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PREFACE

This Preliminary Guide to Black Materials in the Dis-
ciples of Christ Historical Society has a three-fold pur-pose:
first, it is intended to provIde-r8searchers with a useful
bibliographical tool; second, it is hoped that the appearance
of the Guide will stimulate contributions of materials dealing
with Black churches and churchmen of the Disciples movement;
third, this Guide is one way in which the Society hopes to
serve the goals of racial harmony, dignity, and mutual re-
spect.

The Guide began last year as the '~lack Materials Pro-
ject.1I The project was a response to increased requests for
research and information dealing with Black churches and
churchmen in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and
related groups. It was found that Black materials collected
by the Society since its beginning were diverse and difficult
to find. Because the staff was concerned that Black materials
be more readily accessible to the scholar, the work of finding
and organizing Black materials already held by the Society was
begun.

The entire staff of the Society participated in the
project, which was headed up by its Director of the Library
and Archivist, Marvin D. Williams, Jr. We wish to thank the
Divinity School of Vanderbilt University for the aid given to
the project in the form of two students doing their fjeld
work with the Historical Society: Richard L. Harrison, Jr.
and James O. Duke. A word of gratitude for work on the pro-
ject is also due to Mrs. Marsha Uselton, former Assistant
Librarian at the Society and last~ but far from least, to
Curator-Emeritus Claude E. Spencer for his constant advioe
and encouragement.

Hugh E. Williams, President
Disciples of Christ Historical Society
September 1, 1971
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INTRODUCTION

Almost from its beginnings in the early nineteenth cen-
tury Blacks have been deeply involved in the movement whose
churches today are variously known as Christian Churches, Church-
es of Christ, and Disciples of Christ. Most of the early Negro
Disciples, of course, were slaves attending the churches of
their masters. There were, however, some significant departures
from the usual practice. For example, in 1853 the Christian
Church sent as its first missionary to Africa Alexander Cross,
a former slave whose freedom had been purchased by the people
of Christian County, Kentucky.

Because of the congregational polity of the Christian
Church, the activities of the churches in regard to race varied
in the years immediately following the Civil War. By the turn
of the century, however, as a result of their desire for in-
dependence and self-identity, most if not all Negro Disciples had
organized their own congregations along racial lines. This was
not entirely true of the educational institutions of the Church.
Several of the colleges and universities related to the Chris-
tian Church did not have racial bars in their admission poli-
cies. Also, by the turn of the century, there were several mis-
sions carried on by the white churches to evangelize Negroes,
the most notable being the Board of Negro Education and Evan-gelization.

In recent years the Black membership of the Christian
Churches have received some recognition and several Negroes
have been elected to prominent positions within the Church.
This has not been an easy task, however, as the fifties and
early sixties saw some churches firing their ministers be-
cause of racial issues. Actually it could be said that the
history of Negroes within the Disciples movement is a micro-
cosm of the religious history of Blacks in America, a story
little known but worthy of note. This gives added importance
to the concern of the Disciples of Christ Historical Society
that the history of Black Christian Churches and churchmen be
studied and told.

This Guide is arranged along the lines of the organ-
ization of materials in the Disciples of Christ Historical
Society. Materials are separated according to the folloWing
categories: books, pamphlets, theses, periodicals, and manu-
scripts, and the various files, including educational institu-
tions, biographical, organizational, and the church in local
and regional manifestations. There is a brief introduction toeach section.
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Ohio
Christian Missionary Convention
Canton, Cherry Avenue Church 'of Christ
Cincinnati, United Christian Church

Wehrman Avenue Christian Church
Cleveland, Bethany Christian Church

Crawford Road Christian Church
Dunham Christian Church

Columbus, Woodland Christian Church
Oxford, Elm Street Christian Church
Warren, Third Christian Church
Youngstown, Lincoln Avenue Christian Church

Oklahoma
Oklahoma City, East Sixth Street Christian Church
Tulsa, Pine Street Christian Church

Second Christian Church
Pennsylvania

Philadelphia, Fellowship Christian Church
Third Christian Church

South Carolina
Ellenton

Tennessee
Knoxville, Bentley Street Christian Church
Memphis, Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church

Riverview Christian Church
Murfreesboro, Mount View Church of Christ
Nashville, Alameda Street Christian Church

Gay-Lea Christian Church
Texas

Christian Missionary Conventions
District No. 2
Beaumont, Forest Street Christian Church
Corsicana, East Thirteenth Avenue Christian Church
Dallas, Romine Avenue Christian Church

South Third Christian Church
Fort Worth, East Annie Street Christian Church
Hawkins, Jarvis Christian College Church
Houston, University Christian Church
McKinney, Bethlehem Christian Church
San Antonio, Willow Park Christian Church

Virginia
Tazewell County Churches
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AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS

Vertical files on agencies and organizations are an
important part of the holdings of the Disciples of Christ His-
torical Society. The files listed below refer to Brotherhood
agencies and organizations which have assumed particular re-
sponsibilities in the history of Black churches and of race
relations.

African Christian Mission
African Christian Schools Foundation
All Africa Conference of Churches

Board of Fundamental Education
Board of Negro Education and Evangelization
Board of Temperance and Social Helfare
Broadway Christian Center, Indianapolis

Camp Shiloh
Christian Inner City Association, Indianapolis
Conference on the Disciples of Christ and Desegregation, 1965
Disciples Missionary Union of Greater New York and Vicinity
Disciples Missionary Union of Washington, D. C. and Vicinity

Fellowship of Concerned Individuals
Flanner House
Friendly Town

Ghana Evangelizing Mission

Indiana Children's Christian Home
Inner City Protestant Parish, Cleveland
International Christian Missionary Association

Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation
Mount Beulah Christian Center
Mumbwa Christian Mission

National Christian Missionary Convention
National Christian Preaching Convention
National Home Finding Society
New Testament Negro Evangelism

South African Church of Christ Mission
Southern Rhodesia Ministry (Churches of Christ)

Taylor Memorial Fellowship House

United Christian Missionary Society

World Call
Horld Convention of Churches of Christ
World Council of Churches
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EDUCA TIONAL INSTITUTIONS

The Disciples of Christ Historical Society has in its
vertical files folders for a number of educational institutions
which have been or are administered or attended primarily by
Blacks. Many of these institutions were short-lived. The hold-
ings in these files range from minor works to extensive collec-
tions of records, catalogs, publications, letters, documents,
and similar sources.

Alabama Christian Institute,Lum, Ala.
Bowser Christian Institute, Detroit
Central Christian Institute, Kelly, Ky.
Christian Institute, Winston-Salem, N. C.
College of the Scriptures, Louisville, Ky.
Free University of the Congo
Goldsboro Christian Institute, Goldsboro, N. C.
Jarvis Christian College, Hawkins, Tex.
Louisville Christian Bible School, Louisville, Ky.
Lum Graded School, Lum, Ala.
Martinsville Christian Institute, Martinsville, Va.
Nashville Christian Institute, Nashville
Nigerian Christian Schools, Nashville
Piedmont Christian Institute, Martinsville, Va.
Southern Christian Institute, Edwards, Miss.
Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, Tex.
Tennessee Christian Institute, Jonesboro, Tenn.
Tougaloo College, Tougaloo, Miss.
Warner Institute, Jonesboro, Tenn.
Winston-Salem Bible College, Winston-Salem, N. C.



-29-

Dansby, William
Dawson, Osceola Aleese
Dennis, James
Dickerson, Ann Elizabeth
Dickerson, Lloyd Lincoln
Dickerson, R. W.
Dickson, Emmett J.
Dougan, Albert

BIOGRAPHICAL FILES

The biographical files at the Disciples of Christ His-
torical Society contain assorted materials on individuals who
have been active in the churches. The listing below includes
files for Blacks and some whites who have been closely asso-
ciated with Blacks and the Black church in their careers. The
contents of a folder may range from a single calling card or
photograph to major source materials by and about the indivi-
dual involved.

Alphin, William J.

Ball, Charles
Barnes, Mrs. Anderson B.
Beittel, Adam Daniel
Benjamin, T. Garrott, Jr.
Bernard, Mbango
Bingham, Walter D.
Blackburn, Cleo Walter
Blackburn, Mrs. Cleo Walter
Blackburn, Walter S.
Blackburn, Mrs. Walter S.
Blair, James
Bokeleale, Jean B.
Bostick, Sarah Lue (Howard)
Bowers, Calvin H.
Bradley, Frank B.
Brooks, Thomas
Brown, Raymond Edward
Buckner, Samuel
Burke, G. Augustus

Campbell, George Calvin
Carson, Timoetheus
Chenoweth, Kathryn (Nelson)
Chenoweth, Wilson Smith
Chichon, A. C.
Choate, Julian Ernest
Clay, William E.
Compton, John Robert
Cotterell, Henry A.
Cotton, G. Robert
Cowan, Jason M.
Cross, Alexander
Cunningham, Effie L. (Harris)
Cunningham, Gerald L.

Edwards, Charles W.
Ellis, William M.
Elonda, Paul
Eppse, Merl Raymond
Evans, Lorenzo James

Field, Nathaniel
Floyd, Fountain T.
Forbes, John W.
Fowler, James Travis, Jr.
Fox, William Kappen, Sr.

Gantt, Evans P.
Garner, o. B.
Gleason, Richard L.
Gooden, Robert A.
Griffin, Thomas Jefferson

Harper, J. H.
Hobbs, Jephtha h
Howard, Emma
Howard, Z. H.
Hunt, Blair T.

James, Eugene Willis
James, Johnie Elizabeth
Job, Boleko
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Johnson, J. Thomas
Johnston, W. Montague
Jordan, Robert L.
Jordan, Sandy
Joseph, Ray Kennington

Keeble, Marshall
Kenoly, Jacob
King, Charles E.

Laderson, Mose
Layne, B. MacDonald
Lehma n, Ethie Bur lingame
Lehman, Joel Baer
Lit tIe, A. D.
Long, John Cornelius
Lyttle, James Oliver

Maloy, Rufus Charles
Manning, Reuben D.
Maxey, Rober~ Tibbs, Jr.
Melecio, Helem
Meyers, S. S.
Miller, Eunice B.
Moore, Isaiah Henri Harrison
Moore, Willie
Morris, Cyril H.
Moss, Wa Iter

Nkonga, Louis
Norwood, Nancy Faye (Toler)
Norwood, Thomas Eldon

Owens, George Albert

Peoples, Robert Hayes
Peoples, Zellie M.
Phillips, Virgil
Powell, Patrick R.
Procter, Samuel D.

Randall, Max Ward
Range,Ozark

Robinson, James H.
Robinson, M. F.

Sangana, Pierre
Saunders, Richard L.
Shirley, Arnold N.
Shirley, Charles Samuel
Shirley, Jacob
Simpson, Theodore H.
Sims, Pa ul A.
Sims, Wesley S.
Singleton, Octavius E.
Smith, Clayton Cheyney
Smith, J. D.
Sneed, Roxie
Spencer, Justina K.
Starling, Mrs. E. G.

Taylor, Ida D.
Taylor, Preston
Taylor, Richard D.
Taylor, W. H.
Thomas, James
Thomas ,James H.
Toles, E. B.
Townsend, Nimrod
Turner, Herterceue
Tyrrell, Leland

Vaughn, Nancy

Wa les, Homer Louis
Wa IkeI', Claude
Walker, Joseph Edison
Washington, Peter Clarence
Watson, R. Wesley
1..ratts,S. E.
Webb, Charles H.
Welch, Rosa (Page)
White, William Henry
Whitfield, C. R. D.
Whitfield, John Flanders
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ADDENDA

Titles in this section are listed in the same order and
under the same criteria as in the main section of the biblio-graphy.

roOKS

Bongelemba Natanaele. Wanga Yoane of the Village of Yuli. By
Wanga [pseud.] Translated by Herbert Smith. Illustra-
tions by Rose Wright. Indianapolis: UCMS, 1948.

Congo Mission. Outfit and Travel Suggestions to Outcoming Mis-
sionaries: Disciples of Christ Congo Mission. Coquil-
hatville, Congo belge, 19--.

A Curious Church Case. "A Star Chamber." Church investigation,
published for a warning against Pharisaical Hypocrisy,
which, above all other sins, Christ condemned. Elder
Robert Christie, aided by Deacon Francis M. Applegate,
induced the Official Organization of the Congregation
of the First Church of Disciples of Christ, in New York
City, to "withdraw the Right Hand of Fellowship" from
Elizabeth B. Grannis, 46 Years a Communicant and Mem-
ber of this Congregation, because She Withheld her
sympathy from its P~stor, Rev. B. Q. Denham, while he
was under 5 ! months' trial in a Criminal Court in
New York City for Indecency, and for the reason that
She treated a Negro Child in her pew with the same
kindly courtesy that she would extend to a Caucasian
child •.• New York: Mrs. E. B. Grannis, 1910.

Deer, Lewis H., compo Many Races, One Brotherhood. Indianapo-
lis: Dept. of Social Welfare, UCMS, 1957.

Evans, Hiram Wesley. The Klan of Tomorrow and the Klan Spirit-
ual: Addresses .••delivered at the Scond Imperial Klon-
vokation, Held in Kansas Cit.Y, Missouri, September 23,
24, 25 and 26, 1924. Knights of Ku Klux Klan, 1924.

Fee, John G. Non-Fellowship with Slaveholders the Duty of Chris-
tians. New-York: J. A. Gray, 1851.

United Christian Missionary Society. Dept. of Missionary Educa-
tion. Biography set. Indianapolis, 1933-40.
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PAMPHLE1S

Jordan, Robert L. A Brief Story of Colored Disciples in Michi-
gan. Detroit? 194-.

Report on Race Relations Workshop: Held March 4-8, 1968, in
Nashville, Tennessee. Hosted by Shrader Lane Church of
Christ. Austin, Tex.: R. B. Sweet Co., 1968.

Smith, Clayton CheYney. Colonization of Negroes in Central
Alabama. Indianapolis: GWEM, n.d.

Whitfield, Charles Randolph D. Brief History of the Negro Dis-
ciples of Christ in Eastern North Carolina: Past Achieve-
ments and Future Aims. 19--.

Whitfield, Edgar Lapidoth. A Message to the Negro Disciples of
Christ of Eastern North Carolina. 1906.

MANlBCRIP1S

Archives

Green River Christian Cooperation (1849-59) Records. Associa-
tion of churches around Hopkinsville, Kentucky responsible
for sending the first Disciple missionary to Africa.

Unified Promotion (1935- ) Records. Unprocessed. Includes
files on the National Christian Missionary Convention.

PERIODICAIS

Alumni Bulletin, Tougaloo Southern Christian College, Tougaloo,
Miss., 1954-61, incomplete.

Co-Ordinator, Board for Fundamental Education, 1965, 1 issue.
Student Voice, Southern Christian College, Tougaloo, ~liss.,

1963, 1 issue.




