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8 Bad Newspapers and Periodicals.

cients, and scarcely yet fully appre-
ciated by us of this day.

It is both interesting and impor-
tant to notice the influence of these
journals where they go. They come
into our homes not as unbidden visi-
tors; they are here because invited
and sent for, because wanted; minds
and hearts are open to them; they
find a ready ear and a ready faith
for what they tell and teach. In the
quiet unguarded hours of retirement,
this literary cordial bosom friend
drops into the open heart, most re-
ceptive at such moments, the seeds
of its lessons, to be cherished there
and warmed into life and growth and
fruitfulness. In the family it passes
from hand to hand, and repeats its
wo~k with every heart, from the old-
est to the youngest that can read or
listen. The faith in the newspaper
and magazine of the family is won-
derful. It is that reposed in an inti-
mate, chosen friend, one that knows,
like some of these friends, how with
fair words and professions to dis-
tance all doubt of his perfect sinceri-
ty and his devotion to truth and
right. Consider also that there is a
unity of character and general pur-
pose in these literary members of the
household; whatever the topic dis-
cussed, whatever the story told,
whatever the facts related, whate~er
the comments made, whatever the
BongBung,the moral impressions left
are the same, and the sum and ten-
dency of the lessons taught are to
the same general end, without any dull
uniformity, but with the variety of
forms and means, that is so pleasing,
the same influences enter the mind
from all sides. This is more espe-

cially true of the great leading jour-
nals controlled by master minds.
These know what they mean, work
to a purpose, and reach the end de-
signed. Moreover, as the constant
dropping of water will wear away
the hardest stone, so, and much more
so, will the steady ;repetition of the
same strokes of influence of the jour-
nal, day after day, week after week,
month after month, however gently
given, make a deep and abiding im-
pression.

But if all this is true of maturer
minds, how much more true is. it of
the minds of the young, the children
of the family. This everyone has
an opportunity of observing-how
the keen appetite of children for
knowledge, their undoubting faith,
their reverential respect for the edi-
tor, their tender susceptibility of
mind and heart, all lead them to re-
ceive quick, deep and lasting impres-
sions from the periodical literature
that circulates in the household.

This journalistic literature, as it is
a representation and exponent of the
actual busy life, in all its departments
and phases, of a nation, becomes to
the household not onlythe inculcator
of thoughts and ideas-of permanent
convictions-but  also the teacher, by
example and precept, of manners.
Intellectual habits and moral habits,
the literary and moral form and tone

of language, are given to us, espe-
cially our rising generation, by the
papers that enter the house. 80also
of religious journals. This, to the

observant mind, must be a fact be-
yond dispute.

Does it not follow, then, from all
this, that the question as to these



literary visitors of our homes should
be one of no common interest to us,
and that the greatest care should be
exercised with reference to them?
In the providence of God without
any doubt, a great power for good or
ill has arisen among the nations;
this power will hold its sure domin-
ion over society, will work its way
int.o every nook and corner of the
earth. Let us see to it, that, as far
as in our powver lies, it work only good
and no evil.

That the newspaper press, espe-
cially the political, is to a very great
extent, shamefully and deeply de-
,moralized, is also too fearfully true.
We speak not now of the doctrines
taught, but more especially of the
manners of thE!press. The persis-
tent, revolting disregard of truth in
the newspaper contests between par-
ties and men; the low, vulgar abuse;
the base, repulsive slang; the gener-
al degradation of morality and lan-
guage; and we might add, the spirit
of deep hate and distrust among
men which these demoralized and con-
scienceless newspapel:s are pouring
like a flood over our land, must work
and have wrought a terribly evil work
in the minds and hearts and habits
of men. Tha~ there are throughout
every civilized land honorable excep-
tions to this rule, we rejoice to know;
such there always must be, for all is
not evil on the earth nor in the hearts
of men i-much that is good and
pure and trustworthy, is everywhere
to be found. We could mention
some eminent instances of such ex-
ceptlOns among the higher class of
papers, where truth, honor and good
manners are not lost sight of.

2

What are we as individuals, for
ourselves, and above all for our fami-
lies, to do in this matter? For my-
self, I would not allow one of these
bad papers, whatever its intellectual
or literary ability, to enter into my
household. | would forbid entrance
to allY political journal that would
teach destructive, immoral political
doctrines and manners-" to despise
and subvert government, to speak
evil of dignities," contrary to the' ex-
press teachings of the law of God. |
would not give shelter to such as
taught man to hate, distrust or des-
pise his fellow men; that would in-
culcate falsehood and deceit, and
things base and degrading in thought
and speech. "Evil communications
corrupt good habits,” in this as in
other directions, indeed very pre-
eminently in this.

I would deal in the same way with
religious papers. Such 'as "corrupt
good habits and manners," externally
and internally, by allowing and cul-
tivating rudeness in thought and
speech towards men, such as the
charity, manliness and "courtesy"
of Christian ethics totally forbid;
such as sow the seeds of distrust and
ill will among brethren, and towards
others; such as are not willing, nor,
by habit, capable of doing honorable
and generous justice towards others
differing from them; such as thes,e-
whatever they may claim and aim to
teach as to Christian truth, should
have no place in a Christian home,
where "purity of speech that car,not
be condemned,” "charity that think-

eth no evil," "peace and good will,"
high-minded "courtesy,” and gener-
ally, truth, and "the fruits of the
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Spirit" are to grow, flourish and rule.
But another and more special point
in this article is, to call attention to
a class of newspapers and magazines
against which, for the highest reas-
ons, we as Christi~ms ought to be on
our special guard. The time was
when the Christian people of this
land had but little, if anything, to
fear from the journalistic press of
America, as to any designed, direct
evil influence against the truths of
the Bible, as accepted by the evan-
gelical world. It is not so now; the
presence of a destructive anti-Bibli-
cal tendency is becoming daily more
manifest and alarming in the news-
paper press of our country. There
are now a number of public journals,
dailies, weeklies, monthlies and quar-
.terlies, political and literary-leaving
out, of course, those avowedly infi-
del-whose religious tendency is posi-
tively, though it may be and gener-
ally is, covertly, hostile to the old and
true faith of God's Word. If an
editor has decided views on the sub-
ject of religion and the Bible, what-
ever these views are, they will, by a
resistless law of mental and moral
force, reveal themselves in and give
color to his thoughts, and the more
decid~dand positive the man's nature
is, the more this will be the case. A
loose, low-rationalistic, 'l,mbelieving,
destructive position relative to the
Bible is becoming more and more a
controlling, ever-working, all-under-
lying element in many of our ablest
journals.  There are some that claim
to be political, and in no deflnite
way, religious, papers, against whom
this charge is to be made. | had
occasion some years ago, to c3,1lat-

and Periodicals.

tention publicly to the case of one of
the ablest, most wide-spread and in-
fluential political papers of our land
-an influence, too, in many respects
highly deserved, whose religious ten-
dency was constant and persistent--

ever the same, and most pernicious.
It manifested itself especially and
most decidedly in the review of
books, which always occupies a large
space in that paper. In the frequent
and always lengthy and elaborate re-
views of religious books, the uniform,
steady tendency was against the
true faith of the Bible, and in favor
of" liberal," unbelieving, rationalistic
views. | read this paper for many
years, and read it with intel'est-but

for the space of ten years or more, |
saw no exception to this rule of its
course on religion. Its reviewers of
religious books were all free-thinkers.
Its bold and fearless, often very un-
popular, advocacy of the rights of
man, gave this journal an immense
influence; but on'the tide of this in-
fluence its fatal poison of unbelief
was carried in this covert way to the
homes and into the hearts of thous-
ands. In many a home | have, to
my sorrow, seen this fatal influence
doing its sad work. What the course
of that paper now is, | know not;
but fear rather than hope. When
my children began to read, | was
constrained to banish it from my
house; it was unsafe to expose them
to tbe insidious irreligious instruction
there found. 1 was not of the opin-
ion of a preacher brother, who had
acquired such extravagant notions of
unbiased freedom for all, that he felt
it his duty to put T<;>nfPaine's Age
of Reason and other similar things



into the hands of his children, that
they might see both sides of the ques-
tion for themselves.

A notable instance of another such
a paper, has just been brought be-
fore the public in a very prominent
way - it is that of the N. Y: Inde-
pendent. No observant mind could
have failed to see the obvious direc-
tion of that able journal long since,
on the subject of the Bible. 'It is a
politico-religious, or religious politi-
cal paper-which  of the two is the
most suitable appellation, it is un-
necessary now to inquire. Its relig-
ious spirit-and  a strong oneit is, not
negative, but positive, as it is in
everything, is thoroughly freethink-
ing, a negation of all the fundamen-
tal, positive facts and truths of the
Christian religion. It is extremely
rationalistic.  Besides its well-known,
very talented and earnest public edi-
tor, whose own religious views are all
in the most decided way in that di-
rection, and who has thrown off all
restraints in this respect, there is in
the rear, quietly at the business helm,
Mr. Oliver Johnson, a man of marked
ability, deep, earnest convictions, a
very decided and unwearied propa-
gandist, as every man of his type
must be-who  from his quiet, secret
place can give large direction, in an
unostentatious, unobvious way, to the
general tone of the paper. Now Mr.
Johnson is widely known, as an out-
and-out free thinking infidel, as re-
gards the Bible. Years ago, at the
conventions of the people whose or-
gan he then edited, and once at the
very place of its publication, besides
the incessant open and covert fling
at the Bible, it was no uncommon

thing to introduce resolutions placing
the Bible with the Koran, the Shas-
ter and the Vedas, and declaring
them all alike unworthy of om faith.

A public statement has been made
by several of the most prominent and
worthy ministers of the Congrega-
tional churches, declaring that the
managers of the Independent had re-
peatedly promised that it would be a
sound religious paper and not false
to the faith of the Bible; this promise
was made to secure and hold its sub-
scribers among the Congregational-
its; but this pledge has again and
again been broken - in fact never
kept. These ministers,by no means
men of narrow religious views, but
rather the contrary, are now con-
strained to declare to the world the
true character of this journal and to
withdraw their countenance from it.

To destroy the Scriptmal doctrine
of sin-the exceeding” sinfulness of
sin,” and make it a mere misfortune
and infantile weakness, to be forborne
with and to be gradually outgrown;
to deny the plenary inspiration of the
Bible, the need, the fact, and efficacy
of the atonement, the God-hood of
Jesus Christ, the miracles of the
Bible-this is the sin and steady
comse of these papers to which we
refer. To let in the fatal spirit of
unbelief at anyone of the places in
in the catalogue just given-we care
not which, is alone utterly fatal to
the faith and religion of Christ. And
there is no more finally successful
and permanent way to do this, than
by the steady, constantly rep!3ated,
quiet blows, given in every form by
these journals, the end, and beyond
all doubt the purpose of which is, to



12 Eterni

undermine the old and true faith in
Jesus Christ, that rests on a childlike
acceptation in its simple truth, of the
Word of God in the Bible.

It is not the object of this article
to suggest a censorship over Chris-
tian men and families, as to what
they shall read, forcing them to give
an account of their books and papers,
and to pass sentence on them for
reading this or that book; this would
be very extreme folly. But words of
warning and admonition, it is certain,
are needed on this subject. The bad
influence of this bad literature is evi-

ty.

dent in too many Christian homes.
Once loosen in the minds of men-
especially the young-the foundation
of a true faith, by the persistent,
skillful, crafty, insinuating process
adopted in this litera ture, and prayers
and tears may never restore it again.

There is no design here to make a'
special attack on the papers referred
to in this article; they are only
noticed as examples, and because of
their prominence and high character.
It may become proper to notice
others, by name, hereafter.

ETERNITY.

This momentous word is contained
but once in our version of the Scrip-
tures. For some reason or other, the
translators thought it best to render
the original and its equivalent by
some other word in our language.
" Forever,” " forever and ever,"
"evermore,"” "everlasting” and "eter-
nal," are found on the sacred page,
but "Eternity" only in lIsaiah, 57:
15. This fact, however, does not
render it less important to us. We
are so indissolubly connected with it,
that we should feel the deepest inter-
est in it, though it were not found in
the Bible at all. True, we cannot
comprehend it, but that should not
keep it from our thoughts. It is cer-
tainly a subject respecting which we
may think, if not satisfactorily, at
least to some purpose, and if so, we
should think much about it; we
should endeavor to learn as much as
we can concerning it.

But what do we understand by
Eternity?  Various definitions have
been given to it. The schoolmen,
who were noted for their subtle reas-
oning, said it was" punctum steus,"
"a fixed point,” " an infinite instant,"
or "an ever-abiding present.” The
ingenious Cowley alluded to this,
when, in his description of heaven, he
wrote:

Nothing is there to come and notbing past,
But an eternal now does always last.

For my own part, however, | can-
not attach any distinct ideas to these
definitions. They seem to be desti-
tute of meaning, and, indeed, self-
contradictory.  To say that Eternity
iIs "an

infinite instant,” "an ever-
abiding present,” or "an eternal
now," is, in my judgment, confound-

ing Eternity with time, and opposing
all our idea on the subject. That
portion of time which is present to
us, whatever we may call it, whether



anow, an instant or something else,
must have a beginning, and must be-
come a past, and therefore it cannot
be either infinite or eternal.

But the better class of theologians
have given us a less objectionable
definition. According to them,
"Eternity is infinite duration, dura-
tion discharged from all limits, with-
out beginning, without succession
and without end."  Figuratively,
Eternity has been spoken of as a
perfect ring or circle,” a line that
has neither beginning nor end,” a
shoreless ocean, in the midst of which
rises the present time as an isthmus
or narrow neck of land.

Philosophers have attempted to
divide Eternity into two parts, which
they have called-respectively, "aeter-
nitas aparte ante,” and" aeternitas
a parte post,” " eternity past” and
"eternity future." To the former. St.
Paul alludes, when he speaks of "the
eternal purpose” of God, or the pur-
pose which God had from eternityj
to the latter St. Peter, when he de-
clares that glory shall be to our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ both now
and forever, or during all -eternity.

Referring, also, to this distinction,
Prof. Stephen Alexander, of Prince-
ton, once eloquently said, " Through
the instantaneous present, as through
a great gateway, the waves of eter-
nity future will back into eternity
past, and so they will roll forever."
But, after all, this division is more
convenient and beautiful than philo-
sophical and rational; for if there is
really an eternity past and an eterni-
ty future, then the former must have
an end, and the latter a beginning,
which is contrary to all our ideas of

eternal duration. We can only con-
ceive of what is past as having been
once present, and if it was once pres-
ent, then it is at a certain distance
fro~ us, but whatever is at a certain
distance from us, be it ever so re-
mote, cannot be eternity; and so
with regard to the future, we can
only conceive of it as that which, will
once be present, and if it is that
which will once be present, then it is
at a certain distance from us, be it
ever so far in the future, cannot be
eternity, and therefore we cannot,
strictly speaking, though we may,
for the sake of convenience, and on
account of the weakness of language,
predica te "past” and "future"™ of
eternity.  Sofar as God is concerned,
whose thoughts are not as man's
thoughts, it is certainly one and in-
divisible.  His mind is so compre-
hensive that it takes in the whole of
it in one thought, and hence, He
needs no division, but not so with us.
Weare obliged to divide, sub-divide
and analyze difficult subjects, that
we may the better understand them.
If we could grasp esernity, if we
could form an adequate idea of it,
there would be no need of such di-
vision, but we are utterly unable to
do so, and therefore can only think
of it as that which has always exist-
ed, and as that which will always
exist. 1\lthough” it is an infinite,
unknown something, which neither
human thought can grsp, nor human
language describe,” yet we can posi-
tively conceive of it "as duration
infinitely extended from the present
moment, in two directions, as to the
past add to the future." W.ith this
all the successions of time co-exist,
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as they appear, and into it they enter,
as they pass in their order.

Such, then, is Eternity. It is
boundless duration, duration whose
length we cannot possibly determine,
not only because we have not figures
enough, but especially because it has
no end. That which is interminable
cannot be measured, and, therefore,
if we had a quintillion of quintillions
of figures, more than we now have,
they would avail us nothing towards
computing the length of eternity.
After we should have have exhausted
all their power, we should still be
obliged to come back to the point
from which we started, and acknowl-
edge that we can get no other idea
of it than that it is endless.

"It rolls, and rolla, and will forever roll.”

Now, in this boundless ocean, God
has always existed and always will
exist, and we should cherish sublime
views of Him. He is no ordinary
Being, is not subject to the limita-
tions of time and space, but dwells
above them, is from everlasting to
everlasting, inhabits eternity with the
praises thereof, and if so, we should
have high, exalted thoughts of Him.
Compared with Him the inhabitants
of the earth are as grasshoppers, and
the nations are as the drop of the
bucket, or the small dust of the
balance. He is so ancient, so great,
so perfect, that not even the mightiest
of his creatures can be likened unto
Him, and if there is a being ili. the
universe that is worthy of our high-
est admiration and deepest love, it is
He. "Who hath measured the
waters in the hollow of His hand,
and meted out heaven with a span,

and comprehended the dust of the
earth in a measure, and weighed the
mountains in scales, and the hills in
a balance?" "The everlasting God,
the Lord, the Creator of the ends of
the earth.” He who has always ex-
isted and will always exist, the glori-
ous friend of the righteous, their joy
and rejoicing! And ought He not
hold the first place in our thoughts
and affections? Ought He not to be
the Alpha and Omega of all our de-
sires and aspirations? Surely we
can never think of Him too highly,
never love Him too much.

Man, too, is to exist always in this
imm.easurable duration, and we should
have no mean views of Him. What-
ever may be his color, his condition,
his character, he is a being made for
two worlds, made to glorify God and
enjoy Him in both. Two worlds are
struggling to save him and to destroy
him, a world within him and a world
without him. And in one of two
worlds he must live through all the
ages. 'What then shall it profit him,
if he should gain the whole of this
world and lose his own precious soul,
or what shall he give in exchange for
that soul? Can anything beneath
the sun furnish an equivalent? 0, |
am amazed when | think of what we
are, whither we are going, and how
we are living in view of these solemn
facts! Impressed with the image of
God, and created for His glory, can-
didates for eternity, and travelers
thither at a rapid rate, we yet pass
our lives in the pursuit of those living
things, which not only degrade us,
but which we cannot take with us
into the future, and which would
avail us nothing there even if we
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could. What will wealth, honor and
fame benefit us in Eternity, if they
have been misapplied in time? Will
not either or all only aggravate our
guilt and increase our punishment?
Whaever we gain here will be of no
value to us, personally, in less than a
century hence, if we do not employ
it in the service of God, for the ad;
vancement of piety among men, and
our own growth in grace and sancti-
fication. If, blinded by worldly in-
terests, we lose sight of the true end
of our creation, if we rise not to the
sublime hight God designed us to
occupy, we shall be of all men most
miserable forever!

Time, moreover, will soon be ab-
sorbed in Eternity. What is all
time, at any rate, when compared
with Eternity? It is an atom of

matter to the Universe! And what
is the time of human life, when com-
pared with Eternity? It is less than

an atom! Scarcely is it begun be-
fore it is often ended, and even when
it is longest drawn out, how short it
is! Ye readers that are forty, fifty,
sixty. and seventy years old, tell me
how does it appear to you now?
Have not years that are gone banish-
ed lik~ a shadow, a vapor or a " fast
flying cloud?” And do you not feel
that we spend all our years as a tale
that is told-that viewed in the light
of eternity, as

"A ftash of lightning, a break of the wave,
We pass from life to our reBt in the' grave?

How very near we all are to our
eternal home! A few more years,
and not one of the many who now
read this journal, will be left, but we
shall all be either with saints, with

angels, with God in Heaven, or with
the lost, with fiends, with the Devil
in Hell. Should not this solemn con-
sideration lead us so to number our
days as to apply our hearts unto wis-
dom? And ought we not, as reason-
able beings, make good use of the
little time given us here to prepare
for eternity?

Furthermore, Eternity convinces
us of the vast importanoe of life.
Life is of more consequence to men
in general, than anything else. Re-
garded only in relation to this world,
most men would give all they have
to preserve it, but of how much
greater moment does it become, when
regarded in relation to the world to
come? It is the only period of es-
cape from eternal wrath, the only
period of preparation for eternal
glory, the only seed-time for a har-
vest of blessedness ,or woe. While

It "is at best, but a tempestuous sea,
‘Ehat fast rolls onward to eternity-"'

at the same time

It . is a precious boon to mortal given
Which, if well spent, will be renewed in Heaven."

But if otherwise, it must and will
be continued in Hell. Once wasted,
it can never be recalled, and, there-
fore, most foolish is he who will let
it pass, any part of it, unimproved,
or spend any part of it in rebellion
against his God. When | think of
persons thus spending it, I am re-
minded of that time, when they shall
stand speechless before their incensed
Judge, and be dismissed from his
presence into the lake, which burneth
forever and ever. O, if natural men
would only consider, would only look
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forward a little, and ask themselves
where they shall spend eternity, they
would be unwilling to live a moment
away from their God, away from the
hope of eternal happiness; but as of
old, so now, they will not consider,
and so they content themselves with
catching at straws and pursuing
shadows, at the sacrifice of the in-
terests of their deathless souls!
What folly! Yea, what wickedness!
Would that all who are practicing it
could be induced to abandon it, and
so to pass their lives that they would
be ready to give them up when the
Master calls! "Time rushes;" the
grave approaches, and there is no
season for repentance beyond it.
Therefore, dear reader, improve well
the season you now have, waste no
time, but let every passing moment
witness to your preparation for death
and the judgment!

Eternity, also, impresbes us with
the solemnity of death. It is out in
the light of eternity that we can say
it is a solemn thing to die; for if
there is no eternity in which we are
lj.olive, then it matters not how we
die, but on the other hand, if there
is, and if death- is the gate to it,

SUNDAY-SCHOOL
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then how intensely solemn is the
passage through it! What moment-
ous consequences depend upon it!
It is the outlet of one life and the be-
ginning of another, which is to be
one of rejoicing or sQITowingforever-
more. It is sailing over a sea that
can be crossed but once, into a
land from which there is no return,
and in which there is an eternal
abode, amid most pleasing or most
painful scenes, of scenes of happi-
ness, or misery without end. But
the manner in which this voyage is
to terminate, depends upon the prepa-
ration that is made for it. Whether
we shall perish or be saved, when it
is completed, is to be decided before
it is made; and as the time when it
is to be made, is not left to our
choice, but may come at any moment,
ought we not to live in constant
preparation?  Ought we not to do
everything with reference to it?
Ought we not to think, speak and
act as though the last moment of
time to us were at the door, and eter-
nity were just beyond? | speak as
to reasonable men, decide ye .what

ye will do!
Rev. Androw J. Hettrick.

DISTRIBUTION-

SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE.

At the last annual meeting of the
Missionary Co-operation, the fGllow-
ing resolution was introduced, and,
although the minutes do not say so,
it is believed that it passed, and is,
hence, now before the congregations
of the State, or at least those repre-

sented in that meeting, for their con-
sideration:

"Resolved, That the congregations of
Christ throughout the State, be respectfully
requested to instruct their delegates to the
next annual meeting of this Co-operation,

whether they desire the Society to do any.-
thing

in the preparation of a literature
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suitable for our Lordsday Schools; and
whether they desire the Society to do any-
thing in the distribution of the Bible, either
the revised or unrevised edition; and, also,
whether they desire that anything should
be done for the building up of a School of
the Bible."

It is proper that these questions
should be considered in advance of
the next meeting, for they will prob-
ably be taken up at that time, and
acted upon.

This resolution assumes that we
have not, at this time, a literature
suitable for our Lordsday Schools;
and this is known to be true by every
one who has given careful attention
to the facts. We now have Sunday-
School papers reaching a very satis-
factory standard of excellence, and
still approximating to a higher stand-
ard, if not to absolute excellence.
So well has the demand for these
been met, that very few persons, if
any, now feel the humiliating neces-
sity of supplying their schools from
the pernicious emanations of Babylon.
N early, if not quite, the same success
has been attained in songs and music,
though there is not manifest quite
the same disposition to acknowledge
and profit by it. We have collec-
tions of songs very well adapted to
their object, and collections of songs
and music for which, if we may not
be proud, we should at least be thank-
ful. With the improvement that will
naturally come with a healthful de-
mand and liberal patronage, these
two departments promise to be amply
supplied; and we doubt whether the
Co-operation can do anything better
than to use its influence to promote
the broadest circulation, and the

3
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most judicious use, of such books
and papers as we have.

Of books which are at all adapted
for Sunday-School, or other juvenile
libraries, the number is not large, nor
the quality excellent. Indeed, we
have few books which are well adapt-
ed to children, and faultless in their
religious tendencies. Our wants in
this department are very pressing,
and if we would do the good to the
rising generation that we should,
they amount to an absolute necessity.
That these wants should be prompt-
ly, fully and faithfully met, admits
not of a question. or a doubt.

The question arises, How shall this
want be met? We answer, By pri-
vate enterprise. Let the demand be
so great and so earnest as to stimu-
late private enterprise to furnish the
supply.  There are many reasons
why these books should be prepared,
published and sold by private enter-
prise, which, if stated inversely, are
equally good reasons why the Co-
operation should not do it. If some
competent man will go at the work
of thoroughly examining such works
.as are already extant, and selecting
such as are already adapted to our
needs, and revising such as are mainly
good, but contain more or less error,
procuring, revising and publishing
such manuscripts as may be at his
command, giving it his constant and
special attention, and make this his
life-work, a degree of perfection in
his work, and of success in results,
may be obtained, whicL. cannot be
hoped for if the work is assigned to
a committee of brethren, however
good and competent, who must neces-
sarily subordinate it to other labors;
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and who would most likely regard
their services as temporary, or, at
most, of uncertain duration. The
amount of time and money necessa-
rily spent by the members of a com-
mittee in the conferences and con-
sultations necessary to the harmoni-
ous and successful prosecution of
this labor, would, perhaps, equal, if
not exceed that expended directly
in the production and publication
of the books. As a general rule, a
given amount of labor can be procured
cheaper, and made to produce great-
er results, by an i~dividual than by
an association.  This is true, upon
the principle that less power is re-
quired to overcome the friction in
simple machinery than in that of
more complicated construction. It
is also true that the work can be
more rapidly prosecuted by an indi-
vidual than by acommittee. If some
proper person should undertake the
work, and begin it now, a nucleus
might be formed before the next
meeting, which would fairly promise
to meet our wants at an early day.
But if the work is left for the Co-
operation, nothing can be done be-
fore September; and we think we
are safe in saying that at least a year
and a half will elapse before even a
good commencement will be made.
We do not know precisely what is
contemplated for the Co-operation to
do in the way of Bible distribution.
If the distribution of the common
version is contemplated, we see noth-
ing for the Co-operation to do, more
than for its friends to use their influ-
ence to cause the people to love and
revere the Bible more. The Amm'i-
can Bible Society is more efficient

than any organization we may hope
for, and for the prosecution of the
work which it proposes to do, little,
if anything more is required. It has
its own publishing houses, with ample
facilities for doing the work of book
making in every desirable style, and
much cheaper than we could hope to
do it or hire it done. With its
thousands of depositories and agents,
operating in almost every neighbor-
hood in the land, nothing is left for
us to do but what may be done by
individual effort. We do not know
just what is meant by the unrevised
edition. But we know of no version
now in print which is not within the
reach of everyone who desires it;
and all that seems to be necessary is
for the friends of the Co-operation to
use their influence to create a desire
for the books, and their individual
efforts to satisfy-dthe desire when cre-
ated. As to'the o-operation making,
or causing to be made, a translation
of the Bible, it is sufficient at this
time to suggest that it is certainly
wholly impracticable.

Whether a School of the Bible is,
or is not, desirable, we do not pro-
prose, in this article, to discuss.
This question has two sides, and
much may be said in favor of such
schools, and, perhaps, as much against
them. But if we need them, let them
be built, and controlled and support-
ed by others, and not by the Co-
operation. One very importan treason
why the Co-operation should be kept
aloof from this kind of institution, is
found in the fact that it will certain-
ly tend to division, and consequent
weakness of our now almost impotent
energies. We very seriously doubt
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whether, if it were practicable for
the Co-operation to build such a
school, it would be expedient. The
tendency of the times is such that
grad,uation in such a school will give
character not otherwise merited.

A very good reason why the Co-
operation should not engage in any
of these enterprises, is found in the
fact that its resources are not ade-
quate to the performance of a tithe

THE CAUSE

DEAR BROTHERKARR:":'-1am now
in Chicago, where | have been per-
mitted to attend the first meeting
held, on Lordsday last, and dUTing
the evenings since, in the splendid
and comfortable house of worship
just erected, on the corner of Indiana
Avenue and Twenty-fifth Street.

This house is about fifty by ninety,
with a very conveniently arranged
basement, all above ground, contain-
ing a study room, a place for fuel,
and ample provisions for Sunday-
School, Bible Class, and for lectures
and general business.

The baptistery is placedin the main
audience room above, under a sliding
pulpit, and directly between two well
lighted and heated dressing rooms,
very pleasantly arranged for the ac-
commodation of those who have been
immersed.

The chancel, o pulpit recess, is
overspread with a neat octagon arch,
which, together with the arch shape
and ventilation in the ceiling over the
audience room, prevents nearly all
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of the work already on its hands.
1.tis now doing good work, though
only a small proportion of that which
needs to be done, and it would be
imprudent to weaken it by the intro-
ductioll of elements of discord, or to
bUTdenit with expensive exterprises,
which, however good and desirable,
are not essential to success in its
primary and more important work.

IN CHICAGO.

the confusing echo so common in
rooms of that size.

The whole building is symmetrical
in form, substantial in construction,
and beautiful, convenient and com-
fortable to both audience and speaker.

It is nicely heated, by flues from
furnaces located in the basement, so
that no stoves are in the way in the
audience room, and is lighted with
gas. The lighting arrangement is
most ample and splendid. In addi-
tion to the side lights projecting from
the wall all around the room, chancel
and robing apartments, there are
three of Frink's brilliant and most
splendid patent reflectors, located at
proper distances from each other in
the ceiling overhead, which, without
the side lights, would render the
room light enough to enable the read-
ing of the finest print in any part of
the room.

The floor is elegantly carpeted, and
the seats all supplied with the best
of elastic sponge cushions, covered
with crimson damask; and it would
not De difficult to make over five
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hundred persons comfortable in the
main room.

The pulpit is thought to be in good
taste for the rest of the house, but in
my judgment there isfar too much
of it for utility.

The organ is but a common melo-
deon, and even this is tolerated un-
der protest by Brother D. P. Hender-
son, whois preaching for the congrega-
tion, and who is very much beloved
for his works' sake, by the whbole
membership, and who is exerting a
powerful influence for good over an
extensive circle of acquaintances,
both inside and out. He is justly
regarded as a preacher of the Gos-
pel of rare powers, and of true de-
votion to the Lord; but he needs ne
word of commendation from any pen,
much less from mine.

The first meeting was held on
Lordsday, January 17,1869, and was
attended by a full house. Among the
preachers present were Brothers L. H.
Dowling, who is doing a noble work,
with others, in a Mission Sunday-
School on the west side, in this city;
Ira Chase, formerly of Barrington,
Illinois, but now the much beloved
preacher for the congregation of the
Lord in Mishawaka, Indiana; John
T. Jones, of Jacksonville, "whose
praise is in all the churches,” and
Enos Campbell, of Jacksonville. 1
rejoice in the privilege of making his
acquaintance, as | find hirr. one of
the clear-headed, warm-hearted and
highly efficient defenders of the old
fashioned Gospel, which began to be
preached in Jerusalem.

Our noble veteran brother, James
Challen, of Davenport, lowa, was
also present, and by his efficient ser-

vices added much to the interest of
the occasion.

Brother D. P. Henderson, whose
residence is 776, Michigan Avenue,
gave the first discourse, at 10:30A. m.
The sermon was excellent and appro-
priate, embodying chiefly an answer
to the question, "What does this
people believe and teach?" and oc-
cupied forty minutes.

After the discourse, the building
committee made a report, and took
up a collection, which, together with
a small sum collected in the evening,
amounted to over two thousand dol-
lars, to apply on the indebtedness
against the house.

Brother Challen gave a good dis-
course at 3 p. M., after which the
Savior's death was celebrated and the
regular weekly collection taken.

At the close of the afternoon ser-
vices, | was pleased to meet in the
congregation our talented brother, J.
S. Sweeney, who is preaching for the
prosperous congregation of disciples
on Sixteenth Street, and from whom
| learned that he was to leave on
Tuesday of this week, for Dubuque,
to engage in debate with the boast-
ful M. S. Grant, of materialistic no-
toriety. The truth is in good and
safe hands, when Brother Sweeney
wields the Sword of the Spirit. |
hope the discussion will be published
in a substantial book, for it would
undoubtedly contain an able defense
of the truth against Materialism.

At 7:30 p. 1" Brother Enos Camp-
bell gave a most brilliant and con-
vincing discourse, of an hour and
fourteen minutes, to another full
house.

Brother. Challen has been induced
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to remain and continue the meeting,
with Brother Henderson's help, for
several evenings during the week, and
perhaps longer. The interest is in-
creasing, and we may hope to hear
of good results.

The three meetings on Lordsday
were conducted according to a print-
ed programme, distributed all over
the room, and which contained the
whole order of the proceedings, with
all the hymns in full, sang by the
choir and congregation.

| observed that the programme
represented the congregation as the
" Church of Christ, on the corner of
Indiana Avenue and Twenty-fifth
Street,” with which name no fault
could be found; but | saw, also, that
the names of Henderson, Jones, Chal-
len and Campbell were prefaced by
the suspicious "Rev."

Of course, this excited my inquis-
itiveness .as to its author, when |
learned that a very excellent man,
and warm hearted friend to the con-
gregation, had, at his own expense,
got the programme printed, in a
beautiful' and popular style, and as
he told me himself, was responsible
for the” Rev.;" and that it was per-
mitted to go in under the protest of
all the brethren to whose names it
was attached.

Though the collection was encour-
agingly large, it still leaves an in-
debtedness hanging over the house
of over six thousand dollars, the whole
cost of which was fifteen. thousand
dollars, besides the lot on which it
stands.

It is said to be far the cheapest
and best house in the city for the ex-
pense, and as it is situated in a cen-
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tral and promising locality, the con-
gregation is sanguine in the hope of
liquidating the indebtedness at an
early day.

The congregation numbers sixty-

flve members, who are active, zealous
and intelligent, and are working with
all their might in perfect harmony to
build up the good cause in that part
of the city; and there is room for
but little doubt of their glorious suc-
cess.
/" They were only organized into a
~ngregation  seven months a o with
about thirty members, and since then
have been stea 1lyincreasing to their
present number, and their prospects
now are better than ever.

In addition to all their other heavy
expenses, they have not only sent
fifty dollars to the last missionary
meeting of this State, but they are
supporting and conducting a Sunday-
School, which is quite large, con-
sidering the size of the congregation,
and is interesting and increasing in
size and influence.

Their weekly social meetings, in
which both male and female equally
participate, are refreshing, instruc-
tive and invigorating.

Their credit for piety and Chris-
tian conduct seems to be good, and
the light of the glorious Gospel is
shining through them into many
hearts heretofore str~gers and preju-
diced opponents to the great and
revolutionising truth our brethren are
called upon to preach.

Brother D. P. Henderson has been
preaching for the church ever since
its organization, and, so far, he has
not consented to receive a dollar's
reward for his labor. Of course, he
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cannot stand this much longer, but
be is deserving of much praise for his
untiring and voluntary labors, which
have been blessed by the Lord in
building up the good cause in a new
locality in this great and growing
city of three hundred thousand in-
habitants.  We shall hope and pray
that he and the brethren and fi'iends
with whom he is laboring will, by the
help of our Heavenly Father, succeed
most gloriously in building up alarge
and influential congregation of dici-
ples of our Lord, in that part of this
great city, which is large enough for
an hundred large and prosperous
churches, without anyone interfering
in the least with the rights and op-
portunities of the otbers.

The old Church of Christ, which
is now called in the city papers" The
First Christian Church,” situated on
Wabash Avenue and corner of Six-
teenth Street, is enjoying a higher
degree of prosperity than it has be-
fore for several years. A few of its
mcmbers have united with the con-
gregation on Twenty-fifth Street, but
the remaining ones have increased
their effort's to build up the good
cause in their vicinity, and most
cheering results are following their
increase of zeal. They are doing a
noble work in conjunction with others,
in the way of a large and prosperous
Sunday-School, held at Union Park
Hall on the west side. The church
numbers about one hundred, and is
receiving accessions to their number
weekly. Brother J. S. Sweeney is
now its settled preacher and shepherd,
and | learn that the meetings are
largely attended and increasing in in-
fluence. | felt gratified in hearing

several Baptists and outsiders say
that J. S. Sweeney was one of the
most thrilling and eloquent pulpit
orators in the city. How much this
may militate against the talent of
the city, | leave others to judge, but
| rejoice that Brother Sweeney has
an open door to accomplish so much
good.

There is also a small congregation
of disciples on the west side, with
which 1 am not much acquainted.
They number about forty members,
have a small house of their own to
meet in, do their own preaching, in
the social meeting and Bible-class
style, and are scarcely holding their
own in numbers and influence. They
send nothing for missionary labor,
and are but little known.

Our excellent brother, L. L. Frisk,
has also been laboring in the city,
under the auspices of the Illinois
Christian  Missionary Co-operation,
and has accomplished considerable
good, by sowing the good seed of the
Kingdom of Heaven among the
Scandinavians; but, for the present,
this mission, as far as the city is con-
cerned, is postponed. Those of his
countrymen, who were the warmest
friends to the enterprise, were unable

_to help him financially, and the most

of these have removed to the West,
and the expense of securing a suit-
able room in a suitable place for
meetings, and the tardiness with
which financial help came in from
the brethren, made it necessary to
put off further effortsin the city until
a little more time is given for the ac-
cumulation of more strength. Brother
Frisk is the right man, and Chicago
the right place for such a mission,
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and the brethren should see to it that
but a short time passes before the
effortis renewed. Brother Frisk is
still our Missionary among the Scan-
dinavians, wherever we can get a
hearing.  All the money sent by the
brethren, designed for Brother Frisk,
will be faithfully and judicially ex-
pended in keeping him in the field,
laboring among the Swedes, Danes
and Norwegians, to bring them into
the light of the glorious Gospel of
Liberty and Salvation. | say this
after conversing on the subject with
Enos Campbell and J. T. Jones, the
President and Treasurer of the Co-
operation. | hope the good brethren
will be liberal with the means the
Lord has placed in their hands, in

THE DYING MAN -A

I have just returned from the bed-
side of a dying man. He was not a
Christian. He was importunate to
have me attend him in his last mo-
ments. He had known his duty, but
had 'not done it. His face was pale.
His respiration short and interrupted.
lie groaned with almost every breath.
His mind was in an agony. Memory
mustered his sins in dreadful array
before him. He felt himself to be
standing on the edge of death's preci-
pice. A few hours more, and heart
and flesh must fail him. He must
try the realities of the eternal future
-must  seethe Judge upon his throne
-must enter the bowers of Paradise,
or sink under the sentence of offend-
ed justice into the fires of perdition.

How solemn, how thrilling was this

the support of this most praiseworthy
and necessary Scandinavian mission.
Send on your contributions, brethren,
for this purpose, to J. T. Jones,
Treasurer, Jacksonville, Illinois. The
address of Brother L. L. Frisk, at
present, is Le Claire, Scott County,
lowa, and he would be pleased to
correspond with any individuals con-

cerning favorable opportunities for
promising labors among his country-

men; and in the meantime he will be
doing all that can be done under the
circumstances.

May the Lord prosper his labors,
and carry the conquests of Mesiah's

reign far out into the enemy's country.
Your Brotherin Christ,

C. W. SHERWOOD.
Chicago, Illinois, January 20, 1869.

REAL' SCENE.

scene! How responsible, m this
case, the Christian minister! On
each word he utters, the dying man
hangs with a fixed attention. 0!
who is sufficient for such a task? To
instruct the dying sair.ts, clothed in
the spotless robes of Christian char-
acter, made white in the blood of the
Lamb, is a work joyful and full of
glory. But the sinner, who has spent
his life in rebellion-who haRgiven
his time, his energies, his property,
his all to the service of Satan-who,

not until his sun is setting, and is
ready to be immersed in a most hor-
rible darkness, calls for succor-to

instrust a sinner, scripturally, whose
circumstances are such as these, is,
perhaps, the most critical, the most
difficult, if not the most dangerous
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work in which a minister of the Gos-
pel can well be engaged.

Tremblingly we say to the dying
man,the Lord is merciful, Jesus is

gracious, has died for the chief of
sinners; put your trust in God, be
reconciled, be resigned! " Ah," says

the gasping sinner, "all that is well;

but Jesus hath said, 'He that be-
lieveth and is baptised, shall be
saved." " We reply, your health will

not admit, you are too feeble; your
breath is now too short; you might
die in the act of undergoing baptism!
If you are reconciled to God- if
your heart has been changed-if you
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ with
all your heart-if you are so intense-
ly desirous to obey, ae though you
would do it from the heart, did cir-
cumstances permit, perphaps God
will accept the will for the deed!
Perhaps!  Ah! chilling, cheerless
word!  Can we not speak in the
positive? Is there not, in God's
Book, some sweet promise that will
address the dying man in the lan-
guage of certainty?  Must he wrestle
with disease and guilt and uncer-
tainty?  Must he be crushed into the
very dust by these enemies, when he
so much needs the rod and the staff
of the Almighty to comfort and to
strengthen him, in this hour of dark
and hopeless extremity?

Use, then, the language of certain-
ty! What? Can we speak where
revelation leaves us in the dark! Can
we cheat the dying into heaven?
And those terror-stricken sinners,
who stand ,around the bed, is there
no danger that we embolden them to
continue in their sins, in the hope of
a death-bed conversion? In mercy

The Dying Man.

to the dying, may we not exercise
bitter cruelty towards those in
health?

But suppose the question scritural-
ly settled, that God does pardon,
amid the anguish of dying, the un-
baptised person who is reconciled,
still, how difficult must it be for a
dying man to assure himself, under
these circumstances, that he is recon-
ciled to God? How many sick-bed
converts, who, in anticipation of a
speedy death, have made to God the
most solemn vows, and expressed
reconciliation to -His will, have be-
come, so soon as health returned,
more wicked than ever they had been
before? Had they died, their fi-iends
would have believed that they had
found a mansion in the skies. But
it was fright, not conversion; a con-
vulsive effort to keep out of hell, and
not the love of God!

Indeed, no man can tell whether or
not his religion is genuine, who has
not submitted it to the the test of
this world's trials. If, like gold, it
passes through the fire, and is only
the purer and the brighter, we may
feel assured that it is a religion that
heaven will approve, and will be a
passport to eternal glory in the day
when Jesu. shall make up his jewels.

What then is the conclusion of
the whole matter?  Now, while it is
called to-day, let sinners obey the
Gospel!  The night of death cometh
when no man can work, and when
a death-bed may be too late. Why
peril soul and heaven?

A. RAINES,

Eminence, KentUCKYy, January 30, 1869,
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"GO

THISnovel and suggestive caption
may sound rather queer for " Young
America," for this age of improve-
ment in science and literature-for
this age of steam and lightning-yet,
perhaps, in some things, we ought to
"go slow," even in this age, and at
the risk of being called" old fogies."”

When | was a lad | had a vener-
able uncle, who was very fond of
hunting through the woods with rifle
and dog, for squirrels, turkeys, deer,
&c. He was frequently at my father's,
and, through him, I became passion-
ately fond of the sport. Many a
pleasant hour of my boyish life, each
with rifle in hand, did we spend to-
gether, rambling o'er my native hills.
This, to me, if not a feast of reason,
was a flow of soul, for | entered into
it with all the ardor and impetuosity
of my nature. A very noticeable
feature of this joyous pastime was,
that | out-traveled my uncle, which
circumstance gave him no little
trouble, and occasionally he would
call out, " Not too fast, Doctor." (He
used to call me Doctor, not that |
was one, only that | was named from
somebody that was.) | was nervous
and impatient, and soon again |
would be in advance, and then again
would | hear, "Slow, Doc., slow!"
At first, I could not understand it,
then | thought, He is old and I am
yonng. But | soon. learned that
"going slow" was a very necessary
part to be observed to secure the
greatest success, for my uncle would
find game that | had passed unob-
served-not  because he had better
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SLOw!"
eyes; he had not as good-not be-
cause he was moi'e intent; | was
more eager than he-but it was be-

cause he went at a pace that gave
him ample time to scan every tree
and bough,-every copse and jungle,
so that, if any game was thm'e, he
found it.

He exhibited wisdom, also, in the
selection of his hunting ground. In
my thoughtless simplicity, | supposed
we might hunt near the village.
"Not so0,” he would say, "these
grounds have been hunted to death,"”
and he would take me far back into
the groves and wooded hills of the
country, where squilTels lived in al-
most every tree. Here we made a
grand success. But what of all this?
you ask. Wait a moment. " Go
slow."

The Missionary and Christian Co-
operation Societies are sending agents
over the States, to visit the churches
and educate them to 1 regular, sys-
tematic Gospel benevolence, in order
to augment the advance of the Mas-
ter's cause. Now, this is laudable;
and no one, | presume, who has given
this matter much thought, but thinks
we ought to be doing a great deal
more in this direction than is being
done-and that we might do a great
deal more with the force already em-
ployed.

These agents travel too fast and
visit old hiltnting grounds too much.
|1 would say, to these traveling agente,
who are soliciting funds to extend
the Redeemer's Kingdom over the
earth, and cause the blazing light of
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the Gospel of Jesus \to shine in
the hearts of those who are in the
region of death, "go slow,” and do
not think that the dollars obtained
for this work will be in the ratio of
the miles traveled, especially when
you go by steam.

Here is about the way you get at
it You start out on your Heaven-
given mission on some great thor-
oughfare, your soul aglow with love,
and fed upon flattering hopes of suc-
cess. You call upon the churches
along the line/ return by another
highway, calling on the churches as
above; and after an abseJ?ce of six
weeks you turn into your own home,
half inclined to murmur, "the breth-
ren are selfish and have but little of
that liberal spirit of the Gospel.”
They said "they were poor," it is
true, but that is every miser's excuse
to keep from giving.

Stay, my dear brother, "go slow."
It is true that selfish men, and men
in love with the deceitful riches,
make uumberless excuses to keep
from doing their duty." But has it
not occurred to you that the churches
situated on the railroads are being
called upon constantly for aid? Now,
it is simply certain, that to meet all
these calls, and bear the burdens of the
church at home, makes it, to most of
our churches, somewhat onerous. |
am persuaded, therefore, that the ex-
cuse, "Weare too poor to give," is
sometimes made in truth and justice.

To my certain knowledge, some of
these congregations are straining
every nerve to make the cause stand
at home. They are giving, nobly
giving, all they are able to give; yet
solicitors visit these congregations,

and insist on having a pull at them,
contrary to the will of the Elders,
who know, or ought to know, that
sgch a, step is unwise, and that it
only tends to weaken the cause
where it should be strengthened.
"But,"” you say, "no danger of their
giving too much." | think likely
this is true. But is it right to ask
the churches on the railroads to bear
all the missionary and charitable
burden of the church, while those in
the interior are not permitted to
share in its burdens or its rewards?
Allow me to suggest that you" go
slow." Start out, say from Spring-
field, east onthe T. W. & W. R Rj
stop at Howlitt, visit the church near
that place. Your business done, go
next to Buffalo. Stop here, get off
of the railroad, get a horse and buggy
and go to the church at Wolf Creek j
return and go to Mechanicsburg on
the other side; now return the horse
and buggy, get on the railroad and
go to llliopolis; from here a horse
and buggy will take you to Lake-
fork; return, the same horse and
buggy will take you to Mt. Auburn,
and you can return by Bethel, and so
on, visiting all the churches contigu-
ous to your line of travel. Don't
think you must ride on the railroad
all the time. "Make haste slowly."”

This plan will secure two objects
greatly to be desired. 1st. It will
educate these remote churches with
reference to contributing their sub-
stance to the Lord's cause. They
need it. 2d. The agent will secure
more money, in a given length of
time 'in the new fields than on the old
hunting grounds.

When our brethren are able to
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give, and have been educated to
know that it is their duty, they give,
as a general thing, liberally; but con-
gregations object to being bored to
death by these solicitations, and then
be called misers.

These agents have done and are
doing a noble work-and 1 thank
God for it. 1 only wish them to do
more, to visit all the churches in a
given district, and not a part only.
We want a universal system of Gos-
pel benevolence to prevail. We
want the Kingdom of Heaven to
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advance and spread far and wide,
until all can have the happy privilege
of being safely housed within the
ample pavillion of the Great God.
We want the chlldren of light to
give of their unrighteous mammon,
in a way so as to secure the friend-
ship of those who will receive them
into everlasting habitations.  And
for these reasons we desire our
agents to visit these remote churches,
and teach them to bless the world.

P. D. VERMILLION.

A WORD OF COMFORT.

LIFT up your eyes, lonely, sighing,
laboring, struggling pilgrim, and be-
hold the glory of your everlasting in-
heritance. The Lord, your God, has
not called you to the sacrifice, tempta-
tions and strivings of a Christian' alife
without placing before you an object
of unspeakable value and interest to
impel your desires and cheer your
soul. You have in prospect eternal
redemption.  Your final deliverance
will be most glorious indeed. Here
clouds and darkness, gloom and
doubt, fear and anguish often brood
over your feeble spirit, but it is only
for a moment, and then comes your
hour of triumph and your long un-
broken rest. " Weeping may en-
dure for a night, but joy,” from
heaven-unending, perfect joy-
"cometh in the morning." You
shall exchange your weakness. for
strength, your groans for songs of
joy, your labor for a splendid re-

ward. No more shall Satan attack
you with seducing smiles; no more
shall the world charm you with a
flattering show, or baflle you with its
elements of confusion, or the power
of the carnal mind bring you into
captivity.  The struggles against the
appetites and passions found in that
law in your members, will all be
over soon, and the glorious victory
over all evil will be a finalty.

Then you shall praise your God in
the fullness of immortal animation.
Then you shall revel and glory in the
perfections of pure knowledge. Then
you shall satisfy your happy and
wondering soul in the contemplation
of eternal beauty and grandeur.

How gladly will you then possess
an organism perfect as that of angelic
existence! And that organism, too,
glowing after the manner of the glo-
rious body of your blessed Redeemer!
Where pain shall no more distract
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your thoughts by day, nor drive re-
freshing sleep from your couch by
night. No longer shall wasting dis-
ease lay you prostrate in helpless
weakness, and drag you down to the
loathsome grave. No more shall
your spirit be riven with anguish at
the cry of the loved ones in sorrow,
nor will you ever again suffer pain of
heart because a friend has turned
from you or a relative has disgraced
you. Then shall you no more fear
famine or want for yourself or those
cop.nected with you in life, for "bread
shall be given you" in abundance,
and "water' that shall not fail."
Then shall you no longer fear the
chilling damps of evening, nor the
burning heats of noonday i the stern
rigors of boistrous winter, or the
parching of the summer's Kkilling
drought. No more shall you be caused
to grieve in contemplation of objects
of misery meeting your eyes on every
side.  You shall be one of those
favored ones who shall eternally de-
light themselves in "the abundance of
peace," and shall no more be appalled
at tGe confused and blood-chilling
cry from the fearful battle-field i nor
shall you be terrified at the sight of
garments rolled in blood.

Then shall righteousness and truth

ENGLISH CATHDRALS

DR. ALFORDthe Dean of Canter-
bury, has recently declared that the
whole cathedral system of England
is falling between two incompatible
theories: the first, that they are to
be great centers of life to the diocese;

Cathedrals and Clergy.

spring forth forever before all the
reedemed ones. No longer shall your
purified spirit be vexed with the
filthy conversation of the wicked, nor
will you be compelled to listen in
sorrow to the blasphemies of those
who despise their Maker. No longer
shall the humble disciple of the Re-
deemer mourn the personal absence
of his beloved One, or sigh and long
fo""iHis speedy coming i for "the
Lamb" shall "dwell among them," and
graciously” feed them and lead them
unto fountains of living water." Oh,
what blessed society will the Chris-
tian then associate with! God,
Christ, Angels, Patriarchs, Prophets,
Apostles, Martyrs, dear brethren and
sisters with whom we have prayed
and sang, and labored, and suffered,
rejoiced, and with all the redeemell
saints in general. And this blessed
state of society shall never change!
Hail, glorious state!  Hail, world of
triumph ! Welcome eternal rest!
May the Lord speed that blessed de-
liverance, and the delightful rest and
the inexpressible joys which follow.
(.0, blessed day; 0, glorious hope, my soul rejoices at
the thought,

When in 'that holy, happy land, we'll take no more
the parting hand.a

C. W. SHERWOOD.

AND CLERGY.

the second, that they are to be places
of dignified repose for men who have
deserved well of the church. The
latter has been for generations the
theory acted upon. Their vast reve-
nues are now generally devoted to
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maintaining the luxury and comfort
of a perhaps worthy, but probably
moribund, ecclesiastic, who is pre-
vented by age from doing anything,
and so lies in state, as, it were, and
dies by degrees before the moulder-
ing altar; while all around is a needy
clergy who can only give their left
hand to parish work, the right being
absorbed in the work of keeping the
wolffrom the parsonage door. Piti-
able, indeed, are many of the poor
country clergy of England. Under
the cathedral walls they and their
families are often in want; nay, they
starve intellectually, too, in sight of
the often unused library and leisure
of their Bishop's palace, and are the
easy prey of Ritualism or any other
superstition.  The cathedral is thus
a ceqgter of isolation and jealousy;

so that Dean Alford" must with pain
confess that eleven years' experience
has not removed, but has rather
strengthened, the impression of for-
mer days, that the present influence,
as a whole, of a great cathedral in a
town is rather for evil than for good."”
One thing is certain; in this day,
when the English people are entering
into the political and intellectual
heritages so long withheld from them,
any institution that cannot undergo
the general transformation and adapt
itself to the new age, will have at its
doors a sterner spirit than that of
Cromwell, when he melted and coined
the silver images of the apostles, so
that they might leave an idle altar to
"go about, like their Master, doing
good."

M. D. Conway, in Harper's Magazin~

CORRESPONDENCE.

LETTER FROM BRO. RAINES.
MMINENCE,KY., February 1, 1869.

BROTHER: Having at this time a little
leisure, and remembering that | have, sev-
eral times, been requested to write for your
paper, | have concluded to make a begin-
ning-a small beginning, it is true-in the
direction of compliance with your request.
And | am the more especially prompted to
dothis, from the consideration that through-
out the West and Northwest | have many
old brethren, some of whom embraced
Christianity under my ministry, who would
like to know whether | still live, and how
it goes with me "in this present evil
world." To all such I would say that the
Lord has been ever good, and is still good
to me. Having passed the age allotted for
man, my health is still excellent. | can
preach as much as in my younger days,

and, | think, with as little fatigue; but

. whether with the same ability, it would be

at least modest for me to say that, perhaps,
of that question | am not a competent
judge. It makes but little odds, however,
how we get through this world, if we make
it a stepping stone to a better, and secure
a place in our Heavenly Father's house of
many mansions, where our hearts should
be, and where our treasures are, if we are
heirs of the unfading inheritance.

| have been a preacher in this reforma-
tion for upwards of forty years, and ought,
by this time, to have pretty thoroughly
tested the foundations of our hope. The
Bible, I think | can say with great certainty,
is true; and if true, or rather being true,
the grand principles advocated by those
called reformers are just as certainly true
asthe Bible. This faith has been, not suffer-
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in~ diminution, but rather on the increase
through the whole past rugged, barbarous
and perilous pilgrimage of my Christian
life; and | pray and hope that it will in-
crease to the end. We are not straitened
in Christ, nor in the Apostles, but if at all,
in our own bowels. There istruth enough
and grace enough to carry every faithful
Christian through a conquerer, and more.
than a conquerer; to plit a crown upon his
head and palms in his hands, and a song
of victory in his mouth-to make him a
being and a- priest-to make him a ruler
over many things-to judge the world, to
judge angels-to inherit an infinite weight
of glory. "Blessed are they who do His
commandments, for they shall have right
to the tree of life, and shall enter through
the gates into the City."

The danger, dear brother, if danger there
be, is not in our theory, but in our practice.
At this point my fears congregate. Those
who have read my" Warnings,” in the
Ohristian Review know what | think of our
practice. " fear lest a promise being left
us of entering into His rest, any of us
should come short." "If we call on the
name of the Father, who judgeth according
to every man's work, we ought to pass the
time of our sojourning here in peace.”" Yes,
according to Paul, "even in fear and
trembling."  Our working time and sor-
rowing time, our suffering time, in this
world, cannot be long, and beyond the
Jordan our possessions lie. Let us go up
and inherit the goodly land. "And God
shall wipe away all tears from our eyes,
and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow nor crying; neither shall there be
any more pain, for the former things are
passed away. "Behold," says God, "I make
all things new."

Brother, may we be there to see and to
enjoy! Grace, mercy and peace.

A. RAINES.

YOUNG PREACHERS.

J. W. KARR.-Dear Brother: 1 am ac-
quainted with three young preachers of
the ancient Gospel, whose characters are
unspotted by the world-who have a good

co=on education, good medium preaching
ability, deep devotion to the cause of Christ,
no hobbies to ride, but plain, convincing
common-sense preachers of the pure Gos-
pel, both in the pulpit and out of it.

If any congregation of the Lord wish to
employ such workmen, they may address
the undersigned, whose assistance will be
forthcoming, free and welcome.

A moderate support for small families is
all that will be expected for the first year.

Your Brother in Christ,

C. W. SHERWOOD.

Sycamore, De Kalb County, Illinoi .

CENTRALIALL., February 6, 1869.
BRO.KARR: Our meeting in Clayton has
closed at last. The whole number added
was seventy. Of these about fifty were
immersed. The brethren at Clayton are
making an effort to get Bro. P. D. Vermil-
ion, of Decatur, to preach for them, and |
think they will probably succeed. He is a
good man, and a sound and faithful preacher
of the Word, and they will do well to get

him. . )
Yours, in the Faith,

DUDLEY DOWNS.

EL PASO,IEL., Februry 11, 1869.
BRO. KARR: Our meeting at Litchfield
closed on last Monday night, resulting in
eighty-seven additions to the church. Truly
that has been a cheering work. | am now
at home in very poor health, but hope that
rest will restore me, and that | will soon be
in the field again.
Affectionately your Brother in Christ.
R. B. ROBERTS.

BLOOMINGTONjiL»  February 1, 1869,
BRO.KARR: Our meeting here closed
last night, with nineteen additions to the
church-eight by primary obedience, eight
by letter and three reclaimed. Having
failed to get help from abroad, we did our
own preaching, trusting in the Lord for the
desired increase.
Truly your Brother,
LEROY SKELTON.



EDITOR'S

BRO. P. V.-Classic BagJtism, by James
W. Dale, is a somewhat pretentious work,
and, one, we opine, of no mean ability.
We have not given it such an examination
as to warrant us in speaking of its merits
or demerits.  Think it will pay you or any
oth'Ir preacher who wants to examine both
sides, to get it. S. C. Griggs & Co., Chica-
go, can give you the price and furnish the
book.

BRO.W. C. PAYNTERgoes to Litchfield
to locate and preach the Word. Corres-
pondents should address him there. He isa
man of integrity, energy and ability. Let
him have a warm reception and hearty co-
operation in his new field of labor.

BRO.W. S. P ATrERSONhas changed his
location from Frankfort,  Kentucky, to
Oshawa, Ontario.

BRO.J. B. MCCORKLEpf Washington, is
about to locate in Eureka. We do not
know particulars, nor his future intentions.
He continues to preach the Word with
ability and success.

As WE GOTOPRESS a meeting is still in
progress in Eureka, having already resulted
in about sixty accessions to the church,
ranging all the way from the gray haired
fathers and mothers, to the children of ten-
der years\ just old enough to hear the truth,
believe it, and obey it. Brother Hayden
and Brother Everest are doing the preach-
ing, and doing it well.

BRO. DOWNShas not, as some seem to
suppose, resigned his position as the Cor-
responding  Secretary of the Missionary
Co-operation.  He s still actively engaged
in the duties of the position, and expects
to continue until the annual meeting. Nor
has he left the HERALD,but will write for
it and transact business for it as hereto,fore.
Aflliction in his family, resulting in the
death of one of his children, has somewhat
retarded his work, but our readers mayex-
pect to hear from him, from time to time,
both with tongue and pen.

TABLE .

FRATERNAL,NOTP ATERNAL.-We pro-
pose to regard Christians with fraternal
esteem, but the types make us say paternal,.
The reader will please make the correction
-eight lines from the bottom of the fourth
page of this number.

AN ARTICLEhas recently appeared in the
Eureka CollegeVidette, to which some think
we ought to give some attention. We do
not wish to answer an article which we
cannot publish, and from a hasty glance at
this article, in a borrowed paper-the Rev.
gentlemen who control the Vidette have
not deigned to favor us with a copy-our
conclusion is that we shall not blotthe pages
of the HERALDwith it. When they copy
our article, and attempt an answer worthy
of the college they represent, or the religion
they profess, they may expect to hear from
us.

WE INVITEATrENTIONto the improved
appearance of the HERALD. Our readers
may expect it to be uniformly well printed
in the future.  This number contains a few
errors, owing to the fact that it was put in
type by one unused to our chirography,
which is difficult for a stranger to read.
Most of the matter has gone to press with-
out our seeing the proof-sheets, and though
they were read by a good proof-reader, a
few errors have been passed for the reason
above given, and for the additional reason
that he is not familiar with our terminology.

WE ARELATE, very late, getting started
with this volume. We are now issuing
about every three weeks, and expect to
continue to do so until we come promptly
to time.

PLEASE REMIT.- We commence with
thisimmber to send out bills to aU our sub-
scribers, whether they owe us or not. As
we have not uniformly acknowledged the
receipt of money, it is thought best to take
this course, so that each one may know how
their accounts stand. Those whose time is
not yet out, will observe that their accounts
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are receipted and signed, and the account
will notify them when their time expires.
Those whose time is out will observe that
the account is filled out, but not receipted
nor signed. We know that many who
want the paper feel unable to remit the
amount promptly. To such we would say,
We need the money very much. Those who
wish receipts by letter will be accommo-
dated, if they will request it, and enclose a
three cent stamp to pay postage.

DON'T SPOILIT.-If you do not wish to
take the HERALDany longer, enclose it in
a wrapper and return it to us in good or-
der. Do not write on it, for this renders it
valueless to us. Those who are indebted to
us are expected to pay up arrears, if they
wish to discontinue. Only a few cents, you
say? True, but more cents than we are
able to lose---cents enough to enable us to
send a few copies to some one who does
want it, but is unable to pay us for it. We
expect the greater number of our old sub-
scribers to go with us another year. A
very few have ordered it stopped, but so
few that we feel warranted in sending it to
all others whose names are now on our
books.

DISCUSSION.-Bro.A. 1. Hobbs, of Des
Moines, lowa, has laid on our table a neatly
printed and well bound book, of about two
hundred and fifty pages, containing a dis-
cussion between himself and W. W. King,
Universalist. Of" those who die in will-
ful disobedience to the Gospel of Christ"
King affirms endless happiness, and Hobbs
affirms endless punishment. The book
may be obtained of Brother Hobbs. Price
$1.25. A more extended notice will appear
when we have time to examine the work,
which we had not seen till to-day.

THELITTLEMONITORERIESjust issued
by R. W. Carroll & Co., Cincinnati. The
series is made up of six handliome volumes,
all from the pen of our excellent sister M.
M. B. Goodwin, so well and favorably
known to most of our readers as the able
editress and successful publisher of the
Ladie8' Ohristian Monitor. Her name is a
sufficient guarantee that that no serpent is
coiled within the fresh leaves of these

books, ready to discharge its poison within
the susceptible mind of the little readers.
The series contains about four hundred
pages. The volumes are beautifully arlduni-
formly bound in purple mu~lin, and are
printed and bound in astyle alike desirable
to the purchaser and creditable to the pub-
lishers. The series is well adapted to the
Sunday-School and the family. Price three
dollars for the set.

INTERLINEARTRANSLATIONOF THE
SACREDSCRIPTURES.-Dr. Leonard Tafel,
of Philadelphia, has in preparation atrans-
lation of the Old and New Testament
Scriptures, for the use of students of the
Bibl;" especially such as wish to make
themselves thoroughly acquainted with the
originallangu~e  in which it was written,
which he proposes to publish with the
above title. He proposes above each word
of the Hebrew, Chaldea and Greek, to
place an English equivalent, which will
render the fundamental meaning and gra-
matical function in such a manner as to
enable anyone familiar with English gram-
mar to analyze every sentence of the for-
eign language; and, also, to give the de-
rivative signification of words, whenever
this is deemed necessary, with grammatical
and other notes illustrative of the more
difficult expressions !Ind passages. Notes
of accent and pronunciation will be given,
to enable the reader to pronounce correctly.
If the author meets and fills the expecta-
tions excited by his prospectus, and which
seem to be justified by the specimens of his
text and translation, and of notes, which we
have examined, he will make an invaluable
addition to Biblical literature. We hail
with delight the appearance of every work
which enables the Bible student who is
only an English scholar, to approach nearer
to the original fountain, and drink in the
spirit of the Living Word as it came from
the tongues and pens of inspirations. The
work is to be pUblished by subscription.
Those who wish further particulars may
address the pUblisher for prospectus and
specimen pages.

OTHERLITERARWOTICERill appear as
fast as we can get time to prepare them.
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OUR CHURCH CHOIR.

AM a poor parson; perhaps |

might as well have said, a poor
man, a parson, for self-depreciation
in my profession is hardly my pur-
pose; but it is quite possible the epi-
thet is right as it stands, since |
consider my services veJ'ywell repaid
.with £70 a year and a cottage to
live in. But then | think the value
of money, after all, depends a great
deal more on whence you get it than
on the current price of gold bars at
the Bank of England; and that | am
not singular in my belief, let me re-
mind you there was One who thought
t~e widow's mite a costlier gift than
all the wealth the rich. man poured
into the treasury. My people are a
very poor people, most of them cot-
tagers and laborers in the small vil-
lage of L--, in H--shire Forest.
But since they are all poorer than I,
it is touching to me to reflect that
they are so anxious to supply all my
wants. Mine is an unendowed parish,
and my income depends on the vol-
untaryofferings from Sunday to Sun-
day of a poor people, who are yet

cheerfully liberal. | often fear lest I
prove aburden to their slender means.
At any rate, | am very well content
with my lot; for I have a good bit of
garden-ground that keeps me and my
three motherless children in vegeta-
bles; and we are thankful that God's
ground brings forth plentifully, and
that so his g-ifts supplement his chil-
dren's. Why, when | think of the
proportion my few poor people's in-
dividual contributions toward my
stipend bears to their slender means,
I am rejoiced to feel that | have a
congregation more liberal, if more
poor, than many an incumbent of a
wealthy and numerous church, who
gets his thousand a-year. Yet |
would not exchange lots with him.
My little red-brick church-quaint

and plain in its old fashion, with an
interior decorated with nothing more
ornamental than whitewash-is  situ-
ated in the most lovely spot you can
picture.  Shut in amid quiet forest-
trees, their mellow shadows wave and
flit across my face in the reading-
desk as | lead the simple devotions of
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the village; the chirpings of birds,
and the pleasant hum of insect life,
all coming in upon the fresh breeze
through the open door to mingle with
the worship, while from the latticed
windows | can look out upon a long,
undulatir.g expanse of soft, billowy
trees that fades and melts into the
far blue of the dipping horizon, where
the heavens seem to brood over the
earth.

I am afraid you will agree with me,
and think me a very poor parson in-
deed, and overpaid, too, for wander-
ing from my subject like this, when |
profess to tell you about our village
choir. The fact is, what | have to
say is so simple that, unleRSyou know
something of my life and surround-
ings, it can hardly impress you with
the same kind of interest it has for
me. If you did not know | lived
among birds and all the sweet voices
of the country, you would scarcely
credit how harsh and discordant
were the rude notes of our rustic
choir, after the perfect harmonies of
nature's music in the forest. Our
singing was the one blot in our Sun-
day's service. It was not bad so
much as execrable. It grew so fear-
ful at last, as actually to make me
"creep" whenever | came to the
Psalms, and to make me shudder
when | gave out a hymn.

Our little church has no galleries,
except the little jutting bay behind
the pulpit, like a wooden cistern, to
contain the music. It never has con-
tained the music yet. How | have
wished it had! Our musical corps,
at the time of which | write, consist-
ed of a clarionet player whose per-
formance baflles description, a miser-

able flute and a base viol, that sever-
ally tootle-tootled and rasped in dis-
cordant emulation of drowning each
other. If they could have done so
mutually, and the tank not run over,
it would have been no loss to the
cause of harmony. Joined to these,
two women, with masculine voices,
and a feeble little man, with a very
effeminate base, executed (in the anti-
capital-punishment  sense of "mur-
dered” a series of floriate repeat
tunes of the "Calcutta"  sort, Sun-
day after Sunday, with surprising
and apparently impromptu choruses
after each verse. My singers were of
the class who seem to think that the
greatest musical triumph is to reach
the upper G sharp; while they trans-
lated a command to sing in unison
into the most deafening din of which-
the human larynx is capable. And
when | persisted in reading the
Psalms, instead of allowing them to
be chanted by the nasal choir with a
band accompaniment, they basely re-
taliated with an anthem inserted in
that part of the service reserved for
"choirs and places where they sing."
The impression continually conveyed
to my mind as | stood in my pulpit,
before the sermon, listening to sinz-
ing spouted in an inharmonious gush
abovc me, was that of being pumped
on, for it came down on the back of
my head in a flood.

As it was, it threw much cold water
on my preaching, of which, candidly
speaking, | was getting ashamed;
for my sermons, though very plain
and simple, depend a good deal for
force and clearness on my state of
mind at the time of their delivery.

To get rid of bad musicians in a
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church, even when a palpable public
nuisance, is T,loso easy a matter as
one might think. In fact, | know
many better clergymen than |, who

put up with weekly excruciation
rather than attempt it. In our old-
fashioned congregation, the singers

seemed to have sung themselves into
the belief that they were the real
conductors of the service, to whom
the parson stood in the light of a
hired adjunct to assist in developing
their views. | don'tknowhowothers
would doin such a case. | know how
| did. Remonstrance being unavail-
ing, and treated with the indifference
due to one whom they conceived to
be an enemy of music, | could see my
way to nothing but COllspiracy. |
conspired.

I took counsel with an intelligent
young parishioner, whosc great natur-
al appreciative taste for music was,
unfortunately, at that time supported
by very little practical acquaintance
with the art. Mr. Jarman is our
village factotun:. His little "hop.
with barely room to turn round in,
is at once a chemist's, grocer's, habel'-
dasher's, stationer's, general iron-
mongery, toy shop, tobacco warehouse
and photographic studio. He is reg-
istrar of births, deaths and marriages,
and postmaster, and he would, no
doubt, be collector of income-tax, but
for the fact that there is no income-
tax at all to collect at L ——.

Mr. Jarman, | knew, had saved a
few pounds against his approaching
marriage-for  we have long ago set-
tled the question so gravely discussed
in the Times about the possibility of
getting married on £300 a year-a
sum which would be looked upon with

us as sufficient, in connection with
garden ground, to settle all the mar-
riageable couples in our village at a
given time-say four. Mr. Jarman
at once resolved, in spite of my
protests to intrench on his nest-
egg, even if it deferred his wedding
for a month or two, and to set up a
small harmonium. 1 tried to dissuade
him from the sacrifice, but his Polly
joined her entreaties to his, and, in-
deed, declared that she woul n't have
John Jarman till he not only bought
this harmonium, but could play it.
Now, when the harmonium came
down there was a regular to-do in
L.--. No sooner did John begin
to practice it, than everyone seemed
intuitively to be aware of what was
intended; for we know in country life
pretty well every thing that goes on
in our own little confined world. The
villagers all appeared to feel that we
were going to try and cut out the
"musicianers,” as they called them;
but the awe in which they were held
on the one hand, and the sincere
affection of the people for me on the
other, prevented the slightest out-
ward manifestatiQn of taking part
with ei~her side. They resolved to
sit themselves down, as it were, to
see how the battle would go, though
many of them did not scruple openly
to avow their opinion, "that pa'son
would have his work cut out if he
tried to overset the musicianers.”
The "musicianers,” on their part
boldy stated their intention to show
fight. They had sung and played
" these twenty year,” and no objec-
tion made; "if so be" objection
there were, why not have found it
out before?  They would sing, please
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VISIBLE LITTLE SOURCES OF TRUE EXCELLENCE.

THATnice porker was once a very
little pig.

Those
existed
nursery.
are.

But they became so by littles.
Now no one can see how much the
little apple switch or the little pig
would grow in one day; yet, at the
end of the year one can easily see
that a fine growth has been made.
Soit is physically, with little boys
and girls. They are anxious to be-
come men and women. But they
must become so by littles.

N ow the little children- cannot see
how much they grow in one day.
Yet at the end of a year, they are

beautiful
in a
But

apples, once
little switch in the
now how fine they

surprised to see how short the
little pants have come to be, and
how much too small the little
gaiters are. Well, this shows how

they have grown in one year. It
shows how rapidly they are advanc-
ing to manhood and womanhood.
Yet they must be content to become
such by littles.

Weare not giants, that we can
pull up trees by the roots. Every
one knows that we must dig them
loose, one root at a time. The
beautiful farm was made by littles.
The stately mansion was made by
laying up one brick at a time.

Now what is true of us physically,
is in this respect, true of us mentally
and morally. We are not machines,
that the sciences can be played upon
us like tunes upon a music-box. We
must become scholars by littles.

We must learn the sciences letter at
a time, word at a time, thought at
a time. We must be patient and
faithful.

So likewise must we attain to the
high Christian excellencies. Weare
not Sampsons nor angels, that we
can vanquish the devil and all of our
evil dispositions and habits all at
once, as soon as we become disciples.
If one should teach that the new-
born babe in Christ is stronger, and
more full of glory and of God, than
he ever is afterwards, he is a mis-
taken teacher. Such teaching may
come from good men, but certain it
is, that it comes from heated, ex-
cited, or infatuated minds. It is
contrary to the true philosophy of
God's laws, both in the human heart
and in all the universe.

To attain the high Christian ex-
cellencies, is a work of the very
highest cultivation of the heart. It

must be done by littles. "Patience
must have her perfect work."
"Faith  must work by love and

purify the heart." Habits of kind-
ness to everyone, must grow in our
hearts and take the place of evil
habits towards anyone.

We may predict, with a good deal
of certainty, the future excellence of
anyone, by what we see of his at-
tention to the little things of Chris-.
tianity. He that neglects the little
kind acts, that every day gives
opportunities to perform, and the
little habits of temperance and clean-
liness, which are always necessary,
and the continual habits of devotion,
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will never become an excellent de-
voted cultivated  Christian. The
sun warms the earth by striking it

with a great many little rays. And
Christ warms and enlightens the
heart by many little avenues; and

these avenues are the many little
duties of the true christian life.

The earth produces her fine fruits,
except where she shades herself by
her own bleak mountains. And we
shade our own hearts. We either
worship some idol or ride some

FIRST-CLASS

WE commend the following, which
we clip from the Standard, to the
consideration of congregations want-
ing preachers, and of preachers
. seeking employment. Let congrega-
tions in quest of a "first-class
man, one who can command the
respect of the community,” read
carefully Brother Stark's descrip-
tion of the man they need. Let
preachers  seeking"” good places”
look into this mirror, and ifit reflects
not back at their own image, let
them first study to show themselves
workmen approved, and there need
be no trouble about finding a good
place:

"PREACHER WANTED.
"The church at Minonk, Ill.,wants
a preacher.  Like many other places,

we need a first-class man, and if we
can sustain such an one for awhile, |
think the cause will soon be self-

First- Class Preacher Wanted.

hobby. These idols and hobbies be-
come mountain  heights in our
minds and shade the heart and make
it unproductive.  We must get from
behind these heights which ourselves
have thrown up; the love ofriches-

pride-hobbies. All these lead to
selfishness, to prejudicial feelings.
We must walk right out into the

sunlight of God's truth and let all
the little rays of God's love radiate
upon our hearts by attending to the
little Christian duties.

WM. G. SPRINGER.

PREACHER WANTED.

sustaining here. No other than a
first-class man will answer for our
place, and we hope no other will
reply to this notice. We don't want
one whose only recommend is his
able sermons-who  spends the whole
week in his study, that he may
entertain us on Lord's day with a
" very eloquent discourse.” We do
not need one of fine literary attain-
ments, who has become a hypochon-
driac, dyspeptic and misanthrope,
from too earnest a study of every-
thing but the Bible; nor do we need
one who, at a fair set-to clm out
preach any man in town; and of
whom they will all be afraid, be-
cause of his deep research in ancient
lore, and of his classic accuracy.
We think such fourth rate men are
doing but little good and are only
feeding the carnality of the church
(I. Cor. iii, 4). We need a first-
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class man, who loves the brother-
hood and has confidence in the
church, and whose heart yearns for
the salvation of a sinful world. We
want one who is full of faith and the
Holy Spirit, in whom is Christ the
hope of glory, and who breathes that
spirit upon whatsoever society he
mingles in. We do not need one
who, from the pulpit, can "demolish

the sects;” but one who.can go
among the members of other
churches, and, without compro-

mising the truth teach them the love
of Christ more perfectly. We need
not a man whose god is his appetite,
and who visits his brethren because-
of good dinners or political affinity;
but we want a man who will go
from house to house to strengthen
the weak, encourage the tempted,
and fearlessly demand assistance
from the strong. We want a first-

class man in godly piety and
earnestness-a young man-not a
fop, nor a dramatilit; not one to

attend the parties of the young, and
gain a fleshy sympathy because of
his weakness and confo.rmity to the

IT is often. said that knowledge is
power-and this is true. Skill or
faculty of any kind carries with it
superiority.  So, to a certain extent,
wealth is power, and rank is power,
and intellect is power, and genius
has a transcendent gift of mastery
over men. But higher, purer, and
better than all, more constant in its
influence, more lasting in its sway,
is the power of character-that
power which emanates from a pure
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world; but such a young man as
John writes to, who is "strong and
bas overcome the wicked one;" nor
have we any objections to an old
man, yet not one who can simply
boast of gray hairs, or of having
been among the first preachers of the
reformation; but one who has known
Christ by having lived near him, and
has added every Christian grace,
(though not a gray hair on his head)
I. John, ii. 4, and waiteth, only
struggling to do a little more good
ere angels bear him over.

"If such a man is out of employ-
ment among our  fashionable
churches, who are satisfied with any
one who is eloquent, he can find a
good field to teach men to be
prayerful, to love mercy, to deal
justly, and to walk humbly before
God, in Minonk; nor will he fail to
obtain a good support in temporal
things while he ministers to us in
spiritual.

"Let
Carroll
Co,, Il

him address immediately J.
Stark, Minonk, Woodford

and lofty mind. Take any com-
munity, who is the man of most in-
fluence? To whom do all look up
with reverence? Not the "smart-

est” man, nor the cleverest politician,
nor the most brilliant talker, but he,
who in a long course of years, tried
by the extremes of prosperity and ad-
versity, has proved himself to the
judgment of his neighbors and of all
who have seen his life, as worthy to
be called wise and good.
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Dancing.

DANCING.

DEARBRO.PARRISH: What shall
be done with dancers in the church?
Is promiscuous dancing condemned
by the Bible-by the New Testa-
ment? If SO, what passages con-
demn it? Or does it come under
some general principle as, "Be not
-conformed to this world"? If a
member persists in dancing, contrary
to the expressed wishes of the large
majority of the members, what should
the church do? A MEMBER.

1. There is no statute in the New
Testament against dancing ! Nor is
there a statute against card-playing
or horse-racing!  But the common
law of the kingdom of Christ reads
as follows: And whatsoever ye do,
in word or deed, do all in the name
of the l,ord Jesus." Col. iii: 17.
By a necessary implication, then,
dancing is inhibited unless its apol-
ogists can show that the principle
embraced in the foregoing citation
has been either repealed or modified
by some statutes which commands
or permits dancing to be done as a
religious act, in the name of the
Lord. We might safely rest the
question here under the conviction
that the logic is sound and un-
answerable. That church is weak
indeed which tolerates debate on the
lawfulness of dancing by its mem-
bers I We are aware that the apol-
ogists for dancing claim for it that it

is more innocent (?) than other
amusements in which church-mem-
bers indulge. They dare not assert

any higher claim for it than this.

But this claim, even if it were con-
ceded, is insufficient to make lawful
an act which is inhibited by a funda-
mental principle of the kingdom of
Christ. The sentiment of the world
so universally accords with the prin-
ciple which we have cited, that the
professor of religion who indulges in
dancing is branded as recreant to
his Lord, and the church of which
he is a member, scandalized by his
act.

2. "What should be done with
dancers in the church?" We had
supposed that the rule of 'scripture
was so well established in the
churches of Christ in Virginia, that
no member could plead ignorance of
the fact that his church is opposed
to his dancing. Should anyone,
however, in ignorance of the fact
that the church of Christ does not
tolerate dancing by her members, be
led into the indulgence, the elders of

the church-where there are no
elders, discreet brethren - should
admonish the offender. If he be not

a mere time-server, but a true dis-
ciple of Christ, he will not require
the second admonition. But should
he, in disregard of the law of Christ
as that law is accepted by the
church, be guilty of a repetition of

the offense, then, there remains but
one thing for the church, to do. And
this brings us to query 3rd. "If a

member persists in dancing, contrary
to the expressed wishes of the large
majority of the members, what
should the church do ?" Our answer
is, cut off the contumacious offender
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from the fellowship of the church! !
The half-crazy notion of some per-
sons that a member of the church
cannot be brought under discipline
unless there be a special law which
makes the particular act with which
he is charged an offense, is to license
card-playing, horse-racing and the
like, because there is no law which
specifieally prohibits these acts.

A church that will permit its
members to flagrantly violate the law
of Christ, and to despise its voice
when that voice is expressed by "a
large majority of its members,” may
have a name to live, bnt is dead to
itll high and responsible duties, and
will eventually be plucked up by the
roots! The church of Christ is the
highest tribunal on the earth; its
voice is the voice of God when it
accords with His law. That voice
must be respected by every member
of the body, or the authority of the
Law Giver is dishonored, and if the
church fails to inflict punishment on
the person thus dishonoring her
Head she becomes a party to a high
crime!

The reins of discipline must be
tightened by the churches if we
would see the cause of Christ
flourish as we should desire. The
church must surround herself with
the bulwarks of righteousness-high
enough and strong enough to keep
the world on the outside. Dancing
is of the world-it belongs not to the

church!  Let it be kept where it
belongs! And let the church send
those who persist in dancing-

contrary to the law-over to the
world where they may organize
themselves into a church of con-

venience in which dancing shall con-
stitute a part of their religious wor-
ship. Those who are so thoroughly
of the world as to persist in dancing
in defiance of the law of Christ' and
the voice of the church, should be
turned into the world which claims
dancing as its own peculiar institu-
tion. Not five hundred miles from
our sanctum, a gentleman, not of the
church-somewhat  skeptical indeed
~being at a sociable, perhaps a hop
-we know not which is the polite
name in this day of progress-
politely requested a young lady to
dance with him. She readily as-
sented, and he was in the act of
leading her to a position on the floor
when a thought seemed suddenly to
flash into his mind. Respectfully
addressing the young lady he asked,
" Are you a member of the church?
"l ;:tm," she replied. "Then pray
excuse me; though not a church-
member myself, I do not think it
right for members of the church to
dance; therefore, my conscience will
not permit me to lead you to do an
act which 1 think it would be wrong
inyou to do." This is not a fiction.
The rebuke was well deserved, and
capitally delivered!

Christian Examiner.

SPENDyour time in nothing which
you know must be repented of.
Spend it in nothing, be it work or
recreation, in which you might not
pray for the blessing of God. Spend
it in nothing which you could not
review with a quiet conscience on
your dying bed.
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PASTORAL

WHEN, about halfa century ago,
Alexander Campbell laid the axe at
the root of the tree of clerical
domination, which was then flourish-
ing so vigorously and bearing such
bitter fruit, it was little thought that
in so short a time, fresh roots from
the same tree would be -cultivated
by those who profess his principles.
Almost everything, however, except
light seems to move in curves and to
have a tendency to return to the
place. of beginning. The straight
line of the engineer is but the cur-
vature of the earth, like the level of
the ocean, and the missile projected
from the earth begins to return to
earth again so soon as the propelling
force is expended. Perhaps clerical
usurpation will in process of time be
again established amongst us as a
people; and a church, gradually
growing corrupt, may, like a falling
republic, again welcome the chains of
tyranny under which it will deserve
to suffer. Happily as yet, the
natural yearnings of the clerical
heart are held in abeyance by con-
trolling circumstances, but the wise
can not fail to notice the persistent

efforts which are made for the
recovery of former power. As the
benevolent crane, however, has not
yet extracted the bone from the

throat of the great clerical wolf that
has so long preyed upon the flock, a
sheep may be allowed a little space
for raillery before the old ravages are
renewed. You may therefore think
fit to publish the enclosed sheep's
letter suggesting to "THE pastor"”

Aggrandizement.

AGGRANDIZEMENT.

the means of magnifying his office.
PROBATIKOS.
A SHEEP'SLETTER.

I call this A Sheep's Letter, for
want of a better term. The people
who made our language, whoever
they were, seem to have been more
bountiful to shepherds than to sheep,
for, by annexing the comely syllable

al to pastor, they contrive a very
nice word “pastoral,” to denote
what belongs to the former, while,

in manufacturing our adjective, they

.added ish, making the word sheepish

and left us with the choice either to
take "sheepish,” or put up with
sheep's, which appears to be a frag-
ment of the old Anglo Saxon geni-
tive, which in the wars of time, has
got its i1 knocked out, or lost an e.
Sheepish indeed means "what be-
longs to sheep,” as pastoral means
what appertains to shepherds. But
| don't like the word, for it is used
mostly in a bad depreciative sense as
signifying timid. It is true, indeed,
that this quality of timidity, if admit-
ted to be possessed by sheep both
literal and spiritual, might be justi-
fied by the fact that we have in the
Scriptures far more exhortations to
fear than to courage. But | am
not prepared altogether to admit it,
for |1 do not know any creatures who
knock their heads together so often
(especially we spiritual sheep in our
periodicals) which is surely no evi-
dence of cowardice, however, people
might infer from the results, or
rather absence of results, a fortu-

nate thickness of skull. Not, how-
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ever, to be tedious on the title, |
have thought best to avoid all unjust
inferences, by adopting for a heading
a sheep's letter.

This point being thus settled, one
might ask, what is the object or
occasion of a sheep writting a letter
at all? My answer to those who
would thus examine me is this, has
not a sheep, if he be able, as good a
privilege to write a letter as a
shepherd? And when a shepherd
writes a letter to a sheep, is it not
proper for them to send an answer?
It would surely be very uncourteous
not to do so. A certain highly
honored pastor has recently written
a pastoral letter, and feeling some-
what grieved that no one as yet
thought fit to honor it with a reply,
| thought 1| should at least give it a
respectful notice.

But | may be asked again, "what
business have you with it? You
are not a member of the particular
flock addressed, and you had better,
before you speak, wait until you are
spoken to." This would be all very
pertinent if the letter had been con-
fined to the pastor's flock, but the
fact is, it has actually been published
in one of our weekly papers, and
that sent all over the land, so that
all the different flocks upon the high
hills and in the lowly valleys, can
have the benefit of it, and appear to
be virtually, though indirectly ad-
dressed by it. Now, as it can not
for a moment be supposed that the
excellent shepherd published the let-
ter in order to see his name in print,
or to let the world see, for his own
glory, how finely his care over his
flock was flourishing, we must con-
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elude that it was really the inten-
tion to address thus indirectly the
sheep at large, and hence there can
be no indecorum in one of them ven-
turing to reply. Indeed, it is hard
to perceive the necessity of writing
a pastoral letter at all, unless it be
intended for all the flocks abroad,
for certainly when the shepherd is
present with his flock, there is no
need of writing to them, since what-
ever is to be said can be much more
easily delivered to them by word

of mouth. Hence, we never find
that any of the ancient shepherds,
such as Peter and Paul, wrote let-

ters to any church to which they
were at the time ministering.

These things being fairly settled,
then, 1 should, I suppose, first pre-
sent grateful acknowledgment for the
excellent instructions and exhorta-
tions of this "Pastoral Letter."
And as | do not see that objection
can be made to any of the things it
proposes (including all the little
things as cards, &c.,) | can not but
hope they will be duly regarded by
all. And now having thus | hope
respectfully discharged this part
of my duty, it seems to me it would
be proper to return in some degree
the favor shown by the pastor in
paying these attentions to the wel-
fare and improvement of the humble
members of the flocks. This can
perhaps best be done by suggesting
those measures which tend to the
exaltation of pastors themselves,
which seems at present so great an
object of desire.

As one of the most important
prerequisites, then, we must have,
first, flocks, long terribly annoyed
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by intestine quarrels and continual
pitched battles between their princi-
pal members, so that they could not
get leave to feed peaceably in the
pasture, and would be glad, there-
fore, of any expedient to secure a
little quiet. As such disturbances
originate in the old notion that sheep
can act the part of shepherds, and
that these are to be chosen out of
the flock; when this is proved, by
sad experience to be an error, such a
flock will naturally be disposed to
discard the idea altogether, and
even go to the other extreme of
supposing that no sheep can be a
shepherd, and thus it will be neces-
sary to procure by all means some
other sort of creature to act in this
capacity.

2. In order then to prepare pas-
tors, it becomes necessary to have
recourse to the old patented
machinery formerly so successful in
producing them, viz: theological
schools, colleges and lectures, through
the instrumentality of which young
lambs who mighthave grown up into
good sheep, are gradually converted
into pastors and preachers, and
soon come to form a distinct class
amongst the ovine race, easily known
by their holding their heads much
higher than the sheep, having a coat
of black wool, and, like the little
horn upon the head of " the beast,”
having a stouter look than their fel-
lows," "having eyes also like a man
and a mouth speaking great things."
These manifest differences, thus
established, will constitute their
principle claim to be appointed over
the flock, and will be the ground
work of subsequent elevation.

Aggrandizement.

3. In order to confirm the advan-
tages thus gained, it will be well to
adopt the practice of speaking always
of "the pastor" of the church or
flock, soas to let all know that there

can be but one, whatever may be
said by "old fogies" about the
primitive  practice of having a
plurality. It will be especially con-

ducive to this end if the "pastor”

can continue to advertise himself in
the newspapers as "Pastor” of some
particular church. By these means
the different flocks become accus-
tomed gradually to the new order of
things, as a colt gets used to the
halter and will at length allow his
owner to mount and ride him.

4. If the church can be induced
to build a fine meeting-house, after
the style described in the third
Epistle of Peter, with pews and
pillars and crimson cushions, and a
pulpit sitting upon the "many
waters” of the baptistry, it will be
an effectual means of silencing all
complaint on the part of many silly
sheep who might wish its voice to be
heard after its natural fashion; for
each will feel that it would be out of
place to exercise the ancient rights
and blatant privileges with which it
was endowed in the free realms of
nature, and, since the "sheep before
its shearers is dumb,"” it will feel dis-
posed quietly to submit to its fate.
Not one will have the hardihood to
venture to utter a word in so fine and
sacred a place, which, as usual, has
been solemnly dedicated by imposing
ceremonies, but will gladly leave all
the public services to be performed
by the preacher or "pastor,” who
can attend to them with so much
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grace and elegance as not to offend
the most fastidious. Thus the pas-
tor who can manage to surround
himself with such magnificence, and
especially if he can have at his com-
mand an orean with its "pealing
tones" to support him on the flanks
or in the rear, will be in no danger
of having his authority disputed as
might possibly be done by some
thoughtless old bell-wether under
other  ciwumstances. Thus the
"Pastor"  will become a necessity of
the establishment, and will not only
be raised to eminent distinction, but
will be duly honored with whatever
salary he may be pleased to require.
5. In order to secure proper
respect from "those without,” it
will be of great importance to obtain
a title which will place pastors upon
an equality with the" Divines" and
the ruling priesthood of the day.
The prefix Rev. answers this pur-
pose admirably, but as some mur-
mel'S have been heard against it from
the older members of the flock, it
will be necessary to exercise some
of that "craftiness" which Paul
perhaps employed when he "caught
the Corinthians with guile.” It is
somewhat difficult, | confess, to
compass this, but | would offer a
suggestion or two to “Pastors"
who have this special aspiration.
By way of preparation, get occa-
sional notices in the papers of
" dedications" of meeting-houses and
such like practices and let Rev. be
prefixed to the names of those
officiating, as it were, (to avoid
umbrage) by the mistake of the
printe)) or the blunder of some
officious friend; this will at last be
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as the shadow of a "coming event"
which when it does come, will not
so much alarm the fearful.

But to obtain complete success
will require a bolder stroke. A
Scriptural right to the title must be
made out in some way. Now, there
can be no doubt that the title
Reverend is authorized by the
Scriptures.  In order to prove this,
the "pastor" might reason in this
way: The word " Reverend"” comes
from the gerund reverendus, and
possesses all its meaning, which is
simply to be reverenced. Now
if the Scriptures authorize any
one to be reverenced, then cer-
tainly that person is a reverend.
But the Scriptures do positively
command the wife to reverence her

husband." Therefore every hushand
is fully entitled to be -called
Reverend, and if the pastor be a

married man, (as is pretty sure to be
the case,) he has thus atitle clear to
all the dignity it involves. It may
be remarked also, that it does not
here matter the wvalue of a pin
whether the wife really reverences
her husband or not, for as "reverend"
s means to be reverenced” or that
ought to be reverenced, a failure to
do this cannot effect the right, and
the title therefore remains secure.
It will be said, however, that this
proves too much, and too much of a
good thing is good for nothing, for
all married men, whether pastors or
not, would share in the honor, so as
to render the amount enjoyed by
anyone person pitifully  small.
Again. It may be urged that as
the person who reverences another
is reverent, the usual abreviation
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Rev. would stand for either reverend
or reverent, and would apply as
much to wives as to husbands, just
as we can use Ben. to represent
either Benjamin or Benoni, ac-
cordingly as the boy's conduct may'
deserve.

Here is, | confess, a difficulty, but
it may perhaps be surrounded in this
way, by those pastors at least, who
are good at "spiritualizing." The
church in Scripture, is represented
as the bride, and Christ is the bride-
groom. He is also the " Chief
Shepherd,” and the "pastor" is an
under shepherd, and does, therefore,
.for the present, act in some sense as
a representative.  In applying these
figures, may not the "pastor" get
himself considered as representing
Christ, also as the bridegroom, at
least to the particular flock or bride
whieh he has selected? He is one
party and the church is another.
He sometimes claims to be an
"embassador,” and to speak "in
Christ's  stead.” It could then
hardly be regarded as astraining of
the figure, if the church should be
regarded as the spOttse of the pastor,
and hence by a clear analogy bonnd
to ?'everence him, and he may thus
attain to the much desired title of
reverend. Nor would this even
appear at all inconsistent with what
is implied in the facts and ceremonies
attending the ordination and
installation  of the pastor. It is
true the old difficulty might arise
here about the abreviation Rev.
applying equally to the Church
which reverences as to the pas to?'
who is reverenced; but this would
be oflittle account, as nobody would

Aggrandizement.

ever think of speaking of the Rev.
Church of Alleghany or of Phila-

delphia, and it would be easy in
order to avoid all mistake, to write
the word always Reverend in full.

6. Another means of elevation to
be recommended, is the general
adoption of the practice of publish-
ing 't pastoral letters." This we
know is what the Pope does occa-
sionally to make himself known
and felt among his wide spread flock
in all parts of the world. In this he
is imitated also by Episcopal
bishops who write pastoral letters to
the churches of their dioceses; and
the general adoption of this plan, as
now fairly inaugurated .among us,
would no doubt have the happiest
effect in confirming pastors in the
positions to which they aspire. The
instructions given by the Pope are
always excellent, and very humbly
tendered, and this is right. This
does not interfere with the great
purpose which is to keep his name
and place and rights prominently
before the people, lest, perchance, in
free countries any might forget their
allegiance.

Not to be wearisome, however |
will only suggest one other expedi:nt
to aspiring pastors, which, if carried
mto effect, W1ll effectually establish
their PQwer and exalt them to the
hig~ niche occupied by the clergy.
ThIS measure is, that as soon as the
preliminaries  are sufficiently ad-
justed, and the old members of the
simple flock that ranged the valleys
free, are out of the way they should
call a general council to declare the
third Epistle of Peter canonical
and thus secure for it the same
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authority as belongs to the other
pastoral letters of the same apostle.
If this were done (and the apocrypha
has thus before now been added to the

CHRISTIANITY

THE singular impression prevails
with a few that primitive or apostolic
Christianity is not adapted to the
society of modern cities; that the
simplicity of apostolic worship will
not succeed in gaining anascendency
in cities where modern customs and
refinement create a strong and rapid
current in society, and give color
and form to denominational religion.

These men argue that apostol'ic

Christianity, the plain and simple
forms of the ordinances, and
especially those of worship, were'

more the consequence of the people,
and of the age, among whom and in
which it originated, than of any
inherent quality or divine charcter;

more the result of temporary and
accidental circumstances, than of
divine ordination. Hence, these
men advocate, not only compliance
with customs, as they may appear,
but the introduction and use of such
forms and ceremonies as will make
the religion of Christ more accept-
able to the world. In such a pur-
pose is to be found the reason of the
incorporation of Jewish and pagan
rites in Romanism, and other rites,
ceremonies and customs in other
denominations, which were unknown
to the apostolic church. They
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Bible) |1 can conceive of nothing
further as necessary to the complete

earthly glorification of "the pastor.”

OVIS.
Apostolic  Times

IN CITIES.

think, in a word, that the church
should progress as the world, and
"become all things to all men,"-
that by a flexible adaptation of its
ordinances, it may accommodate
them, and commend itself to the
good opinion of the world.

The movement set on foot by the
venerable Thomas Campbell and his
son Alexander, in the Western part
ot: Pennsylvania, during the second
decade of this century, ignored-
indeed, spurned the principle of such
a procedure, as well as the supposed
advantages  which it was vainly
imagined would accrue to the
religion of Christ. That movement,
until lately, it has been generally,
yea, universally conceded by those
who took part in it, was both right
and necessary; but now after the
lapse of half a century, the wisdom
and necessity of the attempt at a
reformation is practically questioned
by those who advocate a flexible
compliance with the" varying con-
ditions of social advancement.” The
movement assumed the inflexibility
of the ordinances of God ; regarded
apostolic Christianity as the fixed
and immutable form of the religion of
Christ; and was contented to take
the divine ordinances just as' the
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Holy Spirit had left them, whether
right or wrong; whether wise or
unwise; and whether promising suc-
cess or failure under any circum-
stances. It took Christianity as the
Holy Spirit made it, and left all
consequences as to a want of adapted-
ness to this or that age, and all con-
tingency of success to the author of
the religion, busying itself rather in
complying with the ordinances as it
fonnd them, than attempting any
modification or adaptation to the
thoughts and customs of the present
-century. Any other and different
course of action is essentially infidel,
since it calls in question the wisdom
of Christ.

I have nothing to do with these

matters, of which the Holy Spirit
has not spoken. As the venerable
Thomas Campbell said: "Where

the Scriptures speak, we speak, and
when they are silent, we are silent."
As it regards these matters, with
reference to which God has said and
done nothing, Christians are allowed
the grea test liberty-liberty  adjudged
by nothing except that which works
evil. Among the class of things
that are lawful, permitted by God,

either expressly or by implication,
we may select and use anything
that will not work injuriously.

Things expedient or profitable be-
long only to things that are lawful.
Things must be first lawfnl before
they can become expedient.

As it regards the ordinances of
God, no liberty to interfere in any
way obtains for a ~oment. To
change, modify, adtl to, or subtract
from, is a matter wholly prohibited.
It is a prerogative that belongs only

Ohristianity

in Oities.

to God, the author of the ordinances.
To reject these, or to change or
modify these in any particular, is
impious, and to claim such a right or
prerogative, is infidel, no matter if
the Romish or some Protestant
churches do make the claim and
practice the assumed privilege.

It is no concern of men whether
these ordinances are right and
proper or not; whether they are as
well suited to every period of the
world as they were to the apostolic,
or how they are regarded by any
age, whether rude or refined;
whether simple or ornamental.  The

adaptedness of divine ordinances to
the "varying conditions of social
advancement" is a question which

belongs to God only, and is no con-
cern of ours whatever.  The reforma-
tion for which we are pleading,
stands on this ground and proceeds
on this principle, leaving all conse-
quences where they properly belong,
in the hands of God.

It is no condescension on the part
of man, nor any wonderful conces-
sion to admit that God, in establish-
ing the ordinances of the church,
contemplated every event and .con-
tingency which would befall the
church during its long history in the
earth, and was fully apprized of
what would or would not be adapted
to man at whatever age of the
world, or in whatever condition of
society, and that he acted with a
full and clear- knowledge of what
man in a state of sin needed. This
being so, it is simply blasphemous
for any man to say that Christianity
is not adapted to this or any other
age. It is pitiable to hear men talk
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so ignorantly and foolishly. But
why do men think and talk so?
Simply because they are both ignor-
ant and foolish. They know as little
of what they are talking about as
they do of the geology of the moon.
To assert that anything is neces-
sary to the success of the gospel,
which has not been permitted by
God, is to insult God inthe most
offensive manner. Why is not the
simple and plain worship of apostolic
Christianity; why are not the ordin-
ances of God, as left in the practice
of the apostolic church, ad{Lpted to
the state ofsociety in modern cities?
Simply because the professors of that
religion have proved unfaithful and
unworthy;  simply because  the
church has well nigh surrendered t<t
the world, and looks to it for support

and influence, rather than to God
and his providences.
The incongruity of the gospel,
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with the "varying conditions of
social advancement,” a form of
which is to be seen in the social
states of modern cities, is exemplified
in several particulars. As refined
society is shocked at the plebian
ordinance of immersion, 8pr~nklinu
must be allowed to the elegant
patrician. As modern ears have
been more highly cultivated than the
dull and heavy ears of primitive
times, the most artistic music must
be associated with, or wholly super-
cede the singing by the masses of
the church; and so we go from one
thing to another; from plain preach-
ing to elegant sermonizing; from
plain gospel teaching to philosqphic
disquisitions, in order that the
church may affect the elegant,
refined and esthetic of modern days,
and man's folly supplant the wisdom
of God. Z.

Apostolic  Times.

THE FACE A RECORD OF LIFE.

THE record of a man's moral and
intellectual life is written in his face,
«in such indelible and striking lines
that anybody tolerably well skilled in
the science of physiognomy can
quickly and accurately measure
subtle, unseen, character. There is
an old maxim that "blood tells,”
and it does reveal its gentle or
boorish, its virtuous or vicious nature
in physical movements of the body
and modes of expression, and also in
prevailing and related ideas. So,

likewise, character is perpetually
struggling against the bonds of
restraint, and pushing out into the

broad daylight of actual recognition.
By a careful reticence at the right
time, and a sort of negative habit of
life, combined with a shrewd
management, a man may pass cur-
rent for altogether more than his
actual value. But sooner or later,
the muscles of the face and the
speaking eye let out the secret of the
interior life.
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It is a great study, these human
faces looking up from the audience
room, the social circle, the street, the
car, beaming out an effulgence of
sympathy and goodness, or frowning
under the rigors of disappointment,
or flashing out defiance and contempt
for the sources of their discomfort.
The young man who aspires to noth-
ing higher than the character of a
universal "bruiser,” may forget that
his coarse passions are all photo-
graphed upon his face in such a
manner that all discerning people can
read him through almost at the first
glance. We cannot" see ourselves
as others see us,"” and that explains
away very much of the impudence
and swagger of the multitude, which
pass for genuine energy and life. If
you would know more of an
acquaintance than age, occupation,
capacity and temper-if  you would
inspect the secret sources where he
draws supplies .of impulse and of
comfort along life's toilsome and
dusty pathway, look into his face and

Keep Close to the Guide.

read the whole elaborate story of his
strivings, his loves and aversions, his
triumphs and failures. It is all there
locked up in fleshy characters, in the
folds and furrows made by the
ploughshare of time and toil, or the
exhausting stimulants of license and
prodigality. We literally turn our-
selves inside out through the face.
The love, the composure, the pas-
sion, the unrest, the weakness, the
angel and the beast of our natures,
all collect and come to a focus in the
face, and make disclosures which no
magical'arts can conceal. And it
seems to us that when the great
Apostle said, "some men's sins are
open beforehand, going before the
judgment,” he must have been
looking into the hypocritical faces of
the old Scribes and Pharisees.
Throughout all her wonderful array
of diversity and  magnificence,
Nature abhors concealment, and
this accounts for, and magnifies, too,
the revelations of character shining
from the human face divine.

KEEP CLOSE TO THE GUIDE.

THE thinking Christian does not
have to live very long in this world
to find that there are a multitude of
questions, that despite his most
earnest investigation, are involved
in mystery.  With all the light that
the Bible sheds upon his pathway,
there are still a thousand things,
concerning his own being and
destiny, which are shrouded 1n

darkness.  Like the traveler at mid-
night, carefully picking his way over
a dangerous road, by the rays of the
lantern that he swings by his side,
the Christian is in a little circle of
light, enough for the next step. But
all things grow shadowy in the dis-

tance. Around him on every side,
the great black curtain of night
drops its impenetrable veil. He
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must patiently wait for the morning
of the Resurrection. It is a curtain
that will never be lifted, until the
darkness of this life gives place to

the clear, calm sunshine of the
heavenly rest.
One great error, of which too

many of us are guilty, is, that instead
of walking by the light we have, we
are continually straining our vision
for light that we have not. Instead
of watchfully minding each separate
step and the immediate pathway we
are treading, our eyes, like the fools,
" are at the ends of the earth." We
are straing our vision into the dark-
Dess beyond, trying vainly to see
what is invisible; and,. perhaps,
disputing with' others as foolish as
ourselves, about the substance of
things that are buried in darkness,
and of which the keenest vision can
detect only the most vague and
shadowy outlines. It is not sur-
prising, therefore, that we stumble
in the "parrow way,"” and that
God sometimes suffers the pain ofa
wounded spirit to remind us of the
danger of the road we are treading,
and the necessity for constant wa tch-
fulness and care.

Evet:y one who visits that cele-
brated natural curiosity of Ken-
tucky, the Mammoth Cave, receives
'on entering a small lamp, which he
is instructed to carry with him. He
is told to be very careful of his light,

LOVE TO GOD .AND THY NEIGH_
BOR.-If tho~ neglectest thy love to
thy neighbor, in vain thou pro-

fessest thy love to God, for by thy
16
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to mind his footsteps, and above all,
to keep close to the guide. If he
strictly obeys these injunctions h'eis
safe. Up and down through all the
dark and winding passages of that
subterranean labyrinth, he may pass
with security and comparative ease.
It istrue that his lamp is a little
thing. It lights up a circle of only
a few feet around him. There are
gloomy caverns that open their
black mouths on ev'ery side. All his
little taper tells him is, that they are
there. But it is enough' to keep his
feet from destruction. if he hep.ds
its radiance and minds his footsteps,
and keeps close to his guide, he may
walk safely ,beside the dizziest
caverns and deepest pitfalls of the
route.

This world is such a dark and
perilous moral pilgrimage. Christ
came to us and offers us the Gospel
lamp. If we reject it, we are
inevitably lost. If we accept it He
bids us keep it trimmed and burning.
He 'promises  himself to lead us
through the labyrinth of life, if we
will only submit to Him and mind
our footsteps, and keep close to our
guide. He does not tell us that our
lamps shall light up all the dark
ca~erns that swarm around us. He
only promises deliverance from the
perils of the journey. Christian, be
careful of that Gospel lamp-mind

your footsteps, and keep close to the
guide! N. Y, Chronicle.

lovieto God thy love to thy neigh-
bor is begotten; and by thy love

.to thy neighbor thy love to God is

nourished.
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THE RIGHT

A WRITER in the Congregation-
alist, who evidently believes, with
the apostle James that faith with-
out works is dead, thus describes the
kind of religion which the times
require:

"We want a religion that bears
heavily not only.on the ‘exceeding
sinfulness of sin,’ but on the exceed-
ing rascality of lying and stealing-
a religion that banishes small mea-
sures from the counters, small bas-
kets from the stalls, pebbles from the
cotton bags, clay from paper, chicory
from coffee, otter from butter, beet
juice from vinegar, alum from bread,
strychnine from wine, water from
milk-cans, and buttons from the
contribution box.

"The religion that isto save the
world will not put all the big straw-
berries at the top, and all the bad
ones at the bottom. It will not offer

THE DAILY WALK.-There is
beauty and truth in the following:
A Christian life is a pulpit which all
may ascend. It is unbecoming for
the child to exhort its unbelieving
parent, improper for the pupil to
direct the teacher, .01 for the ser-
vant to rebuke his master. But by
a holy life, children can instruct their
parents, scholars their teachers, ser-
vants their masters, inferiors their
superiors, and Ruperiors their in-
feriors. Many, through ignorance,
are unable to speak a word for Jesus,
others cannot meet an objector and

Sort of Religion.

SORT OF RELIGION.

more baskets of foreign wines than
the vineyards ever produced bottles,
and more barrels of Genesee flour
than all the wheat fields of New
York grow, and all her mills grind.
It will not make one-half of a pair of
shoes of good leather, and the other
of poor leather, so that the first shall
redound to the maker's credit, and
the second to his cash.

"The religion that
the world, pays its debts. It does
not consider that forty cents re-
turned for one hundred cents given,
is according to Gospel, though it
may be according to law. It looks
upon a man who has failed in trade,
and who continues to live in luxury,
as a thief It looks upon a man
who promises to pay fifty dollars on
demand, with- interest, and who
neglects to pay it on demand, with
or without interest, as a liar."

is to sanctify

others are disabled by timidity; but
all can preach a most eloquen t ser
mon through the life.

DRUNKENPROFESSORs.-The Ar-
kansas Baptist says: "We have
known a church of fifty members,
male and female, stunted and kept
lean and lank on account of carrying
year after year a drunkard! Count
it as you mayS one member with a
gallon of red eye' in him every
day, is a heavier load for a church to
carry than three score and ten
Samsons could stand under.”
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LUTHER AND HIS TIMES.
And now Julius was dead. The

FROMa very entertaining and in-
structive article in Harper's Maga-
zine, entitled” Leo and Luther,” we
make the following extracts:

A DEADPOPE.-There was joy at
Rome in the Year 1513, for Pope
Julius Il. was dead. It was no un-
usual thing, indeed, for the Romans
to rejoice at the death of a Pope.
If there was anyone the people of
the Holy City contemned and hated
more than all other men it was usual-
ly their spiritual father, whose bless-
ings they so devoutly received,;
and next to him his countless officials,
who preyed upon their fellow-citizens
as tax-gatherers, notaries, and along
gradation  of dignities. But upon
Julius, the withered and palsied old
man, the rage of the people had
turned with unprecedented vigor.
He had been a fighting Pope. His
feeble frame had been torn by unsated
and insatiable passions that would
have become a Cresar or an Alexan-
der, but which seemed almost demon-
iac in this terrible old man. His
ambition had been the curse of Rome,
of Italy, of Europe; he had set all
nations at enmity in the hope of en-
larging his temporal power; he had
made insincere leagues and treaties
in order to'escape the punishment of
his crimes; his plighted faith was
held a mockery in all the European
courts; his fits of rage and impotent
malice made him the laughing-stock
of kings and princes; and the cost
of his feeble wars and faithless alli-
ances had left Rome the pauper city
of Europe.

certainty that his fierce spirit was

fled forever had been tested by
all the suspicious forms of the
Roman  Church. The Cardinal

Camerlengo stood before the door of
the Pope's chambor, struck it with a
gilt mallet, and called Julius by
name. Receiving no answer, he
entered the room, tapped the corpse
on the head with a mallet of silver,
and then falling upon his knees be-
fore the lifeless body, proclaimed the
death of the Pope. Next the tolling
of the great bell in the Capitol,
which was sounded upon these
solemn occasions alone, announced
to Rome and to the church that the
Holy Father was no more. Its
heavy note was the signal for a reign
of universal license and misrule.
Ten days are always allowed to pass
between the death of a Pope and
the meeting of the conclave of
cardinals for the election of his suc-
cessor, and during that period it was
long an established custom that
Rome should be abandoned to riot,
bloodshed, pillage, and every species
of crime. The very chamber of the
dead Pope was entered and sacked.
The city wore the appearance of a
civil war. The papal soldiery, ill
paid and half fed, roamed through
the streets robbing, murdering, and
committing a thousand ontrages un-
restrained.  Palaces were plundered,
houses sacked, quiet citizens were
robbed, murdered, and theil' bodies
left in the streets or thrown into the
Tiber. " Not a .day passed," wrote
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Gigli, an observer of one of these
dreadful saturnalia, "without brawls,
murders, and waylayings." At
length the nobles fortified and gar-
risoned their palaces, barricades
were drawn acrosS the principal
streets, and only the miserable shop-
keepers and tradesmen were left ex-
posed to the outrages of the papal
banditti.

THE BOYHOODF POPE LEO X.-
Giovanni de Medici was the descend-
ant of that great mercantile family
at Florence which had astonished
Europe by its commercial grandeur
and elegant taste, and whose found-
ers had learned complaisance and
democracy in the tranquil pursuits of
trade. Their fortunes had been built
upon industry, probity, politeness,
and a careful attention to business.
They had long practiced the virtues
of honor and good faith when their
feudal neighbors had been distin-
gnished only by utter insincerity.
The Medici ha,d increased their
wealth from father to son until
they became the richest bankers in
Europe, and saw the mightiest kings
and a throng of princes, priests, and
warriors, suppliants at their coun-
tel'S for loans and benefits, which
sometimes they never intended to
repay. At length Lorenzo, the
father of 1Jeo X., retired from busi-
ness to give himself to schemes of
ambition, and to guide the affairs of
Italy. His immense wealth, pleas-
mg manners, prudence, and good
sense made bim the most eminent of
all the Italians; unhappily Lorenzo
sank from the dignity of an honest
trader to share in the ambitious

diplomacy of his age, and lost his
virtue in his effort to become great.
Giovanni was his favorite son-the

only one that had any ability; and
Lorenzo had resolved, almost from
his birth, that he should wear the.
triple crown.

At seven years of age Giovanni
was made an abbot. His childish
head was shaven with the monkish
tonsure. He was addresed as Mes-

sire, was saiuted with reverence as
one of the eminent dignitaries of
the church, and was supposed to
control the spiritual concerns of
various rich benefices. 'The child-
abbot soon showed an excellent
intellect, and, under the care of
,Politian, became learned in the
rising literature of the day. All that
the immense wealth and influence of
his father cpuld give him lay at his
command. He was educated in the
magnificent palace of the Medici
which Cosmo had complained was
too large for sosmall a family, shared
in those lavish entertainments of
which Lorenzo was so fond, was
familiar with the wits, the poets, the
painters of that gifted age, and
learned the graceful skepticism that
was fashionable at his father's
court. When Giovanni was thirteen
Lorenzo resolved to raise him to the
highest dignity in the church below
that of the Supreme Pontiff. He
begged the, Pope, with prayers that
seem now strangely bumiliating, to

make his sona cardinal. He enlisted
in his favor all whom be could
influence at the papal court. "It

will raise me from death to life" he
cried, when the Pope seemed to
hesitate. ~ The boon was at last
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obtained,

the child
ease, with
came one
Christendom.
with  some

and the boy of fourteen,
of wealth and luxurious
no effort of his own, be-
of the chief priests of

The Pope, however,
show of propriety, re-
quire!! that the investiture  should
not take place in three years, during
which time the young Medici was to
give his attention to study. Poli-
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tian still  directed his  studies.
Giovanni was grave, graceful, formal,
ambitious; and at seventeen, in the
year 1492, so fatal to the glory of his
family, he took his place in the
sacred college at Rome, and was re-
ceived in the Holy City with a
general respect that seemed not un-
worthy of its future master.

EUGEXE LAWRENCE, in Harper's Maga:ille.

CORRESPONDENCE.

PADUAMcLean Co., I1l.,}
April 4th, 1S69.

BRO. KARR.-I wish to report labors
performed since February 5th up to this
time. | held a meeting of sixteen days at
Harmony, east of Clinton, De Witt Co.,
the result of which was sixteen additions,
of which twelv-e were by immersion. At
Kappa | held a meeting of ten days and
had four baptisms, when | was called
away. There was an unusual interest up
when | left. | have just closed a me6ting
ofeleven days at Creek Nation, at which
seven made the good confession, three
were reclaimed, and one was received
from tha Newlight or Old Custom order.

Yours fraternally,

H. G. VA:NDERVORT.

svcamore,  Ill., May 15, 1S69.

DEARBROTIIERKARR: For the benefit of
those who are laboring for the restoration
of "the ancient order of things in the
Church of Christ,” and are pleading and
laboring for the nnion of Christians on "the
Bible alone as an all sufficient creed,” I will
state that through the kindness and careful
efforts of Sister M. Bailey, of Batavia, |
have been enabled to furnish some reliable
and cheering statistics concerning the opel’,
ations of the Disciples of Christ during the
year ending with this date.

The total number of accessions as
reported by the patrons of the
A. O.Review, is 30,254,and | consider it a
very small estimate, to reckon that all the
other papers have reported at least as many

more; and if this conjecture is safe, our
accessions for the last year have reached
60,508,and this must be considered a small
estimate.

The accessions reported in the Review
are respectively represented in the follow-
ing statement:

Kentucky, 8473 Nebraska, 258
Illinois, 7592 Arkansas, 253
In<;liana, 5254 New York, 218
Ohio, 1828 British America, 203
Missouri, 1749 Virginia, 197
Pennsylvania, 1126 Michigan, 98
Tennessee, 733 Oregon, 55
lowa, 680 Texas, 51
Kansas, 560 Other States, 115
Australia, 448

North Carolina, 363 Total, 30,254

From all | can gather from seven or eight
current publications to which | have access,
and from many well posted brethren with
whom | have conversed, | am satisfied that
the number of our churches are not less
than 6,000, and the whole membership is
not less than 600,000, and all these have
been gathered into a Christian union on
the Bible alone within the last forty
years. In view of this what becomes of
the oft repeated objection by our oppo-
nents that "a religious people cannot hold
together and prosper without a human
creed. Your Brother in Christ,

C. W. SHERWOOD.

ANTIOCHMarch 13th, 1869.
Co-operation meeting met pursuant to
adjournment, Bro. A. H. Trobridge in chair.
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Meeting opened by prayer. Delegates
called and the following presented reports
from the different congregations:

Bro. Lewis Martin, Minonk.-The
church is in good working order. Has
preaching every Lords day by Bro. Cragie
Sharp, Sr., unless some one comes in.
Have a good Sunday school, numbering
ninety members. Is willing todo her
part to keep an Evangelist in the field.

New Rutland, by Bros. P. Green and
Abraham Mullin.-Have preaching every
Lordsday, by Bro. A. H. Trobridge, who
is doing a good work. Has had nine
additions since the last quarter meeting,
and is willing to help hold up the hands of
an Evangelist to spread the gospel of glad
tidings to a lost and ruined world. Have
fifty members.

Antioch, by Bros. T. Highway and Joel
Skelton.-Have  procured the labors of
Bro. J. C. Stark half of the time and Bro.
A. H. Trobridge the other half, and are
willing to do our part to extend the
primitive gospel.

Gridley, by Bro. Cooms, who reports the
good old ship of Zion moving onward.

EDITOR'S

THuRs.-We  are very thankful to the
many brethren and sisters who are kindly
assisting us in the circulation of the
HERALD. We do notoften have the leisure
to write a private letter to such,
acknowledging their favors, which are
always duly appreciated. We ask all who
esteem the work as a real benefit to the
cause of Christ to extend its circulation.
We ask this not for our own sake, but for
the good of the cause for which we
plead. Every dollar sent us goes to the
printer, while we labor with our hands
for our daily bread. We neither expect
money nor self-aggrandizement in this
work, but do expect to do good.

Editor's Table.

There has been one hundred and eighty-
seven additions to the church between
Gillman and Washington, on the T. P.
&W. R. R.

Washburn, by Bro. Cruthers.-Have a
good Sunday school and one hundred
members.

BUSINESs-Motion made and carried,
that we employ an Evangelist to labor
for us the next quarter. On motion,
the following three brethren were appointed
to employ such Evangelist. A. H. Tro-
bridge, Craigie Sharp, Sr., and Jonas Ball.
Moved and carried that the Secretary get
every congregation to make out a statistical
report by the next meeting, and that they
send a delegate for every twenty-five memo
bers. Carried, that the Evangelist labors
at Salem, Lowdy, and Wenona. Carried
that a contribution be taken to procure
tracts to be distributed by the Evangelist.
Carried that we have these minutes pub-
lished in three religious papers. Carried to
adjourn, to meet the Friday evening be-
fore the second Lordsday in June next, at
New Rutland. A. H. TROBRIDGPrest.

C. SHARPSr., Sec.

TABLE.

THE PLYMOUTHPULPIT, a weekly
publication of sermons preached by Henry
Ward Beecher, is published by J. B. Ford
& Co.,39 Park Row, New York. Price
eight cents per number; $3 per annum.
The publication is a pamphlet on good
paper, well printed, and in convenient
shape for present reading and subsequent
binding. It contains, besides the sermon,
the prayers, both reported and published
with Mr. Beecher's sanction. The hymns
and Scripture lessons are also indicated.
It iswholly unnecessary for usto name
the merits and demerits of Mr. Beecher's
sermons-they  have both. Those who
wish to read them should procure the
Plymouth Pulpit.
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Bro. C. W. Sherwood preaches a portion
of his time at Batavia. He is highly es-
teemed there. We have few stronger men.

Bro. J. N. Smith, formerly from lowa
and lately from Ohio, is now conducting a
meeting in Lanark, Ill., with the brightest
prospects of glorious success. "Ten or
eleven have already made the good confes-
sion, and many more are confidently ex-
pected before the meeting closes."

CHURCH DISCIPLINE.-Brother  Sher-
wood has sent another article upon this
subject. We could not put it all into this
number, and preferred to insert it all in
the n'ext rather than divide it. Let his
articles as well as others, which may
appear on this subject, be carefully read.

NOR'rJl WesTERN ILLINOIS. ANNUAL
MEETING.-The next annual meeting of
the North Western Illinois Christian Co-
operation will be held at Coleta, (for-
merly Genessee Grove), Whiteside Co.,
commencing at 7% p. m., on Fridayeven-
ing, June 18th, 1869. A general attend-
ance is requested. Bro. James G. Mitchell
is expected to be at the meeting.

TELL 117 TO THECHURCH.-In the law
for the settlement of personal trespasses,
given by the Savior, as recorded in the
eighteenth of Matthew, we have the in-
junction, “tell it to the church." What is
to be told to the church?  The fact that he
has trespassed, the facts in detail which
constitute the offense, his refusal to hear
and repent on previous interviews, or all
of these! Will some of our scribes give
an answes to this question, and their rea-
sons? The day for ipse dixit teaching is, we
hope, about gone by. Sir Oracle is ex-
pected to give a reason for his utterances.
He who presumes to speak with authority
is expected to give his authority. We are
satisfied as to what isto be told to the
church, and have been called upon to give
our views and reasons, but prefer to hear
from others. Who will furnish an article
upon this question for our next number?

12"1

BELOVED BROTHER KARR; Our be-
loved brother Sias G. Poter, elder of the
Church of Christ, at Mackinaw, Tazewell
county, lll., departed this life on the night
of the 17th of February, 1869,in the 68th
year of his life. When he came to Mack-
inaw he was a member of the Baptist
Church, but when he became acquainted
with the faith, order and worship of the
congregation of the Disciples here, he
united with us and was chosen as Elder,
and, being truly pious and devotional, he
was highly esteemed by the brethren. He
will be much missed and long remembered
by the church. May the Lord support his
lonely and bereaved widow.

JAMESA. LINDSEY.

THE CIIRISTI.ANPIONEER, T. Wright,
editor and proprietor, Chillicothe, Mo.,
is now published weekly, in newspaper
form. We have for several years received
the Pioneer among our most valuable ex-
changes. Brother Wright is a man of true
and earnest devotion to the cause of truth,
and should have aliberal support. Besides
the greatly improved appearance the paper
isimproved in other respects. It ispub-
lished at $2 per annum.

BROTIIERDOWNSs at present at Paris,
Edgar county, where his correspondents
are requested to address him. In answer
to many inquiries about his health,pre-
sent engagements, future arrangements,
etc., we would say that his health, which
has not for some months been good, is so
delicate at present as to render it prudent
for him to suspend active or exhaustive
labors, both in preaching and writing.
He is spending a little time in the country,
hoping to recuperate to an extent that will
enable him to resume his active labors.
Those who wish his labors must wait, or
look elsewhere for laborers, and are re-
quested not to press him into work which
he is at present unable to perform, and
which he will gladly enter upon as soon as
circumstances permit. This retiracy is very
annoying to one so active and who loves
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tbe work so welL He bas been a faithful,
zealous, and successful laborer in the vine-
yard from his youth. Let him now enjoy
the quiet of his rural retreat, and have the
sympathies of all the brethren in his
afl:liction,and their prayers for bis speedy
recovery.

THE APOSTOLITIMES.-Six numbers of
this magnificent weekly have reached us.
It is published at Lexington, Ky., at $2.50
per year. The editors are M. E. Lard,
Robert Grahatll, W. H. Hopson, L. B.
Wilkes, and J. W. McGarvy, and if there
are five men in any state having superior
qualifications for the work, we know not
who they are. Weare heartily disgusted
with fulsome puffs and unqualified com-
mendation of every book or paper our
brethren publish, but when a work of real
merit appears, all should be willing to do it
justice. We borrow part ofa notice of the
I'ilnes from the Record. The language is
just, and we indorse it. "The Editorial
Staff are strong and valiant men' of God,
ripe in age, experience, Biblical knowledge
and scholarship. It is a large eight paged
paper, six columns to the page.

"Judging from the specimen now before
us, and from our knowledge of the men
who control it, it will be a sound and
reliable advocate of Apostolic Christianity.
It will stand by the Word of God in all
things, without any disposition to com-
promise with the sects, or to recognize
them as "Christian communions,” or to
be recognized by them as orthodox. It
belongs not to the modern school of
"Expediency and Progress men," but
stands by the ancient land marks." We
.bid the Editors God-speed in their work."

PROVOKING/ERY.- When one of taste
and care has executed a piece of work, they
very much dislike to have its beauty
marred or its polish scarred by a
clumsy or careless hand. Writers for the
periodical press have, perhaps, as much
cause of complaint from bad treatment in
this respect as any other class. They not
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only have to submit to the downright care-
lessness of printers and the more culpable
negligence of editors, but to a thousand
little inadvertencies, which neither printers
nor editors can avoid. It was not pleasant
to Brother Frazier to see his name in the
HERALDwo months since with an ess sub-
stituted for the final arr, making it quite
another name-not his at all, nor anybodY'B
else. Nor was it less provoking when Bro-
ther Miles, in the same number, commend-
ed to us in our arduous labors the blending
of gentleness in manner with firmness of
execution, to have his" Suaviter in mOM,
jortiter in 1'e," commence with the very
unsightly, not to say 1tnlatin "Gauviter".
It was amusingly ridiculous to us when, in
reading proof, some time since, we discov-
ered that the printer had made us quote
Rev. xx: 12: "The leaks were opened j a
another leak was opened." It would have
been pl'ovokingly ridiculous if we had not
seen it in time to correct it. And yet we could
have blamed no one but self; for if we
should in ordinary haste, and with our or-
dinary care, write book, and leak, and leek,
and lack, and back, upon a sheet of paper,
no printer could tell one from another; in-
deed~ they would look as much alike as
Brother Miles' "S" looks like w "T."
Writers are not the o,nly ones who may of
right complain. Printers are expected to
bring order out of confusion many times
when it is simply impossible. The printer
and editor should be held responsible for
the appearance ripon the printed page of
what you have submitted upon the written
page, if your thoughts are intelligibly ex-
pressed in a clear and legible hand; but if,
as is frequently the case, it is wholly impos-
sible to read the manuscript, the printer can
not be expected to guess with unerring cer-
tainty what the writer would have said, if he
had said anything. A fewof our contributors
present their manuscript in excellent con-
dition-others  are careless. Give us good
manuscript, taking special pains with Greek
or Latin 'guotations, proper names, dates,
figures, and all unusual words, and be pa-
tient with our errors, and we will do the
best we can to avoid errors.
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