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THE NEGRO DISCIPLES of CHRIST

ROSA BROWN BRACY,

Mien  Barten Jo Stone,  Raccon
Jedm Smathe and Jolm Cane o

el of Jesus, Christ,™

intl-
ol e G
Bentuicly and estallished  the G Cain
Rudge Chuarely, Nepro
skives  who heged the nwessagre,  hes
ligwed the report mul eomfessed Christ
ax Lord aml Savior, They were bap-
tize] dto Cheist mnd Decame memn-
bers of the 00d Cain Midge Chnech,

thervis were

Somme of Mese Negrn men were apt
scholurs, they Lesivd e el wepreach
and weve ordained o the ministry.
Thiste wen went ot peeching the
word sl oas oa result  Cheches of
Clivist were estblished.

The: first  foreipn m
il by The Disciples of C
Neym preacher,  Alexander Cross,
He wis sent by the Cin Ridue
Chureh to carey the Gospel to Afri-

1IATY HERT

hrsl was o

L4
The establishing of chusches which

wegre the meeting plwces for Negro

dhisciples, pave rise to the thought of
vostoparation for  adequate develope.
went. Thus  followsd Distrct - and

State organization.

Reeords from the pen of J. D,
Smmith e gave mformntion  of an at-
Lettiat to organize o Wational Conven-
tion as early as 1885 & seeowd at-
ternpt wae e n 1832 at which
fime, aeeording to the statement of
T. 5o Keys, vow living at Ceata, Mis
sissppd, Maleolmn Ayvers of Kentucky,
was clected s president. Thos aect-
i was held in Nashville, Tennessee,
and of course the illnstrious - Preston
Taylor was present as host and active
ticipant in the program.

Tt wes i 1917, when the third at

General Secretary

tempt was made Lo organize. the Na-
tonal Gonvention,  This  meeting
alens Tebd n Bashwlle, Femn, was of-
fevrive to the extent that we have
et annunlly sinee the arpnidaton.
Frestom Tilor was elected  as  the
Peesident gl served until his denth
in 1931,

The pmrpose of the Covention was
o peovide an avenne  for oonoope
tive self-expression and development
e Clinrches of Cheist that oue hest
contribution pmight e made too our
posterity and to the warld

The Uonvention  wias incorporited
and given i charter mnder the laws
of the Stute of Tennessee, the city of
Nazhville, to fanction as o Deneves
lent amd Missionary  Instibution i
1923,

The presi
arl whom we delight to
are s

Preston. Tayvlar
Henry L. Herod
I € Calvert s 19351936

1. N Evvin 193610038

I the Natwnal Canvention of 1938
with the newly elected President L.
. Crawfod at the helm, the conven-
tici st out ta build o super structire
om the foondation  which had been
laid by our Fathers,

Hoga Brown Bracy was
serve as the General Secretary. With
authority viven by the convention amd
the. cooperation of the Exeentive
Comnnttes a program was  outlied
which included the voted items of the
convention in which we wesolved to
dox three things @

L To establish a beadquarters of.

fice,

have  served
remambier

fenits . wha

19171931
1311935

called  ta




2. To pay off the Preston Taylor
canpmen® del

3. To eréate a consclonsoess of re-
spomsibility  towands  deing  for
curselves some things which are
nced el Lo be dove  and which
ean lie done only I us. These

are expressed 0 the  following
rhens :
{a)  An mformied Leity, An sid-
equate relizious journal is a
l necessity for this  develop-
ment.
1 () A Prepared Ministry, The
" Heory Herod  Scholarship
FFund, a menns to the end,
(¢) Aun Informed, Inspired
Leadership. The P H.
| Moss  Scholarship fond —
The answer,
! (d} A Beautifin Sunset. Light

in the evening tide for aur
agedl miiisters, their wives
anel members of the chureh,
A Peaceful World, The
Unifes]  Chradion Misson-
ary — lar agency.

[e)

AN INFORMED LEITY

An Informed Leity will prodace a
visionary God fearing people. An ad.
equate religiouns jourisl is a neesssity
far this developmenl

Forly seven years ago  this need
was apparent dond the Gospel Pley, as
the organ of the Smte of Mississippi,
with K, K. Brown as its fivst Editor,
macle its appearance;  For semetime
it was published in Port Gibson,
Mississippi.  Later the  Southern
Christianw Institute, Fewards, Missis-
sippi, established o printing office.
The Gospel Plea was printed  from
this affice and when it met with #-

wanciel  difficalties, ihe schoul bore

the Durdes and swom it became the
responsibiiity of Mr, Lebman il the
sk

o 1917, when the National Cin-
Tooleed
{Unr
ik

for

was organtzed, we
the  Gospel Flen as
IMeay, The convention gave
considlevation to this instennest
it was the prevailing opinion that o
paper ‘which was 8 mouthpiece for
Neero Disciples counld  searcely ye.
flect the troe spirit and soul of the
Mezro unless produced by a Negro,
Thiz question eausged much storoy sl
gentiment in the convention until n
Lounisville, 1927,  the name of the
pagrer was changed from Gospel Plex
to Christinne Plen,  The editor
changed from J. B Tehman {white),
to Vance G. Smith the office
from  Southermn Cl ian  Insttote,
Edwanils, Misgs, to 5t Louwis, Ma,

wenlion
Ly

Vel

ik

The Christian Tlea has weathered
nany storms,  the U C M, 5 and
the National Convention in cooperas
tion, sustaining it.

Tn 1939, the Natienal Convention
resolved to make the "Plea” one of
ity major objectives.  Into its bed-
got BLOODOD has heeir placed: o ve-
cure gnd dmprove, it Mres. Preston
Taylor the Plen a new home.
Tir. Myrle Eppse accepted the Fdi-
torship and we are gld to =iy that
the Christian Plea s withont donbt,
the hest we hove ever prodioced.

A PREPARED MINISTRY

The need for a prepared mindstry
is alwo apparent. IF the Church of
Chiist is to advance within onr group.

We are fortanate to have had as
ong of our leaders, Henry Herod, a
schiolar, @ minister of mare ability. He,
Preston. Taylor and W, H.

willsy



Dickerson, had the vision and made
plans for a forward going Negro
{lwreh, which resulted i the organ.
jzation of the National Conveniion,

Henry as a boy of 8, expressed a
desire to hecome a minister. He had
a comvicion that if he must preach,
e must be prepared. He mever wav.
ered from that conviction. [Ile was
the first student at the New Castle
Dille School, a schoal established by
Preston Taylor, Malcalm Ayers, B.
J. Merchant, Alexander Camphbell, R
E. Hathaway and the leaders of that
day cooperating. He ker smdi=d at
DNeres. College, Hiram College and
Hutler College from which he was
given a degree from the School of
Liberal Arts. Ile became the pastor
of the Second Church of Discipies
of Indianapolis, Indiam. He so lead
and directed this church that it be.
came the most outstanding influence
for social up-lift and interracial co-
aperation in the ity of Indianapolis.

His inflaence was not limited (o
his bhome towm. It renched ont into
the stafe—ont inta the nation—oat in-
to the world.

e was mot interested in houses
and Iand. His greatest interest was in
Life, and he gave His life that the
lile of those around him and in the
world might be fall

At the time of his death, Fenry
Herodl was serving as the Pastor of
the Second Christian Church in In-
dinnanolis, Indiana, as Superimten-
dent of Flanner House, a Social Ser-
vice Institution. He wus a member
of the Board of the Feleral Couneil
of Churches of America; o member
of the Board of Directors of the
United Christian Missionary  So-
ciety and the Presidenmt of the Na-

tiomal Couvention of Disciples of
Clirist of America.

The Convention desires to honor
his memory by building o Stronger
Chiristian  Ministry  for  tomormow,
through the establishing of a Minist-
er's Scholarship Fumdd of $10,000
which will bear his name.

Plans are now under way to make
a drive in this direction. Persons or
groups desifng to hobor the memory
of this great man and at the same
tymie biild for the future are asked to
give pledges or cash. At the end of 10
years we hiope to have the entire §10,-
D00 to pluce in trost thar the interest
ihere-from may go on efernally de-
veloping the ministry and blessing the
wortd,

AN INFORMED LEADERSHIP

Patrick Henry Moss—what 2 mam
Meek and humble, vet powerful It
was said of P. H. Moss, even as it
was said of Christ, “He went about
doing good." An apastle of Chris-
tinn Education, a pioncer who blaz.
ed a trail and inspired many to walk
therein, Seven years a Pastor. Seven
years a teacher of the Bible and 21
years a National Director of Reli-
glons Education of Negro Disciples.
Serving under the United Christian
Missionury Society anil it predeces-
sor orgaiization, the American Chris.
tian Missionary Society and endors-
ed by the National Convention of Ne-
gro Disciples of America.

It is Titting that the Nationai Con.
vention shovld commorate His mem-
ory by raising a fund  which shall
liear his name to inspire and train
Christian  Leaders.

The comvention voted to set aside
s Day, 2 Sunday near his birthday
which shall be known as P. H. Mose
Bay.  On this Day, Bible Schools,



Christiny Endeavor  Sovieties gl
Young Peoples Groups of the church,
will b piven the privilége to siudy
the Jife of . H. Moss and give an
wiferiog to his memory which wll
contrilte o the establishing of a
Pt for trineme et g s Ienderss

[e towle P. H. Moss twenly years to
malce his contribasion of 1fe aml sees
wiee.  What nuters it i it takes uas
twenty years toocoinplete this fund P

Sa long as each year we give reely.
This year we hope o (st FE0.00 in.
to this fund.

A BEAUTIFUL SUNSET

The fourth objective of the Nation-
al Convention is the beilding of the
Ldw 1Y, Tavlor Hewe en Greenwood
Park, Mashville, Tennessee,

The Woman's Cotnvention ' Tul.
sa, Dklihoma, FI30,after an express.
Nlv=

15

el desive Ly Prestonn Taylor
that we neke of ife af
her hshand, vur president, the fue
Pregtor  Taylor, woted to estab-
lish a home for Gitls ioterested in
Higher  TFilueation.  The  Womnen
wene enthusiastic over this projece.
When we lecane aware  that  this
would bring aliowt a conflict with the
Unitd Christinn Missionary Society
Teeeamse this was oot an item within
the udyet of the organization, the wo-
men withdrew. Tt was then in the
Convenlion in Dayton, (hio that the
Convention praper  hecame intérest.
ed anid voted to underiake the Home
as a Mational project.

the

The United Soviety That Year
rassed the Standard of the Jarvis
Chivistian  Institufe from  that of a
Junior Colleze toon Senior College
rani.  The Mational Canvention with
a spirit of absolute co.operation with

the. United  Society  decided to with-
draw from the el of
awd omeet & long teslectad benevao.
b il within our group by h-
lslang a home for  Aged and. O
ug af the charch, e (irst em-
S, Mewevers s oo fie need  of

Edacaticn

the Apsl

The home 35 to be known as
the  Ida 1% Taylor Homwe, Ida D.
the widow of  Preston  Tayhr,

ident of Char: Nagioeal W
man's Uonvention,  member of the
Juint Executive  Committes of  the
ional  Uenvention, Treasurer  of
the Christian Flea Committes,  and
the Drotherhowd’s big sister

The first special gift to this fond
of F2000 was piven by e Okkahio-
ma Woman's Convention of  [Dise-
plus of Christ with Mres. Sallie ire.
tle as president

Past Py

§2,300..

fonmla-

This year we hope 1o Taise
00 that we mav begin the
tion for this building.

A total goal of $F600000 for this
Ean each  mwember of
chirch ¢ount it a privilese
ELOD or guore that he or My
share in this worthwhile pragran,

May the
Loy v

she

A PEACEFUL WORLD

Jesus Christ came to give Teace to
all the workl

The National Convention is a Mis-
sionary Convention—I[L accepts ag ils
e out into plb the world — “Fhe
Urniterd Chriselan  Missionary  So-
ciety amd arges its chupches to full
Not only must  we
do the things which we have so long
veglected, hul we st continoe to
do and inerease our parbicipation
the worle the church is doing around
the would.

v
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