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APOSTASY.

to deatb." (1 Jobn v. 15, 17.) Peter no doubt speaks of
the apostate, when he says, tbat •• it is better not to bave known
the way oC righteousness, tban. after tbey have known it, to
turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them." The
reason is obvious. One wbo has'never known it, can become
s Christian, and obtain eternal salvation in heaven; but one
who has, and then bas apostatized, forfeits the favor of God
and is placed beyond the remedy of the Gospel! Hence," the
laHer end is worse wHh them than the beginning."-Hymell-
<!usand Alexander, mentioned by Paul seem to have been ap-
postates,as they bad made "sltipwrec"" of their faitb,lost It,and ,
he hAd delivered them over to Satan! James shows the progress
If) IlpOSlasy, He is warning Christians against yielding to
temptation: •• Blessed is the man that enduretk temptation:
for when he is tried [by them and does not yield] he shall re-
ceive the crown of lite, which the Lord hath promised to them
that love bim:" And as Christians are too apt to think, that
the Lord sends tbem temptations 10 try them,and to impute tbem.
to Him, he continues: "Let no [Christian] man say when
he is tempted I 11mtempted of God: for God CRnnotbe temp-
ted with evil, neither tempteth he any man." Now nJotice the
progress (0 apostasy: "Rut every man is tempted, when he
Ll drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust
hath conceived it bringeth forth sin; and sin, when it is fin-
ished, bringeth forth DEATH." 'l'hen he gives them a caution
.• Do Mi ert' [sin, 1my beloved brethren."

Paul, as'we have seen in Hebrews,urges the Hebrew Christ-
ians not to " neglect the assembling otfthemselves t.)gether,'·
etc, on Lord's day, to worship God by breaking tlte loaf, etc.
I&ndtben direclly follow his remarks on apostasy, beginning,
",ith the word" for," referring to their meeting together reg-
ularly to worship on every Lord's day, as an important means
10 prevent apostasy. It has been well.observed that the jailing
ott frdm attending, or tailing to attend, the regular Lord's
day meetings, to break tke loaf, is generally one gf the surest
signs of a di8positio'nto apostatize,. and where it leads to •
~otv.lMfllect in attending, it i.ss:ener",lI! a sure prelu.d.eto aposta-
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'sy and bardlyever fails toend in the Awfuland irreclaimable con-
dition! Let us exhort the holy brethren and sisters to attend
to all their duties regularly and punctually. so that they may
'stand perfect and complete in all ~hewill of God," and be feund
., walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blamelessly." J. R. H.

WINCHESTER,Scott Co. Ill. Apri128th, 1862.

THE SEVEN :MISSION~.

. 5. SECOBD AND LAST MISSION OF THE APOSTLll:8.

We come now to the second and last mission of the Apos-
tles. When on the coasts of Cesarea Philippi, the Lord Jes-
us Christ gave a S'per.ial mission to the apostle Peter, to open the
kingdom of heaven. On a~king his disciples whom they !!aid

, he was, Peter anticipated all the others in replying: "Thou
art tbe Christ, the Son of God ;" whereupon Jesus said to him:
" Blessed art thou Simon Bar-jona :fson of Jona] for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Eather wllich is in
heaven. And I sav also unto thee, 'fhat thou art Pe'ter, and
upon thig rock [the great TRUTH enunCIated hy Peter] I will
build my Church; and the gates of hell [hades] shall not pre-
vail against it." And then follows tne oommision given him
by the Savior to Co set up" or open his kingdom: "And I
will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom: and what80ev-
ar thou shalt btnd on earth shall be bound in heaven: and what-
soever tbou shalt loose on ear~h shall be loosed in heaven."
(Matt; xvi. 13-1~.)

After. the resurrection of tbe Lord Jesus, Christ and before
his ascension. he gave 8 second and last commission to his apos-
tles, whicb we have recorded in the four testimonies of Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke and John. Some suppose, tbat each one
of these four writers in recording the commision bave recor-
ded the same in substance; but an atlention to the different
items of conversion, that are requisite to constitute a person
a Christian or disciple of phrist. will sbo" us that this ~nnot
be the ease and that the idea is a wrong one. TIlese are sn••
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and are follows: 1. Preaching or Teaching.. 2. Faith ••
3. Repentance or Reformation ,. 4. Oonfusion,. 5. Bapti8m in
order to remission of sins; 6. Pardon or Salvation,. and,
7. Reception of tke Holy Spirit. Now, no one of these re'
cords contain all these; &6 we will see by an examination of
them. That recorded by Matthew is as follows:

•• Go ye therefore, and teach all natious, baptizing them in
finto] the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
IIoly Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you: and, 10, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world."-xxviii. 19, 20.

Now here we have but two of these items teaching and bap-
ti'lm ; aud what is termed the" formula," of baptism •• into
the name of'the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
-but we have to go to the other items.-Let us now go to
Mark:-

,. An(J he said unto them, Go ye into all tbe world, and
preal.lh the gospel to Hery creature. He that believetb and

, is bllplized shall be saved; bllt he that belie,"eth not shall be
damned,"-Mark xvi. 15' 16.

Now here we have two more of these items, faith anei salva-
. tion or pardon, as well as the "preaching" before, alld the
•• baptism" after the •• faith," and before the salvation. But
we have yet others of them to find; and must go to Luke :-

If Afld be said unto them, Thus it is written and thus it be-
hoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third
day : and that repentance [rifamration] and remissiqn of sin,
lIhould be preaclted in his name among all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem."-Luke xxiv. 46,47. . .

Here we have two more of these items, reforrrlationand re-
minion of sing, •• baptism" being understood before •• re·
mission" and the •• preaching expressed, &8 preceding al1.-
But we have yet to find one more; and for that we will go to
lohn:-

•• ThAnsaid Jesus to them again, 'Peace be unto you: as my
Father hath sent me, even 80 send I you. And whfln he bad
.id this b. breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive y~
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tIu Holy Spirit j whosoever sins re ,.emit, they are remitted
unto them; and whosoever sIns ye retain, they are reo
tained .••-Jvhn xx. !l1-!l5.

Here we have tbe reception of 'the Holy Spirit, the olher
and last item; as well as "remission of sins,' preceding it,
•• baptism" and tbese other items being understood; for wber.
any or more of these different items are expressed, and the oth·
ers not, they are always under8tood.

The position we'take. then, is, tbat it takes all these records •.
Pllt togetber. to constitute what we term "the COMMIssIoN;"
and tbat no single one of tbem expresses it all. .t\s each one
of tbese four writers wrote to a difterent people, be recorded
so mucb of the commission as was consonant to tbe design he
hat! in view in writing; and in language as was mORtsuitable
to express it. adopted to tbeir comprebensions, and suitable to
the circumstances by which tbey were surroundecl.-In the
first chapter of Acts of Apostles. we bave tbe order in wbich
tbis commission was to be carried out:

II But ye sball receive. power after tbat' tbe Holy Spirit i.
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me botb IDJe-
rusalem. and in Judea, and in Samaria, and untothe uttermost
part of tbe earlo.'·-Act8 i. 8.,

And we will see, when we come to tbe carrying oat of the
eommission. that it was fulfilled by the Apostles and Evangel-
ists in this order.

As in thefir8t mi88ion of the Apostles, and in that of the 8ev-
enty, we find: tbat tbey were empowered by the Savior to work
mirAcles. in confirmation oc'tbe word of God preacbed by tbem.
and of tbe testimony tbey bore to the Savior; so now/we find
tbat tbey were to be empowered to work them. in tbe fulfill·
ment of tbis tbeir second and last mission, by tbe Holy Spirit
whom our Savior was to ~nd in the name of the Father. and
who was to take his place after his ascension to heaven. We
see that he said to tbe Apostles, "ye shan receive pO'IJJer after
tbat tbe Holy Spirit is come upon you," etc. ADd we see that
he prefaced the oommision in Matthew with tbe words. " All
power is given unto me in heaven' and in e.arth: Go ya tber.·



THE SEVEN MISSIONS.

,fore," eto. ; and in Mark, after the commission he said :
"And these signs [miracles] sball follow them that believ~;
In my name they shall cast out devils [demons]; they shall
speak with new tongues ; they sball take up serpents; and if
they drink any d~adly thing, it shall not hurt them; they
shall lay hands on the sick, and tbey shall recover."
And we are then told by Mark, that these were all fulfilled :
•• So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was
received up into heaven, and, sat on the right hand of God:
and they went forth, and preached every wbere, ,tbe Lord
working wilh them [by tbe Holy Spirit]. and. conlirrning the
~ with ,sigm following. Amen." Paul also, in his
epistle to tbe Hebrews, speaks of tbis, when he says: "For
if tbe word spoken by angels [messengers] was steadfast,
and every transgression and disobedien~e received a just rec-
ompense of reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect so
grf:at salvation; which at tbe first began to be spoken by the
Lord, and was confi1'1Mdunt<>us by them that heard him;
God b~aring them witness. both with signs and wonders, and
with divers miracles, and gifts of tbe Holy Spirit; according
to his own will?" . In Luke, we hear Jesu$ saying to tbe
Apostles, after tbe commission: •• And ye are witnesses of
these things; and behold, I send the promise of my father
upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until
ve be endued with power from on bigh "-that of the Holy
Spirit.-J obn says: •• and many otber signs [miracles] truly
did Jesus in the presence of his disciples which are not written
in thi~ book [not recorded in his testimony] : but tbese are
written. tbat ye migbt believe tbat Jesus is the Son of God;
and that believingye might bave [enjoy] life through his name."
It was to this great cardinal truth of the Christian religion-,
this most grand and sublime of all to man for his faith, and
which, like its subject. "alone on the records of time "-tha~
these four writers of the life of our Savior. bear testimony;
and its elucidation and proof was their great object. in writing
tbeir testimonies. Hence we see this design in every page of
their writings and in all the preaching of the Apostles and
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Evangelists. Witb tbem Cbrist "wasall and ili all "-the AI-
pba and Omega...,....tbebeginning,~be middle,and the end-ill the
language of a sacred poet:

" Him first, Him last. Him middle without end."
And in tbat of anotber sacred poet, tbey could say :

" To bear his cross, his name to bear,
Our highest honor this."

We come now to tbe fulfilling, or" carrying out" of tbis great
commission. They were, as we have seen, to wait at Jerusa-
lem until tbey could be empowered by the Holy Spirit, and
were to begin at tbat city-" repentance and remission of sins
should be preacher! in bis name among all nations, lJeginninf! at
Jerusalem." We also find in tbe prophecies of Isaiab and
Hosea, that" from mount Zion sbould va forth tbe law, and
the word of tbe Lord from Jerusalem." Hence we find tbe Apos- .
tIes waiting at Jerusalem, until tbe first Pentecostafler tbe
resurrection aud ascension of our Savior-tbat feast being in
commemoration of tbe giving of the law of Moses from mount
Sinlli, and the most fitting time of all otbers for tbe giving
of tbe law of Christ, particularly astbe pious Jews from among
all tbe nations of the eartb, whitber tbey had become scatter-
ed, wouM be .tbere-tbe disciples being assembled no doubt
in ~ bouse on mount Zion, to accord witb the propbecy, wben
tbe Holy Spirit came down from beaven, "as the sound of a
rushing mighty wind "-tbe roar 'of a hurrican-" and. filled,
all the house where tbey ~ere sitting. And there appeared un.
to them cloven [forked] tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
eacb of tbem. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak with otber tongues, [in foreign languages,]
8S tbe spirit gave them utterance," etc. 1,'he apostle Peter,
acting under tbe special commission, given him by our Savior
on tbe c~asts of Cesarea Philippi and which we hav~ quoted,
addresses the immense audience drawn togetber by this mirac-
ulous display, these" signs and wonders and gifts of the Ho-
ly Spirit:" and at the conclusion of his discourse, his hear-
era, "convicted. of sin" by the Spirit speaking tbrough
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him, pierced in the heart by the sharp, two-edged ".sword or
the:word of God," in the language of/aith and in all the agony
of penitence. cry out,: "Men and brethen what ~hall we do?"
Now, when .Peter replied, "Repent," he "preached repen-
tance," (reformation, as "repent" here means" reform,")
and wben he said, "and be baptized, everyone of you, in
thename of Jesus Christ, for [in order to] the remission of sins,"
he "'perached remission of sios in the name of Christ;" and
thus carried out the commission, and proclaimed the law of
pardon, which was~to be for all the world, and for all future
time ~ As when our Savior was condemned to be crucified,
the people had said, •• his blood be upon us and upon our chil-
dren," and as he had convicted them of having put to death
their promised Messiah and the Son of God, he further said tl>
them, •• For the promise is unto you and to '!lour children,

. and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God
8hall call." As it was not necessary that the apostles should

• fully understand themselves, all they said in reference to the
promises of God,aRd the predictions uttered by them, we think
Peter, as well as the other apostles, did not understand the
the expression, "and as many as afar off," to mean the Gen-
tiles, bUl the ••all nations" of the commission in Matthew,
the" every creature" in ~hat of Mark; and the" afar off "
here,as having reference to the "dispersed among the heathen."
the scattered Jews among .all nations. Hence we find that
the disciples of Christ who were scattered abroad" upon the
persecusion that arose about Stephen," "went every where
preaching the word," but, •• preaching the word to none but
unto the Jews only." And we find that Peter himself had to
be convicted by a miracle, before he could throw offhis Jewish
prejudices, and go to the Gentiles with the Gospel of Christ!

In conformity with the order of our Savior, (in Acts. i. 8,)
as we have already quoted, the Apostles and Evangelists con-
tinued preacbing in Jerusalem and in aHJudea, until the scat-
tenng of the disciples made by tbis persecusion-the Apost1elJ
8till remaining at Jerusalem-when SAMARIA. comes in for a
ihare in the blessings of the Gospel. This country being Jew-
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ish territory, that of the" ten lost t~ibes," carried away by
Sbalmanezer,andseuled up again by a mixture of people of dif-
ferent nations, who had adopted ~heJewish law and religion;
could not bE-fairly considered Gentiles,nor yet were they Jews,
and" the Jews. had no dealings with the Samaritans" be-
cause of theil' (Jeruile origin; but these Samaritans seemed to
have had a prefel'ance with the Lord oVllrall the other Gentiles,
on the above accounts; and to hare come in, before the king-
dom of heaven .was opened to the Gentiles, after the Jews and
under the same authority. Hence, as it was not necessary
that Peter sbould go and, opell the kingdom to them. or any
of the other Apostles, Philip, a noted EVRngelist, on whom
the hands of Apostles bad been laid,alld who no doubt was one
of tbe New Testament prophets, we find sp:>ken of by Paul,
(in Eph. ii. 20. ii, 5. iv. 11, and 1 Cor. xii. 28,) as a part of
the foundation, j()intly. with the apostle, (Eph. ii. 20.) of the
Church or' Christ, went to them. Philip preached, and he
"preached Christ unto them," the Samaritans; apd confirmed
the word of God by miracles, so that they believed him and reo
ceived it; "And the people with one accord gave heed unto
those things which Philip spake, hearing and leeing the mira·
c1es which he did: for unclean spirits crying with a loud voice
came out of many that were possessed with them: and many
taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed: and
there was great joy in that \lity." (Acts vii. 5-8.) Now
notice the result of his preaching an.d the confirmation of the
word: "But when they believed Philip preaching the thing'!
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of JesUIt
Christ, they were baptized both men and wOTMn," but no children
or they would have been mentioned too! We learn here,
that the preaching of Christ includes the preaching of hapti,m
as well as repentance, confession, etc. Philip preached, no
doubt, what Peter preached on Pentecost," baptism for re-
mission of sins," and every thing else necessary, In preaching
Christ. And his preaching to the Samaritans, baptizing them
etc. was approbated by the Apostles, as being in accordanoe
with tbe commiB8ion ; as Peter and Jobn, two of the cbief ~
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the Apostles, came down from Jerusalem to lay their hands
on these Samaritan converts, that they might receive the Holy
Spirit, in his miraculous reception, and be empowered to work
miracles; 88 this W88 necessary to the first congregations of
Christ; and they were all working churches.,

We come now to the opening of the kingdom of Christ to
the Gentiles. We have seen that POlterbeing specially commis-
sioned by our Savior for this work, u!led olle of the •• keys
of the kingdom'~ given him.by the Lord on the day of Pente-
cost, and opened it to the Jews; and now: we find him pent
for, to go from Joppa to Philipi. to the house of Cornelius
a Roman centurion, or captain of Ii hundred men, who on ac-
count it seems of his pious character, his prayerfulness, etc.
was sclected by the Lord to be, with his family the high-
ly honored recipients of this favor. Peter, as we have before
said, for t.he benefit of the Jews as well, as himself no doubt,
had before he would go. to be convin~ed by a miracle, that
the Lord was going to receive the Gentiles into his kingdom,
on an equality with the J,ews and as entitled to ,the same priv-
ileges, blessings, etc. But 88 soon as thus convinced, he went
without hesitancy, at the command of the Spirit who spake to
him and told him to go, •• nothing doubting,," as he had sent
the men for him. (It was a speaking, and ••not as dumb,"
sectaria n, Spirit that inspired the Apostlesof Christ!) And we
find him preaching there the very same things substantially,
that he did on the day of pentecost; and opening the king"
dom of Christ to the Gentiles as he did to the Jews. Instead
of commanding them to "repent and be baptized,every one of
them in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins ;" we
hear him saying to them, in reference to the Savior: " To him
give all the prophets witness, that through his name, whosoev-
er believeth on him, shall receive remission qf sins," (Acts x.
43;) aOli are then informed, that "He commanded them to
be baptized in the name, of the Lord Jesus." So they were
baptized in order to the remission of sins, as were those on
Pentecost. But, says an objector, the spirit was poured out on
the~ as soon as they believed, aDd hefore they were baptized'!
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-and what will you do with this, on your (our) theory of the
Teception of the Spirit after baptism? True, admitted, but
'What of it? It was the miraculous effusion of the Spirit" For
they heard them speake with tongues, and magnify God-and
'not the Spirit as baptized believers now receive it. And the
'design of God in it is evident: to convince the Jewish breth- •
ren who came with Peter, as well as all others, of the deter-
mination of God to receive the Gentiles into the kingdom of
Christ, as the Jews had been. Hence when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, and was attacked about the matter, by •• them
that were of the circumcission," we find bim 'narrating the
cirllumstances, and allying to them: "Forasmuch then a8
,God gave them the like gift as he did unto u.' who believed
<on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could
withstand God;" and again: •• And as I began to speak,
the Holy Spirit fellon them, as on us at the boginning"-on the
day of Pentecost. And we are told: "When they heard
these things they held their peace, and glorified God, saying,
" Then hath God 'also to the Gentiles gratlted repentance [refor-
mation] unto life." In these two cases-on Pentecost and at
the house of Cornelius-we have the baptism of the Holy Spir-
it; and the only two cases on record in the Bible. Let n.ose
who' now 80 loudly and strenuosly contend and pray for it,
show us the same evidences, the" speaking in new tongues,"
or languages they have never learned, the" cloven tongues as
offire sitting on them, etc. and we will then believethem, but
never until then !-We have now seen what was the commis-
sion our Savior gave his Apostles; and bow faithfully it waa
carried· out by them, in every particular; and bring this ar-
ticle to a close, with an apology for its length, 3S we could
Dot treat the subject as fully as we wished in Eborter compass.
. J. R. H.

Near SCOTTSVIlLE,Macoupin Co. Ill. May 14th, 1862.
a-a

Preachin~ was and is the special duty of Evangelists. The
four Gospels and the Acts of the 'Apostles develope and ex-
emplify this.-A. Campbell.
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'IHE BOOK OF REVELATION.
No.8

I resume my notices of the book of Re~elation, the regular
"ries of which has been.interrupted by pressing engagements
-principally 'by the writing out of the Debate between bro.
Sweene}' and Mr. Logan,(Mr. L.'s speeches, as bro. S. wrote
out his own,) which being now done with, I hope to be able to'
go on with my regular series of articles, without interTuption
until completed. We finished our last, number with the sev-
enth Seal ; and now take up the Trumpets. These, as we
have previously remal'ked, were cotemporaneous with the viall
or Censers, and almost identical witb them-the trumpet, the
ancient instrument)n :war, to summon men to battle, 89und a
retreat, etc. being used to denote the civil and military bellring
or aspect of events; while the vial or censer, the instrument
to burn iolceltSein, being used to denote the eCblesiastical or re-
ligious aspect of the'same events in this vision; and both co
temporaneous, to a great extent with the Seals.

THE VISSIONOF THE TRUMP.B:TS.

" And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and
,to them were given seven trumpets' And another angel came
and stood at tb. altar, having a golden censer: and there was
given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the
prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before
the throne. And the smoke of the incense, which came wilh
the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the
angel'S hand. And the angel took the censer, and filled it
witb fire off the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there,
were voices. and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earth-
quake."-Rev. viii. 2-5

To understand aU this we must remark, that it is an illustra-
tion drawn from the Jewish Tabernacle worship. In this, the
Holy Place typified the Church of Christ, and the priests. who
officiated in it, typifUd Christians, or the disciples of Christ,
who are spoken of in this book as ••kings and pr;e,t, unto
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God," (i6. v. 10,) and" prlests of God and of Christ," (xx.
6, )and ••as lively stones, [in ·reference to the ttmple worship,]
built up a spiritual house, [the Church,.] an holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ," and again, ., a chosen generation, " royal prie8thood,
an holy nation, a peculiar people, that ye should 8hOUJforth
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light." (I Pet. ii. 5, 9.) Before the Most Ho-
ly Place, representing heaven &ndthe throne of God, stood the
golden Altar, on which the priests offered incense, typifying
the offering of the prayers of Christians; and we can see from
that the allusion here, and the force of the illustration: The
fire used to burn the incense was not the common tire used in
burning fuel to warm and to wOl'kwith, but bad to be " sacred
tire" from the altar. The common fire was termed" strange
fire," in contradistinction to th'is sacred fire. And it was for
burning incense .with this common or "strange tire," that Na-
dab and Abihu, the:two sons of Aaron, (Lev.' xch,) were de-
stroyed! Hence the angel here took fire from the altar, to
b!1rn the inc.ense with.

We see here the great Importance of the prayers of Chris-
tians, and how acceptable to God tbey are! And we regret
to say, tbat j~dging from all we see and hear, ourbrethren art
greatly deficient here, more perhaps than in almost any thing
else where they are defective ! We have the right theory in
religion ; but, aIM! we fear that tbere are but very jew of the
great mass of tbem, either male or female, who are the praying
people tbey ought to be I-and hence the coldness, tbe luke-
warmness, the want of real, genuine piety and devotion, that
we too generally witness wherever we go! ••Wherein do y.
excel" sectarians?

This account of the angel bere, seems to be a prelude to tb.
Vision' of tbe.Trumpets and Vials, and a very fitting one too,
as a part of this Vision w~ that of the Censer8, or Vials.
the" tbunderings," "lightenings," and" eartbquake," which
ensued, when the angel put the fire in his censer and" cast it
into the earth," show the gr.at effects and commotions that
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were to take place on earth I .As these were in cannectirm
with the prayers of the saints, they no doubt denote inflictionl1'
on the world, In conBequece of these prayers. and on account
()f the persecusions olthe saints, and treatmen.t by the wicked~
We arB commanded not to take vengeance on our persecutors
and enemies, as the Lord says: "Vengeance is mine, I will>
repay." But, while we are commanded not to do this, and if
our enemies hunger to feed them" if they: thirst to give them
drink, etc. may we not, in praying to the Lord, as David did
in th~ Psalms, pray to him to take vengeance on them ?-at
least w:henwe are" persecuted for ri~hteousne8s' sake," or be-
cause we are fJhristians and" live godly in Christ Jesus?"
We allude not to war here, or to tbe enemies of our country;
bu~to enemies who may thus perBecute us. We find tha~when
thefifth Seal was opened, tbe s(>uls of those who had been
" slain for the word of God and tOrthe testimony wbich: they
held," which John saw under the altar, "cr,ied with a loud
voice, Sllying, How long, 0' Lord, holy and true, dotH. thou
not judge and avenge our blood on them. that dwell on the
earth? "-which was pTf1ying to the Lord to take venge&BCeon
them! But according to the doctrine of the "Bou,t sleep-
ers," there was nothing of tbis, as after they weI'S' slain"
there was, and will be nothing (}fthem untN the resurrection !:
-But tbis only by the way. I

Be all this as it may, in reference to prayer and praying"
we see the great imp()Ftance here ofpray~ to God, which is so.
mueh neglected: aad as we learn elsewhere, our prayers to,
be acceptable, must be opened to Him threugh Chri>lt~ must
be in faitho-according to his revealed will, or only for what
he has promised-and we must be found keepingall his com-
mandments and engaged in doing ,the things which are pleas-
ing in his sight. J. R. H.

At Mr. TBOlIWlH. CRouon's, Green Oc.lll. May 8tb,. 186~~,.

To Enngelists only, after the Apostles, was the eommalld-
-.eat ghru, to,' Preach the word.'-.A. Oampbell.
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[Continued from page, 521, Vol. I.]
No man can cpme unto me, I'xcept the Father that sent me draw him,

and I will raise him up at the last day. John vi. 44.
We perceive from the foregoing, that if we are drawn to the

Son, it must be done by tbe power of the gospel. With this
agrees the quotation of the Savior from th'e prophets, John vi.
16: "And they shall be all taught of God. Every man
therefore that hath heard, and hath learnd of the Father, com-
eth unto me." From this we perceive there is a hearing of
the Father neces~ary in order to a drawing to his Son. To
this agrees the declaration of Paul, in his letter to the Ro-
mans, in the 10th chapter and from the Gth to the 14th verse
inclusive. Some may ask what drawing there can be in this.
I an~wer, the most powerfnl that can be exerted on man as a
mpral agent; and, as such, God has addressed him in all his
communications to him. Ad Joshua says, xxiv. 14, 15:
"Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sinceritv and
in truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served
on the other side of the flood, and in Fgypt ; and serve ye
the Lord. And ifit seem evil unto you to serve the Lord,choose
you this day whom y,)U will serve.'" Again, Paul to the Ro-
mans, vi. 16: "Know ye not, that to whom ye yield your-
selves servants to obey, his servants ye are 10 whom ye obey;
-whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteous-
ness." The gospel contains the most sublime and glorious
promises ever presented to man. The righteousness of God
by faith, is revealed in it, in order to faith, as it is written:
"But,the just shall live by faith." We can easily see from
the foregoing, that the drawing used by the Father, is strictly
moral and that we must hear and learn in order to this draw-
ing; consequently the- d.octriDe. as taught in the quotatiG&,
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made in our former article, is a delusion; fo: infants being
incapable of hearing and learning of the Father, are not capa-
ble of being drawn to his Son in the sense of our text, and to
try to make it apply to them, is to wrest the holy scriptures.

But some may say then, that we would have infants, dying
in infancy, lost; to which we an&werno. Infants are not the
subjects of address in our text, but persons capable of hearing
and learning of the Father. Permit me to state, once for all,
tbat no soul of man will ever be eternally condemned for Ad-

, am's transgression; therefore. persons dying without violating
tbe law of God.or committing actual sin, will stand justified by
the obedience of Christ, as Paul teaches in Rom. v. 18.
" Therefore, as by the offence of one;judgment came upon
all men to condemnation; even so, by the righteousness of
one, the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life."
Just as many, as were condemned through Adam to deatb, will
be justified to life through Christ. Then, if we have not vio-
lated the law of God, or if our sins have been separated as
far from us as the east frorDthe west, we will live forever with
him. Infants not being capable of violating God's holy law,
will be raised to enjoy eternal life at his right hand.

We are drawn to Christ by love: "God s910ved us, that
he gave his only begotten S'ln to die, that whosoever believes
in him, should not perish but have everlasting life." We are
creatures that can be powerfully influenced,by motive, And
a greater motive cannot be presentelh to us, than that presen·
ted in the gospel of Christ. Hele we behold the love of God
to us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.

In the gospel of Christ, we leam our duty to our Crea~r,
and to each other; also, in tbe. gospel we behold the promises
of our Father to us: the first of which is the forgiveness of
our sins; the second is the Holy Spirit; the tbird is, bj a pa-
tient continuance in well-doing, if we seek for glory, honor and
immortality, we shall enjoy eternal life. 0 the glorious prom
ises of the gospel! Is there any power tbat the Fatber can ex-
ut on us, as we are, that can draw us equal to that exerted in
the gospel? Here we are addressed as intelligent beings,
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and as beings capable ofbeing influenced by motive. as the son
says. Matthew xi. 28,-30: "Come unto me all ye that
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke-upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly
in heart, and you shall find rest unto' your souls. For my
yoke is easy and my burden is light."

In contemplation of all, this, what manner of persons ought
we to be, in ail holy conv~rsa~ion and godliness, 2 Pt. iii. .11.
Could God do more for us than he has done? He gave his Son '
to die for our sins, and raised him for our justification, that
we through his otripes might be healed. 0 the goodness of
our heavenly Father! wby should we not behold it, an be
drawn to bjs Son, that he might raise us up at the last day!.-.

TOUR IN ILLN'OIS.
NO. 1.

On Saturday, the 25th day of .Tan.we left Lindley, Grundy
Co. Mo. our home, for Paducah, Ky., intending' to make our
rout through the State of Illinois, by way of Carrollton I Green
00. and by Mr. THOS.H .CROUCH'S,(where we are now,) ana
then on partly by the Illinois Central Railroad, to Golconda,
or some point thereabouts, opposite 0" near Paducah; as I
had never been in the State of Illinois, except tbrough the 'south-
western corner of it a few ye~rs ago, and wished to bave a
fair specimen of the great; rich and, thriving State of Illinois,
and to become acquainted with the brethren in it. And indeed
it richly deserves the name ;,and is fast becoming the" Em-
pire State" of the Great West \

In company with my worthy and highly esteemed friend,
MI'. JAMESWINTERS,of Lindely, whose many acts of kindness
to me I shall eve;r greatfully remember, we came on to La-
clede, in Linn Co. Mo. on tbe Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad,
where we t09k the cars for Palmyra, Mo. Monday morning.
The ground was covered with snow, which had previously fall-
en; and the weather, th ough 1thad moderated, was cloudy,
damp, foggy, and gloomy enough! The tedium of the trip
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W86relieved however a ~ood deal, by some fresh St. LOlli9.
newspapers of the morning, which we procured from the
newsboy on the cars.

About noon we passed Hudson, where we had to part with
my friend, Mr. WINTERa,who took the North Missouri Rail-
road for St. Louis, whither he was going; and in the evening
we arrived at Hannibal. A few minutes took us to the resi-
dence of bro. SUWARTthere, where we !itopped a few days, on
our trip to the country, when we first oame to Mo. in March,
1860; and where we spent a part of the time we were at
Palmyra, during this trip. Owing to a very much inflamed
l\nd sore foot, and an attact of illness, in oonjunction with the
VArybad weather, consisting of rain, sleet, etc. we remained
at Palmyra and in the vicinity some two weeks, spending some
(.f the time at bro. LONGMIRE'Shospitable mansion Jlnd at our
t1'uly pious and devolted old bro. BRYAN'S,(the father-inlaw of
bro. WII.KES,) whose kindness to us ID something needful and
more substantial than mere words, I shall ever greatfully re-
member. May the Lord reward him for it, in this world and in
that to come t Could we meet with suoh brethren every where
we go, we should never want for any thing of this world's that
we need! It is said: " A friend in need is a friend indeed; "
Rod we can say: II A brother friend in need is a brother in-
deed I"~ We also, while at Palmyra,spent the most ofa day
with our venerable and talented brother, Eld. JACOBCREATH,
who resides there. whose name is so well known all over
tbe land, and" whose praise is in all the churohes." It was
a most agreeable time to UEl, the day we spent with him and
his truly Christian Consort, sisto Creath; and we had a real

"Feast of reason and the 110.w of soul,"

of the right kind, as it was of a relifliou& oharaoter. Bro.
Creath carried us back to ••days of auld lang syne "-to the
Jlarration of interesting soenes of his life and periods of his
ministry, in years long passed away. A poet says of old
times :-

<l These good old hmes-all times when old are good-
The pres.ent llre,Ql' might be If ther wontd i')

I
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but we must dissent from the sentiment, as to the times now
-partioularly at suoh places as Palmyra, Coroertainly

(, The times are greatly out of joint,"
-at least there, as well as at many other places! We great-
ly sympathized with bro. Creath, on account of the l!Ioretrials
to whioh he has been subjeoted, and the afBiction or distress
(\f mind, as well as of body, which he has bad to undergo in
his old age; and hope that when peace is restored to our· be-
loved cQuotry, he may yet have many years oC the s.1Dsbine
of life, peacefulness and prosperity; and that the sun of his
life set unclouded, clear and witb the glorious light of immor-
tality, dawning on him Crom beyond tbe grave! May tbe
good Lord spare bis useful and venerable life for many yeartl
yet to come! The brethren should not neglect these old
•• soldiers of the cross: II who have had 00 •• the barnessof
the Gospel" for many long years, and" borne the brunt of
the battle; II who hve made so many saorifioes for the great-
est and best of all causes on earth; and been Ie spending and
spent" in it for nearly all their lives! The brethren should,
•• out of the abundance" which many of them have, see that
their wants are all bountifully supplied, which comparative-
ly alittie from each one would do; and they should do it vol- ,
untarily and un!\olicited on their parts. They owe these old
PIONEERS in the cause a debt, which tbey can never repay, for
their many and various labors, privations, sacrifices; and suf-
ferings; as they bave toiled on for its success and the propaga-
tion of apostolic Christianity, through the heats of .summer
and tbe cold, and "nows, and rains oc' winlel', for many long
years; and been the great instrumentalities, in the hands of
God, in spreading the light of truth and true religion over the
land: until we have seen the cau·se of Christ brought to the
present great 8tatU8, to wbich it, has arrived; and have seen
the disciples of Christ, in these United States of America, in-
crease, in a single generation, from a mere lumdful to about
half a million of-members! Let the brethrell, while they are
contributing of their means to sURtain our younger preacher I!I
and for otber purposes, DOt forget these old so)diel'8, who with.



tongull''altdjteJi bkte'ib'W~~'so" mu~H~tIioUghthey may.
Bomeorthefui ~~6lne'$ttptn.&n1'lb8~d,;":orn out; and unable
to toilanylonger! "Tb&il'lpa8r.M'ices' t~tle tltein and their
fatrrilies'tOan $il!Rf~8.•pPort.'loagll8,they live. lfour Meth-
otiij;~ friend'li 'attend :td tbeWalfM: of'theiI' "superanDUA'ted
preaoberiJ,~' '88 ",~seetll~y \i()"ud 'M-resl!peeiaHhndSet 8~rt
f0i'thetrben6fi',>shaU~b8. 'l)ehind<tMm: i& these' things?
By nOm~8ns. 'rAs'we ar.i,ab~~d ij'fthem in the theory of
religion':""in having tlJs'tru6':ilystem of the Gospel--Iet US ~o
ahead ofthem"in these other ~attet!iaiJ.dthings too ; and not
beJllgging behind them here, as is too generallytheCliBe!

So brethren,litir yourselves up, and be Ji6longer'so dilatory;
in these matters ! FrolhWhat lfeeouldlearn, bto~Creath's
laborilthis year, will be confin~ -pretty much toPa;lmyra,
and ,the region of co~ntry there abOuts; May the Lord eon-
tiliuet() '91e.sslthem; and to bJess him and hIS family too!-

'While 'at PaJmyta,we deliv,ered bitt &nediscourse, on-the
Lord's tia-yafte'r our arrival, as the brethren had no meetings
atnig-ht. C(jn8ide~ingthetilnes, imd the badness of the weath-
er,waJkeng'being very slippery and constant,danger of faJJing,
down, from tbesleet, w~ found tbe' Lord'sday meeting much
better attended: thanw,! antidpated' Some mernbers bad fallen
off; '8Mdone at least of whom-we .heard, who had once' been
among the mostze"lous, had become the most uncompromis-
Ing and bitterest enemy of'the Chur6h ! '.As the apostle Paul
sa.id:.·· The Ll1rd'!'ewardbimticcorriingto his deeds "-whieh
He will most'assured'!y\QO!_ We hadintended leaving for
Hannibal'on the next Saturday evening, so as to be there on
Dod's dlty,but,owing to a delay of lheellrs, we did 'not getoft

, tt!itil-Monli'8y;' So we atte\'lded the Lord's day meeting, and
, heard am06lie~ctlnentLootl1!'e from bro. Cmu.TB,one ofaseries

of .1Orit~h.;l.ectqres he~~s deliv~ring Oil . tbe Gospels. or
Te,8timoni~s.ofM,stihe\V, ..:MarJe,,Luke ,and John-:perhap~
to he continued~nthrl?ugnthe New '1'estam~t, or ~t least the
bookof ActS-And wbleti,when compteted,wrll be well worth
pllblishHlgin a book. .Will bro. Creath listen to . \be' 8Uggee:-
don"and~~ ~hem~r'the press? .1. It.~. .

AlAiI'. T~:ll. c.voa:s, .Galeen Co. Ill..May9th '1862
,,
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'~d to ~~e'oi it ; ~1iUetli~'otli8iiUotthatOliuroh hav8
no ri~fw1i~teTer to:.panab olit,' and are ,consequently not
el1bJ~taofit;'nbr,'1ia~ w~'al1~.allthoritt to inVite them to do
sO,9ianl right toofter it to them'. ,Tbi.8~ be termed •• clo8e
C9lnInunion" •• 'al1d col1d.6IJlIled'asIfUc~; but. it is that oftha
Neli, 't~s~~lnt-=A8l"ecogt1~d aridpracti~d by the apostles
aiid theprlmi~ite,0J)#s~~n8;'and th~hhould' be 'suftlcientfor
Us. 'We~a!.'betegarded as ..t90 exclusive and uncharitable
iJih,oldingsu~h views; b'1l.ttilatmatters nothing wit1;l us~ Btl

they are S~riptural. . We would be just as ~xclusive and un-
~haritable in refusing to receive into the Churoh and fellow·
shipping those wll'o have not been immersed I; but who among
uswour~thin~.ofdoi~g,. tliis ? .••That the Lord's Sapper as an
ordiJiI~nceblqngs 'to tlle Church~ we learn first from the type.
That'the.tewishTabernaole. or rather the .HoIy Place. of the'
Ta.Qein~le,typ'itled the Church ,-aa the MOst Holy place was
a type of'H~aren,andtb:e Outer Court of the alien world •...•
is, ,e .b~lieve, generally admitted;. anel also that the Table of
Sh,ewBread waBaty'J!6ofthe Lord's Table, or Supper. .Now
a&~t belonged fo the TabernaeIe, and was in it, so the atiti·
tipe orth~Shew:Sre8d, the Lord's Supper, belongs .to the
Church otChrist, and is to be found nowhere but in that.
And ~ t~eJewisllprie8t'\tere the,only class of perSons for
whoudt was lawful to eat of the Shew Bread, and they ifIpilied
Christ~s, ~ho are.inoonBenqueu~ called, II kings aDdpriests
un~ Go!!;" and, C' a roy~l priesthood; "so Christians, or the
disCiples of ,Ohristare' the only class of persons who have the
ri,~t and ~rivilegeot~ating'at the Table of the Lord. A com•.
mon Jew, who was not a priest, would have had just asmueh
right'~ e~tor~heShewlJread, " wuioh'jt was lawfuffonone but

. th~ ~8t'. tc.> eat,Uas. now for 'an "outsider''' as to the ChureD.
wlulthe.r 'ali,ti. or sectarian, to partake of the Lord's Sapper.
We find.lsO ~~tthe type was fully oarried out in the anlitypq
by .U1~apoiitles; ~ it was those and those only, of the first eon-
gregtati?D of Ohrtst,' II t}.ie!nodel . church, •• atJ"'usalem of
whom.it is Said':' \ "And thtycontitiu~d- stedfastlyih the 1-

~tJ.es, doctfrne [teA6hing] and feIl6w~hip; [contribution,]



and in brea1'ing-.ofbreqd,{ the Lo.,d'sSuppel!.] ~d io pray~l'~"
{AcUl iL4! ] Again, we bave a refereocetpthe:Suppel"~S
follows:c uAod upon'the first day of, tbe .,!~k. ,when t46
disciples came together to break br,ead [to eat t~e Lord's S~p.-
per,]. Paul preached unto them; ready to depart on the mor•.
row; and continued his speech until midnight!' .(Aote ~i,7.)
Here we find a~in that itw88 the diseiplesof ClnW,or Chri •.•.
tians,who,and who alone,were the subjects of. this ordin-
anee, and privileged t<i partake of it. And .~e"ao learn ~r&,
that "the first day of the week, " Lol'd's day·,·wasthetime at
which they were in theh~bit of asSembling together: .{or Wat
purpose; and in the preaching an.esampleof the" .posties.
teaching." We:alao und PlHllflpeakil)g oHts observADeein .tbe
CGrintbian cburch, in correcting- ,the perversi\)n$' of re-
ligion. which bl¢ gotten into that congregation j and their meet-
iug together ; which shO'Wthat these disciples had a regular 01'

Slated time to attend to It, as at Troas.· on every Lord '8 day-
Nor do we findanytbing, in &lIthe history of the Church,in.
Acts of Apostles, or in the Epistles, eonilicting;withwJ:lal we
have been stating. OurSavior~ ininstitutirig. the Suppet, .to
which we find Paul alllidingin. Corillthians,inoommentJng on
ltfldesign, gave it to bis disciples which shoW'sit was. 'robe
restricted to them," with the aolemnin. junction t "'.fhis do
in rememberancca of me; for 88 often .l'8 ye eat(\f ~hi8 brea4,
[loaf;] and drink of th,is cup, ye do shew forth, tbe"Lord's
deatbtill he come.' And it is moreover ~corded iI;lChurch
history, that for theJirBt tbree hundr$l.. yea•.•after the days
efths apostles tbe diseiplesof Christ, wbe~h~r in.city or qQaD-
try, were.in the habit of meeting together, on ~ Lord's
day, to attendtGthisor4inauce, as weihaall. the orc1inan~
of the Lord'sllouse, pertaining to the worship of. Gqd.

2; Having shown, by arguments of the clearest and PlOBt

. conclusive cbaraoter~hat the Lord'saup~f lun ordhll~noe be
longix:g to tile Ohurch. of Christ,alld to,. n~ oth~r
body', or to those ou161deof that Church, alid~t the
member.soC thatsre tbe only persons 'Wh(i''bav8 the
rigbt ~tldprivileg~ of partak.ingof its e~bleflls,W6liow 'Pro-
ceed, In the seoona P~i to show what 1t ~ \ooonstitute
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a pemn_ di~fltel'f(0hl'ist,';.aOh.~,~r 8lQembeT of his
0fJ.1ircl:i{ ,m-his iB'som~thing':of;tbegreatestimportanee, as.up-
oh:it depen.ds 0Ufoedftpyin8" •• wof favor,:,aceeptance,JItld
c~nabt"'l8.~ .(rith'<l()(i.,;t~~bjoflMln,tofJllmlission·ofsin~.
t1i&!'rile~i(jtlof"'e'HoiIl 'SI»ritJ.;.andtheeomfoJ'ting and sane-
tifiirrg U!'ft~Me's ot:that; Spirit ;:aBdbe~Dg.ptaced in. a situa-
ti6n'.(dr the '#HAMilpof<person.gfer:heav.en,· apdthe .formation
of that'cfifi,oattBr; ~e&$ary fOl! entering the •.&bodes of eternal
felWity;attll *l:i~enjoyment.ofbappine88M1d glory in the man-
sibl1s&immottality. rrne,lle conditions are ,~. .1. Faith inthe
IbrdJeliull Ohris~as tlieMessiah •.Son of God. and Savior of
tb. World ; ~.<Repelltanoe• .or Ref O1'1Iiatum, ,towards. God.in
s'goodlysbrrowforsln' and turningawA}' from·it ; .3.0on/ea-"
siim witlitheimoutb befol1lmen, that· Jesll. Christ i8the Son
of God; '&nd,4. 1Japtiam in ord81'to the "emission of .sins.
itt thff BalM o',Chti~:t as theaHd/uwi'?l,,. i,.tp tbjl1l'&me of the
Father. and Gf'~eSon,~na. of toe Holy Spirit, as the/arm-
'll/a ;Mda burial irrwatel! ,andrai,sin/t6ut of it. as the action.
THe indivmuIL]whocompliee with these conditions,· becomes
8 di~eip~of (Jhri$t;'or Christian, according to the teaching
of tb~;N'e'li Te8talne~t; and no one iaat liberty to omit, or
set 8~de'8:tlyolleof these conditions, 01"00 to substitute any
tlung/else iii- the place of them,nfJhristian ioap~i8mbeingthe
~m~.'&(Jt, or the act of di,cipling. ius necessary as any
or· tb~IlF;and just asD1l1c~ani1}diapenaable condition ofq11ali-
fil1atib~ for pArt.akhlgof the Lord~s ~ppei:, 118 faith, -or any
th~ el$e toeqaitredto bec~e a disciple cif-Christ.

:W~ll'linnaw 4lEl6who ar8'the 'subjectitof, theordninace of the
J,.MId'e Supper; and who; -,aTild who alone, .'are privileged,
ana';ha,,& tW "ngh.' •W Ji8rtakfl of it. It is such, and
and SU~k'8l~tf~ "'hoM weare .• authorized to invite to
t~Lotd'at8ble;'imd'" _whom to oifer theemblem8'of the
tl1eStipplffT 8!J<f'\'f8';~v~no''l'ight to debar; or exclude any
8li6hfr(;b it,· It'trtlle:ZOrd'8 ~i>le·.and not oUrs: and all ,his
tt1le~gf;lnlliq~:4j&~pl~ih!'ve '.t~e right and the privhegeoc ae-
ce8IJ tID ,it.:'[uIt, &b<OOd:berestri~~ctos\J;Ch-t.hose who,aspen-
it4mtJbeHe-vfR_'the __ lesus-Chri$lihav8' conieBiled'him



with the ,~puthibefore ~n ; and "W,hohav~obeyed thegQ~l
from'$e ~art, by being buried with him in bapt~lPl1tipoJ'der
tOl'ise and waikin Bewnessof life.' And I wouJdadd w this,
who also wear then~me Ohri8tipn, &8 thllir denomiD&tk>nal
name, to the 6xclllsion of all par~y and sectar,iannam68 ;, and
who belong to IIr "denomination wearing the na~ ,CkUfMQ!
(Jkriat, or. Ohri8tian OMuck, ,tQthe exclusion of.a,11·ee~x:ian
names..Tothese,and th~ alone, 8ho\1ld thfi eJllbl!llDs.be
offered " andtheee, and, these only, should Pe invited:,to,' p~-
take of them.~ You may call thffl ",cl~ ¢ODll:tlUniqn,"'!~n-
charitable," " exclusiveness," O1'what you plellBs:.butjt lscer-
minly in a(}cord.aneewith the 'U!lWhingof the. New Testa~ent ;
and while we:ll&vethe authority <?fthat, withpreceptlliRd ex-
ample for ,what we say and do, we are reg~rcdle~' of the, Cfjn-
suresor disapprobation of Dl&Jlkind:

But, says on,e"d<>esnotlthe &pp,stlesay: ••Let ~ ~an ~~am.·
ine "'ims~lf, and so let him,e",tand so let,him drink ?"-88it is
the" Lord's table,~'>n¥()t QU~8,hJl,:vewe any J:if4ht-tosay ,who
shalJpartake,and whosuall not ?to either invite,or eXt\lqde ,?"
I am aware that the apostleusesthissxpression, but Icontend
that he does not use it in this sense,' in w~ch it is 80 often
takeu ;aud consequently that it does not prophibit us from ill-
viting to/, or excilldiog from; the Lord's ,table. His remink~
here were elicited by the mllllner in whioh the Qol'inthians
wer~Qbserving th~,Supper. Instead of. pal'taking of it ,88 a
com~rative jnstitution..,..in,reference,toits emblematicalcm~~
acter, asrepreSeTJtil:lg the brokenbo.s.y andshedbJood of.the
LordJe':lusChrist-~hey had p~T?!.erledit.toaJeast of revelry and
druokness,Jike', the, I'agall ~rgies. in honor of Bachus/their god
of wine and,drunkenness;alldoiti, this that it wae:thede&ign
of the apostle W con6Ct .. <He tells th~ ;, ., Wheltye come
together thereforei~toolle~e/thiil is not to eatt.he L9rd's
Supper: form el.ltingsvery one taket)l before other- ,his own
SU{lperl: aod onels,hullgry a~danother is drunken." 1il1e.tirs,t
that calUs, without waiting fOrl/.1lthe ,~ngrfJga\jO\lto ~~elil~le,
eataR the bl'laadand 'dJ'&l1kIllI the wine; and ~e co.n~6quen<;e
waS:,thatbydrillkiog ,to.excess they:were ~e_ dru~k;"hiljj



tbmrisn6thing left f6tthe others:who oa~ aft6rthem
Henoetbeapb8tl& seV'~tely repf()V'es them for 8Uc'hconduot :
'( What ?lIave' y& DQt houses to eat 'and· to .drink in' or de"
sp;se ,e toeo'hurehof God' and shame tbem that'have DOt?t~
OAti Y01lnofeahnd drillkin your own hou8M" and ,not dese-
crate tbehous8 of God lind Fttt to sbame thOSf'ofyo'liroollgrega-
tion Wh6bave:none to .eat and drink in-for it seems that such
WQ,. the "ea$ewith i~,poolmember's : and as th()88who were
l)ett8r off, s8emed:tO.have furnished the bread and, wine, they
e&inefirst, eat arid drank it aU up, and left nothing for those
oomingafterwards I

The apostle then, "fter setti_g before them the institution
and design of,the Lord's Sllpper,: says to them: ,u Where.
fore whosoevltrshalleatthisbread, and drink this cup oithe
Lord Uriworthi1y,~hall beguUtyof the bOdy aad blood of the
Lord: "{thatis~ whosoever of youahallmakea bacchanalian
feast of it, and not pal'takeof it as rep1'esenting,the crucified
b()~yandshe4b1ood of the LOrd, wiIl~mit an act, of a cb_ar.
acter similar to that of .crucifying our" &viQr and shedding
his'blood I Th~n follows the expression :" But let 'A man
examine himself, and so'let him eat of that, bread, and drink
oft~at cup;" that is,1et him examine himseli, ioreferenoe to
thus perverting and abusing the institution; .and eat and drink
oftheembletns oithe Supper as representing the body and blood
at the Lord-not thafhemust not eat and drink of it, if he hflp~
pens to feel bad,l)1' feel himself tobe an unworthy man aDd aU
tbis;buthe l'ItU8teatand drink of,it-itisa duty. a great and
high privilege-and.&ewill feel better and' h!'ve his 8pi~itual
health improved and his spiritual strenth renewed-if his life
aDd'char~ter arestlch astber ought to be.
Lt: And then:the apostle says: ' (" But he that eateth:and drink-
eth unworthily, eateth' and drinketh damnation to him8&lf,
notdiS<ierliing the LOrd'shoely :" tht is he that thus makes
a drunken feasfofit"as tneseCOritl{hians were doi'ng, eats .nd
drinks eondemnationto himself;· not eating aud· drinking in
remembrauOe, of the' Lord; or bf these emblems all i<epresendng
hill body and' blood-thus: " not:diRl1'ningthe Lord's bofty.·'



'Itence Paul tellst1iem~ tliat in cODseque'n'eeof theirtllue
perv.rting the institution, "many 'al'elspirituallYl1teMt ant
sickly ani-ong1ou, 'and nianysleep"...;...havebeeomeepiritllally
dead'! The apostle tben oloses this part of his epistle by say-
ingto tbem :. •• Forif we would judge ourselvea"--in refer •.
ence to this matter as we ought-·, we shoUld not bejudged "'by
otbers;. t, But when we are [thu@] judged, we 'are chastened
[correoted] of the Lord, that we~hould not be cOndeMned
with the world," who. will see the' wickedn$ss of suoh con-
duot and oondemn us, and thuB we wUllosecour ••good report
'Of those that are' without!' ••Wherefore," oontinlles the
apost1~; ••my brethren, when y8 oome togethertl> eat [the
Loid's Supper,] tarry oneforanother"--wait until you all
meet t0gethe'T, before you begin· to partake of it. nAnd if
any man hunger, let. him eat and drink at home"-and
not oome to the house of the Lord to' satisfy his appetite-.-
•• that ye oome not together unto oondemnation."

Suob is Our understanding orthelanguage of the apostle
bere in referenoe to partaking of the Lord's Supper; Webave
seen who are the proper subjeots of the ordinano~; and that
its place is in the house of th'e Loi·d. Itis tbeprivilege of
tbose in that, and of them aloile, to' partake of it.'!t is" the
Mw1.'8 Table and the Lord'R Supper; .andwhilewe cMl in-
vite theLem'" people to partake of it-and we have eeen
whom they are-we have no right torejeot any who are te-
ally his, OJ' to deny it to them. While all such have the righ t
to consi~r it their privilege, and themselves as invited; those
who .aN, not, have no right or pri-vilege to partake of it ; _od
of oouree, eannot oOlisider themeelvee'asamong tlHlmvited.
And there lS no danger of our eatingand'drinkrng oondemna •.
uon to ol1mlves, ae did the .corinthians, as we u·llderetand
the design of th'El iusthutiontol> well for tha~.. As to the,dan-
gel' of eating l\nddrinking ,t unworthily/'or "d~lD~atio~
i.o ourselves," there it! greater danger, as some writerjustly
ooserves,of o'ot eating and drir;lking at all !-andtliuBt'~y the
neglect of a positive-command and duty, of ineu.rrin'g "lie con-
demnation of the' Lord I J.lt/It.

Near DtT QUOIN, P~1'ft,Co.'IJ.L . .TUlle IOthjl861l.
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. •M.Elt4~s~" T~ forepiqg,issubsfaPtWl Y,\Q1J"l' flP~itl~llU,peu
thiA qlle$~ion'i··Whj~,hasal,"ays be~ .Q.Ut, ,uuderstandingof
~h~lloriptur,~,a$]~ ~bplp -the~upp~belong8.andwho h~~th e
;r~.hl,~.~,~~~.,<, An,d:w~~nfe8$l"-" itwa&~ith no little.'sur-
pr,is~.th.t"Wlp~pti~~d;p~omin~t brethren.t&kell differ~nt po-
8hi~n. i ~,~~l,"'e..a~~ti8ti~, that.t~.gr~t mass pC the br~th·
rlAnare .an1l-it:UP~_tP.i8m.a.~er,and thatlJle fiJ;m1conclusion
to:w4jcb;.aU will ultiinate}y ,come, will be that it:belo,~gs PllCU-

liarlytg the LOl'd'spepple-to such as are his IlCQordiqgto
fhe.gosp~l, those who hav:eco~plied with the r,equirements
of th,e,*,postles. and, that they, and thefalone, have th(lcright
to eat 9£ the LO,l'dj'sSUPPer.

~e give our rea,ders ,tlw following most excellent and
appl'pPO~ article froJDthe pen,.of our v:enerahJe brother
E;LI>. JACOBCR;EA~~,which we (;lOpyfrQUl the A. a.Review,
being the. third up. of..80 series of attieles written by him 011,

this subject ~11 that paper. . D.T. W. .

CHRIS1'IANS '.TAKING, THE SUPPER. WITH
. UNABPTlZED PERSONS. . .

BR9. :F:~ANK:lJN-.pea1'Sir, ;Gqd said t~ the Jews, U For
'fC. DO:UD,circumei~dpers()n ,shl\U eat thereof (the passover) ••••

Exod~. ~i.'Hl. n. thei!plainlu. expreBsedpl'~c~deqts (not
iJpplieq" ~u~ plainlr alld :P9si~ively expressed ..pl'eCfldents,)
are .•qualt9 precepts, as I)l¥ text: and protestants say t~ey are,
hoW J1¥lnypriests Ihave we saying, "~hou shalt not 'taJ.>et,he
41/.pper with. \1nbaptizild ~~on$? If, as ..th{l pedobaptis.ts
beli4;v,-'t ',thatba,ptlsm has eome iJ;l the roo~ofcircumcisoD,
~ost .~urelJ.l.Yth.e .lat~r was pr19r to the, passover
un4el'·.t~ M~iac di~~nsation.Pa~l says, ,," Ohl'ist .our
passover 'was sacrificlld ~r. Ujl.~' Then. we have ~oses and
all the Jews, ~ng"lM). 11 nbaptized person .shall ~e the sup-
el'.Then~eha,veJ()hn the imJnerser, ~nd the. Jews UDder his
ministry, saying •. n() uAbaptized person ~flhall.take~he.·Supper.
Th.ir~ll;Yleltave Christ in the commission to the Jweb.e, say-
in~, no. unbaptized. perSQB.~Il.~t.the Su.}>pllr.Jf9\itthly>



we:bav« tM~)'OBti>li(lcongre~!ltionsandltllt~~1".\f<~~8
saring; 'ItO ·1iribaptJzed'persoli sh311eat' th'e' supper. ' '.'l'hill' is
testim~n1enollgh.This isthehingeahdthe ~PiVot"of.th~
cODti'6'tersy. 'Let the advocates afunbll{jti:tedpiirsO'ris:tali:i1'lg
thel!llpper, produc~ as much te$timonYlls this:'for their" :ihi$:
tilken brethren," and we wlllsurr'enaeTt/l,e POt/nt.! havea}ways
regarded this cant unscriptnral phrase, .~we neitheririvitetiht
reject them," as a mere trapto catch peqoblLptist.8.'Moses said.
to the Jewsdf'old •• You shall not add to the wordwhiC'h I
oommand'you,'neitbershallyoudimitiish f~omit~hhat you'may
obey thecomn:llindmeIlts of'the LOl'd your' God.u 'Deuter.
iv. 2. SuppoSe .MO'BeEo, in the, case of tbepassover,and 'all
other caSElS,bad sHowed the uncirclimcised to partake or it,
and God had called him to anacconJiltfor doing it, and he b'lld
returned the same answer to God that we return: " We neith-
er invited them to doao,nor did we reject them ;"would'not
God have said to Moses, •• Did I not deHvermy law to yon '!
did I not charge you upon peril of your lives to obey it ?were
you noHhe guardians'lmd executi9uers of that law'! insutrer
jng others to trample my authority under'then' feet, are you
not as guilty as they?" .If not to guard the divine p,recedents
in'the New Testament, as the. flaming sword did -the tree of
life, Why was that awful malediction put at thirMd. of the sac~

, red volume :. '•• H~that adds to or takes from the 'wol·ds· of
this book,! will take away his pa.rt out of the book of life
and out of the holy city." Rev. xxii. 18,18'-; .,

IS not a neglect or a failUl'e to execute any trust reposed in
us, as bad'as to disobey it. or add to it? The word and ordi~
nances"Of JesusOhristare strnst of a'high and momentuQu~
nature, and we have BucceededtheJii, and if we fail to se6 them
faithfully exe'cuted;weareas guilty Methe viol~ter,sof them.
IC' the officers of all buman governments, who' are intrusteii
widnhe ,ext!Cution of the laws, were 10 permit them robe
~rampled on with impunity, and when cslled ullOn tor a reason
for their oon'duct, weJ;eto'flltllrn' our answ.er-,,;we neftWlr'in-
vited tlrem ,to pbey t.helaws, lIor did we hirider'iheIQ'rr~m
breaking the laws..•.•bOw 'lollgwout1t any govenmeritle~iat at tbis

..
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.ft> ;\VOllld nPt't.U'~:rabe dWnmcbised or, cuhierecJ
'nIt"'" 1,: ,Godays-tous; ,uBecirctHD8peetinaU ~mgs.
1l\llY to you;~J ,4 is ,agreat tbing t9'be. good and faithM
serqutto our '~"'r~8'intere8t.e. It thepedobaust8. do not
know.• bIJt1ia~"isi or, what is tbeil:,dlltyintbeqase. w.e
JlUJstlive80,tbat die)' ~annotmisunderstand.ll&p 'It they wish
to enjoy:o\JT;,J>leuing.tliey kno~ where •••• live,; our d.OOle
are open for them to enter AS 'lVedid.

< ,I hop.thllot llOmellodvoca~ or free., or mixed, or ,promis-
cu,ous worship, will in,lorm me, from w:hence was thill power
10 dillpenBe with baptism ~efore the, supper derived? We
Il,eeda little more light on thatsubjec:it.Who gave this power?
When. where, andiO whom was it given ? If it iugainstallthe
precedents of all disp~sations, let i,,-,be stoppedj.rtnwitk.
Let us hear no more about it.

But,,it is said, our pedobllptist brethren are ••mistaken aoo]11
baptism." Well, why, mistaken about baptism, and not
abput the' s:upper I Why mistaken about baptism, and
Jlpt about the Lord's day ~ Did the JE!WS ever
lXIistake e.bollt any ordinance God gave them? Why,
then, is baptism. an anomally, a deviation from all other di-
vine institlUioQs, patriarchial, Jewish and,Christillon? Is it
more fJ!J8curely giV"enor revealed than all others? Is it IE!sS
importaJJt than e,llothers? Why., haa" there been ,more. saidi
_nd writ~~ and.dooeag,ainst it,~d that by religionists, too.
than all other igstitutiolls in the Bible? There must be a
reasoJlfor,alLthis. What,canthat reason be? 'fhe. reaspns
fOf all tbi$ aretheis&uesiDYolnd, the matters connected with
it. the things tbat Underlie tbis controversy. 'fh~ issues are
tllue:Isimmersioll, ,or pouring, Or sprinkling, the IIoctcom,.
~a!l~edto ~done by. the Lord Messiah? Is Jerusalem the moth~
el' of all Ohristiau andChristiancongragations, .or is Rome?
r8pap~y:ChriJt.nity.ormust we look for it on the. pages
oftbllN~:\f ,$•• t,alllent? Is the univer8l11 cong.regation the
one ~ihurebr.of JesUl Cbrist, or are all sectst4at one body?
.~s,Je~lJSO~.I'~~,dl69neHeadof· th~onebody. or i, the ;Pope
tbat ou~-t.A.:r •. th+ tatmbea of, qhrisf,.'s K,ing4ota itos,
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true and legitimate officers or ,ar6 those who baYene,.er 'e~.d
it constiutioBaUV,its officers t Is the Biblealoneouroillyrule
of faith and practice or the Bible. creeds, and traditions. • .

Tbllse are some of the issues involved in tbe. one immenioo
befo~ thesu.,.per, and after faitbAnd peoiteI\ce. l/re81y 0<>.0-
fee8Jbat as faras my own feelings are eoueerned~ leouid COQl-

muue with many pedobaptist. But tben my feeliliJ{8.areuot the
rule'of my conduct. If we ,ollee depart from. theanoiel;lt llUld
mark$.where shall we.stop? Wheleshall(we.plaee,ilie bound7
ary Ii,nes. How maRy oftbe pedobaptiiltshall :weeo~ll\une
with on~orallo.ftlem? With one sector all sects ? With.he pro
testan:ts orcathoJk'8; or both ?W'bo is to oe the j,u4ge of the

. pious or tbe impious? HweoomlJ1J1ne withoueultbapttzeci
persou,why not with aU of thern '! 1'4e priucipal is the 88me,
w bether with one or ten thousand' unbaptized persons.. If per-
BODScan' enjoy lIOeprivilges of God's 'JCingdom withoutbap-
tism, riot many of th~m will ever submit to baptism. The ad-
mission of unbaptized persons to the Lord's table, is the ,most
effec~ual way to demolisb the wall of immersion. which God
has raised around his ,kingdom. 1 feel confident that if .I had
known that'tmixedor,promis(}uo-us co.mmunidn was to be,p:~ctiil
ed byollr people. Ishould never bave cast mydellti~y )vithth6m.
If I had now to choose betweem the baptists. with their close
communion, and all the ignorance and bigotry which is oharg-
ed upon the~, and open or pedohaptist, communion. 1should
lI~t long hesitate which to prefer. At Bro. Qa.tnpbeWs own
llOnse, in 1828, he and I fully discussecl this snbject,alld I
told him if be went into opencommunionr ohe wOllldnever
ma.kemuch impression on t1:\eBaptist. Hflsaid he 'oarriedthie
Inatter of communIon further thauthe Lord's table, f?fbe
ftolta d.eljcacy in,praying witbunbapti3ed perBOns~osayiKlg'1Ie
in prayer, when be did not know whether they Jo'insdin the
prayer or not. YoU'rs, trufy,

JACOB CREATH.

1-.,



96 PROMISING YOUNG PREACHERS,

~ROSPECTS FOR THE CAUEE OF CHRIST IN
ILLINOIS.

Young Preachers that are coming on.

DEARBRO.WRIGHT:-While our old preachers are wearing
out and dropping into the grave, "the appointed house for'
all the living," it is grlltifying to know that we have here a
host of young preacbers coming on, of the most promising
character. I have already spoken of bro. JOHNS. SWEENEY
of Winchester, Scott Co. as one of them: and, for his age,
one possessing the greatest debating and preaching abili-
ties, I have ever met witb.-'Bro. J. H HEADINGTON,of Moro,
Ill. whose Mme occasionally appears as a writer in the Pioneer,
is another young preacher of .fine promise, and who is heart
and soul in the cause.-Of Bro. BEIlJN. B. Tyler, of Litcb-
field, Ill. I have already spoken, in an account of his great
success at Sulphur spring, Macoupin Co. as one of our most
efficient young preachers.-At Shaw's Point, Macoupin Co. :r
met with bro. John C. TULLY,another one of our young prellch-
ers, and one of great promise; as I heard him deliver a dis-
course there, that wolud do credit to many of our older
preachers.-While in that region of country I also heard of
a young bro. GOODE,who has just commenced preaching; and
heard that one of the brethren who heard him, sl\id that his
effort would be creditable to bro. Campbell himself! He is
said t~ be very eloquent and promising.-In these young
brethren besides others coming on, in other parts of the State
we have a host of young preachers, who promise to do much
for the cause, Let the brethren encourage and sustain them;
and there is no telling the vast amount of good, that may be
effected by them. May the Lord preserve them from the ev-
ils and temptations of the world, and keep them unto, his
heavenly kingdom! J. R. H.

Punishment or torment was not made for man, but for the,
Devil and his angels, and man receives it by being like them.



HEALTHY BODIES.

For the Christian Pio~eeJ'.
THE NECESSITY OF A HEALTHY BODY.

BRBTBBEN HowA.RD & W.RIGHT: I wish to call the atten-
tion of the brotherhood at least, to a subject that undoubtedly·
claims the serious consideration of all who claim to be walk-
ing in light, when we consider the carelessness that men and
woman manifest with referenc!3to the subject, we hardly kno.
how to approach it, in that way that would secure the greatest
attention. But our carelessness with reference to things does
not in the least, lesson the obligations that are resting upon
us. We will come to the subject at once, and say it is the neces-
sity of a healthy body. Now this may look like a trifiingmat-
ter, to be put upon your invaluble pages. This I admit when
I consider the humble source from whence it comes. But I
have some-hope that my feeble effort may arouse some noble
pen to action. There are a great many things that are required
of the christian that never can be performed without a healthy
body • We need not expected a close observance of these things,
unless we bring to bear upon the minds of persons, the im-
portance of such observance. The probability is, that some
one tliat never thought of these things may ask: •• 'WGy
may I not be as good a christian as any body, though I may
have rheumatism, dispepsy, sick head ache or drowsinesa 1"
and 'f.lO on. I answer that such a person is fit for nothing but
the chimney corner; We consIder it impossible for any perSOB
to be a practical christian, and set in the corner, or some simi-
lar place all the time. It &hould be 0Ile great aim of men
and women to secure a healty body, and to retain the same
when once obtained. For when we become invalids we are de-
prived of performing thousands of thingg without which we
cannot be christians; How often do we hear the puny broth-
er or sister lI&y, •• I cannot go to night and watch by the bed-
side of my afflicted neighbor." Now, my brother or sister,
why is it, you feel ,so bad that you cannot do those many
good deeds, which none but healthy bodies can perform ?
•• Why, I must confess that it ie owing to my intemperance gen-
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eraDy." Baysone,'I went out one morning at 4 o'clock alld
worked hard tillS in the eveniog, at which time I was nearly
exhausted. I went home very hungry, ana sat down to ••
sumptuous dinner and ate as long as it &&stedg~d, and I have
Dotseen a well day since. I am no satisfaction to myself or any
body else. When I take my Bible and sit down to read, I can-
not read for sleeping; if I go to meeting, I cannot give atten-
tion to the preaching, for when I am not a sleep or nodding,
I am suffering so with pains, that I cannot give attention."
Now I would ask the serious: question, Is there not a tim•.
coming, when we will have to give an account ~or the way ~n,
which we eat; especially if it be in a way that will render us.
useless in doing good?

We not only commit sin, in laboring until oar frail bodieit'
have become unfit for the discharge of those grand and impor-
tant duties which are incumbent. upJn the christian, but when
we have obtained the goods of this world, we lavish them out
upon our own bodies or to satiate our depraved appetites, while
our poor neighbors are Buffering for help-O yes, when,
they would be proud of even the crumbs that faU from our'
table I How many ()f our bretbren are there, that would
shudder at the thought ()f suicide, who are every day com-
mitting the very thing they so much abhor! Christian reader,
I ask you to look at the matter closely and see if you cannot
make some important amendments; see if you cannot leave
off some of your filthy and worse than useless habits :. such as
chewing tobacco, drinking whiskey, eating fat po~k to e~cess,
and doing uncalled for labor, all of which tend to enfeeble the
most healthy bodies and debase the strongest minds. Chris-
tian brother and sister, can wehe christians in the fuU sense10f
the term, and continue in those habits?

Beloved brethren, let us try to spend our lives in such away,
that when we see that we have to yield to the stern demand
of death-that when we mus.t bid adieu to time and oppor-
tunities to serve the Lord in this life-4hat when our
vission becoming dim by the shadow of death. that we
may look back upon a life well spent in the service oithe great
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~udge, before whom we must shortly stand. In view of these
truths, let us work while it is calIed to day. Ie we do not
make very important amendments, our last setting sun will go
dowJ:! in the fogs and mists. of remorse, that will have a ten-
d~uoy, more or less to make our departure yeluctant. We may
dread the consequence after death, if we do not live ,more:in ac-
cordance with the laws of heaven. There is nothing more
required to make our last moments cheerful and bright, in the
prospect of a happy immo'rtality beyond the tomb, than to be
conscious that we have lived a righteous life. WelI, let us
inquire what it is to live a righteous life. Is it not to be tem-
perate in all things an,d tofaithrully observe all the command-
ments of the Lord. We would say without the least fear of
successful contradiction, that it should be the object of every
one tbat fears the Lord, to keep his or her .eyes open to the
item of •• temperance in all t.hingllalIowable." Now we know
that a great many make this qoutation (be temperate in all
things,] to uphold them in the shameful habit of tipling. May
Heaven shield those wbo have submitted to the mild Sceptre
of Immanuel, from any sucb silly arguments. Such an ap-
plication would bring us under obligations to participate in all
tbe vices of the day; such as swearing, fighting, gambling,
horse-racmg, whiskey drinking, chewing and smokin~ tobac-
co, all of which we as chrietians should TOTALLY abstam from.

LA.CON.

REMARKS: We think bro Lacon says more tban he means,
when he says, •• For when we become invalids we are de-
prived of doing ihousands of things without which we cannot
be christians." Surely he does not intend us to understand him
as c~tting'off and excluding from christianity alI invalids, the
sick, the lame, the halt and the blind-the afflicted generally,
who shared 80 largley the blessings and personal attention of
the Savior while he was on earth. He gave no intimation what-
ever, nor did any prophet, apostle or evangelist in all the
liviug oracles, that such characters were debarred the priv-
ilege of becomiug christians, and consequently the blessings
of the gospel. D. T. W.



A TRIP TO ILLINOIS,

A TRIP TOILLntois.

Bao. WRIGHT., I have just returned home after an absence
of nwly two months. which will account for my seeming
neglect in respondhrg to your letters. I visited a Dumber .r
congregations. and the success of the truth far exceeded my
most sanguine expectations. I will not trouble you. or your
r•• ders. with anything like ••notes on a tour." but 1am promt-
ed to give a few items.

After spending a month in :Missouri, I took the ears for
fJbarleston, Ill .• at which place, by invitation from the breth·

'ren. I was to hold a meeting. Before reaching Charleston. I
was stopped at :Mattoon, the Semi-Annual Missionary :Meeting
being in session at that time and place. I here met with a Dum·
ber of brethren with whom ~ was, acquainted, among whom
were brethren Jones; the able and venerable President of
the meeting; Housten, the indefatigabl& Cor. See.; Craig.
Ed. Bible Advocate; Professors Butler and Allen; Sweeney;
Humphrey, et a1. I also .formed the acquaintance of many
other brethren of Illinois and neighboring States, among whom
was Eld. Butler K. Smith, •• whose praise is in all the chllrch-
e8," and whose labors oflove are almost co-exteniive with the
Reformation.-I enjoyed myself finely at thi1 meeting during'
my short stay. While with those dear brethren, onefeeli ngwas
prominent with me, and that was, ••truly it is good to be here.'
I wil!q you could have been ther~ bro. W~ight ; it would have
remInded you of the good old times we use to have in our once
happy and prosperous Missouri. The cordial embrace, the
shaking of hands, the falling of tears, the out-gushing of over-,
flowing hearts, with the soul stirring hymn.

" Jerusalem my happy home,
o bow I lon~ for thee,"

elevated my thoughts far above the •• din of war and clash
.of arms." The cause of our Mastel' is flourishing in lUi·
, nois '; it could Dotbe otherwise when in the hands of such able
and devoted preachers as Jones, Sweeney, Craig. Butler. AI·
len, Housten. Cox. and a host of others. old and young. who
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are battling with untiring energy .for.the adv~nceJD,nt of the
Redeemer's Kingdom. . "" I

This Missionary Society is a great auxiliary to the cause ;
much good has been accomplished through its instrumentality,
and the prospects for more extended usefulness are brightning.
I was very much pleased with the" boys." and the reports
of their labors. Among these' boys' are brethren Sims, Mon-
ser, Headington, Tyler and Conner, young preachers of about
a year's growth, and though efficient now, they give much
p~oroiseof future usefulness in the vinyard of the Lord. May
the Lord watch over them, and may they Qontinue to prove a
blessing to the church and to the world. .

I was with the good brethren of Charleston ~ne week,
and though we had but few additions, I trust my labor was
Dot in)ain,and that the bread apparently cast upon the waters,
may be seen in days to come. Bro. S. C. HumphIey, an es-
teemed friend and old clas.s-m!'te of mine, preaches for this
congregation. I shall not soon forget the kindneslil of my Illi-
nois brethren, and pray God that no root of bitterness may
ever spring up among them to mar the present zeal, fraternal
feeling and prosperity. Brethren, pray for your less fortunate
brethren of Mis!lOuti-thaL they may ride the waves in saf-
ty: that the storm may soon abate, and our congregations
again, as in by-gone daAs become vocal with the praIses of God.

B. H. SMITH •

•• ONE OF THE MEN'S" RESPONSE TO "MISSOURI,":

BRO. HOWARD: My attention was calle<i.to day, to an ar-
ticle in your paper signed "Missouri," calling for the signa-
ture of " One of the Men," who sometime last year ap,peard
on your pages. The ostensible object of "Missouri ' is to
eorrect some alledged misconception of the ,tatu, of some of
the brethren named by me in my reply to the" Pioneer Vindi·
cated." If" Missouri" can point to any mistake made by
me in my peice, I will correct it ·with great pleasure. My
object was to correct a mistake and not make one. .

" ONE OF THE :MEN,"
lune 8th. 186!.
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DONT WANT TO BE COVNINCED.

There bas nothin~ truer ever been uttered, and nothing
more in accordance with corrupt human na~ure, than th,
couplet we frequently see and hear quoted:

" Convince a man agamst his wiIl,
And he'll be of the same opinion still."

A sectarian lady whom we were once endeavoring to convince
of the truth of God's word, in reference to the Cbristian plan
of salvation, replied to us: "I dont want to be convinced."
W. believed it, gave up her case as a:hopeless one. and left her
and let her alone. Tbere are a good many others in tbe same
condition. Tbey have sucked in tbe error of sectarianism
with their mother's milk-it has .

"Grown with their growth and stren~thened with their strengtb.n

until they have become" dyed in the wool through and through"
with sectarian principles and errors. We lately heard a sec-

'tarian gentleman say, when pressed to read one of our period-
icals, that his principles were fixed; that he expected to live
pd die where he was. 'From his manner and tone we have
no doubt of the latter, for we think he is too full of prejudice
for the truth to get any access to his mind .. If he had really ex
.mined ours,as he said he had,and rejected them,he must have
read the Bible with his sectarian spectacles on, and seen it
tIlrough them, when of course it would be colored by them-
just as every thing seen through blue glasses looks blue. and
through green glASses, appears green, and so on ; and he must
have seen our principles through untrue glasses. that distorted
them, as we see objects sometimes through untrue or wrinkled
window glass.

Paul has given the fate of all such persons. who shut their
eyes against the truth, and are determined n,ot to be convinced.
Speaking of the" man of sin," the first source of nearly all
the errors of sectarianism, he says : " whose coming is after
the worl\ing of satan with all power and signs and lying won-
ders, and with all deceivable ness of unrighteousness in them
that perish; because they received not the love of the TRUTS
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tlla\ they might be saved. And fo.r this Cafm God shall Bend-
them 8trong DELUSION, that they should believ, a LIE: tbat they
all might be DAMNBD who believed not the TRtTTB but bad pleasure
in l1nrighteousnes6." Tbt will be the fate of all who willfully
shut their eyes against the truth. •• Unrighteouaness " means
that which is not right, not true; and Paul says, in an other
place, that co all unrighteousnes is SIN;" and we know that
~.the ",.ages of sin is deatk," the second death, in contradistino-
tion to what he further says in the same context, that" the
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."

" Oh, what eternal horrors han~ \
Aroond that second death I "

Error always bas been, is, and ever will be injurious to him
. who bolds it: and of all error, religiou8 is tbe worst and most

enslaving! On the other hand, the tendency of truth is to
make free.

" He is the freeman whom the trutb makes hE'e,
And all are slaYesbesides; "

while,
" Error ttDi6t, and writhu in pain,
And DIES amid ber worshippers.'·

J. R. H.

••••
MARK THEM AND AVOID THEM.

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divis-
ions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learntld
and avoid tbem." Such is the language of Paul to the Roman
Christians; and it holds equally well now, and is as binding
on us. He had reference to professing Chxistians of whom we
have but too many examples in our own day. It hoids in refer-
ence to all who are the cause of divi88ions and offence8' among
the brethren, it matters Dot in what way, whether by forsak-
ing the Lord's house and table; making use of language and
pursing a course of conduct produc..t1veof theee things; stjr-
ring up strife; disturbing the peace and harmony and' uoion
of the church; or in whatever way ~hey may ~ the OCoaaiOD
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of these things; weare to mark them, and avoid them. W.
are to have nothing to do with them : for such is the import
of his language: as contact with them may be contaminat-
ing or injurioll8. He beseeches us to do it. Mark and avoid
them I H.

QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

1. Suppose a man comes into our community, where we have
a congregation meeting regularly for worship, and tells us he
belongs to the church, and ~eets with us a few times, but
never shows us any leUer of commendation, any good works,
or any thing of the kind) but;finally becomes altogether indiffer-
ent about coming to meeting, and says harg. things about some
of the members of the congregation : such as, " I have no
use for them." "I will not hear them preach any more~" etc,

2. Suppose a congregation is organized and goes on smooth.
ly for many years; but, in course of time, some become so en-
grossed in politics that they will not meet with those of diff-
erent political views, and participate with them in the ordin-
ances of the Lord's house. Now wJ1atare the duties of elders
in the aforesaid supposed cases? We have no doubt but
that correct answers to similar questions will be thankfully
received by a great many brethren. J. G.

ANSWERS.

1. Treat him as an alien and a foreigner, un til he can show·
evidence to the contrary. Strangers should not be admitted
to the fellowship of the congregation, till they exhibit sat-
isfactory evidence that they are disciples. This ought not
to be overlooked.

t. One of the remarkable peculiar ties of the Christian
religion, is: its perfect freedom and independence of all polit-
ical questioDs. Its character in this respect, is lUi gensria,
and is ODe of the evidences of its divine authenticity. It
is adapted to all countries, tribes and people, without in-
terfering in the least,· with their respective governments,
howner widely they may differ amODgthemselves, and from
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one another. They are all purely of this world, and belong to-
it, while Ohristianity is not of this worla, and does not belong
to it. '.Aman can be a christian, and a faithf~t and loyal 8ub~
ject of any or all of these governments. :Menmay lawfully dif- '
fer in t,heir choice of government-and do differ honestly and
in good faith, hence the diverSIty of human governments.
But the Christian, under whatever government he may be, i8
to be 8ubject to the powers that be, [the law of the land] for
iuch is the will of God concerning him.

Ohristianity enjoins no particular form of government uPon its
8uojects aeide from that of Christ's, which is not of this world. '
Hence in reading the New Testament, we are struck with ita
profound silence as to all political issues. If the world
had been at peace, and all human governments moving in per-
fect unison and harmony together, the inspired writers could
not have been more silent in this res'pect than they are, while
every one at all conversant with the history of those times,
knows that the most intense political excitement prevailed in'
Dearlyevery country where the disciples lived,during the wri-
ting of tije Christian Scriptures. Yet in what congrega-'
tion do we read of a political trouble, difference, or coldness

I

among the members? Where do we read in the living oracles
of thll New Testament, difficulties like these presented by our
brother? Such things belong to the world, and may be
ranked among tbe works of the t}.esh. It is lamentable that t
should get into the church, and we advise in such cases, great
forbearance, much christian kindness and courtesy-Get back
to the primitive practice under the apostles and these, troubles
win disappear. Brethren, these are days of trial and great
tribulation: happy are they who keep themselves pure, and
ar. counted worthy to survive and enjoy bettel' times.

D. T. W.

CORRES.P ONDENCE.

DUB Bao. How A.BD: Though we live amongst a great man1
who a,ppear to be thirsting for the warm blood from the bound-
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ing heart of their fellows, we feel firm in the belief that Ohris-
tians are under no obligations to indulge in such. But on tb.
other hand.to Ifefound frequently prostrate before God in pray-
er to him for protection. Much esteemed bros., speak loud for
the cause; but need I say speak loud? when I have such
~d reasons to believe that you are doing all that is in your
power. Bro. Howard, Iam but a boy in years. when compared
with yourself, and I am but a boy in the cause too, and far leBs
than a boy in understanding. But I 'have some disposition to
Jearn and be useful while I stay upon tbe earth.

Bros. H. & W. you shall have our best wishes and feebl.
prayers that you may be sustained by the comforts and pre-
OiOllSpromises of the gospel,and that you may be made a very
great blessing to sinful men and women. We bid you fare-
well for the present, with the hope, if we never meet on earth.
that we may meet upon the pleasant walks of that sparkling
city, whose maker and builder is God. 0 happy day. 0 glo-
rious hope, my soul rejoices at the thought, that when w.
reach that happy place, we will not only see a world of spiri19
bright, but we willsee God who made all things, and His once
humbled but now highly exalted Son, that was bruisell and
mangled for us. Amen and Amen.

LACON.
I;lr Thanks to our young and zealous bro. Lacon for tb.
bscribers and money he ~nt us with the above, 88 well as

(or the good words of encouragement he gives us.
D. T. W.

LETTERFROMELD.s, W. LEONARD•.
CENTRALIA,Ill. June 18. 18U.

ELDERD. T. WRIGHT-Dear Sir and BrQtfur: I receiv-
ed YOllr kind letter accompanied by the several numbers of
your very interesting- and edif.ying periodical. Please accept
our hearty thanks (or the valuble present. I and my family
conRidered ourselves most happy in being honored by a visit
from our long and dearly beloved Bro. J. R. Howard. We had
perued his writings with pleasure and profit often in years,gone
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'by, but had never expected to see him on this sIde of that rit'-
.r which he ,.nd I will have to cross ere long. It is truly re-
freshing at any time to meet that noblest specimen or humanity.
c. a christian gentleman, to but to meet with him, who for long
years h~s been indeared to us by tbe humility, fortitude, 10Te
and zeal that breathed in all his writingl;l, was a8 delightful as
it was unexpected. We hope he will call again and often.
May the good Lord bless our dear brother, and may his last
days be his best days. .

We have a good church house io Ceotralia, a congregation of
some bO members; and, through the labors of brethren D. D.
Miller and S. R. Paynter, some church difficulties have been
happily and scripturally settled, aod some valuable accessions
'made to the church. We have 5 congregations in the county.
and are co-operating in evangelicalefl'ofls. We most cordially
invite our brethren who travel this way to call on us. I shall
take pleasure in complying with your flattering request, wben
ever I bave any thing of importalice to write about

In the" ONE HOPE."
-So W. LEONARD.

I~I
PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL

DUB BRO. WRIGHT:-During t8st month bro. BENJlII.B
TYLER,of Litch.field, Montogomery Co. Ill. held a meetiJJg
of some two weeks, at Sulphur Spring Church, in the south
easter.! part of Macoupin Co. which resulted in some Biztyor
,evenly addition to the cause, immersed, reclaimed, etc. and
Borne from the sects. This is great success for the times-in-
deed extraordinary, under all the circumstances, as it was at
a most busy season of the year. Bro. TYLERis a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed-a young preacher of great prom-
ise, and a good Christian and most excellent man, as I am per-
sonally acquainted with him. He is employed by a co-oper-
ation, and is constantly in the field; and ueserves to be kept
tllere, and well sustained. He was preaching at Nilwood, in
Macoupin Co. 'as we came on to Litchfield-strongly seotal'ia.
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and one of the hardest kind of places to operate at, and had full
houses all the time. I learn since. that he had three additions
there, all I think from the Methodist; ••Honor to whom hon-
oris due." JNO. R. HOWARD. '

Near Du QUOIN;Perry Co. ILL. June 12th 1862.

BEWTB»BRO.WRIGHT: We had a very interesting meet-
ing In this pl~ce embracing the 4th Lord's day in May. .
Much good seed was sown and a good impression made. I
think much good will be the result; 2 were immersed, 2 uni-
ted from the Baptists, and 4 united who had previously been
immersed. Bro. Hartly did the preaching. Yesterday I had a
a meeting 4 miles south of this-one young lady made the good
confession and was immersed.

Your brother in Christ.
R. GARRIOTT.

Albia, Monroe Co. Iowa, June II, 1862.

DEARBRO. WRIGHT. The cause in some localities in this
region is languishing, while in others, all is alive. I was at
a very interesting meeting, commencing on Friday before the
2nd Lord's day in this month, near Eld. Levi Wright's, in Da-
vis Co., Iowa, and conducted by bro. Buchanan of South-
west Mo.,who is •• a workm"an that needeth not tobe ashamed."
On Monday the sight was most interesting-IO young: ladies,
all very yopng, put on the Lord in Bap~ism.

J. STEWART.

EDITORSCHRISTIANPloNuR-.Dear Brethren: I write yOll
i~ order to give you some items for the information of our dear
brethren to whom your valuable paper is sent, to cheer their
hearts in these days of trials and troubles. The little congre-
gation with whom I have an humble standing at Elm Point,
Putman county, Mo., has stood firm a~d su&taineditself nobly,
as ~ the cong~egation at Daily's grove also, during the heav>:
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sterm tbat bas distracted our once bappy Country. We b•.•.•
kept up 'our meetings regularly with a growing interest.
Within the last twelve months there have been some fifteen
or twenty additions to the two congregations. But our
numbers have been reduced by granting twenty-three let-
ters of commendation to brethrep and sisters tnat are now on
their journey to the Far West across the Rocky mountains.

We had a meeting commencing Saturday at 2 O'clock P. 11.,

before the first Lord's day in this month, at Terre Haute, Put-
nam Co., and c~>ntinuingover Lord's day. Our highly esteem-
ed bro. M. Peterson preached for us, and notwithstanding it
rained nearly all day, the audience:was large and attentive, and

,'the people highly pleased, and I think a good impretlsion WBS

left on the minds of all that listened to our brother. One
amiable young lady confessed her faith in the son of God;
and I feel.confident;- that had the meeting continued a few
days, many more would have made the good c,onfession. On
Monday, Bro. Peterson paid us a short visit at our residence,
in, order to convey myself and old lady to his residence;
and at 4 o'clock in the evening of the slLmeday, at a school
house on Barber Creek, seven miles west of my residence, bro.
Peterson again preached a short but most convincing discourse,
at the close of which,_a young: man who had just returned from
the service of his Country, came forward and made the good
confession, and he and the young lady that came out the day
before, were both buried with their Lord in Christian bap-
tism. From there we were brought to the pleasant residence
of our very kind brother, Eld. M. Peterson, in Grundy coun-
ty, and about eight miles north[of Lindley. On Fridayeve-
ning we commenced a meeting &tthe school house near broth-
er Peterson's which continuetl til) Wednesday evening; three
confessed and were baptir;ed. The meeting was well attend-
ed by respectable and well-behaved citizens. We return
our greatful and heartfelt thanks to our christian brethren and
sisters, as also to many friends for their kindnesl to myself
,and companion, and for the acoeptable presents they made
us. Before I close, I wish to make an appeal to the brethreu

•
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in behalf of the glorious:cau8e in which we are engaged :
Dear brethren, let me exhort you, and urge upon you, to

nert youlselves to pash forward the blessed cause' of out
deal Redeemer In these ends of the earth, for truly can we
say, "The harvest is great, but the laborers are few." 0
Look at the scape of country in North Missolui with scarcely
anyone to preach to the people the uusearchable. riches of
Christ. ,Untie the hands of those in your midst who can
labor, and let them go to work in the Masters's cause. And
Iwould also remind you, thal the CHRISTIAN PIOKEEIlis doing
much for the cause. Brethren, lend a helping hand and le,t us
give ita wide 'circulation; it will greatly aid \IS in building
up the cause. I would earnAstly appeal to the brethren abroad

• to aid us in sustaining the Pioneer. '
Brethren, shall we have a meeting for co-operating in thi ••

great work, that we may make a united effort for the build-
ing up of the Master's cause? Who will respond? let us
make an effort. Will not some congregatation that has a suit-
able house, respond? Dear brethren, the Lord has left us an
important work to accomplish; come, let us meet the exegen-
cis of the case. Do you say we must wait till our political
troubles are done. :No, brethren, now is the time to work, the
people want to hear. Shall we not give them the bread or
ete.rnallife before they starve. Have you not yet seen. the dire-
influence that grows out oftbis thing of waiting until to-mor-
row to do what ought to be done to-day. Look around you
and see the weak brethren perishing for the sincere:milk of the
word; and listen also to the Macedonian ery, coming up all
over the land; " come al)d preach." " Why dont you come."
The preachers are bound to respond tc>these c a1ls, that they
nave not the time to spare (rom their secular labors-times ar6'
so hard that they cannot a'fford to hire hands to do their
'Work, that they may devote more of their time to the ministry
of the word. Now if all would help a little, the work could,
and 'Wouldgo on ; what 'say you brethren? come respond;
do not wait one for another, let each respond nobely for him-
1e1t.
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Believe me, dear brethren, to be your aged brother, and
fellow laborer in the Lord'

. D. W. ELLEDGE.
ST. JOD, Putnam Co., Mo., June 13, 186!l•..,

BETHANY COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE.

We call the attention of tbe friends of education, particular-
ly in North-western Missouri and South-western Iowa, to the
BETHANYCOLLEGIAT&INSTITUTE,located at Bethany Harriso.
Co. Mo. under the superintendence of our estimable and able
bro. Eld. W. D. Stewart, an advertisement of which will be
found on the Ctlverof this no. of the Pioneer, There were
betwwen eixty and seventy students in attendance l&cltsession,
which considering the times and the age of the Institution is
remarkably flattering and encouraging to its friends, and gives
the fullest assurance ~f the capacity and ability of its W01-

thy President to conduct such an Institution.
Bro. Stewart says, in a private letter to us: "Because we

name the institution," Collegiate Institute," we would not
convey the idea that it has a large endowment fnnd, and a fac-
ulty of several Professors, but we mean that we can teach the
branches tbat are usually taught in our Western Colleges.
New teachers will be supplied as fast as the interests demand.

We are well aware of the superior claims ofolder institutions,
and we do not envy their well earned reputation, with th.
wish to operate in the least against them, but on the other hand,
bope to be auxiliary to them, in the great cause in which they
are engaged. There are a great many young persons who
cannot bear the expense of four or five years in some of our
older institutionll,buthel'e, where theexllense is much less,young
ladies and gentlemen can take a thorough and advanced prepar-
atory course, and if not able to complete the course in a reg-
ular college, can be well fitted for the duties of life. But still
further,-there are scores of young men and women who would

. never go higher than the first rudimentsoftl:.ecommon brapch-
es, Were not such facilities as we offer here, brought withio
their reach.
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We shall Dotpromise it in our circular, but ifmy health will
permit, it is the intention to deliver a lecture to the students
every morning on the evidences of Christianity, Biblical histo-
ry, Chronology etc, thus opening before the youthful mind
a boundless and illimitable field."

This apparently Dew, though most commnedable move, is not
an ideal fancy nor the creation of a moment, but has been,
as we are &Bsured, in contemplation for several years.
Its Board of managers are men of wealth and intelligence,pos-
8eSsing a high tone of moral character, and are determind to
spare no pains to make it succeed. Its location is in one of the
most healthy portions of the State; and there is a fair prospeot
as we are informed. of the next session's opening with 70 or
80 students. We bespeak for it a liberal patronage.

D. T. W.

By F. D. GAGE.

Be firm, be bold, be strong, be true,
" .Anddare not stand alone; "

Strive for the right, whatever ye do,
Though helpless there be none·

Stand for the right-proclaim it loud;
Thu'lt find an ar.swering tone

In honest heartq, and then no more
Be doomed " to .taM alofte."

Be ye firm, and be UNITED
Ye who war against the Wrong!
ThoUjth fltglected, thoul\'h deserted,
In your purpose still be strong!

To the faith and hop e that move you
In the thing you dare to do ;
Thodgh the world rise up against you,
Be yet'UOWte-be nUB I
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SEVEN CONDITIONS OF SUCCESSFUL PRAYER.

As the number seven is one so much used in the Bible that
il is'termed a sacred number, and is generally indicative of
perfection, we are fond of using it, whenever we can find it suit-
89le to our purpose, either in writing or in preaching. As
there are seven items or conditions of conversion, (Eph. iv.
1-6.) so there are seven conditions of successful prayer. We
say successful prayer, 01." prayer acceptable to God; as a great
deal of what is termed ••prayer" in the world, is but little
better than the" vain repetitions" of the heathen! As every
person who prays to God wishes to be heard, or he would
not pray, it is of great importance to know what these condi •
.tions are: and hence we have written this essay on the sub)~ct.
I A great deal has been said and written on the subject of

prayer, but none too much, when said and wrItten, as there ill
evid~ntly' a deficiency among our brethren in referenoe to it.
Prayer, both personal or secrel. and family prayer, is not near
as much attended to as it should be among us! Instead of pray-
iug daily, or two or three times a day as did the saints of old,
"e fear that there are too many who never pray at all !-frQm
the altar of whose hearts no thanks giving ever arises-no--..
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supplication ever &acends-no inllense of prayer and praise ever
A'oeifUpto God! Brethren, this state of things will not do.
We cannot get along at this poor, dying rate.' We must not
only study the word of God more, and preach more, and sini
more, and labor more; but we must pray more too. Witbout
PRAYER, earnest, fervent devotional prayer properly direc-
ted, we ClUinotexpect 'God to bless us individually or as a
people r And we believe too tbat. tbis prayer must be oral, or
uttered, whether expressed in a whisper, as in the case of
Sarah, Abraham's wife, wheq he .••entertained angels una-
"ares," or in an audible tone of voice so that others may hear
And participate by utl8'ring the ••am~n." We cannot endor.8"6
all the sentiment of Montgomery, in ?ur Hymn Book:

" Prayer is the SOUl'S sincere desire
Uttered, or unexPressed:

as while we believe with him that prayer must be the sincere
desire of the soul, in order to be acceptable to God, we cannot
eonceive of such a thing as une:cpres"ed prayer. 'l'he very
term prayer itself, implies that which is expressed; and ev-
ery thing of tbe kind, not expressed amountfl to no more than
mllre desire or wi!!h, and' cannot with propriety be termed
prayer. All the prayers of whioh we have any account in
the Bible, were expres!!ed ; and we never have any mention
of unexpressed prayer in that divine volume. While we find
much said there, about the wishes and desires of the heart 01"'

mind, W6 never find any where that tbey are called prayer.-
B~t to return from\tbis digression by the way, which'is not
without its use, we must come niore direotly to our subject, the
eatt4itions of acceptable, 8uccessful prayer, one of the greatest
in:Iportance to us as the disciples o! Christ; as our prayers,
_tess heard by the Lord, and answered by hIm, will avail
\1,8 nothing, and will· be only so .much idle breath thrown
a11r~Y! Thereare certain r.onditionsof ~uccessful praytlr, which
~ 'design noticing bere, of the greatest importAnce, and which
mU8tbe obeel'ved, ,if w~ would have th~ Lord to hear and
"'Il!lwer'our prayers; which Ilre seven in Dumber, and which
lI'ewillnotice. in a numerical manner.

',"
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1. The individual, if a sinner, or alien, must become a mem-
ber of the Church or body of Christ, before he can be 4eard.
Prayer is an ordinance belonging to the Church and ,those
in it, and not to those ou'taide of the Church. Under the Jew-
ish dispensation, wbich was a system of types and shadows
adumbrating the Christian institution, it was typified bytbe
Golden Altar of incense, in the Holy Place of the Tabernacle
which (Tabernacle) represented the Christian Church; while
we do not find it typified by any thing outsid" of that, or in
the Outer Court, represe'nting the alien world. Hence we
find it in the Church, and belonging to that, in the order ,of
worship adopted by the apostles tor the first congreg-ati()QOor
Christ on earth, that at Jerusalem, formed on the day of Pen-
tecost, and the nucleus around which was subsequently gath-
ered the Kingdom of Christ. We are told that •• they contio-
ned stedfastly in the apostles' teaching and contribution, and
the breaking of bread, [or of the loaf,] and prayers." Now
we find prayer here classed with the Lord's Supper, Contribu-
tion,etc. and it must be as much an ordinance of the Ohurflh
as any of these. And almost e\"erywhere that we find prayer
spoken of in the New Testamen t, after the origin of the Church
it is in reference to those within it and not those without.- We
never find such ~ thing as that of persons praying themselves
into remission ofBins, or into the Church, or being prayed
into these by others! When convicted of sin, on their believ-
ing:upon Christ, aliens when they enquired ,what they muat'do,
were never told to pray for pardon, but to "reform. and 0,
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, in order to tlte r~miS8i(ln
01 sins ;" as were the believing, penitent Jews on the day of
Pentecost. And if, afte,r being baptized into Christ,or into
" the Church which is his body," and having thus become a
memher of it, the Ohristian should be so unfortunate as teo, faU
ill,tosin, he is not told to reform and be baptized over agaiD,b~t
to reform and pray God for pardon ; as in the case of Sim~~,t Samaria, who lJelielJed and was lJaptized }'just as all the otbllr
Samaritans, and was consequently as really converted and sav~
from sin as they were; as "he that believes and' is baptiz,ed
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6lta1l66 saved," according to t4e commission of of the Savior .
.t\.nd this is also confirI~ed by John, who says: "If we
confess our sins, he is faithful /lnd j Uiltto forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." All this accords
too with what was said bv the blind man, whose eyes Jesus
opened. When the Pharisees charged our Savior with being
asi1mer, beca~se he opened his eyes on the Sabbath day, (ov-
er looking the miracle) the man replied to them: ., W Il know
that God.heareth not sinners; but if any man be a worshippe r
of Hod, and .doeth his will, him he heareth." Now if God,
would not accept the prayer of a sinner under the Jewish
dispensation, are we to expect him to change his plan, and
hear the prllyers of aliens under the Christian? By no means.

2. Not only must the person become a member of the
Church of Christ, in order for God to hear his prayers, but
he must also.address God tkrough Christ, as another condition
of successful.pray.er. How much fruitIest! prayer, unaccepat-
ble thanksgiving and unavailing- supplIcation, are offered to
God, even by pro:essing Chrislians themselves in consequence
ot disregarding this important requisite! Nothing is more
common in the message of Presidents and Governors, than
the offering of thanks to God, without any mention of the
name of Christ! And we fear tha t our own brethren aJ;e two
often at fault here, all well as they! Jesus said: •• I am the
way, and the truth, and the life; no man cometh to the Fath-
er but by ,me;" and a s&Credpoet has well observed:

" Christ is theonly tllILIJ to God,
/ None other elm be found."

Paul al••o says: .' Whatsoever ye do, whether in word or
de¢, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks unto
<h>d and the Father by kim." This is very explicit and
comprehensive; it il1cludes the offering of prayer to God, as
wen as thanks, and every thing else of the kind. Again, af-
ter exhorting, " that, first of all, supplications, prayers, in-
tereessions, and giving of thanks be mad. for all men: for
kings, and for all that are in authority ; that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in aU godliness and honesty j" he con-
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tinues: " For this is acaeptable in the sight of God our Savior
who will have all men to be saved, aud to come to the knowl-
edge of the truth : for there is one God,and one mediator'be-
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gaTe himself
a ransom for all. to be testified in dne time." Now we find 001"

Savior presented by the apostle here, as the only Mediator be-
tween God and men, in reference to prayer'; and consequent-
lyall prayer to God,giving of thack:s,etc. must be made through
Him, in order to be acceptable to God. AQd in all the exam-
ples of prayer, which we have recorded in the New Testam~,.
after the establishment of the kingdom of Chris(on.earth, whetL-
er by the apostles or O'thers. we find God addressed through
Christ. In his name every thing of a religious character was
to be done; and God had a~ways to be addressed through him,
in order for man to be heard by Him.

Again: "God wasin C'Ariat,reconciling the world unto'
himself. not imp~ting their trespasses unto them." This
shows very conclusively, that the individual, in order for GOd
to hear him, musl not only get into Christ, that is into the
" Church which is his body,"bu,t that he must also address
God through him, or he wHl not be heard.

3. The next condition of successful prayer is, that the per
son 'Praying must have the Spirit of God and Christ, and must
address God by and from the Spirit. It has been shown by
us, that he must become a 'f1IItmber of the Ohurch or body ~f
Christ, in order that his prayers may be acceptable; and it
can be as easily shown, that he must become a Cltriatian,in
order to receive and have this Spirit, which is promised t6
none but those who obey the gospel and become members of
Christ's body. This was the condition announced by Peter
on the day of Pentecost: and Paul tells the Oorinthians'that.
"by one Spirit y,e have all been baptized into one body, •.

* it it and have all been made to drink wo
one Spirit. ' Now Paul says to the Romans: ••!<fany 'man
have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of his ;" and liDleSs
a man bas this Spirit, hecan neither pray, nor do any thing
else acceptable to God. But we have more direct testimoD1in
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referenc" tothis point. Paul says: "Likewise the Spirit also
helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray
(or as '" ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession
for us with groanings that cannot be uttered." Here the a-
postle says, that we would not even know what we should pray
for, as we ought, without the aid and intercession of the Spirit
which, in another place, he says, "searches all things, even
the -deep things of God;" consequently we must pr&J
trom and withthe Spirit, in order to be heard. In fact, a
ttrayer not prompted by the Spirit, and not made under its in-
fluence, must he useless and unavailing! Again, Paul says,
and which is conclusive on the point: " I wiJI pray witl~ tM
Spirit, and I will pray with the understanding."

4. The fourth condition of successful prayer is, that it be
from the heart. Without the heart is engaged, and unles£>
prompted by that, all our worship will be useless and in vain.
ThE' Jews were condemned by out SaviOl',because, while they
worshipped God with their lips, their heart was far from him.
Paul, in speaking of the intercession of the Epitit, says:
" and he that searcheth the Spirit; because he maketh inter-
cession for the saints according to the will of God." Again
Paul says to the Ephesians, in admonishing servants to be obe-
dient to their masLers : " Not with eye service, as men pleasers ;
but as the servants of ChrIst, doing the will of God from tM
heart" Now it is the will of God, that Christians "pray
always," "pray without ceasing," and Paul says: "I will
that men pray every where holding up holy hands, without
wrath and doubting; " and this doing the will of God, 'to be
acceptable to him must be from the heart. Again: Wha~soev-
er ye do, [whether praying or any thing else] do it heartily.
[from the heart,] as to the Lord, and not unto men." We
might perhaps adduce other passages on this point, but these
are sufficient to show that prayer, as well as all other worship
and:service of God, must come from the heatt to be acceptable
to him •
. 5. The next eondi~ion of acceptable prayer to God iI, that

it must be offered in faith. James says: "If any of you lack
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wisdom. let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not; and it sbaH be given him: 'bu116t him
ask i'flfaith, notbing'wavering : for he that waveretb iF!like a
wave of tbe sea driven with tbe wind and tossed. For let not
that man tbink that he shaH receive any tbill~ of the Lord."
He does not say if any man lack knowledge let him ask of God;
as God has, in tbe Bible, given us all knowledge necessary to us
"aU tbings nece!'lsary to life and salvlltion ;" dOll to pray to
him for knowledge would be unnecessary, superfluous, and in
vain. But as wisdom is the propel' application and right use of
knowledge, we can with propriety pray·for that-tbat God
would enable us to make this appltcation lind use. But, as the
apostle says, we must "ask in faith," believing we shall >re-
ceive that for whiob we ask, and in the confident expectation
o(doing so. Alld this will bold equally as well in reference
tQevery thing else for whicb we pray- we must ask in faith,
in order for our prayers to be acceptable, or we will ask in vain

6. Tbe next condition of successful, or acceptable prayer
is, that it must be according to the will of God; tbat is, we must
ask for wbat he has promised in bis word. John says:
•• And this is the confidence that we bave in him. tbat,
if we ask any thing according to his will, he hearetk.
us,' and if we know that he hear us, whatsoever w'e ask, we
know that we have the petitions tnat,we desired of him." This
shows very plainly, tbat, in all our prayers to God, we must
ask according to hIS will-that our petitions to him must aUbe
in accordance with his revealed will as left us in the Bible-
and. that we must ask only for what he has promised us in his
word, and in compliance with all the conditions we find prescrib-
ed tbere, whatever they may be. Without the observance of
this in our prayers, our petitions will be useless and in vain.
Its observance would save a gl'eat deal ofuseies8, vain and un-
necessary prayer, which we are sometimes in the habit of al-
most daily hearing. It would exclude aU praying for ·thedi-
rect and abfltract operation of the Holy Spirit, the promi86of
which is not found in the word of God !....;.a1lpraringfor God
to come; and thus exert his converting power upon sinnflrs
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-to baptize the people with the Holy Spirit and with fire!
-and a world of such useless, unnecesSary, vain and sometimes
almost impious and blasphemous prayers I'-often no better
and of no more avail with God, than the "vain repetitions"
of the heathen! We a.re fearful, that even our own brethren
are frequently at fault here, in praying for what God has not
promised, or not asking according to his will.

7. The seventh and last condition of acceptable prayer to
God, which we shan notice, is, that we be fo.md keeping the
commandments of God, or living in obedience to them. John
says again ': "And·whatsoever we ask we receive of him, be-
cause we keep his commandments, and do those thingl1 that are
plreasing in his .~ight." This, as we see here, is as necessary
and important a condition of aooeptable and.successful prayer.
as any of those we have enumerated. It not only incluiles
becominga disciple of Christ; which is by obeying the com-
mandments given for that purpose to the alien, and thus intro-
ducing him into a state of favor, acceptance and covenant l'ela-
tion with God; but his living in obedienceto his command-
ments, or if he is living in disobedience to them, it is in vain
for him to expect to he heard; for his prayers cannot ascend
to God, and be acceptable to him under such circumstances.
Without this obedience,whatever may be his life in other re-
spect-whatever may be his compliance with the other condi-
tions of acceptable prayer-his prayers will be mere empty
breath, and of no use or avail I-This is well illustrated by
James, who says: "if a man keep the whole law, and yet
ofenil in one point he is guilty oj all~" .And our Savior too•
• henhe said: "Notevery one that saitaunto me, Lord, Lord,
shaUenterinto the kingdom of heaven; bllthe that doeta the,
1IJUl: afmy Father which is in beaven."-We will now, in Con-
clusioa, sum up the seven cOBditionsof .successful or accepta-
bleprayerto GGd:

1. Tkenecessity of being a ,member of the Church or body
dfOhrist:

t:. The necessit,. of addressing God through Chriilt, or in
his I16me;
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3. that of having the Spirit of God and Christ, and of prfY-
ing by, wIth, or from the Spirit;

4. The importance of praying to God from the heart:
5. That of asking in faith;
6. Ofpraying according to the will of God, ()l' in accordance

with his promises; and,
7. Of keeping his commandments, or of being engaged iu

living a life of obedience to him.
~hese seven conditions we regard as necessary to acceptable

and successful prayer; and if we can willfully dispense with
anyone of them, we ean dispense with all! In order to ac-
ceptable worship, not only must ,God be obeyed as he has pre-
scribed and commanded, but he must be Obeyed in all he
commands. He will not accept will-worship, nor JXlrtial·obe-
dience where all the sen'ice he requires can he rendered.

" Believe, in all that God revealed loman;
Observe in all that God revealed to man;
III all he has commanded, said, required
Without exception and without a doubt."

J.R. H.
At Mr. THOMAS H. CROtrCH'S, Green Co. Ill. May 9th, 1862..-.

THE WEEKLY OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD'S SUP-
PER, AND THE WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION:

As called in question by some 0/ the IJisciple-s of Christ!

We had thought that the' Scriptural oNigation upon the Dis-
ciples of Christ, to meet tog-ether upon every Lord's day, or
first day of the week, in o-rder to observe the Lord's Supper,
and to attend to the weekly contribution, was a point so well
established, and had been so long in practice among us, that
no intelligent disciph~ of Ohrist would call these things in
q.1Iestion. But it seems that there is onenow and then to be
found, who will venture to do so ; and as that may be the cause
of others doing the sa~. where the influence of f3ucha on!!is
exerted, 01: a sympathy exists fOf him, we have concluded t.o
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lhvote an article to the subject; particularly as it is a good
thing to confirm and establish the bl'ethren liSmuch as we can
in the practice of the Christian religion. and in attending
constantly and reguJarl~vto the ordinanees of the Lord's house.

We will take up the SUbject of the weekly ob~el'vance of the
Lord's Supper first. We are very gravely t,old, that we have
no direct and positive proof ill the New Testament, nothing
but inference or supposition. that such was the practice of the
first Christians, as institUled by the apostles and sRnetioned by
them. Now let us examine into this subjeet. The passage,
in Acts ii. 42. "And they continued stedfastly in tbe apostles'
doctrine and fellowship.and in breaking of bread and in prayers"
so often quoted as ('on'dining Ilie pI e.'eden I, we ale told
contains no evidence Oil this subject-no proot' for the observ-
ance of the LOI'd's Supper and f,)r attending to the contribu-
tion I-much less for the weekly observance of the'le! It is
generally admitted, we believe, by all good Biblical critics, ac-
quainted with the original (Greek), and also by most commen-
tators of all parties in religion, tha~ the expression, "break-
ing of bread," correctly rendered, "breaking of the loaf,"
refers to the Lord's Supper. As they did not meet in tbe
Temple-indeed dare not, "for fear of the Jews "-and had
at first no church-houseR in which to meet on Lord's day, it
seems from the expression, "continuing daily with one accord
in the temple and breaking bread/rom IlOuse to house," that
they met in each other's dwelling houses for that purpose, first
in one, and then in another, and so on in rotation. And as
there was such a multitude of disciples, numbering tl:.ousands,
it is very probable that they met in several houses on the sam.
day, to attend to the ordinance, as no one common dwelling
house would. begin to hold them. Here then we have
another proof of their regular attendance to the institution, ac-
oording to the order of worship we find laid down, as already
quoted. But it may be said, this' breaking of bread, (in Acts
it 42, .46,)was nothing more than a common meal, particular-
ly as it is said directly after •• breaking bread from house to
house," and in connection with it, they" did IaJ tAei,. rMat witb
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gladness of heart," Now were this the case, and if thill is the
meaning of these passages, it seems singular, indeed strange.
that the mere breaking of bread to eat it, should be asso-
eiated in the first place, with the regular order of Christian
worship, with teaching and :prayers I-and. in the second place,
tbatilo simple a thing liS the brl'aking of bread to eat. should
be mentioned in the manner in which it is here! I No--there
is more implied than this-the breaking of the loaf in the
Lord's Supper is plainly meal'll.

The expression, " they continued stedfastly." iii lhi~ order
of worsbip, sbows that it was attended to l'egul'lrly and at 8

stated, and particular time. If this was not lhtl ea~e, and
the attendance to it was left indefinite as to time-I.o be attend-
ed to now and then, once a month, 01' onee in six months, or
never 1 as they cbose-then it was different from any thing
oCthe kind, eV€.I'instituted by tbe Lord I Then the Jewish
law, the shad(}w, was superior in this respect to the Gospel,
the substance; as there was a rel{ular, ~tated time, under the
law, for attending to every ordinance of this kind I The
word "st"dfitslly" implies a reglllar, Slated time; and that
time we find to beQn every LGrd's day.

The manner in which Palll speaks of lhe meeting together
of the; cOllgregation at Corinth, to observe the Lord's Supper,
shows it to have been statedly andreglllarly: "Wl1en ye comtJ
together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's ,sup-
per"-in allusion to their making it a drllnklJll feast, and ob-
serving it in a disorclerly manner. Again: "wherefore, my
brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another."
From the!!e, and other passages in the same connection, w.
learn that they not only were in the habit of meeting t,)gether
constantly and regularly, but that the observance of the Supper
Mems to lJave been the principal object of their meetings.

In Acts xx. 7, we are told, in reference to Paul's visit to
Troas:" And upon the first day of tM week,[Lord's day,]when
the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto
tbem,"etc. We are told that this proofis not positive in re(er-
eooe to their meeting together on every ~rd's day, but merely
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inferential; and only means that this was the day on which
they met for that purpose, whenever they did,meet to attend to
it. But we do not desire more positive proof, to establish a
point. Had the lime been indefinite, and had the writer no
allusion to their being in the kabit of meeting together on
every Lord's day, then it ought to have read: "And on a first
day of the week; ••but he uses the definite article: "And on tke
first day of the week; " which makes it on every Lord's day,
and ftilly establis~s our positIon. For illustration, take the
mention we have ~f the observance of the Jewish sabbath in
the decalogue: "Thou shalt remember the sabbath day to
keep it holy," etc. What is the inference ?-to observe a
sabbath day. now and then, whenever the Jew thought proper,
or it was expedient for him to do so ?-once a month or once
in six months, and so on? No-the plain, obvious meaning
was,every sabbath day; for so the Lord intended, and so the Jew
understood it. No one-no intelligent Cbflstian now-not
even those wbo contend that the expression, "on tbe first day
of the week," in Acts IX. 7, does not mean every Lord's day
-will pretend to say, tbat tbe injunction did not have refer-
ence to ellery sabbath. And if it did, tben tbe expression,
" on tke first day of the week,'" refers to their meeting togeth-
er on every Lord's day .to attend to the Lord's Supper. This
completely establishes OIIT position. .A. good rule must work
both ways." If it means every Sabbath day in the oce case,
then, according to the SOOle reason-ing, it means every Lord's
day, in the other.
Nor is this all; butm confirmstiol}of the position we have here

-taken, we learn from the most authentic' church history, that
during the first three hundred years of the existence of the
Church of Christ-while in a state of purity-every congrega-
tion, whether in cit1, town or country, was in the habit of
meeting together on ,very Lord's day, in order to attend to
the Lord's Supper; which seemed to be the primary object
or their meeting; or rather to carry out the order ofwor-
ahip instituted by the apOlltles,as in Acts ii. 42:

This brings us to the fellowship, or contribution, metioned
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in thll.t passage. We are very gravely told, that the term
" fellowsip," as used ,here, has no ref'3rence ~halever to con-
trilution, which is merely a substitute for the term, and an un-
authorized one at that; that the meaning of the word" fellow-
ship," as there used, is that of as~ociation, union, companion-
ship, mutual participation, etc. Now while we admit that
these are meanings of the word, we contend tbat they are not
all its mf>anings,or its meaning as there used, hut that it means
contribution; and it if!on account of these meanings, that the
word in the original is used; as there is a felfowship, union
mutual participatif)n. etc. in the contribution. 'The word in
the original (the Greek) is koinoonia; and if we can sh.ow
that contribution is a correct rendering of it, our poin t is estab-
lished. This we are prepared to do from Rom. xv, 26: "It
hath pleaf!ed them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a cer-
tain contribution for' the poor saints which are at Jerusalem."
The word here rendered' 'contribution" is koinovnian, the very
same word that is rendered "fellowship" in Acts. ii. 42 ;
and if it means contribution in this place, it means the same there.
There was a fellowship, in the sense of union, mutual parlic-
ipation, etc. in their meeting together to break the loaf, or to
partake of the Lord's supper, prllying, etc. without having to
expressly mention it. there; which would have been entirely
superfluous; and hence it must mean something el"e, and
that something we find, when we examine into the meaning of
the word else where, to be contribution. Had we a Greek
concordance, we could no doubt find otber passages in the
New Testament wbere it means "contribution," besides th.
one in Rom. xv. 26. In accordance with the position of the
objector, on Acts ii. 42, this passage ought to read: •• It
hath pleased them of Macedoina and Acbaia to make a certain
fellowship for the saints which are at .Jerusalem !" Accor-
ding to a good rule of Scripture interpretation, which requires
one word, when suhstituted for another, to make good senss,
in order to be a correct rendering of the original, the WOld
" contribution" when substituted in the place of" fellowship,"
in Acts ii. 42. makes goods sense; as, " They continued sted-
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fastly in the apostles' doctrine and contribution," etc.-in the-
contribution required by them-but in Rom. xv. 26, the word
•• fellowship, " when 8ubstituteJ in the phce of" contribution"
makes nonsense, as we haye seen!

We haVAnow clearly shown. that the contribution was a
part of the order of worship instituted by the apostles, for
Lord's day; and we are now going to show just as clearly.
that it was for evel'y Lord's day, as much as the Lord's supper
prayers, etc. In ICor. xvi 1,2, we read as follows: "Now
concerning tbe collection for tbe saints, as I have given 01'-
del' to tbe churches of Galatia, even so do yeo Upon the first
da10f the week let everyone of you lay by him in store, as God
hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come."
In the new translation of bro. Campbell it reads: "on tbe
first day of every week, let eacb of you lay some what by itself,
putting it into tbe treasury; that when I come, there may be
then no collt'ctions." Now this is the correct rendering
from the original, as well as more perspicuous than the com-
mon version. The Greek word mian is used before sabbasoon,
"first day," wbich is from mia, genitive mias, adopted as tbe
feminine of eis, mia, en, "eacb, each one," bence " every "_
tbe first day of each week, or of every week-showing tbe COli-

tribution something to be attended to on each or every Lord's
day. And we bave also testimony of Churcb History, in con-
firmation of our positiori bere, as well as in reference to the
weekly observance of the Lord's supper; which;says,that it was
not only the habit of the primitive ChrIstians for three bun.
dred years after the days of tbe apostles to meet together, in
order to break the loaf, on every L:>rd's day, but that each one
then contributed of his means to the cause of Christ, according
to his ability, or" as the Lord had prospered bim."-So we
have the testimony of th~ New Testament, corroborated by
Ohurch History, in support of onr positions on these pointi!.
And here we leave tbe subject.

J. R. H.
Near Du QUOD', Perry Co. Ill. Ja •• 17th, 1862.
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REMISSION OF SINS
No.6.

REMISSION OF SINS UNDRR. THE CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION.

Having treated of remission of sins in the Antediluvian Age,
and under the Patriarchal and Jewish Dispensations, we come
now to consider the subject under the Christian Dispessation,
which is the most interesting to those now living, as it is under
that we are placed; and those who receive remission of sins,
and the favor of God, must do so in accordance with the terma
and conditions there laid down, as we have them recorded in
the New 'festament. Were the word of God in that presen-
ted to the people as it is there to be found, stripped of all the
human additions, appendages" perversions, traaitiona, etc.
with which it has been invested by man, there would be no
need of all this discussion of these subjects. But just 8S

long as there is error in the world, and particularly error
on such grave and important subjects, involving the eternal
destiny of man.as well as his present well being and happi-
ness, there will be the need of discussion and controversy, to
neutralize and eradicate it, and to disabuse the minds of the
people of the prejudices with which they are filled in favor of
error and agaipst the truth. Hence our apology for bestowing
the attention we do to these subjects. The reason we "harp
80 mU<lh" upon certain subjects, as we are accused, is in con-
~equence of the great importance, laid upon them in the Bi-
ble, and the place tbey are tbere made to occupy in God's plan
of remission and salvation. Butour opponents, in making thii
accusation against us, forget that themselves harp just as much
upon "faith alone," and other favorite subjects with them.
From what we know of the character of God and his revela-
tions to man 'and dealings with the human raile, we ought not
for a moment to suppose that he would leave a matter of such
moment, .of such transcendent importance to the human rac~
llS remission of sins, in doubt and uncertainty, so that a man
might spend his whole life without knowing whether he had
the paIdon of his sins or not-whether he bad been accepted
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by God, or all the time a reprobate, while trying to serve him!
It was predicted by the Old Testament prophets, in refetence
to remiSSIOnof sins and the Chris.tian plan of salvation, that
the subject should be made so plain that he who runs may
read, and that wayfitrillg men though fools should not err thera-
in; and we find that such is the case when the mind is dives-
ted of the errors and prejudices with whICh it is prepossessed,
and the word of God is received as the l' good seed" into
" honest and under8tanding hearts."

If reJP.issionof sins was rendered so plain under the Patri-
archal and Jewish Dispensations that there could be no mistak-
ing in reference to it, are we to suppose that it would be less 80

under the Christian? If the ., s/wiow qf the good things to
come" was so clearly defined and easily visiole, are we to sup-
pose that the substance itself would be so difficult to come at
and find? The supposition is preposterous! What would
we think of a man who could eaSIly find tbe shadow of.a tree
by the sunshine, and could not find the tree itself tbat cast the
shadow? 'fhe illustration is a good one, and the cases are an-
alogous. Under the Patriarchal and Jewish Dispensations
the world had the shadow; but silice " the SU~ of righteous-
ness has arisen with healing in his beams," we have the sub-
Btance clearly and unmistakeably defined to the eyes of all
who can or will see. The" true Light now shines, tbat ligh ta
every man who comes into the world:" and the reason, says
Jesus, why men will not come to the light, is " because their
deeds are evil." The intelligent, honest-hearted individual,
who is willing and ready to believe all that God has revealed in
tbe Bible, and to obey all that he has cowmanded, will never
be at any loss, or in any difficulty, as to remission of sins,
(II.' any thing else pertaining to the religion of the Bible. Said
Jesus: "If any man will DO his [Gods] will, he shall know
of the doctrine, whether it be of God." And the poet Pollok
has laid down the true princip1e~ of relIgion:

" Belief in all that God revealed to men;
Observe in all (hat God revealed to men;
111 all he has commanded, threatened, said,
Without exception and without a doubL"
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The man that does this will be saved from his sins here, and
if be continue doing so, he will be saved eternally in heaven.

The principles of true religion, as revealed in the Bible, have
been the same in all ages of the world, and under every Dis-
pensation of religion that God has given to man; and these
are fiaitli and obedience. Hence there are certain prerequisites.
termed antecedents, as necessary to the possession and enjoy-
ment of remission of sins; and, at least under the Christian
Dispension, certain requirements. which we may term post-re-
quisites, 01' subsequents, equally as necessary to the possession
and enjoyment of everlasting salvation. Under the Patriarch-
al and Jewish Dispensations.faith in the one only and true God,
a pure heart, and reformation of conduct, were the indispensa-
ble antecedents of remission of sins: illustrious examples of
which we have in the Cllse of Abel and Enoch before the del-
uge, and Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and others afterwards. These
a!1tecedents we have to keep;n view, in our discussion of the
subject of remission of sins.

In the discussion of this subject, there are also two things
of great importance to he considered and kept in view; and
these are: til'st, that remission of sins takes place with God;
and seccond, that there must be an act or ordinance of remis-
sion. The tirst mnst be obvious to every person of any intel-
ligence on the subject of religion. As it i8 God who for-
gives sins, consequently rem ission must take place with Him:
and it is man to wbom th!' knowledge or assuranee of it is
necessary; for as the object of forgiveness of sins, is to re.
move guilt from the conscience, and to assure him of the favor
of God, it would be of no use to him. or would avail
him nothing, if not made known to him i.l some way. This
view of remission, which must be conceded by all to be coneel
and in accordance with the word of Gild, destroys the theory
of faith alone or a change qf feelings. as the test of pardon, or
God's plan of remission; since remission would then take place
with man, and not with God! But as the kno1JJledge,or assur-
ance of it must be received by man, there must be some r~ctor
ord£nance to which he must submit, in order to receive thiR,
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of the appointment of God, and of a suitable cbaracter to afford
him tbat asaurance, and leave no doubts of it in his mind.
There must be a positive institution of remission, originating
in the will and wisdom of God the great IJawgiver, to which
Hun must submit in ol'der to receive pardon, and be introduc-
ed in\o a state of acceptance, favor and covenant relation with
(rod. And as the Lord Jesus Christ was "put to death fol'
uur offences, and raised again for our justification," release
from, or the pardon of our sins, that institution or ordinance
must represent the ourialand resurrection of Christ by its ac-
tion. Such an ordinance we bave left us by the apostles' of
Christ, his ambassadors and ministers plenipotentiary to thf.
world, and his divinely-inspired and only authorized law-
giYers to his Church, in the ordinance of Christian Baptism,
given for the express purpose, and with the design we have
mentioned. That its action is immersion, and immersion alone,
an immersion intended to represent the ourial and resurrection
(;f Christ, is ObVIOUS,not only from the meaning of the word
ill tbe original, (Greek language,) where it always means" to
immerse,suomerge,p{unge,overw!lelm," etc. actions implying im-
mersion, but can easily be sho'Vn from a few plain and forcible
~lI"guments in the common version of the New Testament. As
our Savior says, that" in the mouth of two or three witnesses
€\'ery word E!hall be established," we will produce at least two
inspired testimonies for each position we take. "Ve will show
ilrst, that baptism is an action; second, that there must be a
medium in which to perform that action; and third, what that
action is.

1. Baptism is an action.-In the commission as recorded by
Matthew we hear our ;Savior saying to his apostles: "Go,
leach [disciple] all nations, baptizing them," etc. showing that
in baptizing they had something to do, implying action; and
as recorded by Mark: " Go ye into all the world, and preach
the Gospel to every creature: he that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damnecL"
Here is action again, something to which the believer has to
submit.
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2. Water i8 the medium.-This we learn from the fact, that

John baptized in the river Jordan; and we hear him saying
that he "came baptizing with [in] water." that Christ might
be made manifest to Israel. Again, we are told that John
was" bRptizing at Enon near Salim, because there was much
water there;" implying that the medinm was water . We al-
so find that when Philip and the eunuch came to a certain wat-
er. the eunuch aaia to him: "See, here is water: what
hindereth me from being baptized? "-which shows again that
water is the medium.

:3. The action is a burial in water and a raising from it.
representing the burial and resurrection of Christ.-In proof
of this, we have the testimony of Paul in Romans and Colos-
sians : "Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized
into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death'? Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism into death; that like 9S

Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father.
fwen so also we should walk in newness of life. For if we
have beenplRnted together in the likeness of bis death. wel'lball
be also in the likeness of his resurrection." Again:" Buried
with him in baptism, wherein ye are risen wilh him through
the faith of the (Operationof God who hath raised him from the
dead."-These Scriptures sufficiently prove our position on
this point.

We must here remark, that as sacrifice, God's institution for
remission of sins before the coming and death of Christ, was
typical of tbe real sacrifice for sins, tbe offering of bis body
on the Roman cross, so baptism, his institution for remission
under tbe Christilln Dispensation, is emblematical of his buri-
al and resurrection. As the former pointed forward to Christ
60 the latler points back to him. And as the mere formal of-
fering of sacrifice to God, without faith in him, reformation
of conduct, and a right state of the heart. was not aeceptable
to him and failed to obtain remission of sins, as we learn from
repeated declarations of God in reference to the Jews; 60 mere
formal obedience to him, in submitting to baptism, without
the necessary antecedents, will avail a person not bing towards
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obtaining I'emission and entering into a state of favor and ac-
ceptance with him. There are certain antecedents necessary
in order to this. As he must undergo a change of heart, in
the first place, he must believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ, as
faith produces a change of heart; as he must have a change
of conduct, he must repent or reform, as reformation produces
a change of conduct; and he must give a test of his faith and
reformation' by a public confession, he must confess the great
eardinal truth, that" Jesus Christ is the Son of God-" Hence
the antecedents of Baptism in order to the remission of sins
are faith, riformation and confession. Of the first we have
an example in the case of the Ethopian eunuch - "If thou
believest with all thy heart thou mayest" be baptized, and in
the commission: "He that believeth and is baptized, shall
be saved ;" of the second, in the reply of Peter on Pentecost
to the enq uirir,g Jewish believers: "Repen t [riform ]and be
baptized," everyone of you, in the name of Jesus Christ,
in order to the remission of sins," and in the requisition of re-
pentance [rejormation] towards God" as well as of "faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ;" and of the third, in the confession
of the eunuch, as well as in what our Savior says about confess-
ing him before men, Paul has summed up alloin what he terms
" the word of £'lilh," in his epistle to the Romans: "that
if thou shalt confess with tby mouth the Lord Jesus.[thatJes-
11S is Lord or the Son of God,] and believe in thine heart tbat
God hath raised him from the dead, thOll shalt be saved: for
with the heart man belif\veth unto righteousnes'S [juAlification}
lind with the mouth confesi'lion is made unto salvation."

This brings us to baptism as the ordinance or institution of
remission of sins. 'l'hough we must first premise, that it is
such to the sinner, or alien to tbe government of Cill ist, in in-
troducing bim iuto a state of acceptance. favor and covenant
relation with God; while otber means of remission are nee·
essary to him after he beeomes a disciple of Christ, or Cbristian
and. a citizen of his kin~dom. which we shall endeavor to point
out at the proper place. From the very first introduction of
baptism by Jobn the baptizer, it WIlS for, or in order to the

REMISSION OF SINS.
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remission of sins.. He "preached the baptism of repentance
[reformation] in order to the remission of sins." If contend-
ed that it was the" repentance which was in order to remis-
sion, we contend that from the connection the baptism was
equally necessary, as it was the" baptism of reformation in
order to remission of sins." But the language of the apostle
Peter, on the day of Pentecost, when taken in connection with
all the circumstances, is decisive on the subject. Our Savior
had given a general commissioJl to all the apostles: "Thus
it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise
from the dead on the third day; and that repentance and reo
mission of sins should be preached in his name among all na.
tions, beginning at Jerusalem." Peter, acLing under a special
commission given him by Christ, to open his kingdom to Jew
and Gentile, and to proclaim the terms of admission into it,
embracing the law of Pardon, when he said" Repent" preach.
ed "reformation," and when he continued, "and be baptized
everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins," he preached" remission of sins In the name of Christ."
That such was the design of baptism, "in order to the remis-
sion of sins," is plain from this language of the apostle. He
had proven Christ to be the long-promised Messiah of the Jews,
and had convicted them of crucifying and putting him to death
and his language was confirmed by the miraculous displays on
the occasion. Thus convicted of a crime of ~he greatest magni.
tude and most terrible character, his hearers" cut to lhe heart
by the word of God, the sword of the spirit as he spoke as he
was" moved by the Spirit," cry out in the language offaith
and penitence: " Men and and brethren, what shall we do?"
Remission of sins is what they want, and that for which they
ask; and if Peter, in his reply, did not tell them to be baptiz-
ed in order to it he did not answer their question. To say
that he meant because of would not only involve the absurdity of
his telling them to repent because of pardon, but would im-
ply the still greater absurdity of their asking for what they al-
ready obtained!

But we find the view of the design of baptism, for which
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we are contending, fully corroborated in every other place
where the design of the institution is alluded to. We hear
Annanias saying to Saul, who had already both believed
and repented, and needed not be commanded to 9-0 either:
" Arise, and be baptized and wash away thy sins, calling on
the name of the Lord." Here the washing away, or remiss-
ion of Paul's sins, is placed after his baptism, and as consequent
upon it. Paul, in speaking to the Romans about their being
buried with Christ in baptism, and arising to walk in newness
of life, says to them: "But God be thanked that though ya
were the servants of sin, yet ye have obeyed from the heart that
form of doctrine delivered you: being THEN made free from
sin, ye became the servants of righteousness :" and, after say-
ing to'the Colossians: "Buried with him in baptism wherein
also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of
God, who hath raised him from the dead," he says to them:
"And you being dead in sins and in the uncircumcission of
your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having FOR-

GIVEN you all tresspasses. Here the remission of their sins
is placed after their baptism, as having taken place at it.

We might go on multiplying testimonies on this subject but
these are sufficient, as in the mouth of two or three witnesses
every word shall be established. We have yet to consider
objections to baptism in order to remission of sins; but that we
must l'eserve for a subsequent article.

J. R. H.

TOUR IN ILLINOIS.
No.2.

After a sojourn at Palmyra, Mo. of some two weeks, pleas-
ant as regards our intercourse there with the brethren and
unpleasant as regards our ill health a part of the time and the
weather, which was almost continually rainy, snowy, sleeting
or cold, we left for Hannibal the eastern terminus of the Han-
nibal and St. Joseph Railroad. We procured tickets at the
station, with the i~tention of leaving on Saturday evening, the
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15th of February,so as to spend Lord's day with the brethren at
Hannibal; but the failure of the train from St. Joseph, owing
to an accident on the Road prevented our leaving until Monday.
It gave us the opportunity, however, of hearing an excellent
Lecture from bro. CREATH,to which we referred in the first
no. of our "Tour," where we expressed the wish that he
would complete the course on the whole New Testament, and
have them published; as it would be a most valuble addition
to our religious literature and the means of greatly edifying tbe
brethren and others on the Living~ Oracles of Heaven. We
earnestly hope, that our venerable and beloved brother may do
80.

On Monday, the 17th of February we left for Hannibal, to
which place we were quickly whirled by the cars; on arriving
at which place we sought out the residence of bro. Eld. L. B.
WILKES,with whom we had met at Chillicotbe, in May, 1860,
at the Debate there between bro. BENJ.FRANKLINof Cincinnati,
Ohio, and Presiding Elder RUSH,of the Methodist Episcopal
Church South; and also at the debate at Brunswick, Mo. be-
tween bro. M. E. LARD of St. Joseph, Mo. and Presiding
Elder CAPLES,of the same sect or denomination, in October,
the same year; and had formed his acquaintance. We were
most kindly received and hospitably treated by bro. WILKES
and his truly Christian lady who, by the way is a daughter of
our excellent and venerable bro. BRYANTof the vicinty of Pal-
myra, of whom we made pleasant mention in the previous no.
of our" Tour." After spending a most agreeable day with
bro. WILKES,much of it in pleasant conversation on matters
pertaining to the kingdom of heaven, we left Hannibal on
Wednesday, the 18th of February for Illinois. Crossing the
" Father of waters," the great and majestic flowing Mississippi
River in a steam ferry-boat, along a'channel which had been
cut through the ice with which it was covered over, except on
the opposite side, we were in a few minutes on the Illinois sbore.
I hardly ever see this mighty stream, without thinking of its
great length and the immense country which it drains-rising in
the frozen regions of the North, amid the Lakes of Minnisota
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and disemboguing its waters into the salt Lakes;and gulf of the
tropical South, by perhaps almost as many mouths as it takes
branches to form it into a river-thus its' waters first converg-
in.11 together to form it, and then diverging to give it, exit!
After travelling what is termed "the gravel road" some five
miles through its rich, alluvial bottom, pa~tIy heavily timbered
and partly prairie, but cut up a good deal with large sloughs
(slews), in the South called bayous (bious), we struck the
hills, at the edge of the bottom and then went up about a mile
to bro. Harris's, one of our preachers, where we took dinner
with his kind and hospitable Christian family. After getting
directions from him, (to whom we had been referred by bro.
WILKES,how to get on towards Carrollton, Greene Co. in this
State, we took our course down southward, by a road running
along the edge of the Mississippi bottom, and arrived just be-
fore night at the little town of KiJl.derhook, in Pike Co. where
we partook of the kind hospitalities of bro. Farnsworth, of
that place. We here attended at night a prayer-meeting of
our Baptist friends at their school house of the place: and
mistaking an invitation to preach for one to lead in prayer, as
we afterwards learned, we missed the opportunity of giving them
a discourse which we a~suredly would have done, and let them
have heard what they bu(seldom ever listen to--what the primit-
ive gospel is, in its elements and principles. We had an incident
which took place here, related to us by bro. FARNswoRTH,which
reflects quite badly upon a certain Baptist clergyman there.
At one of their revial meetings he called upon one of our sisters,
who was present, to aid them in instructing the "mourners;"
when she asked him, if she should tell them what Peter told
the penitent believers on Pentecost? This gave such great
offence, that she was excluded from the house! Such is the
spirit and character of that sectarianism which prefers" the
traditions of men" to "the gospel of Christ !"-The Missis-
sippi •• bottom" is here several miles in width, of the richest
alluvial soil of great depth, partly prairie, and most of the farms
of the country lie in it. Indeed the people build their hous-
es, and live in it, as they do on the upland.
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After spending a most agreeable night with our kind broth-
er FARNSWORTHand Christian lady, we got directions from
him how to get on towards Pittsfield, the county-seat of Pike
Co. which was in our rout. A change had taken place in the
weather, which had become bitterly cold; and leaving
Kinderhook and the Mississippi bottom, we struck out towards
Barry, a town in Pike Co. on our way, having to encounter
frozen and miserably rough roads, which made the walking
very fatiguing! Indeed it was like walking over rocks nearly
all the way. We did not regard the cold, as we could keep
ourselves,warm by the exercise of walking. After being great-
ly bothered and delayed in attempting to cross a large creek,
which had recently swollen by the heavy rains, we had at
length to abandon the attempt, and take another rout so as to

'go around it, that caused a loss of time to us, the gain of which
was Important, as the sequaI"of our day's travel will show.
After passing over a country quite broken, and poor except
in the bottoms ofthe creeks and branches, in which the farms
of the people principally lay, we at length arrived at Barry.
This is a handsome, flourishing, and much la1'l;~ertown than
we had any idea of seeing, situated in a level prairie country,
of good soil, and covered with well cultivated farms. Our.
brethren, as we were afterwards informed, have a good church-
house and a congregation here. Bro. E!d. JAMES'WRIGHT,
a son of our beloved. but now deceased brother, ALLENWRIGHT,
of Missouri, (of which Stale bro. JAS. WRIGHTnow is,) once
lived here, and preached for the brethren as we learned; and
old bro. SWEENEY,now of Sc~ttsville, Maccoupin Co. the fath-
er of bro. J NO.S. SWEENEY,our great debater, informed us
since that be also lived bere some two years subs'lquently,
and preached for them. But they have no preacher now, as
we are aware of. Indeed, as we learned, our preachers are
becoming very scarce in all that reigion of counlry! What
i~ the cause ?-as they are generally willing to live and labor
in the cause of Christ, where they can be sustained? Echo an-
swers, what is the cause ?-In passing through Barry, we
noticed a large church-house, with a good deal of what,we call-
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ed " ginger-bread work" on it. As;we knew from that, and
other furniture of it, that it could no~be 'a house of our breth-
ren, we undel'stood on enquiry, that it belonged to that god-
less, graceless sect, called '~[Jniversalists," of whom welearn-
ed there were a good many there and thereabouts! That
" irreligious" system, by confining all the punishment of the
sinnE'r to this life, doing away with all future punishment, and
teaching the final happiness of all mankind in a future state of
existence, irrespective of faith, repentance, condition, charac-
ter, good works, etc. in this life, completely nullifies all
obedience to the Gospel of Christ, and obliterates "the
landmarks between the plantations of nature and grace," or
destroys all distinction between the Church and the alien
world! For such a system to be of God, is impossible! It
belongs to that category of "damnable heresies," spoken of
by the apostle Paul; and wherever it prevails to any extent, it
spreads a blight over the religIOUSmoralsandMpects ofacom-
munity, as it is a foe to all real Spiritual, vital religion! Such
is its workings and its character!

From Barry we went on towards Pittsfield; passing over a
country, sometimes prairie and sometimes timbered, sometimes
hilly and then again level, in some places poor in soil and in

'others rich; but generally settled up every where, with farms
;)f the poorer class of people on the poorer lands, and those of the
class that are better off in the things of this world, on the rich-
er. But poor in the things of this world, as some of these ap-
peared to be, where genuine disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ
they are" rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which [God]
hath promised to them that love him." As we found that night
would overtake us some miles before we could reach:Pittsfield,
wJ::.enit was about coming on, wearied with walking and cold
and hungry, we began to enquire where we could get to lodge'
all night, but not a house could we find to take us in! All had
80me excuse-a house full of children, (for there were plenty ;
of them almost every where!) hired hands, or something of the I
80rt for excuse! After trying in vain at jour places on the 1
,oad, ;n tM••• ;nh",ph.hl, "!pQn," wewe" .t length wid 'h.t j
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it was on Iy half a mile to Pittsfield, where we could find a tav-
ern, which is every body's home. So on we went and as it
was getting late in the night, we concluded not to disturb
any of the brethren there, by'calling on them; but to seek
a tavern; though as we since learned by bro. JOHNS. SW?NEY,
who visited the place shortly afterwards, ,,:e would have been
most heartily welcomed; as some of the brethren there heard
since of our being at the tavern, and regretted that they had
not known we were there,-So here we stop for the present.

J. R. H.
At bro. B. A. HOWARD'Smy nephew, near Du QUOIN,Per-

ry Co. Ill. Jnne 2nd. 1862.

For the Christian Pioneer.

AN EXHORTATION TO YOUTH.

My Son, ~ive me thy heart.-SoLoMON.

There is il time when the vista of the future, with ail its pos-
SIbilities of glo:'y and eternal life and shame and eternal misery,
first opens upon the youth. Then is he summoned to make
his choice between the strait and narrow way, that leads un-
to life, and the broad way that IE'adsto destruction. Youth-
ful reader, have you arrived at this point? Are you balanc-
ing between the two ways? Then make a wise choice. En-
ter upon the way of eternal life. Remember your Creator,
your Father, and your God. l..et your best and purest affec-
tions be His. Choose Him as your portion. Love Him
as your Friend. Delight in Him as your happiness. Rever-
ence His authority; adore His wisdom; trust in Him; lean

. upon His almighty arm; resizn yourself, your all, to His ser-
vice; give Him your heart: to your Heavenly Father, devote
the flower and prime of your affections, and your earliest obe-
dience. In the morning of life choose His service as your
business, and the enjoyment of Him as your bliss.

It is a duty obligatory upon every human being, to give
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the heart to God. And the arguments are many and infinite-
ly strong.

God Almighty, to whom we should give our hearts, is infi-
nitely wortby of them. Power and majesty fill us with rever-
ence • we admire purity, justice and truth; goodness and
compassion attract our love: then the great I AM, who posses-
ses all tbese certainly bas claims upon us to adore him-to ad-
mire and love him, witb our whole heart.

God is our Creator. At his command we were created.
He has given us bodies curiously and wonderfully made; ad-
mirably furnished with various limbs and organs, all adapted
to some important use. He has given us souls, which ale ca-
pable M knowing, loving and enjoying their Creator: souls
which shall live forever! And is there no motive in these to
cause us to give him our hearts! ?

God is our gracious Preserver; and, on this ac(]ount he
most justly claims our adoration, obedience and love. He
has supported and protected us ever since we had an ex-
istence. His care and protection follow us wherever we go.
He feeds and clothes us: his blessings are more numerous
tban the moments of our lives; his mercies are without num-
ber. And shall we with-hold our hearts from such a gracious
Preserver and kind Benefactor as this? Shall the many bles-
sings and privileges, which have strewed our pathway through
this unfriendly world, leave us unthankful and disobedient?

You ask for another argument. 'fhen let the crowning
act of God's mercy be told.-God so loved the world that he
gave hil>ONLYBEGOTTENSON,tlfat whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life." Gentle reader,
think, 0 think of the love of Jesus. Think of him ex tended
on a Roman cross between the heavens and eartb, pouring out
his heart's blood to purcbase redemption for poor fallen man.
While viewing him thus, can you appreciate his LOVE? Thefl
believe on him with your heart, enter in through the strait
gate, obey his holy WIJI and live forever.

How poor are all the objects and enjoyments of this world!
How incapable of satisfying the immortal mind: Ask the rich,
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an d the great of tIllS world, if happiness is found with them ?
No ; happiness is not found here. Even the pleasures of
friendship, which are truly sweet and noble, fail, in many re-
spects, to satisfy us ! We love our friends; but alas! how
often are we disappointed and forsaken by them: or if they
prove true, how short the period of enjoyment. Soon, per-
haps in an unexpected hour, death snatches them from us or
us from them. But O. delightful thought, there is a Friend
to whom if we give our hearts, we shall never be separated;
a Friend who will never disap,point us ; a Friend, in whose
presence is fullness of joy; and at whose right hand are pleas-
ures forever more.

The language of God to all mankind is, " Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart." And again: listen
to the tender appellation at the head of this exhortation-
" )lfy Son," then follows, "give me tby heart." And bow
solemn and affectionate the command-" Remember now thy
Creator, in the days of thy youth." And David, who spake
by the,authority of God, said, "Come, ye children, heaken
unto me : I will teach you the fear of the Lord." .Andagain
on one accasion he addresl:led his son Solomon thus: "My
son know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a
perfect heart, and with a willing mind." Youthful reader,
these scriptural quotations show plainly that it is enjoined up-
on us and all mankind to give tbe heart to God-to believe on
him with the whole heart, and live in accordance with his ho-
ly will. 0, that all mankind would so do! Let us remem-
ber that God is:infinitely worthy of our hearts. As our Creator
he justly demands our service. As our Preserver he most
justly claims our warmest and hest affections, As the supreme
Soverign and Ruler of the universe, he indispensably claims
our supreme, our earliest, and our constant regard-He so lov-
ed us, as to give his only Son to die for us; therefore we.,.
should love him supremely.

Z. S. H.
WASllD1GTON, Ind., July, 1862.
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THE GOSPEL A BLESSING.

Ten thousand bles:>ings,privileges "and enjoyments are de-
rived from the gospel of Ohrist. Through its power and influ-
ence the powers of evil falter anri fail-and mankind restored
to the favor of God, rejoice in freedom from the slavery ofsin-'
exalted to true manhood and human excellence, !Hepared for the
glorious honorsand~bli"sfulenjoyments of spiritual life. Men
have sought out many ways and systems of morality and philos-
ophy, by which to exalt themselves:andJothers to that degree
of human excellence, equal to their estimate of human greatness
necessary to happiness,but all have failed. Theories, doctrines
and vain philosophies, opinions and scholastic theology have
been proclaimed as the gospel of Ohrist, the word of God be-
ing simply a text book upon which to base such theones and
doctrines. But all have failed to convert the world; and the
teachers of such theories and opinions having exhausted their
energies and zeal in promulgating systems of religion power-
less in the regeneration of man, turned away from ~he word
of God to seek for light in their own hearts and minds, and
have preached a higher law, having its inception in the heart
or intellect, and from this notion they,have established a system
or theory of inner-lightism, thus denying the word of God;
and mrning to spiritualism and a vain philosophy have
preached the religion of reason, and other isms unknown to the
religion of Jesus which is a life and practice. The gospel be-
ing glad tidings of a Eavior born, who should save men from
their sins, and regenerate the sons of men, and give them power
to conquor sin and live in holiness in harmony with the divine
life, which tbey being enabled to partake of unites tbem with
Jesus, and tbus the religion of Ohrist is a life, and a practice;
as man is fallen and depraved in his natural)3tate, it requires a
power to change, renew a9cl transform, the heart and mind of

man, and thU8 enable him to live in harmony with his exalted
spiritual powers and in unity with Jesus, and tbat power is
the Holy Spirit; and hence the vanity of endeavoring to con-
vert mankInd by thevries, doctrines and systems of scholastic
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the0logy emanating from uninspired men convened in councils
and synods. rrhe history of religion in the" dark ages," will
convince all of the immense evils arising from the departure
from the word of God. Then the way of salvation and a holy
life by Jesus was enshrouded in impenetrable mystery,and man·
kind in loosing sight of Christ lost the motive for a righteous
life and also the power to conform to the requirements of God,
aDd formalism prevailed in place of spiritual worship, and
mankind became hopelessly;depraved. But in later times we
behold the vivifying rays of the Sun of rightousness, in splen<
dol' illuminating the darkened recesses of sin and ignorance,
and thousands yielding to its genial power and beauty,
turnig away from the rudiments of the world and secta-
rian theories and doctrines, tradi:ions of men and party Spirit,
and seeking life in Christ Jesus. And obeying His laws and or-
dinances in faith seeking the divine life,or spirit of Christ: by
which they may conquor sin and thus be exalted to the highest
degree of human excellence,holiness,truth and love. And wher-
ever true religion prevails,there lYefind peace and happiness and
mankind elevated above the fleshly nature and its lusts, to that
exalted spiritual peace, happiness and enjoyments equal to the
gratification of all their spiritual cravings and aspirations, and
expanded capacitieE', released from the weight of sin and the
Elavery it exacts. These facts are sufficient to commeud the
true religion to all rational creatures, who viewing the perisha-
ble nature of all earthly things, yearn for unfading riches and
immortalitv beyond the rugged boundries of time. Sectarian the
aries, doctrines and traditions of men, with a party spirit whlOh
they engender, are the poles apart from the religion of Jesus,
and necessarily throw a darkening cloud over the word of God,
'lnd shut out tbe light of heaven,and leave men to wander in tbe
darkness of error and Buperstition,depending OFt personal merit,
the estimate of a proud feeling, and upon the belief that tbAir
party is in "tbe right," or the right party. But the believ-
er in Jesus, who in self-dellal obeys Christ's laws, seeking His
Spirit, is adopted into the family of God, and thus, elevated to
a new and heavenly relation,-he lives in unity with Jesus, ane!
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in the practice of the pure and undefiled religion; and in the
exercise of renewed heart and expanded powers in the works
of pure benevolence, he grows in grace, and rejoices in freedom
from sin. And thus religion purifies, exalts, transforms and
renews the beart and spirit of man, and enables.him to occu-
pya holy relation and unity with Jesus, of most felicitous im-
port, being an heir to imperishable riches, glory, honor and
immortality,and a sure inberitance, incorruptible and that fades
not away. Dignity, grace and gran duel' all attach to the sons
of God in Christ, whose glory reflected on them, insures them
a happy influence, the most felicitous and auspicious for their
own elevation, happiness and enjoyment of allpltional powers,
and spiritual aspirations,in harmony with the hope of immortal
glories, and for the accomplishment of noble works of pure be-
nevolence: allied to] the renovation and restoration of fallen
man to God's favor. In hope ofa bundant reward the noble mind-
ed christian. rises above the axtraneous events of time and
the wrecks offOl'tune, and rests in tranquil peace, in the serene
enjoyment of that spiritual happiness, arising from a purified
heart and ambition. And when amidst the shadows of death,
the faithful soul enters the dreary valley, faith,' hope and love
like glittering stars, illume the departing spirit's flight to the
realms of celestial light and glory, where the. angels' voice
of welcome assure the,happy spirit of a rest in paradise.

The lovliness, beauty, sublimity and glory of the religion of
Jesus are beyond the highest estimate of the human mind, and
none but a true christian can appreciate the glories of godli-
ness, yet all can believe, repent and seek pardon in the institu-
tion of remission, even the smallest intellect can believe in the
love of God and in Jesus, and yield to the commands and ob-
tain the Spirit, when the glories of spiritual life will appear
in beauty sublime; and then the purified soul will long to
fly aw~y to the happy mausions, to meet the angelic hosts and
the saints from every land, who shall wilh palms in their hands
and glittering crowns, shout the hearvest home, the battle
fought, the conflict ended the victory won--the reward-life and
glory throughout eternal ages. W. W. STACY.



JOHN AND ELIJAH,

CHARACTERS OF ELIJAH THE PROPHET AND
JOHN THE BAPTIZER, AS GREAT REFORMERS.

The Cltristian( Chicago )Herald( m0re properly Presbyterian
Herald) extracts from the Journal and Messenger a very good
article on the "Character of John as a reforming Teacher."
which we propose here to add some to, extract from, and mod-
ify, in our own lauguage. We have heard the idea advanced
by at least one of our preaching brethren, in a public discourse
that the Elijah, who appeared on the mount of transfiguration
with Moses, was really John the baptizer; but we can see no
reason for such a supposition. It comes, we expect, from what
follows in that chapter. As Jesus, with his three disciples,
Peter James and John, were coming do\vn from the mountain,
after the transfiguration, he charged them not to tell the vis-
ion to any man, until he had arisen from the dead. They then
asked him; "Why then say the scribes, that Elias [Elijah]
must first come?" The scribes taught, it seems-which they
must have gotten from Malachi's prophecy-that the propbet
Elijah, the illustrious prototype of John, must really come
in ~erson before the revelation of the Messiah to the Jew-
ish nation; and as the disciples'had seen him with Jesus Oil

the mount, they ask the Savior why the scribes taught such an
idea? Jesus replies to them, that he was to come first,
"and restore all things"-restore the law to its real meamng
and design, and reform the people-but that he had come al-
ready, and they failed to reconize him, but done what they
would to him-put him to death-and that in the S8me man-
ner the Son of man should suffer of them, by being put to death.
'Ve are tben told: "the disciples understood that. he spake
unto them of John the baptizer." There is nothing then in
all this, to warrant the idea that the Ehjah, who apperaed all

tbe mount, was really J Q,hnthe baptizer. And it is remarlm-
ble here, that the only two men besides the Savior, who las-
ted forty days and nights, appeared here with him-the one,
(Moses,) the giver, and the other, (Elijah,) tbe restorer, of the
Jewish law.
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John was to-come "in the power and spirit of Elijah," as
II reformer. It is remarkable-and not so remarkable either,
when we notice the dealings of God with the human race, lind
all the attendant circumstances-that all tbe great epochs of
the world haye been distinguished by Bigllal judgments and
visitations, on the one hand, against the wicked, and as signal
mercies and salvations to the righteous; so that every great
epoch of mercy has been one of vengeance! The salvation
of Noah and hiE' family, and the destruction of the antediluvi-
ans by the Deluge, the emancipation of the Israelites from Egyp-
tian bondage,and the plagues upon Egypt and the destruction of
Pharaoh and his host: the Babylonish captivity, with the re-
lease of the Jews from it and the downfall of Babylon: the
Gospel dispensation, with thA escape of the Christians from
Jerusalem, and its destruction and that of the Jews, by the
Romans, are the strongly marked epochs of sacred his tor y.
And so is and will be the overthrow and ruin of spiritual,
•. mystery Babylon the great," with her daughters, grand-
daughters, and numerous progeny! The overthrow, ruin and
dispersion of the Jews, was called by John, "the' wrath to
come," or, ,. the impending vengeance ;" while the coming of
J abu, and the rising of the Sun of righteousness, were associ-
ated. in prophecy, by Malachi, the last ofthe Jewish prophets,
with a day ofyengeanceand fiery indignation.

Jobn came as the harbinger of the Messiah, to announce the
reign of Christ, and prepare the Jewish nation for him. As a
man, he was humble, self·denying and abstemious; as a teach-
er, clear, forcible, and as a reformer, bold, undaunted, and
un~paring in his denunciations of vic~, CJ'ime and hypoc-
risy. Mild, conciliatory and accessible to the sincere, humble
and inquisitive; he was inflexible, unaccommodatlOg, and un-
yielding to the errors and prejudices of the times. While he
was a respecter of character, he was no respecter of persons;
and while be adapted his teaching to the apprehensions and
eapacites of his audiences, he reproyed civil and ecclesiastic-
al pOlentRtes ; commanded a general reformation of wanners
and in religion; Rnd refused and rejected the proud, supercili-
ous and self-righteous.
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There is a striking parallel between the' characters of J oho
and his great prototype, Elijah, in whose power and spirit he
came-a remarkable coincidence in their histories-in their
spirit, conduct and behavior. Elijah lived much in the wilder-
darness, and frequented the Jordan; and so did John. It was
there that the ravens fed Elijah; and it was there the 10Clists
and bees administered to the wants of John. Elijah was
termed the troubler of Israel by the court par~y of the times,
and was banished by them; John was a troubler of the COUll

party of his day, and was thrown into prison. Elijah reproved
wicked kings for their crimes; and John rebuked the wicked
Herod for his enormities. Elijah was zealous for the honor of
the God of Israel; bold, fearless and indefatigable in his ser·
vice; sharp, fierce and unsparmg in his oposidon to the cor-
ruptions and wickedness of the people; but affable and concil-
iatory to the humble, dociJe, and obedient. And we find that
John was actuated by a similar spirit. And the power of Eli-
jah was inestimable in its character, so was tbe energy of John.
In their reproofs there was an air of severity, and in their ad-
dl'es~es an unsparing keenness, that frowned down all opposition.
Both set their faces like flint against all bypocrisy and iniqui-
ty; and neither of them made any truce with the corruptions
of mankinrJ. As the name of Elijah meant the power of God,
so the name of John imported the favor of God; and as Elijah
declared the indignation of God against the wickll and rebelli-
0us' so John declared the favor of God to the penitent and obe-
client. They were;buth reformers of one spirit, and of the same
people, at different periods of their history.

Such were the similar traits of character of these two great
reformers of the Jewish nation; and such ever have been, aud
ever must be, the prominent traits of cbaracter, the temper
and the spirit, of all real and useful reformers. Great moral
courage, boldness, independence of mind and character, unit-
ing zeal for the glory of God, and.earnest, unaffected benev-
olence for men, are the essentials of a great reformer. As
the man who faints at the sight of blood, will make a poor
general; so the lUan who lacks the nerve to oppose errors can
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never reform them. Although Melancthon, the cotemporary
of Luther, was greatly his superior in mind and learning, he was
inferior to these charactel'istics of the Reformer; and one Luth
er was more puissant than a hundred Melancthons. And thus
one Alexander Campbell is more puissant and effectIve as a
Reformer, than hundreds of John Wesleys. Many who have
the knowledge to make them good reformers, lack the bold-
ness and the courage to expose sin and error; while on the
other hand, there are many who have the courage but lack
the knowledge or information; and while the latter may be ac-
quired, it is but seldom that the former can be. A union of
the two are necessary to the character of a trlle.reformer. Ref-
ormation is an arduous, an invidious, and often an unthank·
ful work; but one that must be done. Men and things are
prone to deterioration; and if there were no reformations, they
would become worse and worse until the world would cease to
exist!

With the exception of political Reformers, no Reformers
have ever lived to reap an earthly reward. If fame be a re-
ward, the fame and praise of the reformer are almost univer-
sally posthumous, and come after him. Our Savior, in saying
that" a prophet is not without honor except in his own coun-
try and among his own kindred," has given us the reason.
Paul flpeaks of the righteous ancientr. who obtained a good
fame and a great reputation; but it was not until after they
had died. The Greeks put the great moral philosopher,Socra-
tes, to death; and afterwards lamented him, and erected hia
stature! Our Savior told tbe Jews:that their fathers put tbe
prophets to death, and they built their sepul0hers! All that
the Reformer may rationally promise to himself is reproach,
slander, persecution, or death, as the first fruits of his labors,
but all tbat is honorable anl! desireable is generally in long and
far distant reversion. The religious:Reformer must look to
heaven for his reward.

J. R. H.
Near Du QUOIN, Perry Co. Ill. July 5th, 1862.
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THE ANSWER OFELD. JACOB CREATH TO ELD

D. T. WRIGHT'S LETTER OF JULY to, 1862.

BRO. D. T. WRIGHT-Dear sir: Your favor of the tenth
instant, accompanied with the first volume of the Christian Pi-
oneer bound as " an humble expression of the kind and high
Christian regard in which I am held by you," was received in
tbe due course of the mail and for which I tender you my
warmest thanks, and I highly appreciate it, not only for its
own merit, but also for that pure and sincere christIan
affectIOnwhich prompted you to offer it to me. My reason for
not contributing to the Pioneer as usual is, I have been absent
from home, and was sick, and I have been poorly since my re-
turn home.

The present number will be written on the question of chris-
tiarrs communing with "Devoted Paidobaptists," with the
request that Bro. Franklin will transfer it to the Review.

CRHISTIANS COMMUNING WrfH DEVOTED PAl·
DOBAPTIS'fS. NO. IV.

One of the advocates of this" informal communion" prom-
ised some time ago, to give us " apostolic precedent or precept
for this kind of communion." I have anxiously waited to see the
redemption of this pronuse, but have been disappointed hitherto.
I am still expecting the fulfillment of that promise, and while
waiting for that promise, I will narrate in this fourth number
of mine, all the apostolic precedents, all the thus says the Lord,
which I have seen from that side of the question. 'fhis I do
in all kindness and without one wrong feeling towards those
brethren. I do not wish nor intend to be more severe, than
a simple statement of the facts and truth will warrant.

The first" apostolic precedent" on that side of the ques-
tion is the weight and authority of the Christian Baptist. The
second precept is, the letter to the Lunenburg Sister, in 1837.
The third is, what has been our custom? The fourth prece-
dent is, the Hice Debate. The fifth is the M. Harbinger, with



150 COMMUNION.

the present editors. The sixth precedent is, unless" devoted
paidobaptists " are admitted to the Lord's Table, the Church of
God has failed. The seventh precedent is, unless the" devo-
ted paidobaptlsts " commune with christians, all the great ones
wiII be lost; such as the Luthers, Calvins, Wesleys, Whitfields,
Edwardses, and Dwights. Eighth precept, unless they:com-
mune with christians, 'Ve shall loose their money and sym-
pathy. Ninth apostolic precedent, unless we go into this" in
formal comunion," all the Indians, idiots and infants will be
lost. I will not at present, enumerate any more of the prece-
dents on that side of the question, but leave the balance of these
precepts for some other brothel', or for another occasion.

The sophisms offered for this" informal communion "-that is
that God has made no provision for the grand Apostasy in the
Scriptures,but we must do it, we must supply the defect, we must
apply the broad and liberal principles, genius and spirit of chris-
tianity to this apo~tasy. It seems to me,that these are the same
arguments that are offered for every branch of the apostasy;
such as popery,episcopaey, the mass, infant baptism, et cetera.
It is as much as to say, that God did not provide for these
great and devoted paidobaptists, but he ought to have done it,
and we wiII supply the deficiency. The truth is, it is only an
untaught question, and only genders strife, contention and un-
godliness as the apostle Paul has said. Our path is plain to
follow the apostolic congregations in their faith and practice,
in thiR and in all other cases. Where they stop, let us stop;
where they ge, let us follow them, but no further.

All the false religions on earth were introduced under the
shadow of great names. All the errors in tbe true religions
were, 'as Peter says, received by tradition from ourfatbers,
1 Peter i. 18, 19. Under tbe patriarchal dispensation, see what
tbe conduct of Judah, Abraham and Jacob did in introducing
polygamy among the eastern nations. How much did the con-
duct of David, Solomon and other kings do towards the ex-
tensive circulation and propagation of this sin among the Jews
and other nations! Who can cdleulate the influence which
Aaron's conduct had in introducing and, perpetuating idolatry
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among the Jews to this day, by his creating that golden calf.
All the errors in popery were slowly, slyly and impercepta-
bly introduced like so many small stream s, until these streams
formed a mighty current, which swept away all good men who
attempted to withstand this current.

The followers of all these. great paidobaptists are this day,
sticking fast in the flaws where their founderl' left them. They
are not one mile from these" sloughs of Despond," where they
were left. AIl.Luther's followers are yet sticking fast infaitk
alone. Calvin's, in eternal decrees and predestination, total de-
pravity,special operations, and" perseverance," ; and Wesley'I',
in the Discipline, and all of them are fast set in infant
sprinkling. When the present actors in the great drama
of this mighty movement of the nineteenth century, shall have
passed off the stage of human existence, then the next ac-
tors on the stage will have this informal communion to grapple
with, to carry as they journey. "Tall oaks from little acorns
grow." The old divines said it was best to cut the serpent's
head off as soon as he put it through the hole, lest he draw in
his entire body. I have some expel'lmental knowledge of the
difficulty of combatting human authority, in matters of relig-
ion, having been a public actor in thill great movement from
its commencement until now. It isjust as difficult to wrest
errors from men which they bve received as truths, as it is
truth itself.

One reason among others, why all men should be brought
to the Bible alone as the standard of religious truth is, that
when it came from the hand of God, it contained the truth
without any mixture of error, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth. And the reason why all men should be required
to give apostolic precept or precedent for their religious acts is,
it is a safe rule, it ties men down to it is written.- What says
the scrtpture? how readest thou? what did Moses and the
prophets say on this subject? What did Christ ana the apos-
tles teach on this subject? There is no danger in all this. We
have worked by this rule for nearly forty years, and it has
worked well; we have prospered almost unprecedentedly
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under its operations. Let us not depart from it my christian
brethren, in this dark hour of our national trial. Let us not
cast away our sheet-anchor in these stormy seas and seasons.
Let us carry the ark of the Lord erect before us as in the days
of yore, when the Dagons and the Baals fell before us-when
we sung who is like unto thee," 0 Lord: who is like unto thee,
Glorious in holiness, fearful in praises doing wonders. Let
us not fall out by the way.-Let us love as brethren, be pit-
eous, be courteous, bear and forbear, and forgive, and let us
push ahead. Glory, honor, immortality and eternal blessEld-
ness awaits us.

J. CREATH .
••••

" MISSOURI" TO "ONE OF THE MEN."

EDS. PIONEER: The July number of the Pioneer is received.
in which I find a note from "One of the Men," calling upon
me to correct the" misconception of the statu8 of some of the
brethren named in reply to Pioneer Vindicated."-To do this
is certainly one of the objects I had in view; but another ob-
ject sought to be accomplished is, to satisfy the demand made,
by a portion of the brotherhood, for the name of the author.
An evidence of this "misconception" was to be furnished
upon the condition that the "alledged" author should avow
his name. My article concludes thus: "If, however, one
of them did write it, let him say so, and tbe pledge willbe re-
deemed, if thought necessary, to show that he has misrepre-
sented some brethren, or, that they are inconsistent with
their former record." It may not be an act of courtesy to ask
the brother to avow his name, when he has stated that it is
" with-holden from the public for reasons that are his (my)
own." Why the author should wish to conc.eal his name, can
only be guessed at. He made certain statements concerning
brethren, purporting to be facts. I am satisfied that he has,
in his zeal, unintentionally, spoken "without the record."
With commendable spirit, he promises to correct any mistake
made bv him, if pointed out. That it can be done, is not a mat-
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tel' of doubt, and certainly it would be another manifestation
of Christian spirit, to acknowledge his mistake if convinced of
it, over his name. If this i'3 not done, there will lurk around
the minds of some, a painful suspicion that he is not disposed
to do that which many brethren conceive to be his duty.

The paper is prepared to prove his "misconception," and
without the condition is complied with, may never be before
the public.-I reserve this discision, however, to myself. I
may have in my mind the reasons entertained by the brother
for with-holding his name; if I am right in my surmises, I
may, so far as the paper alluded to is concerned, yield my con-
victions to burn it.

MISSOURI.

A KIND LETTER.

DEAR BRO. HOWARD: I take my pen in hand to drop you
a few lines, hoping the same will come to hand and find you
well. I feel it to be my duty to return you my most sincere
thanks for the kind favor bestowed on me by you, in sending
me your valuable p~per. I pronounce it a valuable work, and
it should be read and practiced by all our brethren, especially
ill these times of trouble. I will be very glad to get the chance
to read it as often as possible, to cheer' up my feelings in time
of trouble. May the good"Lord long spare you, and unfold to
your mind the unsearchable riches of the glorious gospel of
our Savior, and that your valuable Pioneer may spread far
and wide, and be an instrument in the hand of God in doing
much good. If there ever was a time that called for sound
apostolic preaching and sound arguments, certainly now is
the time, when we look around and see that the love of many is
waxing cold, and that many have become bewildered on politics
and lost sight of christianity! 0 that God's peoph, would fear
bim and love one another, and send up their prayers to our
God that he would smile from heaven upon us, and bring about
a restoration in our Nadon once more-that in the place of
wars and tumults, we may once more have peace and union.
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* * '* Bro. Howard, when it goes well with you,
pray tor me! I will he glad to still receive the Pioneer, and
will try to reccompense you for it.

Your most unworthy brother in the gospel,
JOHN A. SMITH.

BRUNSWICK,Mo., July 22, 1862.
'_I

PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL.

DEARBRo. WRIGHT: Since I wrote you, I held a meeting
at Mount Pleasant of four days, and had 5 accessions; and
two meetings at Mount Gilead, Bro. J. O. White assisted me
in one of the meetings, and had 3 additons at each meeting;
making in all, 11 since my last.

As ever, yours in hope,
J. D. WILMOTT.

Howard County, Mo., July 21, 1862.

DEARBRO.WRIGHT: On FrIday before tbe third Lord's
day in last month, I took Bro. John Smithof Ky .• who is now
here on a visit to see his daughter, to Lick Creek in Ralls Co.,
where I preach regularly. By previous arrangement Bros.
Wilkes of Hannibal and, Wilson of Paris were there. Brethren
Brooks, Ford, Brown, Coons and Jackson, all preachers, came
in during the meeting. I left with Bro. Smith, the follow-
ing Tuesday evening, to meet an appointment in Boone Co.
When we left, there had been nine additions. Bro. Wilkes and
several other preachers continued the meeting till over the next
Lord's day and closed, I have heard with twenty accesions.
It was a very rare and interesting meeting in these days of
religious declension and dearth. Brotherly love and kind-
ness obtained in the whole large religious family which met
there daily from its commencement to its close.

We went to Redtop, Boone Co., on Saturday the 29th ult.,
and remained till Monday evening where we had two additions.
Bros. T. M. Allen and D. Davis met with us there and contri-
buted largely to the interest and usefulness of the occasion.
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On Lord's day the number in attendance was thought to be
the largest seen there in twenty five years. Seldom do two
such veterans of the cross as Bros. Smith and Allen, favor a
religious meeting with their presence and services at the same
time. The former is now near seventy eight years of age. I
have known him well for forty years, and I can perceive very
little, if any abatement in his mental vigor. His" outer man"
looks remarkably well, while his spirit is as cheerful and buoy-
ant as one in his teens.

Fratenally yours,
W. J. MASON.

MEXICO,Mo., July 15, 1862.

BELOVEDBRO.WRIGHT: Ihave just arrived at home, hav-
ing spent four Lord's days as follows: The third Lord's 'day
in last month at Orleans. Owing to our appointm4'lntnot reach-
ing there, we did not get a very large hearing. We spoke twice
on Lord's day, and at4 o'clock on Monday. We had a very
interesting meeting, one united from the BaptIst. From here
we went to Elm grove, and spent the fourth Lord's day in com-
pany WIth Bro. Hartly. Here we had truly an interest-
ing meeting. There were ten confessions, seven of them
were immersed, and one of the other three:was hindered by
her parents and friend'1; the other two were not prepared.
From here, I went to Bloomfield, the residence of Bro. Hart-
ly, and delivered four discourses to the brethren. We had
a good hearing and there was quite an interest manifested;
three united that had been immersed. My np-xtappointment,
for the first Lord's day in this month, was at Orleans again,
I preached at 4 o'clock on Saturday and twice on Lords day;
one more united from the Baptist. By request I went at night
and preached at an old sister Davis', a widow who had a son
that bad just returned from the army. He is in the last stage
of consumption, and he desired to be immersed before he left
thi!'!world. On Monday morning at 8 o'clock, there was a
good audience met. We delivered a short discourse, and then
conveyed the young brother to the water in my buggy, and
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by the assistance of one of the elders, we carried him into the
water where I immersed him. It was truly an effecting scene,
I never witnessed one more so. Praised be thy name, 0 Lord.
'Let all that is within me praise the name of God. O! that
men every where, would praise the name of the Lord.

R. GARRIOTT.
ALBIA, Iowa, July 9, 1862.

••••
For the Pioneer-

HOPE

BY J. H. HEADiNGTON.

Ob blessed bope! Thou g-ift divine,
Thou bright and radiant star,

On IDe let all thy beauty shine,
Bid darkness speed afar.

Thou in the world;of thought and mind,
Art center, soul and sun,

Thl' source of light and joy refiner!,
Eternal life begun.

Transparent beauty gilds thy brow,
Thy head with life is crowned;

Upon thy cheek is resting n"w
A charm that's seldom found,

Thou art the Eden of the mind,
The fiowerp[ of the soul,

And do'st the broken heart rebind,
Do'st sorrows wayes control.

Hope is the diamond chain hung out,
From the most holy place,

And linked to eyer.v soul devout,
An anchor sure, and safe.

" By Hope we're save'l"-So spake old P anI
By insplration taught,

Sayed from that death of sin aud thrall,
That death with misery fraugh~.

The hope of life-of thee I sing,
Of life beyond the grave,
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Where Jesus reigns-the Lord and King,
Who died the world to save.

Oh glorious hope! my soul inspire
With fervor, love divine,

And when I'm done with earth and time,
Be hope's fruition mine.

In Christ alone there's hope of life,
His blood alone can save,

He overcame this world of strife,
The darkness of the grave.

Then to my Savior let me cling,
My hopes on hIm recline

And laud his praises: let me sing
Of love, and truth divine.

MORa, Illinois, June 7th, 1862.

For the Christian Pioneer.

A.MOTHER'S LAMENT.

Lines on the death of 1J.liss CLAUSELLA V. HOWARD,07lIy daughter of
Elder John R. Howard, who died on the 5th of March, 1862, on her birth-
day, when 14 years of age.

By MRS. E. J. ALEXANDER.

And she is gone, our fair, but fragile flower!
Called in the spring-time of her life to die;

To fold its trembling, half expanded petals,
To bloom beneath a more congenial sky!

From earth's rude, bitter storms, now safely shielded-
From autumns blast, from winter's chilling blight-

God huttl tr·ansplanted our sweet immortelle
To grace the garden of his mansions bright!

In" pure white linen" of the saints appareIled-
Washed from all sinning in a Savior's blood !-

Thefevered thirst, the painful temples throbbing,
All passed away beneath the smile of God!

Her voice attuned, its silv'ry tones are swelling
The grand old music of that wondrous song!
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And to my ear its rich melodious cadence,
Surpass in sweetness all the choral throng!

Beside the gate of pearl Ihope to find her,
Waiting my pasage o'er the darksome rill !_

Each feature radiant with seraphic beauty!-
A glorious angel, but my darling still !

Oh, Imay hope, her ever present spirit
Divines my thoughts, and counts the tears I shed;

And even now doth hold her high commission,
To keep her watch around my sleeping bed!

Then, still my heart, thy vain, rebellious murmurs!
Cease, cease, fond nature, to deplore her loss;

And lean in faIth upon that Savior's bosom,
Who bore for thee the anguish of the cross!

To him alone belongs consoling power,
Who tears affection'~ tenderest cords apart!

Who, when 'tis right prepares the healing balsam,
And binds it gently to the sufl'ring heart!

With all a Father's love He waits the hour,
To give the cordial 10 my fainting soul;

When weary of this vair. andfearful struggle,
I yield submissive to his sweet control!

Then I shall find a" joy in tribulation! "
A "light in darkness," never seen before !_

A golden earnest of the bliss of heaven!
A passing vision of the" shining shO!e !"

Near PADUCAH,Ky. March, 1862•.-.
OBITUA.RIES.

DEPARTEDthis life on the 8th day of.April, 1862,at the residence of her
Son-Ill-law, J. S. Longacre, Near Paris, Henry county, Tenn, Mrs.
NANCYC. JAMES,wife of Amos James Esq.,aged 63 years,9 months and 6
days. Mrs. James was born July 21Jd,1798, in Sullivan county, East Tenn.
Being deprived of her mother when an infant, shewas taken by her grand-
parents to Middle Tenn., with whom she remained until 1811, when her
grandmother died. She then returned to East Tenn. and lived with her
father, who had married again, until her marriage, which occurred Oct.
13th, 1818. She joined the Presbyterian Church at Blountville, Tenn. and
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remained a piousand exemplary member of that church until A. D. 1850,
when she became a member of the MissIOnary Baptist Church, at Paris,
Tenn. of which she was a member at the time of her death, She lived
to see all her children grown and marri ed, and all professed followers of
Cnrist. For two years past she had been in feeble health, and was oftt>n
heard to say that she would soon have to exchang'e the turmoils and per-
plexities of life, for the peace of a brighter world, and that her husband
and children would have no cause to mourn her departure. She died of
Pluretic Pneumonia, after an illness of 8 days. Her patience and fortitude
during her illness were characteristic of her life. She was calm and
quiet to the last. The day before her desolution, she thought she would
be able to return home in a day or two, and none thought her dangerous
until the morning of her death when her physician pronounced her case
incuriable, and her spirit took its flight at 11. 30. A. M.

As a wife she was faithful and attentive, a devoted mother, kind neigh-
bor and a strict, but indulgent and kind mistress. She was an example
of neatness, modesty and order, and to a distressed family we would say,
10weep is natural and proper, for o'ir Swior was often seen to weep.
He wept at the g'raveof Lazarus. Not to be affected at such dispensations
of Providence, is to de;pise" the chastening of the Lord." To abandon
ourselves to sorrow, is to faint when rebuked of him. When under such
afflictions, let us sorrow, but not as those who have no hope, but look for-
ward to the great day of the Lord, when we shall be re-uni tied around
the Throne of the Lamb never to be separated.

"We have no home but Heaven,
A pilgrim garb we wear,
Our path is marked by changes
And strewed With many a care

We have no home but heaven,
We want no home beside,
o God, our friend and father.
o lIr footsteps thither guide."

S. J. H.
July 15th, 18132.

DIED-In Bourbon County, Kansas, June the 4th, 1852, of Typhoid
fever, after an illness of nineteen Jays, Miss Rebecca King. She confessed
her faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and put him .on by ,baptism, about three
years ago, III thiS (Grundy) County, under the labors of bro. Wm. M.
Downing. Sometime after that, she removed with her parents to Kansas,
and, as there was no christian congregation convenient to her, she held
her membership with a congregation of 1he Baptists where she remained
a pious and devoted christian up to her death. She was dearly beloved
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and highly esteemed by all who knew her. A few' minutes before she
died, she raised her eyes to her fathf'T who was setting on her bedside,
and looked with a long' and steady gaze as ttlOugh she knew it was the last
time she would ever see him on earth; he asked her it she knew him,
ehe smiled and nodded her head. She then cast her eyes around the bed,
on all who were present, and smiled as though she was only meeting her
friends at church, then raised her eyes towards heaven and closed them
in death.

May God grant that the p~rents and friends of the decased may be en-
abled to bear up under this sad bereavement and remember that their loss
is her eternal gai~, and may they endeavor to meet her in heaven.

Dearest sister, thou hast left us,
Here thy loss we deeply feel,
But 'tis God that hath bereft us,
He can all our sorrows heal.

Grundy Co., Mo., July 14, 1862.
B. M. FORD

THE RIGHTEOUS.

" Being dead, he yet speaketh."

Although death has silenced his tongue, and hushed the
pulsations of his noble heart, he still lives, and will, by the
mysterious but potent influence of his life, continue to mould
society for generations to come. Enshrined in the affections
of those to whom he gave existence, the virtues of his life will
be. incorporated in theirs, and perpetua~ed by their children,
and will form a part of that moral power which is to regenerate
mankind and illumine the world until time and eternity blend.
The good never die! Their names are linked with virtue,
and virtue is imperishable! As the vessel which glides through
the ocean raises waves that will break upon the farthest shore,
so the passage of a good man trough this world will make in-
fluences which will live through all time, and, passing on into
the spirit land, will vibrate in the raptures of the redeemed
while the music of eternity lad[s. All that we have loved in
a father we will recall at hisgrave, and lessons long forgotten
will rise up in all their beauty and potency, to command our
souls and to control our lives. Every visitation to his tomb
will strengthen the purpose, and furnish fresh incentives, to
walk in the footsteps of him whose" hoary head was a crown
of glory, because it was found in the way of righteousness.
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YOUNGGENTLEMEN: It gives me pleasure t~know, that,
hitherto, the cup of your national enjoyments has been full, ev-

en to overflowing. Surrounded as you were,. while at home,
with kind friends and all the elevating and refining influences
of Christian civilization, the scenes of your childhood and
yOILth were pleasant and beatifying in the extreme.

Nor has it been otherwise since you entered the University,
Here, you have daily basked in the sunlight of science; and
quenched your thirst at fountains of knowledge, purer and deep-
er, than any of which Homer ever sung or Arcadia ever boast-
ed. At one moment, you have gratified your curiosity in tlle
laboratory of nature. You have there seen with infinite satis-
faction and delight,those skillful operations by which the Master
Chemist converts the dingy charcoal into the sparkling dia-
mond: and the amorphous offensive compost into all the loveli-
ness and fragrance of those rich and beautiful flowers, that now
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adorn our gardens and our landscapes. A.nd so you have, in-
like manner, passed through each of the other Departments.
At one time, guided with unerring certainty by the principles
of Mathematics, you have followed the comet in its flight, land
beheld with wonder and amazement the sublime and stupen-
dous mechanism of the universe. At another, you have Jist-
ened to the s0ngof the Ancient Muses; OJ! to the nl:)less charm-
ing numbers and melody of a Milton, a Dryden, a Cowper,
or a Thompson. And again you have beheld, with Moses.
tbe Promised Land from the top of Pisg::th; or standing on
the mount of transfiguration, you have seen the king in his
beauty, and felt with Peter, James, and John, that it was good
for you to be there.

IT nder such influences, you.have perhaps wished with Dan-
iel Webster, that you had several Jifetimesat your disposal, so
that you might devote at least one of them to the studies of,
each Department. Or perhaps you have :atLer wished with
bome of the ancient philosophers, that you had a capacity suf-
ficiently great and comprehensive to ca.rry OIl simw.Jtaneously
the various studies of all .theDepartments.

But such a power of investigation does not belong to man.
There is indlied one eye,that percei ves at alICethi&vast universe,
in all the extent and variety of its being, its attributes, and its
relations: but the human eye is limited: in th& range of its
distinct vission, to a single-atom. There is an ear that hears
every sound, from the whispers of the gen-trezephyr to the roar
of the mighty cataract; from the;m£lstrefined and delicate notes
of the harp of .lEolus, to the thundel' of ~fElnaand Chimborazo:
but the human ear is utterly bewildered a midst this endless va-
riety of intonations. Distinctness ofpercept ion requires, thM
it, like the-eye, should be directed exclusively to one object.
The-reis a mind that comprehends at once aU the realities and
possibilities of things, eelestial, terrestrial, and infernal: but
the human mind has no such l'angeand power of thought.
It never reaeons and speculates, at the same time, onlVIathemat-
ics and Metaphisics; or all the laws of language and the mo-
tions of tbe planets.. There is a heart, that, at the same instant,
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sympathizes with the whole creation; but the human heart is
supremely occupied with but one object. It cannot serve both
God and Mammon. No matter how pure or how perverted it
may be ; in either case, it will ever gravitate to~ards some one
darling object, as the sun and centre o~all its emotions, its af-
fections, and its c;lesj,re~.

And hence it follows of necessity, that every man is by na-
ture and edu'Jationthe subject of somaone Ruling Principle,-
some one governing and controlling motive which serves to give
character and direction to thought, and every word, and every
action, and every purpose of his life. And this is just as true of
societies as it is of individuals. Every nation and every otber
association beneath the h~avens, has its RulingPrinciple,-its
dynamic and controlling element. Indeed this is a law of the
created universe. Matel'ial nature is i,tsel£bu.ta umt : one vast
stupendous scheme, subject tli)the one principle of gravitation,
and moving' in awful sublimity and ineffable grandeu,r around
one single point in the blue ifinite. Homer was not therefore
far astray, when he sung of

----, 'fhat golden everlasting chainr
Which in its strong embrace, hOlds Heaven, and Earth, and main."

Nor does Pope fur transcend the license eODGededto poets"
when he represents .

"All as but parts of one stupendous whole,
Whose body nature is,and God the sou!."

It does no·t follow, however, from these premises, as some'
might infer, a priori, that either all men 011 all nations are gov-
erned by one and the same Ruling P.rinciple. This may beo
true of all the higher orders of creation; and we know, that i.t
certainly is true of all the lower: at least of those t,hatinhab~
it this world. Every species of animal on Earth, inferior to
ma-n,has its Ruling Principle, which is also the Ruling Princi-
ple of each of the many individuals that compose it. The ru-
ling instinct of the beaver, for example, is tbe same, in all
countries, wherever it is found: and so also is that of the lion,
and the eagle, and the vulture. These are all in their natural
state; and they are governed, by those principles and impuls~
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es, that God has himself imparted to their respective speoies.
But man is in a preternatural or fallen state. The golden

chain of humanity has been broken. And hence it is, that
most men are wandering about, as sheep without a shepherd:
some pursuing one phantom, and others following after some-
thing else that is equally visionary. Epicurus, for example,
earnestly pursued pleasure as his chief good; Alexander was
governed by ambition; and Nero was a slave to his animal
appetites. And just so,it is with nations. One government
has found the Ruling Principle in filial piety; a second, in the
love of country; a third, in the Divine right of kings; while
a fourth has diBoovered it in the" vox populi, vox Dei."

To reunite then the broken fragm'ents of humanity; to re-
store to eaQh power of the human mind, its appropriate place
and influence; to make what was the original Ruling Princi-
ple of the species, the Ruling Principle of each individual;
and especially, to make It the rule of our conduct, and the
guide of our lives, is evidently a desideratum of the very first
importance .. On this. depends our usefulness; and on this,
is, in a great measure, suspended our happiness, as well as the
happiness and destiny of our race.

But what is this principle? What should be the Ruling
Principle of every individual, and of every community on earth?
-on this question, I am sorry to say, mankind are very much
divided. True indeed, there i~ here a very general nominal a-
greementamong all classes of persons. They all call it the prin-
ciple of rectitude 01' right. The Christian and the infidel;
the enlightened statesman and the unpl'lDcipled demagogue;
tbe 80.n of Temperanc~ and the Son of Bacchus, all agree,
that every man, under any and all circumstances, should do
what is right.

But then the question may be asked, What is right? And
it is on this question, that the opinions of even the most dis-
tinguished philosophers of all ages and of all nations, differ so
widely.

Perhaps then it is due to you, young gentlemen, and to
my subject, as well as to these learned representatives of
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mankind, that we should hear what they have to say on this
very important and interesting theme. But as it would oc-
cupy too much of our time to hear them individually, we
must, for the present, be satisfied with a very brief notice
of the fundamental dogmata of the different schools.

And first in order, is that class of philosophers, who deny,
that there is any moral quality in actions: that any thing is
either morally right or morally wrong. They concede indeed,
that there are right lines in Geometry: and some of them,
would, in the plenitude of their liberality, even admit that
every man hasa right hand, a right foot, and a right eye. But
a right head, has no place in their philosophy: and a right
heart, they have always regarded as a mere visionary phan-
tom of those who are so senseless as to believe the testimony
of their senses; who are so irrational as to credit the plainest
dictates of reason; and who are so blinded by the prejudices ;)f
education and the delusions of early impressions, that they
would rather follow the sunlight of Divine Revelation, than
the" ignis fatuus" of heathen mythology, or the empty dreams
of scholastic philosophy.

First and prominent among this class of philosophers, are
the Pantheists; whose fundamental doctrine is, that God is
the only being and real agent in the universe. Or as it is
very briefly and laconically expressed in the Hindu system of
philosophy, "Brahma alone exists: every thing else is an
illusion." From this assumption, there is but a step to the con-
clusion, that all pretended moral destinctions, between rigli't
and wrong are mere illusions, and that they cannot, and do
not, eXlst in Brahma.

But this conclusion is rather too abstract, or as its advocates
would say, rather too philosophical for common minds. It
1S conceded even by the most skeptical, that good and evil of
some kind, at least, continually exist in us, and through us,
and all around us. And the question very naturally arises,
whether these real entities may not, in some cases, have a
moral character or quality, as most persons of plain unsophis-
ticated minds have generally supposed.
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Whether this is so or not, it is \I11egedby some, depends en-
tirely on the origin of good and evil. And hence philosophy
has long been occupied with the solution of this question.
But hitherto she deposes nothing certainly concerning it.
So at least Voltaire informs us. Having carefully examined all
the ancient and modern theories and speculations on this sub-
ject, he states as the result of his investigations, that" The
problem of good and evil remains an inexplicable chaos to all
candid inquirers." This, I presume to say, is an honest con-
clusion, legitimately drawn from Voltaire's premises.

But all are not so willing and so ready to confess their igno-
rance, as the French philosopher. Speculative minds must ac-
count for the origin of good and evil, in some way. And
hence the fable of Pandora's box which looks to the first trans-
gression of the human race. Hence too the conceit of some of the
Gnostic theorists, that God made the universe through the
imperfect agency and instrumentality of the lowest angels.
And hence also the Dualistic hypothesis of some of the ancient
Persians, Egyptians, and other Oriental nations: the leading
idea of which is, tbat man is an emanation from a double
principle or divinity, the Ormuzd and the Ahriman, for eXl;Im-
pIe; the good and the evil: that he is a mere pendulum, vi.
brating. not as Byron says, between a ,smile and a tear; but
between two antangonistic forces, which effectually destroy
all freedom of thoug'ht, all freedom of wm, and all freedom of
action; and consequently, all distinctions between the mOlal
qualities of action:-

----" binuin~ the will
By God left free, to unconditional
Unreasonable fate."

So for our phibsophels prooeed on tbe hypothesis, that
there is, or at least that there may be a ~piritual system.
But all men have not this faith. Materialism is a very old
and preyalent system of philosophy. Anaximander and Anax-
amines, the successors of 'fhales in the Ionic school ofphilo so·
phy, laid tbe foundation of this species of Atheism in Greece.
Afterwards it was more fully developed and illustrated by Leu·



BACCALAUREATE ADDRESS. 167

dppus and his facetious disciple, the laughing Democritus. And
to the same school may be referred Epicurus of Samos,Helve-
tius of Paris, Volney of Brittany, Hobbes of Malmesbury, and
very many other philosophers of minor fame in the world of
speculation.

These too had each his own distinguishing peculiarities.
Leucippus and Democritus, for example, were the first prom- .
inent Grecian supporters of the Atomic Hypothesis, the origin
of which is by Posidonius ascribed to Moschus the Phenician.
They maintained that throughout space, there existed from all
eternity, an indefinite number of separate and distinct atoms,
each one of which was endowed with the faculty of motion;
and that by the fortuitous concourse of these, were formed
the Earth, and the Sun, and the Moon, and the Stars, with
all their rich and varied tenantry. Helvetius and others rath-
er inclined to the Development Hypothesis; affirming that
man is only an improved species of the monkey family; and
that his more perfectly developed thumb is the main thing that
distinguishes him from the ourang-outang.

But these minor differences were of no great importance,and
had but little influence on the moral tendencies of their res-
pective theories. In general, the Materialists as a class, by deny-
ing man's spirtual existence, come to the same conclusion con-
cerning right, that the Pantheists do, by making the universe
God, and God the universe; and that the Dualists do, by their
two antagonistic forces. It is true, that many of this school
do not avow this ultimatum; and some of them even protest
against it, as an illogieial sequence, not necessarily resulting
from their premises. But all such protestations are.vain. For as
Democritus said, "If there is nothing but sensations in man,
and nothing but atoms in the universe, then indeed it is im·
possible to conceive of the right and the wrong in a moral
sense. Morality can be nothing but a calculation of enjoy-
ments, just as the soul is a combination of sensations, and just
as the universe is a combination ofatoms." Or as some of the
Syrian philosophers afterwards taught,-" If there is no other
God than material nature; then it follows, that there is no
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other religion than pleasure; and no other right, than the
right of the strongest."

This then may suffice for all th'e skeptical schools of philos-
ophy. For I presume we will all agree with Cowper, that.

" Howe'er ing-enius on his darling theme,
A skeptic in philosophy may seem;
Reduced to practice, his beloved rule
Would only prove him a consumate fool.
Useless alike in him both brain 'and speech,
Fate having placed all truth above his reach.
H is ambiguities, his total sum ;
He might as well be blind, and deaf, and dumb."

Let us therefore now hear the second class of philosophers,
on this very important question. These all agree, that there
IS in all human voluntary actions, something that is virtuous;or
vicious; something that renders them morally right or moral-
ly wrong. But on the question, in what ;this moral element
consists; whether it is a property, or an accident, or some-
thing else, they, like the members of the :6.rstclass, are very
much dividerd. By omitting, however, for the present, minor
differences, we may classify them all under one or other of two
schools: the Selfish and the Disinterested. These both com-
prehend many great and good men: sages in. philosophy, as
well as in every other department of literature and science.

Perhaps the most distinguished moralist of the Selfish School,
is Archdeacon Paley, whose well known work on Ethics, was
for many years used as a text-book, in some of the best insti-
tutions of learnin~ on both sides of the Atlantic. We shall
therefore let him speak first both for himself and also for his
brethren in the faith. "Virture," then, says this very profound
writer, "is the doing good to mankind, in obedience to the will
of God for the sake of everlasting happiness." To the same
effect, is the testimony of Locke, Law, Tucker, Hartley, and
many others of the same School. In his Essay on the Human
Understanding, a work of twenty years profound study, Locke
says, "The idea of right and wrong is radically nothing but
the idea of happiness or misery, attatched to the observance or
infraction of some maxim proposed as a rule or law: t'hat is
to say, to the idea of reward or punishment.
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Acording then to these able representatives of the Selfish
School, the end of all virtur~ is simply to avoid punishment,
and to secure for ourselves everlasting happiness. But tbis,
young gentlemen, is selfisbness; pure unmingled selfish-
ness. And the man who makes this the object or Ruling
Principle of his life, will of necessity soon become an ex
tremely selfish person. No, it is not true, that happiness
should be our being's end and aim. Some higher motive
than this, must lead our affections away from self, and place
them on Him who is the unwasting fountain of all that is pure
and good; or, like the licentious Rousseau, we will soon make
self the standard of perfection, and conclude with him, that
wha~ever we feel to be right is right; and whatever we feel to
be wrong is wrong.

The Disinterested School of morals next claims our atten-
tion. 'l'his is by far the purest and most distinguished of all
the schools, whether ancient or m.odern. The names of Cud-
worth, Cumberland, Wollastor" Chrke, Butler, Hutcheson,
Smith, Reid, Stewart, Brown, Coleridge, Mackinto.sh, Ham-
ilton and "\Vhewellare sufficient to recommend to our favorble
C'onsideration, any school with which they stand connected.
These philosophers all concede that to be right, which is
in harmony with the will of God; and that to be wrong, which
is contrary to his will. And so far, their reasoning is all very
just, For as God's nature is the constitution of the universe;
so his will, or rather the expression of his will, is to u.~· the
standard of all tlwt is 1'igld,artd just, and good. But in attemp-
ting to ascertain what the will of God is, all these philosophers,
without exception, depend too much and too exclusively on the
dim light of nature. This is the great and.common error of the
school. And against this error, you will have to be constant-
lyon your guard, while consulting their otherwise valuble and
instructi ve writings.

" For self to self, and Gcd to man revealed,
Are theme, to Nature's eye forever sealed."

The truth is, that nature never waR a full and perfect ex-
ponent of either the Divine will or of the essential elements of
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morality. Even in its primitive state, nature was but little
more thsn a shadow of the reality. And certainly it is even
less now, since all its flickering·rays of light, come to us,
through a false and sin-·perverted medium.

It was always a difficult task, to read on their brick and
marble columns, the signs, and symbols, apd hieroglyphics of
the ancient. But It is far more difficult to do this now, when
these artificial characters lie scattered among the mouldering
ruins of wasted cities and fallen empires, And just so it is
with the Ila~ural exponents of tbe Divine will, and of man's
relations to the spiritual and moral nniverse. In the golden
age of humanity, when all.was peace, and light, and love in
Edens' holy bowers, these natural symbols way have indica-
ted much to the truly educated mind, that was accustomed to
look up through nature to nature's God. But now, all is chang-
ed. 'rhe world is a fallen temple: and humanity itself is but a
heap of ruins. To gather ~p, then, and to read just the scat-
tered leaves and broken sentences of the book of nature, so that
every word and every letter may serve to indicate the Divine
will in relation to man, and man's condition and obligations
in relation to the universe, is evidently a task that far trans-
scends the narrow limits of our feeble capacity. And hence
we are forced to the conclusion, both inductively an<i. deduc-
tively, both historically and philosophically that if we ever
understand these matters arig1tt, it must oe oy and through tfte
dil~'1entstudy of the Oracles of God.

To the Bible, then, young gentleman, we must all go
for a full and practical answer to the question, What is right?
I do not say that we must go to the Bible for the mere concep.
tion of right; nor for an ans'l\'er to the question what is right
under certain very plain and obvious circumstances. The~e
matters, I admit, may, to some extent, be learned from the book
of nature. Even the heathen, who bave no written law, do
in some cases what is required by the law. And this evi.
dently shows tbat the law of God is, in some measure written
on their hearte and in their consciences. So reasons Paul in
his letter to the Romans.
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But what I now speak of, is the right under all circnmstan-
'Ces. It will avail you but little to do what is right to day, if
for want of knowledge; or motive, or power, or anything else,
you are constrained to do what is wrong to-morrow, This is not
the way to form clwra£'ter. This is not the way to make the prin-
ciple of rectitude the Ruling Principle of your lives. If you
would do this; and if you would walk in the kings high way of
holiness; and ultimately become the honored citizens of his
kingdom, you must have respect to the right, dU1'ing every mo-
ment of your conscious existence. You mu"!t think of it, and
have respect to it, while you are eating; and while you are
drinking; and beM'e you engage in any enterprise that is, in
any way, connected with the glory of God; or with the disci-
pline of your own bearts; or with tbe welfare and happiness
of others. YOu must make the will of God as it is clearly ex-
pre.~sedand illustrated in his own divinely inspired Word, tll6
Rule of your conduct and the GuiiU of your lives.

It was in this way that Daniel formed for himself a rep-
utation, that is as wide as the world, and enduring as eter-
nity. Had he belonged to the school of Hobbes, or even to
that of the IllOI'elearned and conscientious Paley, his name
would be unknown to posperity : his fame would never have
reached the court of Nebuchadnezzar ; and his wisdom would
never have revealed the fate of tbe pusillanimous Belshazzar.
But be was !l man of one principle, One principle was the
guide of his life. He had never st udied the political cas uis-
try of Machieval, nor the time-serving policy of Layola.
The principle of right was the Ruling Prineiple of his long
and eventful life. It was tlie polar star of alJ his adventures:
it was th. glorious sun that had long eclipsed alJ the erratic
meteors in his moral canopy. And hence it was, that no cir-
cumstances, however adverse, could long embarrass him.
He stopped not to weigh their influence in the scales of a mere
ly temporary and doubtful expediency. When he knew for
instance, that a plot had been laid for his destruction; when
he knew that the writing had been signed, according to the
unalterable laws of the Medes and Persians; he went into his
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house, and his windows being open in his chamber towards
Jerusalem,-according to his custom; but in opposition to the
decree of a court that was then swaying its sceptre over the
civilized world, he kneeled down three times a day and wor-
shipped the God of his fathers? This is heroism. This is moral
courage that far transcends all the fables of Grecian and Ro-
man story.

Go then, my dear young friends, from this University, resolv-
ed, that by tbe grace of God and the diligent study of the Holy
Bible, you will make the Ruling Principle of this great and good
man, the Ruling PrinCIple of your lives. Practice, day by
day, his self-denial, his temperance, his p~tience, his godli-
ness and his benevolence. Do these things, and abound in
them, and soon his character will become your character;
soon his fllme will become your fame; and finally, when the
labors and toils of earth are ended, you will be associated with
bim and all the other pure and noble spiriLs of our race, in
the banal'S and happiness of God's everlasting kingdom.
There, there will be fullness of joy; and therp., there will btl
pleasures forevermore.

Young Gentleman ;-as scholars whom I have long known
and loved, I now bid you all an affectiJnate farewell.

For the Ghristia[l Pioneer,

LYING. NO. 1.

BRO. D. T. WRIGIfT-Dear Sir: I propose in ·this com-
munication to send you a few thoughts on the prevalent, sin-
ful and abominable practice of Iyi~g. I fear tbat our preaeh-
ers and periodicals do not lay that stress on this shame-
ful, mean and ruinous sin which tbe di vine writers at-
tach to it. It is not only the duty of the proclaimel's of
the gospel, to preaeh the gospel, to teach sound morals by pre-
cept and example, to confute all errors opposed to tbe gospel,
admonish those who transgress its precepts, to encourage all
who lead a l'igbteous course of life",-but to expose evil of
every description /l'S faithfully as the scriptures do.-Adam
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Clarke, D. D., in his note on Genesis/xx. 12, which contains
a part of Abraham's defense against Abimeleck's remons-
trance, for saying Sarah was his sister, instea~ of his wife.
" And yet indeed she is my sister; she is the daughter of my
father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she became
my wife." "I have not told alie, I have suppressed only a part
of the truth. In this place it may he proper to ask what is a
lie? It is any action done, or word spoken, whether true or
false in itself, which the doer, or speaker wishes the observer or
hearer, to take in a contrary sense to that which he knows ,to
be true. It is, in a word, any action done, or speech delivered,
with the intention to deceive; though both may be absolutely true
and right in themselves." In this definition then of a lie, both
Drs. Webster and Johnson agree; so: that according)o Moses,
Our Savior and Paul, the thing is proved. unless some one can
convict my learned witnesses of lying; which I presume no
one will attempt to do. The practice of lying is so prev-
alent in the world, and appears under so man,r forms, that a
firm adherence to truth in every thing, is considered,by many
a disagreeable singularity. How often do we hear it said,
lying is the order of the day. Even they who are not gUIlty
of open lies, are too often found in "the shameful practice of
equivocation. If a lie consists in an intention to deceive, it is
to be feard it is too common among all ranks of people. The
following instance of Dr Johnson's conduct in this respect,
while it reflects honor on him, will reprove many who are liv-
ing in thIS sin. It is said of him, tbat he would not allow
his servants to say be was not at bome, if be really was, as is
too much tbe custom of many. A servant's strict regard
for truth, said be, must be weakened by such a practice. A
philospher may know it is merely a form of denial; but few
servants are such distinguishers.-If I accustom my servant
to tell a lie for me, have I not reason to apprehend that be will
tell many more for himself? The doctor considered a strict
adherence to truth, a sound obligation, in so much that,
in relatir.g the most minute anecdote, he would not al-
low himself the~ smallest addition to embellish his story.
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'rhe late Mr. Tyers, who knew Dr. Johnson intimately, obser-
ved, that" he talked as if he was upon oath." It waf' a pro-
verbial manner among the Jews ~f characterizing a man of strict
proberty and good faith, by saying his yes is yes, and his no is
no ; that is, you may depend upon his wore., as he declares, so
it is, and as he promises, so he will do. Our Lord enjoina
such an habitual regard to truth, as would render swea-
ring unnecessary. Let your yes be yes,-your no, no-more
tha n this comes of the devil. Philo says we ought never to
swear, but to be so universally observant of truth in our
conversation, that our word may always be regarded as an
oath. Oaths in common conversation betray a defect in verac-
ity and in piety. I was once traveling' in 'the stage, and a con-
gressman, just as he was entering tte stage', be}ched out a hor-
rid implication. I, without knowing him at the time, asked him,
if hi'Sword had got so low that no one would believe him with'
out such horrid oaths? He growled and oJf.eredsome apology.

Herodotus tells us, in the fifth book of his history, that from
the age of ive years to that of twenty, the anC'ient Persians in-
structed their children only in three things, viz, to man-
age a house, to shoot dexterously with tne bow, and to speak
the truth. Which shows of how much importance they
thought it to fix this virtuous habit 0U the minds of youth be-
times. One of the homely maxims in use when I was young,
was to tell the truth and shame the devil.-Let us next cite a
few passages from the Book, and see the stamp which inspira-
tion fixes on this hateful sin. Christ ,says of the devil, he
was a murderer from the beginning,and abode not in the truth~,
because there is no truth iu him. When he speaks a lie, he
speaks of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of liars. Let
us think for a moment of the evil, untold and unimaginable,
that one lie did t0Adam and Eve, and their pO!lterity for time
and eternity. Six thousand years of woes, of pains, of ago-
nies,of miseries, of sufferings, of horrors, of crimes, of sins, of
groans, of sighs, of tears, of bitterness, of repentance have not
yet developed what was contained in that one lie! Should we
aUoot quake, and tremble, and shudder at a lie? What a mon-



·LYING. , 75

nment against lying! Eternity will not unfold the cOTlsequen·
ceses of that one lie. What other warning can any :man need
against this diabolical evil! David said in his day, all men
are liars. and who that has had much to do with men does
not know tbat this is generally true. He did not say any
thing about the worne-n.-He had not then heard of the
young lady, who told her young brother to go to the door,
lind say to her lover tbat sbe was not at borne, and the
little fellow instet\d of telling that sbe was not at bome, said,
sister says sbe is not at home. If David bad beard of
this young lady and some otbers, he wO'uldbave included them
with the men. " These S1X things doth the Lord hate;yea,sev-
en are an abomination to him, and one of them is a lying tongue."
Provo vi. 16, 17. "You shall not lie one to anothen,ays God,"
Levit. xix. 11 .. " Lie not one to another, seeing you have
put off the old man," Gol. iii. 9. Eph. iv. 15. "Lying lips ~re
an abomination to the Lord," Provo xii. 22. David saya, he
tbat tells lies shall not tarry in my sight," PI>.ci. 7. "I hate
and abhor lying," Pa. cxix. 163. "A righteous man hates
lying," Prov, xiii. 5. Thou shalt destroy them that speak lying.
They. which speak lies. A lying tongue is but for a moment.
Lying lips become not a prince. A poor man is better than a liar'
Your lips have spoken lies, Is. lix 2. 3. They bave tongnes
to spellk lies, Jer. ix :1'5. Shall I not visit tbem. for these
thinge? says the Lord; shall not my soul be avenged on such
It nation as this? By swearing, and lying, and killing, and
stealing, ~bey break out, Hosea. iv.2. Seduc-ing spirits, speak.
ing lies in hypocrisy, I Tim. iv. 2. As father Tbomas €)amp.
bell used to say, religious lies, if such lies tTherecould be.
All liars shall have their part in the lake tbat burns witb fire
and brimstone which is the second death, Rev. xxi. 8. With·
out the city are dogs, and whosoever loves and makes a lie,
Rev. xxii. 15. See the death of Ananias and Sapphira for lying
Acts. v. Satan excites to lying, 1 Kings xxii. 22. False
prophets addicted to lying, Jer. xxiii. 14. Ezek1el, xxii. 28'
The punishment o.fliars exemplified in the D-evil, in Cain, in
Sarah, in Jacob, in Joseph's' brethren, in the Gibeonites, in.
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Sampson, in Michal, in David, 1 Sam. xxi. 2 ; in the prophet
of Bethel, 1 Kings, xiii. 18; in Gehazi, in Job's friends, in
the Ninevites, in Peter. Yours truly,

J. CREATH.,-,
DESECRATION OF LORD'S DAY.

In all ages of the world, from. the termination of the war k
of creation, by the Almighty Architect of the Universe, to the
present time, God has required the separation of a seventh part
of time as a day of rest to man and devotion to His worship
and service. In the Antediluvian Age, and under the Patri-
archal and Jewish Dispensations of religion, this was the
seventl. day of the week, usually termed the Sabbath. 'l'he reas-
on given by the Creator himself for this was; that as He ceased
from the work of creation on that day, and" rested from all
his works that He had made," so must man cease from his
works, and make it a day of rest, to be holy, and devoted to
such service and worship as God might prescribe. Our Sa-
vior however, not only took the Jewish law and institution" out
of the way, nailing it to his cross," where it expired with
him, but He slept the last Jewish S'Ibbath in the grave; and
the next day, the first day. of the week instead of the sellentl. and
last, the day of his resurrection, has become the day for us to
keep as the" Lord's Day." .

Now a good many professing Christians, because the day has
been changed,from. the manner in which they speak and act seem
to regard the day as not to be kept as strictly as was the Jewish
Sabbath. They readily admit that Christians ought to meet
together on that day, in order to worship God, by partaking of
the Lord's Supper,and attending to the ordinances of his house,
the Church; but that when that is done, aboutall which is re-
quired of them is qone; and that. they ~y visit, and make it a-

day of amusement, businesFl, etc. Now they are very, much
mistaken. Every thing of thiE!kind is a desecration of Lord's
Day." The very name of it, "Lord's Day," the day of
the Lord, His day, the mark of possession being used,
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shows that it is to be devoted to his service. If it is the
Lord'8 Day, it is not ours, but BIS, belongs to HIM in
a peculiar and appropriated :Sense; and is to be devoted to his
worship and service.

But we have an argument to offer here, drawn from the orig-
inallanguage,of the New Testament, the Greek, which haeper-
haps been noticed by very few of even Greek scholars-an ar-
gument for that day as a day of rest and devotion to the service
and worship of God. Tbe original translated" fir,>tday of
the week,";and perhaps" Lord's Day" too, is Sabbaton, from
the Hebrew word Sbbatos for Sabbath. It is in fact the He-
brew word for Sabbath transferred into the Greek language
by the inspired writers of the New Testament. This trans-
fer of the Hebrew word for Sabbath into the Greek, instead
of a transl'ltion of it, shows very plainly the mind of the
Holy Spirit on the character ot the day; and' tbat as a day
of rest from secular labor and employment and devotion to the
worship and service of God, it is intended to take the place of
the Jewish Sabbath, and to be consecrated to God as that was;
but in a manner corresponding to the change of dispensation.
Christians are therefore, under obhgations to observe the day,
not only as one of rest, but to the Lord. "He that observes
the day, let him observe it to the Lord," is the language of
the apostle; and is as applicable to the observance of Lord's
Day as to that of the Jewish Sabbath. They should therefore
perform no secular labor on that day, except works of neces-
sity, of absolute necessity. Not only should there be no cut-
ting of wood, etc. on that day, unless absolutely necessary,
but no cooking, except the making of coffee 01' tea, or some-
thing of the kind. Let professing Chflstians cellse to-desecrate
the day, as they are too much in the habit of doing, by ne/ld-
less visiting, secular work, attending to amusements, /ltc. and
particularly by absenting thernselvefl from the house and ta-
ble of the Lord, when in their power to attend. If there is no
regular meeting of the Disciples of Christ, at a church-houae
convement for them to attend, let them meet in their own
private houses, to attend to the Lord's supper. Our Savwr
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!laid, that where two or three meet together in his name, there
will he be one in the midst of them ; and as we are all
H Kings and Priests to God," any Disciple is authorized to of-
ficiate at the Lord's table.

J. R. H.
Near PADUCAH,Ky, July 20th, 1862,.-.

For the Christian Pioneer.

INFANT REGENERATION.
NO. I.

BRO. D. 'f. WRIGHT--Dear Sir: I believe tbat the Papists,
the Episcopalians, tbe Presbyterians, the Lutherans, the Meth-
odists, and indeed all the Protestants believe aud teach H infant
regeneration." The Conslitutivn of the Presbyterian church
in the United States of America, says, pages 61 and 62,

" Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated and saved bv Christ
through ·theSpirit, who works when. where and how he pleases."

The Episcopal Prayer Book says, pages, 152-3.
" Seeing now, dearly beloved brethren, that this child is regenerated,

aud grafted into the body of Christ's Church."
And· in the prayer for the ohild, it says,
" We yield thee hearty thanks,most merciful father, that it hath pleased

thee to regenerate this infant with thy Holy Spint."

Doctrinal Tracts, page 248, says:
" By Baptism, we who were" by nature ahildren of wrath," are made

the children of God. And this regeneration which our church in so many
places ascribes to bapti,m, is more than barely being admitted into the
Church, though commonly connected therpwith; being ,. grafted into the
bOllyof Christ's church, we are made the children of God by adoption and
g'l'ace." This is grounded on the plain words of our Lord, "Exct>pt a
mal! be born again of. water and of the Spirit, he cannot entt>rinto the
kingdom of God," John iii•. 5. By water then, as a means, the watel of
haptism, we are regeneratt>dor born agaIn; whence it is so called by the
apo.Ue "the washing of rt>generation." Our church therefore ascribes
no greater virture to bapti.m than Christ himself has done. Nor does she
ascribe it to the outward washing, but, to the inward I\'lace, which, add-
ed thereto, makes it a Sacramt>nt. Herein a princIple of grace is infu.ed,
which WIllnot be wholly taken away,llUless we.quench tbe Holy Spirt of
Go,'!by long continued wickedness."
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Remarks on the above. First by the mouths oC three wit-
nesses, according to Moses, Christ and Paul, and all the courts
oC Christendom, these three churches believe in "inCant regen-
eration." This is the testimony of eve.ry man and woman in
these denominations. This is a very large number of witnes-
ses to" infant regenerati~n.'1 This is no garbled account,
no misrepresentation, no slander of whole bodies of people as
they do us. The above accounts are taken Cromtheir approved
standard works. They ought to prove infant regeneration
or abandon it. They ought to prove infant regeneration by
a thus says the Lord j infants are regenerated by baptism or by
the Holy Spirit, or by both, for they are both in their premises
or assertions. It ought not to rest on inference, on deduction,
on misapplication of scripture, on handling the word of God
deceitfully, by cunning craftiness, and by far fetched proofs.

2. I will now examine the passages of Scripture adduced to
prove" infant regeneration." The first passages relied on to
prove it, by the Westminster Divines, are thos~ passages in the
Gospels, which say that children were brought to our Savior,
that he might touch them, or bless them by laying hands on
them, Luke xviii. 15, 16: "Suffer little children to come to
me." I will point out several mi"lfortunes attending this proof.
The first is, these words were spoken before Christian baptism
was instItuted. Christian baptism was instituted after the res-
urrection of Christ, Matth. XXViii.19, 20. A second misfor-
tune attending this proof of infant regeneration, is, these chil-
dren were brought to receive a blessing and not christian bap-
tism, which was not then instituted.-Though these words
both begin with B, blessing' does not spell baptize. A third
misfortune is, that infant communion can be as easily proved
from this passage as mfant regeneration. It proves too much,
therefore it proves nothing. The Catholics practice infant
communion. I would ask any sensible or reasonable man in
anyone of these three great parties, do you believe that water
put on a child by our Savior or any other person, without
knowledge in the child, without reason, without speech, with-
out desiring it, without repentance, without faith, without a
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ohlt.ngeof heart, ever regenerated an infant ? Answer consci-
entiously before God. If you believe this, the re is no difficulty
in your believing all the other articles of orthodoxy, such as the
mass, the infallibility offalhbilty, transubstantiation, and all the
l'est. You are a fit eubject for a Itlnatic assylum.

The second and principal proof brought forward to prove in-
fant regeneration by water is, John iii. 5, ••You must be born
of water and the Spirit." The first misfortune attending this
text is, it was spoken to a Jewish Senator, and not to infants,
a man must be born from above (another) and not infants.
The second misfortune attending this passage is, this Jewish
Senator said, we know or believe your are a teacher come from
God. Do infants know this? Unless they do,-all the wa-
tersin the universe will never regenerate infants. A third
misfortune attending this proof is, our Savior was discoursing
about bis kingdom and not about infant regeneration. A fourth
misfortune attending this proof is. tbat when quoted to prove
infant regeneration, tbe water is first ana alone, and the whf'le
regenerating process and means.-- When this passage is quoted
to prove mystical, individual, personal, adult sectarian regen-
eration, tbe Spirit comes alone and regenerates and no water
with it. This is a safe retreat for all mystics and sectarians.
I do not know wbich has been the most perverted and done the
most mischiefto mankind, the tbird of John by the protestants,
or tbe sixteenth of Mattbew by tbe papists. The cbu1"ch iil
built on Peter and we Catbolics bave the keys!

What Paul said about the washing of reg'lneralion in the
tllird of Titus, was spoken to a christian congregation of adult
persons,-and not to infants. That one misfortune ruins infant
baptismal regeneration. To believing penitents tben, and now,
immersion is tbe loutron, laver, 01' waShing of regeneration, not
regeneration. All tbe persons regenerated by tbe apostles in
tbe Acts of tbe apostles, heard the gospel, believed it, repent-
ed of their sins-:.were baptized, were pardoned, tben received
tbe Holy Spirit, then were new creatures. Jobn iii. 5. Jobn'
vii.39, Acts ii. 88, Acts iii. 19, Acts v. 32. Peter said
God gsV4t his Holy Spirit to Ihem that obeyed him, Acts viii.
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14. 17. The apostle laid their ball.~son.baptizedbeJie~rs and
they received the Holy· Spirit.

There is a threefold rgeneration now preached in Christen"
dom; first, this infant regeneration by th" priest.a oJ cat~lics
and protestants dipping their fingers and sprinkling so~e
drops of water on the face of a speechless ~alJe. Second, em"
vinistic, mystical, sectarian regeneration of all parties by· the
spirit before faith to produce faith. Third, Scriptural regen-
eration by faith in the Son of God, a change of heart, life. pur-
pose,-immersion into Christ, he is then under Christ anll is a
new creature.

Will some of your readers .cile a passage wh.ich saY!1 the
spirit of God regenerates an infant before death, in death, or af-
ter death? I wish to know the wh8n, the where, and. the how
of this infant regeneration.

JACOI~ CaEATH ..~.
PROGRESS.

BY W. w. STACy.

We, of the present reformation, have been abundantly re-
warded and blessed for our labors, and have Cause to rejoice
and be thankful; and with gratitude we feel constrained to give
all honor, glory and praise to Him who loved the sons of
men and gave himself for them. We have restored the prim-
itive worship and apostolic order of the Church,and by preaoh·
ing the Gospel,thousands have been made to rejoice in the hope
of immortality; and thousands are ever willing to testify, that the
gospel is the power of God to salvation, for eV8ry one who be-
li8ves, and who are living witnestl8s for Jesus by a pious
life and a holy example, in harmony with the laws and
life of Jesus. And we are sensible of God's favor, and
of the divine presence in our midst, and hence we are
under the mORt sacred obligaUons to exert all our
energies in the work the Lord has asSIgned us. A holier
people-a purer people, cannot be found than our brelhren ;
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and their faith and zeal, love and devotion, and united effort,
will enable them to aooomplish greater works, and lead them
through every opposition to noble triumphs. But in the
great work we have undertaken, there is a neoessity that we
work aocording to God's will. There are some things or prac-
tices that should be renounced; and, as we would have the
true light and know God's will, it positively devolves upon U9

to practice or to do the will of God. We see some indications
of improvement in preaching.

Among the Sectarians, innumerable scbemes and "pious
frauds" have been resorted to, for the purpose of proselyting
men to the various systems of religion, but we need no such
worldly inventions or sohemes. We want preachers to preaoh
the gospel of our Lord as the means by which the Holy Spirit
oonverts Dien from sin, and this js the extent of man's agency
in the work of the conversion of the world. We want men
to preach, who love the Lord and whose hearts are made alive
to the great interests of mankind, and whose hearts cherish
a love for our race in its degraded forms, and whose prayers
may be a power of progress. We want preachers whose
hearts and spirits are quickfmed by the presence of the
Holy Spirit in their hearts,and whose lives are in harmony wi th
the gospel they preaoh, and in unison with the love of God;
and who shall preach the gospel for the glory of God and tbe
welfare of our race, and, whilflever looking forward to the great
reward in the celestial realms, shall falter not amidst the oppo-
sition of the envious. nor relax their devotion and zeal, when
the taunts and jeers of the wicked fall on theil' ears, and the see-
tarian clergy combine to destroy their influence. We want
no mere speech-makers, whose hearts are insenstble of the
love of God and the glory to be revealed, and who love to harp
on theeries, and doctrines, and lifeless speculations, but we
want men whose bearts and lives are hallowed by the
Holy Spirit, and who appreciate tbe glory of a life in Christ,
and the bope of those wbo are linked by the indwelling of the
Spirit witb the divine nature, and look upon this as the great
design of preaching: that, through this glorious relation,
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mankind may be heirs of the immortal inheritance ;bence the
necessity of urging converts to seek the Spirit. Christ has
revealed all things necessary for the conversion of the world,
and hence we want men to preach, who will spurn all the
c'C pious frauds," holy shams and schemes of men for the con-
version of the world-and nobly preach Christ and ,him cru-
cified, holding forth Christ's death as the means of reconcih-
ation to God, and trusting in Jesus to convert man~ by the
Holy Spirit's teaching. Man may make proselytes to religion,
but not christillns, by preaching theories and by schemes and
cunning methods, but the Holy Spirit is not promised to any
but those who believe and obey the gospel form of doctrine,in-
stituted by Jesus. And when these pious frauds and ungodly
schemes of men, are brought to the view of the world, as they
will be, the world will be surprised and a reaction will take
place, that will greatly injure the influence of the preachers of
religion, and lead many to infidelity; and then the whole bur-
den of preaching will fall on us who are free from pious trick-
8ry and human methods to proselyte men. The Lord will not
bless those who do the work He has assigned them deceitfully,
but his faithful, honest servants He will never forsake. We
must purify the church. We cry out against great sins, for-
getting that we must purify the hearts of men before they will
cease to sin. Small sins lead to greater ones, and while we
tolerate small sins in the church, its influence will be greatly
injured: while great sins are looked upon with aohorence,
none will be induced to admit them into the catalogue of their
sins; but small sins, or small sinners have considerable influ-
ence, and these destroy the character of the Church. Con~
sequently we must purify the church, and make it a habitation
of God by his Spirit, which will shed a halo of glory and puri-
ty around it, of a most lovely and attractive nature, and thus
the members of the body will be drawn close to God, and exert
a happy influence on the world. And when the churoh is set
free from the many formalists who blight its influence, it will
be a shining light and a witnes'! for Jesus, and thousands
will come flocking to it saying behold the people of God, fox'
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the Lord is with them, and w:ewill cast in our lot with them.
Preachers in preaching the great facte.of the gospel,draw men
into the Ohurch, but their confirmation in the faith, is a work
that falls largely upon the private brethren. who by a pious
example and a holy life of love, exert an almost irrisistible influ-
ence ; and, hence all have a work 00 do, and all are responsible;
~lndthus we see the propriety of unity of effort. and that pri-
vate members should unite their influence with the labors of
ministers, and be united in love, and go on to victory, trust·
ing in the Lord. and rejoicing that all who labor, share in the
great reward.

•••
PALMYRA,Mo., July 21, 1862.

ELD. D. T. WRIGHT-])ear Sir: You will oblidge the
friends of Eld. Jacob Oreath. by inserting the following Phre-
nological Ohart of him. taken by Professo,r O. S. Fowler of
New York. Very respectfully your friend and brother,

M. McDONALD.

PHRENOLOGICAL CHART OF MR. JACOB
CREATH, GIVEN AT MEMPHIS, TENN., BY O. S.
FOWLER, PROFESSOR OF PHRENOLOGY, MAY
20th, 1859.

W. GILES REPORTER.

Strength, power, efficiency, go·ahead, and the utmost in·
domitability is your predominant trait, and is remarkable.-
You inherit it from your father, whom you resemble; and are
adapted to carryon some great undertaking requiring the ut-
most perseverance, and have made your mark on the intel-
lect of the community where you reside: partly because of
your strong active sense, more because of you tremendous
energy of Character. You have extracrdinary hings, great
muscles, a splendidly balanced constitution, and have a world
of vitality; can ~o through herculean labors, and have not 8

luy bone in your body. You are excitable a little, though
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not mueh, rarely ever let your feelings get the better of your
judgment.- You have not any thing lIke as much culture in
proportion as you have natural talents.

You have excellent digestion but have over eaten all your
life.

You have extraordinary breathing power, and hardly know
what fatigue is ; and must be out of doors most of the time.

You have an organism more favorable to judgment than to
brilliancy. You are a ladie's man, almost worship the sex. and
appreciate female beauty. •

You should marry a wife who is dependent. not obstinate,
for you never could tolerllte Iln obstinate woman. You have
one of the best wives that el'er was. becauBe you know how to
select a woman, and becuase you would live well with auy
women. and would so live with a poor woman as to make ber
a good wife, even if poor, and your wife would lay down her
life for you.

You Ilre thoroughly sexed, Ilre pre-eminently mllnly, have a
high noble bearing. You hllve very strong love for children.
especially daughters, literally doting on them IlSif they were
angels.

You are devotedly attached to home, are one of the most
indulgent of husdands and parents, are a true warm, generous
friend, and have a warmer heart than often comes uuder
my hands.

You are a true patriot, are wanting in continuity, are able to
attend to a"great diversity ofbusinesB in short order and with-
out mistake. You have great fortitude to bear up unner disease,
will not aUQw yourself to be sick, and will not give up. You
never quarrel with others, but stand your ground like a man.-
You are determined to conquer, but never punish a fallen foe.

You have an excellent Ilppetite, go in for the plain and sub-
etllntial; can make money, but it must be in a large way, you
never can dabble. You are perfectly candid, never act in a
cunning way to attain your end, but always straight forward and
correct. You are barely cautious enough lO prevent action,
but enough so to keep you from embarking. You are not par-



]86 PHRENOLOGICAL CHART.

ticular as to what people say about you, pursue an indepen-
dent course, do as you please, and let people say what they
like.

You are mOdtuncompromising when your mind is once
made up, yet are judicious in makipg it up. You are rather
conservative. You are a true worshiper of the Deity, but
always under your own vine and fig tree skeptical, and never
admit anything unless proved to a demonstration. You ough t
to b~ a judge. You are a true philanthropist, are generous,
too kind for you own good, dont let your friendRput their hands
too deeply 1Oto your pockets, and d'ln't endorse unless you
are willing to lose, confide too much to friends, learn to say
No. I should not wonder if you have lost half you have
made, so, turn a corner.

You are better informed than one in thousands of YOUI'

mE'ansof knowledge. You are poor in memory of names and
dates, but good at recollecting countenances, facts, and ideas.

Y011ought to he a speaker, not because you have so great
!\ flow of words, but because you say impressively what you
say at all.

You have a wonderfully accurate eye to judge of bulk and
proportion, and cannot tolerate architectural disprop?rtion.
You never lose your way in City or country.

Your forte lies in the adoption of ways and means to end!! in
judgment, in OIiginality, forethought, contrivance and pen-
etration.

You lack the agreeable, you pass no compliments, 110tenough,
but you read a man right through the first time, and are
happy in what you say; it justs hits the nail on the head. Your
criticisms are remarkable, you illustrate well: the fact is, sir,
you are by nature a great man, and need only circumstances to
make you a great man; and you certainly are one of the bes t
men Ieyer examined, and universally beloved.

I-I

THE COMMUNITY OF HELL.

With this multitude of tbe licentious and the covetous, will
sink to hell, all who are not renewed and sanctified. What
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" .prospect for the gay, tbe fashionable, the mmaf, tle amia~
ble, and tbe lovely, who have no religion! For all tne im-
penitent and the unbelieving, there is but one home in eterni-
ty. Hell is less terrible from its penal fires and its smoke
of torment, than from its being made up of the profane,· tbe
sensual and the vile; and its supremest horrors arise from its
being the place where shall be gathered all the corrupt and un·
llOlydwellers in a fallen world; all who are 80 impure that they
cannot be admitted into heaven. Why then will the 1'efined,
the moral, and the amiable not be persuaded to seek the
society of a pure heaven? to be preparl'd for the world where
holy beings dwell ?-A. Barns.

•-1

THE GOSPEL THE POWER OF GOD UNTO
SALVATION.

A DISCOURSE.-By THE SENIOR EDITOR.

I Amnot ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to everyone that beheveth.-RoM. i. 16.

Such was the language of the apostle Paul to the Christ·
ians at Rome, the great capital of the Roman Empire, then
embracing nearly the whole civilized world, and which, on
that account was called the "mistress of the world." It was
the residence of the greatest philosophers, statesmen, orators
and poet,; of the world; and if there was any place in the
world where that gospel might expect to have odium cast up-
on it, and opposition to encounter, it would be there. There
were many circumstances too, connected with Cbrist and
his gospel, calculated to repder it odious to tbe world, and to
make men ashamed of it, at that time. There were none of tbose
circumstances of pomp, and polVer, and royalty, and splendor,
attached to it, calculated to attract the admiration Qnd homage
of mankind, and draw them to Christ. The Jews, interpre-
ting the predictions in reference to the coming Messiah, in 8

literal manner, when they were fi9urative, were expecting his
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kingdom to oonsist of a splendid, secular reign, far exceeding
in earthly glory any thing that had preceeded it; and that h8
should come in earthly glory, and his reign be ushered in
with all the splendors of royalty, its "pomp and circum-
statice ;" that he was to live and reign forever; that
he was to take his seat upon the throne of David and Sol-
omon, his illustrious prototypes, in Jerusalem, "the city of
the Great King; " that under him they would be enabled to
to throw off the yoke of the Roman government, and under
his victorious banners be enabled to march on from conquest
to conquest, until, not only the Roman Empire, but the whole
world should be subjugated to their dominion; and that his
kingdom should become the fifth, and last, lind universal, and
perpetual Monarchy and Empire! Such wer e the expectations
of the Jews in reference to the kingdom of the Messiah; and
as the whole of the then civilized world, in consequence of
the general prevalence of these predictions of the Jewish
prophets, were expecting a person to arise in the East, or in
Judea, who should obtain the reins of universal empire, they
partook of the same ideas of the secular character of his reign.
Hence the universal disappointment in the minds of men,
in reference to its character, and the rejection of Christ and
his religion !

Instead of being the immediate deSCEndantof a great king,
or a royal family, an ilJustrous prince, he was the reputed
son of a poor, obscure carpenter, and himself a carpenter by
trade; instead of being born in a palace, he was born in a stable;
instead of being rocked in the cradle of royalty, he had a horse
trough for his cradle; instead of being arrayed in fine clothing,
purple, and scarlet, and linen, he was dressed in the plain and
simple attire of a robe without seam; instead of feasting on the
richest food and drinking the finest wines, his fare was the
plain and simple food and drinks of bis family and friends;
and instead of being the owner of vast and splendid estates, of
sacular kinlrdoms and empires, though tbe world was made
by him as the Logos, or Wort! of God, upheld and sustained
by his power, and his by rIght of creation, yet he claimed not
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a fool of its soil while on earth, and was so poor that we hear
.him saying to one who proposed to follow'him, " the foxes have
holes and the birds of the air have nests,but the Son of Man
bath not where to lay his head!" And added to all these cir-
cumstances calculated to make men ashamed of him and his gos-
pel and what was most repulsive of all, to crown all theses as

, it were, he was put to the cruel and ignominious death of
the cross, a punishment which the Romans inflicted upon
only the lowest and meanest of their criminals! Crucified
between two thieves, he died the death of a malefactor; and
"to profess his religion, was to share his disgrace!" And
then his disciples, the chosen heralds of his religion, his em-
bassadors and ministers plenipotentiary to a rebel world, in-
stead of being chosen from the Jewish sanhedrim, from the
learned scribes and doctors of the law, or from the philosophers
and wise men of the times, were chosen by him from among
the poor and illiterate fisherman of Galilee, from a people al-
most proverbial for their ignorance, termed" earthen vessels,"
by Paul, that, as he continues " the excellency might be of
God and not of us."-circumstances again calculated to cast
odium upon Christ and his gospel, and render men ashamed of
them!

But Jesus came not to take his seat upon an earthly throne.
The throne of .Tudea was too contracted for him; and even the
throne of imperial Rome, grand and august as that was, was
too narrOw for his mighty aims and vast purposes! He came
to take his seat upon a higher throne than any of these-upon
the throne of the Universe, at the right hand of God-to es-
tablish a Spiritual dominion,-and by reigning over the minds
of men to conquer their unholy passions, and thus to bring
the outward in subjugation unto him-where he still sits and
reigns, and shall reign until his religion, in its purity, is every
where acknowledged, and his dominion sh all be every where ac-
knowledged-until "all shall know him from the least to the
greatest, and righteousness shall cover the .lands as waters do
the deep." And in the case of Paul himself, there were many
things to make him ashamed of Christ and his Gospel. H.
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was b1'(Mlgb'l. up/' as he informs us, " at the feet of Gamaliel,"
one of tl!I.emost learned doctors of the Jewish law, •• and.
taught aceG<Tdingto the perfect manner of the law of the fath·
ers ;n pTo.tJed in the J ewa' religion above many of his fellows;
and. eOlllttliave gloried in his talents and learning; but as soon
as be became convinced that Jesus of Nazareth, whom he
was eDgaged in persecuting, was the Christ, the promised
}'Iessiab, he readily renounced all, and was willing to count
all these things as loss for the excellency of the knowledge
of Cht'1st, for whom he had suffered the loss of all things, and
was wining to count them as refuse, that l.e might win Christ
and be fOlandin him. and having his righteousness. Hence,
undet'aU these circumstances of discouragement, and with the
perseellt;ons, and sufferings, and sacrifices, and exposure to
deatb. t{) which he might be rendered liable, he declares his
"eadi.ess to preach the gospel to those who were at Rome;
and has given us the reason, which we will consider in OUI"

next, aod concluding part of this discourse.
(to be concluded in our nex t)

I-I

BIBLICAL CRITICISM. NO. I.

Under this head we design a department, to consist of Ii

series of criticisms. on different passages of the word of God,
which are difficult of comprehension, their real meaning mi8'
conceived, are peverted from their true meaning, misapplied,
etc.-such as may occasionally present themselves to us, or
be suggested by others.-We takE.tbe following, as one that
has just come under our notice:

THE PROPHETS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

Now therefore ye [Gentiles] are no more strangers and foreigners,
but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; and
are built upon the foundation of apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ him-
self being the chief corner stone.-Eph. ii. 19, 20.

We had generally been accustomed, along witb, we expect,
most of our brethren, to regard the prophets here spoken of,
as the prophets of the Old Testament; and the meaning to be,



BIBLICAL CRITICITMS. 191

that the Church is built upon the foundation of the testimony
of propbets and apostles. We thought it singular however,
if this were the case, that Paul should place the apottles before
the prophets, as also in chap. iii. [): "as it is now revealed
unto his holy apostles and prophets by the spirit." But an in-
telligent brother recently set us right here, by showing that it
was an entirely different class of prophets, that is here referred
to, one belonging to the New Testament, or Christian Dispen-
sation. This is evident from what the apostle here says about
the mystery ofthe union in Christ of Jew and Gentile, being
" revealed unto the holy apostles and prophets," consequently
it could not have been the Old Testament prophets, to whom it
was never revealed; but who "enquired and searched dili-
gently," etc. without having it revealed to them. (See
1 Pet. 1. 10-12.)

'fhis arrangement-of apostles before prophets-we find in
accordance with the order in the church, as named by Paul
(Eph. iv. 11,) "And he gave some, apostlell; and some,
prophets,. and some, evangelists," etc. and, (1 Cor. xii
'l8,): "God hath set some in the church, first, apostles;
secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers," etc.-consequently,
as these prophets belonged to the Church of Christ, and oc-
cupied a secondary position in it, they could not be those of
the Old Testament. So we conclude the argument, as the
logicians say, quoderat derrwnstrandum, "which was to be de-
monstrated." These prophets of the New 'fe~tament were lL

class of extraordinary teaohers, in the Church, next in .rank
to the apostles. We could here say 8 good deal in reference
10 them, in connection with our subject, but it would make this
luticle longer than we wish ; and so we have concluded to
make them the subjeot of a separate article, * to follow this.

J. R. H.

• The foregoing Criticiom has been on hand for sometime, and the
article that Bro. Howard here speaks of writing hereafter, has been
written and published in the first volume of the Pioneer, page 279.
This was not rememberl'd by us until the above was in type.

D.T. W.
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BIBLICAL CRITICISM. NO. II.

THE SERPENT MENTIONED BY JOB.

By his Spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed thl!
crooked serpent.....,..Jobxxvi. 13.

This is the language of Job, in reoounting the works of
God; but why, after saying that he had by his Spirit furnished
the heavens with their hosts of slars, suns, planets and moons,
he should all at onoe desoend to the creation of the snake, may
seem singular to most readers of the Bible. But by the aid of
the science of Astronomy, whioh is here \lseful to us as the
handmaid of religion, it is easily explained. There is a con-
stellation,or cluster of slars, called the Serpent by the ancients,
from its supposed resemblance to a crooked serpent; and it is

,of this that Job speaks, and not of the bnake that crawls on the
earth. We find him mentiuning some others of these constel-
lations, which were familiar to the ancients: "Which [God]
maketh Arcturus, Orion, Pleiades, and the chambers of the
South." These are all different constellations, or groups of
stars, known to ~heancients under these names, the Pleiades be-
ing what we call the" seven stars." Again: " canst thou bind
the sweet influence of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?"
He may have an allusion here to what is termed Judicial As-
trology, or the science of divining or foretelling future events
by the supposed influence of the stars, as being "born un-
der certain stars," entering on important undertakings, etc.
one of the popular superstitions of the ancients, and believed
in by some in modern times called fortune-tellers," Or it may
be an allusion to the influence of these groups of stars on sea-
navigation, as being undertaken at periods of the year, when
they were in certain positions in the heavens, ill order to b.
successful.

J. R. H.

Happy are they who choose the way of life and keep it,
for they shall see God, and enjoy him forever.
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BIBLICAL ORITICISM. NO. III.

, OOMPOUNDING WITH 'fRill OREDITOR.
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" Agree with thine adversary ~ickly, whilst thou art in the way with
him,lestat any lime the adversary delIver thee to the judge, and thfljudge
deliver thee to the officer, .and thou be cast into prison. Verily Isay
unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come au· thence, till thou bast pllJd
the uttermost farthing "-Matth. v. 25,26.

In the new translation of bro. A. Campbell, these passages
are rendeled much plainer: •• Compound betimes with your
creditor, while you are on the road together; lest the creditor
consign you to the judge, and the judge consign you to the offi-
cer; and you be thrown into prison. Indeed I say to you,
you will not be released until you have discharged the
last farthing."

To understand the meaning of this passage, there are some
thing~ in connection, not known to many or mOllt readers of
the Bible, that have to be considered. The Jews were under
the Roman government ; and there was said to be a Roman
law, that when a diffieulty arose between two men, whether
about debt, or any thing else, which had. to be settled by law,
they should accompany each other to the trial, without the
presence of any other persons, and do so in a friendly manner,
so that if possible, they might make a compromise of their
difficulty without carrying it before the judge or magistraUl.
Hence our Savior said to his disciples, "Compound [or
compromise] betimes with your creditor"-on the way to the
trial-lest, if you do not, the matUlr will go before the mag-
istrate, he will give judgment against you, and you will have
to go into jail for the debt, as imprisonment for debt, seems to
have been a law of the Romans. And when put in prison for
debt, the debtor had to remain there ul1tHthe debt was entire-
ly liquidated or paid. It has been a good and humane thing,
that the barbarous practice of imprisonment for deb~ has gen-
erally been abolished. As has been very justly remarked by
some poet:
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.~'He who owes and runs away, '
May live to pay another day:
But he who is in jail confined,
Call pay no debt of ~IIY kind."

The design of our Savior here seems to have been that of
teaching his the truemorlltlity an~religion, u.nder the Jewish
law and Roman government. And as the spirit of the relig-
ion he came to'establish on earth, 'Wasone of ,. peace on earth
and good will towards men," llt8 well as " glory to God in
the highest heaven," he taught his disciples to avoid every
thing which wouM make men enemies to each other, in soci-
ety or engender and keep strife, contention and ill-wIll among
them. J. R. H ..-.

IMMORTALITY.

We frequently hear the terms immortalandimvnwrttdity, used'
In reference to the everlasting duration of the I1unishment of
the wicked, and that even among our own b.rethren, which
would predicate immortality of the wick.ed-when iUs said in
the New Testament that God" only hath immortalitYi." Such
nse of these terms is a misapplication and consequent abuse of
of them; and is generally to be attributed to the ignorance of
those thus using them, arising, Worn,the want of a proper dis-
crimination in the use of Bible terms; and in the case of those
in the fog and mist of spiritual. Babylon, £l'om too confusion
and indistinctneas with whieh they see the things of the Bible.

Now the terms immor.taliand im'mortality are never used in
reference to th ••punishment Gf the wicked; but always in rd-
erence to the happiness of the righteous, in a futmre state of
existence. The originalt Greek)pf the English term in the Com-
mon Version of the Scrip,tuTes, is aplttltarsia, and'is defined
by Greenfield in.his Lex.icon of the New Testament :'" incor-
ruptibility, iuc01ll'uptness ; by implication, immortality, l' Cor.
xv. 42, 53, 54, witJi, tlte accessorY.,idea of felicity:" and the
term for immortaJ,theadiective,. opltthartos:. "incorruptible
immortal, imperishable, \III'ld)ling,enduring, Rom. L ~'3. 1 Cor.
iX• !5; xv. 52," 6w.-Cruden) tn, hhi. Conaoraance, says that
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the term immortal U Signifies: (1.) one who is simply and ev-
ery way in corruptible, without possibility of perishing or dy-
ing, 1 Tim. i. 17. (2.) That which being once dead shall rise
again never to die more, 1 cor, X,V. @3. (3.) The consummate
glory and eternal blessedness of. the saints in heaven, Rom. ii
7."

With these defiinibi'(lnsbefure the mind, letus now look at
the u'ee of these terms, the passages and connections in which
they ocour is. the New 'Eestament. And filSt the term im-
mortal, which is used but once, 1 Tim.i 17: c, Now unto
the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be
bonor and glory forever and ever." Here it is used in refer,-
ence to God, and in connection with the word eternal, which·
shows that it has also another meaning, an accessory one, as
Greenfield says, which, wbile it includes that of eternal, does
so as peculiar only to God. Paul, speaking of God, (in
1Tim. vi. 16,) says: U Who only hath immortality, dwelling
in the light which no man can approach unto." Here again
it is predicated of God alone; consequently can never be
of the Devil, or the wicked, who will be eternal in existence, but
notimmortal ; and can only belong to th0s~, ill' a. futwre state
of eXIstence, who have become like God, as to·holiness, right.·
eousness, etc.-The ne~t passage we shall noticce is, (Rom.
ii. 7,): "To tlHlm.who by patient continuance in well doing
seek for glory: and: honor and immortality," God will render
" eternal life." Here it is predicated of the righteous, as
something for which they are to seek; which shows that it
is more than mere eternal existence-one of happiness and
glory.-

The next passage we shall notice, iii ~2 1Iim. 1. 10,) where
Paul, speaking of the "appea'l'ing of our Savior Jesus Christ,"
says: ••Who hath abolished death,. and hath brought life
and immortality to light through the gospel," Here we find
it connected with life, and as something of which the world
was ignorant untili bi-ought to light by the resurrection of
Christ-consequently belongs peculiar.ly to the eternal life of
the righteous, in, the-w-orld to come.
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All the other passages where it occurs are to be found in
1 Cor. xv. 53, 54: "For this corruption must put on incor.,
ruption, and this mortal must put on immortality," etc. to the
same import of all the preceding' passages.

In nom. i. 23, the original word is rendered "the incor-
ruptible God ;" 1 Cor. xv. 42: et it is raised in incorruption,
1 Cor. ix. 25: •• but we an incor1'Uptible'orown; " xv. 50:
•• neither doth corruption inherit tncorruption ;" Eph. vi". 24,
where it is rendered by implication, sincerity; 1 Pet. i. 4 :
•• to an inheritance incorruptible;" i. 23: ••being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible; " iii. 4. "which
is not corruptible,'; that is, inoorruptible.

These embraoe all the passges in the New Testament, as we
are aware of, where the noun and adjective are used in the
original ; and it will be seen from them that these terms are
always applied to God, Christ and the righteous; and never
used in reference to the eternal punishment or existence of the
wicked. The importance of having a clear conception of the
proper meaning of the Soriptural terms and phrases, in order
to understand the writings of the Bible, has cansed us to give
this criticism on the word, There are several Scriptural terms
and phrases, that we expect to notioe from time to time.

J. R. H.

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST.

When our Savior ascended to heaven and his disciples were
gazing up after him, two angels appeared by their side dis-
patched from the court of Heaven; and informed them that
that same Jesus, whom they had just seen ascend to
beaven upon the olouds, I!hould in like manner return to
earth; and we hear him sp~aking of it to his disciples just before
his death. But ah I how different will that second coming be
from his first advent! Arrayed in glory, invested with all
authority, armed with omnipotence, and making his appearance
as suddenly as the1igbtning flashes from the east to the west,
seated upon a steed of white, and his head covered with many
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crowns, will he come, borne upon the clouds of heaven, in the
van of its myriad hosts, and with a retinue of angels and arch-
angels, forming legions innumerable and armed with power
irnlsistible for the terrible conflict to follow I-as Enoch the
seventh from Adam prophesied, saying, " Behold, the Lord
cometh with ten lhousand of his saints, to execute judgment
upon all." Ah I it will be for judgment, and terribk will
that judgment be, for the wicked inhabitants of the earth,-as
we learn from the descriptions of it in the Sacred Scriptures !
what an awful time will it be for all thedi80bedient, unfaithful
and unprepared, who. will have the most terrible vengeance
inflicted upon them ; for we are told that he " shall be revealed
from heaven, in flaming fire taking Ve1f{/eanc8 on those who
know not God, and who obey not the gospel of our Lord .JeslJ8
Christ." And now notice wltat will be their awful destiny;
•• who shall be driven with an 6tJerlruting dutructicm from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his power; when
be shaU tome [lhe second time] to be glorifi«J in his saints,and
to be admired in all them that believe in that day :," the malt
awful that can be conceived, and the more terrible from the
punishment of the wicked being endless in its duration I

But far different will his coming be to the righteous. To
those who look for him, who have obeyed his gospel
by believing upon him, reforming from sin, confessing
him before men, and by being buried with lHm in baptism;
and who by patient continuance in weU-doing, are leeking
for glory, honor and immortality, " he will appear the ,ecema
time without a sin-offering unto salvation." All these who
bave thus obeyed the gospel: who are watching and looking
for him; who are engaged in "walking in all the command-
ments and ordinances of the Lord blamelessly ;" and·endeav-
oring to stand perfect and complete in the whole will of God;"
will have nothing to fear, but will be prepared to stand belon
him, will receive his approbation, and will enter
with him upon his reign, and into the mansions of bliss,
and happiness and glory I What an argument, what a
motive, what an inducement, for the wicked to forsake
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their evil ways,andturn to the Lord, and obey him.
that they may escape his fierce wrath and his terrible venge-
ance; and for the righteou8, to!leraevere in the path of duty,
and in holiness and righteousness, "~ooking for and hasting
to the day of God," with the assurance that it will come, and
that it is every day drawing nearer. Let us ever be ready to
exclaim: ~"Even so, come Lord Jesus. Amen."

J. R. H.

INFANT REGENERATION.
NO. II.

BRo. D. T. WRIGHT: Owing to the importance of" infant
regeneration" and to the number and respectability of those
who practice it, I must devote another essay to it. Anotherfa-
tal misfortune attending the passage so much and so often relied
on to prove thispopiah dogma, •• Suffer little .children to come
to me," is, that Christ-commanded these children to be brough t

to himself (in pers0na) in person, and not to the Sectarian cler-
gy whose different sects had no existetlCe before the Lutheran
ReformationinA. D.1517" They could not have been brought
even to the andeDt christian Church, which was not in exist-
ence at the time these words were spoken nor indeed till Pen-
tecost, Acts ii. They were not the·reforebrought to the chris-
tian Church, nor to the clergy to be regenerated, but to our Sav-
ioi' to receive his benediction and the imposition of his hands,
as Ephraim and Manasseh received the benediction of the pa-
tnaroh Jacob. The Jews had an impression that illustrious per-
sons could .convey blessings by the imposition of their hands.
-and for this purpose they were brought and for no other.
I hope the advocates of" infantregeneraLion" will listen to and
weigh these reasons, and not quote scripture by the gingle or
nund.

But ther8 is another text relied on to prove" infant regener-
ation/' which T must .not pass unnoticed lest it might be sup-
posed tbatitwa8 unanswerable by me. It is found in Acts ii.
!9: "For the promise Is to you and to your children." The
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paidobaptisls say this promise is the one made to Abraham and
means infant baptism. We say it means the promise of the
Holy Spirit. Christ commanded the apostles to "wait at Jeru-
salem for the promise of the Holy Spirit, which," says he,
"you have heard of me," .Tohn xv. 26·~ Acts 1. 4. "Wait"
says he, "for the promise of the Father," Joel it. 28,29. The
apostle Peter explains and applies this prophecy and promise of
the Holy Spirit. to the day o£.Pentecost. The 38th of Acts ii.
oontains a command anJa promise: "Be baptized for the re-
mission of sins, and you ahaH receive the gift oNhe Holy Spirit,
for the promise," .of this gift, "iato you and to your cbildren,
and to all that are 'afar off, even as many as the Lord our God
sluill call." From the beginning of this book to this verse, the
promise spoken of, is the flift of the Holy Spirit. This is incon..:
trovertible. You shall receive the Holy Spirit, for or becau8e
the promise of the H0ly Spirit is to you and to your children.

But there are more impodant ScriptureS' than these to prove
infant regeneration; thilYare foand in the writings ofthe apos~
tolic Fatbers of ,the first four centuries. Dr. Wall in his
History of Baptism, vol. I, page 70 to 76, says the standing
rule of these fathers was,-no baptism no salvation, but inevi-
iable damnation is the portion of all who die unbaptized by their
own fault, founded on thl'se words of our Savior, " unless
born oftbe water." It is an acknowledged rule that none can be
saved without baptism. The doctrine was infants are born in
original sin, baptism wasbesaway original infant sin, unless
tbis is washed away-our Saviol' saya, none cangC' to heaven,
John 3. 5. Here is the secret of infant regeneration, here is the
scripture for it,hereis,the history of it, and these scriptures
added to the affectiGrl..which mothers have for their children,
and the desire wbichtbeyhave for their safety.:gives us the
secret of " infant regeneration." ,

Suppose we admit that pouring or sptinklh'lg .regenerates
infants, what follows? why that allirifants not' baptized;
are unregenerated, and consequently '8n,',damned. Wh0!l8
infants are included in this fearflll sentell.oo:? The infants of
Jews dying in infancy unregenerated, the infants or Mahom-
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4lt/lonsor Turks, the infants of Pagans, of all the families llnd
tribes of Baptists, of aU;the people ()f the world. and, in short,
alliofants dying unbaptized are lost, ucept the infants of
paidobaptists I It is supposed that one third of the human
race d.i~before they attain to one year. Here is nearly one
third of the human,family 81Veptaway in infancy, besides all
who die in their sins.

Suppose we admit tbat infant baptism and some secret and
inexplicable operation of the Holy Spirit constitute infant re-
generation. It doos not relieve us of the difficulty. There
will be .as mallY or more lost on this latter hypothesis, as on
the former. There is DO divine testimony to support this un-
reasoll8ble and unscriptul'al dogma. It is as easy to save chil-
dren dying in infancy· without this imaginary regeneration as
to 8llve them without faltb, without repentance, without prayer,
without one act of obedience on their part. Tell me how you
'Wouldsan children without any of the above acts, and I will
tell you how tosaV8 them without infant regeneration.

Infant regeneration is as hard to find in the New Testament
as infant faith, infant baptism,or infant communion at the Lord's
tab'e. Dr. Jobn Gill the Baptist commentator, and the pre-
ceptor oftbe immortal aathor of Paradise Lost, wrote a treat-
ese, which I read in father's library when a boy,entitled, "In-
timt Baptism, the Ground and Pillar of Popery," and which
has been revised recently by Dr. Ins ;-But I prefer the orig-
inal work to the revision. If there had never been any infant
baptism, there never would have been any popes, any popery,
nor any paidobaptisls.

Dr. John Owen says," the father of lies could not well de-
vise a more effectual plan to leaa mankind bliDdfolded to perdi-
tion. It requires ali the candor and charity I can command
to suppose that men of talents, learning, piety, intelligence, and
information, do really. believe that infant baptism is regenera-
tion, or. new creation. I know that it is a proselyting sys-
tem, and after all tbat un he said for it. this selfish policy is
at the bottom of the whole fabric of infant baptism. Some of

,the old,Reformersconsidtred infant baptism tht key to perdi-
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tion. Others considered it as themark of the beast in t.he fore-
head, spoken of in the Revelation. I try to make due allow-
ance for men's early and deeep rooted religious prejudices,
which are the most invincible in our naturfJ,for the influenoe
which party and interest have over us, for the oircumstances
which surround men, for their attachments to parents, to preach-
ers, to relations, to creeds, and for the blindnesundbigotry of
party." .

If any man will offer as many and as good reasons for infant
regeneralion as I have against it, I promise to believe it. What
I have said in this essay has not been with any intelltion to
wound any person's feelings, but bring them to reflect, to
examine the scriptures prayerfully and carefully and daily as
did the noble Bereans, therefore they believed. If any person
should undertake to answer these essays, I hope he will do it
in as good a spirit as I have written them. Plainness of speech,
candor, and moderation, I admire. I admire a magnanimous
foe, as well as a magnanimous friend. Let no anonymouswri-
ter expect any answer from

JACOB CREATH •...,
THE GOSPEL IN PROMISE-IN PltOPHECY-IN

TYPE-IN COMMISSION-ANn IN FACT.

In speaking, writing or reading about the gospel, it must al-
ways be kept in the mind, that the meaning of the word, in the
original, (the Greek oftbe New Testament,)is "good news"
or" glad tidings." Though sometimes, like the term faith, by
a figure of speech called mBtongme in which apart is put for
the whole or the whole for a part, it is made to mean the whole
Christian System, it generally means good news or glad tidings~

We frequently hear it said, that the first gospel sermon ev-
er preached on earth, was preached by the apostle Peter-ion
the day of Pentecost. Now as the term If gospel" means" good
news" or ••glad tidings," if the gospel of the death, burial and.
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, be meaut,it is correct.
But we have the gospel ae it was preached in promi86. propkf-
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cy, type, commission and in fact. 1. Paul s~ys: "the script-
ure,foreseeing [foreshowing] that God would justify the hea-
then through faith, preached. before the gospel unto Abraham,
saying, In thee shallaJl the nations be blessed." This good
news was, that through Abraham's seed, 'c which is Christ,"
all the nations of the earth should be blessed. This was
the gospel in promise.

2. The death of Christ for the sins of the world, and hi"
resurrection for our justification, were predicted by the
Jewish prophets. This was the go!'pel in proplteey.

3. Under theJ ewish dispensation, we have it adumbrated in
t~e types andshadowB of that. This was the gospel in type.
4 In the commission as recorded in Mark, we have the gospel

in the expression, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved. This is the gospel in commiss/:on.

O. When t~e apostle Peter, on the day of pentecost, and
Paul to the Corinthians, (1 Cor. xv. ;3, ) preached the gospel
of the death, bu rial and resurrection of Christ. This was the
gospel IN FAcr.

Thus we have the gospel in promise-in " prophecy"-
in "type "-in" commision"-and in" fact".

J. R. H.

SOME INTERESTING FACTS IN REFERENCE TO
THE MILLENNIUM.

That there will be such a period in the history of the
world as the MILLEl'INIUM-a grand Sabbatical era
of a tltOusandyears,-probably the seventh thousand from the
creation, corresponding to the seventh day of the week or sab-
bath-is very plainly taught in the book of Revelation. But
the precise character of that period, is, we expect, but little
understood by the great majority of the Bible readers; and
there are some interesting facts about it which probably but
very few readers have noticed.

That the world will be entirely free (rom all sin, is plain
from tbe binding of ~tan which implies it; and also, that all
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human'!J()'I>6rnment will be done away; and 00 government but
that 6fChrist will prevail, ""re as plainly taught as any thing
else, in reference to that period.-The facts to which we allude
are t1lese; that the ,earth will be restored hack·to its primitive
conditwn before the fall of man,as to i.ts sarmce at least; and
such will be the changes in reference t() health, by the remo-
val of all <Jausesof disease, and the prevalemce of influences
favorable to longevity, that there will be tU) lieath during the
period of the Millenni«m. Now we are told by Paul, (Rom.
v.12,) that, "by one mao sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon aU men, for that all
have sim.ced." If thenein is the cause of death, sin being re-
moved, consequently Math must cease,' and we hs'Veno intima-
tions any where that d'Ssth will prevail during that periog, and
every reason to believe that it will not. And as the longevity
of the antediluvians was 8@ doubt one great eallBeQf the uni-
versal corruption and depravity of man that prevailed before
the deluge, and the distance at which it placed de~th from
them in the way of their reformation; so no doubt the eKemp-
tion from death during the Mil11emnialera, will, in the same
way, be a great calise of the apostasy whieh will take place on
the loosing ()fSatan, aft<erthe eJ:piratioR of the thousand years,
when the inhabitants of the earth 8ha11be in number "as the
sand of tlce 81J4," having been multiplying during tbis time
without death to take allY of them oW,whereas ordinarily the
population of the earth is kept by deatlt at about the same gen-
eral number, Qne year with anGther, and .has probably been,
for thousands of years.

We have i1ttimations In Isaiah, (chap. xxx. ) that the earth
will be restored to its primeval condi~ion; as it underwent a great
change at the fall of mall, and then at the deluge again, atten-
ded with a corresponding abbreviation of human life; and that
the light oftlle sun shaH be increased seven-fold.and that of the
In()on will beoome equal t@that of the SUD now ; which, as the
mOOD shinef.'lby reflectioD@f the sun's rays, would be the
result of such an increase of the sun's light.; and also an allu-
sion by him. in the sameconnecLioD,to the destruction of the
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universal f/Ja"'. to take place just before the beginning of the
Millennium. He says: '" Then shall he give the rain of thy
seed, that thou shalt sow the ground withal; and bread of the
increase of the earth, and it shall befatandplenteou$; in that
day shaH thy cattle reed in large pastures. The oxen likwise
and the young aSBeSthat ear the ground sball eat clean prov-
ender, which hath been winnowed witb the shovel and with
the ·fan. And there shall be upon every high mountain. and
upon every high bill, riV81'S and 8treamsof wat81', in the day
of the GREAT SLAUGHTFR, when the towers fall, [the rall of
human power and authority.] Moreover the light of the moon
shall be as the light of the SUD,and the light of the sun shall be
SEVFNFOLD, as the light of seven days, in the day that the Lord
bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth the stroke of
their wound." The prediotion continues, in which we have the
anger and vengeance of the Lord upon the nations, at the sec-
0nd coming of Christ before the Millennium. We will quote a
rew more passages,in which webave the happiness of his people,
and intimations of his vengeance on the wicked: •• Ye shall have
a 8ong, as in the night when a holy solemnity is kept; and
gladnesB of heart,as when one goelh with a pipe to come ioto1the
mountain of the Lord, to tfte mighty One of Israel. And the
Lord shall cause his gloriou8 voice to be heard,and shall shew the
lightning down of his arm with the indignation of his anger, and
with the flame of a devouring fire, with ICBttering, and temp-
e8t and hailstones."

Thesl'l, with many other places in the Bible, point forward
to that great period, on the eve of which we may now be !

J. R. H'
I~'

••IT OCCURS BUT ONCE IN THE BIBLE."

Such is the language sometimes used to us, when we quote
the reply of Peter, on the day of Pentecost, to the penitent
Jews, who enquired what th@yshould do, in proof of baptism
in order to the remission of sins. True, the precise langua~e he
used on that ocoasion, "occura but once in the Bible;" but
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then what he there expressed is well confirmed and illutrated
elsewhere in the New Testament; al! the language of Annanias
to the believing and penitent Paul: •• Arise, and be baptized,
and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord; " by
Paul himself in Romans, (vi chap.) when after telling them.
that they had di,d to sin, been buried with Christ by baptism,
and risen to walk in newness of life, he tells them, (verses 17,
18, ) that, having obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine
delivered them, they were free from; sin; and in Colossians,
( chap. i1.) after telling them they had been buried with Christ
in baptism, wherein they had risen with him through the faith
of the operation of God who had raised him from the dead, he
adds, " and you, who were dead in your sins and the uncircum-
cision of your flesh, hath he quickened [made alive] together
with him,having forgiven you all tre8passes ;" and by Peter him-
selfagain at the house of Cornelius,when after saying, ••To him
[Christ] give aU the prophets witness, that througk his nant6
whosoever believeth on him ,hall receive remi8sion of sins,"
he "commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus."

It is true that "it occurs but once," but so does the formula of
baptism," baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit;" which every administrator of
baptism uses at every baptism, or every thing having the Dame
~f baptism, that he preforms, though "it occurs but once ;,"
while, at the same time he can act so inconsistently as to bring
up this objection against the design of baptism 1

It is true that "it occurs but once," but so does the
prophecy in the Old Testament, that our Savior should rise
on the third day after his death" referred to by Paul, in 1 Cor.
xv. 4; and yet nobody hesitates to believe that as one of the
items of the gospel; while these demurrers really refuse to
believe what Peter said, because "it occurs bntonce I"

"It occurs but once,'~ and so do many' other facts and
truths of the Bible, which we might name, •whioh are be-
liElllredwithout any hesitancy. Ifa great la1O,the law of par"
don, was announced but once and that in clear,ed ,unequivocal
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terms, it was sufficient, in the wisdom of God, and shonId 00
acquiesced in by every body professing to receive the Bible
88 a revelation from God; and is reeeived by all the under-
standing and honest hearted. Such objections savol.' t00 much
of infidelity, and a disposition to quibble and equiv'Oeate about
the word of God! They were never thought of in the days
of the apostles; Rnd would have met with a se~ere rebuke from
them! Nor would they be thought of now, if, it were not
that the traditions of men have "made void the command-
ment of God;" and that men hava sectarian, systems-of relig-
ion to sustain, of which the baptism in order to remission of
sins, procllllimed by Peter, on Pentecost, forms no part; and
which it is calculated to nullify and subvert.. Hence the op-
position to it, and the quibbling about it, and attempts to evade
and get around it! But though "it occurs but oDce," there
it staoog on the sacred pages, and there it w·m continue to
stand, to the confounding of sectarians, and o'ferthrowof their
systems; like the rock, that whoey.er fen upon it was broken
to pieces,and on whom it fell it erushed; him, to atoms!

'Ve have heard ot various expressions in reference to that
reply of Peter; as, " if the second chapter of Acts was only
out of the Bible I"-what a good thing would it be for secta-
rianism, the anxious-seat, the mourning bench, etc. and, "if
~hat passage was not there, what would we [poor C-ites] do
for something'to sustain oUt1-doctrine," etc. But, aside from-
the irreverency, infidelity, and -absolute wickedness of such
expressions, though "it occurs but once," that is enough._
Oonfirmedby other scrip-tures,lIs we have shown, it fully sus-
tains our views of remission. of sins to the alien; and will
continue to do so, until they prevail universally, and sectari-
anism dies forever! J. R. H .

••••
WHAT TIlE OOWER.OFSECTARIAB TEAOHERS OONSISTSIN.-But

let the sectarian teachers b~ stripped of these things, [of their
traditions-,-special calls to the ministry, etc.] compel them to
come to tbe Scriptures, without reference to any previously
adopted. &ysfem...,.to.use plain language-Scripturallang.uag.e _
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to employ Scriptural words in a Scriptural way-to abandon
texts and take contexts-to quote [Scrjpture] correctly-and
give up their pretended right to explamthe Scriptures, and let
the Scriptures explain them'8'elves, and then there is 'nothing to
fear-they are then like I) spider without" we!>,their venom
'IlOO their claws are ufleless.-Jolm Reis.

For the Christian Plon~er.

~m.a~wrA~ ~1W'a\~a
TO MY SOUL.

BY MRS. E. I.A.

(W ntten elll the fly leaf of a volume of Cumming's" Great Yreparation.")
For the Sav;llr's eommg,
My sluggish soul, prepare)
.Byevery duty unfulfilled-
By watchfulness and prayer.

Thou canst not tell the hour:":"
Thou knowest not the day- .
When he shall come revealin~
A light along hiitway-

A light to those that love him~
A joy unfelt befol'e--
A han'est of rich sheaves of blisit,
That he hath kept in. store!

I long for his afp-earing,
When I no more shall sin-
I long 10 see the gates of gold, .
That I may enter in !

liang to hear the music
Of his approving voice-
To have my tears all wiped away,
And in his love rejoice I.-.

PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL.

BRO. WRrGHT: Eld.D. W. Elledg-eofSt.John, Mo., writes
me that he preached two discourses'in central City, Putnam
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Co., Mo., on the tst LQrd'!l day .in last month, and had two
additions from the Baptists ; and that one made the good con-
fession in Iowa,ata meeting ~ldby,himin June.

! MARTIN PETERSON.
Aug., 1862.

D.AR Blto. WRIGIJT: I have been attending a very interest-
ing meetingcommencmg\on Saturday last, at Port Williams in
La1\'renceCo., lnd., and ~onducted bv Eld. JOSEPH WILSON,
of Davieas Co., and the result was, up to last. night, nineteen
were added by confessiouand immersion, and three by com-
mendation. To God be the praise. The meeting is still in
progress.

Z. S. HASTIN GS.
W.ASBnlGTON,Ind •• Aug. 7, 1862.

DEARBRO. WRlGlIT: Sinoemy la~t report in any of the
papers, there have been five·added to the congregatIon in this
place. Yours in the Lord,

A. H. SIMS.
LrrCBF1JLD. Ill" Aug. 20,1862.

I_I

ERRATTA. In the'last no. the following errors occur, which
needcorrection: Onthe.firstpage of the last no. being page
113,of the vol., seven lines from the bottom, after the words,
••whElDsaid and written." the wQrds "as it should be," arc
left out, which renders the sense incomplete.

On page 116, at line 18 from the bottom, theexpressioll,
•• and he that searcheth the spirit." shpuldread ••• And he
that 8earche'.h thechearts knoweth the mind oj the spirit."

On page 120, at lines 18 and, 20 from the bottom, after the
word" command men til, " and bef.lre the word, "or," omll-
ting the comma(,) read, •• after becoming a diFiciple. Unless
the christian is constantly en!lo!led'inobeying or keeping his com-
mandments," .

The lastfew number~of the Pioneer contain so mallY typo-
graphIcal enors, that we have not the face to even attempt to
make an. apology-refo~atiori in this respect, will be more
acceptable and satisfactory to our readers than a 'Volume of
apologies and explauations. D. T. W.
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LAYING UP TREASURE IN REA VEN.

" Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust
doth corrupt, and where theives break through and steal: but lay up for
yourselves treasureres in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
and where thei ves do n'lt break through and steal: for where your treas-
me is, there will yot'r heart be also."-Matt. vi. 19-21.

We have here a most important admonition from OUl' Savior to
his Apostles, in teference to the acquisition of wealth and ac-
cumulation of property by Christians, in this world. We say,
Ol.,istians now, because we are in~rmed,in the New 'festament,
that, as theBe t!lings were addressed to the disciples of Christ,
they are written" for our admonition," or benefit. The Jews
-including even the Apostles of Christ-interpreting tllf\
prophecies literally, in reference to the Christian Dispensanon
-had conceived the idea of a splendid, secular empire, in
which riches and wealth would have their influence, and earth-
ly power and rank take precedence over every thing else!
But the Lord Jesus Christ came in'to the world, not to com-
mand armies, not to establish a political empire, not to wield
the sceptre of universal monarchy and dominion; but to es-
tablish a Spiritual kingdom-an empire founded upon T~UTH,

justice and 1'ighteousness-and by reigning over the minds and
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ltea1·t,~of men, to subdue their unholy passions, sensual desirea
and fleshly propensitie!!; and thus to bring the outward world
in subjection to himself. Hence, in his teaching, he began to
undeceive the minds of his Apostles, in reference to the nature
and characte.r of the kingdom he came to establish on earth;
as we find, after Peter had made the confession, on the coasts
oi Cesarea Philipi, that He was "the CHRIST, the SON of the
living God," He "be,gan." from that time forth, "to show
unto his disciples, bow tbat he must go unto Jerusalem, and
suffer many things of tbe elders and 0hief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and be raised again the third day." But so
much was this against all their preconceived notions about his
kingdom, that entirely overlooking his prediction of his res-
urrection, " Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying
Be it far from tJlee Lord: this sJwll not be unto tIICe." Jesus
had just promised him" the keys of the kingdom of heaven,"
and expeeting no doubt to occupy a conspicuous position in that
kingdom-a highly exalted and honorable place in it-perhaps
that of Premier, 01' :Minister of State-he could not bear the
idea of the death of his Divine Master, though he was to rise
again!" Our Savior replied to him: "Get thee behind
me, adversary: thou art an offence unto me: for thou sa-
vorest not the things th~t be of God, but lhose that be of
men;" in substance: "Get out of my way, opponent, for
you stand in it : you are thinking of an earthly kingdom; and
[lot of a heavenly, Spirituafl"reign, such as I have come to
establish on earth."

Hi;:;kingdom was emphatically "the kingdom of hp,aven ,"
and not of earth-" the kingdom of God," and not of men;
and. in harmony with all this, we hear him saying still furth-
er to his disciples, on that occasion: "If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross [daily,] and
follow me ;" or, in other words: "If any man will be my
disciple, let him renounoe himself; submit daily to what-
ever may be a cross to him for my sake; find be my follower
.. through evil report as well as good report."-Hence he ad-
monishes and charges his disciples. not to spend their lives in
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accumulating earthly treasures, that must perish; but to
spend their lives in laying up the imperishable and enduring
treasures of heaven. We awfully fear, that too many of our
brethren are eIlgaged in laying up tl'easures upon earth! We
see them constantly engaged in fhe accumulation of property
and money-adding tens and hundreds of acres to their al-
ready large tracts of land, embracing perhaps thousands of
acres I-with tens and hundreds in cultivation, and adding
tenR and hundreds more to these I-with their whole souls
absorbed in attending to their business, and in accumulating
still more!

Now I am fearful that these" rich" brethren are not aware
of the temptations and dangers by which they are surrounded,
and the tremendous, the awful, reRp,)llsibilities they are incur-
ring, by the accumulation of wealth i-or they would not be
so eager in its pursuit, and permit their minds to be so com-
pletely absorbed in its accumulation, to the too great excln-
sion of the things of heaven! If they are not careful, they
will have too lar[le a load on them, f,ver to get into heilven!
Jesus says: "Sl1'ait (not" straight" but difficult oj ente>-
ance] is the gate, and narrow is the way which lead~th unto.
life, and feU' there be that find it;" and on one oecassion,
when a wealthy young man refused to follow him, because
he told him, that 1:emust sell what he had, and giv~ to the
poor, if he would follow him, not withstanding he promised
Lim treasure in heaven for doing so; we hear Lim saying'
to his disciples: " Verily I say un to you, That a rich man
sha11hardly enter into the kingdom of heave~. And again I
say llnto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle, than for a rich man toenter into the kingdom of
God "-tbltt is, one who loves his riches' better than be does
God. trusts in them, and does not make the use of them re-
quired by the Lord. "

Two of our preachers, many years ago. an old brother and
his nephew~J. C. senr. and J. C. junr.-were riding alon~
together one day, in Kentucky, when they passed the largll
arm and splendid dwelling ofa very wealthy man. "Uncle,"
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said the nephew, in a jocular maner, "how would you like
to be the owner of this farm?" "Ah! cousin," replied the
uncle, I am afraid if I did, I would have too large a bulk of it
ever to get into heaven "Vith it. I am afraid that I could never
get through the strait and narrow gate with suoh a load on my
back I ..There was a great deal of foroe and truth in the reply
There are many, we fear, who will have too great a load of
wealth on them, when they die, ever to get into he'.lven !

Every Christian isa stewald of God-or should be-and" it
is required of stewards that they be faithful" to him. W a
eall our property ours, but it really is not~it does not belong
to us. Every thing we have, and every thing we get, belongs
really to God; and we are only his stewards. to manage and
dispense it for him; and he will requi ra a strict account of us
for that manllgement and dispensing of it, when we come be-
for his judgment bar. For illustration: We employ a man
to do business for us. Vlfe furnish him with capital, and he
knows the use we require to be made o£it. At the end of the
year, or time, we require him to give us an account of all his
transactions, and how he bas used that capital; and also all
the other means of ours, that, in tbe oourse ofbusinesfo, comes
into bis hands. We make bim render an account to us of ev-
ery cent. Now God is going to act in a similar manner with
these rich men-with all of us-and make them and us give
Him just as strict an account of the use of the means of his
we all bave in our hands!

We wish tbese " rich" brethren-these brethren, who own
much property, whether called" wealthy" or otherwise-to
hear the charge Paul sent to Timothy, to give them: " Charge
them that are rich in this world, that they be not high minded,
nor trust in uncerhin ricbes, but in the living God, who giv-
fltn us richly all tbings to enjoy; that they do goc>d,that tbey
be rich in good works, ready to dsitribute, willing to com-
municate ; laying up in store for themselves a good foundation
for the time to come, tbat they may lay hold on eternal life."
Here they may learn what God requires of them, as his Slew-
ards. 'fhey are not to permit themselves to become "high-
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minded," or proud, on account of their wealth-" puffed up
with fleshly minds," because of it, and regard themselves as
above their poor brethren--not tD trust in it, but to put their
trust in God, who gives ino them, and to whom it belongs, as
the rightful and real owner--to do good with it, and use it so
that they may be rich in good works; ready at all times to
distribute to the necessities of their poor, needy and suffering
brethren; and willing too at all times to communicate of what
they have to them, and to the purpose required in the word
of God-that, in this way, and by making this use of their
riches, as stewards of God, they may lay up for themselves a
good foundation for the future, and thus lay hold on eternal
life.

We do not condemn the accumulation of riches, or tbe ac-
quisition of wealth, as we do not find it condemned in the word
of God; and from the charge given by Paul, through Timothy,
to the" rich in this world," we infer that the acquisition of
wealth was tolerated among Christians; but only in view of
their using it as the stewards of God, as indicated by the apos-
tle in this charge. Let the rich remember this; and that they
will have to render an account to God for the manner in which
they make use of their riches, or for miserly hoarding them
up and ke"Jping them! We have spoken of the dangers and
temptations to which the rich are exposed. Paul, after saying
that, "Godliness with contentment is great gain," and, "For
we brought nothing into this world, and it is certam we can
carry nothing out "-which those who are struggling so hard
for wealth would do well to always bear in mind, and again,
" And having food and raiment therewith be content;" then
says: "But they that will be rich fall into temptation, and a
snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown
men in destruction and perdition:" and then ~hepassage so of·
ten quoted: "For the love of money [not money itself but the
love of itJ is the root of all evil: which whIle some coveted af-
ter, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows."

Let our brethren who are called "rich," and striving to
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keep what they have, and add more to it, remember all this;
and the case of one of the seven churches in Revelation: "Be-
cause thou gayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing: and knowest not that thou art wretched
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and nakei! " Six feet of
earth is all that will be allotted to us in this world, after death!
-though we may claim thousands of acres while we are living;
and the poor beggar, who, while living, had not where to lay
his head, will have just as much, and be as well off in that re-
spect ! Let us then labor for that" inheritance which is incor-
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away: reserved io
heaven for all those who are kept by the power of God, through
faith, unto salvation, ready to be revealed at the last time."

LITCIlFIELD,Ill. May 220d 1862. J. R. H ..-.
For the ChristianPioneer,

INFANT RFGENERATION.
NO. III.

BRO. D. T. WR!GHT.-Dear Sir: The importance of this
subject must be my apology for the number of my essays on
it. I hope Brother Franklin will transfer them to his columns.

The papists, the originators of infant regeneration, place it on
Apostolic Tradition, and not on the scriptures, and many of the
protestants do the same, because any person who has reae!.the
New Testament through one time carefully knows tbat there is
not one instance on record of our Savoir's regenerating an m-
fant, 1.01' of the apostles.

Let us notice the popish pageantry used in regenerating an
infant and then let any person say, if he ever saw such a trick
played off on reftsonable beings. Before the trick is played
off, the water h consecreated with great pomp. FIr"t the priest
makes an exorcism; breathing three times into the water in
the figure of a cr,)ss, and saying, "I adjure thee, 0 creature of
water." The next step in this religious Jugglery is, tbe sponsol's
and godfathers and godmothers, in the name o~ the child, re-
nounce the devil and all his works.. The following question is also
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added, " Dost thou believe in God, the Father, Almighty Cre-
ator of heaven and earth!" To the which the sponsors reply,
•• I do believe." ThE.third step in this Jugglery is, the priest
breaths in the face of the infant, three times, saying, " Go out,
thou unclean Spirit, and give place to the Holy Ghost, the
Comforter." 'fhe fourth step in this Jugglery is to put salt in
the infant's mouth. The fifth stP,pin this ledgerdemain is to
touch the nostrils and ears of the infant with spittle by the
prIest. Formerlly spittle was put upon the eylls and tongue of
the infant; but that part of the ceremony seems now to be laid
aside. And yet no further back than the birth of king .Tames
the 1st. (who is the Reviser of the Common Version of the Bi-
ble,) it appears to have been in use; since, at his baptism, his
mother sent word to Hamilton Archbishop of St. Andrews,
who was to officiate on the occasion, to forbear the use of spit-
tle, saying, she would not have a pocky priest to spit in her
child's mouth. See an abstract of the History of popery,part
1st. page 114. 'fhe prelate, it was well known, had led so li-
centious a life, as to have become diseased through his debauch-
eries. In Queen Mary's reign, the practice seems to have been
common: for when the martyr, Robert smith, was asked by
Bonner in what particulars papists dissented from ~the word of
God in the administration of baptism, he answered: ••First,
in hallowing your water; in conjuring the same; in baptizing
children with anointing and spitting in their mouths, mingled
with salt; and with many other lewd ceremonies, not one point
of which is able to be proved by God's order." All of which
he calls" a mingle-mongle, and a shameful blasphemy against
Christ." To aUof which e\-ery sensible man must say Amen.

Chrism is another ceremony used both before and after
baptism. The parts anointed are the breast, shoulders and
head. The seventh ceremony in this Jugglery is signing the
infant with thesign of the cross.

Should the reader require proof of the use of these various
observances, he may consult an able treaties on the ancient
rites and ceremonies of baptism,by Joseph Vicecomes, * a learn-
ed papist, as he is denominated by Dr. Wall, where he will
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find them largely treated, and the authorities for them fully ci-
ted. These ceremonies are also fully rehearsed and condemn-
ed by the ancient Waldenses in a tract on Antichrist supposed
to have been written early in the twelfth century. Several of
thess tricks are still used by many who call themselves prot-
estants. All this JUfffflery is derived from tradition, and not
from scripture. If thege infants were regenerated, ti was done
by these wicked priests and the sponsors, and not by tbe Holy
Ghost.

Our mission among other things is to show,-that the pe-
culiarities of Popery and Protestantism are based upon human
traditions. Secondly that the religion taught and practiced by
Jesus Christ and his apostles, is based on the New Testament.
Thirdly, we must clearly point out the distinction between these
religions. Fourthly, we must unite the intelligent and pious on
God's word. And fifthly, we must destroy Antichrist, or Secta-
rianism. The same mother heresy, infant regeneration, which
gave birth to Popery, gave birth to Episcopacy, State estab-
lishments and all the concomitants of Popery,-they were
all engendered in the same dark womb of ignorance and super-
stition. A" dead flias cause the ointment of the apothecary to
send forth a nauseous smell: so does infant regeneration work
ruin in all the sects that have adopted it. The land around-
ed which the martyrfires of Smithfield swore eternal hatred
to Popery,is now full of Popish digni taries, Popish priests, and
Popish proselytes. The cause for which reformers toiled, and
confessors bled, is all Papal, except in name.

There are indeed pious and evangelical men in the English
establishment, and the echoes of, the Reformation have not
wholly died away in her Sanctuaries. But the spirit that ani-
mates her, the impulses which guide her, the ceremonies which
she best loves, bear throug-hout the unmistakeable features of
Romanism. Gospel Trnth, Vital Faith, and Scriptural Piety
are forsaking her altars; because she is dressed and is wearing
the abhored livery of Antichrist; and they are saying let us
depart hence; this is not our rest; it is poluted. There
is no opposition to the principles of Romanism involved in
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the struggle now going on in England between Episcopacy
and Romanism. It is simply a contest between two kindred
Hierarchies, the one seeking to absorb the other. It is the
Mother striving to dethrone her eldest daughter. 'fhe sole
question at issue is, whetber Pius IX, or Victoria I,
sball be Pope of England. The Pontiff of the seven-hilled
city, longs to rest tbe Crosier from the Pontiff of Buching-
ham Palace; and the latter like a true woman, has no inten-
tionof resigning her power. Here lies the whole pith of the
controversy between England and Rome. The bishops oftbe
English Church, while they are straining every nerve to pre-
serve her from the clutches of Rome, have no wish to purify
her from the tenents of Rome; but rather desire to carry bel'
back to ancient Romanism.

Infant regeneration is workin~ the ruin of Luther,s Church.
It is questionable whether Luther did more good by what
he took away from Rome, or more evil by what he allowed to
remain. Luther's church, the eldest daughter of the Refor-
mation, is to a great extent a nation of baptized infidels. It if!
a huge corps of Neologists, Pantheists, Rationalists, and Deists
stit!, cold, and livid.

I may in some future number show, that infant regeneration
has underminded Calvin's church, and the New England Puri-
tan church, and that her" three thousand pulpit politicians,"
nicknamed ministers of the Gospel, have deluged our once
l1appy country in civil war. Infant sprinkling is the Pandora's
Box. Yours truly,

J. CREATH.

For the Christian Pioneer.

INF ANT REGENERATION, JUSTIFICATION AND
COMMUNION. NO. IV.

BRO. D. T. WRIGHT-Dear Sir: I have yet severa} ob-
jection'! to offer against infant regeneration. One is, when
any child is brought by its sponsors to the parish minister
to be baptized, the minister is compelledby the State to pray
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thus: "Almighty God * * * we call upon
thee for tbis infant, that he coming to thy boly baptism, may
receive remisf;ion of sins by spiritual regeneration." Thus
tbe Episcopal Prayer Book, and alltbe creeds in christendom,
catholic and protestant,connect regenerlttion ~nd pardon of sins
togetber. They st~nd 01' fall togethw. He that is regenera-
ted is pardoned, and he that is pardoned is regenera~ed. He
cannot be in one of tbese moral states or conditions and not
in the other. And more than this, the N<JIVTestament teaeh-
es the same doe trine. "Be baptized for remission of sins. He
that believes and is baptized shall be pardoned,-wbosoevel'
sins you pardon they shall be pardoned. Arise and be bap-
tized and wash away your sins."

Now here is the difficulty, which I hope the advocates of in-
fant regeneration will attend to, and remove, or else cease the
practice of the dogma: 'fhese creeds one and all teach, that
infants have only one sin, called original sin, in the singular
number, how then can infants receive remissIon of sins in
baptism,in the plura,! number, when he has one sin only to be
pardoned ?-How can he receive tbat whieh he has not par-
don of sins? How can he be forgiven a debt which he does
Dotowe? An infant bas only one sin, baptism is for sins in
the plural. I bope our brethren will press this difficlllty up-
on its defenders.

Well again. These justified and pardoned infants, when
they grow up to maturity, do not give any greater or better
proof of their regeneration or pardon, than those who were not
thus regenerated and pardoned in infancy. Consequently it
was all a mistake. If they had been made new creatures and
pardoned, we should see the fruit of these thinge in their lives.
Tbe tree would be known by the fruit. The whole thing is
tberefore, a cheat, a fellony ,a religious. Jugglery. They canno:
reeeive pardon of sins for they have no sins. They cannot be
regenerated for they are incapable of it. They have no agency
in eithEr pardon or regeneration. If it is a good thing to be
pardoned, they canrlOt be praised for it, and if it is an evil
thing they cannot be blamed for it. The praise or blame of
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the~3 things is all due to their parents.
Suppofle I put a pen in the hand of an orphan child and hold

his hand and make him sign me a quit deed, giving~me all his
property, could he be blamed fen' that! What would people
Sty of me for forcing a child to do such a thing? I would be
soorned and hated by all good men for such a villianous deed.
I once proposed the above difficulty to an Episcopal Bishop.
And how do you suppose he got out of it? Oh, be
said, baptism was for future sins. Ah, said 1, Bishop, you
have cut the knot, but yOll did not untie it. Pardon sins
before they are committed! Cancel debts before they are
contracted! These things are impossible. 'fhis is the Cath-
olic doctrine of indulgences, pay for the sins beforehand and
commit them after you have paid for them. If any other per-
son can do better with this difficulty than the Bishop did, let
him try his hand at it. I wish some infant regenerator to
solve the dIfficulty, ftntie the knot,

Again, if in fan ts are regenerated and pardoned in baptism as
say all the creed~, then infant communion at the Lord's Table
will follow as a thing of eomse. All the reasons and scriptures
whi0h are offered for infant regeneration, can be and are offer-
ed for infant communion. If infants are entitled to baptism,
they are equally entitled to tbe Lord's supper. If they under-
stand the nature and obligations of baptism, they do the Sup-
per likcwise. If you force baptism on your children, force
the supper on them also. They need the Lord's Supper as
much as they do baptism. All regenerated and pardoned per-
sons are entitled to the Lord's Supper,-they ought to attend
to it. In Acts the seeond, when the apostolic. holy, motller
and pattern christian church, heal'd the gospel, believed it,
and were baptized for pardon of sins-These persons contirlued
afterwards steadfastly in the apostles' teaching, and in breaking
of the loaf, and so did all the apostolic eongregations-:-as tbe
mother congregation practiced, so did all the congregations.
The Roman Catholics do the same from whom the protestant
sects received infant regeneration. Go you and do likewise,
all you protestant sects, give tbe Lord's Supper to your re-
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generated infants, bring them to the Lord's Table with you,
and put the bread and wine in their mouths, and be consiE'tent.
And then enjoinllpon them the practice of all the christian
duties, virtues and gr'lcesas the apostles did on their converts
in the epistles. For if pardoned and regenerated as you teach,
then they can do all the things enjoined on christians in the
apostolic EpistleR. To baptize them first, and then pardon
them afterwards,is putting the cart first, and the horse behind.
If one of your pardoned and regenerated infants should ever
be pardoned in adult years, then he would be regenerated
twice, which some of you believe to be impossible. Once in
grace, always in grace; once pardoned forever pardoned.-So
says orthodoxy. Yours Truly,

JACOB CREATH.

For the ChristianPioneer.
A FEW THOUGHTS.

Godforbid that I shouldglory,savein the cross of 0\11' Lord Jesus
Christ,by whomtheworldis crucifiedunto me, and Iunto theworld--
Gal. vi14.

I listened to a discourse upon the above text of Scripture a
few weeks ago, and although it was an eloquent and soul stir-
ring sermon, and one that will no doubt long be remembered,
at least, by some of the audience, I think that the text was
misapplied; at least, I differ with the brother as to what Paul
meant when he said he gloried in lhe "cross." I do not think
we are to understand that he gloried in the Roman cross, upon
wbich the Lord of glory hung, nor in the shameful death, the
dying groans, and expiring agonies of the Son of God; and yet
such was the argument of the brothel'. I cannot so understand
the apostle. I think nothing could have been farther from the
mind of tbe inspired writer, when he penned those sacred lines:
" God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crUCIfied unto me,
and I unto the world."

Now we have the term cross, used some seventeen times in



A FEW THOUGHTS. 221

the New Testament. See Phil. iii. 18: "For many walk, of
whom I have told you often, and DOWtell you eveD weeping,
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ." 1 Cor. i. 17,
1 S : "For Christ sent me DOt to baptize, but to preach the
gospel: Dot with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ
should be made of DODeeffect; for the preaching of the cross
is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved
it is the power of God." 'rhe same apostle says in another
place, that the gospel is the power of God unto salvation to ev-
ery one that believes it. Hence the preaching of the cross and
the preaching of (he gospel are sypouymous terms.

Paul might glory in the triumphant resurrection of the Sa-
viol', and in bis coronation as King of kings, and Lord of lords,
but never in bis death and suffer1llgs,--never in the Roman
cross upon which the Lord was crucified. Well if he glori-
fied Dot in such scenes as these, in what did he glory? for he
gloried in something.

Now it is clear to my mind, that when Paul said he gloried
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, he meant that be gloried
in the gospel, he gloried in publishing the glad tidings of sal-
vation to a lost and ruined world, he gloried in the aflictions
the persecusions, the trials, the strips, and the imprisonments
which the preaching of the gos,pel entailed upon him, and
rejoIced that he was counted worthy to receive such things for
the Dame of Jesus of Nazareth.

Paul was a Doblehearted fellow. How many are there of us
at the present day, that would hold out faithful to the end, were
we called upon to endure such things as are recorded in 2 Cor.
xi. 24--30. Paul says: " Of the Jews five times received I
forty stripes save one; thrice was I beaten with rods, once was
I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have
been in the deep; in journeyings often, in perils of water, in
in perils of robbers,in peri)s hy mine own countrymen,in perils
by the heathen, in perils in the oiLy, in perils in the wilder-
ness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren ; in
weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and
thirst, in fa&tings often, in cold and in nakedness. Besides


