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Selah
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MEMPHIS
88
Although the next biennial
session of the National
Convocation of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)
will not be held until
August 1988, one registrat ion
for the event has been
received already.

When the Convocation Board of
Trustees met in Indianapolis,
December 11-13, 1986, and
began planning for the August
1988 meeting in Memphis, TN,
the Rev. Robert W. Dickerson,
Cleveland, OB, paid his
registration fee to show his
enthusiasm for the upcoming
event.

The Convocat ion is hoping the
Memphis session will attract
one of the largest number of
Black Disciples to ever attend
a sess ion. The' Board is
planning regional promotional
events in 1987 and early 1988.

The Rev. Alvin o. Jackson,
Memphis, Convocation presi-
dent, said 1988 will be a good
year for the sess ion because
it will be an elect ion year,
South Africa will still be an
issue of concern and Greenwood
Cemetery of Nashville will be
celebrating its centennial
anniversary.

In other action, the Board
accepted a report from its
Task Force on the Pens ion
Fund's Investment with South
Afr ica which commended the
efforts of the Disciples'
Pens ion fund for its prudent
business practices and divest-
ment procedures concerning
South African investments.

Chairman of the task force,
the Rev. Booker T. Dickason,
Washington, DC, said after
meeting with the Disciples'
Corporate Responsibility
Advisory Committee, "We
learned that we are not
bankers and how morally com-
mitted they are. It is a
monumental task to pullout of
South Afr ica."



He reported that the Pension
Fund had divested all of its
South African holdings except
100 shares in Citicorp which
it will hold until the spring
shareholders meet ing in order
to have a voice at that
meeting. The National
Benevolent Association has
divested all of its South
African holdings except IBM
which has said it will pull
out of South Africa.

"We feel confident that the
church is doing all it can and
what it should be doing," said
Dickason.

New Direction
The Committee on Black and
Hispanic Concerns of the
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) celebrated its 10th
anniversary when it met last
December.

"The commi ttee is just
beginning to come to its
fullness in terms of
understanding what its purpose
is, working in partnership
with the general units to
identify strengths and
weaknesses in existing
programs and working on solu-
tions together," said the Rev.
John R. Foulkes, Sr.,
Associate General Minister and
Administrative Secretary of
the National Convocation.
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A new direction for the
10-year-old committee is
reflected in a proposed name
change, approved at its
December 10-11, 1986 meeting.
If approved by the Disc iples'
Administrative Committee, the
body will become the Committee
for Racial Ethnic Inclusive-
ness and E~powerment.

In recommendations and con-
cerns addressed by the commit-
tee, the Hispanic caucus
recommended to the Council on
Chr istian Unity that a joint
United Church of Christ and
Disc iples of Chr ist Hispanic
committee be established to
consider the implications of
the UCC/Disciples partnership
for the Hispanic membership.

The caucus expressed its con-
cern about the "English Only"
movement and asked the Rev.
John O. Humbert, the church's
general minister and presi-
dent, to speak in opposition
to the movement.

The group also listed some
negative implications of the
United States Immigration
Reform and Control Act of 1986
and urged the church to con-
tinue its ministry to undocu-
mented persons in the U.S.
The Hispanic caucus also
recommended that a
Consultation for the
Eradication of Racism be spon-
sored by the church.



The Black caucus applauded
some units in their efforts to
employ minorities but
expressed concern at low
number of minor ities on other
unit staffs. The National
Benevolent Association and the
Pension Fund were commended
for the manner in which they
have hand led South Afr ican
divestment.

The Black caucus suggested the
Disciples of Christ Historical
Society tape conversations
with older Black leaders to
fill in the gaps in the
history of the .Black
Disc iples. They also want to
work with the Historical
Society to prepare for the
1988 centennial celebration ~f
Greenwood Cemetery in
Nashv ille.

Jimmie Ward Ordained
Jimmie L. Ward, a recent gra-
duate of Brite Divinity School
in Fort Worth, TX, was
ordained into the Christian
Ministry on September 21 at
the Twelfth Street Christian
Church. Mr. Ward is also a
graduate of North Carol ina
Central University in Durham
and of the University of North
Carol ina in Chape 1 Hi11, and
attended Howard University
Div inity School. He and his
wife, Ronnie, and four
children are residents of
Washington, DC.

vVvvvvvvvvvv
Change of Address

Always give both old and new addresses
when requesting change for mailing. If poss-
ible, enclose the address label from your
latest newsletter. Send your changes to
Board of Church Extension for SELAH Mail-
ing List: P.O. Box 7030, Indpls., IN 46207.

vvvvvvvvvvvv
HAVE YOU SENT YOUR NEWS

ARTICLES TO THE CONVOCATION
OFFICE TO SHARE IN SELAH?

Present With The Lord
Edna Dixon Brown,
Indianapolis, an active member
of the Nat ional Convocation,
aggressive supporter of the
Star Supporter Fund, member of
the General Board, member of
the Indiana Region Commission
on Ministry, and member of
Downey Avenue Christian Church
was born into eternity on
December 25, 1986.

J.

Harold Watkins, Alex Cade,
Harold Johnson, and Robert
Brown identified the following
characteristics of Edna's
life: contagious, influen-
tial, effective, caring, full
commitment, transparent per-
sonality, wisdom, mutual
respect, concern for children,
dedication to family,
accessible, available, able
friend; a lovable, unique,
strong-willed person that
showed determination and
strong faith. Edna was a per-
son who was abIe to smi Ie,
laugh and joke. A person who
carried the sentence of death
in her blood, but lived life
to its fullest.



Robert Brown closed
ment with a story
The car had a good
the rest of
deteriorated. The
the car suggested
the body and send
on.

his state-
of a car.
motor, but

it had
owner of

we scrape
the engine

11 11 11

Homegoing celebration services
were held for Berniece Amber
Holmes on December 17, at East
16th Christian . Church,
Oklahoma City, OK. Sister
Holmes served for 14 years on
the National Board of
Chr istian Churches, 12 years
on the National Planning Board
of Christian Women's
Fellowship and was a lifetime
member of the Oklahoma Sixth
District Planning Committee of
Christian Churches.

We, The Black Americans

There are more of us • • •
In 1790, when the first census
was taken, we numbered about
760,000 and represented about
19 percent of the U.S. popula-
tion. By the start of the

Civil War in 1860, our numbers
had increased to 4.4 million
but our percentage of the U.S.
total dropped to 14.1 percent.
Most of us were slaves, only
488,000 were counted as
"freemen."

By 1900, our population had
doub led over the 1860 figure,
reaching 8.8 million. We
passed the 15 million mark in
1950, and the census counted
22.6 million of us in 1970.
By 1985, we numbered 28.2
million. (U.S. Department of
Commerce Bureau of the Census)

010106255 15 1038MARVIN DALE WILLIAMS JR1408 WEBER DR APT BINDIANAPOLIS IN 46227

Selah
Published Mon/hly

The National Convocation 0/
The Christian Church
(Disciples 01CHrist}

P.O. Box 1986
Indianapolis, Indiana 46206

Editor. John R. Foulkes
Tallen ',om the Psalms "S8/a/)" 1$ a Hebrew wOrd

used In mUSIC to show where the cymbals should be
played Our ChnsIJan Journey can be compared to a

Psalms SometImes smooth and melOdiOUs.
somellmes not so smooth.

SELAH 1$ In/ended to be an mteHuptlon
to 'hat Journeys "ow tormmg our Issues

01 concern Of celebratIon that
WIll enhance that Journey.

Non-prolll Organization
u.s.POSTAGE

PAID
Indianapolis, Ind
Permit No. 413



Forum For Issues in the Black Church
Selah

Vol. 2, No.2 March 1987

"CHOSEN BY THE SPIRIT;
CHALLENGED TO BE ..."

The theme selected for the 10th Biennial
Session of the National Convocation of
the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) is "Chosen by the Spirit;
Challenged to Be .•."

The convocation's program planning com-
mittee selected the theme when it met in
Indianapolis, February 13-14,to plan the
session to be held in Memphis, Tenn.,
August 8-12, 1988.

In selecting the theme, there were the
common words "challenged" and "chosen,"
in several of the suggested themes,
according to the Rev. John R. Foulkes,
associate general minister and admi-
nistrative secretary of the National
Convocation.

"We are trying to say that God chose us
and through the activity of the spirit
has come an ownership. Because of this
ownership, we are challenged to live out
aur faith," he said.

Foulkes explained that Luke 4:16-21, a
statement of Jesus' mission, will be
used as the sub-theme for the daily
sessions. On Monday the sub-theme wi11

be "Good News to the Poor j" Tuesday,
"Release to the Captives;" Wednesday,
"Sight to the Blind;" Thursday, "Liberty
to the Oppressed;" and Friday, "the
Acceptable Year of the Lord."

The opening service of the session will
be held Monday, August 8, at 7:30 p.m.
at Mississippi Boulevard Christian
Church, said Foulkes. All other
sessions and workshops will be held at
the Memphis Convention Center.

The musician for the session, Gale Jones
Murphy, Memphis, has written an original
song for the event entitled "We are
Chosen •••"

The committee for the Greenwood Cemetery
Centennial Celebration also met to plan
for its 100th anniversary activities
which will precede the convocation,
August 6-7 in Nashville.

The Greenwood Cemetery celebration will
focus on Preston Taylor, founder of the
convocation's predecessor, the National
Christian Missionary Convention.
Taylor, a former slave, founded
Greenwood Cemetery. It was part of his



estate which was willed to the National
Christian Miasionary Convention. His
gifts left an endowment which still
funds the National Convocation office,
according to Foulkes.

JARVIS' DIAMOND JUBILEE
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Jarvis Christian College, is com-
memorating its seventy-fifth birth year.

Jarvis has reached this point in history
as the result of the efforts of our
Black churches and the boundless
blessings of God. In recognition of its
birth, its justification for continued
existence, the thousands of young
people, who but for a JARVIS, might not
have had an-opportunity for higher edu-
cation, and its dedication to continue
to serve the needs of young people, both
history and the needs of young people
cry out for our churches to respond at
this time. Our DIAMOND JUBILEE
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION lifts up rich
traditions, commitment, affirmation of
thankfu Iness and dedication to the
future. Resultingly, we do not want
history to record that a single one of
our Black churches did not seize upon
this momentous opportunity to
demonstrate its thanks for a JARVIS,
belief and faith in a JARVIS and a
determined will for its future.

The Rev. Jesse G. Truvillion of Brite
Divinity School, Texas Christian
University served as Jarvis Christian
College's Diamond Jubilee lecturer for
the Second Annual oreon E. Scott Ethical
Issues Lecture.

The Second Annual oreon E. Scott
Lectures were held on Sunday, February
22, 1987 at 10:30 a.m., Sunday night at
7:30 p.m., Monday night, February 23rd
at 7:30 p.m., and Tuesday, 11:30 a.m.
at the Convocation.

WILLOW ST. CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
ll3TH ANNIVERSARY OBSERVANCE. Sunday,
March 8, the pastor and members of
Willow Street will observe its 113th
anniversary. Special services have been
planned. The theme this year is "Dare To
March On! ", giving special recognition
to the 25th year that the church marched
from its Broadway location to 404 Willow
Street under the pastor of Dr. Raymond
E. Brown. The guest speaker for this
celebration will be Dr. Brown, now
senior vice president of the Board of
Church Extension, Indianapolis, Indiana.

Special music will be rendered by the
Gospel Tones of Mexico, Missouri and
special selections from the church's
three choirs will also be presented. An
all church and community fellowship
dinner will also be held between worShip
services. (by Lucille Morrison, chair-
man of publicity, Willow St. Christian
Church, Hannibal, Missouri)

E.L. GRIFFIN'S
50TH YEAR
The congregation of the First Christian
Church of Shaw, Mississippi, will be
celebrating Elder E. L. Griffin's 50
years of ministry on Sunday, March 29.

2.



YOUTH WORKING IN THE
NAME OF CHRIST

In the December issue of SELAH, an
article mentioned the fact that young
people are not working in the Christian
Church. Second Christian Church (Fort
Worth, Texas) is more than proud to be
an exception to that rule. For years
Second Christian's youth have been a
major and active part of church activi-
ties. Recently, new programs have been
introduced to assure our youth full par-
ticipation in our services. We believe
there are many reasons for our youth
participation success.

For starters, our youth are encouraged
to be involved. They have a hand in many
of the church's decisions; and they are
asked to participate in activities such
as skits, programs, and plays. Secondly,
activities are not limited. We not only
have programs by youth on special holi-
days, we have programs throughout the
year. We also have programs designed
just for our youth.

The youth are involved with choirs. They
serve as ushers. We are very pleased
with our junior deacons who are in
training until they become adult
deacons. Second takes a great deal of
pride in one more activity. Every third
Sunday our youth take over the church.
They pray, sing, take offering, give
announcements, and also usher. Just the
idea of being able to become involved in
the church keeps our youth coming in
large masses. The importance of involve-
ment stressed among our youth has paid
off. The children are more respectfu1,
attentive, and keen to learning. Their

attendance
flourishing
strenuously.

at Sunday School is
and our youth group works

Second Christian Church believes the
reason behind the youth's success is
acceptance. They feel like they belong
to something and that makes them want to
work hard for its overall general suc-
cess. We believe that through this
acceptance, our youth will continue to
grow into faithful Christians still
working in the name of the Lord. Second
hopes that churches with youth par-
ticipation problems will take this
example to heart and realize that given
the opportunity, not only will the youth
work, they will prosper. (By Laetitia
Coleman, a senior in the International
Baccalaureate Program at Wyatt High
School and a member of Second Christian
Church in Fort Worth)

************************************
* *
: HAVE YOU SENT YOUR NEWS :
: ARTICLES TO THE CONVOCATION :
: OFFICE TO SHARE IN SELAH? :
* ** *******************************~*****

A.J. WARREN PARTICIPATES
IN STUDY FORUM ON MLK

Archie J. Warren, Sr. , pastor and
founder of Calvary Temple Christian
Church, Knoxville, Tennessee, par-
ticipated in the Vanderbilt Divinity
School's Knoxville study forum. Rev.
Warren's reflections on Martin Luther
King are scheduled to be published in
the divinity school's publication, THE
SPIRE.
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MISSION EFFORTS OF THE
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
AND THE UCC

Joint mission efforts of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) and the
United Church of Christ must include
advocacy elements and not perpetuate
paternalistic styles of mission.

So said the Administrative Committee of
the General Board guiding the two
churches' ecumenical partnership in its
meeting, January 3D-February 2,
Indianapolis, Indiana.

It is not enough, said the committee, to
touch people I s Iives with needed ser-
vices. The mission of the church also
must "name the sin" and address those
forces which "keep the community
suppressed, keep the poor communities
poor."

While affirming God at work in mission
which humanizes, cares for the needy and
offers human dignity, ecumenical mission
must be "biblically authentic" and lead
to renewal and interdependence, the com-
mittee stressed.

OVERSEAS CHURCH
SERVICE
Have you ever considered serving the
church overseas? The Division of
Overseas Ministries, Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is seeking
qualified persons to serve in exciting
ministries throughout the world. In
1986 we had a total of 110 persons
serving in 31 countries.

What requirements are there for overseas
service?

0Strong faith commitment and
active church participation.

°A college education, although
there a few builders, mecha-
nics, etc.

0Professional experience.

0Significant contact with per-
sons of other traditions and
cultures.

°Adaptability to changing
conditions, able to relate
easily to those in authority,
able to respond well to
stress.

Opportuni ties

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS - ZAIRE. Medical
doctors and registered nurses.
Experience in general or family medicine
for service at Disciples of Christ
Hospitals in relatively remote Zairian
villages. Orientation in tropical medi-
cine and language study provided. 3-year
term.

COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER - NEPAL. Train-
ing or experience in community organiza-
tion, ability to live in remote
situation, and language learning skills
essential. Commitment up to 6 years
desirable.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATOR - JAMAICA. Design
and coordinat ion of programs related to
the Disciples of Christ Church in
Jamaica. 4-year term.

4.



PROFESSOR FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
INDONESIA. Doctorate desirable. M.A. in
Christian Education could qualify.
Ecumenical support. Language study pro-
vided. 4-year term, longer commitment
desirable.

For further information contact:
Julia M. Brown, Division of

Ministries, Christian
(Disciples of Christ),

Box 1986, Indianapolis, IN

Overseas
Church
P.O.
46206.

A CELEBRATION FOR
BLACK ACHIEVERS

Many people have asked those of us who
are interested in the history of Black
people, "Why celebrate Black history?",
Why call attention to Black history?",
"Is it not the same as any other
history?", "Why would we set aside a day
or month for reflection about Black
history?"

All of these questions come into view
when we attempt to write on the subject.
There are two main reasons why we should
take time out in order to call the
attention of the whole world to the acts
and deeds of the Black people, espe-
cially the Black people of this country.

First, because reflections offer a cata-
lyst for academic efficiency. Secondly,
because any casim in history leaves us
unintelligent about the past.

We are told that the Black and Jewish
races are the "most persecuted races in
the world. Historians have not come up
with a definite answer as to the reason

why, however, the Jewish race have vowed
to not let their young generation forget
the history of their race be it good or
bad.

The Passover has been celebrated for
hundreds of years. The Jews don't want
their children to forget their escape
from Egypt. The holocaust that pccurred
in Germany is not celebrated but April
10, 1945 will never be forgotten by the
Jews because it is said that six million
of them were executed under Hitler's
regime.

Blacks have much in common with the Jews
when it comes to human survival. The
main difference between the two groups
is that the Blacks were in their own
homeland where they were supposed to be
fu11 fledged citizens, but were not
allowed to enjoy the same privileges
that others enjoyed. Many outstanding
contributions have gone unnoticed
because the history books of our public
schools do not reflect them. Therefore
there is a grave need for reflection on
the acts and deeds of the forefathers of
the Black boys and Black girls of our
generation. The main purpose for
historical celebration of Black people
should not be for refueling prejudice
nor segregation but to encourage young
people to Iive so dynamically that no
race or nation will ever seek to enslave
them again.

There are many torch bearers whose acts
and deeds have not been recorded in the
academic arena, but whose footprints
have not been erased by the winds of
bigotry, prejudice nor segregation.
Torch bearers have built the bridges
over which we as Black people can cross
the turbulent waters of ignorance and
poverty. These, we should never forget.

5.





J'fet liic H. Bmm
Rev. Eric H. Brown was called to the roinistry in
Novemberof 1979. Hepreached his first sermonon
the third St.mdayin Deca!l.berof 1979. He served as
an a~sistant to the pa~tor at the Evangelistic
Baptist Church fran Deca!l.ber 1979 to OCtober1983.
In OCtoberof 1983, he joined the WildewoodChristian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in OklananaCity, OK.
Pa~tor William Sil!l!ls informed nim of the Graduate
Se!'!linaryof Phillips University, which he entered in
.January of 1984. He graduated May12, 1987and was
ordained at the Wildewood Christian Church, May17,
1987.

'Whilein seminary, Rev. Brownserved, and continues
to serve ac.;the pac.;torof the second Christian Church
in Muskogee, Oklahana. He is currently in the
relOC"..ationprocess in the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ).

Christ's Coogre;atiooal Christian Church
of ~troit
In the armual congregational meeting of United
Congregational Christian Church held in February,
1986, it was IOOtionedby Rev. LaMar Clark that
Minister Ruth Sharpe, a !'l'!e!'!l.berof United be elected
to the position of ''Director of Outreach Ministries"
- the duties would be: 1} To locate and obtain a
site for bible clac.;se,c.;and "K.>rship; 2} Gather a
roinirnal of ten adults who were willing to OO'!!!lit
their prayers, participation and financial support to
makethe mission loK>rk;and 3) Apply for status a~ a
congregational church.

'I1legoal, of course, was to develop a mission on the
eastside of Detroit. 111emotion was voted on and
accepted by the congregation, and Ruth Sharpe was
given the posi tion of "Director of O.ltreach Mini-
stries. "

In April 1986, Sis. Sharpe gathered nearly 40
persons, whosigned a covenantal statement OO'!!!litting
thE!!lselvesto be a part of the newcongregation.

()} April 21, 1986, a meeting was held in Sis.
Sharpe's hane at which time officers were elected,
constitution and ~laws were reviewed, and a new
church was born - "Christ Is Congregational Christian
Churchof Detroit."

OnMay 4, 1986, at 5 p.m., Cl'Irist's Congregational
Christian Ch\~ch of Detroit held its first service.

Services were held at 2587Lakewood- the hane of
Sis. Sharpe. There were 33 people in attendance.

Since C)l.~ beginning on May4, 1986, wehave becane
officially recognized a~ part of the National
Association of Congregational Cl'Iristian Ch\~ches, and
also the Disciples of Christ. Weare incorporated
with the State of Michiganand are tax exemptwith
the Internal Revenue.

Fran May 1986, thro.tgh Deca!l.ber1986, services were
held in the hare of Sis. Sharpe. Dl.~ingthat time we
received 16 new!'l'!e!'!l.bers,had 14 baptiS!!ls, 1 dedica-
tion, 1.30 people came forward d1.~inginvitation for
prayer . O.~ total S\mdayattendance for that period
of time was 757 people. For the sameperiod of time,
we had 377 people to attend C)l.~ Tuesdaynight bible
study c1ac.;s.

()} January 25, 1987, we movedinto o\~ temporary
facility at 16605East Warren. Since IOOVingin, we
have six newmem.bersand two IOOrebaptisms to add to
C)l.~ statistics.

To date we are still seeking permanent facilities
where we can plant C)l.~ roots and seek to be IOOr€
effective in OI.~ Father Is business.

J:wble Fifties
Elder and Mrs. G. Ellison Lakes celebrated their
Fiftieth Wedding· Anniversary and Elder Lakes'
fiftieth anniversary of ordination to the ministry on
Sunday, the 21st of J\me 1987 at the ~pe Parkway
Urdted Christian Ch\~ch, Kan.~a~City, tfJ.

GET IJiVOLVED!

Church Loyalty
Emphasis
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"Faithful
to Gocfs
Claim"

General A.uembly

October 16-21. 1987
Lou~. Kentucky

'1be l£Qisville General AssEmbly.is whenthe
Christian 01urch (Disciples of Christ) will
explore the ways in which it can be
''Faithful to God's Claim~" New exmnitments
to GodIs call will grow oot of the assEmbly
to be held ~r 16-21, in lmisville,
KY.

Ccnvocaticn Dinrfr
Haveyoo ever lIOOderedwhy there is usually <Xnf\lSioo
S\lI'I'Q.tndingticket sales for the Natiooal Coovocatioo
dinner at General Assembly? '1be answer is simple.
Wenormally have oor dinner 00 sat\trday night, 24
h<xtrSafter the Assembly opens. '!bat meansthat we
have ooly had ale day to sell tickets whenwe have to
give the caterer the numberof dinners to be served
two days before the dinner. Since we dooIt want to
pay for dinners that we doo't sell tickets for, we
normally order a very cooservati ve m1lllberof dinners.

'Ibis year we are going to try to sell the dinners
before the General Assembly thro.tgh the Coovocation
office. Please fill o.lt the following meal ticket
order form and send it with ~tr check to the
Natiooal Coovocatioo office as soon as you register
for the ~risville General A..ClS€IJl.bly.Wewill order

the dinners that we receive advance payment for.
~y 50 additional meal tickets will be sold at the
Coovocationbooth the day of the dinner.

Meal order Ticket FonD
~ OF THE TENl'HBmmAL SESSI~ (:I mE
NATIOOLcaMXATI~

Natiooal Coovocatioo Dinner at the ~risville
General Assembly

Date:
Time:
Where:
<;a;t:

October 17, 1987
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
cemnonwealth Conventioncenter /klI.risville
$10.00 per ticket

Welook forward to ~l joining \15 in a familial
atloosphere of fellowshipping, sharing, and making
newand meeting old friends while we share with ~l
"glimpses" of the Tenth Biennial sessioo in Memphis,
Aug\lSt8-12, 1988.
Na!ne, _

Address _

City ~State __ Zip Code _

NUlll.berof tickets _

Total check/Iooneyorder enclosed _
(Makepayable to NATIOOL<XJNOCATI~)

Please ret\trD to: John R. Foulkes, Adm. secretary
Natiooal Coovocation
P.O. Box1986
Indianapolis, IN 46206
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Forum For Issues in the Black Church

Septet€r 1987

cwr National Coovocatioo
'nle following persons were elected to serve ac;
officers of the CWFof the National Con~~ation for
1986-88. We solicit your support and prayers for
these individuals ac; they endeavor to be faithful in
service:

PRESIDFN/'
Isabell Stnith
3658 Albennar Ie Road
lTackson, 11S 39213

VICE PRESIDFN/'
FD1i.Iy Jack..<:oo
1807 Fainneade
l1emphis, 'IN 38114

SFrREl'ARy
lfay Reed
620.1 Haneland Dri ve
N"iBhville, 'IN 37218

11?lMT.TRiJ?
_~/iIi1ee Leak
2550 KfflIPer Road
Shaker Heights,af 44120

A Message Fran 'nle President
To the Christian Women's Fellowship of the National
Convocation

Dear Sisters in Christ:

I would like to take this opport1.mity to tell you ~
muchI appreciate the confidence you placed in meas
your president for the next two years. I shall do my
best to represent you and speak to the concemc;of
Black Womenwherever I go.

I ask for your support and prayers these two years
and would appreciate any ideac; you mayhave to make
ot~ time together in ~~phis an enjoyable and
profitable occ.ac;ion. I will be meeting in the
coming months with the planning committee of the
National Convocation, directed by Dr. John Foulkes.
~TaniceNewborn,staff of the Department of Chl.~ch
Women,will assist with CWFactivities.

Pleac;e do not hesitate to get in t01\ch-rith mewhenI
can be of help to you.

May('<XiI S love be present in your hearts. May('<Xi's
blessing be upon you ac;you senre.

Y01.~sin Christ,
Isabell M. S!!lith, CWFPresident for the National
Convocation

A Special Note Fran Janice Newborn, Departmentof
Church wanen

'nle Department of Ch1.~chWallenneeds to update the
mailing list of all congregational CWFpresidents.
'nIis "rill be particularly important for mailings
regarding CWFactivities and events at the National
Convocation in Memphisof interest to women. Pleac;e
fill out the section on the next page and return it
to Janice, so that you will not miss vi tal informa-
tion to be shared with wanenin yt)l.~ch1.~ch. If you
do not have a CWF- send the nameof a contact person
to recei vemailings.Beinformed !

A Reminder: Ib'l't forget! Events for lbnen at the
wl.1isville General Assembly

'nle lAmcheoo for Wcmen
''Pattemc; of Faithfulness - A Tribute to Fran
Craddock," Wednesday, OCt. 21, 12:20 p.m., the Galt
House, $9.00.

Interest Groop
"Changes and Choices in CWF: AnOpport1.IDityfor
Faithfulness" - sat1.~day, OCt. 17, 2:30 p.m.

The Well
A Women's Center - gather, discuss, relax. Each
evening meet and dialogue with programpersonalities.
'nIe Convention('~nter.
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------RReturn this portion-------

The current president of CWF or representative is:

Narne. _

Address. _

City ---'State __ Zip _

Phone. _

Church. _

Address, _

City ~State __ Zip _

Minister _

carments, _

Date, Return to: Janice Newborn
Dept. of ChurchWaren
Div. of Ha!!elandMin.
P.O. Box1986
Indpls., IN 46206

AHistorical First
"And••• She CarneForth AWanan"

CtlWednesday,July 15, 1987, at 6:00 p.rn"! a day that
continually threatened rain, sane 2J)()() Black waren
laughing, hugging, S!Ililing, and crying gathered
downtownin the city of Indianapolis, IN at Univer-
sity Square on the corner of Venront and Meridian
Streets to march to the Circle Theatre and celebrate
the history of Black people in the t]nited States, and
the Black womanin partiClllar.

In the seventeen-year history of Indiana's Black Expo
event in Indianapolis' history, nothing of this
magnitudehas ever unified Black waren fran all walks
and ages in life to work together for a ccmoongoal.

The theme for the marchwas "Black WOOlenin Unity"
and for the entire EXpocelebration the collective
themewas "And . • • She cameForth a Wanan."

Sane one hundred-thirty Black Disciples wanenfran
Light of the WorldChristian Churchand various other
Disciples churches, a.c;well a.c;national staff wanen
marched behind the National Convocation of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 's banner.

Uponarriving at the Circle Theatre, anchor news
report, Barbara Boyd, served a.c; mistress of
cerernonies; actre$slsinger, MabelKing; poetess, Mari
Evans; and former Miss Black Indiana, MaryDenise
Bently inspired the audience and celebrated the Black
wanen.

In the best tradition of Black oratorical skill,
Attorney Patricia Rt~c;sell-MCCl~.~returned to her
hanetownand skillfully retold the story of "AndShe
came Forth a Wanan" to remind each listener of the
dream, the responsibility, and what the j~.1rney of
liberation is about. She affirmed wanenand reminded
them that a.c;being madein the image of Godthey were
responsible to work, rekindle, and shape the best
within themselves and others for in the language of
!!!l.~c;icwe are, as she said, "whole notes" in the score
of history.

Other events at Indiana Is Black EXpothat inch~ed
DisciplE'$ participation were the ecumenical service
honoring waren, held at Light of the WorldChristian
Church, pastored by Dr. T. Garrott BenjaJ!lin,with Dr.
John Bryant of Bethel A.M.E. in Baltimore, MD,
preaching; a numberof workshopsfor and aoout wanen;
hmcheoos; and exhibits.

As a pre-expo celebration, the Rev. Jesse L. Jack.c;oo
spoke at Light of the World Christian Church, July
13, for a campaignrally while in Indianapolis for a
conference on COImties.

Please note that we celebrate for the first time
,larvis Christian ('.allege and the National Benevolent
Association had booths at Indiana's Black EXpo.

N.B.A. U
A survey canpleted by the 1alg Term ('.are Magazine
indicated that National Beneyolent Association is now
the Number Ctle Provider aIroJ1gNon-Profits for
Retirement Care in the U.S. Each of you have played
a major role in this accanplishrnent, and we rejoice
together that we are giying quali ty care in a
financially responsible fashion. certainly our
Churchha.c; provided the irnpetl.~C;and strength for NBA
to continue this important work in our society.

Richard R. Lance, President
National Benevolent Association
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Cross Street Christian Church
The Cross Street Christian Church (Little Rock, AR)
held a S€l!linarla'5t J1.meon '-rhe Role of Elders and
the Diacanate," '~e History and Doctrine of the
Christian Church" and "Why? The Convocation." It
was informative and helpful to the church and
~bers of the other Black Christian Ch1.~chesin
Arkansas.

Dr. RaymondE. Brown, senior vice president of the
Board of Ch1.~chEKtension (Indianapolis, IN), was the
se!!linar leader. He was presented a plaque for his
years of service to the Christian Chl~ch and for
being the oldE'$t "Tir!!othy',of Cross Street Christian
Chl.~ch.

Cross Street Christian Ch1.~chalso held a ''Debt
Reduction Rally" at the close of the S€l!linarand over
$4,000 was raised to retire the debt on the chl~ch
building. Rev. Robert L. Brown,brother of Raymond
E. Brown, is pastor of Cross street Christian Chl~ch.

Dl1' s nrree-point _is
A three-point empha~isha~ been accepted by the board
of the Division of overseas Ministries of the
Christian Ch1.~ch (Disciples of Christ) a~ a wayof
temporarily highlighting specific aspects of DaM's
ministry.

The three empha'5esto be in effect for the next three
years are on roinistries with people beyondpoverty~
ministries in response to the challenge of a
pl1.~alistic world with Christians in Marxist
~.mtries~ and roinistries in medical work and new
ch1.~chestablish.ment with the Disciples COO!!!I.mityin
zaire, Africa.

"SUllivan Principles" Are Failir~
The c.all by the Rev. Leon Sullivan for American
businesses to pull out of South Africa supports the
recognition by the chl~ches that there have been no
changes in the apartheid system, according to a
Christian Chl.~ch (Disciples of Christ) international
humanrights executive.

'-rhe ch1.~cheshave nowbeen joined by Dr. Sullivan in
the belief that apartheid is not being dismantled b.lt
rather growing entrenched~ and therefore, there is no
IOOralbasis for any econ(1!licrelationships 'nth South
Africa," said the Rev. Paul F. Wilson, Indianapolis r

co-director of the Divisions of Hanelandand OVersea<;
Ministries jointly sponsored program.

Stulivan, a Philadelphia Baptist minister who
authored the "S1.111ivan Principles" a code of conduct

for U.S. canpanies in South Africa, annot.mcedd1.~ing
a Jl.me3 press conference held in New York that his
fair-employment principles have failed to end
apartheid and called on nearly 200 U.S. businesses to
1'1.111out of South Africa in nine lOOtlths.

He f1.~ther called upon President Reagan to break
diplomatic relatio~'5 with the Re~.mlic of ~lth
Africa and called for action against any foreign
ro.mtries whosecm.panies would replace withdrawing
U.S. cm.panies.

"Dr. Sullivan's statement removed the al.~a of
respectability fran canpanies who have profited over
the racist system of apartheid. For years the facade
of the Sullivan Principles ha'5 been used in the
rationale for U.S. cm.pani€'$ to do b.t.c:::inessthere,"
said Wilson.

Noting that over 100 U.S. canpanies have withdrawn
fran South Africa in the lac:::t three years, Wilson
said ~111ivan's annot.mcernentis a challenge to all
U.S. investors, including universities and founda-
tions, state and ci ty pe~c:::ionfunds, trade l.mionsand
ch1.~ches, to join the chorus of voices calling for an
end to all ~~iness involvement in ~lth Africa.

Disciples of Christ general units have divested all
l:Alttwo stocks in 12 cm.panies doing substantial
bl~iness in South Africa. The two exceptions are
stocks held to file shareholder's acti~<;.

The Disciples' Administrative Committee, in its
February meeting, set an end of 1987 deadline for the
chl.~ch to cm.plete the process of divestment fran
corporatimc:::doing substantial and strategic b.~iness
with ~.lth Afric.a.

The Disciples' Corporate Respo~'5ibility Advisory
Ca!!llittee ~Till be looking at additional U.S. can-
panies whocontinue to do bt.t.'5inesswith ~lth Africa,
said Wilson.

CcmrandIrents witOOtit ~
A decade ago, the Rev. Leon S\.ulivan, a Baptist
clergymanand civil rights leader, formulated a set
of anti-apartheid principles that cameto be adopted
by a majority of U.S. cm.panie~ operating in that
tr~.tbled land. Lac:::tweek~lllivan called a press
conference in Wac:::hingtonto aT'\l1Ol.mcea dramatic
change in strategy. Because the so-called ~.lllivan
Principles had failed to bring an end to apartheid,
he declared, he had concluded that all A.rnericanfirros
should leave South Africa and that the Reagan
Ad!!linistration Sh~.lld break its remaining trade and
diplomatic ties t-rith that ~.l.ntry. (TIME,6/15/87)



we, 'fue Black A'rericans
• • • And roore poverty

Wemade significant progress in several area':! during
the past decade, but inflation and a periodically
recessiooary ecooa!!Y caused manyof l.~':!to slip bel~
the poverty level.

-The nt.1!'!l.berof Black persons bel~ the poverty line
rose fron 8.6 !!lillioo in 1980 to 9.5 !!lillion in 1984.
Amongwhites, 23.0 millioo were poor in 1984.

-The Black poverty rate was 33.8 percent in 1984, not
significantly different fram the 1980 rate of 32.5
percent. The poverty rate for whites wa.':!11.5
percent in 1984.

-About 31 percent or 2.1 million of all Black
falllilies had mooeyincanes below the poverty level
in 1984.

-Black female householders accounted for 73 percent
of all poor Black fa!!lilies in 1984.

The federally defined poverty level, does not include
nooca':!hbenefits such as hol.~':!ing,food and medical
assistance. m.s. Dept. of CarmerceBureau of the
Censu...c:)

Convocatioo Dirmer
Have~l ever FnJderedwhy there is nc:.uallyronf!l...t:ion
surroundi.ng ticket sales for the National Convocation
dinner at General A..t:..t:enbly?The an..t:Weris simple.
Ve 110nnallyhave our dinner on Saturday night, 24

hours after the A...t:semblyopens. That mean..c:that we
hatreonly had one day to sell tickets whenwehatre
to give the caterer the munber of dinners to be
senred tr,u days before the dinner. Since we don't
want to ~y for dinners that we don't sell tickets
for, we11Onnallyorder a very mll..t:ervative munberof
dinners.

'I1Jis~ we are going to try to sell the dinners
before the General A..t:..c:emblythrough the (bnvocation
office. Plea..t:efill out the meal ticket order form
below and send it frith your check to the National
(bnvocation offi~ as soon a..t:yOll register for the
U>l.Iis~rjlle General At5sembly. Ve frill order the
dinners that we recei tre advance~yment for.

Thedinner will be held OCtober 17, 1987 (Saturday),
5:.10 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the CarrnonwealthConventiro
Center in wuistri.lle. Tickets .are $10.00 each.

_____ Clip and 11ail, _
ConvocationDinner

Name~ _

Address. _

eity. ,State__ Zip'___ _

lb. of tickets _ AmoI.mtenclosed _

send to: National Convocation; P.O. Box 1986;
Indianapolis, IN 46206
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Associate regional ministers meeting with Dr. John R.
Foulkes (far left). They are fran left to right Jack
SUllivan, Mid-America region; Robert W.Dickerson,
Cbio region; Deloris Carpenter, Indiana region; J.O.
WilliaIm:l,North Carolina region, Paul Sims, Southwe.c;t
region, and Earl Murray, Alabama-i{orthwestFlorida
region.

NewOOm To Pecare
~pt. ~tive

\.Tanice R. Newborn, Indianapolis, will becane the
executive of the Department of Church Wanen of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) effective

January 1, 1988. Newbornsucceeds Frances S. Craddock
who will retire on Dec€mber 31 after being the
department executive and corporate vice president of
the Disciples' Division of Hcmeland.Ministries since
1979.

In this positioo, Newbornwill be respoosible for the
administration of the department and. related
programs. 'Ibis includes developnent of general
planning for the life and work of wanen in the
<n1gI"egations and for general programplanning and.
implementation of Christian wanen's Fellowship in the
U.S. and Canadaand.relating to wanenin all areas of
church life.

Cctorer 1987

Newborn has served on OOM's staff as director of
programimplementation in the Department of Church
Wanensince 1983. She coordinated the arrangements
and plans tor the International Christian Wanen's
Fellowship QUadrennial A...c;semblywhich brn.tght
together over 5,000 wanen at Purdue University
(Indiana) in July 1986.

Prior to her present position, Newborn served as
corporation secretary and secretary to the president
of the Division of OVerseasMinistries.

Newbornhas served on the board of the Disciples'
ChurchFinance Col.uril, Christian Wanen's Fellowship
board of Mid-America region, legislative affairs
chairperson of the Mid-America region, cwr cabinet
memberfor Cbio and president and vice-president of
the Ministers' Wives Fellowship of the National
Convocation.

Newbornis a native of YoongstOlm,Cbio, and.received
a bactlelor of science degree in ~lSic education fran
YCl.mgstOlmUniversity. She has done graduate studies
at MaloneCollege in Canton.

Her husband, the Rev. Dr. Ernest J. Newborn,is the
admi.ni.strative director of Reo::nciliation for the
Disciples r Church Finance ~mcil. They are the
parents of a son and. a daughter, both practicing
attorneys in Indianapolis.

m celebrates lOOthAnniversary
'Ibere was fellowshipping, reminiscing, and spiritUal
renewal, July 23-25, as the officers, membersand.
friends of the Mississippi Christian Missionary
Conventioo jCl.1I'Il~ to Port Gibson, MS, the
birthplace of the coovention, to share in it$
celebration of 100 years.

President Chamblissgave dynamic leadership to the
progranmatic activities for this occasion. 'Ibe
workshopswere directed by Ruth P. Hobbs, chairperson
of the Christian FJ:lucation Department. 'Ibe adult
workshopswere led by Dr. John R. canpton, president
of the Division of Haneland.Ministries; Dr. John R.
Foolkes, associate general minister and administra-



tive secretary of the Natiooal Coovocatioo; and the
Rev. George Wagner,president of the regiooal assEmb-
ly. Rev. William McKnight,regiooal minister, and
Rev. Harrisoo sanah guided the p.lth ministries.

'l'tIo members who are as old as the conventioo, Mrs.
Rosetta WeaverMackey, Port Gibsoo and Mrs. Jennie
Lewis, Clarksdale, received distinguished awards for
their long years of meritorious service. '!be two
oldest churches, SalemChristian Church, GrandGulf,
MS and Bethel Christian Church, Coila, MS, 1lere given
special I'e(X)gIlitioo.

Another highlight of the as..'::emblywas a ooratatioo
banquet, spal...ClOrE!dby the Ministers I Wives. Ann
Picket, Ib.::s Point, MS, is president of the Ministers'
Wi~ Fellowship in Mississippi.

Ruth P. Hobbs, a member of the United Christian
Church, Jacksoo, MS, will be serving as president of
the conventioo for the next two years.

Sooth carolina Cooventioo
'!be SOOth Carolina Christian Church conventioo is
pro.ld of the work Pastor Gralin Hamptoo is doing
there.

Pastor Ifaniltoo returned to So.tth Carolina in 1981
after staying in New York for eleven years. Upoo
returning to his childhood church, he was elected to
serve as elder. As elder, the church movedin a new
directioo. 'Ibe first thing Rev. Hamptoodid was to
put the church 00 fUll-time service, wherein all the
black churches were having service once or twice a
!Ialth.

Liberty Hill Christian ctmrch begins its service every
Stmdaywith a preacher. Rev. Hamptoobecamepastor in
1983and. the church madea tremendoosfacelift. It
went' fran a value of $20,000 to its present value of
$175,000.

In October of 1986, he was called to serve another
cmgregatioo, Briner Christian Church in Holly Hill,
se. Rev. Hamptoo also put that church 00 full-time
service as well. He preaches two services a day 00

Stmday, ale early oorning and.ale early afternooo..
Both churches are able to have service every SUnday.
other churches in So.tth Carolina are now having
service every Stmday.

lblse '!be beless
All Peoples Christian Church, lJJSAngeles, CA- en the
12th of July just prior to worship service a check in
the anKJJIltof $758.00 to place two oore haneless
persoos into Transitioo Hoose was presented to Mr.

DwightGrey, whowas there for Martha 8rtMl Hicks,
president of Skid ROlfDevelopnentProject. Mr. Grey
is the fb.lSing Director for Transitioo Ib.tse. Mrs.
Hicks was recuperating after being in the hospital.
Mr. Grey addressed the coogregatioo to thank and
~trage their support.

In the future they will be working directly with Mr.
Grey. '!be People's Park camri.ttee will be going to
Transitioo HOl.tseto meet with and give en<:n.tragement
to those hcmeless persoos and. try to keep the
coogregatioo aware of their progress.

'lbe HOl.t.o::ethe Haneless F\md began attanpting with
God's help to spoosor two haneles.c;persons with three
D.mdraisers; but because of the OOIIIItmity' s love,
giving and concern alnlt their brothers and sisters
00 skid rOlf, three persoos were spoo...ClOredwith two
nmd raisers, raising in e.xcess of $1,000. These
blessings provided oore blessings in the form of
stepping stooes for those haneless persoos who
seriOl.lSlyseek to rebuild their Ii ves.

In Jt.me they fed between 375-400persoos and in July
between 400-500 persons. God is truly tlSing All
Peoples Christian Chttrchand center to express His
concern and love in ale of manyareas in the narI'Olf
way.

Jerry Galbreath rmies
Jerry RayGalbreath and Elsa Mazzucca Foster were
united in holy matrinroy on July 26, at Pine Street
Christian Chttrchin TUlsa, OK. Rev. Galbreath is in
his seventh year of pastorate at Pine St. and is the
secretary of the northeac;t district of the Christian
Chttrchin Oklahcma. Mrs. Galbreath is a high school
teacher in Pbrris and a memberof Pine St.

Darrell Gltes Acceptei at Yale
Darrell Gates, an halor graduate of central High
SChoolin Memphis,'IN and a memberof WalkerMeroc>rial
Christian Church is attending Yale University on a
scholarship this fall. Darrell was a memberof the
hooor society, band, Spanish Club, treast.trer of the
sttldent ro.mcil, and manyother organizatioos dttring
high school.

'!be members and friends of the Walker MeIrorial
Christian Chttrch lnud like to <XflgI'atulate this
p.mg man. He is the soo of Mr. &: Mrs. Matthew
Hubbard. Elder G. A. Evans is his pastor.

F.amnic Crisis in Haiti
'!be recent uprising in Haiti has reached a critical
stage according to a Christian Chltrch (Disciples of
Christ) fraternal worker recently assigned to that
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ca.mtry and whohas had to return to the United States
in the wakeof the tmrest.

'Ille worker, appointed to a two-year term by the
Disciples' Divisioo of Overseas Ministries in Jtme,
called 00 July 30 and said the church board in Haiti
felt she should leave the ca.mtry for her ownsafety
and return atter electioos are held there in tbTember.
She had been assigned by 0Ctf to the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in Puerto Rico for its missioo-
ary project in the reoote northwestern pennisula of
Haiti.

'Ille ecooanic crisis in northwestern Haiti has reached
a point where manyare eating ooly tree leaves and
boiled green mangos, reported the worker atter her
safe arrival in San Juan. ''Mothers are losing their
babies because of lack of food," she said. .

Since the uprising, 15 nmbers of the savoayard Church
have had their banes burnt, the wife of the teacher of
the Mootaia Negra Churchwas murdered, and the wife of
the pastor of Ii:::ntaiaNegra Churchwas seriously hurt,
she said.

Despite the crisis, a food distrib.ttion center was
organized and there were 1,000 pca.mds of food dis-
trib.tted during the two weeks she spent in the
ca.mtry, she reported.

She said the church board in Haiti begged her to leave
stres.c:;ing, ''we need you alive since you and the
Disciples represent o.tr ooly hope at this time."

etrio Itisciples Gather for PPV
<n Friday, June 12, at 7:00 p.m., 500 Black Disciples
fran the cities of Cleveland, Warren, Cantoo, Cincin-
nati, CoIUlllt~.lS,Yo.mgstown, Xenia, Springfield, and
Daytoomet for their PPVCoI\lllOOsCntsade.

As the songwriter said, ''Whatat time! Whata time!
Whenall God's children get together ..• ," for fellOlr""
ship. 'Ille gathering included singing by mass choirs
fran northern and southern Ctri.o,preaching by the Rev.
Robert W. Dickerson ('1be Walk:i.ngBible"), and
teaching with evangelism workshops 00 ''MakingDis-
ciples."

Broad Street Christian Chl.trChin CoIUIIlP.lSwas the site
for 500 Black Disciples to kick off a regioo:-wide
evangelism programcalled PPV (Preparing for Progress
and Victory) 00 J\.me12-13, 1987.

'Ille Friday evening worship featured two canbined
choirs and a seI10Cllby associate regiooal minister,
Robert W.Dickerson. 'l'tftmtyof the twenty-ooe Black

o:mgregatioos in Ctri.owere repre..c;entedby clergy and
lai ty and heard the charge to "Prepare" and make
''Progress'' tOlfard ''Victory!'' Progress is being made.
At this time last year the participating chttrches
received approximately 80 new nmbers. So far this
year the nUlIlberis at 200.

Tan Johnsoo, president of the Black Pastors' FellOlr""
ship which spalSOI'edthe event, stated that he was a
little skeptical at first aro.tt this program, ~tt
nowhe is a believer.

'Ille chttrches involved will gather again 00 November
7, 1987 to report and celebrate their victories.

PEACEt
SUNW

The Christian Chttrch
(Disciples of Christ)

celebrates Peace Sundaythe
the secood 51.mayin Advent,

December6, 1987

For the fifth coo..c::;ectttiveyear the Divisioo of
HanelandMinistries will have available a Peace
SundayPacket. The 1987 Packet cootains another new
collectioo of resa.trceS for coogregatioos to ltse in
planning for the celebratioo of Peace Stmday. Many
have been prepared especially for this packet.
Materials include preadung and worship resottrces, a
pastoral letter fran the General Minister and
President of the Christian Chttrch (Disciples of
Christ), as well as suggested hynns, books, films and
activities for all age grCA.tpS.

'!be Peace StmdayPackets will be available fran the
Departmentof Chttrchin Society, Divisioo of Haneland
Ministries beginning september, 1987, for $2.50 each.
SendYQtr order for packets to: Dept. of Churd1in
Society; 222 S. bney Avenue, P.O. Box 1986;
Indianapolis, IN 46~. Or call: (317) 353-1491.

WID C. Steele Ordainei
service of Christian ordinatioo for RalPl CUrtis
Steele into Christian ministry was held at Alameda
St. Christian Chltrchin Nashville, 'IN, where the Rev.
NormanReed serves as pastor. Dr. G. Brcn..ClOO.
Netterville, regiooal minister, presented Elder
steele with an ordinatioo certificate. Elder Steele
is presently serving the Chrisban Church in
HopJd.n...c;ville,KY.

Oklatara Churches FellCNShip
'!be fifth StmdayfellCMShipof the six predaninantly
Black o:mgregatioos of Oklahana was held in
Chicka..cma. Shepherd Street Christian Chttrchwas the
gracious, genero.ts, and amiable host. Rev. Kenneth
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Wright is the minister. 'Ibe I'M.lSicby the church
choirs wac::exceptional and inspiratiooal. Rev. Boyze
C. Edwards,minister at East Sixth Street Christian
Church, delivered a very movingmes...c;age. His subject
was: "It Has Never Been Safe in JentSalem," based 00

Luke 24:21-26. He stressed two points: 1) ''Wecan't
becane God-like l.mtil we becane Christ-like;" and 2)
''IJJve one another or perish." '!be IkJly Spirit was
present.

'!he church had a full hot.t.c;e- representatives fran all
six coogregatioos; all of the ministers, including
Rev. William R. tb>re, associate regional minister of
the N::lrtheast district, and Rev. E}tgene Frazier
(regiooal minister) and his wife, Boonie, were
present.

'!be final 1987 fellowship will be the annual
'!hanksgiving and praise service which will be hasted
by Osage AvenueChristian Church.

!be Incarf Gap
'Ibe get richer and the poor get poorer! It is not
j1.lSta cliche, P.lt a fact of the 19808.

'Ibe CE!lsl.lSBureau has reported that the mediangross
income was $24,897 in 1986--an inflation-adj1.lSted
annual increase of 3.4%. '!hat was average.

I However,the distriP.ltioo of income received by the
poorest 20% and the richest 20% of Americanswas as
follows:

(year) Poor Rich
1986 3.8% 46.1%
1980 4.1% 44.2%

Increase •• 1.9%
Decrease •• .3%

'Ibe gap between the poor and the rich in a.tr natioo
was large in 1980, P.lt it has increased by 2.2%fran
fran 1980 to 1986. biness week
magazine noted that the incane
difference is the largest since
WorldWarII (19405).

Part of the c.auseof the gap may
be found in the differential in
pay rates in Oltr society. '!he
minillun wage has not been
increased for six years -- the
same time frame noted in the...c::e
statistics.

Whatcan you do about this? ()}e

possibility is to cootact }'OI.tr
representative and senators and
ask them to ccrspoosor and sup-
port the bill to increa.c;ethe
mini-m.1IIwage. -Ma1.triceE. Culver
(Update, Augu9t '87)
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Vance Martin (left) and John R. Foulkes
VanceHartin, former secood vice lOCderator(1985-87)
of the General Assemblyof the Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ), was recently hooored at the United
Christian Church in las Angeles, CA,at a "salute to
Excellence" service. Rev. Major L. Fountain serves as
pastor.

Program participants included Clarice Friedline,
associate regiooal minister of the Pacific Southwest
regiooal office; MarkRidley-'nlaDas, Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Cooference; Gilbert Lindsay, City
Cooncil; Kenneth Kahn, Board of SUpervisors; <:00-
gressmanAugustus F. Hawkins;aM State Senator Diane
Watsoo.

VanceM. Hartin, Jr. is a memberof United Christian
ChurchaM holds offices as president of c:xmgregatioo,
diaccnate, SUnday School instructor aM organist.
ADr:D1 his activities in the Pacific Southwest regioo
of the Christian Churches are aM has been the
following: First vice lOCderator, 1977-78; Persamel
camli.ttee; Ccmnissioo 00 the Ministry; Martin lAlther
King celebratioo; member of Board of Directors,
Disciples seminary F~tioo--Claresocnt aM Cooncil
00 Christian Unity.

In his ccmm.mity,he serves as a memberof the Board
of Directors of the following organizatioos: All
Peoples Christian center, Southern Christian leader-
ship Cooference (SCU), United CaDlpusMinistries of
the University of Southern California, Frians of
Jeffrey Ballet, aM Ccmmmity<Xltreachcamli.ttee -

banter - lmter 1987

Public Televisioo KCET.

HI'. Martin also served as a psyc1x>logyteclmician in
the u. s. ArmyMedical Corps, Mental Health Service in
the Republic of Vietnam.

He currently is a welfare administrator for the las
Angeles Coonty Departmentof Public Social Services,
aM also director for Black aM AmericanIndian
camamity Relatioos.

'mmmr' (I{ B.E.T. lIm
A local Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
minister is expandi.D;Jhis televisioo ministry to be
carried 00 a cable network.

'nle televisioo program, "Benjamin," an outreach
ministry of Light of the World Christian Church, is
nowbeing carried on Black Entertainment Televisioo
network at 6 p.m. (EDT)00 Sunday.

'!be programis namedfor the senior minister of the
church, the Rev. T. Garrott Benjamin, Jr. , aM
features 30 minutes of the church service taped each
SUOOay.

As a BETprogramit will be accessible to 877 cable
systems with subscribers in excess of 15 million.

IMPACl':"aKm Ri Lm:'
IMPACT,a yooth service project, directed by the Rev.
MatthewR. Harris, pastor of the First Christian
Church of LynllOOd,CA, spoosored a "Coocert for
Life," OCtober3, 1987.

'!be following are results of the concert:

OVer 3,000 youth received "Free Tickets" to
"CCR:EXI' FCR LIFE" where such performers as:
Phillip Bailey, 1k:lwardHewett, 'nle Gap BandaM
other celebrities provided entertainment,
positive role lOCdels,pro-eciucatioo aM anti-drug
success stories.

'Ihirty-four (34) youth signed up for membership



in Project IMPACT.

Ten (10) yooth-serving agencies were present
that recrui ted a total of 72 yooth for
membershipwithin their organizatioos.

Foor (4) $1,000 scholarships were giVeIl to
yooth fran California Institute (C.l. is a
trade and technical institute that special-
izes in: Para-banking; Secretarial Train-
ing; CcDplter Prograuming; Security;
and Dentistry).

Two(2) $2,500 scholarships were given to
youth fran tmified SChools of America
(U.S.A. is a trade and technical training
institute that specializes in autaoobile
mechanics. 'Ibese scholarships inclooe a
full tool box of standard auto mechanic
tools upcn graduatioo.)

Dlrploymentopportunities inclooed: 1) eight
yooth given jab opportunities with StOOio
InstI"tlDelltal Rentals; and 2) fifteen yooth
given jab opportunities with Al
Jk>llingsworth and Associates (a minority
ownedC'OIT\Jl1Cltedbox canpany)•

'Taith is • • • In His Sen, In His Word, In His
PraDises" was the theme for a four-day revival at
Twelfth street Christian Church in Washingtoo.,D.C.,
september 15-18, 1987. Rev. Booker T. Dickascn, Jr.,
serves as pastor.

Guest speakers included Rev. Delores Carpenter ,
MichiganPark Christian Church; Rev. HenryC. Gregory,
III, Shiloo Baptist Church; Rev. Alfred A. owens, Jr.,
Greater Mt. Calvary Jk>ly Church; and Fr. George
Augustus Stalli.l)JS, Jr., St. Teresa of Avila.

Robin E. Hedgemanof Washingtoo, DC, a third year
lIIaSter.of divinity student at tmIlgton 'Ibeological
seminary, has been selected for inclusion in the 1988
edition of Who's Who A!oclnqStudents in American
tmiversities and Colleges. She is one of ten cOOsen

by a naninating ccmni.ttee caDPrised of students and
faculty.

Stooents are chosen 00 the basis of academic achieve-
ment, leadership in extracurricular activities aM.
pranise for CCIltinuedsuccess in ministry.

While in seminary, Ks Hedgemanreceived a total of
five different fellCMShipsand hax>rs scholarships.
She served as vice president of the Student Coonci.l,
stooent representative 00 Board of Trustees, student
representative to the Appeals Ccmni.ttee, aM. as a
memberof the Stoo.entCcmcil Naninating Ccmni.t~ee.

She also served as stoo.ent associate pastor of '1bird
Christian Church, lD.ri.sville, KY. For her work she
was awardedthe GeorgeV. l'klore Awardfor excellence
in field educatioo.

Rev. Hedgeman, a 1981 graduate of ~ State
tmiversity, is the daughter of Viola P. Hedgemanof
Hyattsville, MD,and James E. Hedgemanof Washingtoo.

Imngtoo 'I1leological seminary is a graduate theolog-
ical institutioo of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ).

Cheryl Diane &ni.thwho has been an overseas staff
memberthrough the Division of OVerseasMinistries
since 1986, will be returning to the U.S.A. in JW1e
1988. Diane will be available JW1e- early August to
local congregations, assemblies, conventions, and
yooth events to interpret her work in Japan as an
English teacher at Osaka Jogakuin Tanki Daigaku
(Junior College for Waren)in Osaka, Japan. Her
responsibilities include teaching CCIlversatioo
classes, canposition, public speaking, and speed
reading.

She is also involved with the Kawanishi (Korean)
Christian Church. Diane has worked with Koreans who
are passing, fearing discovery, and being returned to
Korea. 'Ibese experiences led Diane to write in a
recent newsletter ".•. I can aUy say that myex-
perience in Japan as a foreigner has mademe realize
IOOre than any other experience I have had that my
blackness .is saoething I must be proud.of to be able
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to live in Japan. I suggest this same pride is
necessary for all of us, the children of God."

Diane is a graduate fran Jacksal (Mississippi) State
University and Mississippi University for 'WaDen in
Columbus,with degrees in Speech Pathology.

Diane posses Wlique skills in interpreting her
experience and the mission of the church. For further
informatioo aboot Diane's schedule, please cootact the
Deputatioo Office, Divisioo of Overseas Ministries,
P.O. Box 1986, Indianapolis, m 46206, (317/353-
1491).

*******.****************************
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: ARTICLES TO THE CONVOCA TlON :
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* *••*********.*****************.~*****

'!be Rev. DeborahR. 'Ib:xnpsoo, pastor of the Park Hill
Christian Churchof Denver, (X), has been called to the
positioo of associate regional minister in the
Christian Church in Illinois-WiscalSin regional
office, effective January 1, 1988. Deborahwill have
particular respcosibilities for the metropolitan
Chicago area. Ccn;Jratulations Deborah!

A Church-WidePlanning Cooference to ootline steps to
initiate the new priority of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) will be held June 1-5, 1988, at
Transylvania University, ~, KY.

'll1e Disciples' General Assemblywhich met in lmis-
ville, KY, October 16-21, adopted a new 12-year
priority E!IIIIXlasizingthe creatioo of "vital coogrega-
tions" to offer "proJiletic, redeaq)tive and reccnci.ling
ministries to the world."

'll1eplanning cooference is open to all members of the
church wOOare interested in having input into
developDeIltof future church program relatiIYJ to the

priority. 'll1eapproximate cost will be $25 per day,
which will cover dormitory housing and food, accord-
ing to the Rev. Claudia E. Grant, Disciples' deputy
general minister and president, wOOis ooordinating
the planning efforts. Hotel acccmoodationsalso will
be available.

'll1e Iowa State Universi ty 'WaDen IS Cross Country team
members were the victims of a fatal plane crash.
OVerwhelmedby grief, many students turned to Arm

.Adams,United Ministries in Higher Educatioo campus
minister for critical pastoral care. A recent
national survey shows that 39% of people seeking
counseling turn to pastors rather than helping
professionals. For this reasoo, sue Webbcardwell,
pastoral counseling instructor at Christian 'Iheologi-
cal seminary, Indianapolis, Indiana, devotes her life
to providing specialized trainiIYJ for cnmseling •

Ricardo Huiza, HcMuran student leader at Chapnan
College, Orange, California, enriched his educaticn
and elevated his ccmnitment to ministry last surrroer
by participating in the Divisicn of Higher Education
spcnsored Short Term !lIIploymentExperience in
Ministry (S.T.E.E.M.). Yale University's new
associate dean of the chapel, Claudia Higbbaughsaid,
"5.T.E.E.M. ccnvinced me that ministry was .• . for
me." 'Ihe C'CD'JI'egations'generoos ccntributicn to the
BASICMISSI<Jlrnwa offeriIYJ makes S.T.E.E.M.,
campus ministry and pastoral counseliIYJ trainiIYJ
possible.

GOto the people,
Li ve wi th them,
Learn fran them.
Start with what they kncM
Build with what they have.

But, of all the best leaders
JIhen the job is dale,
Jlhen the task is accanplished,
'l1Je people will all say
''J(e have dale it oursel ves. "

Lao Tclu, China, 700 B.C.

Cooples during the depression saoetimes waited lUltil
their late 20s or even 305 before marrying, because
of the desire to have a financial base before
starting a family. A form of that phenanenonmaybe
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alive today, according to a new report fran the
Children I s Defense Fund (CDF).

The major cause of poverty aIOCng youngwaneD.and
children is not the increasing number of teenage
pregnancies but the decreasing earnings of youngmen
and the resulting decline in family formatioo, the
report says.

CDF findings, as reported by the JOBS IMPACfBULLETIN
of the National camri.ttee for full DnployIOOIlt:

- Fran 1973 to 1984 the average real
e.amiD;r.;anrog males ages 20-24 fell about
30%,with the rate for youngblacks 50%.

- In 1973 nearly 60% of males age 20-24 could
support a wife and child above the poverty line,
bit by 1984 ally 42%could do so.

- '!be marriage rate for men ages 20-24
dropped in balf between 1974 and 1984-fran
40% to 20'.

- A result of this decrease in family
formatioo is an increase in out-of1edlock
births, the study says. ()It-of-wedlock
births accoonted for 30%of teen births and
9%of all births to waneD.age 20-24 in 1970,
rot the figures rose in 1984 to 56%for
teens and 25%to those age 20-24.

Between1971.and 1985 the numberof yooDJmenanployed
full time declined fran 82\ to 76%-a decline which
helps explain the decline in earnings by yooDJmen.

'!he value of the mininunwagehas ccntinued to erode,
as well.

<:IF said solutioos include iJnprovi.DJbasic academic
skills, SUIIIIleI'jobs and learning possibilities,
raising the mi.n:imt.mlwage, and giving yooDJpeople a
chance at secure, stable jabs at adequate wages.
(sept. 1987, Project Equality UPDATE)

The Special Christmas Offering
December 20 & 27, 1987

Together in Mission
Christmas 1987

caught up in the spirit of Christmas, manybecane
concerned that their house be primarily a~. '!bat
coocern has permeated the National Benevolent
Associatioo of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) for 100 years. Serving lOOI'ethan 8,500 older
adults, in 22 states, in over 60 facilities (skilled
nursing care canplexes, apartments, group or equity
garden residences), each facility is a family of
frieOOs. Each facility is a~! 'l1u:'oughthe
Special Christmas Offering for Basic Missioo Finance,
let Is rememberour Disciples extended families.
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