Dickerson, members of the National Board, officers,
members and friends of the 37th annual session of the National
Christian Missionary Convention, GREETINGS! It is with a great
deal of pleasure and pride that | give account of the accomplish-
ments of the women of our brotherhood through the Christian
Women's Fellowships. I make this report with much more confi-
dence, that the task to which we have been assigned might be
completed through the efforts of all of us, than | did two years
previously. Since | have been in the work | have seen organiza-
tions that were inactive come to life, some small groups have be-
come larger. | have seen genuine fellowship among our women.
This can not be attributed to anyone person or cause, but it stems
from the fact that women have caught the vision and have a gen-
uine concern for the work of missions so much so that the spirit
is contageous and has spread like wild fire across the brotherhood.

Office Work

Because of the great request for literature, information and
other problems, the work in the office has been quite demanding
since the last convention in session. Immediately upon my return
from the Convention in California, the Unified Promotion goals
were set anq mailed to eallh local church. New yearly report
blanks were formed for our women's work and the same mailed
to state presidents for distribution. This as one in addition to all
of the other regular office duties.

Field Service

Quite a bit of travel was done in the interest of the work
whereby | had the opportunity of visiting many of the churches
of our brotherhood.

On October 3, 1952 | visited the Monroe Avenue Christian
Church in Columbus, Ohio. The women are still working under
the name of a missionary council but are doing a fine job. It is
our hope that they too will soon join us as a Christian Women's
Fellowship.

Later on in the same month | worshipped with the congre-
gation at Twelfth Street Church in Washington, D. C. The C.W.F.
there is working very closely with Mrs. Slusher, who is serving
as State Secretary. The women are well intergrated into the local
as well as the State program. Many fine reports have come to me
in regards to the work there.

It was a pleasure for me to work with Mrs. Chloe Kelly in a
local church institute held at Cedar Christian Church, Cleveland,
Ohio, December 12-14.

| was principal speaker at the Gay-Lea Church in Nashville,
Tennessee on February 6, 1953. The group is very eager to pro-
mote the work of missions there. The afternoon was spent giv-
ing detailed information about the work. The questions asked
were greatly appreciated. -



On March 22, | spoke at the United Church in Detroit, Mich.,
winning my first convert for Christ. Words can not describ~ the
feeling of happiness that came over me. | can only re-dedlcate
my life and consecrate my efforts that His will might be done.

One of the best meetings that | have had was with the fel-
lowship at Indiana Avenue Church in Chicago. The group was
small but all of the women were highly interested in the work.
I really believe they can do great things with the work there.

Convention

I was present in the Washington Norfolk Assembly October
7-10. | have never seen such a group of people who are so deeply
rooted in their beliefs and doctrines. I sensed my mission Im-
mediately, that of giving the women especially, the picture of
world wide missions. They support home missions magnificent-
ly, but little or no stress is placed on missions abroad. It will take
time for them to reach the place where giving for world wide mis~
sions will seem natural to them.

Alabama

The Alabama Convention convened October 24 at Oxmoor,
Alabama. The leaders there are looking ahead always for better
and greater work. The entire years work was scheduled in a
planning session held during the convention. Since then, one of
the most faithful workers has died, Mrs. Mary O. Elmore.

Kentucky

The convention met in Mt. Sterling, Kentucky with the larg,
est -attendance in years. Plans w,ere made for purchasing prop-
erty, as a step forward in growth. The work of mis~ions has tak-
en on a new high under the capable leadership of Mrs. T. R. Ever-
ett. AU groups met their state goals.

Kansas

At the Kansas Convention this year, which met at Kansas
Technical Institute, we introduced the institute plan to the wom-
en. They were thrilled because it gave them an opportunity to
seek answers to their problems, etc. On a whole it was the best
gathering that Kansas has ever had.

Ohio

The Ohio Convention met at Xenia, Ohio, July 27-August 2.
Though small in size, much work was accomplished.  All commit-
tees which were appointed at last years convention, met prior to
the beginning of the welcome program that evening of the first
day. This gave all committee members a chance to be in all of
the other busi~ess sessions. The State of Ohio is one among the
few who have groups actually following through on the C.W.F.
organizational set up. Not just in name only. It is our highest
aim to have all groups functioning as a true C.W.F.

| regret the fact that | was unable to attend the International
Convention in Portland, Oregon.
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Christian Women's Fellowship Institutes

Eight of the state meetings for C.W.F. leaders have been held
since our last convention. (Exhibit A) | can say, generally, that it
was through such conferences that we have been able to find our
strongest and weakest points in our state work which naturally
affects our national work. Many of the states have voted that
the Institutes become an annual affair.

Youih Meet and Conferences

I worked in the Ohio Youth Meet which was held at the Wehr,
man Avenue Church. There was a fine group of young people
present and the churches were well represented. Mr. Eli Wilbert
was in charge.

I served in two young peoples conferences this year-Cen-
tral and Mid-West. The theme chosen by our youth certainly
gives a challenge to us as adults. FORGET THYSELF AND FOL-
LOW ME.

CommiUee Meetings

| have tried as nearly as possible to attend all committee
meetings and did attend the following:
Field Sta:Pf- Mitchell, Indiana, February 24-Ma~-ch2

Board of Review - Indianapolis, Indiana, March 3-5
National Convention Program  Committee - Indianapolis,
Indiana, April 15 .
Board of Trustees - Indianapolis, December  16-17, 1952,
April 16, 1953

Central Committee - May 13-17, 1953, January 12-17, 1953
Children's Work - St. Louis, Missouri, November 28, 1952
Planning Commission - Indianapolis, Ind., November 28, 195~

National Project

This :-ear our national project is money for Africa. Some
money h;ls been sent already but for the most part it was to )lave
been brought to this convention. We are hoping for a subs~ant,
ial gift, which represents thE' giving over and above the regular
offering of our societif's.

Looking Ahead

As we look into the future we see many tasks that calls our
attention. This year we will strive to reach every state through
local visits, conferences, conventions and correspondence in order
that we may be able to ever proclaim missions.
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REPORT OF THE EDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN PLEA
To The
National Christian Missionary Convention
(Period of January, 1953 . August, 1953)

PHILOSOPHY OF WORK: The objective for the general man-
agement of The Christian Plea is the development of our journal
into a respected influence for good throughout the total brother-
hood.

We are attempting to realize our major objective by making
The Christian Plea a channel for promoting

1. National Christian  Missionary = Convention

2. A high quality churchmanship

3. Open forum on ideas relevant to Kingdom Building
4. Constructive proposal and evaluation

5. Dutiful service to all patrons, and

6. New Testament doctrine and principle.

In this sacred endeavor, we guard zealously the rights of a free
press. We make no effort to cater to anyone group or vested
interest. We strive earnestly to reflect the sensitive Christian
conscience of Disciples of Christ as well as the courageous, yet
understanding  spirit of our Lord.

Our journal affordS the most open channel for the free ex-
change of ideas related to the progress of our particular group.
Let us hope that this will not forever be true. Yet six brief
months in the capacity as editor, has convinced us of the real im-
portance of this value.

Fear and mistrust must be removed. The Christian Plea must
become a bridge of understanding between the races and particular
groups within our brotherhood. We must develop intimate and
free contact within our fellowship so that through open forum
inThe Christian Plea selected problems can be intelligently made
known and cooperative inquiry and suggestion can be encouraged
with tact and without fear.

1.
PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITY

Through action of the Advisory Committee during its meeting
on April 13, 1953 in Indianapolis. Indiana, we adopted a policy of
dropping all unpaid subscriptions to The Plea as of Juue 15, 1953.
This policy was made known to all subscribers through notices
in the May and June issues and two personal notices were sent
to all delinquent persons involved.

Unforseen developments enabled us to secure Elder Ernest
Newborn of Washington, D. C., as a part time field agent for The
Christian Plea in the state conventions of Kentucky and Ohio. In
conjuction with this responsibility, The Christian Board of Pub-
lication allowed him to supervise a book display at both conven-
tions. Mr. Newborn is a third year divinity student at Howard
University.

Mr. Joseph Wiley of St. Louis, Missouri, made his debut' as
a Plea agent in the Missouri Christian Missionary Convention
which convened in Vandalia, Missouri. He is present at this con-



\égﬂt}i/on in the capacity of circulation manager for the Convention

As a further means_of promotion, 'The Christian Plea is issuing
a four page number daily at this convention. It will be distribut-
ed free of charge.

1.
RECOGNITION

Through correspondence and an organizational meeting, our
Advisory Committee on Publication has given basic guidance to
the Editor. This counsel has been an invaluable.

The help of The Chr,istianBoard of Publication has made possi-
ble the "new look" in The Christian Plea. We must acknowled%e
the splendid cooperation of Dr. W. H. Cramblet which has brought
the wisdom and experience of a great publishing house to bear
upon the development of our national journal. iSee page 51 in
the August-September number of The Christian Plea.)

The office of The National Christian Missionary Convention
has_been most cooperative in our new plans for expansion. The
entire staff has pushed the paper on the field, and Office Secre-
tary, Marjorie C. Parker, has bp.enof immeasurable assistance in
unsnarling the mechanical processes and performing as an am-
bassador of goodwill for the paper within the Missions Building.

Our patrons are growing in an understanding of our basic
business policies. News is being sent in; monies collected are be-
ing reported; notices to delinquent subscribers are ackowledged
and letters of all types are received by the Editor.

The Centennial Christian Church of St. Louis, Missouri, has
been appreciative of our efforts, providing office space and file
cabinets’ free of charge.

V.
c!/ONCLUSION

Through the foundation laid by great editors and advisory
committees of the past and the help we are receiving from several
sources in the present, The Christian Plea is making slow but
steady progress. However, if we are to keep pace with the tre-
mendeous amount of time, talent, and money being invested in
%hi(s worthy project, we must do more of the following in the
uture:

1. Send i~ well written news articles about your church.
2. Get people ionyour church to subscribe to The Plea.

3. Take _interesting photos of church activities and send
them in toThe Plea office.

4. Interest fr;eogle_of_ other races and churches in subscrib-
ing to The Christian Plea.
The cooperation you have given us in the past six months
has been greatly appreciated.
W. K. Fox, of The Christian Plea
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THE CHRISTIAN PLEA FINANCIAL REPORT
Sf. Louis, Missouri

INCOME:
. . January 1 to July 31, 1953
Subscriptions  ---- $ 463.45
Advertising  ---------------- 40.00
Donations ~ ----------- 43.60
National Convention 650.00
EXPENSES: $1177.05
Postage 66.48
Prin ting 638.18
Office Help -------------- 94.59
Office Supplies ---- 83.74
Donations = ------ 160.00
Bad Checks -------- 12.00
1054.99
SUMMARY:: $ 122.06
Cash in Bank $ 4530 (Bank Statement)
Cash Deposited 143.00 August 3-4, 1953
Total cash in bank as of August 4, 1953 $188.30

Total outstanding obligations as of August 4, 1953 -. Unknown
Chas. H. Bennett, Auditor.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF CHURCH
DEVELOPMENT AND EVANGELISM.
Charles H. Webb

Greetings!

One of the busiest years of my career as a national field work-
er has just about closed. This year has been marked with a wide
variety ~of urgent concerns and appeals, none of which could be
treated lightly as postponed to a more convenient day. There s
a great need for two workers instead of one to carry the responsi-
bility now being attempted. It is our hope that in the not too dis-

tant future our staff may be adequately manned to cover this out-
standing  requirement.

Wider Relationship

It was my privilege to serve with the adult section of the
Central Committee, Religious Education Department, as a repre-
sentative of the National Christian Missionary Convention.

As a member of the Joint Department of Evangelism Nation-
al Council of Churches, | attended a meeting of the Department
in New York while on other business with the Seaboard churches_
Your Director has been honored with a request from Dr. E. G.
Homrighousen, Chairman of the Joint Department, to serve on a
special committee appointed to sponsor an affair in recognition
of the retirement of Dr. Jesse Bader who for twenty vyears has
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lead the Department as Executive Secretary. This event has been
planned for December 1, 1953 in New York at Riverside Chu.rch.

Christian Men's Fellowship

Under the aggressive and energetic leadership of the Christ-
ian Men's Fellowship president, Mr. Alfred Thomas, the Men's
Work Department has projected an ideal program. Outstanding
in the plans for the year was the holding of a Mid-West Retreat
in Cincinnati in June. The attendance was not what we desired,
but it was an excellent venture. W. H. McKinney, Executive Sec-
retary of Men's Work Department U.C.M.S. as present and enhanc,
ed the program greatly.

A fellowship trophy cup has been purchased and will be award-
ed to the church having the largest group of laymen present for
the C.M.F. Banquet.

State Development

The work in the interest of state development has taken mo,
mentum during the past two years. Since our last convention we
have concentrated in a mild fashion areas roughly identified by
State boundaries. California, South Carolina, Georgia, Eastern
Seaboard, Kentucky, Tennessee and Oklahoma.

In California there was an itinerary of two weeks which in-
cluded Northern and Southern sections. Five churches were con-
tacted and seven church workers institutes were held with an aver-
age of 26 people attending each.

Georgia keeps climbing. The state president, Brother D. T.
Williams, keeps himself informed and is giving some fine leader-
ship. The date of annual convention was shifted permanently so
as not to conflict with another state which also desires the ser-
vices of National Directors.

South Carolina and Eastern Seaboard had significant study
and planning conferences, in which remarkable goals were set.
The planning was pointed and thorough. Both areas are already
reaping benefits.

Texas remains the only state which maintains a full time
evangelist who also serves as promotional secretary church de-
velopment director. Texas has supplied our office with one of
the best statistical reports of the work we have seen. It was pre-
pared by Professor Edwin Hurdle and his statistical committee
in the state convention at Paris.

Kentucky has gotten her shot in the arm. This year we went
to the state convention to observe. The program was virtually
a model drawn from the pattern of the National Convention and
applied with marked efficiency and success. The State President
and Financial Secretary (George Frazier - A. D. Gault) keep
busy and it is paying off.

Tennessee in its significent session at the beautiful Mississippi
Boulevard Church last month took a long stride forward by elect-
ing to the office of general field secretary, Mrs. R. Bracy.

The Oklahoma State Convention took action in collaboration
with the Oklahoma Christian Missionary Society to launch a re-
vitalization program in the early Fall. The program will utilize
primarily the techniques of visitation evangelism and the church
life revival.
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New Churches

A number of new churches have been born in recent years
which have not been recognized, but the National Convention is
especially interested in at least two very real developments. The
Mobile Church is in the making. The plot has been purchased
and some funds set aside by The Mobile First Church and the Ala-
bama State Society. We hope by the time our next annual sess-
ion is held that the Mobile Church will have a report on the record.

The Macon, Georgia Christian Church is a reality. Put to-
gether the following: a resourceful state secretary, a God,fearing
laymen who will witness with his words to win a preacher, and
then give a plot and build the house, and a handful of people
who believe and obey - and the end product is the Mosely Ave-
nue Christian Church of Macon, Ga., Eld,er M. C. Knowles, pastor.

Conferences have been held or correspondence carried on with
interested parties in Atlanta, Ga., Moroe, La., and points in Flor,
ida, Indiana, Colorado and Pennsylvania.

This Ministry

The Taylor Memorial Fellowship House has closed another
debt free year. This project is bearing fruit already. Four men
are in ministerial™ "service. One is a full time assistant minister,
another is doing full time student pastoring and two others are
serving as summertime student assistants to full time pastors.
Three of these are residents of Taylor Memorial Fellowship House.
The agencies cooperating with the National Christian Missionary
Convention are very gratified with the possibilities and prospects
of the project and have committed themselves for another year
of support. We expect one new resident this year who will be
in post-graduate  school.

Five ministers were ordained and four licensed.in the Texas
Convention. Three of them had some college training and all but
one had at least advanced high school education. If these and
other fine men who are answering the challenge of the Christian
Church appeal and plea are nurtured well and diverted carefully
to the best channels of usefulness, the end of our ministerial prob-
lem 1s in view.

There is need however to continue our vigilence for young
men who will prepare themselves for the best possible service
to "Christ and rlis Church" through advanced training and "full
life dedication." Local church and state convention contributions
are increasing ad we are grateful.

In Service Training

There is continued need for the ministers, institutes, conven-
tions, seminars, adult church workers conferences, etc., for in-
service training of our ministers and church leaders. Our min-
isters institute program this year was confined to Washington-
Norfolk District, Goldsboro-Raleigh District and Mississippi (SCI).
The Seaboard Institute fell through due to inadequate attendance,
and the Texas Institute which also was authorized was stymied
at the planning stage, due to displaced and indisposed leadership.
There are requests for three in the coming year; for Eastern Sea-
board, South Carolina, and Texas in connection with C.W.F. Plan-
ning.
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Our Yeaz of Evangelism

The year of evangel-ism is upon us. We are anxious that each
church will accept its goal of 15% of membership for this year.
We have listed the evangelism goals for most of the churches this
year on the same sheet with the financial goals. The stated goals
represent in most instances 15% of membership as found in 1952
Y,ear Book. Where more accurate or more recent figures were
available, they were used as basis.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. That the National Convention make a contribution to-
ward a token of esteem upon'the retirement of Dr. Jesse
M. Bader, Executive Secretary, Joint Department of Evan-
gel,ism, National Council of Churches, which will be mark-
ed December 1, 1953 at Riverside Church, New York City.

REPORT OF THE NATIONAL BOARD
R. L. SAUNDERS. Secretary

August 18, 1953

President, Officers, and Members of the Thirty-seventh All;
nual Session of the National Christian Missionary Convention:

Greetings:
As Secretary of the National Convention and National Board,
I hereby, submit a report of the activities of the National Board

for this Convention Year.

The National Board held its meetings according to the Con- .
stitution during the year, and gave thoughtful and prayerful con-
sideration to all areas of the work of the Church with the aim of
making the work of the Church more effective.

Reports concerning the work of the Staff were heard and dis-
cussed.

The National Board wishes to report to the Convention that
it feels that the members of our Staff are doing an excellent work
in their respective fields, and that each Staff member is worthy
of our highest esteem and appreciation.

OHRISTIAN  MINISTRY

Attention has been given the problem of the Christian Min-
istry.

The Taylor Memorial Fellowship House has been operated
during the year in a very efficient way. This project, as you
know, is to provide a home for prospective ministers while in
training at Butler University, Indianapolis, Indiana.

THE TAYLOR ESTATE

Reports were heard and reviewed from the Taylor Estate. The
Board wishes to report that the New Plan for developing the
Greenwood Cemetery is now in operation, and the Board feels the
New Plan will increase the productivity of the Greenwood Ceme-
tery Enterprise.
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THE INTERNATIONAL CQNVENTION

The Board wishes to report the application for membership
as a Reporting Agency to the International Convention has been
accepted, and at present, our Convention is a part of the Inter-
al Convention. We welcome this privilege of extended fellowship
and service with the entire Brotherhood.

THE CHRISTIAN PLEA

Progress is evident in the publishing and managing of The
Christian Plea. The Board wishes to express its sincere appreci-
ation to the Editor, Rev. W. K. Fox and his Staff for such a fine
National Organ, and wishes for it the hearty support of every
disciple.

BUDGET FOR 1953-54

The National Board wishes to submit the following Budget for
the Convention Year 1953-54:

1953-54 Spending Budget

Salaries —$17,586.00
Tra vel — 5400 00
Office Equipment & Expense — 2,000.00
Program - 2,900.00
Nat'l Convention & Trustee Meetings _ 1,800.00
Christian  Plea — 120000
Pension Dues (As to salary increases) _  1,288.67
Miscellaneous - 375.33
Ministerial  Training — 2000:00
Total $34,550.00
1953-54 Asking Budget

United Christian Missionary Society _ $13,500.00
National Convention Churches _  12,000.00
Taylor Estate — 3,000.00
Christian Board of Publication _ 3'000:00
Board of Church Extension _ '600.00
Pension Fund — 600.00
Board of Higher Education _ 500:00
National Benevolent Association _ 750.00
Field Reports — 600.00
$34,550.00

AN OUTSTANDING NEED

One of the outstanding needs of the National Convention is
an increase in giving of the local Churches, including the Church
Department, the C. W. F., C. M. F., Youth Groups, and Church
Schools.  Through increased giving, the entire program could be
expanded in personnel and program activities.
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CONCLUSION

The Board wishes to express its appreciation to all persons
who have helped in any way to advance the program of the Con-
vention and the Brotherhood.

Faithfully  submitted,
THE NATIONAL BOARD
R. L. Saunders, Secretary

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Emmett J. Dickson

Introduction
The "All American” Star City of the South has greeted us
with a welcome to make our star of work shine.

Staff

All departments of work of the Convention have had staff
members assigned. This has been a busy year for every staff
member and officer. We may now note with pleasure the ser-
vice tenure of the staff members. We are thankful for this bless-
ing of service which each member has so faithfully rendered to
the National Christian Missionary Convention.

Total service miles traveled 135,997. Meetings with groups

Annual session - The dream of Roanoke is now a reality.
The convention is here!

Above and beyond our reporting stand now "Our Year of
Evangelism" in the Long Range Program. We are working in
full cooperation with the Council of Agencies. A great program
has been built for this session. Elder Eli W. Wilbert is chairman
of the program committee.

Elder R. W. Watson is chairman of the recommendation com-
mittee and will guide all recommendations, resolutions, and pro-
positions through for final action.

International ~ Convention

The National Christian Missionary Convention is now a re-
porting agency to the International Convention. The final ac-
tion was taken in the general assembly held in Portland, Oregon,
July 4-9, 1953. We must continue to prove worthy of this high
and noble honor of membership which Is now ours.

August 9,1953

Dear Mr. Dickson:

I am pleased to quote the following action on Resolution No.
33 of the Portland Assembly of the International Convention of
Disciples of Christ concerning “Lpplication for membership in
the International Convetion of Disclples of Christ from the Na-
tional Christian IYfissionary Convention, Disciples of Christ."

"The Committee on Recommendations approved the report
on the application as shown on pages 197-198 of the 1953 Port-
land Assembly Program Book, and recommended the National
Christian  Missionary  Convention for membership in the Inter-
national Conventionof Disciples of Christ.
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"Action - VOTED approval of the application as recom-
mended, by the Convention Assembly. The Chair declared the
application approved by a two-thirds vote or more."

We hope that your Roanoke meeting may be outstanding.

Very sincerely yours,
Gertrude Dimke, Secretary to Dr. Cook

Goals

Goals for money to all the churches is only the yardstick of
service. We list each church and make a suggested goal for all
auxiliaries. We ask that money for the National Christian Mis,
sionary Convention be sent to Dr. J. E. Walker, 480 Linden Ave.,
Memphis, ‘fenn.,' and that money be sent to Unified Promotion;
Indianapolis, Ind. We hope each church and organization will ac-
cept and reach its goal and in many instances pass the suggest,
ed goals. Our goals are not secret goals, every member should
know the goals of the churches. Our plea for goal acceptance is
in the light of world needs.

Budget

We have conducted the spending within the limits of the
1952-53 operating budget. The efforts to increase the operating
budget to the point where needed personnel may be employed
and program and service funds may be available, has met head-
on with our manner of convention stewardship. We still hope
for money ‘for greater services.

RECOMMENDA TIONS

1. Upon the presentation of properly signed vouchers, we
recommend that the treasurer be authorized to pay 1953
convention expenses.

2. That the suggested goals be accepted and presented to
the convention and released to the churches.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Mr. President, members, friends of the 37th Annual Session
of the national Christian Missionary Convention and National
Board, | count this a grand privilege to bring to you my seventh
annual report. During these years we have shared our joys and
our sorows, our defeats as well as our victories, and in the midst
of it all we have been able to look to him who is the author and
maker of every good and perfect gift. | want to express to all of
you a word of appreciation for the very fine spirit you have shown
as we have worked together with the hope to do the will of our
Father. I know these years have not been easy for you, because
you have been called upon to do things you have never done be,:
fore and to venture out into new areas of service. You have an-
swered that call as brave soldiers of the cross. Let me hasten to
say on the other hand that the years ahead will be the years in
a large measure to test our faith. We will be called upon to go
places we have never gone before and to make untold sacrifices
if the church is to meet the needs of our present day world. "Rise
up o'men of God, the Church for you doth wait; her strength un-
equal to the task, rise up and make her great." .
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International C. Y. F. Commission

I left California last year immediately after the convention
closed for Lafayette, Ind., to attend the C. Y. F. Commission and
Christian Youth Conference of North America, meeting on the
campus of Purdue University. We had young people attending
this meeting from Alabama, Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mis-
souri, Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas. Each organized state or area
has the responsibility of selecting their youth representative and
send to the International C. Y. F. Commissionwith some financial
aid from the National Office.

The Commissionfor this year, 1953,has already met at Camp
Munecha, Corbett, Oregon, just preceeding the International Con-
vention. Three of our young people were in attendance and we
made it possible for all of them to attend the International Con-
ventional in Portland, Oregon.

Local Ohurch Visits

Service has been rendered to the following churches: Clay
Street, Paducah, Kentucky; Maple Street, Lockland, Ohio; East
High Street, Mt. Sterllngf, Kentucky; East Second, Lexington, Ken-
tucky; Second Church, Indianapolis, Indiana; West Paseo, Kansas
City, Missouri; Centennial, St. Louis, Missouri; Second, Atlanta,
Georgia; Boll Street, Dallas, Texas; Cross Street, Little Rock, Ar-
kansas; Ross Street, Mon|t_tI:10mer , Alabama; Galilee, Holly Hill,
South Carolina; Briner, Holly Hill, South Carolina, and Mace-
donia, Oxmoore, Alabama.

Finance Committee

For the first time we were able to bring together all of the
members of the promotional finance co-~ittee or a meeting at
the Hotel Mance, Cincinnati, Ohio. Others meeting with this
group included Julian Stuart of Unified Promotion; E. J. Dickson
of the National Convention; Mrs. Edith W. Bristow, Third Vice-
President of the Convention; John R. Compton, Minister of the
Wehrman Avenue Church, Cincinnati, Ohio; Robert Brown, Min-
ister of Maple Street Church, Lockland, Ohio and myself.

The purpose of this meeting was to make plans_as to how this

roup might better serve as a spring board in helping to promote

the church school giving in the various areas. As a result, note
exhibit and report of the Convention treasurer.

Local Church Institutes

_Institutes for Church School teachers and leaders were held
in the following churches: East High Street, Mt. Sterling, Ken,..
tucky; and West Paseo, Kansas City, Missourl. The main object-
ive was to strengthen the educational committee with the hope
of helping them to become an active functional working com,
mittee in"the church.

Family Workshop

A family workshop was held in Chicago at the Indiana Ave-
nue Church, Elder R. H. Davis, minister, with Southside Church
sharing in the project of which Elder R. E. LaTouche is the min-
ister. 'We had the following work groups and leaders: Christian
Family Life Program in the Church, J. D. Montgomer?/, Director
of Christian Family Life for on.g’ brotherhood - ~Family Fellow-



ship and Creative Activities, Mrs. Kenneth Bowen, wife of the
minister of Morgan Park Christian Church, Chicago (also an ac-
tive adult worker) - Preparation for Marriage and Family Life,
J. J. Van Boskirk, Executive Secretary Chicago Disciple Union
- The Church, Its Youth, Children and their Homes, Lorenzo J.
Evans. This workshop in our evaluation period proved to be a
successful  venture.

Kenneth Henry Fund and Itinerary

At the National Convention session in Los Angeles, | was
given the responsibility by the National Board to solicite a mini-
mum of $1,250.00 from our National Convention churches and
leaders to help make it possible for Kenneth Henry to attend the
Third World Conference of Christian Youth at Travencore, India
and visit some of our mission stations with the hope of traveling
during the summer sharing his experience with other young peo-
ple as well as adults throughout this country and Canada. | am
sure that you will be happy to know that the leaders and churches
of the National Convention gave about $2,000.00 to this project to
help make the trip possible. | want vou to know that | personal-
ly appreciate your contribution to this effort. Both Kenneth and
Newton are with us this week.

This convention session brings to a close the Kenneth Henry
itinerary under the supervision of the United Christian Mission-
ary Society. From the number of very fine reports | have receiv-.
ed from churches visited, he has made a very fine contribution.

State Conventions

| served in two of the Fall conventions, South Carolina and
Alabama. One of the bright features of the South Carolina Con-
vention was the settink up of a state planning commission. The
purpose of this commission is to plan a total program of work
for the state.

| served in the Missouri Convention this year at Vandalia,
carrying the total program emphases. A very fine observation
was conducted under the direction and supervision of Miss Mar-
jorie Hill of Kansas City. | taught a leadership class and had
the privilege of presenting seven leadership credit cards on Fri-
day night.

Planning Conference and Commission

The Sixth Planning Conference and the Second Commission
were held in Indianapolis Thanksgiving week-end with thirteen
states and areas represented. This was the most successful con,
ference and commission we have had during three years. Our
ultimate goal is to have every state and area represented to help
us plan a total program of work.

Central Committee Meeting

| attended the Central Committee meeting at Hotel Claridge,
St. Louis, Missouri, serving on the youth leadership and audio-
visual committees as a part of my assigned responsibility of the
Division of Christian Education, United Christian Missionary
Society.
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