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APOSTASY.

to death.” (1 Jobn v. 15, 17.) Peter no doubt speaks of
the apostate, when he says, that e it is better not to bave known
the way oC righteousness, than. after tbey have known it, to
turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them."  The
reason is obvious. One wbo has'never known it, can become
s Christian, and obtain eternal salvation in heaven; but one
who has, and then bas apostatized, forfeits the favor of God
and is placed beyond the remedy of the Gospel!  Hence," the
laHer end is worse wHh them than the beginning."-Hymell-
<lusand Alexander, mentioned by Paul seem to have been ap-
postates,as they bad made "sltipwrec"" of their faitb,lost It,and
he hAd delivered them over to Satan! James shows the progress
i 1IpOSlasy, He is warning Christians against yielding to
temptation: e Blessed is the man that enduretk temptation:
for when he is tried [by them and does not yield] he shall re-
ceive the crown of lite, which the Lord hath promised to them
that love bim:"  And as Christians are too apt to think, that
the Lord sends them temptations 10try them,and to impute tbem.
to Him, he continues:  "Let no [Christian] man say when
he is tempted I 11mtempted of God: for God CRnnotbe temp-
ted with evil, neither tempteth he any man."  Now nJoticethe
progress (o apostasy: "Rut every man is tempted, when he
LI drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. =~ Then when lust
hath conceived it bringeth forth sin; and sin, when it is fin-
ished, bringeth forth beatH  'I'hen he gives them a caution
Do mi ert' [sin, Lmy beloved brethren."

Paul, as'we have seen in Hebrews,urges the Hebrew Christ-
ians not to " neglect the assembling otfthemselves t.)gether,"
etc, on Lord's day, to worship God by breaking tlte loaf, etc.
I&ndben direclly follow his remarks on apostasy, beginning,
"ith the word" for," referring to their meeting together reg-
ularly to worship on every Lord's day, as an important means
10 prevent apostasy. It has been well.observed that the jailing
ott frdm attending, or tailing to attend, the regular Lord's
day meetings, to break tke loaf, is generally one gf the surest
signs of a di8positio'nto apostatize,. and where it leads to e
~otv.Mfllectin attending, iti.ss:ener”,ll! asure prelu.d.eto aposta-
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'sy and bardlyever failstoend in the Awfuland irreclaimable con-
dition!  Let us exhort the holy brethren and sisters to attend
to all their duties regularly and punctually. so that they may
'stand perfect and complete in all ~hewill of God," and be feund
., walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blamelessly." J. R. H.
WINCHESTERgott Co. Ill. April28th, 1862.

THE SEVEN :MISSION~.
5. SECOBD AND LAST MISSION OF THE APOSTLIILS.

We come now to the second and last mission of the Apos-
tles. When on the coasts of Cesarea Philippi, the Lord Jes-
us Christ gave a S'per.ial mission to the apostle Peter, to open the
kingdom of heaven. On a~king his disciples whom they !laid
,he was, Peter anticipated all the others in replying:  "Thou
art the Christ, the Son of God ;" whereupon Jesus said to him:
" Blessed art thou Simon Bar-jona :fson of Jona] for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Eather wllich isin
heaven. And | sav also unto thee, 'fhat thou art Pe'ter, and
upon thig rock [the great TrutH enunClated hy Peter] 1 will
build my Church; and the gates of hell [hades] shall not pre-
vail against it." And then follows tne oommision given him
by the Savior to . set up" or open his kingdom:  "And |
will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom: and what80ev-
ar thou shalt btnd onearth shall be bound in heaven: and what-
soever thou shalt loose on ear~h shall be loosed in heaven."
(Matt; xvi. 13-1~.)

After. the resurrection of tbe Lord Jesus, Christ and before
his ascension. he gave ssecond and last commission to his apos-
tles, which we have recorded in the four testimonies of Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke and John. Some suppose, tbat each one
of these four writers in recording the commision bave recor-
ded the same in substance; but an atlention to the different
items of conversion, that are requisite to constitute a person
a Christian or disciple of phrist. will sbo™ us that this ~nnot
be the ease and that the idea is a wrong one. Tllese are SNee
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and are follows: 1. Preaching or Teaching.. 2. Faith ee
3. Repentance or Reformation ,. 4. Oonfusion,. 5. Bapti8m in
order to remission of sins; 6. Pardon or Salvation,. and,
7. Reception of tke Holy Spirit.  Now, no one of these re
cords contain all these; &6 we will see by an examination of
them. That recorded by Matthew is as follows:

*» Go ye therefore, and teach all natious, baptizing them in
finto] the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
lloly Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you: and, 10,1 am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world."-xxviii. 19, 20.

Now here we have but two of these items teaching and bap-
ti'lm ; aud what is termed the" formula," of baptism eeinto
the name of'the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
-but  we have to go to the other items.-Let us now go to
Mark:-

. An(J he said unto them, Go ye into all tbe world, and
preal.lh the gospel to Hery creature. He that believetb and
, is bllplized shall be saved; bllt he that belie,"eth not shall be
damned,"-Mark  xvi. 15' 16.

Now here we have two more of these items, faith aneisalva-
.tion or pardon, as well as the "preaching"  before, alld the
eshaptism" after the eefaith,” and before the salvation. But
we have yet others of them to find; and must go to Luke :-

« Afld be said unto them, Thus it is written and thus it be-
hoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third
day : and that repentance [rifamration] and remissign of sin,
Ithould be preaclted in his name among all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem."-Luke  xxiv. 46,47. .

Here we have two more of these items, reforrrlationand re-
minion of sing, eebaptism" being understood before eere-
mission” and the eepreaching expressed, &s preceding all.-
But we have yet to find one more; and for that we will go to
lohn:-

e» ThAnsaid Jesus to them again, 'Peace be unto you: as my

Father hath sent me, even so send | you. And whflnhe bad
.id this b. breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive y~
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tlu Holy Spirit j whosoever sins e .emit, they are remitted
unto them; and whosoever sIns ye retain, they are reo
tained .e=-Jvhn xx. '1-15.

Here we have the reception of 'the Holy Spirit, the olher
and last item; as well as "remission of sins,’ preceding it,
eshaptism" and these other items being understood; for wber.
any or more of these different items are expressed, and the oth-
ers not, they are always under8tood.

The position we'take. then, is, tbat it takes all these records .

PlIt togetber. to constitute what we term "the COMMIssloN;
and tbat no single one of them expresses it all. .t\s each one
of these four writers wrote to a difterent people, be recorded
so much of the commission as was consonant to the design he
hat! in view in writing; and in language as was mORtsuitable
to express it. adopted to their comprebensions, and suitable to
the circumstances by which they were surroundecl.-In the
first chapter of Acts of Apostles. we bave tbe order in which
tbis commission was to be carried out:

.« But ye shall receive. power after tbat' the Holy Spirit i.
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me botb 1DJe-
rusalem. and in Judea, and in Samaria, and untothe uttermost
part of the earlo."-Act8 i. 8,

And we will see, when we come to tbe carrying oat of the
eommission. that it was fulfilled by the Apostles and Evangel-
ists in this order.

As in thefir8t mi88ion of the Apostles, and in that of the 8ev-
enty, we find: that tbey were empowered by the Savior to work
mirAcles. in confirmation oc'tbe word of God preacbed by them.
and of tbe testimony tbey bore to the Savior; so now/we find
that tbey were to be empowered to work them. in tbe fulfill-
ment of this tbeir second and last mission, by tbhe Holy Spirit
whom our Savior was to ~nd in the name of the Father. and
who was to take his place after his ascension to heaven. We
see that he said to tbe Apostles, "ye shan receive poier after
tbat tbe Holy Spirit is come upon you," etc. ADd we see that
he prefaced the oommision in Matthew with tbe words. " All
power is given unto me in heaven'and in e.arth: Go ya tber.-
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fore," eto. ; and in Mark, after the commission he said :
"And these signs [miracles] sball follow them that believ~;

In my name they shall cast out devils [demons]; they shall
speak with new tongues ; they shall take up serpents; and if
they drink any d~adly thing, it shall not hurt them; they
shall lay hands on the sick, and tbey shall recover."

And we are then told by Mark, that these were all fulfilled :
e»So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was
received up into heaven, and, sat on the right hand of God:

and they went forth, and preached every whbere, ,tbe Lord
working wilh them [by tbe Holy Spirit]. and.conlirrning the
~ with ,sigm  following. Amen."  Paul also, in his
epistle to tbe Hebrews, speaks of tbis, when he says: "For

if tbe word spoken by angels [messengers] was steadfast,
and every transgression and disobedien~e received a just rec-
ompense of reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect so
grf:at salvation; which at tbe first began to be spoken by the
Lord, and was confil'lMdunt<>us by them that heard him;

God b~aring them witness. both with signs and wonders, and
with divers miracles, and gifts of tbe Holy Spirit; according
to his own will?" . In Luke, we hear Jesu$ saying to the
Apostles, after tbe commission: e And ye are witnesses of
these things; and behold, | send the promise of my father
upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until
ve be endued with power from on bigh "-that  of the Holy
Spirit.-J obn says: eeand many otber signs [miracles] truly
did Jesus in the presence of his disciples which are not written
in thi~ book [not recorded in his testimony] : but tbese are
written. tbat ye migbt believe tbat Jesus is the Son of God,;
and that believingye might bave [enjoy] life through his name."
It was to this great cardinal truth of the Christian religion-,

this most grand and sublime of all to man for his faith, and
which, like its subject. "alone on the records of time "-tha~

these four writers of the life of our Savior. bear testimony;

and its elucidation and proof was their great object. in writing
tbeir testimonies. Hence we see this design in every page of
their writings and in all the preaching of the Apostles and
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Evangelists.  Witb them Cbrist "wasall and ili all "-the Al-
pba and Omega...,....tbbeginning,~be middle,and the end-ill the
language of a sacred poet:
" Him first, Him last. Him middle without end.”
And in tbat of anotber sacred poet, tbey could say :
" To bear his cross, his name to bear,
Our highest honor this."

We come now to tbe fulfilling, or" carrying out" of this great
commission.  They were, as we have seen, to wait at Jerusa-
lem until tbey could be empowered by the Holy Spirit, and
were to begin at that city-"  repentance and remission of sins
should be preacher! in bis name among all nations, IJeginninfl at
Jerusalem.”  We also find in the prophecies of Isaiab and
Hosea, that" from mount Zion sbould Vad forth tbe law, and
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” Hence we find tbe Apos- .
tles waiting at Jerusalem, until tbe first Pentecostafler tbe
resurrection aud ascension of our Savior-tbat  feast being in
commemoration of tbe giving of the law of Moses from mount
Sinlli, and the most fitting time of all otbers for tbe giving
of tbe law of Christ, particularly astbe pious Jews from among
all tbe nations of the earth, whitber they had become scatter-
ed, wouM be .there-tbe disciples being assembled no doubt
in ~ bouse on mount Zion, to accord with the propbecy, whben
tbe Holy Spirit came down from beaven, "as the sound of a
rushing mighty wind "-tbe roar 'ofa hurrican-"  and. filled,
all the house where tbey ~ere sitting. And there appeared un.
to them cloven [forked] tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak with otber tongues, [in foreign languages,]
8s the spirit gave them utterance," etc. 1,'he apostle Peter,
acting under tbe special commission, given him by our Savior
on the c~asts of Cesarea Philippi and which we hav~ quoted,
addresses the immense audience drawn togetber by this mirac-
ulous display, these" signs and wonders and gifts of the Ho-
ly Spirit:"  and at the conclusion of his discourse, his hear-
era, "convicted. of sin" by the Spirit speaking tbrough
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him, pierced in the heart by the sharp, two-edged ".sword Of
the:word of God," in the language of/aith and in all the agony
of penitence. cry out,; "Men and brethen what ~hall we do?"
Now, when .Peter replied, "Repent,” he "preached repen-
tance," (reformation, as "repent" here means" reform,")
and wben he said, "and be baptized, everyone of you, in
thename of Jesus Christ, for [in order to] the remission of sins,"
he "'perached remission of sios in the name of Christ;" and
thus carried out the commission, and proclaimed the law of
pardon, which was~tobe for all the world, and for all future
time ~ As when our Savior was condemned to be crucified,
the people had said, *his blood be upon us and upon our chil-
dren,” and as he had convicted them of having put to death
their promised Messiah and the Son of God, he further said tI>
them, eeFor the promise is unto you and to '!lour children,

.and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God

8hall call."  As it was not necessary that the apostles should
fully understand themselves, all they said in reference to the
promises of God,aRd the predictions uttered by them, we think
Peter, as well as the other apostles, did not understand the
the expression, "and as many as afar off," tomean the Gen-
tiles, bUlthe eeall nations" of the commission in Matthew,
the" every creature" in ~hat of Mark; and the" afar off "
here,as having reference to the "dispersed among the heathen."
the scattered Jews among .all nations. Hence we find that
the disciples of Christ who were scattered abroad" wupon the
persecusion that arose about Stephen,” "went every where
preaching the word," but, eepreaching the word to none but
unto the Jews only."  And we find that Peter himself had to
be convicted by a miracle, before he could throw offhis Jewish
prejudices, and go to the Gentiles with the Gospel of Christ!
In conformity with the order of our Savior, (in Acts. i. 8,)
as we have already quoted, the Apostles and Evangelists con-
tinued preacbing in Jerusalem and in aHJudea, until the scat-
tenng of the disciples made by tbis persecusion-the  Apostlel]
8till remaining at Jerusalem-when SAMARIA. comes in for a
ihare in the blessings of the Gospel. This country being Jew-
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ish territory, that of the" ten lost t~ibes," carried away by
Shalmanezer,andseuled up again by a mixture of people of dif-
ferent nations, who had adopted ~heJewish law and religion;

could not bEAairly considered Gentiles,nor yet were they Jews,

and" the Jews. had no dealings with the Samaritans" be-
cause of theil' (Jeruile origin; but these Samaritans seemed to
have had a prefel'ance with the Lord oVlirall the other Gentiles,

on the above accounts; and to hare come in, before the king-
dom of heaven .wasopened to the Gentiles, after the Jews and
under the same authority.  Hence, as it was not necessary
that Peter sbould go and, opell the kingdom to them. or any
of the other Apostles, Philip, a noted EVRngelist, on whom
the hands of Apostles bad been laid,alld who no doubt was one
of tbe New Testament prophets, we find sp:>ken of by Paul,
(in Eph. ii. 20.ii, 5.iv. 11,and 1Cor. xii. 28,) as a part of
the foundation, j()intly. with the apostle, (Eph. ii. 20.) of the
Church or' Christ, went to them. Philip preached, and he
"preached  Christ unto them,” the Samaritans; apd confirmed

the word of God by miracles, so that they believed him and reo
ceived it; "And the people with one accord gave heed unto
those things which Philip spake, hearing and leeing the mira-
cleswhich he did: forunclean spirits crying with a loud voice
came out of many that were possessed with them: and many
taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed: and
there was great joy in that \lity." (Acts vii. 5-8.) Now
notice the result of his preaching an.dthe confirmation of the
word: "But when they believed Philip preaching the thing'!
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of JesUlt
Christ, they were baptized both men and wOTMn," but no children
or they would have been mentioned too! We learn here,
that the preaching of Christ includes the preaching of hapti,m

as well as repentance, confession, etc. Philip preached, no
doubt, what Peter preached on Pentecost,” baptism for re-
mission of sins," and every thing else necessary, In preaching
Christ.  And his preaching to the Samaritans, baptizing them
etc. was approbated by the Apostles, as being in accordanoe
with the commiB8ion ; as Peter and Jobn, two of the cbief ~
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the Apostles, came down from Jerusalem to lay their hands
on these Samaritan converts, that they might receive the Holy
Spirit, in his miraculous reception, and be empowered to work
miracles; ss this wss necessary to the first congregations of
Christ; and they were all working churches.,

We come now to the opening of the kingdom of Christ to
the Gentiles. We have seen that POlterbeing specially commis-
sioned by our Savior for this work, u'led olle of the e keys
of the kingdom'~ given him.by the Lord on the day of Pente-
cost, and opened it to the Jews; and now: we find him pent
for, to go from Joppa to Philipi. to the house of Cornelius
a Roman centurion, or captain of iihundred men, who on ac-
count it seems of his pious character, his prayerfulness, etc.
was sclected by the Lord to be, with his family the high-
ly honored recipients of this favor. Peter, as we have before
said, for t.hebenefit of the Jews as well, as himself no doubt,
had before he would go. to be convin~ed by a miracle, that
the Lord was going to receive the Gentiles into his kingdom,
on an equality with the Jewsand as entitled to ,thesame priv-
ileges, blessings, etc. But ss soon as thus convinced, he went
without hesitancy, at the command of the Spirit who spake to
him and told him to go, **nothing doubting,," as he had sent
the men for him. (It was a speaking, and eenot as dumb,"
sectaria n, Spirit that inspired the Apostlesof Christ!) And we
find him preaching there the very same things substantially,
that he did on the day of pentecost; and opening the king"
dom of Christ to the Gentiles as he did to the Jews. Instead
of commanding them to "repent and be baptized,every one of
them in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins ;" we
hear him saying to them, in reference to the Savior: " To him
give all the prophets witness, that through his name, whosoev-
er believeth on him, shall receive remission gf sins,” (Acts X.
43;) aOliare then informed, that "He commanded them to
be baptized in the name, of the Lord Jesus."  So they were
baptized in order to the remission of sins, as were those on
Pentecost.  But, says an objector, the spirit was poured out on
the~ as soon as they believed, aDd hefore they were baptized'!
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-and  what will you do with this, on your (our) theory of the
Teception of the Spirit after baptism?  True, admitted, but
'‘What of it? It was the miraculous effusion of the Spirit" For
they heard them speake with tongues, and magnify God-and

'not the Spirit as baptized believers now receive it. And the
‘design of God in it is evident: to convince the Jewish breth-
ren who came with Peter, as well as all others, of the deter-
mination of God to receive the Gentiles into the kingdom of
Christ, as the Jews had been. Hence when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, and was attacked about the matter, by eethem
that were of the circumcission,” we find bim 'narrating the
cirllumstances, and allying to them:  "Forasmuch  then a8
,God gave them the like gift as he did unto u." who believed
<on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that | could
withstand God;" and again: e And as | began to speak,
the Holy Spirit fellon them, ason us atthe boginning”-on  the
day of Pentecost. And we are told: "When they heard
these things they held their peace, and glorified God, saying,
" Then hath God 'also to the Gentiles gratlted repentance [refor-
mation] unto life." In these two cases-on Pentecost and at
the house of Cornelius-we have the baptism of the Holy Spir-
it; and the only two cases on record in the Bible. Let n.ose
who' now so loudly and strenuosly contend and pray for it,
show us the same evidences, the" speaking in new tongues,"
or languages they have never learned, the" cloven tongues as
offire sitting on them, etc. and we will then believethem, but
never until then '-We have now seen what was the commis-
sion our Savior gave his Apostles; and bow faithfully it waa
carried- out by them, in every particular; and bring this ar-
ticle to a close, with an apology for its length, 3s we could
Dot treat the subject as fully as we wished in Ebgrte{? col_n|1pass.

Near SCOTTSVIILMacoupin Co. Ill. May 14th, 1862.
a-a
Preachin~ was and is the special duty of Evangelists.  The
four Gospels and the Acts of the 'Apostles develope and ex-
emplify this.-A. Campbell.
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'IHE BOOK OF REVELATION.
No.8

I resume my notices of the book of Re~elation, the regular
"ries of which has been.interrupted by pressing engagements
-principally  'by the writing out of the Debate between bro.
Sweene}'and Mr. Logan,(Mr. L.'s speeches, as bro. S. wrote
out his own,) which being now done with, I hope to be able to'
go on with my regular series of articles, without interTuption
until completed. We finished our last, number with the sev-
enth Seal ; and now take up the Trumpets. These, as we
have previously remal'ked, were cotemporaneous with the viall
or Censers, and almost identical witb them-the  trumpet, the
ancient instrument)n :war, to summon men to battle, 89und a
retreat, etc. being used to denote the civil and military bellring
or aspect of events; while the vial or censer, the instrument
to burn iolceltSein, being used to denote the eCblesiastical or re-
ligious aspect of the'same events in this vision; and both co
temporaneous, toa great extent with the Seals.

THE VISSIONF THE TRUMP.B:TS.

" And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and
,to them were given seven trumpets' And another angel came
and stood at tb. altar, having agolden censer: and there was
given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the
prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before
the throne. And the smoke of the incense, which came wilh
the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the
angel'S hand. And the angel took the censer, and filled it
with fire off the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there,
were voices. and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earth-
quake."-Rev.  viii. 2-5

To understand aU this we must remark, that it isan illustra-
tion drawn from the Jewish Tabernacle worship. In this, the
Holy Place typified the Church of Christ, and the priests. who
officiated in it, typifud Christians, or the disciples of Christ,
who are spoken of in this book as eekings and pr;et, unto
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God," (i6. v. 10,) and" prlests of Godand of Christ," (xx.
6, )and eeas lively stones, [in -reference to the ttmple worship,]
built up a spiritual house, [the Church,.] an holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ,” and again, ., a chosen generation, " royal prie8thood,
an holy nation, a peculiar people, that ye should 8hOUJorth
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light." (I Pet. ii. 5, 9.) Before the Most Ho-
ly Place, representing heaven &ndthe throne of God, stood the
golden Altar, on which the priests offered incense, typifying
the offering of the prayers of Christians; and we can see from
that the allusion here, and the force of the illustration: The
fire used to burn the incense was not the common tire used in
burning fuel to warm and to wOI'kwith, but bad to be " sacred
tire" from the altar. The common fire was termed" strange
fire," in contradistinction to th'is sacred fire. And it was for
burning incense .with this common or "strange tire," that Na-
dab and Abihu, the:two sons of Aaron, (Lev.'" xch,) were de-
stroyed!  Hence the angel here took fire from the altar, to
bllrnthe inc.ense with.

We see here the great Importance of the prayers of Chris-
tians, and how acceptable to God tbey are! And we regret
to say, tbat j~dging from all we see and hear, ourbrethren art
greatly deficient here, more perhaps than in almost any thing
else where they are defective ! We have the right theory in
religion ; but, alM! we fear that tbere are but very jew of the
great mass of them, either male or female, who are the praying
people tbey ought to be I-and hence the coldness, the luke-
warmness, the want of real, genuine piety and devotion, that
we too generally witness wherever we go!  esWherein do .
excel" sectarians?

This account of the angel bere, seems to be a prelude to tb.
Vision' of the.Trumpets and Vials, and a very fitting one too,
as a part of this Vision w~ that of the Censer8, or Vials.
the" thunderings,” "lightenings,” and" -eartbquake," which
ensued, when the angel put the fire in his censer and" cast it
into the earth," show the gr.at effects and commotions that
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were to take place on earth I .As these were in cannectirm
with the prayers of the saints, they no doubt denote inflictionll'
on the world, In conBequece of these prayers. and on account
or the persecusions olthe saints, and treatmen.t by the wicked~
We arB commanded not to take vengeance on our persecutors
and enemies, as the Lord says: "Vengeance is mine, | will>
repay."  But, while we are commanded not to do this, and if
our enemies hunger to feed them" if they: thirst to give them
drink, etc. may we not, in praying to the Lord, as David did
in th~ Psalms, pray to him to take vengeance on them ?-at
least w:henwe are” persecuted for ri~hteousne8s' sake,"” or be-
cause we are flhristians and" live godly in Christ Jesus?"
We allude not to war here, or to tbe enemies of our country;
bu~to enemies who may thus perBecute us. We find tha~when
thefifth Seal was opened, tbe s(>uls of those who had been
" slain for the word of God and tOrthe testimony wbich: they
held," which John saw under the altar, “cried with a loud
voice, Sllying, How long, O'Lord, holy and true, dotH.thou
not judge and avenge our blood on them. that dwell on the
earth? "-which  was pTflying to the Lord to take venge&BCen
them!  But according to the doctrine of the "Bou,t sleep-
ers, there was nothing of this, as after they wel'S'slain"
there was, and will be nothing (}fthem untN the resurrection !
-But  tbis only by the way. .

Be all this as it may, in reference to prayer and praying"
we see the great imp()Ftance here ofpray~ to God, which is so.
mueh neglected: aad as we learn elsewhere, our prayers to,
be acceptable, must be opened to Him threugh Chri>lt~ must
be in faitho-according to his revealed will, or only for what
he has promised-and  we must be found keepingall his com-
mandments and engaged in doing ,the things which are pleas-
ing in his sight. J R H.

At Mr. TBOIIWH. CRouon's, Green Oc.lll. May 8tb,. 186~~,

To Enngelists only, after the Apostles, was the eommalld-
-.eat ghru, to,' Preach the word.-.A.  Oampbell.
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No man can cpme unto me, I'xcept the Father that sent me draw him,
and 1 will raise him up at the last day. John vi. 44.

We perceive from the foregoing, that if we are drawn to the
Son, it must be done by the power of the gospel. With this
agrees the quotation of the Savior from th'e prophets, John vi.
16: "And they shall be all taught of God. Every man
therefore that hath heard, and hath learnd of the Father, com-
eth unto me." From this we perceive there is a hearing of
the Father neces~ary in order to a drawing to his Son. To
this agrees the declaration of Paul, in his letter to the Ro-
mans, in the 10th chapter and from the Gth to the 14th verse
inclusive.  Some may ask what drawing there can be in this.
I an~wer, the most powerfnl that can be exerted on man as a
mpral agent; and, as such, God has addressed him in all his
communications to him. Ad Joshua says, xxiv. 14, 15:
"Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sinceritv and
in truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served
on the other side of the flood, and in Fgypt ; and serve Yye
the Lord. And ifit seem evil unto you to serve the Lord,choose
you this day whom y,)Uwill serve.”  Again, Paul to the Ro-
mans, vi. 16: "Know ye not, that to whom ye vyield your-
selves servants to obey, his servants ye are 10 whom ye obey;
-whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteous-
ness."  The gospel contains the most sublime and glorious
promises ever presented to man. The righteousness of God
by faith, is revealed init, in order to faith, as it is written:
"But,the just shall live by faith." We can easily see from
the foregoing, that the drawing used by the Father, is strictly
moral and that we must hear and learn in order to this draw-
ing; consequently the- d.octriDe. as taught in the quotatiG&,
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made in our former article, is a delusion; fo: infants being
incapable of hearing and learning of the Father, are not capa-
ble of being drawn to his Son in the sense of our text, and to
try to make it apply to them, is to wrest the holy scriptures.

But some may say then, that we would have infants, dying
in infancy, lost; to which we an&werno. Infants are not the
subjects of address in our text, but persons capable of hearing
and learning of the Father.  Permit me to state, once for all,
tbat no soul of man will ever be eternally condemned for Ad-
am's transgression; therefore. persons dying without violating
tbe law of God.or committing actual sin, will stand justified by
the obedience of Christ, as Paul teaches in Rom. v. 18.
" Therefore, as by the offence of one;judgment came upon
all men to condemnation; even so, by the righteousness of
one, the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life."
Just as many, as were condemned through Adam to deatb, will
bejustified to life through Christ.  Then, if we have not vio-
lated the law of God, or if our sins have been separated as
far from us as the east frorDthe west, we will live forever with
him. Infants not being capable of violating God's holy law,
will be raised to enjoy eternal life at his right hand.

We are drawn to Christ by love: "God s910ved us, that
he gave his only begotten S'In to die, that whosoever believes
in him, should not perish but have everlasting life." We are
creatures that can be powerfully influenced,by motive, And
a greater motive cannot be presentelh to us, than that presen-
ted in the gospel of Christ. Hele we behold the love of God
to us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.

In the gospel of Christ, we leam our duty to our Crea-~r,
and to each other; also, in tbe.gospel we behold the promises
of our Father tous: the first of which is the forgiveness of
our sins; the second is the Holy Spirit; the tbird is, bj a pa-
tient continuance in well-doing, if we seek for glory, honor and
immortality, we shall enjoy eternal life. O the glorious prom
ises of the gospel! Is there any power tbat the Fatber can ex-
ut onus, as we are, that can draw us equal to that exerted in
the gospel?  Here we are addressed as intelligent beings,
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and as beings capable ofbeing influenced by motive. as the son
says. Matthew xi. 28,-30: "Come unto me all ye that
labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.  Take my
yoke-upon you, and learn of me; for 1am meek and lowly
in heart, and you shall find rest unto' your souls. For my
yoke is easy and my burden is light."

In contemplation of all, this, what manner of persons ought
we to be, in ail holy conv~rsa~ion and godliness, 2Pt. iii. .11.
Could God do more for us than he has done? He gave his Son
to die for our sins, and raised him for our justification, that
we through his otripes might be healed. O the goodness of
our heavenly Father! whby should we not behold it, an be
drawn to bjs Son, that he might raise us up at the last day!

TOUR IN “ILLN'OIS.
NO. 1.

On Saturday, the 25th day of .Tan.we left Lindley, Grundy
Co. Mo. our home, for Paducah, Ky., intending' to make our
rout through the State of Illinois, by way of Carrollton | Green
00. and by Mr. THOSH .CROUCH'S(where we are now,) ana
then on partly by the Illinois Central Railroad, to Golconda,
or some point thereabouts, opposite 0 near Paducah; as |
had never been in the State of Illinois, except tbrough the'south-
western corner of it a few ye~rs ago, and wished to bave a
fair specimen of the great; rich and, thriving State of Illinois,
and to become acquainted with the brethren in it. And indeed
it richly deserves the name ;and is fast becoming the" Em-
pire State" of the Great West \

In company with my worthy and highly esteemed friend,
MI'. JAMESWINTERSf Lindely, whose many acts of kindness
to me | shall eve;rgreatfully remember, we came on to La-
clede, in Linn Co. Mo. on tbe Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad,
where we t09k the cars for Palmyra, Mo. Monday morning.
The ground was covered with snow, which had previously fall-
en; and the weather, though 1thad moderated, was cloudy,
damp, foggy, and gloomy enough!  The tedium of the trip
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W86relieved however a~ood deal, by some fresh St. LOIIi9.
newspapers of the morning, which we procured from the
newsboy on the cars.

About noon we passed Hudson, where we had to part with
my friend, Mr. WINTERa,who took the North Missouri Rail-
road for St. Louis, whither he was going; and in the evening
we arrived at Hannibal. A few minutes took us to the resi-
dence of bro. SUWARTthere, where we !itopped a few days, on
our trip to the country, when we first oame to Mo. in March,
1860; and where we spent a part of the time we were at
Palmyra, during this trip. Owing to a very much inflamed
I\nd sore foot, and an attact of illness, in oonjunction with the
VArybad weather, consisting of rain, sleet, etc. we remained
at Palmyra and in the vicinity some two weeks, spending some
(f the time at bro. LONGMIRE'Bospitable mansion Jind at our
t1'uly pious and devoked old bro. BRYAN'S(the father-inlaw of
bro. WII.LKES,) whose kindness tous io something needful and
more substantial than mere words, | shall ever greatfully re-
member.  May the Lord reward him for it, in this world and in
that to comet Could we meet with suoh brethren every where
we go, we should never want for any thing of this world's that
we need! It is said: " A friend in needis a friend indeed; "
Rodwe can say: . A brother friend in need is a brother in-
deed 1"~ We also, while at Palmyra,spent the most ofa day
with our venerable and talented brother, Eld. JACOBCREATH,
who resides there. whose name is so well known all over
tbe land, and" whose praise isin all the churohes." It was
a most agreeable time to ue, the day we spent with him and
his truly Christian Consort, sisto Creath; and we had a real

"Feast of reason and the 110w of soul,"
of theright kind, as it was of a relifliou& oharaoter. Bro.
Creath carried us back to eedays of auld lang syne "-to the
Jlarration of interesting soenes of his life and periods of his
ministry, in years long passed away. A poet says of old
times :-

< These good old hmes-all times when old are good-
The pres.entllre,QI' might be If ther wontd i)
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but we must dissent from the sentiment, as to the times now
-partioularly  at suoh places as Palmyra, Coroertainly
(, The times are greatly out of joint,"

-at least there, as well as at many other places! We great-
ly sympathized with bro. Creath, onaccount of the I!loretrials
to whioh he has been subjeoted, and the afBiction or distress
(\fmind, as well as of body, which he has bad to undergo in
his old age; and hope that when peace is restored to our- be-
loved cQuotry, he may yet have many years oC the s.1Dshine
of life, peacefulness and prosperity; and that the sun of his
life set unclouded, clear and witb the glorious light of immor-
tality, dawning on him Crom beyond tbe grave! May tbe
good Lord spare bis useful and venerable life for many yeartl
yet to come! The brethren should not neglect these old
eesoldiers of the cross: w who have had oo --the barnessof
the Gospel" for many long years, and" borne the brunt of
the battle;  who hve made so many saorifioes for the great-
est and best of all causes on earth; and been « spending and
spent” in it for nearly all their lives!  The brethren should,
esout of the abundance” which many of them have, see that
their wants are all bountifully supplied, which comparative-
ly alittie from each one would do; and they should do it vol-
untarily and unNolicited on their parts. They owe these old
PIONEERs in the cause a debt, which tbey can never repay, for
their many and various labors, privations, sacrifices; and suf-
ferings; as they bave toiled on for its success and the propaga-
tion of apostolic Christianity, through the heats of .summer
and tbe cold, and "nows, and rains 0C' winlel', for many long
years; and beenthe great instrumentalities, in the hands of
God, in spreading the light of truth and true religion over the
land: until we have seen the cau-se of Christ brought to the
present great 8tatU8, to wbich it, has arrived; and have seen
the disciples of Christ, in these United States of America, in-
crease, in a single generation, from a mere lumdful to about
half amillion of-members!  Let the brethrell, while they are
contributing of their means to sURtain our younger preacher I!l
and for otber purposes, pot forget these old so)diel'8, who with.
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tongiue snd pex have A6HHVeL 5o mueli-itFough they may,
some of thetn; Hecsime supsranmhsted, worn out, and unable
to toilany longer ! “Their :past ‘services ensitle thein and their
families to an staple support as long 88 they five. * If our Meth-
odisy friends: attend 16 the" wantd’ of - their ** superannuated
preachers,” as wo seo théy do, aid haves speeial-fund set apart
for their benefif, ‘shall we b ‘behindthem ih these  things ?
By no'means. Asiwe are’ ‘ahead of them inthe theory of
religion—in having the' triesysteni of the Gospel—let  us go
ahead of them'in these other matters aind things too ; and ok

be lagging behind them. here, as is too generally ‘the  case !

80" brethren, atir yourselves up, and be 1o longerso dilatory;
in these matters {—From what we could learn, bro. Creath’s
labors this year, will be' confinsd - pretty much to Palmyrs,
and :thé region of country there absits. ‘May the Lord con-
tinue to bless them, and to bless him and his family too 1-—
‘While at Palmyta, we delivered but one discourse, on’the
Lord’s day after our arrival, as the brethren had no mesetings
at night. Considering the times, and the badness of the westh-
er;walkeng being very slippery and constant danger of fulling,
down, from thaesleet, wo found the Lord’s-day meeting much
better attended than we anticipated- - Some members had fallen
off ; ahd one at least of whom' we heard, who had once’ been
among the most zealous, had become the most unconpromis:
Ing and bitterest énemy of'the Cliurch ! As the apostle Paul
said :. “ The Lord'reward bim dcéording to his deeds *’—which
He will most assuredly‘do |-—We" had intended leaving for
Hannibal on the next Biturday evening, 80 as to be there on
Lod’s dry, but owing to a delay of the cars, we did'not get oft
 uatil Monday: - So:we attended the Lord’s day ‘meeting, and
heard 4 most excellent Lecture from bro. CREATH, one of a series
of written Lectures he_was delivering on the Gospels, or
Testimonies of Matéhew, Mark, Luke and Johu—perhaps
to be Continued on through the New Testameat, or at least the
book of Acts—and which, when completed, will be well ' worth
publishing in a book. - Wil bro. Creath listen to' the stgges-
Lion,,snd.prepam them for-the press ? -« . J, R.H.
AtMr. Tromas H. Cnavaa’s, Green. Co. 1l May 9th ‘1862

i i o
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. TE QUESTION OF GOMMUNION.

mm wkom skall we partalce of tke Lord’ qu:per ?--or,
wlnom shall we perfmt to partake of L withus? - . .

Asthe subJectof comm,unlon, or the partakmg of the Lord’
Supper, is one which is-now engaging the attenuon of our
¢¢ Seribes,” and being: much discussed, in somq ¢ of our Bﬂl’lodl-

- cals, we have eoncluded to devote gopie attenthn to it; And
as bro. Franklin Justly remarked on the dlscussxon of the ** war
questmn," no sooner iga. su.bject started: ﬁ,mn a hundred. pens
are, sharpened and a hundred wrlters enter the lisls' _Al-
rea.dy there has no doubt been enough wntten on. this questlon
of commuion, in the present digcussion, to form 'y laxge vo]ume

. ‘—and yeot the tide of lnk continues fo flow. on a8 strongly a8
ever! It seems strange that a subject, on swhich . all
. that has been . written in the New 'I!eatament
would” not fill a half dozen pages, should ellclt so mrach
discussion : and then not seem any. nearer a sat.lsfactbry sol-
ution than at first | As to what we shall say ourself on it, it
will require no long. and labored . dissertations 1o~ embrace
it ; but & few . pages compartively will sutﬁce,. :

There are #wo questlons which, when decxded ought to set-
tle the whole matter : and these are : FArst, to whom does - the'
privilege of partaking of the Supper belong, acoordmg to the
teaching ef the New Testament, or who are the subJects of the
ordinance ?—and, second, how do they become such, or what
is the manner of their- becommg the. subjects of it.? These
two questions decided, and the issue .is settled whl]e there
are some incidental questions and arguments belongmgto u-,
which we will nouce, in the course of our dtsnusemn of it. "

1. As to these'to whom the Lord’s Supper belongs, or
who have the right and prmlege, nccordmg to the teaclung of
the New Testament, to partnke of it : asthere must be a certain
class of subpects' of. every religious ordinance, We ﬁnd then
thatit belongs excluslvely to the Church of Christ, or * Chris-
tisn Church”—to the members of that, who alone afe privi-
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'leged to patuke ofit; wlhle those ottsidé of that Church have
no right’ wﬁnte\ver to partake of -it, and ‘are consequently not
subjects of it; nor'Havé we any. stthority to invite them to do
80, OF any right to offer ft to them. This miy be termed  close
commumoﬁ," ‘and oondeqmed as guch ; but it is that of the
New Testaméni—as rebognized and pmctlzed by the 4postles
and the primlt.lve Christians';. and that-should be sufflcient for
us, 'Wo may be regarded 85 t00 exclusive and uncharitable
in holdmg such views; but t'hat matters nothing with us, so
they are Scﬂptural We would be just as eéxclusive and un-
charitable in refuamg to receive into the Church and fellow-
shipping those who have not been immersed ; but who among
us would think of domg this ?  That the Lord’s Bupper as an
ardmance blongs ‘to the Church, we learn first fromi ‘the Zype.

That the Jew1shTabernwle or rather the Holy Place of the

Tabernacle, typified the Church,—as the Most Holy place was
a type of Hgaven, and the Outer’ (‘ourt of the' alién world—
is, we beheve, generally sdmitted ; and also that the Table of
Shew Bread was a type of the Lord’s Table, or Supper. Now
a that bolonged to the Tabernacle, and was in it, 50 the anti-
type of the Shew Bread, the Lord’s Supper, belongs to the

Church of Christ, and is to be found nowhere but in that.

And a3 the Jewish pﬂem were the:only class of persons for
whom it was lawful to eat of thie Shew Bread, and they typified
Chnstmns,who are in oonsehquence called, *¢ kmgs and pnests
untp God,” and, “a Toysl priesthood ;** so Christiaus, or the
: dlamples of C'hrlst are the only class of persons who have the
nght and] anxlege of‘eatmg at thé Table of the Lord. A com-
mon Jew, who was not a priest, would bave had just as mueh
rlght to eat of the Shew Bread, * which it was lawful for none but
. the prmls to eat, a8 now for an “outsider” as to the Church,
whether alien or sectarian, to partake of the Lord’s Supper
We find also that the type was fully carried out in the awtitype
by the apostles ; as it was thoseand those only, of the first eon-
grogauon of Ohrtat, “the model church,” at ‘Jerusalem of
whom it is said': " * And fhey continuéd stedfastly in the a-
postlas, doctrine [teaching] and fellowship, [contribution,]
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and in breaking of bread, { the Lord’s Supper,] and in prayers.”
(Acts ii. 42] ‘Again, we have a reference to they Supper as
follows : “And upon the first day of the week, wlen the
disciples came together to break bread [to eat the Lord's Sup-
per,] Paul preached unto them, ready to depari on_the mor-
row ; and continued his speech until midnight”” (Aocte xx.7.)
Here we find again that it was the disciples of Christ, or Chris-
tians, who, and who alone, were the subjects of this ordin-
ance, and privileged to partake of it. And we aleo learn here,
that ¢¢ the first day of the week,” ‘Lord’s day, was the time at
whieh they were in the habit of assembling togesher for that
purpose ; and fu the preaching an example of the ¢ apostles,
teaching.”” Wealso find Paul speaking of its observance in the
Corinthian  ohurch, in correcting-thé perversions: of re-
ligion which had gotten into that congregation ; and their meet-.
ing together ; which show that these disciples had a regular or
stated time to attend to 1t, as at Troas, onevery Lord’s day.
Nor do we find any thing, in all the history of the Church; .in
Acts of Apostles, or in the Epistles, conflicting with what we
‘have been stating.- Our Savior, in -instituting the S8upper, to
which we find Paul alliding'in Corinthians,. in.commenting on
its design, gave it to hia disciples which shows it was 'to be
restricted to them,” with the solemn in junotion : * This do
in rememberancce of me ; for as often as ye eat of this bread,
[losf;] and drink of this cup, ye do shew forth- the. Lord's
death till he come.’ And it is moreover recorded im Church
history, that for the first three hundred, years after the days
of the apostles the disciples of Christ, whetber in city or conn-
try, were -in the habit of meeting together, on every Lord’s
day, to attend to-this ordinance, as well aa all the ordinances
of the Lord’s house, pertaining to the worship of, God..

2. Having shown, by arguments of the clearest and most
._eonclusive character that the Lord's Supper 1s an ordinance be
longing to the Church, of Christ, and to no other
body, or io those outside of that Church, and that the
members of that ‘are 'thé only persons who “have the
right and privilege of partaking of its emblefas, we ow pro-
ceed, in the second place; to show what it takes to constitute
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" a person s disciple bf: Christ,.a Christisn; of a member of his
. Chureh/- “Thig is’ something ‘of the greatest- importance, as up-
. o 1tde‘pends oty oectpying b state of favor, .acceptance, and
covénant relation drith-God ; ; the®njoy metit of remission-of sins,
the' reception of: the' ‘Holy Spirit, and the comforting and sanc-
tifying mfidences of. thatsSparxt ~and being placed in & sitwa-
tiew: for the- tm:lmg of: persons for -heaven, and. the formation
of that. rfm-acter, neeessary for entering the. ‘abodes of eternal
fshcfty. and- the enjoyment.of happiness and. glory in the man-
sionsof immomlity These conditions are : - 1. Faith in the
Liord Jesus Christ, ad the Messiah, Son of God, and Savior of
tha World ; 2. Repentauce, or Reformation; towards, God, in
a gbodly s&)n-ow for sin'and: turning aw&y from i it; 3 Confes-

of God.; and, 4. Bapmm in order to the . remission of #ins,
in' the name of Christ as: the authorify.; into.the name of the
Father, and of thie Son, and of the Holy Spirit, as the form-
wla ; and a butial in water and raisingout of it, as the action.
The individual: who complies with these - condltxons, becomes
a diseiple of Christ; ‘or* Christian, accordmg to the teaching
of the New Testameut and no ohe is at liberty to omit, or
#et adide uny one of these conditions, orto to substitute any
thing -else in- the place of them,: - Christian . :baptism being the
eoﬁmmmwdhzg aot, or the aet of disoipling, is asnecessary as any
of -them’; dnd just as much an indispensable condition of quali-
fication' for partaking of -the Lord's: Supper, s faith, or any
thl‘ng else reguired to become a disciple of Christ.

W tarnow ses who are'the ‘subjects of theordninace of the
Lotd's . Supper; and who, ‘and who alone, . are privileged,
snd ‘Have the xight to partake of it. It is such, and
and - such‘along;" whom: we are.. authonzed to - invite to
the Lo:d’st!ble, anddo whom to offer the emblems of the
the Bﬁppér and we' lnwe no’right to debar, or exclude any
siich, from 1t 1i'ig the' Lord's table, and not ours : ‘and-a]] his
trite, ganmue d;emples have : the right and the privilege of ac-
ces8 to:it.. 1t-ahould be restrieted. tosuch—those who, as pen-
itent believersam the Lord Fesus: Chris(, have confessed him
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with. the mouth before men ; and who have obeyed the gospel
from'the heart, by being buried with him in baptism, in order
torise and walk in newness of life. .. And I would add to this,
who also wear the name Clzmhan, as - their denominational
pame, to the exclusion of all party and sectarian names ; and
who belong to a denomination wearing the name Churchof
Clirist, or . Christian Chruch, tothe exclusion of all septarian
names. ~To these, and these alone,  should the emblems ‘be
oﬁ'ered » and. these, and these only, should be invited to . par-
take of them:. You maycall this ‘¢  close communion,”. ¢ no-
charitable,” ¢ exclusiveness,” or what you please but.itis cer-
tainly in accordanee with. the teaching of the. New Testament ;
and while we:have the authorlty of that, with precept and ex-
ample for what we say and do, we are regardless of’ the cen-
sures or dlaapprobahon of mapkind : . . . .~ e

- But, says one, does notjthe apostle aay « Lt 5 man exam-
sne himself, and 8o let him eat and so let him drink ?”’—aa.it is
the “ Lord’s table,), :an(kmt ours, have we any,r}g'hhw say who
shall partake,and who shall not ? to either invite,or exclude ?”
I am aware that the aposl,le uses this expresslon, but I contend
that he does not use it in this sense, in which it is so0. often
taken ; and consequently that it does not prophibit us from in-
viting to, -ov excluding from, the Lord’s table. . His remarka
here were elicited by the manner in which the. Corinthisns
were vbserving the.Supper, Instead of. partaking of it as &
commemorative institution—in reference-to its emblematival char-
acter, as represeuting the broken body and shed.blood of the
Lord Jesus Christ—ihey had perverted it to a feast of revelry.and
drunkness, like the. Pagan orgies in honor of Bachus, their god
of wine and.drunkenness ; ands¢is this that it wae the design
of the apostle to correct. . He tells them : . ** When ye come
together therefore into one place, this is not to eatthe Lord’s
Supper : for in eating -every oge taketh before other: .his own
Supper;: and one is hungry snd another is drunken.” The first
that came, w1thout waiting for all the congregation to agsemble,
eat all the bread and:drauk all the wine ; and the consequence
wag) that by drinking .to excess they were made drunk ; while
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there was nbthing left for the others who came afier them
Hence the apostle severely reproves them for such conduet :
““ What ?‘have ye not.houses to eat'and to drink in ? or de:
8pisé ye the church of God’and shame them that have not Fidd
Can you not eat and drink i in your own houses ? and not dese-
orate the liouse of God and put to shame those of your congrega-
tion who'have/none to eat and drink in—for it seems that such
was the ‘case with the. /poor ‘members : and as those who were
better off, seemed}tc. have furnished the bread. #nd: wine, they
eame firat, eat nnd drank it all up, and left nothmg for these
coming afterwards |

. Thé apostle then, after setting before them the institution
and design of -the Lord’s Supper, . says to them : - < Where«
fore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the
Lord unworthily, shall be guilty'of the body aad blood of the
Lord : **that is, whosoever of you shall make a bacchanalian
feast of it, and not partake of it as representing. the ctucified
body and shed blood of the Lord, will @vmmit an act, of a char-
acter similar to that of erucifying our Saviar and shedding
his'blood ! Then follows the expression : ¢ But let & man
examine himself, and go'let him eat of that bread, and drink
. of that cup ;”’ that is, Jet him examine himself, io reference to
thus perverting and abusing the institution ; aid eat and drink
ofithe emblems of the Supper as representing the body and blood
of the Lord—not thathe must nof et and drink of it, if he hap-
pens to feel bad, or fesl himeelf tobe an unworthy man and all
this’; ‘but he must eat and drink of it—it is a duty a great and
high privilege—and he will feel better and have his spiritual
heslth improved and his spiritual strenth renewed—if his life
and charscter are siich as they ought to be.
k. And then'thie apostle s’ys '« But he that eateth and drmk-
eth unworthlly. ‘eatotly and drinketh damnation - to himself,
not discerning the Lord’s body : ”* that i¢ he that thus makes
a drunken feast of it, as thess Corinthians were doing, eats and
drinks condemuation to himself ; not eating and - drinking in
remembrance of the Lord, or of these emblems as representing
hig body and‘ blood—thus: ¢ not discerning the Lord’s bolly.”
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Hence Paul tells “themm, that in consequence ol their thus
perverting the institation, * many are {spiritually} weak and
sickly among You, and many steep’’—have become spirit ually
dead'! The apostle then closes this part of his epxstle by eay-
ingto them : * *“ For if we would judge oursélves’—in refer-
en¢a to this matter as we ought—¢¢ we should not be judged "hy
others. But when we are [thus] judged, we are chastened
[corrected] of the Lord, that we should not be eondemned
with the world,” who will see the wickedness of such con-
duct and condemn us, and thus we will loseour * good report
of those that are without.”” * Wherefore,” continues the
apostle, *‘my brethren, when ye come together to eat [the
Lord’s Supper, ] tarry one for another*’—wait unnl you all
heet together, before you begin - to pariske of ‘it. ** And’if
any man Aunger, lof him eat and drink at ‘home”—and
not come to the house of the Lord to- satisfy his nppetlte—
‘¢ that ye come not together unto condemnation.”

Such is our understanding of the language of the 'apostle
here in referénce to partaking of the Lord’s SBupper. We have
seen who are the proper subjects of the ordinance ; and that
its place is in the house of the Lord. Itis the pnvnlege of

those in that, and of them alove, to' partake of it. It is" the
Kord's Table and the Lord's Supper ; and while we can in- -

vite the Lord’s people to partake of it—and we bave seen
whom they are—we have no right- to reject any who are re-
ally his;. or to deny it tothem. While all such have the right
to consider it their privilege,and themselves a8 invited ;- those
who are not, have no right or privilege to partake of it; and

of coarse eannot consider themselves.as among the invited.
And there 18 no danger of our eating and drinking condemna-

tion to ourselves, as did the -Corinthians, as we understand
the design of the instiiution too well for that As to the.dan-
ger of eating and drmkmg ““unworthily.” or **damnation
to ourselves,” there iy greater danger, as some writer justly
observes, of not eating and drigking at all l-—and "thus,’ by the
geglect of a positive cormmand and duty, of ineurring the con-
demnation of the Lord! 3 RH

Near Do Quorv, Perry, Co. Tir. June 10th; 1862. -
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. oeeAngss, The foregoing . is.substantially,our position upen
thig. question,. . . This,. has always been ..qur understanding of
the scriptures, as to whom the Rupper. belongs and who hasth e
* right to eat of it. . And we confess, it .was With no little sur-
priss, that -we moticed promingnt brethren take a different po-
sition., Btill we ape: satisfied. that the great mass of the breth-
Ten are & nuit upon this mafter, and that the final conclusion
to which all will ultimately «eome, will be that it-belongs pecu-
liarly to -the Lord’s people—to such as are his aceording to
the.gospel, those .who have complied with the Lequirements
of the Apostles, and that they, aud they-alone, have the right
. to eat of the Lord’s Supper.. s S

- We give our readers the following most excellont. and
appropog artiele from .the pen .of our venerable brother
Eip. Jacos Creats, which we copy from the 4. C. Review,
being the third no. of a series of artieles written by him on
this subject for that paper. .~ D, T. W.

. CHRISTIANS TAKING THE SUPPER WITH
.. UNABPTIZED PERSONS.

Buo. Enunxrtn—Dear Sir : God said to the Jews, * For

-« D0 uncircumeised person shall eat thereof (the passover),”

Exodus. xii. 48. If. their plainly expressed precedents (not
implied, but plainly and . positively - expressed precedents,)
are equal .to, precepts, ag my text and protestants say they are,
liow. many priesis have we eaying, - ¢ Thou shalt not take the
sypper with unbaptized persons ? 1f, as the pedobaptists
beligve, that baptism has eome in the room of eircumecison,
most -agsuredly. the latter Was 'prior to the, passover
ungder - the Mosiac dispensation. . Paul says, ¢ Christ our
passover 'waa sacrificed for us.”. Then .we have Moses and
all the Jews saying, no u nbaptized person shall take the sup-
er.  Then we have John the immerser, snd the Jews under his
ministry, saying, ‘o unbaptized person._ shall take the Supper.
Thirdly, we bave Christ in the commission to the twelve, say-
ing, no. usbapiized person ghall eat. the supper. .Fourihly,
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wo'hiave the tpostohc cong?redvauous and a1l the Arst C’fm's*ﬂﬂns
saying, mo unbaptized person shall eat the* supper. This is
testimony enough. This is the hinge and' the “pivotiof thé
controversy. ‘Let the advocates of unbaptized pérsotis’ taking
the supper, produce as much testimony as this for thefr *« tis-
taken brethren,” and we will sirrender the point. 1 have alwa.ys
régarded this cant unseriptural phrase, ¢ wé neithier invits no¢
reject them,”” as a mere trap to cateh pedobaptists. ‘Moses said
to the Jews of old ¢ You shall ot add to thé word which I
command you, neither shall you diminish from it,!that you may
obey the commandments of the Lord your' God.” "Deuter.
iv, 2.° Suppose Moses, in the case of the ~passover, and ‘all
other cases; liad allowed the uncircumeised - to partake of it,
and God had called him to an account for doing it, and he had
returned the same answet to God that we return ;  * We neith-
er invited them"to do'so, nor did we reject them ;** would not
God have said to Moses, ‘ Did I not deliver: my law to you ?
did I not charge you upon peril of your lives to obey it ? ‘were
you not the guardians‘and executioriers of that Jaw ? in'suffer
ing others to trample my authority under'their feet, are you
not a8 guilty as they ?”” If not to guard the divine precedents
~in-the New Testament, as the flaming sword did ‘the trée of
life, why was that awful malediction put at the énd of the sdc-
"red volume : ‘** He that adds to or takes from the"words of
this book, I will take away his part out of the book of hfe
and out of -the holy city.”” Rev. xxii. 18, 18-/

Isnot a neglect or a failure to execute any trust reposed in
us, a8 bad-as to disobey it; or add toit? The word and ordi-
nances-of Jesus Christ are a trust of a high and momentﬁouh
nature, and we have suceeeded ‘them, and if we fail to seé them
faithfully executed; we are as guilty as‘the violaters of them.
If the officers of-all hnman governments, who ate mtrusmd
with' the exécutlou of the laws, were to permlt them to be
trampled on with imipuaity, and when ealléd upon for a réason
for their conduct, wére to return' our answer—we neither in--
vited them to obey the laws, nor did  we hmdel‘ ‘themfrom
breaking the laws—how long would any govenmentiexist at this
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raje? Wounld not-ull ‘officers be- disfranchised or. ‘cashiered
snatanter # .. God says'to us, ¢* Be circomapeet 3o all things,
1 say to yow.”’ . 11 is & great thing to be a good and faithful
servant to our Master’s: juterests. If the pedobatists. do not
know. what baptism-.ig, or, what is their duty in the case, we
must live so that they cannot misunderstand ns. 'If they wish
1o enjoy our bleasing, they know where we live,; our doors
are open for them to enter as we did. .
+.I hope .that some advocate of free, or mixed, .or _promis-
cuous worship, will inform me from whence was this power
1o dispense with baptism before the. supper derived 2 - We
need a Jittle more light on that subject. /o gave this power 2
When, where, and to whom was it given ? If it is against all the
jprecedents of all dispensations, let it be stopped ferthwith.
Let us hear no- more ahout it. - . S
But, it is said, our pedobaptist brethren are ** mistaken about
baptism.”. ‘Well, why mistaken about baptism, and not
about the supper | - Why mistaken about baptism, and
not about ‘the Lord’s day? . Did the Jews  ever
mistake about any ordinance God gave them ? Why,
then, isbaptism. an anomally, a deviation from all other di-
vine institutiops, patriarchial, Jewish and Christian ? Is it
more obscurely given or revealed than all others? Is it less
importamt than all others ? Why, has there been more .said
and written‘and‘done-ag;ainst- it, and that by religionists, too,
than all other institutions in the. Bible ? = There must be s
reason for.all: this. - What.can that reasonbe? The reasons
for all this are the issuesinvolved, the matters connected with
it, the things that underlie this controversy. The issues-are
tbrege: * Is:immarsion, or pouring, or sprinkling, the act com-
manded to be done by, the Lord Messiah? Is Jerusalem the moth-
er of\n]l~'Christians‘md Christian congragations, or is Rome ?
Ts papacy. Christianity, -or must we look for. it on . the pages
of the New Testsment ? I the universsl congregation the
one church of Jesus Christ, or are all sects that one body ?
18 Jegus Ohrist, the one Head of this one body, or is the ‘Pope
that one head t. Are the. members of Christ’s Kingdom its
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true and legitimate officers or are those who have never-entgrd
it constintionally,its officers # Is the Bible alone our only rule
of faith and practice or ghe Bible, creeds, and traditions. "
‘These are some of the issues involved ‘in the one immersion
before the supper, and after faithand penitence. 1T freely con-
fes (hat as far a8 my own feelings are concerned; I could com-
mune with many pedobaptist. Butthen my feelings.are not the
ruleof my conduct. If we onee depart from, the ancient land
marks, where shall we atop?, Where shall we place.the bound:
ary lines. How many of -the pedobaptist shall we commune
with onsorall-of them ? With one sect or all sects 2 With the pro
testants or catholics ; or both ? Who is to be the judge of the
. pious or the impious ? If we commune with .one unbaptized
person, why not with all of them ?. - The principal is the same,
whether withone or ten thousand' unbaptized persons. If per-
sons can: enjoy vhe privilges of God's Kingdom without bap-
tism, ot many of them - will ever submit to baptism. The ad-
mission of unbaptized persons to the Lord’s table, is the most
effectual way to demolish the wall of immersion which God
has raised mound his kingdom. I feel confident that if I had
known that' mixed or.promischious communion was to be practis
ed by our people, Ishould never have cast my-destiny with then:.
If I bad now to choose betweem the baptists, with their close
communion, and all the ignorance and bigotry which is charg-
ed.upon them, and open or pedobaptist communion, I should
not long hesitate which to prefer.. At Bro. Campbell's own
house, in 1828, he and I fully discussed this snbjeet, and I
told him if he went into open communion, ke wou]d never
make much impression on the Baptist. He said he carried this
matter of communton further than “the Lord’s tab]e, for he
felt a delicacy in’praying with. unbaptized persons, saymg ‘o€
in prayer, when he did notknow whether they joined in- the

prayer or not. " Yours, truly,
- JACOB. CREATH

Man was made to gorify. God. and ’venqu bim forever.

f ,.’."
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~ROSPECTS FOR THE CAUEE OF CHRIST IN
ILLINOIS.

Young Preachers that are coming on.

DEARBROWRIGHT.-While our old preachers are wearing
out and dropping into the grave, "the appointed house for'
all the living," it is grlltifying to know that we have here a
host of young preacbers coming on, of the most promising
character. | have already spoken of bro. JOHNS. SWEENEY
of Winchester, Scott Co. as one of them: and, for his age,
one possessing the greatest debating and preaching abili-
ties, | have ever met witb.-'Bro. J. H HEADINGTON{ Moro,
I1l. whose Mme occasionally appears asa writer in the Pioneer,
is another young preacher of .fine promise, and who is heart
and soul in the cause.-Of  Bro. BEIIN.B. Tyler, of Litch-
field, Ill. 1 have already spoken, in an account of his great
success at Sulphur spring, Macoupin Co. as one of our most
efficient young preachers.-At ~ Shaw's Point, Macoupin Co.
met with bro. John C. TULLYanother one of our young prellch-
ers, and one of great promise; as | heard him deliver a dis-
course there, that wolud do credit to many of our older
preachers.-While  in that region of country | also heard of
ayoung bro. GOODEwho has just commenced preaching; and
heard that one of the brethren who heard him, slh\id that his
effort would be creditable to bro. Campbell himself!  He is
said t~ be very eloquent and promising.-In  these young
brethren besides others coming on, in other parts of the State
we have a host of young preachers, who promise to do much
for the cause, Let the brethren encourage and sustain them;
and there is no telling the vast amount of good, that may be
effected by them. May the Lord preserve them from the ev-
ils and temptations of the world, and keep them unto, his
heavenly kingdom! J. R. H

Punishment or torment was not made for man, but for the,
Devil and his angels, and man receives it by being like them.
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For the Christian Pio~eel'.
THE NECESSITY OF A HEALTHY BODY.

BreTBBEN HOwarD & W.RIGHT: | wish to call the atten-
tion of the brotherhood at least, to a subject that undoubtedly-
claims the serious consideration of all who claim to be walk-
ing in light, when we consider the carelessness that men and
woman manifest with referenc!3to the subject, we hardly kno.
how to approach it, in that way that would secure the greatest
attention.  But our carelessness with reference to things does
not in the least, lesson the obligations that are resting upon
us. We will come to the subject at once, and say it is the neces-
sity of a healthy body. Now this may look like a trifiingmat-
ter, to be put upon your invaluble pages. This | admit when
| consider the humble source from whence it comes. But |
have some-hope that my feeble effort may arouse some noble
pen to action. There are agreat many things that are required
of the christian that never can be performed without a healthy
body « We need not expected a close observance of these things,
unless we bring to bear upon the minds of persons, the im-
portance of such observance.  The probability is, that some
one tliat never thought of these things may ask: <'WGy
may | not be as good a christian as any body, though | may
have rheumatism, dispepsy, sick head ache or drowsinesa 1"
and flo on. | answer that such a person is fit for nothing but
the chimney corner;  We conslder it impossible for any perSOB
to be apractical christian, and set in the corner, or some simi-
lar place all the time. It &hould be Olle great aim of men
and women to secure a healty body, and to retain the same
when once obtained. For when we become invalids we are de-
prived of performing thousands of thingg without which we
cannot be christians;  How often do we hear the puny broth-
er or sister ll&y,*s1 cannot go to night and watch by the bed-
side of my afflicted neighbor."  Now, my brother or sister,
why is it, you feel ,so bad that you cannot do those many
good deeds, which none but healthy bodies can perform ?
e« Why, | must confess that it ie owing to my intemperance gen-
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eraDy." Baysone,'| went out one morning at 4 o'clock alld
worked hard tillS in the eveniog, at which time | was nearly
exhausted. | went home very hungry, ana sat down to ee
sumptuous dinner and ate as long as it &&steg~d, and | have
Dotseen a well day since. | am no satisfaction to myself or any
body else. When | take my Bible and sit down to read, | can-
not read for sleeping; if | go to meeting, | cannot give atten-
tion to the preaching, for when | am not a sleep or nodding,

I am suffering so with pains, that | cannot give attention."
Now | would ask the serious: question, Is there not a time.
coming, when we will have to give an account ~orthe way ~n,
which we eat; especially if it be ina way that will render us.
useless in doing good?

We not only commit sin, in laboring until oar frail bodieit'
have become unfit for the discharge of those grand and impor-
tant duties which are incumbent. upJn the christian, but when
we have obtained the goods of this world, we lavish them out
upon our own bodies or to satiate our depraved appetites, while
our poor neighbors are Buffering for help-O  yes, when,
they would be proud of even the crumbs that faU from our'
table I How many ()f our bretbren are there, that would
shudder at the thought ()f suicide, who are every day com-
mitting the very thing they so much abhor!  Christian reader,
| ask you to look at the matter closely and see if you cannot
make some important amendments; see if you cannot leave
off some of your filthy and worse than useless habits :. such as
chewing tobacco, drinking whiskey, eating fat po~k to e~cess,
and doing uncalled for labor, all of which tend to enfeeble the
most healthy bodies and debase the strongest minds.  Chris-
tian brother and sister, can wehe christians in the fuU sense10f
the term, and continue in those habits?

Beloved brethren, let us try to spend our lives in such away,
that when we see that we have to yield to the stern demand
of death-that  when we mus.t bid adieu to time and oppor-
tunities to serve the Lord in this life-4hat when our
vission becoming dim by the shadow of death. that we
may look back upon a life well spent in the service oithe great
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~udge, before whom we must shortly stand. In view of these
truths, let us work while it is called to day. le we do not
make very important amendments, our last setting sun will go
dowJ:!in the fogs and mists. of remorse, that will have a ten-
d~uoy, more or less to make our departure yeluctant. We may
dread the consequence after death, if we do not live ,more:in ac-
cordance with the laws of heaven. There is nothing more
required to make our last moments cheerful and bright, in the
prospect of a happy immo'rtality beyond the tomb, than to be
conscious that we have lived a righteous life. Well, let us
inquire what it is to live a righteous life. Is it not to be tem-
perate inall things an,d tofaithrully observe all the command-
ments of the Lord. We would say without the least fear of
successful contradiction, that it should be the object of every
one tbat fears the Lord, to keep his or her .eyes open to the
item of eetemperance in all t.hingllallowable."  Now we know
that a great many make this qoutation (be temperate in all

things,] to uphold them in the shameful habit of tipling. May
Heaven shield those wbo have submitted tothe mild Sceptre
of Immanuel, from any sucb silly arguments.  Such an ap-
plication would bring us under obligations to participate in all
tbe vices of the day; such as swearing, fighting, gambling,
horse-racmg, whiskey drinking, chewing and smokin~ tobac-

co, all of which we as chrietians should ToraLLy abstam from.
LA.CON.

REMARKS: We think bro Lacon says more than he means,
when he says, eeFor when we become invalids we are de-
prived of doing ihousands of things without which we cannot
be christians."  Surely he does not intend us to understand him
aSc~tting'off and excluding from christianity all invalids, the
sick, the lame, the halt and the blind-the afflicted generally,
who shared so largley the blessings and personal attention of
the Savior while he was onearth. He gave no intimation what-
ever, nor did any prophet, apostle or evangelist in all the
liviug oracles, that such characters were debarred the priv-
ilege of becomiug christians, and consequently the blessings
of the gospel. D. T. w.
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A TRIPTOILLntois.

Bao. WRIGHT., | have just returned home after an absence
of nwly two months. which will account for my seeming
neglect in respondhrg to your letters. | visited a Dumber .I
congregations. and the success of the truth far exceeded my
most sanguine expectations. | will not trouble you. or your
res ders. with anything like esnotes ona tour." but lam promt-
ed to give a few items.

After spending a month in :Missouri, | took the ears for
fibarleston, Il .+ at which place, by invitation from the breth-
'ren. | was to hold a meeting. Before reaching Charleston. |
was stopped at :Mattoon, the Semi-Annual Missionary :Meeting
being in session at that time and place. | here met with a Dum-
ber of brethren with whom ~was, acquainted, among whom
were brethren Jones; the able and venerable President of
the meeting; Housten, the indefatigabl& Cor. See.; Craig.
Ed. Bible Advocate; Professors Butler and Allen; Sweeney;
Humphrey, et al. | also.formed the acquaintance of many
other brethren of lllinois and neighboring States, among whom
was Eld. Butler K. Smith, eewhose praise is in all the chllrch-
e8," and whose labors oflove are almost co-exteniive with the
Reformation.-l  enjoyed myself finely at thil meeting during'
my short stay. While with those dear brethren, onefeeli ngwas
prominent with me, and that was, eetruly it is good to be here.'
I willgyou could have been ther~ bro. W~ight ; it would have
reminded you of the good old times we use to have in our once
happy and prosperous Missouri. The cordial embrace, the
shaking of hands, the falling of tears, the out-gushing of over-,
flowing hearts, with the soul stirring hymn.

" Jerusalem my happy home,
0 bow 1 lon~ for thee,"
elevated my thoughts far above the eedin of war and clash
.of arms."  The cause of our Mastel' is flourishing in IUi-
, nois '; it could Dotbe otherwise when in the hands of such able
and devoted preachers as Jones, Sweeney, Craig. Butler. Al-
len, Housten. Cox.and a host of others. old and young. who
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are battling with untiring energy .for.the adv~nceJD,nt of the
Redeemer's Kingdom. . .

This Missionary Society is a great auxiliary to the cause ;
much good has been accomplished through its instrumentality,
and the prospects for more extended usefulness are brightning.
I was very much pleased with the" boys." and the reports
of their labors. Among these' boys' are brethren Sims, Mon-
ser, Headington, Tyler and Conner, young preachers of about
a year's growth, and though efficient now, they give much
p~oroiseof future usefulness in the vinyard of the Lord. May
the Lord watch over them, and may they Qontinueto prove a
blessing to the church and to the world.

I was with the good brethren of Charleston ~ne week,
and though we had but few additions, | trust my labor was
Dot in)ain,and that the bread apparently cast upon the waters,
may be seen in days to come. Bro. S. C. Humphley, an es-
teemed friend and old clas.s-m!'te of mine, preaches for this
congregation. | shall not soon forget the kindneslil of my Illi-
nois brethren, and pray God that no root of bitterness may
ever spring up among them to mar the present zeal, fraternal
feeling and prosperity.  Brethren, pray foryour less fortunate
brethren of Mis!lOuti-thaL they may ride the waves in saf-
ty: that the storm may soon abate, and our congregations
again, as in by-gone daAsbecome vocal with the pralses of God.

B. H. SMITH -

«ONE OF THE MEN'S" RESPONSE TO "MISSOURI,™

BRO. HOWARD: My attention was calle<i.to day, to an ar-
ticle in your paper signed "Missouri,”  calling for the signa-
ture of " One of the Men," who sometime last year ap,peard
on your pages. The ostensible object of "Missouri ' is to
eorrect some alledged misconception of the ,tatu, of some of
the brethren named by me in my reply to the" Pioneer Vindi-
cated." If" Missouri" can point to any mistake made by
me in my peice, | will correct it -with great pleasure. My
object was to correct a mistake and not make one. .

" ONE OF THE :MEN,"

lune 8th. 186!.
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DONT WANT TO BE COVNINCED.

There bas nothin~ truer ever been uttered, and nothing
more in accordance with corrupt human na~ure, than th,
couplet we frequently see and hear quoted:

" Convince a man agamst his will,

And he'll be of the same opinion still."
A sectarian lady whom we were once endeavoring to convince
of the truth of God's word, in reference to the Cbristian plan
of salvation, replied to us: "'l dont want to be convinced.”
W. believed it, gave up her case as a:hopeless one. and left her
and let her alone. There are a good many others in tbe same
condition. They have sucked in the error of sectarianism
with their mother's milk-it has .

"Grown with their growth and stren~thened with their strengtb.n

until they have become" dyed in the wool through and through"
with sectarian principles and errors. We lately heard a sec-
'tarian gentleman say, when pressed to read one of our period-
icals, that his principles were fixed; that he expected to live
pd die where he was. 'From his manner and tone we have
no doubt of the latter, for we think he is too full of prejudice
for the truth to get any access to his mind.. If he had really ex
.mined ours,as he said he had,and rejected them,he must have
read the Bible with his sectarian spectacles on, and seen it
tlirough them, when of course it would be colored by them-
just asevery thing seen through blue glasses looks blue. and
through green glASses, appears green, and soon ; and he must
have seen our principles through untrue glasses. that distorted
them, as we see objects sometimes through untrue or wrinkled
window glass.

Paul has given the fate of all such persons. who shut their
eyes against the truth, and are determined n,otto be convinced.
Speaking of the" man of sin," the first source of nearly all
the errors of sectarianism, he says : " whose coming is after
the worl\ing of satan with all power and signs and lying won-
ders, and with all deceivable ness of unrighteousness in them
that perish; because they received not the love of the TruTs



MARK AND AVOID THEY.

tlla\ they might be saved. And fo.r this Cafm God shall Bend-
them 8trong perusion, that they should believ, a Lie: that they
all might be pamneo who believed not the Trerte but bad pleasure
in I1nrighteousnes6.”  Tht will be the fate of all who willfully
shut their eyes against the truth.  es Unrighteouaness " means
that which is not right, not true; and Paul says, in an other
place, that « all unrighteousnes is sIN;* and we know that
~.the ",.ages of sin is deatk,” the second death, in contradistino-
tion to what he further says in the same context, that" the
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."
" Oh, what eternal horrors han~ \
Aroond that second death | "
Error always bas been, is, and ever will be injurious to him
. who bolds it: and of all error, religiou8 is tbe worst and most
enslaving!  On the other hand, the tendency of truth is to
make free.

" He is the freeman whom the trutb makes hE'e,
And all are slaYesbesides; "

while,
" Error ttDi6t, and writhu in pain,
And pies amid ber worshippers.'

0000
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Now | beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divis-
ions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learntld
and avoid tbem."  Such is the language of Paul to the Roman
Christians;  and it holds equally well now, and is as binding
on us. He had reference to professing Chxistians of whom we
have but too many examples in our own day. It hoids in refer-
ence to all who are the cause of divi88ions and offence8' among
the brethren, it matters Dotin what way, whether by forsak-
ing the Lord's house and table; making use of language and
pursing a course of conduct produc..tlveof theee things; stjr-
ring up strife; disturbing the peace and harmony and' uoion
of the church; or in whatever way ~hey may ~ the OCoaaiOD
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of these things; weare to mark them, and avoid them. W.
are to have nothing to do with them : for such is the import
of his language: as contact with them may be contaminat-
ing or injurioll8. He beseeches us to do it. Mark and avoid
them 1 H.
e.e
QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

1. Suppose aman comes into our community, where we have
a congregation meeting regularly for worship, and tells us he
belongs to the church, and ~eets with us a few times, but
never shows us any leUer of commendation, any good works,
or any thing of the kind) but;finally becomes altogether indiffer-
ent about coming to meeting, and says harg. things about some
of the members of the congregation : such as, " | have no
use for them." "I will not hear them preach any more~" etc,

2. Suppose a congregation is organized and goes on smooth.
ly for many years; but, in course of time, some become so en-
grossed in politics that they will not meet with those of diff-
erent political views, and participate with them in the ordin-
ances of the Lord's house. Now wJlatare the duties of elders
in the aforesaid supposed cases? We have no doubt but
that correct answers to similar questions will be thankfully
received by agreat many brethren. J. G

ANSWERS.

1. Treat him as an alien and a foreigner, until he can show-
evidence to the contrary.  Strangers should not be admitted
to the fellowship of the congregation, till they exhibit sat-
isfactory evidence that they are disciples. This ought not
to be overlooked.

t. One of the remarkable peculiarties of the Christian
religion, is: its perfect freedom and independence of all polit-
ical questioDs. Its character in this respect, is 1ui gensria,
and is ODe of the evidences of its divine authenticity. It
is adapted to all countries, tribes and people, without in-
terfering in the least,- with their respective governments,
howner widely they may differ amODgthemselves, and from
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one another.  They are all purely of this world, and belong to-
it, while Ohristianity isnot of this worla, and does not belong
to it. "Aman can be a christian, and a faithf~t and loyal 8ub~
ject of any or all of these governments.  :Menmay lawfully dif-
fer in t,heirchoice of government-and  do differ honestly and
in good faith, hence the diverSity of human governments.
But the Christian, under whatever government he may be, i8
to be 8ubject to the powers that be, [the law of the land] for
iuch is the will of God concerning him.

Ohristianity enjoins no particular form of government uPon its
8uojects aeide from that of Christ's, which is not of this world.
Hence in reading the New Testament, we are struck with ita
profound silence as to all political issues. If the world
had been at peace, and all human governments moving in per-
fect unison and harmony together, the inspired writers could
not have been more silent in this res'pect than they are, while
every one at all conversant with the history of those times,
knows that the most intense political excitement prevailed in
Dearlyevery country where the disciples lived,during the wri-
ting of tije Christian Scriptures.  Yet in what congrega-'
tion do we read of a political trouble, differentlze, or coldness
among the members?  Where do we read in the living oracles
of thll New Testament, difficulties like these presented by our
brother?  Such things belong to the world, and may be
ranked among the works of the t}.esh. It is lamentable that t
should get into the church, and we advise in such cases, great
forbearance, much christian kindness and courtesy-Get  back
to the primitive practice under the apostles and these, troubles
win disappear. Brethren, these are days of trial and great
tribulation:  happy are they who keep themselves pure, and
ar. counted worthy to survive and enjoy bettel' times.

D. T. W.

CORRES.P ONDENCE.

DUB Bao. Howasp: Though we live amongst a great manl
who a,ppearto be thirsting for the warm blood from the bound-
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ing heart of their fellows, we feel firm in the belief that Ohris-
tians are under no obligations to indulge in such. But on tb.
other hand.to Ifefound frequently prostrate before God in pray-
er to him for protection. Much esteemed bros., speak loud for
the cause; but need I say speak loud? when |1 have such
~d reasons to believe that you are doing all that is in your
power. Bro. Howard, 1am but aboy in years. when compared
with yourself, and I'am but a boy in the cause too, and far leBs
than a boy in understanding.  But 1 'have some disposition to
Jearn and be useful while 1 stay upon tbe earth.

Bros. H. & W. you shall have our best wishes and feebl.
prayers that you may be sustained by the comforts and pre-
OiOll$romises of the gospel,and that you may be made a very
great blessing to sinful men and women. We bid you fare-
well for the present, with the hope, if we never meet on earth.
that we may meet upon the pleasant walks of that sparkling
city, whose maker and builder is God. O happy day. O glg-
rious hope, my soul rejoices at the thought, that when W,
reach that happy place, we will not only see a world of spiril9
bright, but we willsee God who madeall things, and His once
humbled but now highly exalted Son, that was bruisell and
mangled for us. Amen and Amen.

LACON.

I;Ir Thanks to our young and zealous bro. Lacon for tb.

bscribers and money he ~nt us with the above, ss well as
(or the good words of encouragement he gives us.

D. T. W.

LETTERROMELD.s, w. LEONARD
CENTRALIA. June 18. 18U.

ELDERD. T. WRIGHT-Dear Sir and BrQtfur: | receiv-
ed YOlIrkind letter accompanied by the several numbers of
your very interesting- and edif.ying periodical. ~ Please accept
our hearty thanks (or the valuble present. | and my family
conRidered ourselves most happy in being honored by a visit
from our long and dearly beloved Bro. J. R. Howard. We had
perued his writings with pleasure and profit often in years,gone
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'by, but had never expected to see him on this slde of that rit-
.r which he ,.nd I will have to cross ere long. It is truly re-
freshing at any time to meet that noblest specimen O humanity.
c. a christian gentleman, o but to meet with him, who for long
years h~s been indeared tous by tbe humility, fortitude, 10Te
and zeal that breathed in all his writingl;l, was a8 delightful as
it was unexpected. We hope he will call again and often.
May the good Lord bless our dear brother, and may his last
days be his best days.

We have a good church house io Ceotralla a congregation of
some bO members; and, through the labors of brethren D. D.
Miller and S. R. Paynter, some church difficulties have been
happily and scripturally settled, aod some valuable accessions
'made to the church.  We have 5 congregations in the county.
and are co-operating in evangelicalefl'ofls.  We most cordially
invite our brethren who travel this way to call on us. | shall
take pleasure in complying with your flattering request, wben
ever | bave any thing of importalice to write about

In the" ONE HOPE."
-So W. LEONARD.
1=l
PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL

pus BRO.WRIGHT-During  t8st month bro. BENJIIIB
TYLER,of Litch.field, Montogomery Co. Ill. held a meetilJg
of some two weeks, at Sulphur Spring Church, in the south
easter.! part of Macoupin Co. which resulted in some Biztyor
,.evenly addition to the cause, immersed, reclaimed, etc. and
Borne from the sects.  This is great success for the times-in-
deed extraordinary, under all the circumstances, as it was at
a most busy season of the year. Bro. TYLERS a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed-a young preacher of great prom-
ise, and agood Christian and most excellent man, as | am per-
sonally acquainted with him. He is employed by a co-oper-
ation, and is constantly in the field; and ueserves to be kept
tllere, and well sustained. ~ He was preaching at Nilwood, in
Macoupin Co. 'as we came on to Litchfield-strongly  seotal'ia.
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and one of the hardest kind of places to operate at, and had full

houses all the time. | learn since. that he had three additions
there, all I think from the Methodist; eeHonor to whom hon-
oris due." JNO. R. HOWARD. '

Near Du QUOINPerry Co. ILL.June 12th 1862.

BEWTB»BRO.WRIGHT: We had a very interesting meet-
ing In this pl~ce embracing the 4th Lord's day in May.
Much good seed was sown and a good impression made. |
think much good will be the result; 2 were immersed, 2 uni-
ted from the Baptists, and 4 united who had previously been
immersed. Bro. Hartly did the preaching. Yesterday | had a
a meeting 4 miles south of this-one young lady made the good
confession and was immersed.

Your brother in Christ.
R. GARRIOTT.

Albia, Monroe Co. lowa, June Il, 1862.

DEARBRO.WRIGHT. The cause in some localities in this
region is languishing, while in others, all is alive. | was at
a very interesting meeting, commencing on Friday before the
2nd Lord's day in this month, near Eld. Levi Wright's, in Da-
vis Co., lowa, and conducted by bro. Buchanan of South-
west Mo.,who is ea workm"an that needeth not tobe ashamed."
On Monday the sight was most interesting-10  young: ladies,
all very yopng, put on the Lord in Bap~ism.

J. STEWART.

CIUITERVILLBWa, June 21, ~862.

EDITOREHRISTIARIONUR-.Dear  Brethren: | write yOlIl
i~ order to give you some items for the information of our dear
brethren to whom your valuable paper is sent, to cheer their
hearts in these days of trials and troubles.  The little congre-
gation with whom | have an humble standing at EIm Point,
Putman county, Mo., has stood firm a~d su&taineditself nobly,
as ~ the cong~egation at Daily's grove also, during the heav>:
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sterm that bas distracted our once bappy Country. We be.s.e
kept up 'our meetings regularly with a growing interest.
Within the last twelve months there have been some fifteen
or twenty additions to the two congregations. But our
numbers have been reduced by granting twenty-three let-
ters of commendation to brethrep and sisters tnat are now on
their journey to the Far West across the Rocky mountains.
We had a meeting commencing Saturday at 2 O'clock p. 11,
before the first Lord's day in this month, at Terre Haute, Put-
nam Co., and c~>ntinuingover Lord's day. Our highly esteem-
ed bro. M. Peterson preached for us, and notwithstanding it
rained nearly all day, the audience:was large and attentive, and
,'the people highly pleased, and | think a good impretlsion wss
left on the minds of all that listened to our brother. One
amiable young lady confessed her faith in the son of God;
and | feel.confident;- that had the meeting continued a few
days, many more would have made the good c,onfession. On
Monday, Bro. Peterson paid us a short visit at our residence,
in, order to convey myself and old lady to his residence;
and at 4 o'clock in the evening of the slLmeday, at a school
house on Barber Creek, seven miles west of my residence, bro.
Peterson again preached ashort but most convincing discourse,
at the close of which,_a young: man who had just returned from
the service of his Country, came forward and made the good
confession, and he and the young lady that came out the day
before, were both buried with their Lord in Christian bap-
tism. From there we were brought to the pleasant residence
of our very kind brother, Eld. M. Peterson, in Grundy coun-
ty, and about eight miles north[of Lindley. On Fridayeve-
ning we commenced a meeting &tthe school house near broth-
er Peterson's which continuetl til) Wednesday evening; three
confessed and were baptired. The meeting was well attend-
ed by respectable and well-behaved citizens. We return
our greatful and heartfelt thanks to our christian brethren and
sisters, as also to many friends for their kindnesl to myself
,and companion, and for the acoeptable presents they made
us. Before | close, | wish to make an appeal to the brethreu
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in behalf of the glorious:cau8e in which weare engaged :

Dear brethren, let me exhort you, and urge upon you, to
nert youlselves to pash forward the blessed cause' of out
deal Redeemer In these ends of the earth, for truly can we
say, "The harvest is great, but the laborers are few." 0
Look at the scape of country in North Missolui with scarcely
anyone to preach to the people the uusearchable. riches of
Christ. ,Untie the hands of those in your midst who can
labor, and let them go to work in the Masters's cause. And
I would also remind you, thal the cHrisTian  PIOKEEIIis doing
much for the cause. Brethren, lend a helping hand and le,tus
give ita wide ‘circulation; it will greatly aid us in building
up the cause. 1 would earnAstly appeal to the brethren abroad
to aid us in sustaining the Pioneer.

Brethren, shall we have a meeting for co-operating in thiee
great work, that we may make a united effort for the build-
ing up of the Master's cause? Who will respond? let us
make an effort.  Will not some congregatation that has a suit-
able house, respond?  Dear brethren, the Lord has left us an
important work to accomplish; come, let us meet the exegen-
cis of the case. Do you say we must wait till our political
troubles are done. :No, brethren, now is the time towork, the
people want to hear. Shall we not give them the bread or
ete.rnallife before they starve. Have you not yet seen.the dire-
influence that grows out oftbis thing of waiting until to-mor-
row to do what ought to be done to-day. Look around you
and see the weak brethren perishing for the sincere:milk of the
word; and listen also to the Macedonian ery, coming up all
over the land; " comeal)dpreach." " Why dont you come."
The preachers are bound to respond tc>these calls, that they
nave not the time to spare (rom their secular labors-times ar6'
so hard that they cannot a'fford to hire hands to do their
'‘Work, that they may devote more of their time to the ministry
of the word. Now if all would help a little, the work could,
and 'Wouldgo on ; what 'say you brethren? come respond,;

foltnot wait one for another, let each respond nobely for him-
ell.
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Believe me, dear brethren, to be your aged brother, and
fellow laborer in the Lord'
. D. W. ELLEDGE.
ST. JOD, Putnam Co., Mo., June 13, 186!l
AR,
BETHANY COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE.

We call the attention of the friends of education, particular-
ly in North-western Missouri and South-western lowa, to the
BETHANYOLLEGIATSSTITUTHgcated at Bethany Harriso.
Co. Mo. under the superintendence of our estimable and able
bro. Eld. W. D. Stewart, an advertisement of which will be
found on the Ctlverof this no. of the Pioneer, There were
betwwen eixty and seventy students in attendance I&clsession,
which considering the times and the age of the Institution is
remarkably flattering and encouraging to its friends, and gives
the fullest assurance ~f the capacity and ability of its woi-
thy President to conduct such an Institution.

Bro. Stewart says, in a private letter to us: "Because we
name the institution,"” Collegiate Institute,” we would not
convey the idea that it has a large endowment fnnd, and a fac-
ulty of several Professors, but we mean that we can teach the
branches tbat are usually taught in our Western Colleges.
New teachers will be supplied as fast as the interests demand.

We are well aware of the superior claims ofolder institutions,
and we do not envy their well earned reputation, with th.
wish to operate in the least against them, but on the other hand,
bope to be auxiliary to them, in the great cause in which they
are engaged. There are a great many young persons who
cannot bear the expense of four or five years in some of our
older institutionll,buthel'e, where theexllense is much less, young
ladies and gentlemen can take a thorough and advanced prepar-
atory course, and if not able to complete the course in a reg-
ular college, can be well fitted for the duties of life. But still
further,-there are scores of young men and women who would
. never go higher than the first rudimentsoftl:.ecommon brapch-
es, Werenot such facilities as we offer here, brought withio
their reach.
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We shall Dotpromise it inour circular, but ifmy health will
permit, it is the intention to deliver a lecture to the students
every morning on the evidences of Christianity, Biblical histo-
ry, Chronology etc, thus opening before the youthful mind
a boundless and illimitable field."

This apparently Dew, though most commnedable move, is not
an ideal fancy nor the creation of amoment, but has been,
as we are &Bsured, in contemplation for several years.
Its Board of managers are men of wealth and intelligence,pos-
8eSsing a high tone of moral character, and are determind to
spare no pains to make it succeed. Its location is in one of the
most healthy portions of the State; and there is a fair prospeot
as we are informed. of the next session's opening with 70 or
80 students.  We bespeak for it a liberal patronage.

D. T. W.

By F. D. GAGE.

Be firm, be bold, be strong, be true,
" .Anddare not stand alone; "

Strive for the right, whatever ye do,
Though helpless there be none-

Stand for the right-proclaim it loud;
Thu'lt find an ar.swering tone

In honest heartq, and then no more
Be doomed " to.taM alofte."

Be yefirm, and be UNITED

Ye who war against the Wrong!
ThoUjthfitglected, thoul\'h deserted,
In your purpose still be strong!

To the faith and hop e that move you
In the thing you dare to do ;

Thodgh the world rise up against you,
Be yetUOWte-be nuB |
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SEVEN CONDITIONS OF SUCCESSFUL PRAYER.

As the number seven is one so much used in the Bible that
il is'termed a sacred number, and is generally indicative of
perfection, we are fond of using it, whenever we can find it suit-
89le to our purpose, either in writing or in preaching. As
there are seven items or conditions of conversion, (Eph. iv.
1-6.) so there are seven conditions of successful prayer. We
say successful prayer, o prayer acceptable to God; asa great
deal of what is termed eeprayer" in the world, is but little
better than the" wvain repetitions" of the heathen!  As every
person who prays to God wishes to be heard, or he would
not pray, it is of great importance to know what these condie
tions are: and hence we have written this essay on the sub)~ct.
i A great deal has been said and written on the subject of
prayer, but none too much, when said and wrltten, as there ill
evid~ntly' a deficiency among our brethren in referenoe to it.
Prayer, both personal or secrel. and family prayer, is not near
as much attended toas it should be among us! Instead of pray-
iug daily, or two or three times aday as did the saints of old,
'@ fear that there are too many who never pray at all !-frQm

the altar of whose hearts no «Ranks giving ever arises-no
[N}
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supplication ever ascends—no incense of prayer and praise ever
goes'up to God ! Brethren, this state of things will not do.
W4 cannot get along at this poor, dying rate.” We must not
oﬁly study the word of God more, and preach more, and sing
more, and labor more ; but we must pray more too. Without
PRAYER, earnest, fervent devotional prayer properly direc-
ted, we canuot expect God to bless us _individually or as a
people !" And we believe too that this prayer must be oral, or
witered, whether expressed in a whlsper, as in the case of
Sarah, Abraham’s wife, when he ** entertained angels una-
wares,” or-in an audible tone of voice so that others may hear
and participate by uttering the “amen.” We cannot endorse
all the sentiment of Montgomery, in our Hymn Book :
¢ Prayer is the sour’s sincere desxre
Uttered, or unexpressed :

as while we believe with himthat prayer must be the sincere
desire of the soul, in order to be acceptable to God, we cannot
conceive of such a thing as unezpressed prayer. The very
term prayer itself, implies that which' is expressed ; and ev-
ery thing of thekind, not expressed amounts to no more than
mere desire or wish, and cannot with propriety be termed
prayer. Al the pragers of which we have any account in
the Bible, were expressed ; and we mneyer have any mention
of unexpressed prayer in that divine volume. While we find
much said there,; about the wishes and desires of the Leartor
mind, we never find any where that they are called prayer.—
Bit to return from {bis digression by the way, which'is not
without its use, we must come mote directly to our subject, the
eondltlons of acceptable, successful prayer, one of the greatest

jmportance to us as the disciples of Christ; as our prayers,
whiess heard by the Lord, and answered by him, will avail
us nothing, ‘and will be only so much idle breath thrown
away ! Thereare certain ronditions of successful prayer, which
we design noticing here, of the greatest importance, and which
must be obeerved, if we would have the Lord to hear and
augwer our prayers ; which are seven in pumber, and which
we-will notice in a numerical manner. '
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1. The individual, if a sinner or alien, must become a mem-
ber of the Church or body of Christ, before he can be heard.
Prayer is an ordinance belonging to the Church and those
in it, and not to those outside of the Church. Under the Jew:
ish dispensation, which was a system of types and shadows
adumbrating the Christian institution, it was typified by the
Golden Altar of incense, in the Holy Place of the Tabernacle
which (Tabernacle) represented the Christian Church ; while
we do not find it typified by any thing outside of that, or in
the Outer Court, ‘represe'ming‘ the alien world. Henz;e we
find it in the Church, and belonging to that, in the order of
worship adopted by the apostles for the first congregation of
Christ on earth, that at Jerusalem, formed on the day of Pen-
tecost, and the nucleus around which was subsequently gath-
ered the Kingdom of Christ. We are told that ** they contip-
ued stedfastly in the apostles’ teaching and contribution, and
the breaking of bread, [or of the loaf,] and prayers.” Now
we find prayer here classed with the Lord’s Supper, Contribu-
tion, etc. and it must be as much an ordirance of the Church
as any of these. And almost every where that we find prayer
spoken of in the New Testament, after the origin ofthe Church
it isin reference to those within it and not these without.—We
never find such a thing as that of persons praying themselves
into remission of sins, or into the Church, or being prayed
into these by others! When conyvicted of sin, on their beljev-
inglupon Christ, aliens when they enquired what they must'do,
were never told to pray for pardon, buatto * reform, and ¢
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, in order fo the remission
of sins ;> as were the believing, penitent Jews on the day of
Pentecost. And if, after being baptized into Chriat, or into
** the Church which is his body,” and having thus become a
miember of it, the Christian should be so unfortunate as te- fall
Into sin, he is not told to reform and be baptized over again, but
to reform and pray God for pardon ; as in the case of Simon,
st Samaria, who delieved and was baptized ; jast as all the other
Bamaritans, and was consequently as really converted and saved
from sin a3 they were ; ag ** he that believes and is baptized
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shallbe saved,” according to the commission of of the Savior.
And this is. also confirmed by John, who says: “‘If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our gins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” All this accords:
too with what was said by the blind man, whose eyes Jesus
opened. When the Pharisees charged our Savior with being
a sinner, because he opened his eyes on the Sabbath day, (ov-
oc looking the miracle) the man replied to them : We know
that God heareth not sinners ; bus if any man be a worshipper
of God, and .doeth. his will, kim he heareth.” Now if God,
would not accept the prayer of a sinner nnder the Jewish
digpensation, are we to expect him to change his plan, and
bear the prayers of aliens under the Christian ?° By no means.
2. Not- only must the person become a member of the

Church of Christ, in order - for God to hear his prayers, but
he must also.address God through Christ, as another condition

of successful,prayer. How much fruitless prayer, unaccepat-
ble thanksgiving and unavailing supplication, are offered to
@od, even by pro‘essing Christians themselves in consequerce
of disregarding this important requisite ! Nothing is more
common in the message of Presidents and Governors, than
the offering of thanks to God, w1thout any mention of the
pame of Christ! And we fear that our own brethren are two.
often at fault here, as well as they ! Jesus said : *‘ 1 am the
way, and the truth, and the life ; po man cometh to the Fath-
er but by me ; ”” and a sacred poet has well observed :

« Christ is the only way to God',
/ None other can be found.” -

Paul also says : * Whatsoever ye do, whether in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks unto
God and the Father dy kim.” This is very explicit and
comprehensive ; it includes the offering of prayer to God, as

well as thanks, and every thing else of the kind. Again, af-
ter exhorting, * that, first of all, supplications, prayers, in-
tereessions, and giving of thanksbe made for all men : for
kings, and for all that are in authority ; that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty ;' he con-
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tinues : ‘ For this is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior
who will have all men to be saved, aud to come to the knowl-
edge of the truth : for there is one God, and one mediatorbe-
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus ; who gave himself
a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.”” Now we find our
Savior presented by the apostle here, &s the only Mediator be-
tween God and men, in reference to prayer ; and consequent-
ly all prayer to God,giving of thanks,etc. must be made through
Him, in order to be acceptable to God. And in all the exam-
ples of praver, which we have recorded in the New Testameqt,
after the establishment of the kingdom of Christ'on earth, wheth-
er by the apostles or others, we find God addressed through
Christ. Inhis name every thing of areligious character was
to be done ; and God had slways to be addressed through him,
in order for man to be heard by Him.

Again: ¢ God wasin Christ, reconciling the world unto:
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.” This
shows very conclusively, that the individual, in order for Geéd
to hear him, must not only get into Christ, that is into the
¢¢ Church which is his body,” but that he must also address
God through him, or he will not be heard.

3. The next condition of successful prayer is, that the per
son praying must Aave the Spirit of God and Christ, and must
address God by and from the Spirit. It has been shown by
us, that he must become & member of the Church or body of
Christ, in order that his prayers may be acceptable ; and it
can be as easily shown, that he must become a Christian, in
ordet to receive and have this Spirit, which is promised to
none but those who obey the gospel and become members of
Christ's body. This was the condition announced by Peter
on the day of Pentecost : and Paul tells the Corinthians that,
“ by one Spirit ye have all been baptized into one body, - *

* *  and have all been made to drink ¢nso
one Spmt.’ Now Paul says to the Romans : ¢ If any 'man
have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of his ;'* and unless
a man hag this Spirit, he can neither pray, nor do any thing
else acceptable to God. But we have more direct testimonyin
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reference (o this point. Paul says: ¢ Likewise the Spirit also
helpeth our infirmities : for we know not what -we should pray
for as w ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession
for us with groanings that cannot be uttered.”” Here the a-
postle says, that we would not even know what we should pray
for, as we ought, without the aid and intercession of the Spirit
which, in another place, he says, ¢ searchesall things, even
the deep things of God;’ consequently we must pray
from and with the Spirit, in order to be heard. In fact, a
prayer not prompted by the Spirit, and not made under its in-
fluence, must be useless and unavailing ! Again, Paul says,
and which is conclusive on the point: ‘I will pray with ths
Spirit, and I will pray with the understanding.”’

4. The fourth condition of successful prayer is, that it be
Jrom the heart.. Without the heart is engaged, and unless
prompted by that, all our worship will be useless and in vain.
The Jews were condemned by our Savior, because, while they
worshipped God with their lips, their heart was far from him.
Paul, in speaking of ihe intercession of the Spirit, says:
s gnd he that searcheth the Spirit ; because he maketh inter-
.cession for the saints according to the will of God.” Again
Paul says to the Ephesians, in admonishing servants to be obe-
dient to their masters : *“ Not with eye service, as men pleasers ;
but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the
keart’ Now it is the will of God, that Christians ‘¢ pray
always,” ‘‘pray without ceasing,” and Paul says: <1 will
" that men pray every where holding up holy hands, without
wrath and doubting ; ”* and this doing the will of God, ‘to be
acceptable to him must be from the heart. Again : Whatsoev-
"er ye do, [whether praying or any thing else] do it heartily,
[from the heart,] as to the Lord, and not unto men.” We
might perhaps adduce other passages on this point, but these
- are sufficient to show that prayer, as well as all other worship
and service of God, must come from the heart to be acceptable
to him. -

"5, The next condition of acceptable prayer to God is, that
it mustbe offered in faitk. James says : “ If any of you lack
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wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, )
and upbraideth not ; and it shall be given him : butlet him
ask in faith, nothing wavering : for he that wavereth is like &
wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not
that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord,”
He does not say if any man lack knowledge let him ask of God ;
as God has, in the Bible, given us all knowledge necessary 1o us
*“all things necessary to life and salvation ;”* and to pray to
him for knowledge would be unnecessary, superfluouns, and in
vain. But as wisdom is the proper aplication and right use of
knowledge, we can with propriety pray'for that—that God
would enable us to make this application and use. But, as the
apostle says, we must ‘ ask in faith,”’ believing we shall -re-
ceive that for which we ask, and in the confident expectation
of 'doing so. Aud this will hold equally as well in reference
to every thing else for which we pray— we must ask in faith,
in order for our prayers to beaccepiable, or we will ask in vain
6. The next condition of successful, of acceptable prayer
i8, that it must be according to the will of God ; that is, we must
ask for what he has promised in his word. John says:
““ And this is the conmfidence that we have in him, that,
if we ask any thing according to kis will, he heareth,
us ; and if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we
know that we %ave the petitions that we desired of him.”” This
shows very plainly, that, in all our prayers to God, we must
ask according to his will—that our petitions to him must all be
in accordance with his revealed will as left us in the Bible—
and that we must ask only for what he has promised us in his
word, and in compliance with all the conditions we find prescrib-
ed there, whatever they maybe. Without the observance of
this in our prayers, our petitions will be useless and in vain.
Its observance would save a great deal of useless, vainand un-
necessary prayer, which we are sometimes in the habit of - al-
most daily hearing. It would exclude all praying for ‘the di-
rect and abstract operation of the Holy Spirit, the promise of
which is not found in the word of God !-—all praying for God
to come ; and thus exert his converting power upon sinnérs
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~—to baptize the people with the Holy Spirit and with fire !
—and a world of such useless, unnecessary,vain and sometimes
almost impious and blasphemous prayers I—often no better
and of no more avail with @God, than the * vain repetitions’’
of the heathen | We are fearful, that even our own brethren
are frequently at fault hete, in praying for what God has not
Promised, or not asking according to his will.

7. The seventh and Iast condition of acceptable prayer to
God, which we shall notice, is, that we be found keeping the
commandments of God, or living in obedience to them. John
says again: * And®whatsoever we ask we receive of him, &e-
. cause we keep kis commandments, and do those things that are
pleasing in kis sight.”’ This, as we see here, is as necessary
and important & condition of acceptable and, successful prayer,
as any of those we have enumerated, It not only includes
becoming a disciple of Christ ; whichis by obeying the com-
mandments given for that purpose to. the alien, and thus intro-
ducing bim into a state of favor, acceptanceand covenant rela-
tion with God ; but his living in obedience to his command-
ments, or if he is living in disobedience to them, it is in vain
for him to expect to be heard ; for his prayers cannot ascend
to God, and be acceptable to him under such circumstances.
Without this obedience, whatever may be his life' in other re-
spect—whatever may be his compliance with the other condi-
tions of acceptable prayer—his prayers will be mere empty
breath, and of no use or avail !—This is well illustrated by
James, who says: “if a man keep. the whole law, and yet
offend in one point he is guilty of all.” And our Savior too,
when he said : ¢ Notevery one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shell enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth the.
will of my Father which is in heaven.”—We will now, in ¢on-
clusion, sum up the seven conditions of - successful or accepta-
ble prayer to God :

1. The necessity of being a. member of the Church or body
of Christ :

2. The neoessity of addressing God through Christ, or in
his pame ;
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3. that of having the Spirit of God and Christ, and of pray-
ing by, with, or from the Spirit ;

4. The importance of praying to God from the heart ;

5. That of asking in faith ;

6. Of praying according to the will of God, or in accordance
with his promises ; and,

7. Of keeping his commandments, or of being engaged in
living a life of obedience to him.

These seven conditions we regard as necessary to acceptable
and successful prayer ; and if we can willfully dispense with
any one of them, we ean dispense with all ! In order to ac-
ceptable worship, not only must God be obeyed as he has pre-
scribed and commanded, but he must be obeyed in aZf he
commands. He will not accept will-worskip, nor partial-obe-
dience where all the service he requires can he rendered.

“ Believe, in all that God revealed 1o man ;
Observe in all that God revealed to man ;

n all he has commanded, said, required
Without exception and without a doubt.”

J. R H.
At Mr. Teomas H. Crowcn’s, Green Co. HI. May 9th, 1862.

——————
THE WEEKLY OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD’S SUP-
PER, AND THE WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION :

As called in question by some of the Disciples of Christ !

We had thought that the Scriptural obligation upon the Dis-
ciples of Christ, to meet together upon every Lord’s day, or
first day of the week, in order to observe the Lord’s Supper,
and to attend to the weekly contribution, was a point so well
established, and had beenso long in practice among us, that
no intelligent disciple of Christ would call these things ia
question, But it seems that there is one now and then to be
found, who will venture to do so ; and as that may be the cause
of others doing the same, where the influence of such a one is
exerted, or a sympathy exists for him, we have concluded to
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devote an article to the subject ; particularly asit is a good
thing to confirm and establish the brethren as much as we can
in the practice of the Christian religion, and in attending
constantly and regularly 1o the ordinances of the Lord’s house.

We will take up the subject of the weekly observance of the
Lord’s Supper first. We are very gravely told, that we have
no direct and positive proof in the New Testament, vothing
but inference or supposition. that such was the practice of the
first Christians, as instituted by the apostles and sanctioned by
them. Now let us examine into this subject. The passage,
in Acts ii. 42. ““ And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship.and in breaking of bread and in prayers”’
sooften quoted as containing the precedent, we are told
contains no evidence on this subject—no proot for the observ-
ance of the Lord’s Supper and for attending to the contribu-
tion l—much less for the weekly observance of these ! Itis
generally admitted, we believe, by all good Biblical critics, ao-
quainted with the original (Greek), and also by most commen-
tators of all parties in religion, that the expression, ‘ break-
ing of bread,” correctly rendered, ¢ breaking of the loaf,”
refers to the Lord’s Supper. As they did not meet in the
Temple—indeed dare not, * for fear of the Jows *—and had
at first no church-houses in which to meet on Lord’s day, it
seems from the expression, ““continuing daily with one accord
in the temple and breaking bread from house to house,” that
they met in each other’s dwelling houses for that purpose, first
in one, and then in another, and so on in rotation. And as
there was such a multitude of disciples, numbering tkousands,
it is very probable that they met in several houses on the same
day, to attend to the ordinance, as no one common dwelling
house would. begin to hold them. Here then we have
another proof of their regular attendance to the institution, ac-
oording to the order of worship we find laid down, as already
quoted. But it may be said, this breaking of bread, (in Acts
ii. 42, '46,)was nothingmore than a common meal, particular-
ly asit issaid directly after ¢ breaking bread from house to
bouse,” and in connection with it, they ¢ did et their meat with
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gladness of heart,”” Now were this the case, and if this is the
meaning of these passages, it seems singular, indeed strange,
that the mere breaking of bread to eat it, should be asso-
ciated in the first place, with the regular order of Christian
worship, with teaching and prayers !—and, in the second place,
that so simple a thing as the breaking of bread to eat. should
be mentioned in the manner in which it is here !! No-—there
is more implied than this—the breaking of the loaf in the
Lord’s Supper is plainly meant.

The expression, * they continued stedfastly,” in this order
of worship, shows that it was attended to regularly and at a
stated, and particular time. If this was not the case, and
the atiendance to it was left indefinite as o lime—1o be aitend -
ed to now and then, once a month, or once in six months, or
never! as they chose—then it was different from any thing
of the kind, everinstituted by the Lord! Then the Jewish
law, the shadow, was superior in this respect to the Gospel,
the substance ; as there was a regular, ¢tated time, under the
law, for attending o every ordinamce of this kind! The
word ““ stedfasdy * implies a regular, siated time ; and that
time we find to beon every Lord’s day.

The manner in which Paul speaks of the meeting together
of the! congregation at Corinth, to observe the Lord’s Supper,
showsitto have been statedly and regul'arly ¢ “ When ye coms
together therefore into one place,this is not 1o eat the Lord’s sup-
per’’—in allusion to their making it a drunken feast, and ob-
serving it in a disorderly manner. Again: ¢ wherefore, my
brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry ene for another.”
From these, and other passages in the same connection, we
learn that they not only were in the habit of meeting together
constantly and regularly, but that thé observance of the Supper
seems to have been the principal object of their meetings.

In Acts xx. 7, weare told, in reference to Paul’s visit to
Troas:” And upon the first day of the week,[Lord’s day, Jwhen
the disciples came together to dreak bread, Paul preached unto
them,”etc. Weare told that this proofis not positive in refer-
#uce to their meeting together on every Lerd’s day, but merely
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inferential; and only means that this was the day on which
they met for that purpose, whenever they did’'meet to attend to
it. But we do not desire more positive proof, to establish a
point. Had the time been indefinite, and had the writer no
allusion to their being in the Aadiz of meeting together on
every Lord’s day, then it ought to have read: ““And on « first
day of the week ; ” but he uses the definite article * ““And on the
first day of the week ; > which makes it on every Lord’s day,
and fally establishes our positon. For illustration, take the
mention we have of the observance of the Jewish sabbath in
the decalogue : ¢ Thou shalt remember the sabbath day to
keep it holy,” etc. What is the inference >—to observe «
sabbath day, now and then, whenever the Jew thought proper,
or it was expedient for him to do s0 ?—once a mouth or once
in six months, and s0 on ? No—the plain, obvious meaning
was,every sabbath day ; for so the Lord intended, and so the Jew
understood it. No one—no intelligent Christian now—not
even those who contend that the expression, * on the first day
of the week,” in Acts xx. 7, does not mean every Lord’s day
~—will pretend to say, that the injunetion did not have refer-
ence to every sabbath. And if it did, then the expression,
““ on the first day of the week,” refers to their meeting togeth-
er on ‘every Lord’s day to attend to the Lord’s Supper. This
completely establishes our position. A good rule must work
both ways.” If it means every Sabbath' day in the ore case,
then, according to the same reasoning, it means every Lord’s
day, in the other .

Noris this all ; but#n confirmation of the position we have here
‘taken, we learn from the most authentic: chureh history, that
during the first three huodred years of the existence of the
Chureh of Christ—while in a state of purity—every congrega-
tion, whether in city, town or country, was in the habit of
meeting together on every Lord’s day, in order to attend to
the Lord’s Supper; which seemed to be the primary object
of their meeting ; or rather to carry out the order of wor-
ship instituted by the apostles, as in Acts ii. 42,

This brings us to the followship, or eontribution, metioned
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in that passage. We are very gravely told, that the term
«« fellowsip,” as used :here, has no reference whatever to con-

¢ritution, which is merely a substitute for the term, and anun-
authorized one at that ; that the meaning of the word ** fellow-
ship,” as there used, is that of association, union, companion-
ship, mutual participation, etc. Now while we admit that
these are meanings of the word, we contend that they are not

all its meanings, or its meaning as there used, but that it means
contribution ; and it is on account of these meanings, that the
word in the original is used ; as there is a felflowship, union

mutual parficipation, ete. in the contribution. "The word in
the original (the Greek) is koinoonia ; and if we can show
that contribution is a correct rendering of it, our point is estab-
lished. This we are prepared to do from Rom. xv. 26 : ¢ It
hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a cer-
tain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem.’’
The word here rendered ¢contribution’ is koinoonian, the very
game word that is rendered ¢ fellowship ” in Aocts. ii. 42 ;
and if it means confribution in this place, it means the same there.
There was a fellowship, in the sense of union, mutual partic-
ipation, etc. in their meeting together to break the loaf, or to
partake of the Lord’s supper, praying, ete. without having to
expressly mention it.there ; which would have been entirely
superfluous ; and hence it must mean something else, and
that something we find, when we examine into the meaning of
the word else where, lo be contribution. Had we a Greek
concordance, we could no doubt find other passages in the
Now Testament where it means ¢ contribution,” besides the
one in Rom. xv. 26. In accordance with the position of the

objector, on Acts ii. 42, this passage -ought to read : *¢ It
hath pleased them of Macedoina and Achaia to make a certain
fellowship for the saints which are at Jerusalem !’ Accor-
ding to a good rule of Scripture interpretation, which requires

one word, when substituted for another, to make good sense,
in order to bea correct rendering of the original, the word
<« gontribution *’ when substituted in the place of ¢ fellowship,”
in Acts ii. 42. makes goods sense ; as, * They continued sted-
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fastly in the apostles’ doctrine and contribution,” ete.—in the
contribution required by them—but in Rom. xv. 26, the word
* fellowship, ”” when eubstituted in the place of * contribution’
makes nonsense, as we have seen !

We hava now clearly shown, that the contribution was a
part of the order of worship instituted by the apostles, for
Lord’s day ; and we are now going to show just as  clearly,
that it was for every Lord’s day, as much as the Lord’s supper
prayers, etc. In 1Cor. xvi 1, 2, we read as follows : ¢ Now
concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given or-

- der to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first
day of the weeklet every one of you lay by him in store, as God
hath prospered him, that there be no gatberings when I come.”
In the new translation of bro. Campbell it reads: “on the
first day of every week, let each of you lay some what by itself,
putting itinto the treasury ; that when I come, there may be
then no collections.” Now this is the correct rendering
from the original, as well as more perspicuous than the com-
mon version. The Greek word mian is used before sabbasoon,
*“ first day,” which is from mia, genitive mias, adopted as the
feminine of eis, mia, en, “‘each, each one,” hence ¢ every »’'—
the first day of each week, or of every week—showing the con-
tribution something to be attended to on eack or cvery Lord’s
day. And we have also testimony of Church History, in con-
firmation of our position here, as well as in reference to the

weekly observance of the Lord’s supper ; whichsays, that it was
not only the habit of the primitive Christians for three hun-
dred years after the days of the apostles to meet together, in
order to break the loaf, on every Lord’s day, but that each one
then contributed of his means to the cause of Christ, according
to his ability, or ¢“ as the Lord had prospered him.”’—So we
have the testimony of the New- Testament, corroborated by
Chburch History, in support of our positions on these points.
And here we leave the subject.

J. R. H.
Near Dv Quorx, Perry Co. Il Jume 17th, 186%.
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REMISSION OF SINS
: No. 6.
ReMission oF Sins UNDER, THE CHRISTIAN DIsPENSATION.

Having treated of remission of sins in the Antediluvian Age,
and under the Patriarchal and Jewish Dispensations, we come
now to consider the subject under the Christian Dispessation,
which is the most interesting to those now living, as it is under
that we are placed ; and those who receive remission of sins,
and the favor of God, must do so in accordance with the terms
and conditions there laid down, as we have them recorded in
the New Testament. Were the word of God in that presen-
ted to the people as it is there to be found, stripped of all the
human additions, appendages, - perversions, tradilions, etec.
with which it has been invested by man, there would be no
need of all this discussion of these subjects. But just as
long as there iserror in the world, and particularly error
on such grave and important subjects, involving the eternal
destiny of man’as well as his present well being and happi-
ness, there will be the need of discussion and controversy, to
peutralize and eradicate it, and to disabuse the minds of the
people of the prejudices with which they are filled in favor of
error and against the truth. Hence our apology for bestowing
the attention we do to these subjects. The reason we ‘¢ harp
go much’ upon certain subjects, as we areaccused, is in con-
sequence of the great importance laid upon them inthe Bi-
ble, and the place they are there made to occupy in God’s plan
of remission and salvation. Butour opponents, in making thie
accusation against us, forget that themselves Aarp just as much
upon ¢ faith alone,” and other favorite subjects with them.
From what we know of the character of God and his revela-
tions to man and dealings with the human race, we ought not
for a moment to suppose that he would leave a matter of such
moment, .of such transcendent importance to the human race
as remission of sins, in doubt and uncertainty, so thata man
might spend his whole life without knowing whether he had
the paidou of his sins or not——whether he bad been accepted
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by God, or all the time a reprobate, while trying to serve him !
It was predicted by the Old Testament prophets, in refetence
to remission of sins and the Christian plan of salvation, that
the subject should be made 8o plain that he who runs may
read, and that wayfaring men though fools should not err there-
in; and we find that such is the case when the mind is dives-
ted of the errors and prejudices with which it is prepossessed,
and the word of God is received as the ¢ good seed” ‘into
““honestand understanding hearts.”

If remission of sins was rendered so plain under the Patri-
archal and Jewish Dispensations that there could be no mistak-
ing in reference to it, are we to suppose that it would be less so
under the Christian ¢ If the ** shadow of the good things to
come” was 8o clearly defined and easily visiole, aré we to sup-
pose that the substance itself would be so difficult to come at
and find? The supposition is preposterous! What would
we think of a man who could easily find the shadow of .a tree
by the sunshine, and could not find the tree itself that cast the
shadow ? The illustration is a good one, and the cases are an-
alogous. Under the Patriarchal and Jewish Dispensations

the world had the shadow ; but since ¢ the Sux of righteous-
ness has arisen with healm(r in his beams,” we have Lhe sub-

atance clearly and unmistakeably defined to the eyes of all
who can or will see. The ‘¢ true Light now shines, thatlights
every man who comes into the world ;”” and the reason, says
Jesus, why men will not come to the light, is ¢ because their
deeds are evil.” The intelligent, honest-hearted individual,
who is willing and ready to delieve all that God has revealed in
the Bible, and to obey all that he has cowmanded, will pever
be at any loss, or in any difficulty, as to remission of sins,
or any thing else pertaining to the religion of the Bible. Said
Jesus: ¢« If any man will po his [Gods] will, he shall know
of the doctrine, whether it be of God.” And the poet Pollok
has laid down the true principles of religion :

“ Belief in all that God revealed to men ;
Observein all that God revealed to men ;

1n all he has commanded, threatened, said,
Without exception and wnhout a doubl.”?
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The man that does this will be saved from his sins here, and
if he continue doing so, he will be saved eternally in heaven.

The principles of true religion, as revealed in the Bible, have
been the same in all ages of the world, and under every Dis-
pensation of religion that God has given to man; and these
are faith and obedience. Hence there are certain prerequisites,
termed anfzcedents, as necessary to the possession and enjoy-
ment of remission of sins; and, at least under the Christian
Dispension, certain requirements, which we may term post-re-
quisites, ov subsequents, equally as necessary to the possession
and enjoyment of everlasting salvation. Under the Patriarch-
al and Jewish Dispensations, faith in the one only and true God,
a pure heart, and reformation of conduct, were the indispensa-
ble antecedents of remission of sins : illustrious examples of
wlhich we have in the case of Abel and Enoch before the del-
uge, and Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and othersafterwards. These
antecedents we have to keep in view, in our discussion of the
subject of remission of sins.

In the discussion of this subject, there are also two things
of great importance to be considered and kept in view; and
these are : first, that remission of sins takes place with God ;
and seccond, that there must be an act or ordinance of remis-
sion. The first must be obvious to every person of any intel-
ligence on the subject of religion. As it is God who for-
gives sins, consequently remission must take place with Him ;
and it is man to whom the knowledge or assurance of it is
necessary ; for as the object of forgiveness of sins, is to re.
move guilt from the conscience, and to assure him of the favor
of God, it would be of no use to him, or would avail
him nothing, if not made known to him ia some way. This
view of remission, which must be conceded by all to be correct
and in accordance with the word of Gud, destroys the theory
of faith alone or a change of feelings as the test of pardon, or
God’s plan of remission ; since remission would then take place
with man, and not with God! But as the knowledge, or assur-
ance of it must be received by man, there must be some «cf or
ordinance to which he must submit, in order to receive this,
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of the appointment of God, and of a suitable character to afford
him that asaurance, and leave no doubts of it in his mind.
There must be a positive institution of remission, criginating
in the will and wisdom of God the great Lawgiver, to which
man must submict in order to receive pardon, and be introduc-
ed into a state of acceptance, favor and covenant relation with
God. And as the Lord Jesus Christ was ¢ putto death for
our offences, and raised again for our justification,’’ release
from, or the pardon of our sins, that institution or ordinance
must represent the burial and resurrection of Christ by its ac-
tion. Such an ordinance we have left us by the apostles of
Christ, his ambassadors and ministers plenipotentiary to the
world, and his divinely-inspired and only authorized law-
givers to his Churel, in ike ordinance of Christian Daptism,
given for the express purpose, and with the design we have
mentioned. Thatits action is immersion, and immersion alone,
au immersion intended to represent the durial and resurrection
«f Christ, is obvious, not only from the meaning of the word
in the original, (Greek language,) where it always means *“ to
immerse,submerge, plunge,overwhelm,”” etc. actions implying im-
mersion, but can easily be shown from a few plain and forcible
arguments in the common version of the New Testament. As
our Savior says, that ¢ in the mouth of two or three witnesses
every word shall be established,” we will prodace at least two
inspired testimonies for each position we take. We will show
first, that baptism is an action ; second, that there must be a
wmediwm in which to perform that action ; and third, what that
action .

1. Baptism is an action.—In the commission as recorded by
Matthew we hear our Savior saying to his apostles: ¢ Go,
teach [ disciple] all nations, baptizing them,”” etc. showing that
ia baptizing they had something to do, implying action ; and
as recorded by Mark : ¢ Go ye into all the world, and preach
the Gospel to every creature : he that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved : but he that believeth not shall be damned.”
Here is action again, something to which the believer has to
submit,
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2. Water is the medium.—This we learn from the fact, that
John baptized in the river Jordan ; and we hear him saying
that he ¢¢ came baptizing with [in] water,”’ that Christ might
be made manifest 1o Israel. Again, we are told that John
was ‘“ baptizing at Enon near Salim, because there was much
waler there ;' implying that the medium was water. We al-
so find that when Philip and the eunuch came to a certain wat-
er, the eunuch said to him : ¢ See, here is water : what
hindereth me from being baptized ? >’—which shows again that
waler i3 the medium. :

3. The action is a burial in water and a raising from it,
representing the burial and resurrection of Christ.—In proof
of this, we have the testimony of Paul in Romans and Colos-
gians : “* Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized
into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death ? Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism into death ; that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so also we should walk in newness of life. For if we
have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we|shall
be also in the likeness of his resurrection.” Again : < Buried
with him in baptism, wherein ye are risen with him through
the faith of the eperation of God who hath raised him from the
dead.””-——"These Scriptures sufficiently prove our posiiion on
this point.

We must here remark, that as sacrifice, God’s institution for
remission of sins before the coming and death of Christ, was
tupical of the real sacrifice for sins, the offering of his body
on the Roman cross, so baptism, his institution for remission
under the Christian Dispensation, is emblematical of his buri-
al and resurrection. Asthe former pointed forward to Christ
g0 the latter points back to him. And as the mere formal of-
fering of sacrifice to God, without faith in him, reformation
of conduet, and a right state of the heart, was not acceptable
to him and failed to obtain remission of sins, as we learn from
repeated declarations of God in reference to the Jews ; so mere
formal obedience to him, in submitting to baptism, without
the necessary anfecedents, will avail a person nothing towards
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obtaining remission and entering into a state of favor and ac-
ceptance with him. There are certain antecedents mnecessary
in order to this. As he must undergo a change of lheart, in
the first place, he must delieve upon the Lord Jesus Christ, as
faith produces a change of heart ; as he must have a change
of conduct, he must repent or reform, as reformation produces
a change of couduct ; and he must give atest of his faith and
reformation' by a public confession, he must confess the great
cardinal truth, that ¢« Jesas Christ is the Son of God-"” Hence
the antecedents of Baptism in order to the remission of sins
are faith, reformation and confession. Of the first we have
an example in the case of the Ethopian eunuch - ¢ If thou
believest with all thy heart thou mayest’” be baptized, and in
the commission : *“ He that &elieveth and is baptized, shall
be saved ;”’ of the second, in the reply of Peter on Pentecost
to the enquiring Jewish believers: ** Repent [reformJand be
baptized,”” every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ,
in order to the remission ofsins,” and in the requisition of re-
pentance [ reformation] towards God” as well as of ¢ faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ ;*" and of the third, in the confession
of the eunuch, as well as in what our Savior says about confess-
ing him before men, Paul has summed up all 4n what he terms
 the word of faith,” iu his epistle to the Romans: ¢ that
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, [ that Jes-
us is Lord or the Son of God,] and éefieve in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved : for
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness [justification |
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

This brings us to baptism as the ordinance or institution of
remission ofsins.  Though we must first premise, that it is
such to the sinner, or afien to the government of Chist, in in-
troducing him into a state of acceptance, favor and covenant
relation with God ; while other means of remission are nec-
essary to him after he becomes a disciple of Christ, or Christian
and a citizen of hiskingdom, which we shall endeavor to point
out at the proper place. From the very first introduction of
baptism by John the baptizer, it was for, or in order to the
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remission of sins. + He * preached the baptlsm of repentance
[reformation] in order to the remission of sins.” If contend-
ed that it was the ¢ repentance which was in order to remis-
sion, we contend that from the connection the baptism was
equally necessary, as it was the ‘‘ baptism of reformation in
order to remission of sins.” But the language of the apostle
Peter, on the day of Pentecost, when taken in connection with
all the circumstances, is decisive on the subject. Our Savior
had given a general commission to all the apostles : * Thus
it ia written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rige
from the dead on the third day ; and that repentance and re-
mission of sins should be preached in his name among all na-
tions, beginning at Jerusalem.”  Peter, acting under a special
commission given him by Christ, to open his kingdom to Jew
and Gentile, and to proclaim the terms of admission into it,
embracing the law of Pardon, when he said ¢ Repent *’ preach-
ed ¢ reformation,”” and when he continued, * and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins,” he preached ‘¢ remission of sins 1n the name of Christ.”
That such was the design of baptism, ¢ in order to the remis-
sion of sins,” is plain from this language of the apostle. He
had proven Christ to be the long-promised Messiah of the Jews,
and had convicted them of crucifying and putting him to death
and his language was confirmed by the miraculous displays on
the occasion. Thus convicted of a crime of the greatest magni-

tude and most terrible character, his hearers ¢ cut to the heart
by the word of God, the sword of the spirit as he spoke as he
was ‘“moved by the Spirit,”” cryout in the language of faith
and penitence : ‘“ Men and and brethren, what shall we do 2
Remission of sins is what they want, and that for which they
ask ; and if Peter, in his reply, did not tell them to be baptiz-
ed in order to it he did not answer their question. To say
that he meant because of would not only involve the absurdity of
his telling them to repent because of pardon, but would im-
ply the still greater absurdity of their asking for what they al-
ready obtained !
But we find the view of the design of baptism, for which
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we are contending, fully corroborated in every other place
- where the design of the institution is alluded to. We hear
Annanias saying to Saul, who had already both believed
and repented, and needed not be commanded to do either:
¢« Arise, and be baptized and wask away thy sins, calling on
the name of the Lord.” Here the washing away, or remiss-
ion of Paul’s sins, is placed after his baptism, and as consequent
upon it. Paul, in speaking to the Romans about their being
buried with Christ in baptism, and arising to walk in newness
of life, says to them : ¢ But God be thanked that though ye
were the servants of gin, yet ye have obeyed from the heart that
form of doctrine delivered you : being THEN made free from
sin, ye became the servants of righteousness :” and, after say-
ing to'the Colossians: ¢ Buried with him in baptism wherein
also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of
God, who hath raised him from the dead,”” he says to them :
¢« And you being dead in sins and in the uncireumcission of
your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, Zaving ¥or-
GIVER you all tresspasses. Here the remission of their sing
is placed after their baptism, as having taken place at it.

We might go on multiplying testimonies on this subject but
these are sufficient, as in the mouth of two or three witnesses
every word shall be established. We have yet to consider
objections to baptism in order to remission of sins ; but that we
must reserve for a subsequent article.

J. R. H.
— -

TOUR IN ILLINOIS.
No. 2.

Aftelrasojourn at Palmyra, Mo. of some two weeks, pleas-
ant as regards our intercourse there with the brethren and
unpleasant as regards our ill health a part of the time and the
weather, which was almost continually rainy, snowy, sleeting
or cold, we left for Hannibal the eastern terminus of the Han-
nibal and St. Joseph Railroad. We procured tickets at the
station, with the intention of leaving on Saturday evening, the
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15th of February,so as to spend Lord’s day with the brethren at
Hannibal'; but the failure of the train from St. Joseph, owing
to an accident on the Road prevented our leaving until Monday .
It gave us the opportunity, however, of hearing an excellent
Lecture from bro. Crearn, to which we referred in the first
no. of our ¢ Tour,” where we expressed the wish that he
would complete the course on the whole New Testament, and
have them published ; as it would be a most valuble addition
to our religious literature and the means of greatly edifying the
brethren and others on the Living’ Oracles of Heaven. We
earnestly hope, that our venerable and beloved brother may do
50,

On Monday, the 17th of February we left for Hannibal, to
which place we were quickly whirled by the cars ; on arriving
at which place we sought out the residence of bro. Eld. L. B.
WiLges, with whom we had met at Chillicothe, in May, 1860,
at the Debate there between bro. Bexs. Fraxzuin of Cincinnati,
Ohio, and Presiding Elder Rusn, of the Methodist Episcopal
Church South ; and also at the debate at Brunswick, Mo. be-
tween bro. M. E. Larp of St. Joseph, Mo. and Presiding
Elder Capies, of the same sect or denomination, in Oectober,
the same year ; and had formed his acquaintance. We were
most kindly received and hospitably treated by bro. WiLxxs
and his truly Christian lady who, by the way is a daughter of
our excellent and venerable bro. Bryaxrof the vicinty of Pal-
myra, of whom we made pleasant mention in the previous no.,
of our ¢ Tour.” After spending a most agreeable day with
bro. WrLkes, much of it in pleasant conversation on matters
pertaining to the kingdom of heaven, we left Hannibal on
Wednesday, the 18th of February for Illinois. Crossing the
<« Father of waters,” the greatand majestic flowing Mississippi
River in a steam ferry-boat, along achannel which had been
cut through the ice with which it was covered over, except on
the opposite side, we were in a few minutes on the Illinois shore.
I bardly ever see this mighty stream, without thinking of its
great lengthand the immense country which it drains—rising in
the frozen regions of the North, amid the Lakes of Minnisota
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and disemboguing its waters into the salt Lakesjand gulf of the
tropical South, by perhaps almost as many moutks as it takes
branches to form it into a river—thus its waters first converg-
ing together to form it, and then diverging to give it exir!
After travelling what is termed ¢ the gravel road’ some five
miles through its rich, alluvial bottom, partly heavily timbered
and partly prairie, but cut up a good deal with large sloughs
(slews), in the South called bayous (bious), we struck the
hills, at the edge of the bottom and then went up about a mile
to bro. Harris’s, one of our preachers, where we took dinner
with his kind and hospitable Christian family. ~After getting
directions from him, (io whom we had been referred by bro.
Wirkes, how to get on towards Carrollton, Greene Co. in this
State, we took our course down southward, by aroad running
along the edge of the Mississippi bottom, and arrived justbe-
fore night at the little town of Kinderhook, in Pike Co. where
we partook of the kind hospitalities of bro. Farnsworth, of
that place. We here attended at night a prayer-meeting of
our Baptist friends at ‘their school house of the place: and
mistaking an invitation to preach for one to lead in prayer, as
we afterwards learned, we missed the opportunity of giving them
a discourse which we assuredly would have done, and let thera
have heard what they but'seldom ever listen to—-what the primit-
ive gospel i, in itselements and principles. We had an incident
which took place here, related to us by bro. FARNs worTs, which
reflects quite badly upon a certain Baptist clergyman there.
At one of theirrevial meetings he called upon one of our sisters,
who was present, to aid them in instructing the ** mourners ;?*’
when she asked him, if she should tell them what Peter told
the penitent believers on Pentecost ? This gave such great
offence, that she was excluded from the house ! Such is the
gpirit and character of that sectarianism which prefers ¢ the
traditions of men” to ¢ the gospel of Christ!”—The Missis-
sippi ¢ bottom” is here several miles in width, of the richest
alluvial soil of great depth, partly prairie, and most of the farms
of the country lie in it. Indeed the people build their hous-
es, and live in it, as they do on the upland.
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Afier spending a most agreeable night with our kind broth-
er Farnsworra and Christian lady, we got directions from
him how to get on towards Pittsfield, the county-seat of Pike
Co. which wasin our rout. A change had taken place in the
weather, which had become bitterly cold; and leaving
Kinderhook and the Mississippi bottom,we struck out towards
Barry, a town in Pike Co. on our way, having to encounter
frozen and miserably rough roads, which made the walking
very fatiguing ! Indeed it was like walking over rocks nearly
all the way. We did notregard the cold, as we could keep
ourselves warm by the exercise of walking. After being great-
ly bothered and delayed in attempting to crossa large creek,
which had recently swollen by the heavy rains, we had at
length to abandon the attempt, and take another rout so as to

- go around it, that caused a loss oftime to us, the gain of which
was 1mportant, as the sequal of our day’s travel will show.
After passing over a country quite broken, and poor except
in the bottoms of the creeks and branches, in which the farms
of the people principally lay, we at length arrived at Barry.
Thisis a bandsome, flourishing, and much larger town than
we had any idea of seeing, situated in a leve] prairie country,
of good soil, and covered with well culiivated farms. Our,
brethren, as we were afterwards informed, have a good church-
house and a congregation here. Bro. Eld. James WrrcHT,
a son of our beloved. but now deceased brother, ALLEx WrIGHT,

" of Missouri, (cf which State bro. Jas. Wrranr now is,) once

lived here, and preached for the biethren as we learned; and
old bro. Swrexky, now of Scottsville, Maccoupin Co. the fath-
er of bro. Jro. 8. Swresky, our great debater, informed us
since that he also lived here some two years subsequently,
and preached for themn. Butthey have no preacher now, as
we are aware of. Indeed, as we learned, our preachers are
becoming very scarce in all that reigion of country ! What
is the cause 7—as they are generally willing to live and labor
in the cause of Christ,where they can be sustained ? Echo an-
swers, what is the cause ?—In passing through Barry, we
- noticed a large church-house, with a good deal of what we call-
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ed ¢ ginger-bread work ** on it, As,we knew from that, and
other furniture of it, that it could no{ be’'a hiouse of our breth-
ren, we understood on enquiry, that it belonged to that god-
less, graceless sect, called ¢ Universalists,” of whom we learn-
ed there werea good many there and thereabouts !  That
‘“irreligious ” system, by confining all the punishmentof the
sinner to this life, doing away with all future punishment, and
teaching the final happiness of all mankind in a future state of

" existence, irrespective of faith, repentance, condition, charac-
ter, good works, etc. in this life, completely nullifies all
obedience to the Gospel of Christ, and obliterates < the
landmarks between the plantations of nature and grace,” or
destroys all distinction between the Church and the alien
world ! Tor such asystem tobe of God, is impossible ! Tt
belongs to that category of ** damnable heresies,” spoken of
by the apostle Paul ; and wherever it prevails to any extent, it
spreads a blight over the religious moralsand agpects ofacom-
munity, as it isa foe to all real Spiritual, viial religion! Such
is its workings and its character !

From Barry we went on towards Pittsfield ; passing over a
country, sometimes prairie and sometimes timbered, sometimes
hilly and then again level, in some places poor in soil and in
others rich ; but generally settled up every where, with farms
of the poorer class of people on the poorer lands,and those of the
class that are better off in the things of this world, on the rich-
er. But poor in the things of this world, as some of these ap-
peared to be, where genuine disciples of the Lord Jesus: Christ
they are “‘ rick in faizk and heirs of the kingdom which[ God ]
hath promised to them that lovehim.” As we found that night
would overtake us some miles before we could reach!Pittsfield,
wken it wasabout coming on, wearied with walking and cold
and hungry, we began to enquire where we could get to lodge °
all night, but nota house could we find to takeus in! All had
some excuse—a house full of children, (for there were plenty
of themalmost every where!) hired hands, or something of the
sort for excuse!  After trying in vain at four places on the
road, in this *“ inhospitable region,’” we were at length told that
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it wasonly balf a mile to Pittsfield, where we could find a Zav-
ern, which is every body’shome. So on we went and as it
was getting late in the night, we concluded not to disturb
any of the brethren there, by calling on them ; but to seek
a {avern ; though as we since learned by bro. Jonx 8. Swrgxey,
who visited the place shortly afterwards, we would have been
most heartily welcomed ; as some of the brethren there heard
since of our being at the tavern, and regretted that they had
not known we were there,—So here we stop for the present.
: J. R. H.

At bro. B. A. Howarp’s my'nephew, near Du Quoin, Per-

ry Co. Ill. June 2nd. 1862.

— > ——
For the Christian Pioneer.

AN EXHORTATION TO YOUTH.

My Son, give me thy heart.—Soromon.

There is a time when the vista of the future, with all its pos-
sibilities of glory and eternal life and shame and eternal misery,
first opens upon the youth, Then is he summoned to make
his choice between the strait and narrow way, that leads un-
to life, and the broad way that leads to destruction. Youth-
ful reader, have you arrived at this point ? Are you balanc-
ing between the two ways? Then make a wise choice. En-
ter upon the way of eternal life. Remember your Creator,
your Father, aud your God. det your best and purest affec-
tions be His. Choose Him as your portion. Love Him
as your Friend. Delight in Him as your happiness. Rever-
ence His aathority ; adore His wisdom ; trustin Him ; lean
" upon His almighty arm ; resign yourself, your all, to His ser-
vice ; give Him your heart: to your Heavenly Father, devote
the flower and prime of your affectious, and your earliest obe-
dience. In the morning of life choose His service as your
business, and the enjoyment of Him as your bliss.

It is a duty obligatory upon every human being, to give
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the heart to God. And the arguments are many and infinite-
ly strong.

God Almighty, to whom we should give our hearts, is infi-
nitely worthy of them. Power and majesty fill us with rever-
ence gwe admire purity, justice and truth ; goodness and
compassion attract our love : then the great I AM, who posses-
ses all these certainly has claims upon us to adore him—to ad-
mire and love him, with our whole heart.

God is our Creator. At his command we were created.
He has given us bodies curiously and wonderfully made ; ad-
mirably furnished with various limbs and organs, all adapted
to some important use. He has given us souls, which aie ca-
pable 4f knowing, loving and enjoying their Creator : souls
which shall live forever ! And is there no motive in these to
cause us to give him our hearts! ?

God is our gracious Preserver ; and, on this aceount he
most justly claims our adoration, obedience and love. He
has supported and protected us ever since we had an ex-
istence. His care and protection follow us wherever we go.
He feeds and clothes us: his blessings are more numerous
than the moments of our lives ; his mercies are without num-
ber. And shall we with-hold our hearts from such a gracious
Preserver and kind Benefactor as this ¢ Shall (he many bles-
sings and privileges, which have strewed our pathway through
this unfriendly world, leave us unthankful and disobedient ¢

You ask for another argument. Then let the crowning
act of God’s mercy be told.—God so loved the world that he
gave his oNLY BEGOTTEN SoN, tifat whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”’ Gentie reader,
think, O think of the love of Jesus. Tbink of him extended
on a Roman cross between the heavens and earth, pouring out
his heart’s blood o purchase redemption for poor fallen man.
While viewing him thus, ean you appreciate his Love ? Then
believe on him with your heart, enter in through the strait
gale, obey his holy will and live foreyer.

How poor are all the objects and enjoyments of this world !
How iacapable of satisfying the immortal mind : Ask the rich,
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and the great of this world, if happiness is found with them ?
No ; happiness is not found here. Even the pleasures of
friendship, which are truly sweet and noble, fail, in many re-
spects, to satisfy us ! We love our friends ; but alas! how
often are we disappointed and forsaken by them : or if they
prove true, how short the period of enjoyment. Soon, per-
haps in an unexpected hour, death snatches them from us or
us from them. But O, delightful thought, there is a Friend
to whom if we give our hearts, we shall never be separated ;
a Friend who will never disappoint us ; a Friend, in whose
presence is fullnéss of joy ; and at whose right hand are pleas-
ures forever more.

The language of God to all mankind is, * Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart”” And again: listen
to the tender appellation at the head of this exhortation—
“ My Son,” then follows, ¢ give me thy heart.”’ And how
solemn and affectionate the command—‘¢ Remember now thy
Creator, in the days of thy youth.” And David, who spake
by theauthority of God, said, ¢ Come, ye children, heaken
unto me : I will teach you the fear of the Lord.” “Andagain
on one accasion he addressed his son Solomon thus: My
gon know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a
perfect heart, and with a willing mind.” Youthful reader,
these scriptural quotations show plainly that it is enjoined up-
on us and all mankind to give the heart to God—to believe on
him with the whole heart, and live in accordance with his ho-
ly will. O, that all mankind would so do ! Let us remem-
ber that God istinfinitely worthy of our hearts. As our Creator
he justly demands our service. As our Preserver he most
justly claims our warmest and hestaffections, ~As the supreme
Boverign and Ruler of the universe, he indispensably claims
our supre:ne, our earliest, and our constant regard—He so lov-
ed us, as to give his only Son to die for us; therefore we
should Jove him supremely.

Z. 8. H.

Wasnxeron, Ind., July, 1862.
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THE GOSPEL A BLESSING.

Ten thousand blessings, privileges “and enjoyments are de-
rived from the gospel of Christ. Through its power and influ-
ence the powers of evil falter and fail-——and mankind restored
to the favor of God, rejoice in freedom from the slavery of sin—'
exalted to true manhood and human excellence, prepared for the
glorious honorsand;blissful enjoyments of spiritual life. Men
have sought out many ways and systems of morality and philos-

ophy, by which to exalt themselves'and jothers to that degree
* of human excellence, equal to their estimate of human greatness
necessary to happiness,but all have failed. Theories, doctrines
and vain philosophies, opinions and scholastic theology have
been proclaimed as the gospel of Christ, the word of God be-
ing simply a text book upon which to base such theories. and
doctrines. But all have failed to convert the world ; and the
teachers of such theoties and opinions having exhausted their
energies and zeal in promulgating systems of religion power-
less in the regeneration of man, turned away from the word
of God to seek for light in their own hearts and minds, and
have preached a higher law, having its inception in the heart
or 1tellect, and from this notion they have established a system
or theory of inner-lightism, thus denying the word of God ;
and utrning to spiritualism and a vain philosophy have
preaclied the religion of reason, and other isms unknown to the
religion of Jesus which is alife and practice. The gospel be-
ing glad tidings of a Savior born, who should save men from
their sins, and regenerate the sons of men, and give them power
to conquor sin and live in holiness in harmony with the divine
life, which they being enabled to partake of unites them with
Jesus, and thus the religion of Christ is a life, and a practice ;
as man is fallen and depraved in his natural state, it requires a
power to change, 1enew and transform the heart and mind of
man, and thus enable him to live in harmony with his exalted
spiritual powers and in unity with Jesus, and that power is
the Holy Spirit; and hence the vanity of endeavoring to con-
vert mankind by theories, doctrines and systems of scholastic
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theology emanating from uninspired men convened in councils

and synods. The history of religion in the * dark ages,’ > will
convinee all of the immense evils arising from the departure
from the word of God. Then the way of salvation and a holy
life by Jesus was enshrouded in impenetrable mystery,and man-
kind in loosing sight of Christ lost the motive fora righteous
life and also the power to conform to the requirements of God,
and formalism prevailed in place of spiritual worship, and
mankind became hopelesslydepraved. But in later times we
behold the vivifying rays of the Sun of rightousness, in splen-
dor illuminating the darkened recesses of sin and ignorance,
and thousands yielding to its ‘genial power and beauty,
turnig away from the rudiments of the world and secta-
rian theories and doctrines, traditions of menand party Spirit,
and seeking life in Christ Jesus. And obeying His laws and or-
dinances in faith seeking the divine life,or spirit of Christ (by
which they may conquor sin and thus be exalted to the highest
degree of human excellence, holiness, truth and love. And wher-
ever rue religion prevails,there we find peace and happiness and
mankind elevated above the fleshly nature and its lusts, to that
exalted spiritual peace, happiness and enjoyments equal to the
gratification of all their spiritual cravings and aspirations, and
expanded capacities, released from the weight of gin and the
glavery it exacts. These facts are sufficient to commeund the
“true religion to all rational creatures, who viewing the perisha-
ble nature of all earthly things, yearn for unfading riches and
immortality beyond the rugged boundries of time. Sectarian the
ories, doctrines and traditions of men, with a party spirit which
they engender, are the poles apart from the religion of Jesus,
and necessarily throw a darkening cloud over the word of God,
and shut out the light of heaven,and leave men to wander in the
darkness of error and superstition,depending on personal merit,
the estimate of a proud feeling, and upon the belief that their
party is in ¢ the right,” or the vight party. But the believ-
¢r in Jesus, who in se]f—demal obeys Christ’s laws, seeking His
Spirit, is adopted into the family of God, and thus, elevated to
a new and heavenly relation,—he lives in unity withJesus, and
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in the practice of the pure and undefiled religion ; and-in the
exercise of renewed heart and expanded powers in the works
of pure benevolence, he grows in grace, and rejoices in freedom
from sin. And thus religion purifies, exalts, transforms and
renews the heart and spirit of man, and enables him to occu-
py & holy relation and unity with Jesus, of most felicitous im-
port, being an heir to imperishable riches, glory, honor and
immortality,and a sure inberitance, incorruptible and that fades
notaway. Dignity, grace and granduer all attach to the sons
of God in Christ, whose glory reflected on them, insures them
a bhappy influence, the most felicitous and auspicious for their
own elevation, happiness and enjoyment of all rational powers,
and spiritual aspirations,in harmony with the hope of immortal
glories, and for the accomplishment of noble works of pure be-
nevolence; allied to!the renovation and restoration of fallen
man to God’s favor. Inhope ofa bundant reward the noble mind-
ed christian, rises above the axtraneous events of time and
the wrecks of fortune, and rests in tranquil peace,in the serene
enjoyment of that spiritual happiness, arising from a purified
heart and ambition. And when amidst the shadows of death,
the faithful soul enters the dreary valley, faith, hope and love
like glittering stars, illume the departing spirit’s flight to the
realms of celestial light and glory, where the angels’ voice
of welcome assure the happy spirit of a rest in paradise.

The lovliness, beauty, sublimity and glory of the religion of
Jesusare beyond the highest estimate of the human mind, and
none but a true christian can appreciate the glories of godli-
ness, yetall can believe, repent and seek pardon in the institu-
tion of remission, even the smallest intellect can believe in the
love of God and in Jesus, and yield to the commands and ob-
tain the Spirit, when the glories of spiritual life will appear
in beauty sublime ; and then the purified soul will long to
fly awziy to the happy mansions, to meet the angelic hosts and

the saints from every land, who shall with palms in their hands
and glittering ¢rowns, shout the hearvest home, the battle

fought,the conflict ended the vietory won—-the reward—Ilife and
glory throughout eternal ages. W. W. STACY.
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CHARACTERS OF ELIJAH THE PROPHET AND
JOHN. THE BAPTIZER, AS GREAT REFORMERS.

The Christian(Chicago)Herold(more properly Presbyterian
Herald) extracts from the Journal and Messenger a very good
article on the ¢¢ Character of John as a reforming Teacher.”
which we propose here to add some to, extract from, and mod-
ify, in our own lauguage. We have heard the idea advanced
by atleast one of our preaching brethren, in a public discourse
that the Elijah, who appeared on the mount of transfiguration
with Moses, was really John the baptizer ; but we can see no
reason for such a supposition. It comes, we expect, from what
follows in that chapter. As Jesus, with his three disciples,
Peter James and John, were coming down from the mountain,
after the transfiguration, he charged them not to tell the vis-
ion to any man, until he had arisen from the dead. They then
asked him : ¢ Why then say the scribes, that Elias [Elijah]
must first come 7 The scribes taught, it seems—which they
must have gotten from Malachi’s prophecy—that the prophet
Elijah, the illustrious prototype of John, must really come
in person before the revelation of the Messiah to the Jew-
ish nation ; and as the disciples had seen him with Jesus on
the mount, they ask the Savior why the scribes faught such an
idea? Jesus replies to them, that he was to come first,
¢“and restore all things”’—restore the law to its real meaniny
and design, and reform the people—but thai he had come al-
ready, and they failed to reconize him, but done what they
would to him—put him to death—and that in the same man-
ner the Son of man should suffer of them, by being put to death.
We are then told : ¢ the disciples understood that he spake
unto them of John the baptizer.” There is nothing then in
all this, to warrant the idea that the Elijah, who apperaed on
the mount, was really John the baptizer. And it is remarka-
ble here, that the only two men besides the Savior, who fas-
ted forty days and nights, appeared here with him-——the one,
(Moses, ) the giver, and the other, (Elijah, ) the restorer, of the
Jewish law.
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John was to’come ¢¢in the power and spirit of Elijah,” as
a reformer. It is remarkable—and not so remarkable either,
when we notice the dealings of God with the human race, and
all the attendant circumstances—that all the great epochs of
the world have been distinguished by signal judgments and
visitations, on the one hand, against the wicked, and as signal

.aercies and salvations to the righteous ; so that every great
epoch of mercy has been one of vengeance! The salvation
of Noah and his family, and the destruction of the antediluvi-
ans by the Deluge, the emancipation of the Israelites from Egyp-
tian bondage,and the plagues upon Egypt and the destruction of
Pharaoh and his host : the Babylcnish captivity, with the re-
lease of the Jews from itand the downfall of Babylon : the
Gospel dispensation, with the escape of the Christians from
Jerusalem, and its destruction and that of the Jews, by the
Romans, are the strongly marked epochs of sacred history.
And so0 is and will be the overthrow and ruin of spiritual,
‘ mystery Babylon the great,”” with her daughters, grand-
daughters, and numerous progeny ! The overthrow, ruin and
dispersion of the Jews, was called by John, “ the- wrath to
come,” or, ¢ the impending vengeance ;" while the coming of
John, and the rising of the Sun of righteousness, were associ-
ated in prophecy, by Malachi, the last of the Jewish prophets,
with a day of vengeance and fiery indignation.

Jobn came as the harbinger of the Messiah, to announce the
reign of Christ, and prepare the Jewish nation for him. Asa
man, he was humble, self-denying and abstemious ; asa teach-
er, clear, forcible, and as a reformer, bold, undaunted, and
uneparing in his denuneiations of vice, crime and hypoc-
risy. Mild, conciliatory and accessible to the sincere, humble
and inquisitive ; he was inflexible, unaccommodating, and un-
yielding to the errors and prejudices of thetimes. While he

was a respecter of character, he was no respecter of persons ;
and while he adapted his teaching to the apprehensions and
capacites of his audiences, he reproved civil and ecclesiastic-
a! potentates ; commanded a general reformation of manners
and in religion ; and refused and rejected the proud, supercili-
ous and self-righteous.
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There is a striking paraflel between the” characters of John
and his great prototype, Elijah, in whose power and spirit he
came—a remarkable coincidence in their histories—in their
spirit, conduct and behavior.  Elijah lived much in the wilder-
derness, and frequented the Jordan ; and so didJohn. It was
there that the ravens fed Elijah ; and it was there the locusts
and bees administered to the wants of John. Elijah was
termed the troubler of Israel by the court party of the times,
and was banished by them ; John was a troubler of the court
party of his day, and was thrown into prison. Elijah reproved
wicked kings for their crimes ; and John rebuked the wicked
Herod for his enormities. Elijah was zealous for the honor of
the God of Israel ; bold, fearless and indefatigablein his ser-
vice ; sharp, fierce and unsparing in his oposition to the cor-
ruptions and wickedness of the people ; but affable and concil-
iatory to the humble, docile, and obedient. And we find that
John was actuated by a similar spirit. And the power of Eli-
jah was inestimable in its character, so was the energy of John.
In their reproofs there wasan air of severity, and in their ad-
dresges an unsparing keenness, that frowned down all opposition.
Both set their faces like flint against all hypoerisy and inigui-
ty ; and neither of them made any truce with the corruptions
of mankind. As the name of Elijah meant the power of God,
so the name of John imported the fuvor of God ; and as Elijah
declared the indignation of God againstthe wickefl and rebelli-
ous, so John declared the favor of God to the penitentand obe-
dient. They were,both reformers of one spirit, and of the same
people, at different periods of their history.

Such were the similar traits of character of these two great
reformers of the Jewish nation ; and such ever have been, and
ever must be, the prominent traits of character, the temper
and the spirit, of all real and useful reformers. Great moral
courage, boldness, independence of mind and character, unit-
ing zeal for the glory of God, and earnest, unaffected benev-
olence for men, are the essentials of a great reformer. As
the man who faints at the sight of blood, will make a poor
general ; so the man who lacks the nerve to oppose errors can
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never reform them. Although Melancthon, the cotemporary
of Luther,was greatly his superior in mind and learning,he was
inferior to these characteristics of the Reformer ; and one Luth
er was more puissant than a hundred Melancthons. Andthus
one Alexander Campbell is more puissant and effective as a
Reformer, than hundreds of John Wesleys. Many who have
the knowledge to make them good reformers, lack the bold-
ness and the courage to exposesin and error; while on the
other hand, thereare many who have the courage but lack
the knowledge or information ; and while the latter may be ac-
quired, it is but seldom that the former can be. A union of
the two are necessary to the character of a true reformer. Ref-
ormation is an arduous, an invidious, and often an unthank-
ful work ; but one that must e done. Men and things are
prone to deterioration ; and if there were no reformations, they
would become worse and worse until the world would cease to
exist !

With the exception of political Reformers, no Reformers
have ever lived to reap an earthly reward. If fame be a re-
ward, the fame and praise of the reformer are almost univer-
sally posthumous, and come after him, Our Savior, in saying
that ¢ a prophet is not without honor except in his own coun-
try and among his own kindred,’” has given us the reason.
Panl speaks of the righteous ancients who obtained a good
fame and a great reputation ; but it was not until after they
had died. The Greeks put the great moral philosopher,Socra-
tes, to death ; and afterwards lamented him, and erected his
stature !  Our Savior told the Jews that their fathers put the
prophets to death, and they built their sepulchers! All that
the Reformer may rationally promise to himself is reproach,
slander, persecution, or death, as the first fruits of his labors,
but all that is honorable an desireable is generally in long and
far distant reversion. The religious;Reformer must look to
heaven for his reward,

J. R, H.
Near Dv Quoin, Perry Co. Ill. July 5th, 1862,
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THE ANSWER OF ELD. JACOB CREATH TO ELD
D. T. WRIGHT’S LETTER OF JULY 10, 1862,

Bro. D. T. Wrigur—Dear sir: Your favor of the tenth
instant, accompanied with the first volume of the Christian Pi-
oneer bound as ““an humble expression of the kind and high
Christian regard in which I am held by you,” was received in
the due course of the mail and for which I tender you my
warmest thanks, and I highly appreciate it, not only for ite
own merit, but also for that pure and sincere christian
affection which prompted you to offer it to me. My reason for
not contributing to the Pioneer as usualis, I have been absent
from home, and was sick, and I have been poorly since my re-
turn home.

The present number willbe written on the question of chris-
tiaps communing with ¢ Devoted Paidobaptists,” with the
request that Bro. Franklin will transfer it to the Review.

CRHISTIANS COMMUNING WITH DEVOQTED PAI-
DOBAPTISTS. NO. IV.

One of the advocates of this ‘“informal communion ” prom-
ised sometime ago, to give us * apostolic precedent or precept
for thiskind of communion.” I have anxiously waited to see the
redemption of this promise,but have been disappointed hitherto.
I am still expecting the fulfillment of that promise, and while
waiting for that promise, I will narrate in this fourth number
of mine, all the apostolic precedents, all the thussays the Lord,
which I have seen from that side of the question. This I do
in all kindness and without one wrong feeling towards those
brethren. I do not wish nor intend to be more severe, than
a simple statement of the facts and truth will warrant.

The first « apostolic precedent ” on that side of the ques-
tion is the weight and authority of the Christian Baptist. The
second precept is, the letter to the Lunenburg Sister, in 1837.
The third is, what has been our custom ? The fourth prece-
dent is, the Rice Debate. The fifth is the M. Harbinger, with
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the present editors. Thesixth precedent is, unless ¢ devoted
paidobaptists ” are admitted to the Lord’s Table, the Church of
God hasfailed. The seventh precedent is, unless the ¢ devo-
ted paidobaptists ” commune with christians, all the great ones
will be lost; such as the Luthers, Calvins, Wesleys, Whitfields,
Edwardses, and Dwights, Eighth precept, unless they’com-
mune with christians, we shall loose their money and sym-
pathy. Ninth apostolic precedent, unless we go into this ¢ in
formal comunion,” all the Indians, idiots and infants will be
lost. I will not at present, enumerate any more of the prece-
dents on that side of the question, but leave the balance of these
precepts for some other brother, or for another occasion.

The sophisms offered for this ¢ informal communion ”—that is
that God has made no provision for the grand Apostasy in the
Scriptures,but we must do it,we must supply the defect,we must
apply the broad and liberal principles, genius and spirit of chris-
tianity to this apostasy. It seems to me,that these are the same
arguments that are offered for every branch of the apostasy;
such as popery,episcopacy, the mass, infant baptism, et cetera.
It is as much as to say, that God did not provide for these
great and devoted paidobaptists, but he ought to have done it,
and we will supply the deficiency. The truth is, it is only an
untaught question, and only genders strife, contention and un-
godliness as the apostle Paul has said. Our path is plain to
follow the apostolic congregations in their faith and practice,
in this and in all other cases. Where they stop, let us stop ;
where they go, let us follow them, but no further.

All the false religions on earth were introduced under the
shadow of great names. All the errors in the true religions
were, "as Peter says, received by tradition from our fathers,
1 Peter i. 18, 19. Under the patriarchal dispensation, see what
the conduct of Judah, Abraham and Jacob did in introducing
polygamy among the eastern nations. How much did the con-
duct of David, Solomon and other kings do towards the ex-
tensive circulation and propagation of this sin among the Jews
and other nations! Who can calculate the influence which
Aaron’s conduct had in introducingand. perpetuating idolatry
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among the Jews to this day, by his creating that golden calf,
All the errors in popery were slowly, slyly and impercepta-
bly introduced like so0 many small stream s, until these streams
formed a mighty current, which swept away all good men who
attempted to withstand this current.

The followers of all these. great paidobaptists are this day,
sticking fast in the flaws where their founders left them. They
are not one mile from these ¢“ sloughs of Despond,” where they
were left. All Luther’s followers are yet sticking fast in faith
alone. Calvin’s, in eternal decrees and predestination, total de-
pravity,special operations, and ¢ perseverance,” ; and Wesley’s,
in the Discipline, and all of them are fast set in infant
sprinkling. When the present actors in the great drama
of this mighty movement of the nineteenth century, shall have
passed off the stage of human existence, then the next ac-
tors on the stage will have this informal communion to grapple
with, to carry as they journey. ¢ Tall oaks from little acorns
grow.” Theold divines said it was bestto cut the serpent’s
head off as soon as he put it through the hole, lest he draw in
his entire body. I have some experimental knowledge of the
difficulty of combatting human authority, in matters of relig-
ion, having been a public actor in this great movement from
its commencement until now. It isjustas difficult to wrest
errors from men which they Lave received as truths, as it is
truth itself.

One reason among others, why all men should be brought
to the Bible alone as the standard of religious truth is, that
when it came from the haund of God, it contained the truth
without any mixture of error, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth. Aud the reason why all men should be required
to give apostolic precept or precedent for their religious acts is,
it is a safe Tule, it ties men down to it is written.—What says
the scrtpture ? how readest thou? what did Moses and the
prophets say on this subject ?  What did Christ and the apos-
tles teach on this subject ? There is no danger in all this. We
have worked by this rule for nearly forty years, and it has
worked well ; we have prospered almost unprecedentedly
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under its operations. Let us not depart from it my christian
brethren, in this dark hour of our national trial. Let us not
cast away our sheet-anchor in these stormy seas and seasons.
Let us carry the ark of the Lord erect before us as in the days
of yore, when the Dagons and the Baals fell before us—when
we sung who is like unto thee, O Lord : who is like unto thee,
Glorious in holiness, fearful in praises doing wonders. Let
us not fall out by the way.—Let us love as brethren, be pit-
eous, be courteous, bear and forbear, and forgive, and let us
push ahead. Glory, honor, immortality and eternal blessed-
ness awaits us. '
J. CREATH.
—_—— -
“ MISSOURI” TO ‘“ ONE OF THE MEN.”

Eps. Provger : The July number of the Pioneer is received,
in which I find a note from ¢ One of the Men,” calling upon
me to correct the *“ misconception of the status of come of the
brethren named in reply to Pioneer Vindicated.”—To do this
is certainly one of the objects I had in view ; butanother ob-
ject sought to be accomplished is, to satisfy the demand made,
by a portion of the brotherhood, for the name of the author.
An evidence of this ‘“misconception” was to be furnished
upon the condition that the ‘¢ alledged” author should avow
his name. My article concludes thus: ¢ If, however, one
of them did write it, let him say so, and the pledge will be re-
deemed, if thought necessary, to show that he has misrepre-
sented some brethren, or, that they are inconsistent with
their former record.” It may not bean act of courtesy to ask
the brother to avow his name, when he has stated that it is
*¢ with-holden from the public for reasons that are his (my)
own.” Why the author should wish to conceal his name, ¢an
only be guessed at. He made certain statements concerning
brethren, purporting to be facts. I am satisfied that he has,
in his zeal, unintentionally, spoken ¢ without the record.”
With commendable spirit, he promises to correct any mistake
made by him, if pointed out. That it can be done, is not a mat-
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ter of doubt, and certainly it would be another manifestation
of Christian spirit, to acknowledge his mistake if convinced of
it, over his name. If this is not done, tbere will lurk around
the minds of some, a painful suspicion that he is not disposed
to do that which many brethren conceive to be his duty.

The paper is prepared to prove his ¢ misconception,” and
without the condition is complied with, may never be before
the public.—1I reserve this discision, however, to myself. I
may have in my mind the reasons entertained by the brother
for with-holding his name ; if I am right in my surmises, I
may, so far as the paper alluded to is concerned, yield my con-
victions to durn it

MISSOURIL
——
A KIND LETTER.

Dzar Bro. Howarp: I take my pen in hand to drop you
a few lines, hoping the same will come to hand and find you
well. I feel it to be my duty to return you my most sincere
thanks for the kind favor bestowed on me by you, in sending
me your valuable paper. I pronounce it a valuable work, and
it should be read and practiced by all our brethren, especially
in these times of trouble. T will bevery glad to get the chance
to read it as often as possible, to cheer up my feelings in time
of trouble. May the good, Lord long spare you, and unfold to
your mind the unsearchable riches of the glorious gospel of
our Savior, and that your valuable Pioneer may spread far
and wide, and be an instrument in the hand of God in doing
much good. If there ever was a time that called for sound
apostolic preaching and sound argumenis, certainly now is
the time, when we look around and see that the love of many is
waxing cold, and that many bave become bewildered on politics
and lost sight of christianity ! O that God’s people would fear
him and love one another, and send up their prayers to our
God that he would smile from keaven upon us, and bring about
arestoration in our Nation once more—that in the place of
wars and tumults, we may ounce more have peace and union.
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* * * Bro. Howard, when it goes well with you,
pray for me! Iwill be glad to still receive the Pioneer, and
will try to reccompense you for it.
Your most unworthy brother in the gospel,
JOHN A. SMITH.
Brunswick, Mo., July 22, 1862.

———
PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL,

DEar Bro. WrigaT: Since I wrote you, I held a meeting
at Mount Pleasant of four days, and had 5 accessions ; and
two meetings at Mount Gilead, Bro. J. O. White assisted me
in one of the meetings, and had 3 additons at each meeting ;
making in all, 11 since my last.

As ever, yours in hope,
J. D. WILMOTT.

Howard County, Mo., July 21, 1862.

DEar Bro. Wricar: Oun Friday before the third Lord’s
day in last month, I took Bro..John Smith of Ky., who is now
here on a visit to see his daughter, to Lick Creek in Ralls Co.,
where I preach regularly. By previous arrangement Bros,
Wilkes of Hannibal and Wilson of Paris were there. Brethren
Brooks, Ford, Brown, Coons and Jackson, all preachers, came
in during the meeting. I left with Bro. Smith, the follow-
ing Tuesday evening, to meet an appointment in Boone Co.
When we left, there had been nine additions. Bro. Wilkes and
several other preachers continued the meeting till over the next
Lord’s day and closed, Ihave heard with twenty accesions.
It was a very rare and interesting meeting in these days of
religious declension and dearth. Brotherly love and kind-
ness obtained in the whole large religious family which met
there daily from its commencement to its close.

We went to Redtop, Boone Co., on Saturday the 29th ult.,
and remained till Monday evening where we had two additions.
Bros. T. M. Allen and D. Davis met with us there and contri-
buted largely to the interest and usefulness of the occasion.
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On Lord’s day the number in attendance was thought to be
the largest seen there in twenty five years. Beldom do two
such veterans of the cross as Bros. Smith and Allen, favor a
religious meeting with their presence and services at the same
time. The former is now near seventy eight years ofage. I
have known him well for forty years, and I can perceive very
little, if any abatement in his mental vigor. His ¢ outer man™
looks remarkably well, while his spirit isas cheerful and buoy-
ant as one in his teens.
Fratenally yours,
W. J. MASON.
Mgzx1co, Mo., July 15, 1862.

BeLovep Bro. Wrient : I have just arrived at home, hav-
ing spent four Lord’s daysas follows : The third Lord’s day
in last month at Orleans. Owing to our appointment not reach-
ing there, we did not getavery large hearing. We spoke twice
on Lord’s day, and at 4 o’clock on Monday. We had a very
interesting meeting, one united from the Baptist. From here
we went to Elm grove, and spent the fourth Lord’s day in com-
pany with Bro. Hartly. Here we had truly an interest-
ing meeting. There were ten confessions, seven of them
were immersed, and one of the other threejwas hindered by
her parents and friends ; the other two were not prepared.
From here, I went to Bloomfield, the residence of Bro. Hart-
ly, and delivered four discourses to the brethren. We had
a good hearing and there was quite an interest manifested ;
three united that had been immersed. My next appointment,
for the first Lord’s day in this month, was at Orleans again,
I preached at 4 o’clock on Saturday and twice on Lords day ;
one more united from the Baptist. By request I went at night
and preached at an old sister Davis’, a widow who had a son
that had just returned from the army. He is in the last stage
of consumption, and he desired to be immersed before he left
this world. On Monday morning at 8 o’clock, there was a
good audience met. We delivered a short discourse, and then
conveyed the young brother to the water in my buggy, and
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by the assistance of one of the elders, we carried him into the
water where I immersed him. It was truly an effecting scene,
I never witnessed one moreso. Praised be thy name, O Lord.
Letall that is within me praise the name of God. O ! that
men every where, would praise the name of the Lord.
R. GARRIOTT.
ALB1a, Iowa, July 9, 1862,

—_—m———

For the Pioneer.
HOPE

BY J. H., HEADINGTON.

Ob blessed hope! Thou gift divine,
Thou bright and radiant star,

On me let all thy beauty shine,
Bid darkness speed afar.

Thou in the worldjof thought and mind,
Art center, soul and sun,

The source of light and joy refined,
Eternal life begun.

Transparent beauty gilds thy brow,
Thy head with life is crowned H
Upon thy cheek is resting now
A charm that’s seldom found.

3
Thou art the Eden of the mind,
The floweret of the soul,
And do’st the broken heart rebind,
Do’st sorrows waves control.

Hope is the diamond chain hung out,
From the most holy place,

And linked to every soul devout,
An anchor sure, and safe.

“ By Hope we’re saved”—3o spake old P aul
By inspiration taught,

Saved from that death of sin and thrall,
That death with misery fraughi.

The hope of life—of thee I sing,
Of lite beyond the grave,
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Where Jesus reigns—the Lord and King,
‘Who died the world to save,

Oh glorious hope ! my soul inspire
With fervor, love divine,

And when I’m done with earth and time,
Be hope’s fruition mine.

In Christ alone there’s hope of life,
His blood alone can save,

He overcame this world of strife,
The darkness of the grave.

Then to my Savior let me cling,
My hopes on him recline
And laud his praises: let me sing
Of love, and truth divine.
Moro, Illinois, June 7th, 1862.
——— A ——
For the Christian Pioneer.

A MOTHER’S LAMENT.

Lines on the death of Miss CLavsELLAe V. Howarbp,only daughter of
Elder John R. Howard, who died on the 5th of March, 1862, on her birth-
day, when 14 years of age.

By Mzs. E. J. ALEXANDER.

And sheis gone, our fair, but fragile flower!
Called in the spring-time of her life to die;

To fold its trembling, half expanded petals,
To bloom beneath a more congenial sky !

From earth’s rude, bitter storms, now safely shielded—
From autumns blast, from winter’s chilling blight—
God hatn transplanted our sweet immortelle
To grace the garden of his mansions bright !

In“pure white linen ” of the saints apparelled—
Washed from all sinning in a Savior’s blood !1—

The fevered thirst, the painful temples throbbing,
All passed away beneath the smile of God !

Her voice attuned, its silv’ry tones are swelling
The grand old music of that wondrous song!
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And to my ear its rich melodious cadence;
Surpass in sweetness all the choral throng !

Beside the gate of pearl I hope to find her,
Waiting my pasage o’er the darksome rill t—

Each feature radiant with seraphic beauty!—
A glorious angel, but my derling still !

Oh, Imay hope, her ever presenl spirit

Divines my thoughts, and counts the tears I shed ;
And even now doth hold her high commission,

To keep her watch around my sleeping bed !

Then, still my heart, thy vain, rebellious murmurs !
Cease, cease, fond nature, to deplore her loss ;
And lean in faith upon that Savior’s bosom,
Who bore for thee the anguish of the cross !

To him alone belongs consoling power,
Who tears affection’s tenderest cords apart!
Who, when ’tis right prepares the healing balsam,
And binds it gently to the suf’ring heart!

With all a Father’s love He waits the hour,
To give the cordial to my fainting soul ;
When weary of this vair. and fearful struggle,

I yield submissive to his sweet control !

Then I shallfind a “joy in tribulation ! ”

A “light in darkness,” never seen before !—
A golden earnest of the hliss of heaven !

A passing vision of the  shining shoie!?

Near Papvcan, Kv. March, 1862,

e e
OB1TUARIES.

DerarTED this life on the 8th day of. April, 1862, at the residence of her
Son-1n-law, J. 8. Longacre, Near Paris, Henry county, Teun , Mrs.
Nancy C.James, wife of Amos James Esq.,aged 63 years,9 months and 6
days. Mrs. James was born July 2ud, 1798, in Sullivan county, East Tenn,
Being deprived of her mother when an infant, she was taken by her grand-
parents to Middle Tenn., with whom she remained until 1811, when her
grandmother died. She then returned to East Tenn. and lived with her
father, who had married again, until her marriage, which occurred Oct.
13th, 1818. She joined the Presbyterian Church at Blountville, Tenn. and
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remained a pious and exemplary member of that church until A. D. 1850,
when she became a member of the Missionary Baptist Church, at Paris,
Tenn. of which she was a member at the time of her death, She lived
to seeall her children grown and married, and all professed followers of
Crrist. For two years past she had been in feeble health, and was often
heard to say that she would soon have to exchange the turmoils and per-
plexities of life, for the peace of a brighter world, and that her husband
and children would have no cause to mourn her departure. She died of
Pluretic Pneumonia, after an illness of 8 days. Her patience and fortitude
during her illness were characteristic of her life. She was calm and
quiet to the last. The day before her desolution, shethoughtshe would
be able to return home in a day or two, and none thought her dangerous
uutil the morning of her death when her physician pronounced her case
incuriable, and her spirit took its flight at 11. 30, A. M.

As a wife she was faithtul and attentive, a devoted mother, kind neigh-
bor and a strict, but indulgent and kind mistress. She was an example
of neatness, modesty and order, and to a distressed family we would say,
1o weep is natural and proper, for our Savior was often seen to weep.
He wept at the grave of Lazarus. Not to be affected at such dispensations
of Providence, is to despise ¢ the chastening of the Lord.”” To abandon
ourselves to sorrow, is to faint when rebuked of him. When under such
afflictions, let us sorrow, but not as those who have na hope, but look for-
ward to the great day of the Lord, when we shall be re-unitied around
the Throne of the Lamb never to be separated.

¢ We have no home but Heaven,
A pilgrim garb we wear,

Our path is marked by changes
And strewed with many a care

We have no home but heaven, .
We want no home beside,

O God, our friend and father,

Our footsteps thither guide.”

July 15th, 1862.

Diep—In Bourbon County, Kansas, June the 4th, 1862, of Typhoid
fever, after an illness of nineteen days, Miss Rebecca King. She confessed
her faithin the Lord Jesus Christ and put him .on by baptism, about three
years ago, 1n this (Grundy) County, under the labors of bro. Wm. M.
Downing. Sometime after that, she removed with her parents to Kansas,
and, as there was no christian congregation convenient to her, she held
her membership with a congregation of the Baphsts where she remained
a pious and devoted christian up to her death, She was dearly beloved
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and highly esteemed by all who knew her. A few minutes before she
died, she raised her eyes to her father who was setting on her bedside,
and looked with along and steady gaze as though she knew it was the last
time she would ever see him on earth 5 he asked her if she knew him,
she smiled and nodded her head. She then cast her eyes around the bed,
on all who were present, and smiled as though she was only meeting her

friends at chureh, then raised her eyes towards heaven and closed them
in death, :

May God grant that the parents and friends of the decased may be en-
abled to bear up under this sad bereavement and remember that their joss
is her eternal gair}, and may they endeavor to meet herin heaven.

Dearest sister, thou hast left us,
- Here thy loss we deeply feel,
But ’tis God that hath bereft us,
He can all our sorrows heal.

B. M. FORD.
Grundy Co., Mo., July 14, 1862,

——— e

THE RIGHTEOUS.
“ Being dead, he yet speaketh.”

Although death has silenced his tongue, and hushed the
pulsations of his noble heart, he still lives, and will, by the
mysterious but potent influence of his life, continue to mould
society for generations to come. Enshrined in the affections
of those to whom he gave existence, the virtues of his life will
be. incorporated in theirs, and perpetuated by their children,
and will form a part of that moral power which is to regenerate
mankind and illumine the world until time and eternity blend.
The good never die ! Their names are linked with virtue,
and virtue is imperishable ! As the vessel which glides through
the ocean raises waves that will break upon the farthest shore,
so the passage of a good man trough this world will make in-
fluences which will live through all time, and, passing on into
the spirit land, will vibrate in the raptures of the redeemed
while the music of eternity lasis. All that we have loved in
a father we will recall at his grave, and lessons long forgotten
will rise up in all their beauty and potency, to command our
souls and to control our lives. Every visitation to his tomb
will strengthen the purpose, and furnish fresh incentives, to
walk in the footsteps of him whose * hoary head was a crown
of glory, because it was found in the way of righteousness.
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Youne Genrremes : It gives me pleasure tqknow, that,
hitherto, the cup of your national enjoyments has been full, ev-
en to overflowing. Surrounded as you were, while at home,
with kind friends and all the elevating and refining influences
of Christian civilization, the scenes of your childhood and
youth were pleasant and beatifying in the extreme.

Nor has it been otherwise since you entered the University,
Here, you have daily basked in the sunlight of science ; and
quenched your thirst at fountains of knowledge,purer and deep-
er, than any of which Homer ever sung or Arcadia ever boast-
ed. At one moment, you have gratified your curiosity in the
laboratory of nature. You have there seen with infinite satis-
factionand delight, those skillful operations by which the Master
Chemist converts the dingy charcoal into (he sparkling dia-
mond : and the amorphous offensive compost into all the loveli-
ness and fragrance of those rich and beautiful flowers, that now
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adorn our gardens and our landscapes. Andso you have, fu
like manner, passed through each of the other Departments.
At one time, guided with unerring certainty by the principles
of Mathematics, you kave followed the comet inits flight,'and
beheld with wonder and amazement the sublime and stupen-
dous mechanism of the universe. At another, you have list-
ened to the songof the Ancient Muses ; or to the ne less charm-
ing numbers and melody of a Milton, a Dryden, a Cowper,
or a Thompson. And again you have beheld, with Moses,
the Promised Land from the top of Pisgah ; or standing on
the mount of transfiguration, you have seen the king in his
beauty, and felt with Peter, James, and Folin, that ¥t was good
for vou to be there.

Under such influences, ybu have perhaps wished with Dan-
1el Webster, that you had several lifetimesat your disposal, so
that you might devote at least one of them te the studies of
each Department. Or perhaps you have rather wished with
some of the ancient philosophers, that you had a capacity suf-
ficiently great and compreheusive to carry on simultaneously
the various studies of all the Departments.

But such apower of investigation does not belong to man.
Thereis indged one eye,that perceivesat once this vast universe,
in all the extent and variety of its being, its attributes, and its
relations : but the human eye is limited in the range of its
distinet vission, to a singleatom. There is an ear that hears
every sound, from the whispers of the gentle zephyr to the roar

f the mighty cataract; from the;mest refined and delicate notes
of the harp of Aolus, to the thunder of Atnaand Chimborazo :
but the human ear is utterly bewildered a midst this endless va-
riety of intonations. Distinctness of perception requires, that
it, like the-eye, should be directed exclusively to one object.
There is a mind that comprehends at once all the realities and
possibilities of things, celestial, terrestrial, and infernal : but
the human mind bas no such range and power of thought.
It never reasons and speculates, at the same time, on Maihemat-
ics and Metaphisics ; oron the laws of language and the mo-
tions of the planets. There is a heart, that, at the same instant,
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sympathizes with the whole creation ; but the human heart is
supremely occupied with but one object. It cannot serve both
God and Mammon. No matter how pure or how perverted it
may be ; in either case, it will ever gravitate towards some one
darling object, as the sun and centre of all its emotions, its af-
fections, and its desires.

And hence it follows of necessity, that every man is by na-
ture and edwcation she subject of some one Ruling Principle,—
some one governing and controlling motive which serves to give
character and direction to thought, and every word, and every
action, and every purpose of his life. And this is just as true of
societies as it is of individuals. Every nation and every other
association beneath the héavens, has its Ruling Principle,—its
dynamic and controlling element. Indeed this is a law of the
created universe. Material nature is itself but a unit : one vast
stupendous scheme, subject to the one principle of gravitation,
and moving in awful sublimity and ineffable grandeur around
one single pointin the blue ifinite. Homer was not therefore
far astray, when he sung of

¢ That golden everlasting chain,
Which in its stroug embrace, holds Heaven,and Earth, and main.”
Nor does Pope far transcend the license conceded to poets,.
when he represents )
“ All as but parts of one stupendous whole,
Whose body nature is, and God the soul.”

It does not follow, however, from tliese premises, as some:
might infer, a priori, that either all men or all nations are gov-
erned by one and the same Ruling Principle. This may be
true of all the higher orders of creation ; and we know_that it
certainly is true of all the lower:- at leasi of those thatinhab~
it this world. - Every species of aunimal on Earth, inferior to
man, has its Ruling Principle, which is also the Ruling Princi-
pleof each of the many individuals that composeit. The ru-
ling instinet of the beaver, for example, is the same, in all
countries, wherever it is found : and so also is that of the lion,
and the eagle, and the vulture. These areallin their natural
state ; and they are governed by those principles and impuls-
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es, that God has himselfiraparted to their respective speocies.

But man is in a preternatural or fallen state. The golden
chain of humanity has been broken. And hence it is, that
most men are wandering about, as sheep without a shepherd:
" some pursuing one phantom, and others following after some-
thing else that isequally visionary. Epicurus, for example,
earnestly pursued pleasure as his chief good ; Alexander was
governed by ambition ; and Nero was a slave to his animal
appetites. And just soit is with nations. One government
has found the Ruling Principle in filial piety ; a second, in the
love of country ; a third, in the Divine right of kings ; while
a fourth has diseovered it in the ¢ vox popuh, vox Dei.”’

To reunite then the broken flaorments of humanity ; to re-
store to each power of the human mind, its appropriate place
and influence ; to make what was the original Ruling Princi-
ple of the species, the Ruling Principle of each individual ;
and especially, to make 1t the rule of our condudt, and the
guide of our lives, is evidently a desideratum of the very first
importance. , On this, depends our usefulness; and on this,
is, in a great measure, suspended our happiness, as well as the
happiness and destiny of our race.

But what is this principle? What should be the Ruling
Principle of every individual, and of every community on earth?
—on this question, I am sorry tosay, mankind are very much
divided. True indeed, there i8 here a very general nominal a-
greement among all classes of persons. They all call it the prin-
ciple of rectitude or right. The Christian and the infide] ;
the enlightened statesman and the unprincipled demagogue ;
the Son of Temperance and the Son of Bacchus, all agree,
that every man, under any and all circumstances, should do
what is right.

Bus then the question may be asked, What is right 2 And
it is on this question, that the opinions of even the most dis-
tinguished philosophers of all ages and of all nations, differ so
widely.

Perhaps then it is due to you, young gentlemen, and to
my subject, as well as to these learned representatives of
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mankind, that we should hear what they have to say on this
very important and interesting theme. But as it would oc-
cupy too much of our time to hear them individually, we
must, for the present, be satisfied with a very brief notice
of the fundamental dogmata of the different schools.

And first in order, is that class of philosophers, who deny,
that there is any moral quality in actions: that any thing is
either morally right or morally wrong. They concede indeed,
that there are right lines in Geometry: and some of them,
would, in the plenitude of their liberality, even admit that
every man hasa right hand, a right foot, and a right eye. But
a right head has no place in their philosophy : and a right
heart, they have always regarded as a mere visionary phan-
tom of those who are so senseless as to believe the testimony
of their senses; who are so irrational as to credit the plainest
dictates of reason ; and who are so blinded by the prejudices of
education and the delusions of early impressions, that they
would rather follow the sunlight of Divine Revelation, than
the ¢ ignis fatuus ”” of heathen mythology, or the empty dreams
of scholastic philosophy.

First and prominent among this class of philosophers, are
the Pantheists ; whose fundamental doectrine is, that God is
the only being and real agent in the universe. Or asitis
very briefly and laconically expressed in the Hindu system of
philosophy, ¢¢Brahma alone exists i every thing else is an
illusion.” From this assumption, there is buta step to the con-
clusion, that all pretended moral destinctions, between 1‘ig1ft
and wrong are mere illusions, and that they cannot, and do
not, exist in Brahma.

But this conclusion is rather too abstract, or as its advocates
would say, rather too philosophical for common minds. It
1s conceded even by the most skeptical, that good and evil of
some kind, al least, continually exist in us, and through us,
and all around us. And the question very naturally arises,
whether these real entities may not, in some cases, have a
moral character or quality, as most persons of plain unsophis-
ticated minds have generally supposed.
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Whether this is so or not, it is alleged by some, depends en-
tirely on the origin of good and evil. Andhence philosophy
has long been occupied with the solution of this question.
But hitherto she deposes nothing cerlainly concerning it.
So at least Voltaire informs us. Having carefully examined all
the ancient and modern theories and speculations on this sub-
ject, he states as the result of his investigations, that ¢ The
problemof good and evil remains an inexplicable chaos to all
candid inquirers.” This, I presume to say, is an honest con-
clusion, legitimately drawn from Voltaire’s premises.

Butall are not so willing and so ready to confess their igno-
rance, as the French philosopher. Speculative minds must ac-
count for the origin of good and evil, in some way. And
hence the fable of Pandora’s box which looks to the first trans-
gression of the human race. Hence too the conceit of some of the
Gnostic theorists, that God made the universe through the
imperfect agency and instrumentality of the lowest angels.
And hence also the Dualistic hypothesis of some of the ancient
Persians, Egyptians, and other Oriental nations : the leading
idea of which is, that man is an emanation from a double
principle or divinity, ihe Ormuzd and the Ahriman, for exam-
ple ; the good and the evil : that he is a mere pendulum, vi-
brating, not as Byron says, between a smile anda tear ; but
between two aniangonistic forces, which effectually destroy
all freedom of thought, all freedom of will, and all freedom of
action ; and consequently, all distinctions between the moral
qualities of action:—

~—wm———*¢ binding the will
By God left free, lo unconditional
Unreasonable fate.’

So for our philosopheis proceed on the hvpothesis, that
there is, or at least that there may be a epiritual system.
But all men have not this faith. Materialism is a very old
and preyalent system of philosophy. Anaximanderand Anax-
amines, the successors of 'Thales in the Ionic school of philoso-
phy, laid the foundation of this species of Atheism in Greece.
Afterwards it wag more fully developed and illustrated by Leu-
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cippus and his facetious disciple, the laughing Democritus. And
to the same school may be referred Epicurus of Samos,Helve-
tius of Paris, Volney of Brittany, Hobbes of Malmesbury, and
very many other philosophers of minor fame in the world of
speculation.

These too had each his own distinguishing peculiarities.
Leucippus and Democritus, for example, were the first prom-
inent Grecian supporters of the Atomic Hypothesis, the origin
of which is by Posidonius ascribed to Moschus the Phenician.
They maintained that throughout space, there existed from all
eternity, an indefinite number of separate and distinct atoms,
each one of which was endowed with the faculty of motion ;
and that by the fortuitons concourse of these, were formed
the Earth, and the Sun, and the Moon, and the Stars, with
all their rich and varied tenantry. Helvetius and others rath-
er inclined to the Development Hypothesis ; affirming that
man is cnly an improved species of the monkey family ; and
that his more perfectly developed thumb isthe main thing that
distinguishes him from the ourang-outang.

But these minor differences were of no great importance,and
had but little influence on the moral tendencies of their res-
pective theories. In general, the Materialists as a class, by deny-
ing man’s spirtual existence, come to the same conclusion con-
cerning right, that the Pantheists do, by making the universe
God, and God the universe ; and that the Dualists do, by their
two antagonistic forces. It is true, that many of this school
do not avow this ultimatum ; and some of them even protest
against it, as an illogicial sequence, not necessarily resulting
from their premises. Butall such protestations are vain. For as
Democritus said,  If there is nothing but sensations in man,
and nothing but atoms in the universe, thenindeed it is im-
possible to conceive of the right and the wrong in a moral
gense. Morality can be nothing but a calculation of enjoy-
ments, just as the soul is a combination of sensations, and just
ag the universe isa combination ofatoms.” Or as some of the
Syrian philosophers afterwards taught,—¢ If there is no other
God than material nature; then it follows, that there is no
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other religion than pleasure ; and no other right, than the
right of the strongest.”

This then may suffice for all the skeptical schools of philos-
ophy. For I presume we will all agree with Cowper, that.

“ Howe’er ingenius on his darling theme,

A skeptic in philosophy may seem ;

Reduced to practice, his beloved rule

Would only prove him a consumate fool.

Useless alike in him both brain and speech,
Fatehaving placed all truth abovehis reach.

His ambiguities, his total sum ;3

He might as well be blind, and deaf, and dumb.”

Letus therefore now hear the second class of philosophers,
on this very important question. These all agree, that there
15 in all human voluntary actions, something that is virtuous'or
vicious ; something that renders them morally right or moral-
ly wrong. But on the question, in what 'this moral element
consists ; whether it is a property, or an accident, or some-
thing else, they, like the members of the first class, are very
much divided. By omitting, however, for the present, minor
differences, we may classify them all under one or other of two
schools : the Selfish and the Disinterested. These both com-
prehend many great and good men: sages in philoso phy, as
well as in every other department of literature and science.

Perhaps the most distinguished moralist of the Selfish School,
is Archdeacon Paley, whose well known work on Ethics, was
for many years used as a text-book, in some of the best insti-
tutions of learning on both sides of the Atlantic. We shall
therefore let him speak first both for himself and also for his
brethren in the faith. *Virture,” then, says this very profound
writer, ¢“isthe doing good to mankind, in obedience to the will
of God for the sake of everlasting happiness.’” Tothe same
effect, is the testimony of Locke, Law, Tucker, Hartley, and
many others of the same School. In his Essay on the Human
Understanding, a work of twenty years profound study, Locke
says, ¢ The idea of right and wrong is radically nothing but
the idea of happiness or misery, attatched to the observance or
infraction of some maxim proposed as a rule or law: that is
to say, to the idea of reward or punishment.
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Acording then to these able representatives of the Selfish
School, the end of all virturg is simply to avoid puniskment,
and to secure for ourselves everlasting happiness. But this,
young gentlemen, is selfishness; pure unmingled selfish-
ness. And the man who makes this the object or Ruling
Principle of his life, will of necessity soon become an ex
tremely selfish person. No, it is not true, that happiness
should be our being’s end and aim. Some higher motive
than this, must lead our affections away from self, and place
them on Him who is the unwasting fountain of all that is pure
and good ; or, like the licentious Rousseau, we will soon make
self thestandard of perfection, and conclude with him, that
whatever we feel to be right isright ; and whatever we feel to
be wrong is wrong.

The Disinterested School of morals next claims our atten-
tion. This is by far the purest and most distinguished of all
the schoolg, whether ancient or modern. The names of Cud-
worth, Cumberland, Wollaston, Clarke, Butler, Hutcheson,
Smith, Reid, Stewart, Brown, Coleridge, Mackintosh, Ham-
ilton and Whewell are sufficient to recommend to our favorble
consideration, any school with which they stand connected.
These philosophers all concede that to be right, which is
in harmony with the will of God ; and that to be wrong, which
is contrary to his will. And so far, their reasoning is all very
just, TForas God’s nature is the constitution of the universe ;
50 his will, or rather the expression of his will, is to us ‘the
standard of all that is right, and just, and good. But in attemp-
ting to ascertain what the will of (od is, all these philosophers,
without exception, depend too much and too exclusively on the
dim light of nature. This is the great and.common error of the
school. And against this error, you will have to be constant-
ly on your guard,while consulting their otherwise valuble and
instructive writings.

< For self to self,and Ged to man revealed,
Are themes to Nature’s eye forever sealed.”

The truth is, that nature never was a full and perfect ex-

ponent of either the Divine will or of the essential elements of
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morality. Even in its primitive state, nature was but litile
more than a shadow of the reality. And certainly it is even
less now, sinceall its flickering *rays of light, come to us,
through a false and sin:perverted medium.

It was always a difficult task, to read on their brick and
marble columns, the signs, and symbols, and hieroglyphics of
the ancient. But 1t is far more difficult to do this now, when
these artificial characters lie scattered among the mouldering
ruins of wasted cities and fallen empires, And justso it is
with the natural exponents of the Divine will, and of man’s
relations to the spiritual and moral universe. In the golden
age of humanity, when all was peace, and light, and love in
Edens’ holy bowers, these natural symbols may have indica-
ted much to the truly educated mind, that was accustomed to
look up through nature to nature’s God. But now, all is chang-
ed. The world isa fallen temple : and bumanity itself is but a
heap of ruins. To gather up, then, and to read just the scat-
tered leaves and broken sentences of the book of nature, so that
every word and every letter may serve to indicate the Divine
will in relation to man, and man’s condition and obligations
in relation to the universe, is evidently a task that far trans-
scends the narrow limits of our feeble capacity. And hence
we are forced to the conclusion, both inductively and deduc-
tively, both historically and philosophically that if we ever
‘understand these matters aright, it must be by and through the
diligent study of the Oracles of God.

To the Bible, then, young gentleman, we must all go
for a full and practical answer to the question, What is right ?
I do not say that we must go to the Bible for the mere concep-
tion of right; nor for an answer to the question what is right
under certain very plain and obvious circumstances. Thesa
matters, I admit, may, to some extent, be learned from the book
of nature. Even the heathen, who have no written law, do
in some cases what is required by the law. And this evi-
dently shows that the law of God is, in some measure written
on their hearte and in their consciences. So reasons Paulin
his letter to the Romans.
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But what I now speak of, is the right under all circumstan-
ces. It will avail you but litlle to do what is right to day, if
for wantof knowledge; or motive, or power, Or anything else,
you are constrained to do what is wrong to-morrow. his is not
the way to form character. This is not the way to make the prin-
ciple of rectitude the Ruling Principle of your lives. If you
would do this ; and if you would walk in the kings high way of
holiness ; and ultimately become the honored citizens of his
kingdom, you must have respect to the right, during every mo-
sment of your conscious existence. You must think of i, and
have respect to it, while you are eating ; and while you are
drinking ; and before you engage in any enterprise that is, in
any way, connecled with the glory of God ; or with the disci-
pline of your own hearts ; or with the welfare and happiness
of others. You must make the will of God as it is clearly ex-
pressed and illustrated in his own divinely inspired Word, the
Rule of your conduct and the Guide of your lives.

1t was in this way that Daniel formed for himself a rep-
utation, that is as wide as the world, and enduring as eter-
nity. Had he belonged to the school of Hobbes, or even to
that of the more learned and conscientious Paley, his name
would be unknown to posperity : his fame would never have
reached the court of Nebuchadnezzar ; and his wisdom would
never have revealed the fate of the pusillanimous Belshazzar.
Buthe was s manof one principle. One prineiple was the
guide of his life. He had never studied the political casuis-
try of Machieval, nor the time-serving policy of Layola.
The principle of right was the Ruling Principle of his long
and eventful life. It was the polar star of all his adventures :
it was the glorious sun that had long eclipsed all the erratic
meteors in his moral canopy. And hence it was, that no cir-
cumstances, however adverse, could long embarrass him.
He stopped not to weigh their influence in the scales of a mere
ly temporary and doubiful expediency. When he knew for
instance, thata plot had been laid for his destruction ; when
be knew that the writing had been signed, according to the
unalterable laws of the Medes and Persians ; he went into his



172 LYING.

house, and his windows being open in bis chamber towards
Jerusalem,—according to his custom; but in opposition to the
decrea of a court that was then swaying its sceptre over the
civilized world, he kneeled down three times a day and wor-
shipped the God of his fathers? This is heroism. This is moral
courage that far transcends all the fables of Grecian and Ro-
man story.

Go then, my dear young friends, from this University, resolv-
ed, that by the grace of God and #he diligent study of the Holy
Bible, you will make the Ruling Principleof this great and good
man, the Ruling Principle of your lives. Practice, day by
day, his self-denial, his temperance, his p:'xtience, his godli-
pess and his benevolence. Do these things, and abound in
them, and soon his character will become your character ;
soon his fame will become your fame ; and finally, when the
labors and toils of earth are ended, you will be associated with
him and all the other pure and noble gpirits of our race, in
the honors and happiness of God’s everlasting kingdom.
There, there will be fullness of joy ; and there, there will be
pleasures forevermore. '

Young Gentleman ;—as scholars whom I have long known
and loved, I now bid you all an affectisnate farewell.
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For the Christian Pioneer,

LYING. NO. I

Bro. D. T. Wriatr—Dear Sir: I propose in this com-
munication to send youa few thoughts-on the prevalent, sin-
ful and abominable practice of lying. I fear that our preach-
ers and periodicals do mot lay that stress on this shame-
ful, mean and ruinous sin which the divine writers at-
tach toit. Xt is not only the duty of the proclaimers of
the gospel, to preach the gospel, to teach sound morals by pre-
cept and example, to confute all errors opposed to the gospel,
admonish those who transgress its precepts, (0 encourage all
who lead a righteous course. of life,—but to expose evil of
every description as faithfully as the scriptures do.-—Adam

3
1
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Clarke, D. D., in his note on Genesis, xx. 12, which contains
a part of Abraham’s defense against Abimeleck’s remons-
trance, for saying Sarah was his sister, instead of his wife.
¢ And yet indeed she is my sister ; she is the daughter of my
father, but not the daughter of my mother ; and she became
my wife.” ¢“ T have not told a lie, I have suppressed only a part
of the truth. In this place it may be proper to ask what is @
lie? Tt isany action done, or word spoken, whether true or
false in itself, which the doer, or speaker wishes the observer or
hearer, to take in a contrary sense to that which he knows to
be true. It is, in a word, any action done, or speech delivered,
with the éntention to deceive; though both may be absolutely true
and right in themse]ves.” In this definition then of a lie, both
Drs. Webster and Johnson agree ; so_ that accordingto Moses,
Our Savior and Paul, the thing is proved, unless some one can
convict my learned witnesses of lying ; which I presume no
one will attempt to do. The practice of lying is so prev-
alent in the world, and appears under so many forms, that a
firm adherence to truth in every thing, is considered by many
a disagreeable singularity. How often do we hear it said,
lying is the order of the day. Even they who are not guilty
of open lies, are too often found in the shameful practice of
equivocation. If alie consists in an intention to deceive, itis
to be feard it is too common among all ranks of people. The
following instance of Dr Johnson’s conduct in this respect,
while it reflects honor onhim, will reprove many who are liv-
ing in this sin. It is said of him, that he would not allow
his servants to say he was not at home,. if he really was, as is
too much the custom of many. A servant’s strict regard
for truth, said he, must be weakened by such a practice. A
philospher may know it is merely a form of denial ; but few
servants are such distinguishers.—If I accustom my servant
to tell a lie for me, have I not reason to apprehend that he will
tell many more for himself? The doctor considered a strict
adherence to truth, a sound obligation, in so much that,
in relaticg the most minute anecdote, he would not al-
low himself thesmallest addition to embellish his story.
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The late Mr. Tyers, who knew Dr. Johnson intimately, obser-
ved, that “ he talked as if he was upon oath.” It was a pro-
verbial manner among the Jews of characterizing a man of strict
proberty and good faith, by saying his yes is yes, and his no is
no ; that is, youmay depend upon his word, as he declares, so
it is, and as he promises, so he will do. Our Lord enjoina
such an habitual regard to truth, as would render swea-
ring unnecessary. Let your yes be yes,—your no, no—more
than this comes of the devil. Philo says we ought never to
swear, but to be so universally observant of truth in cur
conversation, that our word may always be regarded as an
oath. Oaths in common conversation betray a defect in verac-
ity and in piety. I was once traveling in the stage, and a con-
gressman, just as he was entering tke stage, belched out a hor-
rid implication. 1,without knowing him at the time, asked him,
if his word had got solow that no one would believe him with
out such horrid caths ? He growled and offered some apology.

Herodotus tells us, in the fifth book of his history, that from
the age of five years to that of twenty, the ancient Persians in-
structed their children only in three things, viz, to man-
age a house, to shoot dexterously with the bow, and to speak
the truth., Which shows of how much importance they
thought it to fix this virtuous habit om the mindg of youth be-
times. One of the homely maxims in use when I was young,
was to tell the truth and shame the devil.—Let us next cite a
few passages from the Book, and see the stamp which inspira-
tion fixes on this hateful sin. Christ says of the devil, he
was a murderer from the beginning,and abode not in the truth,
because there is no truth in him. . When he speaks a li¢, he
epeaks of his own : for he is a liar, and the father of liars. Let
us think for a moment of the evil, untold and unimaginable,
that one lie did to Adam and Eve, and their posterity for time
and eternity. Six thousand years of woes, of pains, of ago~
nies,of miseries, of sufferings, of horrors, of crimes, of sins, of
groans, of sighs, of tears, of bitterness, of repentance have not
vet developed what was contained in that one lie! Should we
all net quake, and tremble, and shudder at a lie ? What a mon-~
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ument againstlying ! Eternity will not unfold the consequen-
ceses of that one lie. What other warning can any ;man need
against this diabolical evil! David gald in his day, all men
are liars. and who that has had much to do withmen does
not know that this is generally true. He did not say any
th‘ing about the women.—He had mnot then heard of the
young lady, who told her young brother to go to the door,
and say to her lover that she was not at home, and the
little fellow instead of telling that she was not at home, said,
sister says she is not at home. ¥f David had heard of
this young lady and some others, he would have included them
with themen. ¢ These six things doth the Lord hate;yea,sev-
en are an abomination tohim, and one of them is a lying tongue.”
Prov. vi. 16, 17. ¢ You shall notlie one to another says God,”
Levit. xix. 11. "¢ Lie mot one to another, seeing you have
put off the old man,” Col. iii. 9. Eph. iv. 15, Lying lips are
an abomination tothe Lord,” Prov. xii. 22. David says, he
that tells lies shall mot tarry in my sight,” Ps. ¢i. 7. ¢ Thate
and abhor lying,” Ps, cxix. 163. ““ A righteous man hates
lying,” Prov, xiit. 5. Thou shalt destroy them that speak lying.
They . which speak lies. A lying tongue is but fora moment.
Lying lips become nota prince. A poor man is better than a liar-
Your lips have spoken lies, Is. lix 2.3. They have tongues
to spealt lies, “Jer.ix 15. Shall I not visit them for these
things? says the Lord; shall not my soul be avenged on such
2 nation as this ? By swearing, and lying, and killing, and
stealing, they break out, Hosea. iv.2. Seducing spirits, speak-
ing lies in hypocrisy, t Tim. iv. 2. As father Thomas Camp-
bell used to say, religious lies, if such lies there could be.
All liars shall have their part in the lake that burns with fire
and brimstone which is the second death, Rev. xxi. 8. With-
out the city are dogs, and Whosoever loves and makes a lie,
Rev. xxii. 15. See the death of Ananias and Sapphira for lying
Acts. v. Satan excites to lying, 1Kings xxii. 22. False
prophets addicted to lying, Jer. xxiii. 14. Ezekiel, xxii., 28°
The punishmenco.fliars exemplified in the Devil, in Cain, in
Sarah, in Jacob, in Joseph’s brethren, in the Gibeonites, in
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Sampson, in Michal, in David, 1 Sam. xxi. 2 ; in the prophet
of Bethel, 1 Kings, xiii, 18; in Gehazi, in Job’s friends, in
the Ninevites, in Peter.  Yours truly,
J. CREATH.
—_————
DESECRATION OF LORD’S DAY.

In all ages of the world, from the termination of the work
of creation, by the Almighty Architect of the Universe, to the
present time, God has required the separation of a seventh part
of time as a day of rest to man and devotion to His worship
and service. In the Antediluvian Age, and under the Patri-
archal and Jewish Dispensations of religion, this was the
seventh day of the week, usually termed the Sabbath, The reas-
on given by the Creator himself for this was; that as He ceased
from the work of creation on that day, and ¢¢ rested from all
his works that He had made,” 80 must man cease from his
works, and make it a day of rest, to be holy, and devoted to
such service and worship as God might prescribe.  Our Sa-
vier however, not only took the Jewish law and institution’” out
of the way, nailing it to his cross,” where it expired with
him, but e slept the last Jewish Sabbath in the grave ; and
the next day, the first day of the week instead of the seventh and
last, the day of his resurrection, has become the day for us 1o
keep as the « Lord’s Day.” '

Now a good many professing Christians, because the day has
been changed, from the manner in which they speak and act seem
to regard the day as not to be kept as strictly as was the Jewish
Sabbath. They readily admit that Christians ought to meet
together on that day, in order to worship God, by partaking of
. the Lord’s Supper,and attending to the ordinances of his house,
the Church ; but that when that is done, aboutall which is re-
quired of them is done ; and that they may visit, and make ita
day of amusement, business, etc. Now they are very, much
mistaken. Every thing of this kind is a desecration of Lord’s
Day.” The very name of it, ** Lord's Day,” the day of
the Lord, His day, the mark of possession being used,
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shows that it is to be devoted . to his serviee. "If it is the
Lord’s Day, it is not ours, but mis, belongs to mx in
a peculiar and appropriated sense ; and is to be devoted to hls
worship and service.

But we have an argument to offer here, drawn from the orig-
inal language,of the New Testament, the Greek, which hae per-
haps been noticed by very few of even Greek scholars—an ar-
gument for that day as a day of rest and devotion to the service
and worship of God. - The original translated * first day of
the week,’”:and perhaps ** Lord’s Day ” too, is Sabbaton, from
the Hebrew word Sbbatos for Sabbath. It is in fact the He-
brew word for Sabbath transferred into the Greek lJanguage
by the inspired writers of the New Testament. This trans-
fer of the Hebrew word for Sabbath into the Greek, instead
of a tramslation of it, shows very plainly the mind of the
Holy Spirit on the character ot the day ; and’ that as a day
of rest from secular labor and employment and devotion to the
worship and service of God, itis intended to take the place of
the Jewish Sabbath, and to be consecrated to God as that was ;
but in a manner corresponding to the changeof dispensation.
Christians are therefore, under obligations to observe the day,
not only as one of rest, but to the Lord. ¢ He that observes
the day, let kim observe.it to the Lord,” is the language of
the apostle ; and is as applicable to the observance of Lord’s
Day as to that of the Jewish Sabbath, They should therefore
perform no secular labor on that day, except works of neces-
sity, of absolute necessity. Not only should there be no cut-
ting of wood, etc. on that day, unless ahsolutely neceseary,
but no cooking, except the making of coffee or tea, or some-
thing of the kind. Let professing Christians cease to-desecrate
the day, as they are too much in the habit of doing, by need-
less visiting, secular work, attending to amusements, ete. and
particularly by absenting themselves from the house and ta-
ble of the Lord, when in their power to atiend. If there i8 no
regular meeting of the Disciples of Christ, at a church-house
‘conventent for them to attend, let them meet in their own
private houses, to attend to the Lord’s supper. Our Bavior
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said, that where two or three meet together in his name, there
will he be onme in the midst of them ; and as we are all
« Kings and Priests to God,” any Disciple is authorized to of-
ficiate at the Lord’s table, )
: J. R. H.
Near Papucan, Ky, July 20th, 1862.
—_—— -
For the Christian Pioneer.
INFANT REGENERATION.
+ NO. L

Bro. D. T. WricaT—-Dear Sir : Ibelieve that the Papists,
the Episcopalians, the Presbyterians, the Lutherans, the Meth-
odists, and indeed all the Protestants believe aud teach infant
regeneration.” The Constitution of the Presbyterian church
in the United States of America, says, pages 61 and 62,

¢ Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated and saved by Christ
through the Spirit, who works when. where and how he pleases.”

The Episcopal Prayer Book says, pages, 152-3.
% Seeing now, dearly beloved brethren, that this child is regenerated,
and grafted into the body of Christ’s Church.”?

And-in the prayer for the child, it eays,

« Weyield thee hearty thanks,most merciful father, that it hath pleased
thee to regenerate this infant with thy Holy Spint.”

Doctrinal Tracts, page 248, says :

« By Baptism, we who were ¥ by nature children of wrath,” are made
the children of God. And this regeneration which our charch in 80 many
places ascribes to baptism, is more than barely being admitted into the
Church, though commonly connected therewith ; being “ grafted into the
body of Christ’s church, we are made the children of God by adoption and
erace.”” This is grounded on the plain words of our Lord, ¢ Except a
man be born again of  water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God,” Jobn iii.-5. By water then, as a means, the water of
baptism, we are regenerated or born again; whence it is so called by the
apostle ““the washing of regeneration.”” Our church therefore ascribes
no greater virture to baptism than Christ himself has done. Nor does she
ascribe it to the outward washing, but, to the inward grace, which, add-
ed thereto, makes it a Sacrament. Herein a principle of grace is infused,
which wilt not be wholly taken away,unless wequench the Holy Spirt of
God hy long continued wickedness.”



INFANT REGENERATION. 179

Remarks 6n the above. First by the mouths of three wit-
nesses, according to Moses, Christ and Paul, and all the courts
of Christendom, these three churches believe in **infant regen-
eration.” This is the testimony of every manand woman in
these denominations. This is a very large number of witnes-
ses to ‘“infant regeneratibn.” This is no garbled account,
no misrepresentation, no slander of whole bodies of people as
they dous. Theabove accounts are taken from their approved
standard works. They ought to prove infant regeneration
or abandon it. They ought to prove infant regeneration by
a thus says the Lord ; infants are regenerated by baptism or by
the Holy Spirit, or by both, for they are both in their premises
or assertions. It ought not to rest on inference, on deduction,
on misapplication of scripture, on handling the word of God
deceitfully, by cunning craftiness, and by far fetched proofs.

2. I will now examine the passages of Scripture adduced to
prove ““infant regeneration.” The first passages relied on to
prove it, by the Westminster Divines, are those passages in the
Gospels, which say that children were brought to our Savior,
that he might touch them, or bless them by laying hands on
them, Luke xviii. 15, 16: ¢¢ Suffer little children to come to
me.” I will point out several misfortunes attending this proof.
The first is, these words were spoken before Christian baptism
was instituted.  Christian baptism was instituted after the res-
urrection of Christ, Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. A second misfor-
tune attending this proof of infant regeneration, is, these chil-
dren were brought to receive a blessing and not christian bap-
tism, which was not then instituted.—Though these words
both begin with B, blessing does not spell baptize. A third
misfortune is, that infant communion can be as easily proved
from this passage as mnfant regeneration. It proves too much,
therefore it proves nothing. The Catholics practice infant
communion. I would ask any sensible or reasonable man in
any one of these three great parties, do you believe that water
put on achild by our Savior or any other person, without
knowledge in the child, without reason, without speech, with-
out desiring it, without repentance, without faith, without a
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chinge of heart, ever regenerated an infant ? Answer consci-
entiously before God. Ifyou believe this, there is no difficulty
in your believing all the other articles of orthodoxy, such as the
mass, the infallibility of fallibilty, transubstantiation, and all the
rest. Youare a fit subject for a lunatic assylum.

The second and prineipal proof brought forward to prove in-
fant regeneration by water is, John iii. 5, ** You must be born
of water-and the Spirit.”” The first misfortune attending this
text is, it was spoken to a Jewish Senator, avd not to infants,
aman must be born from above (another) and not infants.
The second misfortune attending this passage is, this Jewish
Senator said, we know or believe your are a teacher come from
God. Do infants know this? Unless they do,—all the wa-
tets ‘in the universe will never regeneérate irfants. A third
misfortune attending this proof is, our Savior was discoursing
about his kingdom and not about infant regeneration, A fourth
misfortune attending this proof is, that when quoted to prove
infant regeneration, the water is first and alone, and the whele
regenerating process and means.— When this passage is quoted
to prove mystical, individual, personal, adult sectarian regen-
eration, the Spirit comes alone and regenerates and no water
with it. Thisis a safe retreat for all mystics and sectarians.
I donotknow which has been the most perverted and done the
most mischief to mankind, the third of John by the protestants,
or the sixteenth of Matthew by the papists. The church is
built on Peter and we Catholics have the keys!

What Paul said about the washing of regeneration in the
third of Titus, was spoken to a christian congregation of adult
persons,—and not to infants. That one misfortune ruins infant
baptismal regeneration. ~ To believing penitents then, and now,
immersion is the loutron, laver, or wé.shing of regeneration, not
regeneration.  All the persons regenerated by the apostles in
the Acts of the apostles, heard the gospel, believed it, repent-
ed of their sins—were baptized, were pardoned, then received
the Holy Spirit, then were new éreatures, John iii. 5. John'
vii. 39, Acts ii. 38, Acts iii. 19, Acis v. 32. Peter said
Giod gave bis Holy Spirit to them that obeyed kim, Acts viii.
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14, 17. The apostle laid their hands on baptized believers and
they received the Holy " Spirit.

There is a threefold rgeneration mow preached in Christen-
dom ; first, this infant regeneration by the priesta of catholics
and protestants dipping their fingers and sprinkling some
drops of water on the face of a speeckless babe. Second, cal-
vinistic, mystical, sectarian regeneration of all parties by- the
spirit defore faith to produce faith. Third, Scriptural regen-
eration by faith in the Son of God, a change of heart, life, pur-
pose,—immersion into Christ, he is then under Christ and is &
new creature. S

Will some of your readers cite a passage which says the
spirit of God regenerates an infant before death, in death, or af-
ter death ? I wish to know the when, the where, and.the how

of this infant regeneration. Ny
JACOB CREATH.

e e
PROGRESS.

BY W. W. STACY.

We, of the present reformation, have been abundantly re-
warded and blessed for our labors, and have cause to rejoice
and be thankful ; and with gratitude we feel constrained to give
all honor, glory and praise to Him who loved the sons of
men and gave himself for them. We have restored the prim-
itive worshipand apostolic order of the Church,and by preach-
ing the Gospel,thousands have been made to rejoice in the hope
of immortality ; and thousands are ever willing to testify, Lhat the
gospel is the power of God to salvation, for every one who be-
lieves, and who are living witnesses for Jesus by a pious
life and a holy example, in harmony with the laws aand
life of Jesus. And we are sensible of God’s favor, and
of the divine presence in our midst, and hence we are
under the most sacred = obligations to exert all our
energies in the work the Lord has assigned us. A holier
people—a purer people, cannot be found than our brethren ;
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and their faith and zeal, love &nd devotion, and united effort,
will enable them to accomplish greater works, and lead them
through every opposition to noble triumphs. But in the
great work we have undertaken, there is a necessity thal we
work according to God’s will. ' There are some things or prac-
tices that should be renounced ; and, as we would have the
true light and know God’s will, it positively devolves upon us
to practice or to do the willof God. We see some indications
of improvement in preaching.

Among the Sectarians, innumerable schemes and ¢ pious
frauds *’ have been resorted to, for the purpose of proselyting
men to the various systems of religion, but we need no such
worldly inventions or schemes. We want preachersto preach
the gospel of our Lord as the means by which the Holy Spirit
converts nien from sin, and this is the extent of man’s agency
in the work of the conversion of the world. We want men
1o preach, who love the Lord and whose hearts are made alive
to the great interests of mankind, and whose hearts cherish
a love for our race in its degraded forms, and whose prayers
may be a power of progress. We want preachers whose
hearts and spirits are quickened by the presence of the
Holy Spirit in their hearts,and whose lives are in harmony with
the gospel they preach, and in unison with the love of God ;
and who shall preach the gospel for the glory of God and the
welfare of our race, and,while ever looking forward to the great
reward in the celestial realms, shall falter not amidst the oppo-
sition of the envious, nor relax their devotion and zeal, when
the taunts and jeers of the wicked fall on their ears, and the see-
tarian clergy combine to destroy their influence. We want
no mere speech-makers, whose hearts are insensible of the
love of God and the glory to be revealed, and who love to harp
on thecries, and doctrines, and lifeless speculations, but we
want men whose hearts and lives are hallowed by the
Holy Spirit, and who appreciate the glory of a life in Christ,
and the hope of those who are Jinked by the indwelling of the
Spirit with the divine nature, and look upon thisas the great
design of preaching : that, through this glorious relation,
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mankind may be heirs of the immortal inheritance ; bence the
necessity of urging converts to seek the Spirit. Christ has
revealed all things necessary for the conversion of the world,
and hence we want men to preach, who will spurn all the
“ pious frauds,” holy shams and schemes of men for the con-
version of the world—and nobly preach Christ and him ecru-
cified, holding forth Christ’s death as the means of reconcili-
ation to God, and trusting in Jesus to convert man by the
Holy Spirit’s teaching. Man may make proselytes to religion,
but not christians, by preaching theories and by schemes and
cunning methods, but the Holy Spirit is not promised to any
but those who believe and obey the gospel form of doctrine,in-
stituted by Jesus. And when these pious frauds and ungodly
schemes of men, are brought to the view of the world, as they
will be, the world will be surprised and a reaction will take
place, that will greatly injure the influence of the preachers of
religion, and lead many to infidelity ; and then the whole bur-
den of preaching will fall on us who are free from pious trick-
ery and human methods to proselyte men. The Lord will not
bless those who do the work He has assigned them deceitfully,
but his faithful, honest servants He will never forsake. We
must purify the church. 'We cry out against great sins, for-
getting that we must purify the hearts of men before they will
cease tosin. Small sinslead to greater ones, and while we
tolerate small sins in the church, its influence will be greatly
injured : while great sins are looked wpon with abhorence,
none will be induced to admit them into the catalogue of their
gins ; but small sins, or small sinners have considerable influ-
ence, and these destroy the character of the Church. Con-
sequently we must purify the church, and make it a-habitation
of God by his Spirit, which will shed a halo of glory and puri-
ty around it, of a most lovely and attractive nature, and thus
the members of the body will be drawn close to God, and exert
a happy influence on the world. ~ And when the church is set
free from the many formalists who blight its influence, it will
‘be a shining light and a witness for Jesus, and thousands
will come flocking to it saying behold the people of God, for
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the Lord is with them, and we will cast in our lot with them.
Preachers in preaching the great facts of the gospel,draw men
into the Church, but their confirmation in the faith, is a work
that falls largely upon the private brethren, who by a pious
example and a holy life of love, exert an almost irrisistible influ-
ence ; and_ hence ail have a work to do, and all are responsible;
and thus we see the propriety of unity of effort, and that pri-
vate members should unite. their influence with the labors of
ministers, and be united in love, and go on to victory, trust-
ing in the Lord, and rejoicing that all who labor, share in the
great reward.
———— -
Pawurra, Mo., July 21, 1862.
Erp. D. T. Wriear—Dear Sir: You will oblidge the
friends of Eld. Jacob Creath. by inserting the following Phre-~
nological Chart of him, taken by Professor O. S. Fowler of
New York. Very respectfully your friend and brother,
M. McDONALD.

PHRENOLOGICAL CHART OF MR. JACOB
CREATH, GIVEN AT MEMPHIS, TENN., BY O. S.
FOWLER, PROFESSOR OF PHRENOLOGY, MAY
20th, 1859.

W. GILES REPORTER.

Strength, power, efficiency, go-ahead, and the utmost in-
domitability is your predominant trait, and is remarkable.—
You inherit it from your father, whom you resemble ; and are
adapted to carry on some great undertaking requiring the ut-
most perseverance, and have made your mark on the intel-
lect of the community where you reside : partly because of
your strong active sense, more because of you tremendous
energy of Character. You have extraordinary lungs, great
muscles, 8 splendidly balanced constitution, and have a world
of vitality ; can go tlirough herculean labors, and have not a
Iazy boue in your body. You are excitable a little, though
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not much, rarely ever let your feelings get the better of your
judgment.—You have notany ‘thing like as much culture in
proportion as you have natural talents.

You have excellent digestion but have over eaten all your
life. .

You have extraordinary breathing power, and hardly know
what fatigue is ; and must be out of doors most of the time.

You have an organism more favorable to judgment than to
brilliancy. You are aladie’s man, almost worship the sex, and
appreciate female beauty. :

You should marry a wife who is dependent, not obstinate,
for you never could tolerate an obstinate woman. You have
one of the best wives thal ever was, because you know how to
select & woman, and becuase you would live well with any
women, and would so live with & poor woman as to make her
a good wife, even if poor, and your wife would lay down her
life for you. ‘

You are thoroughly sexed, are pre-eminently manly, have a
high noble bearing. You have very strong love for children,
especially daughters, literally doting on them as if they were
angels. ’

You are devotedly attached to home, are one of the most
indulgent of husdands and parents, are a true warm, generous
friend, and have a warmer heart than often comes under
my hands. _

You are a true patriot, are wanting in continuity, are able to
attend to a great diversity ofbusiness in short order and with-
out mistake. You have great fortitude to bear up under disease,
will not allow yourself to be sick, and will not give up. You
pever guarrel with others, but stand your ground like a man.—
You are determined to conguer, but never punish a fallen foe.

You have an excellent appetite, go in for the plain and sub-
stantial ; can make money, but it must be in a large way, you
never can dabble. You are perfectly candid, never act in a
cunning way to attain your end,but always straight forward and
correct. You are barely cautious enough 10 prevent action,
but enough so to keep you from embarking. You are not par-
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ticular as to what people say abous you, pursue an indepen-

dent course, do as you please, and let people say what they
like.
You are most uncompromising when your mind is once

made up, yet are judicious in making it up. You are rather
conservative. You are a true worshiper of the Deity, but
always under your own vine and fig tree skeptical, and never
admit anything unless proved to a demonstration. You ought
to be a judge. You are a (rue philanthropist, are generous,
too kind for you own good, dont let your friends put their hands
too deeply into your pockets, and don’t endurse unless you
are willing to lose, confide too much to friends, learn to say
No. I should not wonder if you have lost half you have
made, 80, turn a corner.

You are better informed than one in thousands of your
means of knowledge. You are poor in memory of names and
dates, but good at recollecting countenances, facts, and ideas.

You ought to be a speaker, not because you have so great
a flow of words, but because you say impressively what you
gay at all.

You have a wonderfully accurate eye to judge of bulk and
proportion, and cannot tolerate architectural disproportion.
You never lose your way in City or country.

Your forte lies in the adoption of ways and means to ends in

judgment, in originality, forethought, contrivance and pen-
etration.
You lack the agreeable, you pass no compliments, not enough,

but you read a man right through the first time, and are
happy in what you say; it justs hits the nail on the head. Your
criticisms are remarkable, you illustrate well : the fact is, sir,
you are by nature a great man, and need only circumstances to
make you a great man ; and you certainly are one of the best
men I ever examined, and universally beloved.

P
-

THE COMMUNITY OF HELL.

With this multitude of the licentious and the covetous, will
sink to hell, a2 who are not renewed and sanctified. What
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a “prospect for the-.gay, the fashionable, the moral, the amia-
ble, and the lovely, who have no religion ! - For sll the im-
penitent and the unbelieving, there ie but one home m eterni-
ty. Hell is less terrible from its penal fires and its smoke
of torment, than from its being made up of the profane, “the
sensual and the vile ; and its supremest horrors arise from its
being the place where shall be gathered all the corrupt and un-
holy dwellers in a fallen world; all who are so impure that they
cannot be admitted into heaven. Why then will the refined,
the moral, and the amiable not be persuaded to seek the
society of & pure heaven ? to be prepared for the world where
holy beings dwell ?—A. Barns.

—_—

THE GOSPEL THE POWER OF GOD UNTO
SALVATION.

A DiscoursE.—By TaE Skxior Eptror.

Iam nol ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to every one that beheveth,—Rom. i. 16.

Such was the language of the apostle Paul to the Christ-
ians at Rome, the great capital of the Roman Ewpire, then
embracing nearly the whole civilized world, and which, oun
that account was called the ¢ mistress of the world.” It was
the residence of the greatest philosophers, gtatesmen, orators
and poets of the world ; and if there was any place in the
world where that gospel might expect to have odium cast up-
on it, and opposition to encounter, it would be there. There
weére many circumstances too, connected with Christ and
his gospel, calculated to render it odious to the world, and to
make men ashamed of it, at that time. There were none of those
circumstances of pomp, and power, and royalty, and splendor,
attached to it, calculated to attract the admiration and homage
of mankind, and draw them .to Chyist. The Jews, interpre-
ting the predictions in reference to the coming Messiah, in a
Jiteral manner, when they were figurative, were expecting his
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kmgdom to consist of a splendid, secular reign, far exceeding
in earthly glory any thing that had preceeded it ; and that he
ehould come in earthly glory, and his reign be ushered in
with all the splendors of royalty, its “pomp and circum-
stanice ;>’ that he was to live and reign forever; that
he was 1o take his seat upon the throne of David and Sol-
omon, his illustrious prototypes, in Jerusalem, ‘ the city of
the Great King ; ** that under him they would be enabled to
to throw off the yoke of the Roman government, and under
his victorious banners be enabled to march on from conquest
to conquest, unlil, not only the Roman Empire, but the whols
world should be subjugated to their dominion ; and that his
kingdom should become the fifth, and lasi, and universal, and
perpetual Monarchy and Empire ! Such were the expectations
of the Jews in reference to the kingdom of the Messiah ; and
a8 the whole of the “then civilized world, in consequence of
the general prevalence of these predictions of the Jewish
prophets, were expecting & person to arise in the East, or in
Judea, who should obtain the reins of universal empire, they
partook of the same ideas of the secular character of his reign.
Hence the universal disappointment in the minds of men,
in reference to its character, and the rejection of Christ and
his religion !

Instead of being the immediate descendant of a great king,
or aroval family, an . illustrous prince, he was the reputed
son of a poor, obscure carpenter, and himself a carpenter by
trade ; instead of being born ina palace,he was born in a stable ;
instead of being rocked in the cradle of royalty, he had a horse
trough for his cradle ; instead of being arrayed in fine clothing,
purple, and scarlet, and linen, he was dressed in the plain and
simple attire of a robe without seam ; instead of feasting on the
richest food and drinking the finest wines, his fare was the
plain and simple food and drinks of his family and friends ;
and instead of being the owner of vast and splendid estates, of
secular kingdoms and empires, though the world was made
by him as the Logos, or Word of God, upheld and sustained
by his power, and his by right of creation, yethe claimed not
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a foot of its soil while on earth, and was so poor that we hear
‘him saying to one who proposed to follow'him, *¢ the foxes have
holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man
hath not where to lay his head ! ”  And added to all these cir-
cumstances calculated to make men ashamed of him and his gos-
pel and what was most repulsive of all, to crown all theses as
“it were, he was put to the cruel and ignominious death of
the cross, a punishment which the Romans inflicted upon
only the lowest and meanest of their criminals! Crucified
between two thieves, he died the death of a malefactor ; and
ssto profess his religion, was to share his disgrace!” And
then his disciples, the chosen heralds of his religion, his em-
bassadors and ministers plenipotentiary to a rebel world, in-
stead of being chosen from the Jewish sanhedrim, from the
learned scribes and doctors of the law, or from the philosophers
and wise men of the times, were chosen by him from among
the poor and illiterate fisherman of Galilee, from a people al-
most proverbial for their ignorance, termed ¢¢ earthen vessels,”
by Paul, that, as he continues * the excellency might be of
God and not of us.”’—circumstances again calculated to cast
odium upon Christ and his gospel, and render men ashamed of
them !

But Jesus came not to take his seat upon an earthly throne.
The throne of Judea was too contracted for him ; and even the
throne of imperial Rome, grand and august as that was, was
too narrow for his mighty aims and vast purposes ! He came
to take his seat upon a higher throne than any of these—upon
the throne of the Universe, at the right hand of God—to es-
tablish a Spiritual dominion,—and by reigning over the minds
of men to conquer their unholy passions, and thus to bring
the outward in subjugation unto him-—where he still sits and
reigns, and shall reign until his religion, in its purity, is every
where acknowledged, and his dominion shall be every where ac-
knowledged—until ¢ all shall know him from the least to the
greatest, and r'lghteousness shall cover the lands as waters do
the deep.” And in the case of Paul himself, there were many
things to make him ashamed of Christand his Gospel. He
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was brought up,”” as he informs us, ¢ al the feet of Gamaliel,’”
one of the most learned doctors of the Jewish law, ¢ and.
taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fath-
ers ;” profited in the Jews’ religion above many of his fellows ;
and could have gloried in his talents and learning ; but as soon
as he became convinced that Jesus of Nazareth, whom he
was emgaged in persecuting, was the Christ, the promised
Messiah, he readily renounced all, and was willing to count
all these things as loss for the excellency of the knowledge
of Christ, for whom he had suffered the loss of all things, and
was willing to count them as refuse, that Le might win Christ
and be found in him, and having his righteousness. Hence,
under all these circumstances of discouragement, and with the
persecutions, and sufferings, and sacrifices, and exposure to
death, to which he might be rendered liable, he declares his
readiness to preach the gospel to those who were at Rome ; -
and has given us the reason, which we will consider in our
aext, and concluding part of this discourse.
(to be concluded in our next)

—_——-—
BIBLICAL CRITICISM. NO. I.

Under this head we design a department, to consist of a
series of criticisms, on different passages of the word of God,
whichare difficult of comprehension, their real meaning mis-
conceived, are peverted from their true reaning, misapplied,
etc.—such as may occasionally present themselves to us, or
be suggested by others.—Woe take the following, as one that
has just come under our notice :

THE PROPHETS 0F THE NEW TESTAMENT.

Now therefore ye [Gentiles] are no more strangers and foreigners,
but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God ; and
are built upon the foundation of apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ him-
self being the chief corner stone.—Eph. ii. 19, 20.

We had generally been accustomed, along with, we expect,
most of our hrethren, to regard the prophets here spoken of,
a3 the prophets of the Old Testament ; and the meaning to be,
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that the Church is built upon the foundation of the testimony
of propbets and apostles. We thought it singular however,
if this were the case, that Paul should place the apostles before
the prophets, as also in chap. iii. 5: *as it is now revealed
unto his holy apostles and prophets by the spirit.” Butan in-
telligent brother recently set us right here, by showing that it
was an entirely different class of prophets, that is here referred
to, one belonging to the New Testament, or Christian Dispen-
eation. This is evident from what the apostle here says about
the mystery of the union in Christ of Jew and Gentile, being
«¢ revealed unto the holy apostles and prophets,” consequently
it could not have been the Old Testament prophets, to whom it
was never revealed ; but who ‘¢ enquired and searched dili-
gently,” etc. without having it revealed to them. (See
1 Pet. i. 10-12.)

This arrangement—of apostles before prophets—we find in
accordance with the order in the church, as named by Paul
{Eph. iv. 11,) “ And he gave some, apostles ; and some,
propkets ; and some, evangelists,” etc. and, (1 Cor. xii
28,): ¢ God hath set some in the church, first, apostles ;
secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers,” etc.—consequently,
as these prophets belonged to the Church of Christ, and oc-
cupied & secondary position in it, they could not be those of
the Old Testament. So we couclude the argument, as the
logicians say, quoderal demonstrandum, **which was to be de-
monstrated.”” These prophets of the New Testament were a
class of extraordinary teachers, in the Church, next in rank
to the apostles. We could here say a good deal in reference
to them, in connection with our subject, but it would make this
article longer than we wish ; and so we have conclnded to
make them the subject of a separate article,* to follow this.

J. R. H.

* The foregoing Criticiem has been on hand for sometime, and the
article that Bro. Howard here speaks of writing hereafter, has been
written and published in the first volume of the Pioneer, page 279.

This was not remembered by us until the above was in type.
' T. W.
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BIBLICAL CRITICISM. NO. II.

THE SERPENT MENTIORED BY JOB.

By his Spirit he hath garnished the heavens ; his hand hath formed the
erooked serpent.—Job xxvi. 13.

This is the language of Job, in recounting the works of
God ; but why, after saying that he had by his Spirit furnished
the heavens with their hosts of stars, suns, planets and moons,
he should all at once descend to the ereation of the snake, may
seem singular to most readers of the Bible. But by the aid of
the science of Astronomy, which is here useful to us as the
handmaid of religion, it is easily explained. There is a con-
stellation,or cluster of stars, called the Serpent by the ancients,
from its supposed resemblance to a crooked serpent ; and it is

: of thig that Job speaks, and not of the snake that crawls on tha
earth., We find him mentioning some others of these constel-
lations; which were familiar to the ancients : ‘* Which [ God]
maketh Arcturus, Orion, Pleiades, and the chambers of the
South.” These are all different constellations, or groups of
stars, known to the ancients under these names, the Pleiades be-
ing what we call the ** seven stars.”” Again : *“ canst thou bind
the sweet influence of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?”’
He may have an allusion here to what is termed Judicial As-
trology, or the science of divining or foretelling future events
by the supposed influence of the stars, as being ¢ born un-
der certain stars,” entering on important undertakings, etc.
one of the popular superstitions of the ancients, and believed
in by some in modern times called fortune-tellers.”” Or it may
be an allusion Lo the influence of these groups of stars on sea-
navigation, as being undertaken at periods of the year, when
they were in eertain positions in the heavens, in order to be
successful.

J. R. H.
—_———-———————

Happy are they who choose the way of life and keep it,

for they shall see God, and enjoy him forever.
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BIBLICAL CRITICISM. NO. IIL

CouMrouNpING WiTH THE CREDITOR,

« Agree with thine adversary dhickly, whilst thou art in the way with
bim,lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and thejudge
deliver thee to the officer, .and thou be cast into prison. Verily Isay
unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come ou* thence, till thou hast pa.d
the uttermost farthing »—Matth. v. 25, 26.

In the new translation of bro. A. Campbell, these passages
are rendered much plainer: ‘¢ Compound betimes with your
creditor, while you are on the road together ; lest the creditor
consign you to the judge, and the Judge consign you to the offi-
cer, aud you be thrown into prison. Indeed I say to you,
you will not be released until you have discharged the
last farthing.”

To understand the meaning of this passage, there are some
things in connection, not known to many or most readers of
the Bible, that have to be considered. The Jews were under
the Roman government ; and there was said to be a Roman
law, that when a difficulty arose between two men, whether
about debt, or any thing else, which had to be settled by law,
they should accompany each other to the trial, without the
presence of any other persons, and do so in a friendly manxer,
8o that if possible, they might make a compromise of their
dificulty without carrying it before the judge or magistrate.
Hence our Savior said to his disciples, ‘* Compound [or
compromise ] betimes with your creditor”—on the way to the
trial—lest, if youdo not, the matter will go before the mag-
istrate, he will give judgment against you, and you will have
to go into jail for the debt, as imprisonment for deht, seems to
have been a law of the Romans. And when put in prison for
debt, the debtor had to remain there uutil the debt was entire-
ly liquidated or paid. It has been a good and humane thing,
that the barbarous practice of imprisonment for debt has gen-
erally been abolished. As has been very justly remarked by
some poet :
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%-He who owes and runs away, ,: *
May live to pay another day :

But he who is'in jail confined,
Cap pay no debt of auy kind.””

The design of our Savior here seems to have been that of
- teaching his the true morality andreligion, under the Jewish
law and Reman government. And as the spirit of the relig-
ion he came toestablish on earth, was one of * peace on earth
and good will towards men,” as well as ¢ glory to God in
the highest heaven,”” he taught his disciples to avoid every
thing which would make men enemies to each other, in soci-
oty or engender and leeep strife, contention and ill-will among
them. J. R. H.
B asme e L
IMMORTALITY.

We frequently hear the terms mmortal and immortality, used
1n reference to the everlasting duration of the punishment of
the wicked, and that even among our own hrethren, which
would predicate immortality of the wicked—when it _is said in
the New Testament that God *“only hath immortality.”” Such
use of these terms is a misapplication and consequent abuse of
of them ; and is generally to be attributed to the ignorance of
those thus using them, arising from: the want of a proper dis-
¢rimination in the use of Bible terms ; and in the case of those
in the fog and mist of spiritual Babylon, fiom the confusion
and indistinctness with which they see the things of the Bible.

Now the terms immortali and immortality are never used in.
reference to the punishment of the wicked ; but always in ref-
erence to the happiness of the righteous, in a future state of
existence. The original{ Greelt)of the English term in the Com-
mon Version of the Seriptures, is aphtharsia, and' is defined
by Greenfield in his Lexicon of the New Testament i “¢ incor-
ruptibility, incorruptness ; by implication, immortality, I' Cor.
xv. 42, 53, 54, with the accessory idea of felicity * and the
term for immortal, the adjective, apkthartos : ¢ incorruptible
immortal, imperishable, undying, enduring, Rom. i. 23. 1 Cor.
iX. 25 ; xv. 52,” etg.—Cruden, 1 his. €onaordance, says that
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the ter™M immortal ¢ Signifies : (1.) one who is simply and ev-
ery way in corruptible, without possibility of perishing or dy-
ing, 1 Tim. i. 17. (2.) That which being once dead shall rise
again never to die more, 1 cor. xv. 53. (3.) The consummate
glory and eternal blessednessof the saints in heaven, Rom. ii
7 1

With these defiinitions before the mind, let us now look at
the uge of these terms, the passages and connections in which
they ocour in the New 'Pestament. And first the term im-
mortal, which is used but once, 1 Tim. i 17: ¢ Now unto
the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be
honor and glory forever and ever.”” - Here it is used in refer-
ence to God, and in connection with the word eternal, which
shows that it has also another meaning, an accessory one, 88
Greenfield says, which, while it includes that of eternal, does
so as peculiac only to God. Paul, speaking of God, (in
1 Tim. vi. 16,) says: ¢ Who only hath immortality, dwelling
in the light which noman can approach unto.” Here again
it is predicated of God alone ; consequently can never be
of the Devil, or the wicked, who will be eternal in existence, but
not immortal ; and can only belong to these; inia.future stale
of existence, who have become like God, aa to. holiness, right-
eousness, etc.—The next passage we shall noticee is, (Rom.
ii. 7,): ¢ To them who by patient continuance in well doing
seek for glory and honor and immortality,” God will render
« gternal life.”” Here it is predicated of the righteous, as
something for which they are to geek, which shows that it
is more than mere eternal existence—one ef happiness and
glory.—

The next passage we shall notice, is (2 Tim. i. 10,) where
Paul, speaking of the ‘* appearing of our Savier Jesus Christ,”
says: ¢ Who hath abolished death, and hath brought life
snd immortality to light through the gospel” Here wefind
it connected with life, and as gsomething of which the world
wag ignorant until brought to light by the resurrection of
Christ—consequently belongs peculiarly to the eternal life of
the righteous, in. the: world to come.
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All the other passages where it occurs are to be found in
1 Cor. xv. 53, 54: ¢ For this corruption must put on incor=
ruption, and this mortal must put on immortality,” ete, lo the
same lmport of all the preceding: passages.

In Rom. i. 23, the original word is rendered * the sincor-
mptzble God ;” 1 Cor. xv. 42: « it is raised in incorruption,
1 Cor. ix. 25: * but we an incorruptible’ crown ; ”* xv. 50:
s¢ neither doth corruption inheit ¢ncorruption ;> Eph. vi. 24,
where it is rendered by 1mphoatlon, sincerity ; 1 Pet. 1. 4:
¢4 {0 an inheritance incorruptible ; " i, 23: * being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorraptible ; ** iii. 4. ** which
is not corruptible,” that is, incorruptible.

These embrace all the passges in the New Testament, as we
are aware of, where the noun and adjective are used in the
original ; and it will be seen from them that these terms are
always applied to God, Christ and the righteous ; and never
used in 1eference to the eternal punishment or existence of the
wicked. The importance of having a clear conception of the
proper meaning of the Soriptural terms and phrases, in order
to understand the writings of the Bible, has caused us to give
this criticism on the word, There are several Scriptural terms
and phrases, that we expect to notice from time to time.

‘ J. R. H.
———r-————————
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST.

When our Savior ascended to heaven and his disciples were
gazing up after him, two angels appeared by their side dis-
patched from the court of Heaven ; and informed them that
that same Jesus, whom they had just seen ascend to
heaven upon the clouds, should in like manner return to
sarth; and we hear him speaking of it to his disciples just before
his death. But ah ! how different will that second coming be
from his first advent! Arrayed in glory, invested with all
authority, armed with omnipotence, and making his appearance
as suddenly as the lightning flashes from the east to the west,
seated upon a steed of white, and his head covered with many
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crowns, will he come, borne upon the clouds of heaven, in the
van of its myriad hosts, and with a retinue of angels and arch-
angels, forming legions innumerable and armed with power
irvesistible for the terrible conflict to follow !—as Enoch the
geventh from Adam prophesied, saying, ¢ Behold, the Lord
cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to execute judgment
upon all.” Ah! it will be for judgmens, and terrible will
that judgment be, for the wicked inhabitants of the earth,—as
we learn from the descriptions of it in the Sacred Scriptures !
what an awful time will it be for all the disobedient, unfaithfu}
and unprepared, who will have the most terrible vengeance
inflicted upon them ; for we are told that he ¢ shall be revealed
from heaven, in flaming fire Zaking vengeance on those who
know not God, and who obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” And now notice what will be their awful destiny ;
« who shall be driven with an everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his power ; when
he shall come [the second time] to be glorified in his saints,and
to be admired in all them that believe in that day : " the most
awful that can be conceived, and the more terrible from the
punishment of the wicked being endless in its duration !

But far different will his coming be to the righteous, To
those who look for him, who have obeyed his gospel
by believing upon him, reforming from sin, confessing
him before men, and by being buried with Bim in baptism ;
and who by patient continuance in well-doing, are seeking
for glory, honor and immortality, * he will appear the second
time without a sin-offering unto salvation.”” All these who
have thus obeyed the gospel ; who are watching and looking
for him ; who are engaged in * walking in all the command-
ments and ordinances of the Lord blamelessly ;** and endeav<
oring to stand perfect and complete in the whole will of God;”
will have nothing to fear, but will be prepared to stand before
him, will receive his approbation, and will enter
with him upon his reign, and into the mansions of bliss,
and happiness and glory ! What an argument, what a
motive, what an inducement, for the wicked to forsake
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their evil ways, ‘and turn to the Lord, and obey him,
that they may escape his fierce wrath and his terrible venge-
atce ; and for the righteous, to persevere in the path of duty,
and in- holiness and righteousness, ¢ looking for and hasting
to the day of God,” with the assurance that it will come, and
that it is every day drawing nearer. Let us ever be ready to
ex¢laim : .¢*Even so, come Lord Jesus. Amen.” i
e S J.R. H.

St
INFANT REGENERATION.
NO. IL

Bro. D. T. Wricar: Owing to the importance of ¢ infant
regeneration ”” and to the- number and respectability of those
who practice it, I must devote another essay to it. Another fa-
tal misfortune attending the passage so much and so often relied
on to prove this popish dogma, ¢ Suffer little children to come
tome,” is, that Christ-commanded these children to be brought
to himself (in persona) in person, and not to the Sectarian cler-
gy whose different secte had no existence before the Lutheran
Reformation in A.. D. 1517., They could not have been brought
even to the ancient christian Church, which was not in exist-
ence at the time these words were spoken nor indeed till Pen-
tecost, Acts ii.. They were not therefore brought to the chris-
tian church, nor to the clergy to be regenerated, but to our Sav-
ior to receive his.benediction and the imposition of his hands,
a8 Ephraim and Manasseh received the benediction of the pa-
triaroh Jacob., The Jews had an impression that illustrious per-
sons could ‘convey blessings by the imposition of their hands,
—and for-this purpose  they were brought and for no other.
1 hope the advocates of ** infant regeneration *’ will listen to and
weigh- these reasons, and not quote scripture by the gingle or
soend. o

But there is another text relied on to prove * infant regener-
ation,”” which I must not pass unnoticed lest it might be sup-
posed that it was unanswerable by me. 1t is found in Acts ii.
39: ¢ For the promise is to you and to your children,” The
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paidobaptists say this promise is the one made to Abraham and
means infant baptism. We say it means. the promise of the
Holy Spirit. Christ commanded the apostles to *wait at Jeru-
galem for the promise of the Holy Spirit, which,” says he,
< you have heard of me,” John xv. 26; Acts1. 4. < Wait”
says he, “for the promise of the Faiher,” Joelit. 28, 29. The
apostle Peter explains and applies this prophecy and promise of
the Holy Spirit, to the day of Pentecost. The 38th of Aects ii.
. contains a command and a promise: ¢ Be baptized for the re-
mission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit,
for the promise,” of this gift; “is to you and to your children,
and to all that areafar off, even ag many as the Lord our God
shall call.” From the beginning of this book to this verse, the
promise spoken of, is the gift of the Holy Spirit. 'This is incon~
trovertible. You shall receive the Holy Spirit, for or decause
the promise of the Holy Spirit.is to you and to your children.
But there are more impo'rtant Seriptures than these to prove
infant regeneration ;- they are found in the writings of the apos-
tolic Fathers of the first four centuries.: Dr. Wall in his
History of Baptism, vol. 1, page 70 to 76, says the standing
rule of these fathers was,~no baptism no salvation, but inevi-
table damnation is.the portion of all who die unbaptized by their
own fault, founded on these words of our Savior, ¢ unless
born of the water.” Tt is anacknowledged rule that none can be
saved without baptism. The doctrine was infants are born in
original sin, baptism washesaway original infant sin, ubless
this is washed away—our Savior says, none can go to heaven,
John 3. 5. Here is the secret of infant regeneration, here‘is the
scripture for it, ‘here is the history of it, and these scriptures
added to the affectién. which mothers have for their children,
and the desire which-they have for their - safety, gives us the
secret of ¢ infant regeneration.” . SRR ER
Suppose we admit that pouring or sprinkling regenerates
infants, what follows? why that all infants not' baptized,
are unregenerated, and consequently rare: damned. Whose
infants are included in this fearful sentence:? = The infants of
Jews dying in infancy unregenerated, the infants of Mahom-
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etans or Turks, the infants of Pagans, ofall the families and
tribes of Baptists, of allthe people of the world, and, in short,
all infants dying unbaptized are lost, except the infants of
paidobaptists | It is supposed that. one third of the human
race die before they attain to one year. Here is nearly -one
third of the human family swept away in infancy, besides all
who die in their sins.

Suppose we admit that infant baptism and some secret and
inexplicable operation of the Holy Spirit constitute infant re-
generation. It does not relieve us of the difficulty. There
will be as many or more lost on this latter hypothesis, as on
the former. There is no divine testimony to support this un-
reasonable and unscriptural dogma. Itis as easy to save chil-
drendying in infancy without this imaginary regeneration as
to save them without faith, without repentance, without prayer,
without one aot of obedience on their part. Tell me how you
would save children without any of the above acts, and I will
tell you how to save them without infant regeneration.

Infant regeneration is as hard to find in the New Testament
a3 infant faith, infant baptism,or infant communion at the Lord’s
table. Dr. John Gill the Baptist commentator, and the pre-
ceptor of the immortal author of Paradise Lost, wrote a treat-
ese, which I read in father’s library when a boy,entitled,*In-
fant Baptism, the Ground snd Pillar of Popery,” and which
has been revised recently by Dr. Ives ;—But I prefer the orig-
inal work to the revision. If therehad never been any infant
baptism, there never would have been any popes, any popery,
nor any paidobaptists. : , :

Dr. John Owen says, *“ the father of lies could not well de-
vise a more effectual plan to lead mankind blindfolded to perdi-
tion. 1t requires all the eandor and charity I can command
to suppose that men of talents, learning, piety, intelligence, and
information, do really believe that infant baptism is regenera-
tion, or & new creation. Iknow that it is & 'proselyting sys-
tem, and after all that can be said for it, this selfish policy is
at the bottom of the whole fabric of infant baptism. Some of
‘the old:Reformers considered infant baptism the key to perdi-
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tion. Others considered it as themark of the beastin the fore-
head, spoken of in the Revelation. - I try to make due allow-
ance for men’s early and deeep rooted religious prejudices,
which are the most invineible in our nature, for the influence
which party and interest have over us, for the circumstances
which surround men, for their attachments to parents,to preach-
ers, to relations,to creeds, and for the blindness and bigotry of
party.”’ ' '

If any man will offer as many and ag good reasons for infant
regeneration as T have againstit, I promise to believe it. What
1 have said in this essay has not been with any intention to
wound any person’s feelings, but bring them to reflect, to
examine the scriptures prayerfully and carefully and daily a8
did the noble Bereaus, therefore they believed. If any person
should undertake to answer these essays, I hope he will do it
in a8 good a spirit as I have written them. Plainness of speech,
candor, and moderation, I admire. I admires magnanimous
foe, as well as a magnanimous friend. Let no anonymous wri-

ter expect any answer from
: JACOB CREATH.

THE GOSPEL IN PROMISE—IN PROPHECY—IN
TYPE—IN COMMISSION-—~AND IN FACT.

In speaking, writing or reading about the gospel, it must al-
ways be kept in the mind, that the meaning of the word, in the
original, (the Greek of the New Teatament, ) is ¢ good news’’
or < glad tidings.” Though sometimes, like the term faith, by
a figure of speech called metonyme in which a part is put for
the whole or the whole for a part, it is made to mean the whole
Christian System, it generally means good news or glad tidings,

We frequently hear it said, that the first gospel sermon ev-
er preached on earth, was preached by the apostle Peter, on
the day of Pentecost. - Now as the term gospel ** means * good
news » or * glad tidings,” if the gospel of the death, burial and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, ba meant, it is correct.
But we have the gospel as it was preached in promise, prophe-
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oy, type, commisgion and in fact, 1. Paul says : ¢ the script-
ure, foreseeing [ foreshowing] that God would justify the hea-
then through faith, preached. before the gospel unto Abraham,
saying, In thee shall all the nalions be blessed.” This good
news was, that through Abrahsam’s seed, ** which is Christ,”
all the nations of the earth should be blessed. This was
the gospel in promise.

2. The death of Christ for the sins of the world, and his
resurrection for our jusiification, were predicted by the
Jewish prophets. This was the. gospel in prophecy.

3. Under the Jewish dispensation, we have it adumbrated in
the types and shadows of that. This was the gospel i ype.

4 In the commission as recorded in Mark,we have the gospel
in the expression, ‘He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved. - This is the gospel in commission.

6. When the apostle Peter, on the day of pentecost, and
Paul to the Corinthians, (1Cor. xv. 3, ) preached the gospel
of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. This was the
gospel 1§ . FaCTK.

Thus we have the gospel in promise—in ¢ prophecy”—
in ‘“ type ”—in‘ commision”’-—and in‘ fact’.

: J. R. H.
——————
SOME INTERESTING FACTS IN REFERENCE 7T0
THE MILLENNIUM.

That there will be such a period in the bhistory of the
world as the Miiessiuv—a grand  Sabbatical era
of a thousand years,—probably the sevenif thousand from the
ereation, corresponding to the seventh day of the week or sab-
bath-—is very plainly taughtin the book of Revelation. . But
the precise character of that period, is, we expect, but little
understood by the great majority of the Bible readers ; and
there are some intereating facts about it which probably bus
very few readers have noticed.

That the world will be entirely free from all sin, is plain
from the binding of Satan which implies it ; and also, that all

!
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human government will be done away, and mo government but
that of Christ will prevail, are as plainly teught as any thing
else, in reference to that period.—The facts to- which we allude
are these ; that the earth will be restored back to its primitive
condition before the fall of man, as to its surface at least; and
such will be the changes in reference to health, by the remo-
val of all causes of disease, and the prevalemce of influences
favorable to longevity, that there will be we death during the
period of the Millenniaum. Now we are told by Paul, (Rom.
v.12,) that, *“by one man sin entered inte the world, and
death by sin ; and so deatb passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned.” Ifthen &in is the cause of death, sin being re-
moved, consequently death must cease ; and we have no intima-
tions any where that death will prevail during that period, and
every reason to believe thatit will not. Andas the longevity
of the antediluvians was mo doubt one great eause of the uni-
versal corruptionand depravity of man that prevailed before
the deluge, and the distance at which it placed death from
them in the way of their reformation ; sono doubt the exemp-
tion from death during the Milllennial era, will, in the same
way, be a great cause of the apostasy whieh will take place on
the loosing of Satan, after the expiration of the thousand years,
when the inhabitants of the earth shall be in. number “as the
sand of the sea,” having been mulliplying during this time
without death to take any of them - off, whereas ordinarily the
population of the earth is kept by deatk at about the same gen-
eral number, one year with another, and has probably been,
for thousands of years. g : v

We have intimations n Isaiah, (chap. xxx. ) that the earth
will be restored to its primeval eondiiion; as it underwent a great
change at the fall of man, and then at the deluge again, atten-
ded with a corresponding abbreviation of human life; and that
the Zght of the sun shall be increased seven-fold,and that of the
moon will become equal tothat of the sun now ; which, as the
moon shines by reflection of the sun’s rays, would be the
result of such an increase of the sun’s light; and also an allu-
sion by him, in the same connection, to the destruction of the
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universal war, to take place just before the beginning of the
Millennium. Hesays: - * Then ghall he give the rain of thy
geed, that thou shalt sow the ground withal; and bread of the
tncrease of the earth, and it shall be fatand plenteous; in that
day shall thy cattle feed in lzrge pastures. The oxen likwise
and the young asses that ear the ground shall eat clean prov-
ender, which hath been winnowed with the shovel and with
the fan. And there shall be upon every high mountain, and
upon every high hill, révers and streams of water, in the day
of the arEAT sLAvenTFR, When the fowers fall, [the fall of
buman power and authority.] Moreover the Zight of the moon
shall be as the light of the sun, and the Zight of the sun shall be
SEVFNFOLD, a8 the light of seven days, in the day that the Lord
bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth the stroke of
their wound.” The prediction continues, in which we have the
anger and vengeance of the Lord upon the nations, at the sec-
ond coming of Christ before the Millennium. We will quote a
few more passages,in which wehave the happiness of his people,
and intimations of his vengeance on the wicked : ¢ Ye shall have
a song, as in the night when a holy solemnity is kept; and
9ladness of heart,as when one goeth with a pipe to come into;the
mountain of the Lord, to the mighty One of Israel. And the
Lord shall cause his glorious voice to be heard,and shall shew the
tightning down of his-arm with the éndigration of his anger, and
with the Aame of a devouring fire, with scattering, and temp-.
est and hailstones.”’ :

These, with many other places in the Bible, point forward

to that great period, on the eve of which we may now be !

‘ ' J. R. H

—_—
“IT OCCURS BUT ONCE IN THE BIBLE.”

Such is the language sometimes used to us, when we quote
the reply of Peter, on the day of Pentecost, to the penitent
Jews, who enquired what they should do, in proof of baptism
in order to the remission of sins. True, the precise language he
used on that oceasion, ¢ ocours butonce in the Bible ; ** but
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then what he there expressed is well confirmed and illustrated
slsewhere in the New Testament ; a8 the language of Annanias
to the believing and penitent Paul : ¢ Arise, and be baptized,
and wash away thy sing, cslling on the name of the Lord;” by
Paul himself in Romans, (vichap.) when after telling them
that they had died to sin, been buried with Christ by baptism,
and risen to walk in newness of life, he tells them, (verses 17,
18, ) that, having obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine
delivered them, they were free from #in; and in Colossians,
(chap. ii.) after telling them they bad been buried with Christ
in baptism; wherein they had risen with him through the faith
of the operation of Giod who had raised him from the dead, he
adds, * and you, who were dead in your sins and the uncircums=
cision of your flesh, hath he quickened [made alive] together
with him, kaving forgiven you all trespasses ;”’ and by Peter him-~
self again at the house of Cornelius,when after saying, * Tohim
[ Christ] give all the prophets witness, that through his name
whosoever believeth on him skall receive remission of sins,”
he *commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus,”

It is true that it occurs but once,” but so does the formula of
baptism, «* baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit;* which every administrator of
baptism uses at every baptism, or every thing having the name
of baptism, that he preforms, though * it ocours butonce ;”
while, at the same time he can act 80 inconsistently as to bring
up this objection against the design of baptism !

It is true that *it occurs but once,” but so does the
prophecy in the Old Testament, that our Savior should riss
on the third day sfter his death, referred to by Paul, in 1 Cor.
xv. 4; and yet nobody hesitates to believe that as one of the
items of the gospel ; while these demurrers really refuse to
believe what Peter said, because * it occurs bnt once i

«Tt occurs but once,” and so do many other facts and
truths of the Bible, which we might name, which are be-
lieved without any hesitancy. 1If'a great law, the law of par-
don,was announced 5us once and that in clesr and unequivocal
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terms, it was sufficient, int the wisdom of God, and should be
acquiesced in by every body ' professing to receive the Bible-
as a revelation from God ; and is received by all the-under-
standing and honest hearted. Such objections savon too much
of infidelity, and a disposition to quibble and equivoeate about
the word of God! They were never thought of in the days
of the apostles ; and would have met with a severe rebuke from
them ! Nor would they be thought of now, if it were not
that the ¢raditions of men have ‘‘made void the command-
ment of God ;" and that men have sectarian: systems of relig-
ion to sustain, of which the baptism in order {0 remission of
sins, proclaimed by Peter, on Pentecost, forms no part; and
which it is calculated to nullify and subverts Hence the op-
position to it, and the quibbling about it, and attempts to evade
and get around it! But though ¢ it oecurs but opce,” there
it stands on the sacred pages, and there it will continue to
stand, to the confounding of sectarians, and overthrow of their
systems ; like the rock, that whoever fell upon it was broken
to pieces,and on whom it fell it erushed: him to atoms !.

We have heard of various expressions in reference to- that
reply of Peter ; as, *“ if the second chapter of Acts was only
out of the Bible !"—what a good thing would it be for secta-
rianism, the anxious-seat, the mourning bench, ete. and, *¢if
that passage was not there, what would we [poor C—ites] do
for something to sustain oun-doctrine,” etc. But, aside from.
the irreverency, infidelity, and -absolute wickedness of such
expressions, though ‘it oceurs but once,” that is enough..
Confirmed by other scriptures,ss we have shown, it fully sus-
taing our views of remission of sins to the alien ; and wili
continue to do so, until they prevail universally, and sectari-
anism dies forever ! J. R. H.

-

‘WHAT TBE POWER. OF SECTARIAN TEACHERS CONSISTS IN.—But
let the sectarian teachers be stripped of these things, [of their
traditions, special calls to the ministry, ete.] eompel them to
come to the Scriptures,. without reference to any previously
adopted, system—to.use plain language— Scriptural langnage —
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to employ Seriptural words in a Scriptural way-—to abandon
texts and take contexts—to quote [Seripture] correctly-—and
give up their pretended right toexplain the Scriptures, and let
the Scriptares explain themselves, and then there is nothing to
fear—they are then like a spider without a web, their venom
end their claws are useless.~—Jokn Reis.

.
For the Chnistian Pioneer.

ORICGRRAL. BOBTRT.
TO MY SOUL.

BY MRS, E. J. A.

{ Wnitten on thefly leaf of a volume of Cumming’s ¢ Great Preparation.””)
For the Savier’s eoming,
My sluggish soul, prepare 3
By every duty unfulfilled—
By watchfulness and prayer.

Thou canst not telt the hour~
Thou knowest not the day— *
‘When he shall come revealing
A light along hig way—

A light to those that love him—
A joy unfelt before—

A harvest of rich sheaves of bliss,
That he hath kept in store!

I long for his appearing,

When I no more shall sin—

I long lo see the gates of gold, -
That I may enter in !’ )

1long to hear the music

Of hig approving voice—

To have my tears all wiped u.way,
And in his love rejoice!

—
PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL.

Bro. Wrrenr : Eld. D. ‘W, Elledge of St. John, Mo writes
me that he preached two discourses in Central City, Putoam

s
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Co., Mo., on the 1st Lord’s day in.last month, and had two
additions from the Baptists ; and that one made the good con-
fession in Iowa, at s meeting held by him-in June.
- , - . MARTIN PETERSON.
" Aug., 1862. o

. Dpar Bro. WriegT : I have been attending a very interest-
ing meeting commencing on Saturday last, at Port Williams in
Lawrence,. Co., Ind., and conducted by Eld. Josers WiLsor,
of Daviess Co., and the result was, up to last night, nineteen
were added by confession and immersion, and three by com-
mendation. To God be the praise. The meeting is still in
progress. C

Z. S. HASTINGS.
Wasamerox, Ind., Aug. 7, 1862.

Dzear Bro. Wriea? : Since my last report in any of the
papers, there have been five added to the congregation in this
place.  Yours in the Lord,

A. H., SIMS.

Lrrcsreup, Iil., Aug. 20, 1862,

—_— -

Errarra. Iu thelast no. the following errors occur, which
need correction : On the first page of the last mno. being page
113, of the vol., seven lines from the bottom, after the words,
* whén said and written,” the words *‘ as i shkould be,” aro
left out, which renders the sense incomplete.

On page 116, at line 18 from the bottom, the expression,
‘and he that searcheth the spirit,” should read, ¢ And he
that searcheth the-hearts knoweth the mind of the spirit.”

On page 120, at lines 18 and 20 from the bottom, after the
word ‘¢ commandments, >’ and before the word, ““or,”” omt-
ting the comma (,) read, ** after becoming a disciple. Unless
the christian is constantly engagedin obsying or keeping his com~
mandments,’’ , .

The last few numbers of tke Pioneer contain so many typo-
graphical errors, that we have not the face to even attempt to
make an apology——reformatioi in this respect, will be more
acceptable and satisfactory to our readers than a volume of
apologies and explanationa. “ - D.T. W.
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LAYING UP TREASURE IN HEAVEN.

% Lay notup for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust
doth corrupt, and where theives break through and steal : but lay up for
yourselves treasureres in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
and where theives do not break through and steal : for where your treas-
ure is, there will your heart be also.”—Matt. vi. 19-21.

‘We have here a most important admonition from our Savior to
his Apostles, in reference to the acquisition of wealth and ac-
cumulation of property by Christians, in this world. We say,
Christians now, because we are inf‘ormed,in the New Testament,
that, as these things were addressed to the disciples of Christ,
they are written ¢ for our admonition,”” or benefit. The Jews
—including even the Apostles of Christ—interpreting the
prophecies liferally, in reference to the Christian Dispensation
—had conceived the idea of a splendid, secular empire, in
which riches and wealth would have their influence, and earth-
ly power and rank take precedence over every thing else!
But the Lord Jesus Christ came into the world, not to com-
mand armies, not toestablish a political empire, not to wield
the sceptre of universal monarchy and dominion ; but to es-
tablish a Spiritual kingdom—an empire founded upon TRUTH,
sustice and righteousness—and by reigning over the minds and
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learts of men, to subdue their unholy passions, sensual desires
and fleshly propensities ; and thus to bring the outward world
in subjection to himself. Hence, in his teaching, he began to
undeceive the minds of his Apostles, in reference to the nature
and character of the kingdom he came to establish on earth ;
as we find, after Peter had made the confession, on (he coasts
of Cesarea Philipi, that He was ‘¢ the Curist, the Sox of the
living God,” He ¢ degan,”” from that time forth, * to show
unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and
suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and be raised again the third day.”” But so
much was this against all their preconceived notions about his
kingdom, that entirely overlooking his prediction of his res-
urrection, ¢¢ Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying
Be it far from thee Lord : this shall not be unto thee.’ Jesus
had just promised him *“ the keys of the kingdom of heaven,”
and expecting no doubt to occupy a conspicuous position in that
kingdom—a highly exualted and honorable place in it—perhaps
that of Premier, or Minister of State—he could not bear the
idea of the death of his Divine Master, though he was to rise
again 7 Our Savior replied to him: ¢ Get thee behind
me, adversary: thou art an offence unto me: for thou sa-
vorest not the things that be of God, but (hose that be of
men ;" in substance : ¢ Get out of my way, opponent, for
you stand in it : you are thinking of an earthly kingdom ; and
uot of a heaveuly, Spil‘ituar‘reign, such as I have come to
establish on earth.”

Hiskingdom was emphatically “¢the kingdom of heaven,”
and not of earth-—“the kingdom of God,” and not of men ;
and in harmony with all this, we hear bim saying still furth-
er to his disciples, on that occasion : *¢ If any man will come
alter me, let him deny himself, take up his cross [daily,] and
follow me ;" or, in other words : ¢“If any man will be my
disciple, let him renounce himself; submit daily to what-
ever may be a cross to him for my sake ; and be my follower
“ through evil report as well as good report.”—Hence he ad-
monishes and charges his disciples, not to spend their lives in

%
§
{
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accumulating earthly treasures, that must perish ; but to
spend théir lives in laying up the imperishable and enduring
treasures of heaven. We awfully fear, that too many of our
brethren are engaged in laying up treasures upon earth 1 We
see them conslantly engaged in the accumulation of property
and money—adding tens and hundreds of acres to their al-
ready large tracts of land, embracing perhaps thousands of
acres l—wifh tens and hundreds in cultivation, and adding
tenr and hundreds more to these !—with their whole souls
absorbed in attending to their business, and in accumulating
still more !

Now I am fearful that these ¢ rich ”” brethren are not aware
of the temptationsand dangers by which they are surrounded,
and the tremendous, the awful, responsibilities they are incur-
ring, by the accumalation of wealth !—or they would not be
80 eager in its pursuit, and permit their minds to be so com-
pletely absorbed in its accumulalion, to the too great exclu-
sion of the things of heaven ! If they are not careful, they
will have too large a load on them, ¢ver to get into heaven !
Jesus says : ¢ Strait (not ¢ straight” but difficult of enter-
ance| is the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto.
life, and few there be that find it; *” and on ons eecassion,
when a wealthy young man refused to follow him, because
e told him, that ke must sell what he had, and give to the
poor, if he would follow him, not withstanding he promised
bim treasure in heaven for doing so; we hear him saying
to his disciples : ¢ Verily I say unto you, That a rich man
shall kardly enter into the kingdom of heaven, ' And again I
say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle, than for a rich man toenter into the kingdom of
God ’—that is, one who loves hisriches better than he does
God, trusts in them, and does not make the use of them re-
quired by the Lord. "

Two of eur preachers, many years ago, an old brother and
his pephew-=J. C. senr. and J. C. junr.—were riding alonyg
together one day, in Kentucky, when they passed the large
arm and splendid dwelling ofa very wealthy man. * Uncle,”
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said the nephew, in a jocular maner, ¢ how would you like
to be the owner of this farm ?” ¢¢ Ah! cousin,” replied the
uncle, I am afraid if I did, I would have too large a bulk of it
ever to get into heaven with it. I am afraid that I could never
get through the strait and narrow gate with such a load on my
back! *There wasa great deal of force and truth in the reply
There are many, we fear, who will have too great a load of
wealth on them, wheun they die, ever to get into heaven !

Every Christian isa steward of God—or should be—and *¢ it
is required of stewards that they be faithful’ to him. We
call our property ours, but it really is not—it does not belong
to us, Hvery thing we have, and every thing we get, belongs
really to God ; and we are only his stewards, to manage and
dispense it for him ; and he will require a strict account of us
for that management and dispensing of it, when we come be-
for his judgment bar. For illustration : We employ a man
to do business for us. We furnish him with capital, and he
knows the use we require to be made ofit. At the end of the
year, or time, we require him to give us an account of all his
transactions, and how ke has used that capital ; and also all
the other means of ours, that, in the course of business, comes
into his hands. We make him render an account to us of ev-
ery cent. Now God is going to act in a similar manner with
these rich men—with all of us—and make them and us give
Him just as strict an account of the use of the means of his
we all have in our hands !

We wish these ¢ rich >’ brethren—these brethren, who own
much property, whetlier called ¢ wealthy " or otherwise—to
hear the charge Paul sent to Timothy, to give them : ‘¢ Charge
them that are ric% in this world, that they be not high minded,
nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giv-
ewn us richly all things to enjoy ; that they do goed, that they
be rich in good works, ready to dsitribute, willing to com-
municate ; laying up in store for themselves a good foundation
for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.”’
Here they may learn what God requires of them, as his siew-
ards. They are not to permit themselves to become ¢ high-
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minded,” or proud, on account of their wealth—¢ puffed up
with fleshly minds,”” because of it, and regard themselves as
above their poor brethren—not to ¢rust in it, but to put their
trust in God, who gives it to them, and to whom it belongs, as
the rightful and real owner——to do good with it, and use it so
that they may be rich in good works ; ready at all times to
distribute to the necessities of their poor, needy and suffering
brethren ; and willing too at all times to communicate of what
they have to them, and to the purpose required in the word
of God—that, in this way, and by making this use of their
riches, as stewards of God, they may lay up for themselves a
good foundation for the future, and thus lay hold on eternal
life.

We do not condemn the accumulation of riches, or the ac-
quisition of wealth, as we do not find it condemned in the word
of God ; and from the charge given by Paul, through Timothy,
to the ** rick in this world,” we infer that the acquisition of
wealth was tolerated among Christians ; but only in view of
their using it as the stewards of God, as indicated by the apos-
tle in this charge. Let the rich remember this; and that they
will have to render an account to God for the manner in which
they make use of their riches, or for miserly hoarding them
up and keeping them! We have spoken of the dangers and
temptations to which the rich are exposed. Paul, after saying
that, ¢ Godliness with contentment is great gain,” and, ¢ For
we brought nothing into this world, and it is certamn we can
carry nothing out’—which those who are struggling so hard
for wealth would do well to always bear in mind, and again,
¢ And having food and raiment therewith be content;’” then
pays: ** But they that will be rick fall into temptation, and a
snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown
men in destruction and perdition :”” and then the passage so of-
ten quoted : *¢ For the love of money [not money itself but the
love of it] is the root of all evil: which while some coveted af-
ter, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows.”

Let our brethren who are called ‘¢ rich,” and striving to
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keep what they have, and add more to it, remember all this ;
and the case of one of the seven churches in Revelation : ¢ Be-
cause thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and
bave need of nothing : and knowest not that thou art wretched
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked!” Six feet of
earth is all that will be allotted to us in this world, after death !
—though we may claim thousands of acres while we are living ;
and the poor beggar, who, while living, had not where to lay
his head, will have just as much, and be as well off in that re-
spect! Let us then labor for that ¢ inheritance which is incor-
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away : reserved in
heaven for all those whoare kept by the power of God, through
faith, unto salvation, ready to be revealed at the last time.”’
Lircurrerp, Ill. May 22nd 1862, J. R. H.
e R p——
For the Christian Pioneer.

INFANT RFGENERATION.
NO. IIL

Bro. D. T. Wrrgur.—Dear Sir: The importance of this
subject must be my apology for the number of my essays on
it. I hope Brother Franklin will transfer them to his columuns.

The papists, the originators of infant regeneration, place it on
Apostolic Tradition, and not on the scriptures, and many of the
protestants do the same, because any person who has read the
New Testament through one time carefully knows that there is
1ot one instance on record of our Savoir’s regenerating an 1n-
fant, nor of the apostles.

Let us notice the popish pageantry used in regenerating an
infantand then let any person say, if he ever saw sucha trick
played off on reasonable beings. Before the trick is played
off, the water i consecreated with great pomp. Firsl the priest
makes an exorcism ; breathing three times into the water in
the figure of & cross, and saying, I adjure thee, O creature of
water.” The next step in this religious Jugglery is, the sponsors
and godfathers and godmothers, in the name of the child, re-
nounce the deviland all his works. The following question is also
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added, ¢ Dost thou believe in God, the Father, Almighty Cre-
ator of heaven and earth !> To the which the sponsors reply,
<1 do believe.” The third step in this Jugglery is, the priest
breaths in the face of the infant, three times, saying, ¢ Go out,
thou unclean Spirit, and give place to the Holy Ghost, the
Comforter.” The fourth step in this Jugglery is to put salt in
(he infant’s mouth. The fifth step in this ledgerdemain is to
touch the nostrils and ears of the infant with spittle by the
priest. Formerlly spittle was put upon the eyses and tongue of
the infant ; but that part of the ceremony seems now to be laid
aside. And yet no further back than the birth of king James
the 1st. (who is the Reviser of the Coramon Versionof the Bi-
ble, ) it appears to have been in use ; since, at his baptism, his
mother sent word to Hamilton Archbishop of St. Andrews,
who was to officiate on the occasion, to forbear the use of spit-
tle, saying, she would not have a pocky priest to spit in her
child’s mouth. See an abstract of the History of popery,part
1st. page 114, The prelate, it was well known, bad led so li-
centious a life, as 1o have become diseased through his debauch-
eries. In Queen Mary’s reign, the practice seems to have been
common : for when ibe martyr, Robert smith, was asked by
Bonner in what particulars papists dissented from’the word of
God in the administration of baptism, he answered: ¢¢ First,
in ballowing your water ; in conjuring the same ; in baptizing
children with anointing and spitting in their mouths, mingled
with salt ; and with many other lewd ceremonies, not one point
of which is able to be proved by God’s order.”  All of whick
he calls ¢ a mingle-mongle, and a shameful blasphemy against
Christ.” To all of which every sensible man must say Amen.

Chrism is another ceremony used both before and after
baptism. The parts anointed are the breast, shoulders and
head. The seventh ceremouy in this Jugglery is signing the
infant with thesign of the cross.

Should the reader require proof of the use of these various
observances, he may consult an able treaties on the ancient
rites and ceremonies of baptism,by Joseph Vicecomes,* a learn-
ed papist, as he is denominated by Dr. Wall, where he will
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find them largely treated, and the authorities for them fully ci-
ted. These ceremonies are also fully rehearsed and condemn-
ed by the ancient Waldenses in a tract on Antichrist supposed
to bave been written early in the twelfth century. Several of
thess tricks are still used by many who call themselves prot-
estants.  All this Jugglery is derived from tradition, and not
from scripture. If these infants were regenerated,ti was done
by these wicked priests and the sponsors, and not by the Holy
Ghost.

Our mission among other things is to show,—that the pe-
culiarities of Popery and Protestantism are based upon human
traditions. Secondly that the religion taught and practiced by
Jesus Christ and his apostles, is based on the New Testament.
Thirdly, wemust clearly point out the distinction between these
religions.  Fourthly, we must unite theintelligent and pious on
God’s word. And fifthly, we must destroy Antichrist, or Secta-
rianism. The same mother heresy, infant regeneration, which
gave birth to Popery, gave birth to Episcopacy, State estab-
lishments and all the concomitants of Popery,—they were
all engendered in the same dark womb of ignorance and super-
gtilion. As dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to
send forth a nauseous smell ; so does infant regeneration work
ruin in all the sects that have adoptedit. The land around-
ed which the martyrfires of Smithfield swore eternal hatred
to Popery,is now full of Popish dignitaries, Popish priests, and
Popish proselytes. The cause for which reformers toiled, and
confessors bled, is all Papal, except in name.

There are indeed pious and evangelical men in the English
establishment, and the echoes of,the Reformation have not
wholly died away in her Sanctuaries. But the gpirit that ani-
‘mates her, the impulses which guide her, the ceremonies which
she best loves, bear throughout the unmistakeable features of
Romanism. Gospel Truth, Vital Faith, and Scriptural Piety
are forsaking her altars ; because she is dressed and is wearing
the abhored livery of Antichrist ; and they are saying let us
depart hence ; this is not our rest; it is poluted. There
is no opposition to the principles of Romanism invalved in
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the struggle now going onin England between Episcopacy
and Romanism. Itis simply a contest between two kindred
Hierarchies, the one seeking to absorb the other. It is the
Mother striving to dethrone her eldest daughter. The sole
question at issue is, whether Pius IX, or Victoria I,
shall be Pope of England. The Pontiff of the seven-hilled
city, longsto rest the Crosier from the Pontiff of Buching-
ham Palace; and the latter like a true woman, has no inten-
tion of resigning her power. Here lies the whole pith of the
controversy between England and Rome. The bishops of the
English Church, while they are straining every nerve to pre-
serve her from the clutches of Rome, have no wish to purify
her {rom the tenents of Rome ; but rather desire to carry her
back to ancient Romanism.

Infant regeneration is working the ruin of Luther,s Church.
Itis questionable whether Luther did more good by what
he took away from Rome, or more evil by what he allowed to
remain. Luther’s church, the eldest daughter of the Refor-
mation, is to a great extenta nation of baptized infidels. It iy
a liuge corps of Neologists, Pantheists, Rationalists, and Deists
stiff, cold, and livid.

I may in some future number show, that infant regeneration
has underminded Calvin’schurch, and the New England Puri-
tan church, and that her ¢¢ three thousand pulpit politicians,”
nicknamed ministers of the Gospel, have deluged our once
happy country in civil war. Infant sprinkling is the Pandora’s
Box. Yours truly,

J. CREATH.

_____.___’..———————-——
For the Christian Pioneer.

INFANT REGENERATION, JUSTIFICATION AND
COMMUNION. NO. IV.

Bro. D. T. Wriaur—Dear Sir: Ihave yet several ob-
jections to offer against infant regeneration. QOne is, when
any child is brought by its sponsors to the parish minister
to be baptized, the minister is compelled by the State to pray
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thus:  *“ Almighty God * * * we call upon
thee for this infant, that he coming to thy holy baptism, may
receive remission of sins by spiritual regeneration.” Thus
the Episcopal Praver Book, and all the creeds in christendom,
catholic and plotestant connect regeneration and pardon of sing
together. They stand or fall togethoar. He that is regenera-
ted is pardoned, and he that is pardoned i3 regenerated. He
cannot be in one of these moral states or conditions and not
in the other. And more than this, the New Testament teach-
es the same doctrine. ¢‘Be baptized for remission of sins. He
that believes and is baptized shall be pardoned,—whosoever
sins you pardon they shall be pardoned. Arise and be bap-
tized and wash away your sins.”’

Now here is the difficulty, which I hope the advocates of in-
fant regeneration will attend to, and remove, or else cease the
practice of the dogma: These creeds one and all teach, that
infants have only one sin, called original sin, in the singular
number, how then can infants receive remisston of sins in
baptism,in the plural number, when he has one sin only to be
pardoned ?—How can he receive that which he has not par-
don of sins ? How can he be forgiven a debt which he does
notowe ? An infant has only one sin, baptism is for sins in
the plural. I hope our brethren will press this difficulty up-
on its defenders.

Well again. These justified and pardoned infants, when
they grow up to maturity, do not give any greater or better
proof of their regeneration or pardon, than those who were not
thus regenerated and pardoned in infancy. Consequently it
was all a mistake, If they had been made new creatures and
pardoned, we should see the fruit of these things in their lives.
The tree would be known by the fruit. The whole thing is
therefore, a cheat, a fellony,a religious. Jugglery. They canno:
receive pardon of sins for they have no sins. They cannot be
regenerated for they are incapable of it. They have no agency
in either pardon or regeneration. If itisa good thing to be
pardoned, they canuot be praised for it, and ifit is an evil
thing they cannot be blamed for it. The praise or blame of
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thess things is ell due to their parents.

Suppose I putapen in the hand of an orphan child and hold
his hand and make him sign me a quit deed, giving’me all hig
property, could he be blamed for that! What would people
g1y of me for forcing a child to do such a thing ? T wouid be
soorned and hated by all good men for such a villianous deed.
1 once proposed the above difficulty to an Episcopal Bishop.
And how do you suppose he got out of 1t? Oh, he
said, baptism was for future sins. Ah, said I, Bishop, you
have cut the knot, but you did not wntie it. Pardon sins
before they are commitied! Cancel debts before they are
contracted ! . These things are impossible. This is thie Cath-
olic doctrine of indulgences, pay for the sins beforehand and
commit them afier you have paid for them. If any other per-
son can do better with this difficulty than the Bishop did,. Jet
him try his hand at it. I wish some infant regeneralor to
golve the dificulty, wuntie the knot.

Again, il infants are regenerated and pardoned in baptism as
say all the creeds, then infant communion at the Lord’s Table
will follow as a thing of course.  All the reasons and scriptures
which are offered for infant regeneration, can be and are offer-
ed for infant communion. If infants are entitled to baptism,
they are equally entitled to the Lord’s supper. If they under-
stand the nature and obligations of baptism, they do the Sup-
per likewise. If you force baptism on your children, force
the supper on them also. They need the Lord’s Supper as
much as they do baptism. All regenerated and pardoned per-
sons are entitled to the Lord’s Supper,—they ought to attend
10 it. In Acts thesecond, when the apostolic, holy, mother
and pattern christian church, heard the gospel, believed it,
and were baptized for pardon of sins—These persons continued
afterwards steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching, and in breaking
of the loaf, and so did all the apostolic congregations—as the
mother congregation practiced, so did all the congregations.
Phe Roman Catholics do the same from whom the protestant
sects received infant regeneration. Go you and do likewise,
all you protestant sects, give the Lord’s Supper to your re-
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generated infants, bring them to the Lord’s Table with you,
and put the bread and wine in their mouths, and be consistent.
And then enjoin upon them the practice of all the christian
duties, virtues and graces as the apostles did on their converts
in the epistles. For if pardoned and regenerated as you teach,
then they can do all the things enjoined on christians in the
apostolic Epistles. " To baptize them first, and then pardon
them afterwards,is putting the cart first, and the horse dekind.
If one of your pardoned and regenerated infants should ever
be pardoned in adult years, then he would be regenerated
twice, which some of you believe to be impossible. Once in
grace, always in grace ; once pardoned forever pardoned.—So
says orthodoxy. Yours Truly,
JACOB CREATH.
—_— -

For the Christian Pioneer.

A FEW THOUGHTS.

God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world-—
Gal. vild.

I listened to a discourse upon the above text of Scripture a
few weeks ago, and although it was an eloquent and soul stir-
ring sermon, and one that will no doubt long be remembered,
at least, by some of the audience, I think that the text was
misapplied ; at least, I differ with the brother as to what Paul
meant when he said he gloried in the ‘¢ cross.”” I donot think
we are to understand that he gloried in the Roman cross, upon
which the Lord of glory hung, nor in the shameful death, the
dying groans, and expiring agonies of the Son of God ; and yet
such was the argument of the brother, I cannot so understand
the apostle. Ithink nothing could have been farther from the
mind of the inspired writer,when he penned those sacred lines :
*“God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me,
and I unto the world.”

Now we have the term cross, used some seventeen times in
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the New Testament. See Phil. iii. 18 : ¢ For many walk, of
whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping,
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ.”” 1 Cor. 1. 17,
18 : «For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the
gospel : not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ
should be made of none effect ; for the preaching of the eross
is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved
it is the power of God.” The same apostle says in another
place, that the gospel is the power of God unto salvation to ev=
ery one that believes it. Hence the preaching of the cross and
the preaching of the gospel are synonymous terms.

Paul might glory in the triumphant resurrection of the Sa-
vior, and in his coronation as King of kings, and Lord of lords,
but never in his death and sufferings,—never in the Roman
cross upon which the Lord was crucified. Well if he glori-
fied nol in such scenes as these, in what did he glory ? for he
gloried in something.

Now it is clear to my mind, that when Paul said he gloried
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, he meant thathe gloried
in the gospel, he gloried in publishing the glad tidings of sal- -
vation to a lost and ruined world, he gloried in the aflictions
the persecusions, the trials, the strips, and the imprisonments
which (he preaching of the gospel entailed upon him, and
rejorced that he was counted worthy to receive such things for
the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

Paul was a noble hearted fellow. Iow many are there of us
at the present day, that would hold out faithful to the end, were
we called upon to endure such things as are recorded in 2 Cor.
xi. 24--30. Paul says: ¢ Of the Jews five times received I
forty stripes save one; thrice was I beaten with rods,once was
I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have
been in the deep ; in journeyings often, in perils of water, in
in perils of robbers,in perils hy mine own countrymen,in perils
by the heathen, in perils in the cily, in perils in the wilder-
ness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren ; in
weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and in nakedness. Besides



