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126 , ORIGIN::OF THE ~mURCH OF OHRIST;f

THE ORIGIN OF THE FIRST BODY OR CHURCH
' OF CHRIST.

Some say lhat the Church of Christ begal! with Abrahflm’;
and others, that it began.with John the bap.tizel-,at the river
of Jordan.  ThePedooaptisls  are the advocates of the first
theory; and the BaptiR~'sof the second. But both are. in
error on tbe subject; and ,i wide the mark." For if it' be:
g'In at eitber of the above times and places, or with either, of
the above persons--and it could not have begun at or with both
-why wasit, during the minist~y of John, and that of Jesu~,
always represented,as Being in the future ? The Kingdom and
Church of Christ, are admitted by all to be the same; and
the proclamlition of Joh~, Jesul:1,and the Apostles, was, " Re-
pent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,; not COME, andr
I'aid 1Jhrist to Peter, "On this rock I will build my ehurch"-'
not have built, but will build it. Indeed, the corner-stone
must be placed in position, and the foundation must be laid,
betOre the building of the Church could-be reared; anrl tliis
cO/lld .not be done untll the death, burial and resurrection of
Christ, and the proclamation of these to the world. for their
faith and obedience. ~. .o

THE TWELVE ApOSTLES, THE FIRS! Bo~Y OR CHURCH OF CHRIST.

The Church, then, must have begun on the day of Pente-
cost; and we take the position here, that the twelve apostles;
constitu'ted the first body or Church of Christ upon eart-ft.
I 11naware, that itis said, (kcl.s i. ].9) that ., the numb I'of
names together were about one hundred and twenty,” and
these may be regarded by many as constituting the first
Chul'ch of Christ; but the design of the writer by thi~ mea-]
lion of them, seems to have been to show that ther~ were'
other disciples of Christ present a( that time, besides tbe apQs-
tles, out of whom to make. selection of lin aposlle, to fill
the place of Judas; as it is,in that CIEInnectiorthe’ mention of
these one/hundred and twenty. is made. Afler 11111Tatjntbe
election of one to fill the-place, in order (o have ~he hody 9«
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Christ and the college of the opostles complete 'before or at
the commencement of the kingdom of Christ on ,tne' day of
d(,P-entecost, and thi\t g the lot fell on Matthias, and he was;
numberea with the apostles,” ,Luke says, (at the' begining

of Acts ii,) " And when the day of Pentecost was;fully come
tl~eywere all with one accord in one place.” Whether the
prpno'un " they. .. means only the twelve apostles or the one
hundred and twenty', we are left tQinfer; but this does not
aller the case, nor militate against the positlOn we have taken.
The term” all" may l:.eferto the wiwle of thero, apostles
and all. After Peter's diseourse,and his reply to the penitent
believers, who e.nquired what they muat do-in  which he
enuncilited the great law of pardon., that was to go forth from
Mount Zoin, and to be for all nations,and for all future a'ge~and
generations to obey, and which is as binding on the alien
to obey now as it was tben-we are told, " tbey that gladly re-
ceived the word were baptized; and the same day there
were added unto them about three thousand souls.™ The
worJs, "unto them," are not in the original-merely” there
were added about three thousand souls, ete. As the twelve
;apostles coustituted this first body or Church of Christ, it
was evidently to them these three thousand were added.

Hence evp,ry individual, whether baptized with John's baptism
or not, (and, we find twelve of those baptized with John's

baptism, rebaptized, or baptized with the Christian baplism,)

and whether ofthe one hundred and twenty or not-the twelve
.apostles excepted, who, from their posiLion,char~ter and office,
requir~d no re-baptism-had  to 1>e baptized with the baptiRm
.of-Christ.  This is evident from the commission as in Mat-
thew and Mark: "Go ye therefore and di'leiple all nation.~ ;
baptTzing tbem into the n~me of the Father, and of tlie Son.
and of HQIly Spirit ~'--" Go ye into all the world, and preach,
the gospel to every creature: he that believeth and is baptizlid
t;'halloe saved." Not an individual ,andnot a nation is excep.J
ed. And as all had to be baptized” in the IJame of Christ,"

:And "in(o tbe name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,” a9
Itheauthority' and tbe formula, In order to become the disciples
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of Christ and members'of his body the Church, consequently
every disciple of J04n, a.nd-every one of the on.e h~ndre<t and
twenty, had to be. baptized with the- Christian bapt:sm-~ith
the exception. afl we have said, 'Of the twelve apostlEls, who
formed t~e body itself, or Church of Chris, to which all .had
to. be added.

It was necessary for the Church to have a n'l.Icleus, to begin
with--as all organizations, whether  civil or ecclesiastic34
must have to begin with-and, from tbe very nature of the
case, those composing it must occupy a peculiar position, as
to membership, and one different from tbose who become
members;  !>nd being members ex officio alreauy, they do not
require to go through the initiating process. Thus the apos-,
tles had no need of being ba;ptir.£ with the Christian baptism.
Indeed forming the,very nucleus themselves-being thoslli to
whom all afterwards had to be added-they could not, from
the very nature of the caEe, have been baptized, !lince there
were none before them, or higher in office, to baptize them;
and they would have had to bapti.'e each other I-wbich ~ould
have left them whbere they began! @ We have an illustration
of tbis, in the origiu of tbe human race-in reference, to the
analogy between generation and regeneration. There had to
be a beginning or ‘'origin to the human race; and hence the
first pair, tbe pair created, occupied a peculiar  position in
reference to their posterity, or all the rest of tbe human race;
since they- stood at the head of it, lind had no human. an~
cestry themselves. They were, so to speak. the nucleus, to
which all the others had to be added; and as there was 1:\0
necessity  for generation as to them, in this respect, so' tbe'ra
was non~ for regeneration, as to the twelve .apostles.

In conilection with this, we have a reference to the pos,ition.
character and office of the apostles, in their collective, capac-
ity, as thl! origin of the Church of Christ, by Paul, in his epis-.
de to,the Ephesians, at the commencement of it: Blessed ~
the Goa and Father of our, Lord Jesus  Christ, who hath bles-.
ed us [apostles] ~vith all spiritual  blessings in heaV'enly pla-
aces in Christ: [liocording as he baih chosen 11" [apQstlell.] ia
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him hefore, the foundation of tl~e worM, that we ahould 'be Iro-
ly and without -blame before him in love :" baving preile8~in~-
ted us unlo [the work of] the adoption of childr-en by Jesus
Christ to' ~imsel{, according to the good pleaE\ureof biE!wm,'~
etc. T-hese pasagM bave. been greatly ~erverted in SUppOI't
of Calvinism; and those', on the olberslde, who have endeav-
ored toresclle th:~m froD,ithese perversions, have mistaken
their real meaning as widely, by .applying the,mto all Chris-
tians, in making them tbe-chosen in Christ and the predesti-
nated. But in this there are difijcullies in the way, that can-
not begotten around, or surmounted: and which at last callse.d
them to run into Calvinism. It isevident that the apostles are
meant; and not Christians .ingeneral. By the "foundation
of th.e world'~ h&e, we understand tfe beginning of tbe
Christian age; before wbich, as it began on the day of Pente-
cost, our eavior chose tbe twelve apostles-while he was on
earth, at the beginning of his public ministry. As he was
"God mabifest in the flesh,” they were thus" chosen” by
God" in him ;" and, on account of their official position and-
character, and as they were to be examples (":ye have us for
an example, ' says Paul) for the disciples of Christ, they had
to be " holy and without blame before him in love." In be-
ing thus chosen, they were "predestinated,” or pre -appointed,
.,tothe work of adopting children unto God .by Jesus Christ,
according to the plan of adoption, which was instituted by the
will of God-"  being preaestinated,"as the apostle says further
on, e according to the purpose of him who worketh aU.things
after the counsel of his own will : that we [apostles] should be
to the praise of his glory, w~o first tr.usted in Ghrist; " as the
apostles were the first to trust in him-showing  plainly that
they are meant; as also the. expression in the salileconnection:
" Hwing made -known unto us the mystery of his will, ac-
cording to his good plea8ure which he 'hath purposed in
bimself ;* and another expression, (in chap. iii. 5, ) :
"Which in other Ages was not made known unto the sons of
men, as Itis now revealed unto ,his holy apostles and prophets
by the Spirit."  What this mystery was we also learn: "That
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in the. dispensatlon oJ.the fulness of times [at, the arrival.pf the
propet ~i!llejn the wisdom and wiUot God], he might gather
t9gether in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven,
[amemg the Jews,] and which are Elnearth, [among the Gen-
tiles,] even in him;" and: "That the Gentiles. should be
fellow-heirs. ‘[with the Jews,] and and, of the same body, 'and
partakers of his promise [of receiving the, Holy Spirit, adop-
tion, etc.] in Christ by the gospel.”

We also have a referente by the apostle Peter to this origin
of the Church: "According as his divine power hath
given to us [apostles] all things tr.<.tpertain unto life and
godliness, through the knowleclge of hini that hatl}. called us
[apostles] to glory and' virtue: whereby are given unto us
[apostles] exceeding great and precious promises; that by
these ye might become partakers Qfthe divinll nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in,the world through lust"-
the promise of the Holy Spirit, which our Savior made to the
apostles, and by the reception of which persons who obey
the gospel of Christ, become partakers of t'he divine nature,
having escaped this corruption, on becoming Christians.

We have now, as we trust, shown conclusively, that the
twelve apostles constituted the first body or ,church of
Chl'ist on earth, to which all the members- were after-wards
added. As our Savior told .Peter, when he confessed the
great, cardinal truth of the Christian system of religion, tLat
upon that rock, 01'lhat great truth a8 it rock foundation, He
would build his Church; we find that Peter, actitlg under a
special commission, given him by the Savior, on tbat occa-
sion, in connection with the general commission given to all
th,e apostles, laid the foundatlou of the Church of Christ, iu
the d:scourse he addressed (o the people™ the eleven [apos-
tles] sta'nding up with him;" and thus by their action, cgn-
cUl'ring with him,".and giving sanction to wbat' he said. It
was into that boqy, consietrng of the twelve apostles, tbat'the
Holy Spirit was sen! down from hea\'ell; filled it, and thence-
forward became the Holy Gnest of the Church. As every
body ,has a spirit to fill and animate it, so has the body of
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Christ, the Cp.urch. the Holy. Spirit, to fill and animate it.
And as God made'th!! Jewish Tabernacle,and then the Temple,
his peculiar d~e ling place on earth,: where he dwelt by his
Spirit; so now he has made the Ohtlrch his abode. whe're h~
dwells by his Spidt. ,Hence all who become .the disciples of
Christ "are bUIIt upon tge foundatio~ of apostles and prophets,
Jesus ehrist hiQl1selfbeing the chief corner stone; in whom
all the building fitly .framed together groweth ‘unto an holy
temple in the Lord: in whom ye fChristians] are builded
together for an habitation of God through the SE)]irit."

THOUGHTS.

Our thoughts have much to do with our actions. Actions
are but the e;nbodiment of thoughts. ThQughts ~enerate
actions. and from the thoughts actions proceed. The
great sin of Simon the sorcerer. was not so much his action as
his thought, that the gift of God could be purchased with
money. and iLwas the forgiveness of this thought of his
heart, tbathe was told to pray for. The heart is like a great
machine shop, and the thoughts are the workmen as ex-
perienced and faithful mechanics there, and the every dayac-
tions are but exhibition:> of their wares and merchandise.

The unrighteous man is commanded to forsake his thoughts.
'I'he thoughts.must be watched, or they will lead us astr.ay.
We should pay special attention to the subject of our thoughts.
Here is the beginninl5point. No reformati.:>n CIn be perma-
llent without t11ls; it will be superficial and temporal. ~ While
,the thoughts>are pegnitted to dwell and rove over forbidden
Jfields, we never can hold out faithflll. Many no do~bt, w.on-
der why they live so poorley;, \Vhy they do not have more
enjoyme~t ofreligion;  why they feel so cold and luke-warm;
why they do not like to attend meeting better!  ‘fhe whole
difficulty is in the want of attention to the subjeot of the
thoughts.  Would we ,think less of tbe world and m.ore vf
heaven, les8 of ourselves f,i”d. more vf God and his cause, it
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would not be so. 11'ut while the alfair~ of this life absorb the
thoughts, engross' the 'mind, we need N~lhink' it strange that
our feelings are cpld and our enj~yment poor, and that we
often catc~ ourselves in i,dlearid sinful ways unbecoming the
christian.  While the thoughts lire suffered to act on Lord's
day as 'inspe?tir'gerieral over our se6tilar, and temporal matters
irtstead of dwelling- upon the house or {he Lord and the hon-
or of his cause, we need not expect it a:pleasant thing to be
religious, to attend meeting, or enjoy ourselves when there.
It will be an uphill business. But let the th~ught8 be reform-
ed and regulated by th~ word of God, then the bouse of
the Lord will become the' most lovely and desirable place
on earth: for it is tbere his glory dwells.

Regulate the thoughts, keep them off of un~liolesome su.b-
jects, and the atmosphere of the soul will become pure and
healthy:  There will then be a taste for religion and religious
subjects. It will not appear like "a tale that has been told ;"
it will be a living reality, and we can say of a truth,’ and'with
a deep and sensible feeling of emotion, " | know that my Re-
deemer liveth."  We can then" read our titles clear to man-
sions in the skies."  We will then realize and feel the blesSlld-
-ess Of heaven. Religion will tben be interesting from its
‘'value and the pleasures it give.s ; it will not then appeal' like a
tax and a burden 'upon thO patience, as is the case, when the
thoughts ate roving at random, and like tlie carrion crow, pass-
ing over flowery meadows and'beautiful fields'of waving grain,
seeking for the putrid carcass on which to dwell and feast.

, How many professing christians are there, who too much
imitate this crow!" The errors and imperfections of the breth.:
ren, the rottenness and the corruption, they are sure to find;
there they dwell a~d feast with ‘fiendish appetite, while the
goodness' and virtue of the same' brethren, are never once
tnought of!  What congregation is there, where one or more
of 'these crows may not be found?  Something is always
wrong; either tpe preacher is not as he should be; or this
brother, or tbat siste~ does so an~ so! Meet with such when
and where you ,lill, you always know them by their breath, it
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has a p~trid ,!Imep. Tp.ey are tp.~ discouragers o~ trayelirig
preachers; . They have no bouquet of rich-and beautiful tlo,w-
ers to present with fragrant an~ exhilerating ordor~. No~
all this originates frol):Xhe .I\eglect of proper. attention to
the subject of the' th~ug~ts. Ve should look well to this
Roint. "A~ a mal;lt~inket.4, -so is he," is an ~nspired trg.th:
Ou'r thoughts should .be pure. We ~houlli keep the ~eal't

where they dw-~Il p,u~e,'apd out gf' a pur~ heart serv:€ God
fervently. . . D. 1. w.

1 1

—= For the Christian Pioneer.

WATCH AND P:RAY.

DEARBR~.,WRIGHT: Permit me, a babe in the ministry,
to :pepa few thoughts on the above named subject: for if ever
there was a time, in which. christians were specially called
upon to give' heed to thfl S!l'vior'sadmonition, surely noWis
the !i'me. The Savio~says, "Watch and pray, lesLye enter
into t~mptation.”  The present. crisis appears to be it, t1:\6
present ordeal that is canvassillg our o'nce happy country, will,
| fear, be the cause oLthe fall of many Israel.  If the past
be any proo(,of what may foll~w, )Vdmay mo-~t clrtainly look
for :perilous times, Buch as will test the .piety and integrity of
thousands who now stand, and have stood, connected with
the body of Christ.  Brethren, may | speak a word to you at
this crisis, upon the neceBsity o(guarding agalnst the scourg-
ing influence of the great storm which is now raging through
our.country.  Remember, some twenty years ago, the moral,
blighting, mildewing eil'Occo, which swept over the, land at
that time,. leaving the church of Chri~t in'a state of spiritual
.<\e/l.th, on account ,of professols so generally participating in
that irrational excitement. But heavy as was this scourge
(of politics) upon the cause of Christ, it has, for llomeyears,
been fading away, and the church is shining' forth in her gar-
lllents' of loveliness, in the presence of her:enemies, . terrible
as an aTmy with banners,” and nothing we beheve is now
wanting:, to place the ~auBeof the Reformation on a broad and
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immovable' ba.sis, but for every one’now in the ranks o'r th

faithful, to keep himself free from th~ spirit of the world, devo.'
ted, sou~,body and spirit, to the' interests of that kingdom

which is no of this world, but whose founder is the Lord of
lords, and King of kings. And now, dear reader, the only
~ay for christians to guard aga'iilst thesE}moral epidemics, is
for each ohe to cleanse ~~Banctuary of his heart by continu-
ing instant in prayer, Letus not place our affections "on
things on the earth, but on things above, where Christ is sea-
ted at the right ‘hand of the majesty on high. Our bodies and
our spirits are the Lord's. We should not forget, brethren,

that our time is not our own-that it is out lent to us to be de-
voted to the glory of God, the interests of Christ's kingdom,
and the good of our race.

Much now depends upon keeping up an interest on the part
01 the brethren, if we wish the cause of Christ to triumph
over its fOes, and his church to attain that spiritual elevation
and dignity of rank, which is the supreme desire of all who
sincerely Iqve the Lord. This can be dorie, if shepherds will
guard their flocks as they should, and the watchman upon the
walls of Zion will cry aloud and spare not. We do trust that
the brethren will more fully' see the importance of being'devo-
ted to the Lord, in body and in’'spirit. We cannot believe
that any other view of this subject, is contemplated in christ-
ianity than for man to look upon himself and all he has, as the
property of ChriRt. We cannot believe ourself justified in the
sight of God, should we look upon the small pi~tance we now
posl,ess, in any other light than this; and we do most fumly
that until christians get more thoroughly imbued with this
doctrine than they are', that we will never be that peculiar.
people'-that the Lord designed us to be, when he died to re-
deem us. Then, brethren, let'us pray without ceasing: for
the prayers of the righteous availeth much. There are too
many christians that non't pray more, perhaps, than once a
week,or may be, once a month, and if those christians depend
on the preacher to do all the praying, and all the preaching,
| fear they will be found occupyiug the stool of db-nothing,
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1Vhichstool | cant, find in the house of the Lord. If we can).
make ss lengthy and flowery a prayer as our able divines, let
us" brethren, do the, best we can, and that is all we are requir-
ed to do. God don't require an impossibility at the hal).dsof
man, but what we can do, he will hold us accountable for, if
we don't do it. These suggestions | submit for eliciting light.
:May the' Lord k~ep us all unspotted from the world.
JAMES C. WATSON.

Harrison Co. Mo. July the 20th, 1863.

CO-OPERATION  MEETING AT 'BIG CREE~.

MERCERCOUNTYo., June 26, 1863.

ELD.D.T. WRIGHT-Dem' Si,": My object in writing is
to inform you of the proceedings of @ co-operation meeting
that was held in the month of February last, with the con-
gregation meeting at Big Creek Chapel, in Davis County,
Mo. The following congregations were I'epresented at the
meeting through their delegates, viz.

. -The church at Oak school-house, Mercer Co., by Moses
Powell, O. P. Barnes and W. H. Rhea.

The Church at Goshen, Mercer Co., by Sebert Rhea.

The Church at Pleasant Grove, Livingston Co., by J. P.
Hutchison and J. L. Boyle.

‘fheChurchatFox Creek, Harrison Co~,.by E. J. Bondu-
rant.

The Church at Clear Creek, Davis Co., by W. G. Eads,
Samuel Crawford and E:' Catnplin.

The Church at Gallatin, Davis Co., by Wm. place, James
Whitt and John Whitt.

Eld. John H. Ballenger was the principal speaker at the meet-
ing. Joseph F. Dav'iFlwas chosen as a delegate to the next
State meeting, and . committee was appointed to prepare a let-
ter to said State meeling.

It was agreed that the- next co-operation meeting be held
with the Goshen Church, six miles west of Princeton, in Mer-
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cer C~., .and to commence on Friday before the Isf! Lord's
day In November next.'

".4s no one could be procured to evangelize. for the wholLe
year, bro. John H. Ballellger volunteered his services, as
Eevangelist fora part of tHe year to doall that he can for the
cause of Christ. The brethren promised 10 -aid in his support
as the Lord should enable them. Bro. Joseph F. Davis was
then chosen a!! an assistant to travel with bro. Ballenger.

The following appointmen.ts for protracted meetings were
then arranged to be held by these brethren, viz.

At, Covington school-house, Davis Co., commencing on
Friday before the third Lord's day in July. '

At Fox Creek, Harrison Co., commencing on Friday before
the 4th Lord's day in J.uly.

:At,Goshen, Mercer Co., commencing on Friday before the
1st Lord's day in August.

At-Qak sch901-house, Mercer Co., commencing on Flid~y
before the ~nd Lord's day in August.-

At Pleaeant Grove, in Livingston Co.. commencing on Fri-
day before the 3rd Lord's day in August.

At Big Creek, Davis Co., commer.cing on Friday before the
4th Lord's day in August.

At Clear Creek, .Davis .Co., cOTe~cing on Friday be.fore
the 5th Lord's .day Il August ~ TOISwlll be the first round of
appointments.  Other :proceedings | have not time and space
now to mention.

But one thing, -which was omitted, through an over-sight
| presume, | will here state ; and that is, that each and
every cong'regation of Christ throughout the counties of
Mercer, Grundy, Livingston,Davis and Harrison send delegates
to the next co-operation meeting, and co-oper!lte with usS,.that
we may more thoroughly evangliz~ said counties. A general.
invitation is given to all preaching brethren to attend the pro-
traoted meetings, and especially the co-operation me,eting at
Goshen, in November.

There were 490 membet8 represented in the- co-{)peration
J;lleetingat Big Creek.
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¥ay God in his infinite wisdom and goodness, conti,mie to
bless us as a people, and may ~ach one continue in the feal"aud
fl\vor ~od: our heavenly Father, is the prayer of
Your- humble servant in Christ. .
WILLIAM F, GIRPNER.

;REMARKs:  With regard to. this .co-operation meeting} we
.wQuld say that its proceeding~ ought to have been published
earlier. But the fa~It is not ou-~s, it iswitl; the brethren who
had charge of the matter. Our pages have been open all the
tim.e, and we would willingly h~ve published ‘it at any time,/
if they had furnished us with a copy. Indeed we knew
Nothing definitely as to wl).etberthere had ever been such a
meeting held, until this report came to band after our July
wasprinted. We hope therbFetbren may be successful «.gmd
that much good may be done. Thllse brethren, Ballengerand
Davis,are authorized agents for'the Pioneer; their receipt, or
even their word, to the brethren for subscription’ money, will
be suffici.ent. We hope they may be able to greatly increase
our circulation in the bounds of their labors. We here take
occasion to ask again, for more subscribers.  Wa have not the .
circulation we shoul,d have. When the price is so low, sure-
ly ~very ,brothe.r ought to be a subscr.\ber. TheiPioneel' is
free from .political'or secular influence or taint whatever. It
iii ang.shall be,as long as-we publish it,a religious paper,Stricli-
ly so, to the exclusion of every thing else. We have a single
mind in our publication not a double one-and that is, to'do
all we can to advance the gospel of Jesus Christ. What can
binder any_truly devoted brothe:r or sister from bidding us
.God's speed. Wh~t can hilll{erthem from len<;lillga helping
hand to aid us in doing good. | know that with some times
are bard, yet they are not as bad as they .might be. "There
has no aflliction or misfortune yet befallenus so great, but a
gtellter one migh t come upon us. This world is not the place
‘for ease and pleasure with the Chl'istain. It is a world of sac-
rifice in this respecrt. . We sbould sacrifi6e every thing for the
cauSll of ,Christ whe~ it demands it. Our rest is by and bye,
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it is not here; it will be sweet when it comes. But this de-
, pends upon our present course. If we would enjoy; good w~
must do good. If we would -be happy we must try to
make otherS' happy. If we would enjoy heaven we must
strive to take others therEl'also. None of us live to our-
selves,we belong to the Lord, we are bought with a price, even
with his precious blood; we should do all we can to
advance his cause. A few years hence and it will be our
boast and joy ,that we ever aided in sU'3taingthe press advocating
the claims of the Savior. There may be expenses and)sacri-
fice we make, that will cause us regret, but this will never.
Brethren make a wise investment, lay up for !yours,elvesin store
a good foundation by doing g,00d. Study the eternal and
immortal interests of others, and not your own pecuniary and
temporal interest. Help us to sustain and circulate the Pio-
neer. D. T. W.
00000

REPORTS FROM THE BRETHREN.

FAYETTBEMo., June 26, 1863.

DEARBRO.WRIGHT: Since my last, | have held two meet-
ings; one in Glasgow, of nine nights, Including the first ~nd
second Lord's days in May, assisted part of the time by our
,much esteemed bro. E. J. Lampton, of Huntsville, who' is
now the preacher in Glasgow. We found the opposition of the
sects more bitter there than ia common. The' result of thfl
.meeting was one by confession and baptism, two by commen-
dation and four reclaimed.

I held a meeting in Fulton, commencing Friday night be-
fore the 4th Lord's day in May, under most 'linfavorable circum-
stances, and continued eleven nights, including the 4th and

5th -Lord's days without assistance, and closed with ‘twelve
additions: 7 by confession and baptism, 1 reclaimed, and,4
by commendation.

Notwithstanding the troubles the .gospel is meeting with
success, and the cry, escome and help us,” isheard from many
gnarters. Affectionately,

J. D. WILMOT.
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PALMYRA, Mo., July' 16, 1863.
BRO.D'. T. WRIGHT"":"])eaiSir: | have just returned from
Illinors, after an absence of five weeks. At Winchester, some
fifty '‘persons were received just before I went there; and at
:Mount Sterling thirty five by brother Johnson.  Our caUBeds
advancing. Yours truly,
J. CREATH.

HarriBon County, Mo.~July 20, 1863.
DEARBRo. WRIGHT: Notwithstanding the ~reat troubles in
our. land, the gospel proves to be the power of God unto salva-
ti.onto everyone that believeth. ‘rhrough the course of my
labors siuce my last report to you, I have witnessecl the addition,
of some sixteen individuals to -the faithful in thill county.
May the gospel continue to spread from day to day, and the
result be to the saying of many souls. To the Lord be all the,

praise.  Your bro. in the Lord.
JAMES C. WATSON ..

BEREA,Bourbon County, Kansas, July 22, 1863

BRO.WRIGHT: 1 came to this place near one year ago. 'rhere

were 14 members when | came. Since then 53 have been ad-
ded to their number. We have had 11 adrl.itions at other
points. Our congrega~ion at this place, I am happy to say, is
doing well in point of liberality for the spread of the gospel and,
for all benevolent purposes; the brelhren' at Berea are not ex-
celled by any people in my acquaintance .. The Lord grant
them the durable ricbes. . Yours in the good hope.

R. MILNE.

Bro. James T. Plunkett, of Brunswick, Mo., under date of
July 24, 1863, writes: "Bro. Robertsqgn had quite an
interesting meeting on Salt Creek, in this County, last week,
which closed with sixteen_additions. Bro. Robertson preaches
for us the first Lord's d:aly in every month."

D. T. W.
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SILVItRTONWarion Co. Oregon, July 5th, 11363.

D. T. WRIGHT-Dear Brother:  The cause of our blessed
Redeemer is brightening up in Oregon. A glorious meeting
of ten days contlnuance was closed on the second Lord's-day
in June, the resalt of whic)J.was thirty eight additions to the
army of the King of kings, ahd Lord of lords. The principal
speakers were brethren, K. Bailes (late of Missouri ), and G.
W. Whitliey. It was truly a "season of refreshing from the
prsence of the Lord." The additions were as follows:' 30 by
confession and baptism, 2 from the Baptist, and the balance
by letter and restoration. '

, At a meeting at Harrisburg, of five days continuance, held
by bro. H. M. Waller, 5 were buried with Christ by baptism,
the brethren greatly strllligth~ned, and prospects as goo'd for
a large inga~hering as could be wished for. Also,

At a co-operation meeting held at Eola, Polk County,. of 5
days continuance, including the 2nd Lord's day in June, which
resulted in 21 additi,oDs; 14 of which were by confession and
baptism.  Bro. Bailes preached again at the Silver Creek
church to-day, and anot):ler noble young man made the gooa
confession. To the Lord be the praise for all our prosperlty

Yours in hope of immortality.
FRED-RICK MASCHER.

BRO'1'HERCHATTERTONVe  have just closed aglorious
,meeting at Galesburg, Jasper county, lowa, held over the last
Lord's-dayin May and the first Lord's-day in June, conducted
by brethren Cory, .Williams, Hickey and Hansberry, resulting
in the immersion of twenty-three persons-some  of whom were
from the Methodists.  Several heads of families obeyed the
truth, Bomeof whom fol~owedtheir children jn obedience to
Jesus.

The case of one intelligent young sister who was added to
tbe Lord during the meeting, is worth mention, for the benefit
of otherll whose parents are hindering them frolp becolping
Christians.  Her father, a cla$s leader, and her mother a zeal.
ous member of the M. E. Church, had thr~atehed to 'drive her
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from home if she™ joined the Campbellites.” She came'for-
ward with three other youagladies and gave hel' haud to broth-
er Hickey:  Her mother caught her and made a voileut effort
todrag h,er from the house. But she held brother Hickey by
the hand, asking him to prote'ct her, at the same time express-
ing her determination to obey Christ and imploring her moth-
er to permit her to.doso. He~'mother not succeeding in wres-
ting her from duty, struck brother Hickey on the left cheek.
He turned his face, ,merely saying, "Smite the other."  She
took him at his word, and g'ave him at least a dozen blows
about the eyes and face. While this was going on, the father
interferred.  He caught hIS daugbt~r by the arm, saying to
brother Ilickey, "Let me take my property.”  But after he
bad uealt several blows among those tryi~g to quiet him, and
even threatening life, cursing and swearlDg, was taken out of
the house. During all tbis confusion, which lasted perhaps
half an hour, brother Hickey made no resiE\tancewhatever, but
remained calrn, exhorting the friends to make no resistance and
to say nothing improper. None of our brethren &ndsisters
did or said anything out of -order. The Methodist minister
was.there but did nothing to restore order, until pUblicly ap-
pealed to. The next morning ,in the ,presence of a large au-
dience, almost everyone of whom were moved to tears, our
young sister w~simmersed, saying as she went down into the
water, "Though father and motber forsake me, the Lord will
protect me." May the Lord keep our young sister faithful un-
til ,death, and grant repentance and ‘forgiveness to the parents.
Your brother in the faith, T. F. BROWN.

REMARKS: Among the repo,rts for the Pioneer, we copy
the above from the July number of the” Evangelist,” pub-
hshed by bro. A. Cb'ltterton, at Deavenpolt, lowa. It
shows the hostile spirit of sectarianism, and particular that
part of it klIDwn, in that special locality," as Me~hodism, against
the religion of Christ as taught in the Ne.w Testament: for

this;is what the brethren are teaching. They have but ollSob-
ject, and th!ltis to teach what the apostles have authorized to
be taugbt.  There is no other body OI. people on earth who
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disoal'd more completly every thipg in connection with chris-
tianity, not found in the scriptures, than our brethren dp. It
is their constant aim to teach and practice precisely as, the
spos tles and the churches they ‘constituted, taught andprac..
ticed. No people can ever excel us in thiSobject. They may
sid us, but they never can go before us. The teaching of
the Lord alid his apostles is our ouly guide, not some man's
understanding of it,-not  an abstri;Ict nor ariepitome of it giv-
en by llny set of men, but the teaching itself of obrist and his
apostles as found in the scriptures. And every opposition to
this, can be nothing less than a resistance of the Truth. And
this is the settled and fixed purpose of Sectarianism; to oppose
the religion of Christ which would, unobstructed, bring all its
subjects into one body. The Lord prayed that they should be
one; the aposLleRaught they should be one. Sectarianism in
its whole spirit and tenor, is opposed to this. It isopposed to
God and his plan fe>saving the world. It occupies a most
fearful attitude before heaven an earth! and no wonder, that
an occasional subject, now and tben, b.etrays its true charac~
in an unmistakable way; the only wonder is that such oceur-
rences are not more frequent. But the Lord protects bis eause
in many instances by the civil authorities.  Mayall speedily
come,to thEltruth, and and be 'one, even as Ite and his Father
are one. D. T. W.

MARRIED, \
At the residence of Thomas Allen, in Davis Co" Ind., on the 28th of
May, 1863, by E!d, Z. S. Hastings; Mr. Duncan F. Wade and Mis.
Mary E Allen.

OBITUARY :NO'I'ICES.

DIED of Scarlet fever attended with softfning of lhe brain, on Thuel.
day the 30th of July 1863, after an illness of seven days, DECal.l, d~ugh.
er of D. T. and Cltharine E. Wrig-ht, aged two years and twenty threE;
days, Little Decima, our tenth child, was truly a favorite in,the family,
but" the Lord fiave and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the namll
of the Lord." This is the first death we have ever bad in our family,
and it is most painful indeed to us; but thy will' be dOlle, O LQrd, a.!d
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not ours. May we find m~rcy and grace in thy sight, that, when our
change shall come, thy Illl'esence may go witb each of us, and united
again as a family band, we may dwell together in thy presence where

death will be no more, and separation be at an end. , \
D. T.'W.

DIEd in Bet\lany, Mo., on the 22nd day of June, 1863, ANNIE mA?
THRELKELD-, daughter of our beloved brother and sister Threlti:eld, aged
one year, eleven months, and thirteen days, after an illness of several

wegl%_ Wright, | was one of tbose who watched by the bed side of little
Annie. May, during the last night of her existence; and seldom, if ever,
have | witnessed anyone  snffer more severe pain: but that pain is no
more, and the SPIflt of this little spotless infant is gone to the spirit land
to join the Tedeemed of the Lord. We sincerely ‘sympathize with our
beloved brother and sister, who have thus by the resistless hand of death
been deprived of their only child! Yet they' and we sorry not as those
Without hope; it callnot return to us, yet we ‘inay, and, 1sincerely h'ope,
will go to it. E. STEW ART.
BETHANY, Mo., June 30, 1863.

Fell asleep in Jesus, April 31st, 1863, at her residence in Leavenworth
COIlIDty, Kansas, of Typhoid fever, after an illiles of seven days, M.~RY
F. RHODES, wife of John Rhodes, ag;ed ZO years, 11 months and 6 days,
a daughter of Mr. Whitmall a 1lleth6dist preacher who is now in the ser-
vice of his country, his wife, sister Whitman who is living at Centerville,
lowa, is stepmother and mother-in-law  of the deceased.

Sister Rhodes was born in Jackson Co., Ohiol-joined the Methodist
church at the' age of 13years) and at the age of 16, joined the Christian
Church, and lived a devoted Christian up to her death. "Blessed are the
dead that die in the Lord." She leaves a kind husband and one little
daughter about 18 months old, with many friends and conection to mourn
lheir loss. Though they do'not mourn as though they had no hope, for
wllO can doubt any person meeting their Savlor at death when they have
spent all their life in his service? May the Lord sustain Mr. Rhodes
in this heart-rending  ~hock, and may he prepare to meet his bp.loved com-
panion, ever remembering the words of th~ belovedl disciple while ban-
ished on the isle of Pat'inos,” Bles~etl are they that do his commandments
that they may have aril;ht to the tree of life, and may enter through the
gates into the city. . . ' 1. STEWART,

Cenlerviille, low~, July 20, 1863

" Leaves have their time to fall,
And flowers to Wither ~t th~ north Wind's breath;
But thou, thou hast all seasons for thine own,
Oh Death!"
)

Departed this life on the 22nd day of March, 1863, Bro. John M..
Shively, age 3:1years, 2 m.onths and 8 days. . I

llro.  Shively was a member of the church of Christ for a number.of
years, and he died in full faith and assurance oC'a horne and an inheri-
tance with the saints in light, where all is health and hapiness forever.
He left sister Lulicia Shively, lus bosom compaDlon, wifh three litt:e cnil.
dren to mourn rhe loss (] a dear companion and father :while here in this
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‘low grouQd of sinand sorrow.  An infant was also Clllteti away at the
same time. May tbe Lord Almi~bty: have compassion 0D our distressed
sister and her dear liltle family ir. these most illtensely painfUl and afflictive
bereave~ents, and 'bring them safely through this world of sin and death,
to reuaite with the departed ones now gone 'before, in that rilst that reo'
mains for the people of God, where the wicked ceased from trOUbling and
weaty are at rest. Blessed are the dead that die in the Lor,d, for they
.rest from their labors and their wO'Eks do follow them, o
JAMES. C. WATSON.
Haniso?County, Mo. Ji]lly 19, 1863,

,J0:AR BRa, WRr T: Please announce through the Pioneertbe death
01' my brother-iQ-la"l', J. M. Frazier —ho died at his residence -in this
.County, on the j.7111 of June, 1863, aged 33 yfars, 8 months and 13 days.
His disease was conjeslion of the spleen.  He had never obeyed the gos-
pel, buf !lis wife is a piOUSand exemplary chtistlan. He was a good citi~
zen 'lind much esteemed by his neighbors. He leaves a wife and a large
circle of friends to mourn his untitnely end. !

Brother, thou art .gone and, forever passed away
From thi world of grief and pain,
And we never more shaH hear
Thy manly voice..again ¢
L]

*Thoe bright black eye~ are closed,
In death's long dreamless sleep, .
Thy smile will bealll on.us no more,
Ah! thelefore,:we.wilf weep.

Wh~n first | knJlw that thou wert gone, .
| wept for thee! .
And the sad ones of your home

You lef~in ag<\ny. ,

Thou wart prized by every'heart,
Your sisters, brothers dear,

How sad, how_ desolate, how lone!
Who noyv thol3eh~arts can cheer!

1
Ifelt for thee; bulah! much more
for the wife you loyed so well, .
And your aged father.--ah;  hiS ~ief
Not these poor words can tell !
WILLIAM  W., JONEb.

Co. Mo. July 23, 1863.
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TH~ RESURRECTION;, OF CHRIST.
, -PART. Il.

1 -

We proceed now with™our 8~cQlid clils~ .of-eviden\(eaof tl)e
ri:surrecTion  Of Christ;  that o1

Il. Thtd witn~ss~s  of tlte resurrerlion of Ohri8t.~Paul, after
adducio!{ tn~'te,stimony of the prophetsas ~\I have s~n, then
adduces that of the ;witn8iSes :
\~'" 1\n~ t~arhe was seen of gepbas [Peter), mOen of all the
I1pdstles. Af-~er,that. be was, seell of above five hundred
brethren at once'; of whom the grea~er part remain unto this
preAent. but som~ are fallen l/osleep[have died.].  After' that
be was seen of Jj\mes ; then?f all.the apoS,lles. And last of
an be wis seen of me also, ail one born out of due time. For
,1~m the lease.of jhe apostLes,that am not m6~t foGt)to be oalled
~I1 apostle, because | persecuted tbe church of God. But by

. the g~ace [fa.vor] of God.l-am what Iam: and his grace which
.was 'lI?estowed upon me was not ilJ'vaiD ; but | labored more

altuu'dantly ~hau ~hey. all : yeJ not | 'but the grace of God
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~thieh was with me, Therefo-re whether it were | or they, 8o
we preached, and so ye I>elio\-ed,"

Here we have, not only the apostles, but upwards ,of five
hU!ldred, I' perfect host, of witnesses to the resurrectiun  of Je-
IIUS, <who SAW him 8([e'T he bad arisen from the dead.  There
are bUIl few faets of any’ ~in~', in tde history of 't1;,e world,
which are so weH attested, and corroborated by Bm~lha. mass
of evidence, as the resurrlction  o(Christ. It has been object.

red by infidels, .that t~i.s 'evidel?8e to tfle resurrection Qf out
Saviol', is of an exparte character-that of his disciples and
.friends-and ther,e/ore, DD'tworthy of credence. They ask,
why ,did he Dot show' b~'mself op,pnly, after his res~'rrection,

to 'all the people, as in hii!, life tim'e,-to  h,is enemies as well as
to his friends ?-as, being well acquainted, with the fact ‘of
his crucifixlo:! and deRt!), his enemies and the people could not
fail being c?~vinced, by his coming from ‘the dead, that he
really was wHat he claimed to be and h,s disciples claimed
for him, the prOmis~d Messiah and'Son of, God? To this we,
, reply, thal this would have done h,Ogood, perhaps have made
the matter worse; as il was ooly his diaciples, and familiar
friends, who agcompanied him and were constantly with him
dUlling hise‘arthiy ~ ministry:  who wer's qualified'~nd  prepared

to identify him as tlle same man who bad been crucified;

and we see bowincl'edulolls  even they werel'and bow foolish

lionel" slow of beart to beliéve ,!" Indeed, it require'd even
IUore than qglerely seejng and hearing hi~, after 'Jesus had
arisen from the dead: to make. them believe, qghey had .to
< handle” him, fe(el of his hands and sHe, wbere the_se bad

beel!- pierced by thp, cruel nails and Roman spear,'and he bad

to eat 'before them and ‘'they’ had to eat and drink with

~him. h~fore they could be fully convinced'!: Hence lih
enemies and t,.he people were noL aL aJl qualified to recognize

, 'him ali tbe same, nor prepared to id:entify bim,as the Jesus
who bad' been Clucified! As the Jews -believed in the

disemhodieu existencE' of tile ~pil'its of I'](Ise wh~ hat! died,

llond that these could be seen Ro'd,heard-a  belief whi'c9 we

"4011 was,lared in by thll descipleil of ~be' Sa“ior-.nis 80
0
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emiei and the people, had he shown, ,himself to th~m, aftr
, his resunection, would no doubt h,,>veontended tha,t it was on-
ly his spirit, his" ghost,” and not Itimself Jreally, th~t ~ad
appeared!  And \yhen we consider, thaUhey 90uld and 'did
ov,erlc:>okil'acles of the.most stupendo~s and convincing charac-
ter, plirformed by him,for the benefit of humanity, and in.attes-
tation of his character and claims,and persecute him for an alleg-
ed viollltio/l of the Sabbath ,because they -wereperformed on that
day-w hen the miracles should have been suffiCient Qfthem-
selv.esto have convinced the most- incredulous, and to have
exempted_ Jesu!l,! from the allegation of having violated' the
sRncliw of that day-and that i~.the face of these miracle\l, they
.persist~d in persecuting him, and in attempting to proc\lre
his d-eath-we can easily see~lhat it would nave been lliterly
.uBeless for,our Sav~or to have exhibited himself t.othem in or-
der 'to convince them that be was ,the same JeS\ls, w'ho had
been crucified, 'a~d ~onsequenlly the Messiah and-Son. of
God.

Besides, had they seen him, and. become tbus convinced,
13u~twas the virulence of his enemies, .Buch their. hat~ed o(
him and their incredulity as Lo his mission and cbaracter. it
.is not. imposible but tbat tbey migbt bave afl}rmedtbat he did
tlot really die, as it appeared he bad don~! b~t that he some-
how recovered from bis wounds and bis deatb was only an
.apparent one, tbat' his disciples and friends had, by tbe appli-
cation 0f5medical-agents, or in some other way reviveA .and
te~tored him: and his enemies ,instead of b(\ing convinced,.
IUight have agai\l commenced their per~ecutions against him
in order to destroy him!  Such a thing we say was not im-
pos.sible, as the character and condu,ct of his enemies plainly
showed~ They seem~d determined. not to believe on him, lindel'
any circumstances w,hatever i such was the stubbornese and
.and unrelenting character of tbeir bliQd"infidelity! = Hen~e
s.aidPeter a~the house of Oornelius: eHim God raised up tpe
(bird day, and shew.ed hioi openly;- not to all the people, bu.t
unto, witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, w.hodid ",

”

and drink witb him aftel" he arose frOm the dead. Anil h.
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‘eommaMed us t0 pre~ch to the peopleanno testirj that it-1l
ne'which' was ordalned' of-God to be toe Judge oC quick
t'tb~'living] and dead."  T-hus we see, that as to the testiino-
1y of witness~s to the ‘fact itself oflhe resurrection of the Sa~
Tlor, or toseeing h:m' after it, ‘which .liEithe same Ching, no
Jaet or event recortled in history is better, or even as well al-
jested. " l.

The apo>stlPaul, as we have seen, s~ys, that last' of all be
yns seen of 'hIm~ ., as one born out of due time;" ‘'th~ s,
who was'not ~ade an apostle by our'Savior while he was on
earth and chose the-twelve; -notuntil' after his resui'l:ec(ion,
ascension, and the establishment of his kingdorﬁ:on earth;
and as a proof ,ofthe reality of the resunrectioD and of the
sincerity" 'Saneness and ho~esty of, Paul, in-,becoming a disci-
ple and an apostle of Christ, no man had more obstacles- il'tid
stronger obstacles' to overcome, than W did; so tbat his
oon"e'rsion of itself is a strong proof of ,the reality of the
resurrection.

At this point ilithe al'gument of the aposrle, after presen~-
.ing' the two great classes of evid~nce, those of the prophets and
apostles or "l'itnesses; he' proceeds to show the consequences
resultlOg from the denial .of the resull'ection of Christ.. He
~ks them'tue very .pertinent and searching question:
~ "N~w if Chris,t be preached that he rose from, the' dead,
-[as he nad preached to tbem] how say some' am~ng you that
thllre is no' resurrection of ~he dead? ,,; How came- -you

_'by suclr a false do'ctrine, one you did not learn, ~nd and could
never infer, from any thing | preached to you?  Where ,did
JOu get it from'; since you never feamed, it from any ‘thing
pertaining to the Christiau religion? .1t is Iltterly at varia~ce

e with every thing 'pertaining to -tbe Chl-i'~tian system, and
fraught with conse.quences utterly' subversive of it! Hel;hea
ad'd\lces a climax of censequen6es lis follows:-:"" '

1. The first,is, that i'r:tliere be nl) slicli thing as the. res-
urrection, then Chrisl has never risen from. she dead; as the
den‘ial of the r~~urrrection 'of IlI! mankind: in general, 'would in-
volve or include that'of' Christ himself; would leave bim- the
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pri.soner of deatb lind tbe,gra,ve : &1?the ,buman race :nQ,1}et-
te~off tn,anif He bad.never ,come into, tbe-world! * " - "
~".A second result would be, that, if Christ bas not 'rise:Q
from' tbe dead, tbe preaching 'of the apo'snes would pe nugatory
and v~in, and tbe ‘faith of the Corinthians, predicated up~u. it,
would be useless' and vain! . S
,3. Anotber arrd third result, of a still wors~ c,4ar.acter, is,
tbat tbis denial would make the aP9sllesfals,ewitne~se~,of God:
as they had. testified, of him, that he had. r.aised,:up Clll'}st.:
but whom he had not raised, if there wa.s no .sucP- thing wi
the resurrection of the dead, as, if the dead rise not" then
Chdst has not risen..-there could have been no resurrection of
Him! " S

4. Another and-still more important and disastrous result
was, th~t their faith was ~ain, and conse,quently’ they were
unpa'rdoned or s~m in their sins; as Christ was )lot only
e put to, death for our offences” 'QU:t"raiged agam for our
justification,” our release from, or the remission of, our sine.
As there if? an inseperable connection between the res-
urreltlion of Christ and that of all mankind, so ~here is one
b~~ween his {e~urrection and .justification, or remission, of
sins.

5. Hut one of the most ~isastrous, mournful and cheet:less
regults is, that the dead, they who h,avefallen ailleep in Christ,
hav~ fOl'ever perished; as, if there is J;loresurrection of the
dead, there will never he any thing more of them™:"nomore
than of the brutes that perish, and mingle with the. e~rth
again ~

6. The apostle sUms up these results, with another and last
one; that, if in, this life only the apostles bad, hope iii Christ,
thllY were .of. aU Plen the most misel'ltble,; because not only-
would they be deprived' of the sublime,tbe cheerjng, ihl" inspir.
-ing'and glorious hope of immortl\lity ; but they had sacrificed.all’
of wordly goods, emolument, honor and glory, for tbe eause
of Christ; and were suffering all the privations, losses, igQo-
mitiy, shame, reproach, and persecution, that men could-en"
-dure in tais warld on account of. t4.e Cbri~tian relig:ioo”
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'Thulllie' pi‘Meeda On,' with this cli.maxof melancholy result.
a)ld dieatrous consequenc~s; until he' had reached the cuhni.
nating point, ‘fhen he thré~s thein‘all off,'as it were,'and e,xul-
tingly exclaims: ,

"But now is' Ohrist RISIIINrom the dead, and bec.ometlie
ftrit-fruits  of them thaL slept.”

Th'e "first-fruits"  6f the land were always deuicated to
-God; and as our Savior" was, the first to arise from the dead.
never to die' again,” toeverlasling life, he is called the firlt.
fruitd Ot the dead.

" For sinc~ by mali came death, by man came also the I'e")-
urtection of the dead.”

1.,sin consequence of the offence of Adam, the first mall,
'~sin entered into the world and death by sin, and lio"dealh
par.sed (jpon all men;" so by Christ, the' "second Adam,"
came the resurrection of all mankind from the dead. '

.»» :F'or -8 by Adam all die, even so by' Chri;t shall all be
made alive. _In consequence of eating 'the forbidden fru.it-'of
es the tree Of knowledge of good and evil"-Adam  and Eve
were 'expelled from the g!\rden of Eden; anri, with the whole
human fal}lily, were cut off from the" tree of life,” the health
preserving and life perpetuating qualities of which, as long as
they'could have bad access to it, would have kept thein from
dying, and tltus, by eating it they

" Brought death into the world,
With all our woes." .
But our Savior, by his one aC.tof obedience. in submitting to
the death of the cross and arising- frolli the dead to a ne.veren-
ding life, will raise 311 mankind w,hohave died in co"nsequence
of .kdam's sin; aod thus coveting every {lase of death,. and
thu.s, sby Chriiit will all be,made alive//  This 'Passage, ,arid
~uch as, eeif there be no.resurrection of th~dead then is Christ
not riSIID," Bnd" "if the dead rise not, then- is Christ not
raised," show a connection between the resurrecllim of Christ
and that of all 'mankind, as intimate as 'that between the
offence of Adam and the death of the human famlly ~DO
doubt by SQme law' -or arrangelJ:\e-ntof the Spiritual system
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that will result in it as inevitable as ~batl>y whiCh,-they rio.
die. Hence as mankind were cut off frpm the tree of life, and
death’ ensues; 'So we find the tree of life ‘again restored, (Rev.
xxii. 2:)atid from it8 qualites, as here described, in reference to
‘spirilual'and eternal life,we can see wirat'they were in the Gat"-
den ofEdlllLin reference to the natural life of man: its perennial
(rui-tserving asfood, and its leavel$ as 11Jedici'n8 while the water
of the four rivers of Eden, serve~ to allay and quench ~be
thirst of man, in his primeval state. '

But there will be an order or arrangemen~ iu the resul'rec’
tion, by which the dead saints will 'rii:lbefore the wicked:

esBut every man in his own order: E;lhristhe -first-fruits ;
afterwarJ they that are Christ's at his coming."

W!3have enlarged upon the olass of evidences of the-resut-
rection of Cbrist,-cotnprising that o.f tbe ‘witnesses to,h. ~nd
upon the results of his uq,n-resurrection and the denial of ~t,
beeause of the great importance of these, and obr desire to
make the remarks ofthe apostle a;iplain and forcible as possi.
ble, so as t~ impress them upon the'mind of the reader.' This
has- eaused us again to protract oU,rarticle far beyond what We
anticipated at the outset orit; and WIlicomplll us to make oth-
er parts to ~ucceed this-pethaps  two more. ,Our apology
for tkus extending our rem8.1'kson the subject. and for turn.
ing wh<uwas designed at. firsi-to be hut (m~ arLicJe,into a se-
ries, Inust be,in the great importanCe, the tremendo'Q'l8harac-
ter of the subject, ‘wlli{)h far surpasses all earth'ly themel!, of
whatev,er character.  That upon which the eternal; destines of
,the world are depending the hopes of a happy and glorious eJist.
ence beyond ‘the grave-must  possess an impoltance infinitely
ti'anscendin.g that of any, and indeed all earthly themes, how-
ever grand and important they may be: 'Such i~ the rel!lurrec-
tion of Christ, when villwed in connectiQn with, and itB oar-
ing upon,'that of all markind. J. R H.

[HE- GREAT DBMAND OF THE TIMES.,
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'“When the-sailor, has been fo_r several. days at-llea, with the



akill,s'ov,ercAStvith clouds and -tossed apon the stormy wans,'
'be,,finds H necessary, to take an observ-ation, and -find the lat.
i tu,deandJongitude that' he is in. And. so, when the- religiou8
heav-eus, are 'overcast 1lith clouds of' darkness, gloom imd
despondency; the lightenin'gs are flasbing and the {hunders are
Jiealing,; alid the stormy waves of i‘eligious, civil and military
commotipn,tare rolling; the true and wise 'Christian PREACHER
finds it ,neoessary to make anloccasional observation; and, JO
carryon the illustration, find the latitude and longll'ilde he 'is
ine..

When he Mes this, at the present time, he, finds that tlfe
e signs of. the times" ‘are- truly portentous. While he is
preaching away on what are generally termed" first princi-
plea,” and ringing ,the old changes on faith" rE\pental\ce and
baptiSindhemes  preached upon so much that they have" be-
come almost thread bare, he finds -himself neglecting the' evi-
,d~nces on which the, divine authenticity of his religion resta;
and ~hepractical of t!;J.ateligion. The prospect before us is
truly an ominous-one, and weHcalculated to arouse the grlrtre
apPl,'ehensions of every in elligent and reflecting Chl'isti'Im.
Vice, immorality and wickedness, in all their Protean shapes
,0f 11PQ~ta6Yfrom the Qhristian profession, lukewarmness,
,coldness, drunkenness; dissipation, profanity, gambling, lewd-
'ness, debauchel'y;- etc; are' alarmingLy- on the increase, and
‘spreading their baneful influence 'almost every "W,hereover the
laug L But this, though- enough to rouse the mind of the
‘Christian, and cause hi'm to use 'his efforts to slay the baneful
tide 8s'muo.h as poooible-,is not all by any means. We are
threa{elled ,witha far- worS6 eV,il, ~han all thes6, bad, as they

are."
...The country:is rapidly drifting'into tlte inrioecuty of Fran.c6,
Q.efore'theold French -RevolutiOn when '

'le France got drunk with blood to VOIlllErime!™ . " e
Upon all sides can the signs of this be seen! It is, o thlS we
have pkiticular reference: wh~en'wespeak-0f the great demand
of the day."  This want is more preaching upon the evidences

of the Ohristlan reHgiOn-wmore sar,hest ,and, forcibl'o' exhibj~
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tion of thene-; and more'a'tt~ntion to,tbe practical principles'and
practice of our holy religion-a gleater, more earnest, forcible,
and'consistent [IXbibitfon of the great principles of the Christiau
refigion, , in the lives and daily conversation and conduct of
Chrslians. They must be indeed" living epistles,seen and read
ofall'men~" Wilbout this, their profession will be vain"empty,
hollow, and hypocritical! ~ Let every Christain gird on. al\
the Christian armor j and with the sword of the Spirit go
forth to batile in'the cause of the Lord of hosts.

" Gird on the heavenly armor"
Of faith, and hope and love,"

Let every Christian preacher and teaclier, with his armor
girde~ on, and the sword of the Spilit in his hand, bend' all
his efforls to stay the sweeping and increasing tide of vice,
wickedness and infidelity, that is threatening to spread oyer
our beloved country, like -theblasting Simoon of the Desert,
and sweep our holy Religion inlo the yawning gulf of ruin
and destruction!

Where are our old" soldiers of the cross,"” who have been
50'long hauling for the LOI'd of hosts, the God of our salvation,-
through the heats of summer and the colds of winter?  Let
them lift up their voices-" cry aloud and spare nOl;" *I
write unto you, falherB, be-cause-yehave known him 'that is'
from the beginning. I write unto 'you, young men,because ya
have ove'rcome the wicked one. 1 write unto you, little chil-
aroo, because ye have known the father. 1 have written un-
to you,fatbers, because ye have known him that is from the be-
ginning. -l have written unto y'ou, young men, because ye
arC',atrong;and tbe word of God abide~h in you, and ye have
overcome the ;wickedone. Love not the world, n'Cither the
things that are in th~ world, If any man love the worid, the
16ve of the father IS not in him. For allthat.is in the world,
the lust of the flesh, and tl)e lust of the eyes, and the il'ide of
hfe, is'not <;>the Fatbel’;'but is of the world. And-the world
p8sseth ‘away, and the lust thereof.: but he that doeth the
will of God abidetb forever."- This is tlie character, 'and the
'Only character. that-will abide forever-he that poes the wilol.
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of' God. Such a character.......embraced by thelle c.o~pt:ehenliiv&
word~-is .really the grandeilt and most sublime. in the Vai-

verse; a-ndwill stand the great and fi'~aljest in the. midst, oj

"the wreck of matter' and the crash of wurlds;"  Let the Qb.!"is-

tian never forget-the great want of tbe times; and nerve him-

‘self for the mighty contest with vice, crime,wickednes8 and

infidelity. Mote anon-on a k.indred subject.

° J. R~

Ay
LIFE AND DEATH.-No. 2.

(This article ~hould have been .rnblished in our last number, instead...
of the one there published, as that us No. il, ?nd this is .No. 2, in the
series.  Throlll'h a little carelessness.on  our part, in not noticin~ the con-
Fection; _and the wrong ‘n_umbering of these articles in the Evangelist,
[0M which we copy, heading'the one we published berore, "No.2:"
instead. of No.3 as it should have been, we fell into this mis\ake.

'D.T. WJ

No two words in the Bible are of more frequent oocurreMe
and deserve greater attention than these--lile and death. They
are at this time attracting very great 'Consideration, and llew
theories.are being built upon them. Fur many years the Uni-
versalilins have rummaged the Bible to'find some escfape tr9tn
" endless torments,” and they have kept the ministry and. the
editors very busy to al)swer tbeir objections. But still the
Bible. is a stubborn book and speaks plainly on'the subject' of
the dClath-the destruction-the punishment of the wicked.
After all that ‘criticism,exegesis, hew versions and much rhet-
oric on this"Subjecl have called-forth. the idea is qui te prevalent-,
that aftel"death, sinners will meet wilh a just aoo righteous
punishment from:the presence ofthe. Lord and the glory- of his
power'. Dr. Edward Beecher, brother of Henry W. Beecher
and 60n of tbe famous Lyman Beecher. a Calvinist and adhe-
rent of tne old Westminister, in order .10 account fol' -thejus-
tice of G.,d in the endless punishment of the wicked, ha~ rll'-
,sorted to the. old doctrine of the metempsycho.sis-oT  rather
the preexistence of spirits.  That the .souls of iDen'had I' for-
mex:existetlce; anQ in -that state sinned, and thlll,God hlIS,giY-
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et! them a new probation, in the flesh of ,Adlim, -to;secure what
they had lost in a former-state, and by- tht' aid of the go~pel,
to attain to a perfect life. But if they fail in this, .their last
sCate'will be wors.etban U{efirst, and adding to their preexist-
ent state, the sins of this life, he thi-nksthat the.y are justly
doomed to the everlasting punishment tbreatened in the Bible.
This is the best account of the matter tbat Ed ward BeMher
can give us!  Witbout any authority from the Scriptures, he
assumes -a pre-existent sinful fltate for the eouls of men, and
founds upon this bare assumption anargument for endless mis-
ery. How long “spirits ' were in that state’; wh~n..they
sinnedi an'd in wbat manner; w-hether they were puniohed in
that state or in wbat way, are matters cuncerning which he is
just as ignorant as in regard to their pre-existence. He be-
-lieves too in the Calvinistic doctrine of election whicli reads
tbus,-"  The sinfulness of th_atBstate whereunto man fell, con-
sists in .the guilt of AdaUl'~ first sin, the WAntof that right-
e.>usness _wherein he was created, ~nd tbe corruption of his
natUl'e, whereby he is utterly indisposed, -disabled, and made
opposite unto all that is spiritually good, and wholly inclined
to all evil and that continually."-Assembly Catechism,
Question. XXV.

"Others, not elected~ though they may be called by the
ministry of tbe word, and.may have Bome c:>mmonoperations
:f the Spirit, yet tbey never 11'ulycome to Christ, and there-
foce cannot be saved. Much less-can men' not professing the
Christian rel,igion, be saved in any other way- whatever, be
they naver so diligent to frame tbeir lives according to the
light of nature and to that religion they clopossess; and to as-
sert and maintain that they may, is very pernicious and to be
detested."-lbid  .» Ohapter X.

" These men, thus predestinaled and foreordained, are par-
ticuiatly and unchangeably deslgned, and this number is so
certain and definite, that"it _cannot be either increased or di-
minished."...;....OollJof Faith Ohap. 1l1I: .

. It ~ay possibly he the 'cas6, th!'t esthe (llect” in their pl'e-
-uis.tent Btated4ad not bee,nas great -sinnera aslhe non-elect.
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Perhaps lheywer"e 'only guilty of- some velltal offences, 'and ,in
‘eon8equence of whic'li tbey were p.ut in -tbe fi'€sh, 10" 'suffer a
Univer£alian- Hell in tbe present. life, with the certain' enjOy-
melit of eternal life. in tbe world ti) come! and that the non-s
~ect, having been incorrigible offenders, were 'lodged in 6ur
earthly tab'ernacles to pass through the same fiery ordeal here,
and with' the tbreatening of absolute 'and eternakmisery in the
bottemless prl. We must con fess, that this theory has notbing
in'it to commend it to'our reason, judgment or faith. A
more-sen~eless and baseles system of the divine government we
we llave not yet seen. This is " tbe 00nflict of Ages " It is
one of the legitimate fruits of the Old Westminster;  apology
for tbe endless punisment of men for « the first-sin of Adam";"

and avindication JO the cbjlracter of God ill witbliolding ,. sav-
ing grace” from the non-elect. But -asbo.ththe elect and non-
elect are-totally depraved, we see no reason whby all upon this
principle 'sbould not be saved or lost. But Mr. Beecher thinks
that it is impossible for God, with an infinite sense of "honor

and right,” to allow beings endowed with immortahty to enter
bpon an untried exlstence, with a "totally depraved" nature
and with such surroundings as must inevitably' plunge them
into sin, aad tben punisb them etnnally for what tbey -could
not avoid; and, therefore', he resorts to the dogma of pi-e-ex"
istence in a former wot'ld in which tbey ‘involved themselves
in such guilt and turpitude, as would justify God in punish-
ing, the wicked forever,- if tbey continue here In a state of'im-
penitence.  The 19reater difficulty'seems to be, why; upon the
assumption of "their pre-existence, he did not try and refoi'm
them befote they came into tbe bodies of men-and failing in
that, he'. did not punish them, as he did the fallen angels:

and still further, why he sent such” loth\lly depraved spirits"

.into such fleshly boidies, and with such-inevitable tendenCles
of-sin, and such awfully corrupt surroundings as " tbe.world.

the flesb and the devil!™  HII muslbave known the utter im-
possibility of salvation upon any known priuciples affecl.ing his
moral government. If tbis is the. best tbat can be sa-id.1nvin-
dication of the Div!ne beicg tu the punisLlIllent of sin'nllrs, wi



107

might as-well give it up. But here we have another proofQf
the folly .of setting up.our .philo6ophy in opposition to the plain
teachings o(God's<wor.d.  The limits of human reason ate not
recognized, by such speculators.  They plunge into the realms
cl faith, or rather. fancy, with such hel\vy weights and clogs
upon their bands and .feet;'that, bold swimmers as they are, th~y
musl inevitably sink." It is tF-ulypitiable to witness such des-
perate efforts to b~come wis/\ above what is written-; and to
indulge in speculations which b:we not one redeellling quality
in-them. In regard tothe pxe-existenee of human spirits, we .
have nothing to say. We know nothing on the subject, and
yet we knew as mucb as Dr. Edward Beecher knows in regard
to them. The fool and tbe philosopher are both alike here.
He has no data, anq | have none, nor ha;;anyone else. "The
Conflict of Ages" ruust have been produced in a terrible” con-
flict" with some non-diserepts, equal to that of Don-Quixott&
in his attack upon a wind-mill, supposing it to have been a gi-
ant. A.greater piece of knight-err-antry in theology we have
n<>seen for many days than this. We think if this distin-
gUished Doct<>twould carefully read the New Testament so ss
to learn what the gospel 1s, he would more usefully employ
hie time and talents in preach,ing to sinu!lrs, no matter how or
when they become such. Whether depraved or tottally de-
praved, everyone who beheves and e immersed;shall'be saved.
1'his we 'know:is tme flnd will h,urt nobody. Let him IN and
save souls, now, by directing them to Christ, by preaching
tbe word in s;eA'Son-out of seasOn. And when he gets into
the everlasting kingdom, he will know whether he or any oth-
er man ever had an existence. in some world tbat Adam never
lived in-of  which we have the strongest of doubts-a~d  con-
cerning' which, neither the Doctor or aoy one else has' a parti.
cle of faith, for the simple 1'el\sonthey have no testimony. |
have as ~od right to say that these pre-.ex.il"tentspirts former-
Iv had bodies,. and in theS'e they ,sinned ; ~nd that g\litea,num-
ber'of entities, they hall inhabited belore they took their abode
ill huru;an flesh; ...and .that after they,had been tral}sferred
to quite a number' otdifferent anlers of oreation, they, asa
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last ~xperilnent, entered into, us; and how many clangell,.-yet
await them no one knows. Wheneve'r a man begins to-specu-
late on a subject be.yond hi~ reason or his faith, there is no tel-
ling to what lengths he may go. Human life is too shop! ftlld
its duties too many and urgent, to enter into such a terra in-
cognita, and therefore the Bible never indulges, our curiosity
or gives any authority Or warmnt to'enler upon tM d'iscussion
of subjects,  wbicb neirher we nor our fathers kQew or bad
the means of- krJowmg.  When re~'eJatioll is silqgut we sbouJd
.be; and ~hile it is our duty- to be wise up to what iS,written,
we should be ~areful not tv be wlse I:.eyond it.

JAMES ORALLEN.

SYNOPSIS OF A 'DISCOURSE.

GEORGETOWNKY:, July 31, 1863.

DUR BRO. WRIGHT: | send you below a synopsis of A
discourse preached by a 13~ptist M~nister, not long since. in aJl
adjoining county. If you wish you can pu blish it as a spec-
imen of the kind 'Ofscriptural intelligence and logic that per.
viades a portion ‘If the Baptist Chnrch in tbis Slate.  The
preacher  took for hilY text Matth. 13th chapter 44th verse,
and considered his subje~~ under \he following beadings., '

TEXT: " Again, the king-dom of heal'en 1s li~e unto Ireali'nre hide in
g field; the which when a mun halh fonnd, he hrdelh, and for JOY there-
of goeth and selleth all that he hath, and b~yeth that field." s

Ist. The kingdom i$of inestimable. value.

9ndly. It is obtajned by seekillg.

3dly. No certainty of finding it when sought',

4thly. It alway.s will he found when sought aright. -«

behly. God must put-the sinner in the right way. He
cannot find it himself.

6taly. When. sought aright It will he obtaind. bu.L (he ile'r-
son obtaining it witt not' be certain of It

7ltbly. 1If anyone is certain that he has obtamed the king-dom.
that .certainty-is  good evidence that he.is mistaken. "
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"8lhly ..,When tbe. kingdom is.really obtained it can never be
lost or given awaye.

9(hly. If anyone has lost his religion it is proof he neVIIr
han it." -

,This last proposition certainly caps tbe climax. If a man
has lost a horse o1 a watch or a purse, it is proof he never had
dborse or watch or purse.  This' is as bad as the Lawyer's de-
fense in the case of the b01'l'owedkettle; < May it please the

,court | pTopose to prove:

First, tbat this kettle was not broken wben my client returned

it to the plaintiff, secondly, that it was broken when my client

‘borrowed it; and thirdly, that my client never had the ket-
tle at all."

But | said:r.oinment was unnecessary, and will hence com-
ment no further. Yours sincerely,
J. B. McGINN.

Fromltbe elll islian Record.
IMMORT ALITY; WHAT IS IT-I

Kind readers of the Record: | propose giving you a
few thoughts on this subject, aud- then leave the furtber
disc-ussion of it to wiser heads, and abler pens tb'm mine.

The- wO'ro, Immortality occurs ill the New Testament five
tim~s, .a~d once as an adjective-immortal. From a careful ex-
8111linatiorof, this wOl'd, in the connection in which it.staQds, |
hil'v.dong since come to the conclusion, that tbe popular defini-
tion given to it, is not the Bible definiton, or th&l it was -never
used 'by the apostle Paul (and be.is tbe only one thtlt did use it)
to convey the ioea of a never dying, ev.erlasting existence, eter'
nal, &.; bUl--altogethel'in' reference to the-resurrectroTl af the
righteous.  In Rom. ii, 7, it is something to be obtainlld by
8~eki-ngfor, and a patient continul\nce in well doing. It is not
8Qllletbin-gve have then, in this 'state of existence, yet accord-
ing 'to -ner (Wwmmon usage of. it, we could say tl'uly that
wv bave it, that \1(e h~ve immo'\'tal souls (spiritll).  ThiS
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shows that the pre~ent use of thig word is not fNat ~f,divine
inspiration.

,But again it canllol have. reference merely ~o-the r~surrec'
tion of the dead: for Paul says there shall bea resurrectio,n of
the dead, both of the just alld unjust; this, we ~ill. .obtain,
then, witbout seeking for. There must be then, souu-~,pecur
lair ble~silJgin,the word Immortality promised to the just"that
will not be given to the unjust.  In order then -totraee.up "lis
blessing. and the grand idea of Immortality, we will notjl16
I-Cor. XV. 051,_ The apostle sgys of the sain~s, that "wll.shall
~not all sleep, but we shaH all be changed in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump, for tb~ trumpet sball
sound, and the dead sbaH be raifed incorruptible, and'we sball be
changed.-  For this corruptible mus't put on incorruption, and
tbis mortal must put on immortality. By tbis we learn tl~at
immortality begins at the resurrection and not before.

In the pbrase ¢ Tbe dead shall be raise~ incorrutible, eethere,
seems to be an allusion to all the dead both good and bad, tbat
the bodies 'of all will be incorruptible. not subject to decay,
or perish any more: hence tbe wicked-will be fitted to endure
eternal torment, and the righteous eternal joys.

Again, tbese two pbl'ases, e 'fhis corruptible must' put on
incorruption, and tbhis mortal mu~t put. on immortality, ~re
connected with tbe idea, that we (the saints) shall all be cban-
ged, not only ha.ve incorruptible bodies but immortal bodies.

, As this is never affirmed of the dead in general,Jmd only pf the
rigbteous, tbereforeimmorlality — must be incompar,ably greater
than incorruption.-Our ~ Lord had an incorruptible  body-aft.
er he rose from tbe dead; it appeared just us -it di'd ,before;
the great change had not yet taken place, -that constitutes J.h$
peculiar blessing, sum, and .glory of immmor!ality: tbis
was however faintly shadowed to Peter, James and Jbhn on
Mount['abo)."~13ut is fully deleniated by Paul in 1 Timothy
'Vi: 16, ~ho speaking of Christ, says, " who in his times shall
show who is tbe.only ;Potent!!le the Kin~of kings. anciLp.rd of
JLord's who onlJy hath immQrtality, qwelling, in the light which
PP milJl (of earth) can approach unto,: whom'no £ueh mall
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can look upon.,; hhink Paul knew thi!'!f"om experience, wh,n.
the. Lo:'d appe.'l~edto.hi'm on his w~yto Damasqus. So, {helt
ourglotiiou_s Lord and Savior is the first born from the
d'ead, and 'tne only one tna,t,bath' immortality, the Trinitarian
gloss on le'rim. i. 17, n)t~itbstanding.  An.d i rejoice to know
tn,t immortality,a  change frorq m:>rtalpaleness, defor~ity,
end c;orruption, to beauty ,~}'mmetry and celestial glory, a body
like. Chrlst'E\ g16rified body, fitted and prepared as fit compan”
ious for God and ang.els-the sum and substance of the subjec~.
under cOllsidera,tion-has been brou.,ght to light by the gospel.
| think we may say that Jmmortality is not pl:edicated of Go~
nor angles, nor of the souls ,spidts) of men; but only o( tpat.
. which was once mortal. That in the f\criptual use of it, it
rifers to a change of the mortlll body, to a 'Ipiritural glorlfied,
body like our bleRsed Lord's.  That it presents to our m-~n4s'
the grandest- perceptions of the fut}ire glorified state of mor~Il
th~t the human mind ,can grasp. May we all li.veso we may'
obtain it. I. G. LOWE -

PREACHERS  AND PB.EACHING.

,Theory for the physlcan, but PRAC'I:!IcEfor the slck."-lIfaxil7,l

WiB'our preachers never leal'll wisdom?  Whben will tbey
cease pr-eachingall the time 'ontbe theory of the IJhristian re-
ligion, to the neglect of that on the practice ?-some of them,
not all, we ,mean. ''When tliRcurrent Reformation began, we
bad need of mu.ch preacbing on the tMory,. ,astge minds of
the people' were filled with the multitudinous ‘errors of
sectarianism, in its tbousand forms and Protean shapes; and,
as far as tbe true principles of the Christian religion are.con-
cerned, were \.nada:I'knessalmost as profound .asthat of heath?
enism, aDII their miTl~I$iad to be emptied of tbese errors be-
fore the tI'Uth could find entrance-had  to be disposslissed of
these demons: or, as-Lord Bacon 8ays of the errors of s<;iellC,e,
in his great work the Novum Organon, of these ee,idols of the
~en."-fqr.  as David says of the word.of God: e The m-
irfl:nce of thy, word {liveth LiGHT: it giveth understanding tp
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t~eJ~imple." He?ce tnt" pr.eaching ‘'and writing,  neees~ry"
6rst, on the theory of religion', or wbat was generally termed
~ifirl\t pJincipIM." as faith, repentance and baptism.

But th~ gospe'l of Christ llas been preached in its purler
throughout  the -length- and breadth of the tand, during the last
thirty ye~rs, and the, pr~sB has teemed WHb publications in ita.
I'ropa~atli>n. itlustl'ation and' defence. It ba~ be~n assail~d'
with 1\'1ibe' power, venom and malignity nr a host of the besl
sectarian talen't tn the la.,d, ba<rked 'FIfldsustained by almost un"'
limited means, w'ilh popular setJliment in their favor: and has
lloo,d the test like adnmant, and come ou't brighter and bright-
er from evel'y assault made upon tt. lience there is not that
necessity’ now that tbere wis theri, for preacbing so much up-
on the 'tdeol'Y uf Christianity, or on the nat'u're and character
of faith. re~nlance, b8plism', operation ~f the Holy Spirit, tHe.
'We do not Sily tbar ITleresb.uldbe  no preacl,lildg dn these sub-
jects ; as there are maAy persons yet, in afmost every part of
.the oountry. who a,re still blinded with the errors of sectarian-
iBm, and tbere are also young pers(I'ns growing up, who have
not had the religou5 education which they aught to hve r~
ceived-have not been ,. trained Ilp in the correction and in-

str.,ootwn of the Lord-." An occl\Riol)al discourse,  therefo~ .

ON these sucj-ects, is n€cessliry  fOr the bea,(jfit of such classes
of persolls,- And, whenever it comports ‘with (he preacher's
titibject, or-can be ,introduced incidentally and in connection
'Wi'th it,11e~can'linude to: them,sia(e, illustrate’ and edlorce them,_
in the ~ame manner that side isgues are (reated in a publio
d,jecussion.  Hut tLis is,very dilfere,o~ frG.)mthat" everlasting"
harping upon tllem, 'which Some of out' preachers unfortunately
are in tbe habit of. With such itis faith, Fe"pentance and bap-

ti'sm l-repe~tance, laitb and:baptism! !.--baptism. fait.h and re-
pentance! !l~all' the time; as if these were the very soul and
41.ssence of religion! They can ring as ~any changes upon

t,hem as thEjSwiss Bell-nngers  on their bells! Not- thl;tt VW,
-are disposed to underrate these subjects at all. We wish not
to.edtract a-particle fl'om theit- impor.tance; as we fqllyadmit
iJ.. .aul" w.ew.lsh, lh~m, t9 occupy' thC:p,laci ":here the-y belonjtf,

tr
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mtd thnelatfve  position t~ey'hb-rd in“the~Chrjstian €CONOMY;
We fully admit, thai without them all;' lio ml}ncan become a
ti'isciple of Cbrist; ~ince, "without faitl~ it is impossible t(\ple~
Goll;'1 "except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish; "God oom-'
rnands ;:11hAnevery where to'r~pent j* he thal believeth apa
is baptized shall be saved «......"Repent and be baptized eve~y o~
of you, in the name of Jesus Cilrisl, for the remis8,ionof ,in;"

' " Arise, and be baptized, and 'y;ash.awa..y thy sins, call1Di
aD the name of the Lord e .,

It i~ not the preaching so'much Onfalth. repentance. P;;p-:.
lism, operation of the 'Holy 'Spidt, etc. to which w~ oDfe~t..aa,
to preaching so tnITCh on their nilture, character. etc. w;hich.
‘though sometimes necessary I'odisabuse th~-minds of those jo..
error oo these sirbj~c'ts, slioufd nev~r constitute t.he b~rdel} 0l
preaching on these theme's, as is too ofrenlhecase. It is me'~
aphysical prencbing. on 'tbese subjects, to I'Lich we object~
Aud bere comes'in the maxim, which we have prefixed, as s
tel:t, old this alticle.:. "Theory for tEe pbyeicil\n, but practic .
tor the sic~«"" The liumap farpily is disease,d with sin, iiu,:,
lick, and:'needs a remedy to -heal them of their moraT diseasea-,
and restore them to spiritmil life and heaith. 'Fhe Lord'
Jesus Christ is the Great physician; and has given us liretp-,
edy from th~ Materia Medica of Heaven. 'in-the :word of God,.
which, when applied in the order there presente~, never failt
of effecting its cure. As was once said by a ~el~brated man,
indeed the master human spirit in thiB Reformatiyn, ALEXA.
per CAMPBELILin one of his' celet>1'I\tec: Extras" to tire Mil,-
knidai Harbinger--and  that too, we beli'eve, in'~onnection with
the quotation of the ‘above mN\llim- it is nQtthe preachH1~9'
melapbygical discourses on_the natur'e and cbaracter of faith,
repnetance,’ etc. that convertcl the W{)rld'to Christ, ‘and mak s
them his disciples. 'To ind1lICepeople tv oelieve u.pon Christ,
WE must present to them the'6bject ofthat faith, the LORD JESv!
aHrisT as the Swior of ml\nkind and tbe great sin-offering for
the sins Of tbe w:~rld,in his miraculogs con,ceplio:;, his birlh.
I\fe~character, .as" God manifest in the !lesh,” bis ,miracillil’,_
ilaa.th,. resurreetion\.and a9Ceo6ion.~ W;~must nresen.t the. e,,'



idences on- whic}l the Christian. re-Jigionis based, in a olea~
pe.rl,Ipic~ous)forcible manner, tha) their fai~h may ,}lave sopb:-~-
thing substantial and permanent, on which to re~t; and not ~"
a traditional. thing, ,as)s too of~enthe case, received f~(m their
encestors, Qrsomething de~ived frJm the c.ommon conse.nt of
~ankind-what  p~rhaps we mi~ht call" fashionable" faith-
tnat it m.aynot be the mere, bare 3Si:lentf the mind t6 th~ fac~
and tr,uths of the Bible-a sort of 401d, "speculative” faith";
but a living, active principle. controlling mind and body, an~
leading the subject of it to obey all the commapdments of God.
S'uck is the character Of true faith. It takes th6 heart of mall
thrQj1~h the Citadel of t,he understanding; and br~ngs all hi,1l,
thoUghts, sentiments, affections, feelings, actions, into sub-
Serviency to the will of God. Polk e.the poet~ ‘bas well ~e:
Icribed it, and in doing S0 he has" hit off" a certain class of
pre'agll_ile.ra: S '

' "Faith was bewlidered much by men who sought
To ma~e if plain "e....
A though! so rudimenta~and so pJain,
That none by comment could it plamermal{e,
All fallh was one. The f,;ith that saved a ~om),
Amd ~hjltwhich in.lhe common truth belieTed,
In essence were the' Eame.-

Hellr then willat faith, true Chrislain fait) that,brought
Salva:tion was- '

Believe in all' that God revealed to /nen:
Observe 10 a)lthat. God ~evealedto wen.;
In all that he commanded, said,
Without,exception and without a doubt."
So too as to repentance or reformation. It Js not PY. preach.
Jlog metaphysical discourses on the nature and character Q[
repentance, that men can be induced to reform; ,but lea-
ciDg before them in the most powerful and.persuasive manner
of 'which we are capable, the' motiyes-to reformatiOQ. Aa
faith ~equires eviclence to pr?duce it, S -reformation ~equirea
motive.-So  also ‘as to the operat\on of the holy Spirit. It is
not by preaching metaphysillal discourslls oil the, naturll of
that operation;tbat ~heSpirit operates ;'but, a's.theword of God
is the instrument by which His Spirit Qpe~~.tek~ 'nen. it).
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by the preaching of the word, ~nits' purity snd witli eame'st-
lless and power, that llhe operation 'of the Holy Spirit ‘will be
'telt; for the IWword of God is'the sword 'oHh~ Spirit,!" alld
-reliving and effectual, and sharper than any two-edged s';'ord;
ieparaling to the dividing assunder of soul and spirit, [the
.snimal and intellectual in man,}and is a discern,er of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.” And we mayals6 rematk
here, that the operation of the Haly Spirit on an 'individual
is in proportion to his faith in the word of God,by which His
Spirit operates. In the last phc!;and by'no me.ans the leM!
.mportant, in order for the preacher to effect good by hi.
Jireachinr, he niust be in-earnest ; and let his a~dience see'snd
Ceelthat heisin earnest.  This'ls a matter that we cannot pres,1l
With too'much- force on the p-~eacher's attention. He must
believe and feel bimselfwhat he'preachell” with all his suill,
~ina antl heart; a0llhis audience must, see and' feel that lie
does. He must forget self, and what the audience may think
of him in his efforts; and must Mcome abSol'bed' in his sub--
ject, to tbe-exclusion of every -thing else. Like the Savilor,
whom he is preac9ing, lle must feel\the fun force of tte €X-
ptession: " The Zeal.of thine-house hath eaten rge-tlj{)!' )
L H.

FRUITS OF UNIVERSALISM.

BRO. WRIGHT: I (am not a polished ‘w~iter ; but 1 eon-
eluded that a few 'plain facts might not db>a~yharm to a think-
ing community, upon a plain Bubject,-one of every day t81kr

aying mortal.

What are the fruits of the te'lching of tJniversalisDi upon-,
the moral man? 'rbe teaChings Of that illm, is, that there is
no punishmen't lltter death, (Christ snd his apostles teaoh
that theTeis,) they (the univertlalist) teach that the body ~d
snilid receive in~:this life, the pu'nishment for all the wrongS
committed.  We will admit thi't the body and ~ind do recien
o certain de{{reeof punishment .» The body is governed by



"[litttaill .physical |_aws;al\dwb~n those laws are violated, tM-
~I' must suffer. and while .the body suffers. the mind mus'
suffer also. ~ow if, the law is vi<rlatedthe penalty is-attached
and inflicted. The pe,lI<lllyfor the viohtion of tlie physical
la" is disease, pain. apd temporal death. Now the cop-
lg.ieDoeor mind of man suffers even w-hil~tbere is no dis~
o1 p~in ; am\ theroeis a.cause .for tbis. or QImses: <rneof tbe.
eauses is th.is, ;w:bile the man commits de_eds contrary-to the
epirhuallaw of God, bis consck\nce will smite him and he
ean,not' rest day oor, night, until bel has done -tbe required
,deeds of the law, unless his conscience bas become s~red
oy the reMmmiting of .the .flame or similar acts, and he 8o
hardened tbat-he neither 'fears,God Dorman. '

Now what leads to this "I It, is simply such tea~Wngr e
that ther.e'is nopnnisbrneut after .death. tl~at Jesus djd Doa
~ean what he taught. that he tha.t believed n(\snould be
damned. Then preach to the people and -get Ih!)plto beHeft_
tJlis doctrine, and you license the, mind to (Jommit all SOrt,
of orimes, wit~ no other repulse than tbat of tbe scorn. of the
eomQlunity. But just let _the wbol~ community imbibe tb.
dootrhte lirat aU-will be saved. whe~her they repent or-no~
and what will be the result?  Of course we \voult-lprogrea.
on and o1 till, like the heathen, we would becoQle a set .1
tl&vagebeasts.

I will bere give an instance of tbe result of su(j~ teaching.
sOme-years ago, ~lived o the little village of Gillespie ;. while
there were but few inhabitants, th~ good and Gog-lovin'g and
Jlid God-fearing people! a people that had been taught thal
be th~t worked the work of righteousness. shQ,uld be saved.
kept all tbing~ straight, and kept those annoying, dirly, sin.-
making tpacbines ca~l1ld.groceries, o drinking shops, entirely
oot; and the s09iely 'rag, praised by all who vi9ited the
place. But is the town increased, a cOl)Im,orhall was-built fo,
the aocommorlation of all den,Qminlltionsand pUQIllcme:e.lings.
The Alethodis!l Baptist, and Presbyterians all preacbed. Bu'
at.18llgth, there came a migbty expQu-nderof the worq of God
oailiDg himself.  VniversaJisl, _No_w-~ociety .,asu abo~e4
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&ecribe,d., Well, the migb ty man be~an to.preaol;land i~ le~
Ch@ six months, his followers, the rabble of the to,WO¢laimed
‘d~ys out of the month; cutting tbe Bapti~~ 'minis'ter out.
In.~be course of time the ,place hegan (to increase in all kinds
,0f wickednesll tbat pould be thought of, They would attend
4dhurch on Slind;y' and listen to the Inig~ty expounder,- a~
‘Iten leaving; tbe house cursing and B~earing" .woJild }'eurn
W the deflant resorl!l,of wickedness, such as gambling hOllies,
4r|Dk|ng shops billar4 table~, &c" &c.
, This mighty expounder Pl'o.gl'6sseduntil ,Gillespie was al
much noted fOTwic~edness arrd i~mol‘alilY as, it ~Jid been_J~
piety and cbastity before his miglJ'l'Yd~Il'ine ,was p.reached~
WeH, the place had now become as corrupt apparenllyas it
was possible for5t to bl,Icomeln this enligh.thened land. Well
it so happened that he bec.ame the champion of the whole land in
his own estimalion ; he challenged the wOI1,6f.man)lind to suc-
~e8sfuHy refute his migbiy doctl'ine; and one John S, Sweeney,
Joung in years, but mature i,nmind, acct>pted the cballenge
~nd stot:med, his castle wilh the magazine of God,.fQrf"lurdays»
&Dd.~roV'ethe mar, out @fhis fol't. His mighty do.ctrine tha.
had s\Ink .the wwn .iulo almost entire ruin, .eanjsbed ,before
AC!,V.gJohn like winter S~IOWhbefo,re tbe, summer sun ,; and
t.be ni'ighty ODebecame so very hUlJIblethat but feYV,daysSl9uild
him in the town, He leftand the place w,asredeell}ed. ,the
yor!l. of God preached in ils puri IJ. a.nd tbe town became onot
,nore Plotal. And now only foul' yeal's after,~}letown bas i,m-
pro¥ed in POpullltionand in. morals, st tbat Ibere ar6,n,0 dog-
ries, no gamblinf{ bouses in the p~ce. .Three, ,congregations
Ip.e~treg,ular; one fine c,burch ~as !:leenbuilt: and anotber-.ill
progress. ‘fhe .doctrine, of Unlversal,Salv&tion is no ,longer
Iteard frpm the puh~it~ although, Mr. Manford came. o~er to
,Redeem the 10j)l,be failed; tbe word of Gog had taken deep
root, ~nd he soon' gave up bis project.
, Now can any man help seeing the evil eff~cls of sucQa dog-
ma?  All such 'dogmas must vanish .befo,rethe word of God,
;~rll~n:Ql1\ndlely young Johne. A very interesting inaiden.
~ place afler t~e,debate closed, that is too good to be losl,:
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¥ou6g John's father wall present: 'Rnd after John bad nailed his,
AnOrgonist,to-ihe wall,' another of .We same I:ltnipgumped up.
and chanllenged young John : but the old man' caBed to 'his
son, and said, "John, I have spent too much pains with'y,ou.
for you to throw your amunition away upon such small gallle
a8 that." What a cutter that wa&. The poor fellow climbed,
down and was soon'lost' sigh t of in Lbedense crowd. .

Now (or all this glorious success, God is to'be praised for
‘givin,gas good and glorious a plan 'of sgqlvation .aswe are in 3(Qs-
session of-one that leads the mind onward-and- upward 10
that clime where all who have done his corrtmands shall~meet
,st~part no more. May the Lord bless h'is people.

H. H. MITCHELL.

- For 'the Christian Pioneer.
STUDY OF GOD'S WORD.-PART l. "

By W: w. 'stacy.
T

The Bible isihe ~Bookof'GocY,and bence, is divine: and f~
a treasure of inestimable value. It is the only book,that ‘gives
us any certain light' from heaven; and by it"ivelearn that Jesua
'is our Savior. who brought life and -immortality to light «
AndthTou~11it we Jearn'that there 'i., in reserve for the trlt.
'taints an ttnfading inheritance. glory and imperishable riches
‘and the enduring grandeur of immortal, life. '.Fhro~gh th.
blessed 1500k we recei've the glad tidings an'd-glorious facta
bearing on the present happiness.and eternal destiny of the hu-
man'Tace.. Yet many who profess to be in Christ's kingdom
-seldom read the Bible: and many who have a'superficial'knowt-
etlgjlof it, imagine themselv~ssufficiently acquainted with itJ
con.tents for a holy life, and herrce rest content withOitt further
readiug, Wondrous delusion’. .Intense study of it for a"life.
'Litne ‘would nol-exhaust its foundat'rons for more "thou'ght and
study, nor make a man perfect in the knowledge of the Lord,
attainable through the Bible. And)his profession ofknowing
enough and of being satisfied with their .present ‘attainmé'llll,
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IIYggests the idea that' t~ey have but little revereo'C8.for GQIt.
and little love for tbe sublime an'dglorious themes in the Bible,
"wnich are the unceasing wond'er and admiration of angels,
men, ?andaU the rankA of heavenly powers. The aged Rnd
most gi fred, elevated ar.d holy of all God's chlldren have never
been satisfied'wllb their >knowledge; and while contemplating'
... th holy awe and love the glorious themes'-of surpassing-sub.
limity and beauty, have paused in, profound admiration jnd
broke forth in words of prais'e and tbanks'giving, and confess-
ed, it as the ‘greatest book on earth, as indeed it is, for it is'di.
Tine, hence it:is faultless, and by it we recei've the mJnd or
God.in relation to our duty and eternal destiny. It tr~ats.or
eter.uallife---"of eternal salva~ion from sin~aDIl of tne love,sur-
ferings and death of Jesus. And wbat to the weary heavy laden
'‘Bonsand daughters of men is more interesting,more soul-reviv-
ing, soul attracting, tban these themes,. which have been for
~ightE\enhundred years the wonder and admiration df men
nd angels, who attuned tneir. golden harps anew'and sang a
new-song when themysteries of redemption were made known.
ll-ethi'nks tbat, tbe glorious treasures, peace and happiness,
promised as-the reward of the saints, -would-conlifrllinall to
earnestly and constantly read and study tbe Bible that they
‘lllight .make their calling and election eure, and be-better pre~
pared for tbe enjoyment of the glories, honors, felicity and ce-
lestial beatitudes of the immortal state '; which the eaints seek
brough.the mercy, love grace and condescension of God, ill
-=.nd.through their relation to Jesus Christ, which relation they
have obtained through faith and .obedience, belllg made partli-
yrel's of the divine nall;~e. A careless reading of the }Vord~or
-God, will not ensure a correct Imowled~e of it, nor oCthe wiS-
dom, goodness, glory and grace of God. from 'Whom originat-
ed the. wondrous scheme of 'redemption from sin, and'tecon-
-cilil\tion o,fman to God, by the death of Je,sus. How many
are tbere ",h0 think salvation means eternal 1life, instead of
. Ivation from the slavery of sin. How can any one-who
-knows,not the meaning of the term, rejoice in the glorioua
blessing itdeecribes. i hiny living in ignorance of the true
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Import and design of th death of Christ, feel none o tD.Olllt
glprious elevaling, soul-!,ubduing,  boul-reconciling influences,;
which the death of Christ exerts on the minds of those Wh.
correctly estimate the death of Jesus, and who have re~lized.
theeffioacy afHis death, Blldexperiene'ld'~he ‘glory of reCOD-
~liat.ioll ,to 'Go«.. Which gIQry il\ the joy alld song of theil
lins.. Christ, it is said In Ihepropbetic word, would coip’
~d save ,men flom theit, sins: and lhe word of ~alvation bM
reference, when used with the word faith of repentance~ to
e |V8tion from sins~not eternal life; yet many .." hope they
are 81lwed or. will be saved after dellth." But the true sensib!-
s int rejoices that he is E'aved now-saved fro  ~in, a-~dh-~nce,
he, lives a new life in Christ, not subject to the bondage
ain. He is free, and rl'joices in the fl'eedom of the cbi/drea
of Gad; wh~" will ma<ke.free all wh-oreceive Christ. If man i.
-reconciled to God;, be wi,),Jellil:jce it by love for God,. while bee
(ore his hellrt wns opposed to Him, and will [I'lti\e to'~bel
llim.in all comma~d8, and \V.illlive-afler the ~pirit n.ot after tb,
fleeh, as wben in bondage t.Qsin.. Those wh.o take a- wrong
‘fiew of the words salvation and re~onciliatioll will not rejoice
in freedom from sin as the. blessing promised C.I understood.-by
that word, nor willtbey s<trive to purify themselves fron18in.
This placing salvation at the j.udgment day dt.es I-licalculabl.
nil, iL i~'too far off for effect on many. ‘'I'bey do not perceive
that they m.u-stbe made free feom sin now, nor that they m9'
rejoicoin  the presen~ lialvation, and hope fbr life eternal asa
eonsequence  of the. first. ~And .so with many otber terms of
acriptur,e. On~ | beard say. t-llat man could nol be holy oJ
pure in time, but would be ,purilied .at death; and there.aN
many in tbis notion, and quote Paula words I Rom-~ns to
prove .it-and hence they do not fear to do some sins thei,
lllsts lead them to, and which 1hey cannot conquer wilbou
divine aid., and wbich they seek not, and bence receive not.
This ie ~ soul destroying  error. Remember  you must bt
ml&defr~e frpm 'lin~ 111 Christ's  E'trengtb conquer, thoggh,all
urth.oppose-congquer thy sins or lusts, and, be a true, fl'.
iun in Ohriet, who is purer  There. are many who Dev.ir ~:a:-
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erieneed  the fact that man is reconciled to God 'by the death
.f Christ and such nllver meditAte upon the love of Ged e
.sho Bent the Saviar for the redemption of man from 8in tha'
-he inighllive  in God's favor. aud ultimately obtain life eternal.

Many do llot feel that they ale (JOW,heirFl of the unfading in-
heritance, ami h,euce they do not rejoice in their present glori-
ous relation to Christ -1111is placed in the future, and benoe'
the,: bope they will some day be preparerl- for deatll-tbey

hope to be beller before they die; llence,in the apathy ofindiC-
(er~nce to tbeirdestiny  they contentthemselves",f)r t.be-pre8ent
in some degree of sinflliness, willfully smning, boping-they  will
cease after awhile and serve God so earnestly.' But alll8, that
time they never will re,ach. for death COl>lesto th'Im unawareBi.
To-day if you will belll' his voice lllirden not your heart.

Many never seek tbe 1I0lv Spirit, yet without his .pre8ence.

-purifying, strengthening inlluence in the heart, no man ~ill
eTer realize in the bearl', the ever joyous hope of immor,lality,

\flor e:xperience tbat peace and joy 1n.the spirit none but true
4hiiptaiJ,s (eel.  The glories, privileges. ble8sings lind right8 01
the eblistali life,llre regarded by some in a worldly, selfish light.
and such feel no grliti tude to Chrisl, :nor look Coward throug h
a life of love and self IlbnegatHIn, to the glories to 'be revealed
_when Christ eumes.  The redeemed rej.oices in Slllvation frora

ain, And remc:mhers'the  price of salvation. CareleEs .Christain,.
do you,remeP1lber that your salvation from sin cost the life-blood
of the Savior of the wortd? Your joys, rights and pl'lvileges,
pleasures and hopes of life, arE! purcba~ed (or you by Jesus
Christ who 8uffered and die~ for you. Has the death' of
'Christ awakened wup the heart and caused i~to beat, in barmo~
111 with eternl>l love, and reconciled thee to God, and brought
you to the feet of Jesu~, wilh a faith that works by I<\v.
~ndpurifies the heart.  Glorious rewards are for the redeemell-

+— (¢
I1-The D~vil can quote Scriph:re for hi! purpose,”
e id Shakspeare, the i great poet o(nature ;" lind that' pur--

1lgg€ WIIS10 mi8quote, pervert lind miEappiy it. Are tb.
pteacbers  who now do the same thing. and for the same pur~
pose, Q-od's preachers, - o1 the Devil,s preachers? Who 1i.
UL.i~u illustrioUB " prototype? a
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DANGER OF DELAYING CONVERSION. ,
No.2.

Many pe'rsons. we'doubt not. purpose in their hearts, to de"
lay conversion until old age, No less dallgp.rous, in OUl'esH-
mation, is this purpose, ,thanis the expectation of being eon.
‘<\onvertedos; the bed of death.
¢ 1. Connected with the purpose to defer turning to the Lord'
'nntil old age, is sometbing exceedingly ungratefuland wickec:1,
if not base and despicable. Itis using the grace 'of, od -asan
occasion of sin. It is as if one would say, "Lord thou hg\
ereated me, -and preserved me, and hast sent thy Son t0 're~
deem me." Thou bas:t given me all tbings ricbly to enjoy'.
T.by mercies have been more-numerous than tbe dew.drop8,
whilst my sins have been red like crimson, and beyond my
power to enumerate. | will therefore serve "in, and despiw
thy mercies, and trample upon thy authority: ‘and when:!
llhan have spent a long life in the service of sin-when  I'shall
be injlapable, by reason af many Infirmides, and the v~ry small
portion of time which will then be allotted me, greatly to'glori.
fT'God, or beoefit my fellow-men religiously, 1 will turn to
thee, and give thee my worthless self!" It'is p-robablethat hu.
man language is not furnished wiChwords or epithets sum-
‘diently exprElssive'to delineate tbe turpitude, the damning ma-
lignity ~fa purpoS'e, thus to prostitute ones powers Ilnd"op’
portuniti~s to sin and-Satan, through life, in the hope of con.
veraion in old age, jo

2, But it bappens, with sucb persons, gegeraHy, as mighs
reasonably be expected. How few attain to three score years
and ten? .'What multitudes die' before they have .attain,e'dto
thi'rty, or twenty, or even to ten years of,age?  The wmber
of aged persons,’ at anyone time living on the earth, 'is indeed
emall, fearfully small, in comparison with the number of youl!g
persons, or infants!  In the ratio .in which the young excee..d
in nUIpber, the aged, do'probabilites multiply, ill'any, and eve.
ry case, in which a person, may calculate on conversion in old
age, that he will never live to be old', and consequently, will ney-
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e.rbe c::o,llverted., AnQ would it not be just in God, awfully, bJlt
gloriously jU,st, to cut short tbe days of an ungrate(ul cre'lture,
who should, against light, and the convictions <;3fis,con~cience.
a~d ~he'llttra(\lions of matchless love, and the terrors of the
Lo,rd, deliherlltely :calculate to procrastinate, the work of turn~
ing to the Lord until the eVilningof his life?  The answer must
be in th,e,affirmativA.

. '3, APPI11linghowever, as ~re the'precedingconsiderations,
ther,eis another tbl!tis n9t less appalling-,-tbat  but few aged
per80J1sare converted!  This hel\venly cbange is mostly con-
fined to the y-oung, Few and far between are the instaoces
in whicl)'enfeeble,d. and wrinkled. and grey- haired sinners.con .
{ess,the Savi,or, and bow theil' neC'lto the yoke of Cbrist. The
'bearjs oft)Je young are tendel’, their memory vivid, and their
~hQle, morlll nature su~cept'lble. Not so, the aged, ~ The
,powerS of the brain,"” as a cArtain writer has elegantly Jaid',
ufil,ilwiLbyellrs. the s8mesbflcome-dull, the spirits e.vaporate,
the'blood chilJs in tbe veins,and n eloud of darkness envelopes
all ,the fa'lultiese. Hence the dullness of aged person8:
hence the difficulty of receiving new impressions: hence the
return of.ancient objects: bellce the obstinacy jn their senti.-
ment~: hence the almost ulliversal de~ectIn knowledge and com,.
prehension. ' If w~, therefore, defer the acquisition of religion
tillage has cbiHed ,tbe blood', <>bscuredtbe underst?ondin!.!enfee.e.
bled the memory, confirmed pt'ejudice and obstinacy, it is al~
.most impossible t~ be in a situation to acquirethllt information
without which our religion can neitber be agreeable to God,
afford.,us solid consolation in affliction" nOTmotives sufficient
against temptation.”

" 4eeIf in youtb, or middle age,whlln all our powers,pbysical,
menttll, and moral,areunenfeebled by age: or ifin the morn-
ing ofHfe, whilst our sinful habits have not gained their great-
_st strength, we find it difficuh to turn unto the Lord, what
may we not anticipate in the .way' hindrat)ces to conversioll:
when our heart and brain s.han~beshrivelled and hardened by
age, when our h~bits of e~il shall have gaineu al).~theirterrible
atrengtp.,.their giant-like domini()ll over US.,and ,ourcha~ac.te.r
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hall be'ayed" frightfully black.by ten tbousand ilrlm'e,rsiot!8,fir,
.in? Will not our Napa"bility (;)fturning to the Lord, be dj,;.
,minished 'in the l'alio of our increased ment~l and moral de~
terioration  or imbecility! No proposition is more- obviously

-true? How"then,  ought the sinner to tremble, lest even H
.@od should permit him to li"e to old age, be should then,
:with the-earth crumbling into tbe grave, from beneath his feel,
Imve less religjous feelidlg than \vhen iu,youth:  6r be lite th.

leoPl1-rd,incapable of changing his spots, or the Ethiopian, hi"
akin!

5. Put-, now; together, what we have written on death-bed,

conversionS'. and on defelTing the turning to the Lord~ till- old!
‘age, and we have a casll, which is, without. rational (lont roversey-,

most alarming. How strange!  O! bow strange that men will,
thus peril their souls o1 place their eternal inteteSls in infinite
1'opardy. How strange that for the evanscent pleasures ‘'of sin.

--for the mere gewgaws nnd rattles of adjiing wodd, they will.
barter away their souls and heaven 1 'Puus-to act, in regard
to any temporal intel'e~t, would be a' mark.of aN unsound mind".
How strange that men shonid seem,emulous to pluck rlown dark,
ruin upon theil' own heads!  -Salvation iil offered them  with-
‘out money and witbout pri~e.  G<rd beseeches them to be re-
eonciled to bim.  The gospel exJlibits the man of calval'Y~.
-willing. ready, able to 1ss1s.  Tohe terrors of tbe Lord roar in,
the ears of the sinner, and-tde lighttrirrgs of divine anger play
around his head.  Butstill he stands ucmov.ed; H~ will no'
come to Christ ... RI'l will come on adeath-bed., or'he willcom.-
in old age. He willnot* call upon hlm while he is near. ;"

be will not ~'seek him while he may be found 1" ~ Take he~d-.
linner,le"t "he laugh at your calamity, and mock when vyoQ-~
filial' cometh.™ A. RAINES.

THE OFFERINCfS OF ABEL .AND, CKIN.

Among all the incidents and 6venta recorded in the,~i
~ament.,aDd referred:o  in the NilW:. there are nonfl!Ub.p'
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1e8s' understoo~,  tb'In tl:e offerings of Able and Cain., W.
ate told by Paul tbat " OY faith Able offered unto God a more
xcellent sa~riff-ce  than  Cain, by wbioh he obtained
witnes!!,that he, was righ'teous, God testifying o.f llis gifts ;!'
but what was tbe cha-racter of hiFl- sacrifire that ma<le it mon"
acellent, and how: he ohtained witne~s; and how God testified
o~ his gifLS, are things WIllich pel'l:aps very few have ever
I'efleeted.upon,  0oj' understood. Holding tlle principle or sen-,
timent, tha-t we should endeaver to understand COl'l'e.ctlyevery'
part of the word ofGod, and weigh well in our minds tb.,
Import of every word al\d, sentence in ~he Bible, we proceed oo\
give what we ,conceive to be a saLi"factory ex,planation of the.se-
things and a solution of -the difficulties COllnected, with the un-
derstanding  of them.

We find tbatlsac'rifice seems to have been introduced  Rucl
Instituted by God himself, immediatelY' after the transgression
of oudirst parents, and the introd-uction of sin into the ,world.
We infet' tbis. first, from theneeessity  of it'to remove the guili
ofsin, and thug,enable man to mantain a character for holi-
Dess and fit communion with his Oreator; and, second, from
the fact that God clothed>our first parents with the skill ohni-
'Llals, wbich must have- been slain for sacrifice, as man' wall
not permiHe,d to ea>tof' animal flesh until after the deluge.
And as there must havé Been a place for making the offering,an
altar o~ something of th~ kind~' we lealll too where tha~ WA
located-:-where  the Lord" placed at the east of the garden of
Eden 'Oherubim~, ICnda flaming sword which turned every
flay, to guard the way of the tree of life."  The correct ren-
iering ot' the original fa!' thia'flaming sword turning every wa-
is 'said bygeod ‘'Hebrew scholars to be a, " flame folding back
upon itself, »o1'a" bright infolding flame' of fire, "'wbich seems,
(TOm the expression, to bave been always playing, like a foun-
tain of water continually thrown wup, or always flaming IUpin-
lhat infvlding manner:  while the Cherunims were winged an+
gelic beings of a particular character, stationed there by 'the'
1.9rd to indicate his immediate presence. Wherever  we find.
tb~mi as in. the Mos~ Holl Place' of the Jewish tabernacle ,aDd:,
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Temple, they indicate the place where God communed and
communicated with man, and where he was to bring his offer-"
ings to the Lord. ence it is said of Cain, after he had slain
Able, in reference to this place eastward.of the garden, that
he ¢ went out from the presence of the Lord.” Tn the offers
ing of Able, we have the kind of sin offering which God re-
quired, ¢ an arimal and the fat thereof,”” and no doubt of the
kind termed ¢ clean animals,” wbich we find pointed out
under the law,and with which distinction the antediluvians wera
acquainted, as we find from the directions of the Lord to Noah
a8 to what kinds to take into the ark.

Now as to the mavner in which these offerings were made
at this place. It seems that the Lord showed bis accep-
tance of them by consuming them, probably with this infolding
flame of fire ; in which these Cherubims might have officiated
in some way, as they were not mere representations, like the
golden cherubims in the Most Holy Place of the Tabernacle,
but seem to have been real, living creatures or beings. Able
having faith in God, and being a righteous, holy, God-fearing
and God-serving man, brought the kind of offering God re-
quired, placed it at the proper place, and God showed his ae-
ceptance of it, by consnming it. It was thus that the Lerd
bad respect to Able and to his offering : but unto Cain and
his offering he bad not respect.”” Why not unto Cain and his
aoffering 2 Because he was of a wicked, rebellious, disobedi-
ent character ; and knowing the kind of offering the Lord re-
puired,instead of procuring it, as he could easily have done,-
because he was ¢4 tiller of the ground,” he *“brought of the
fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord,” and
that he had not required, and of which he showed - hias
disapprobation by refusing to conseme it, and thus
rejected him and his offering. It was thus. by ma-
king the right kind of offering in faith, that Able offered un»
to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, and that God. tes-

tified of his gifts by consuming it, and that he obtained wit-
-ness that he wag righteous. Ia illustration of God’s thus con-
suming sacrifice, we have some two or three cases in the Bible
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On the occasion of Aaron’s making an offering for the children
of Israel, (Lev. x. 23, 24,) weare told that *“ Moses and
Aaron went into the tabernacle of the congregation, and came”
out, and blessed the people: and the glory of the Lord ap-
peared unto all the people. Aud there came a fire out from be-
fore the Lord, and consumed upon she altar the burnt offering
aud the fat: which whenall the people saw, they shouted, and
fell on their faces.”~—In the case oi Gideon and the visit of
the angel of the Lord to bim, (Judges vi. 11—21,) we bave
another illustration of the Lord’s thus consuming sacrifice.
Gideon requested.a sign to show that it was the Lord who
talked with him, or, in other words, he wanted his words con-
firmed by a miracle; and as the angel was sitting out under an
oak tree near, prompted by true hospitality, * Gideon went in:
and made ready akid, and unleavened cakes of an ephah of
flour : the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a
pot,and brought it cut unto him underthe oak,and presented it.”
Then the angel told him to ** take the flesh and the unleav-
ened calies, and-lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth.
And be did so. Then the angel of the Lord put forth the end
of his staff, and touched the flesh and ihe unleavened cakes ; and
there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and
the unleavend eakes.””—And again, in the case of Elijah and
_ the false prophets of Baal, when he put them to.the test.” Eli-
jah built *“an altar in the name of the Lord, and he mades.
trench about the altar, as greatas would contain two meagures
of seed. And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock
in pieces, and _laid him on the wood, and said, Ifill four bar-
rels of water, and pour it on the burnt gaciifice, and on'the
wood. And he said, Do it the second time , And they did
it the second time. And'he said, Do it the third time. And
they did it the third time. And the water ran-round about
the altar ; and he filled the trench also with water. And it
came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice
that Elijah the prophet came near,” and prayed to-'God ,
we are told, ¢ then the £re of the Lord fell, and consumed the
burnt racrifice, and the wood, and the stones and the dust, and
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licked up the water that was in thertrench. And when all the
the people saw it, they fell on their faces ; and they said - The
‘Lrord, he -is the God: the Lord, he is the God.”—Hence we
can justly infer from these examples, that the Lord manifested
his approbation of Abel, and accepted his sacnﬁue by consu-
ming it,

We are informed that when Cain saw it, “he was wroth,
and his eountenance fell.” - His will was thett no doubt good
tomurder his brother Abe] there, when he saw that his saeri-
fice was accepted by the the Lotd, and his own rejected ;’* he
would doubtlessly have done it, but he feared the vengeance
of God, and that he might be consurmed by the fire that con-
sumed Abel’s sacrifice. The Lord said to hm: ¢ Why art
thoa wroth ? and why is thy conntenance fallen ? If thou
doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ”’—if you bring the right
kind. of offering, and offer it in faith, and with a holy dis-
position and a righteous characier ?—‘*if thou doest not well,
sin lieth at the-door.””—Cain would not slay Abel there, as
we have said, but waited until they were away in the field to-
gether,where Lie thought that he wauld not be seen by the Lord,
and would escape his vengeance, when he raised his parricidak
hand and slew bis brother! Aund thas took place the first
murder, in which the oldest born on eartl: imbrued bis hands
m the blood of the next born, and he his brother ! —But 'God’
let him koow that he saw 'it; and ask him where was his
brother Abel, when he insolently replied, «“ Am I my broth-
er's keeper 2" God then told him thas the voice 'of his broth-
er’s blood cried to him from the ground—cried for vengeance
on Cain. And this s the reason why the blood of Christis said
to speak- better things than that of Able, which called for
vengeance, while that of Christ pleads for mercy.— It ia then
said that «* Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and
dweltin the land of Nod, east of Eden.”” " Ha was either
debarred by his erime from appearing any more at ‘the place
of sacrifice, and driven away to be a fuiitive and a veagaborrd
ea earth, or Lis wicked and unholy drepostlon took him away";
28 John says of him ; For this is the messags that ye heard’
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from ‘the’ beginning, {hat we ghould love one snofher. Not
as Cain, who was of (hat ‘Wicked one, and slew hig brother.
And wherefore slew he him ? "Because his’own works were
evil, and his brother’s righteous.” o
‘ - o J. R. H.
I vo= G I
) From the Millennial Harbinger fr 1858, ~
“SITTING IN PRAYER.

Onour recent tour through Ilinois and {Iowa, we were no
little shocked in witnessing whole congregatious, with very
few exceptions, sitting in the act of prayer. We,.on the first
impression, wondered whether they were gcepties or aotual
unbelievers. W could not think that any gentleman would
sit down to address a king or an emperor, to ask a favor of him;
much less could we think that any Christian man would sit down
by a deliberate act of hisown will, to address ¢ the King: of
kings, and the Lord ef lords.” Besides, we havein-the Holy
Bible, Old Testament and New, examples numerous, definite,

“"and most tmpressive,of patriarchs, prophets, priests, and kings
—prostrating themselves—bowing their persons, falling upen
their knees, as David the King, and Paul the'apostle spoke of
themselves in their attitudes of praise and prayer. We are, in-
deed, commanded ** to glorify the Lord with our bodies,” as
well as with our spirits : for both- bave been redeemed by
Him. - - - o

To see a congregation of professed believers sitting in the
act of prayer, gazing around ‘them as in a theatre, or in a pop-
ular assembly, convened on somse ordipary ocoagion, exhibiting
« wandering eyo and a vacant mind, is a heart-chilling, and »
soul-paralyzing spectacle.—In my journeyings, 1am serry to
gay, 1 havesometimes entered 2 Christian synagogue, usually
ealled a «“ church” or & Medting-house, the people sitting, and
the speaker standing, and speaking to Ged in tones, attitudea,
aad gestures as though he were sormonizing on somse sptguh-
tive theme of thealogy, er discussing some dootrinal Wesig
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with metaphysicsl precision and logical exaciness, in periods
and cadences of measured time and rhetorical etiquette.
-With the_chaste, insiruclive and eloguent Cowper I would

ny — . : :

“ Would I describe a preacher, such as Paut,

Were he on earth, would hear, approve, ar.d own,

Paul should himself direct me. -1 would trdce

. His master strokes, and draw fram his design.
I would express him simple, grave, sincere 3
Indoctrine uneorrupt ; ir: language phin,
And plain in manner ; decent, solemn, chaste,
Angd natural in gesture ; much imperssed,
Himself, as conscious of his awful charge,
And anxious mainly that the flock he feeds
May feel it {00 ; affectionate in look
And tender in address, as well becornes
A messenger of grace (o gui'ly man.”-—Task, Book 2nde
Thls iz not.merely good taste, but Christian propriety,.

sad good manners. But, alas! how few appreciate and prac-
tice it | Prayer, however, and not preaching, nor teaclring is
our present theme. But do not these senliment(s apply in spir-
it and design to prayer, not in the closet especially, but in the
public assembly ! There s, indeed, a pervailing bad taste in
preaching,-teaching and in praying, as well as occasionally in
singing. the praises of the Lord. Standing is a Divinely sanc-
tioned attitude in both prayer and praise. In the solemn as-
semblies of the saints of all ages, stendingup was a prescribed
attitude of congregaltional devotion in both prayer and praise.
" From the days of Abraham the father of the faithful children
of God of all ages, standing, as well as kneeling in prayer, and
standing in praise were Divine institutions, and the consecrated
usage of maintsin all ages. Abraham stood before God in
prayer.—QGen. xviii: 22-22; “ Abrabam stoed before the Lord ™",
aod interceded for the righteous in Sodom and Gomorrah..
Agsin, in (Genesis xix: 27, reference is.had to the .place
where Abralam ** stood before the Lovd.” .. And again, Leviti«
ow4, ix : 6, according to. the command of God—:all the
camgregation - drew -near and . sfood before -the Lord.” - And,
agaimewhile Solomon was, blessing, ‘/hecangregation of Iseael:
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atood” 1 Kingé, viii: 14; 2ud Chronicles vi. 3; vii™'e.
Nehemiah, the reformer, said, ix : §. ** stand up-and dless the
Lord.” Jesus said to his diseiples, ** when you stand praying,
forgive,” Mark: xi : 25. ‘ ' o

Kneeling in proyer, from the Hays of David; is noted as »
proper attitude of prayer, Psaltx xev: 6, be says, let us kneel
befors the Lord our Maker. Solomon, 2nd Chron. vi: 13—
«kpeeled down on his knees” in prayer to God." Daniel
kneeled, three times a day on hisknees before the Lord, Chap\.
vi: 10. Jesus himself kneeled down and prayed, Luke xxii:
41. Stephen theproto-martyr kneeled when he ‘‘cried with'a
loud voice ”—- ¢ Lay not this sin”’ (of my murder) to their
charge.” ¢ Peter kneeled and prayed,” Acts ix : 40; and
¢t Paul kneeled and prayed ' Acts xx: 36. And to consum-
mate in the strongest case, we learn, Acts xxi : 5 that Paul,
with concourse of men, women and children accompanying
him from Tyre to the ship, when they approached the shore
they all kneeled down, on the sand or pebels, we presume, and
unitedly with Paul besought the Lord for a safe voyage for
him to Jerusalem. ) _ ‘

Standing in worship is also consecrated. Nehemiah, the
great reformer of Israel, said to his people :—>3tand up and
bless your God forever.” Chap. ix: 5. Job gaid—** I ery
unto thee and thou doest not hear: I stand up and thou dost
pot regard me.” < And when you stand praying, forgive.”
gaid Jesus. Mark xi ¢+ 25. The publican (affirmed the Lord
in his parable) ¢ stood, smiting his breast—afar off and said:.
God be merciful to me a sinner,”” ““He went down to his
house justified,” but not'the Pharasee. " They both stood—in
the right attitude, but their hearts wete not alike. Angels
either stand or fly. They never sit.

Sitting in devotion, or worship is mever acceptable to God,
unless in such cases as God may have made standing impos-
sible, as in the case of the lame, the maimed, and the para-
lytic. Christians are commanded to glorify God in their whole
'personhlity-—body, goul, and spirit. Every member of eur
body may become, or be made an instrument of rightsousness
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heving its fruit ta holiness and happiness—the end of which.
ismternal life.. Life is always active ; death alone is wholly
passive,

Sitting worshipers,are lazy bodles, kneelmg worshipers-ars
in good keeping with-our present personalities, and are, there-
fera, acceptable to God so far as they correspond with him in
spirit and truth. If angéls cast their crowns at the feet
of the Lamb of God, we may afford to bow our persons in the
dust before him. There are no sofas in the heaveas for the
aristocratics of the skies. Let us then, humbly worship at his
feet, in spirit and in truth ; for God only seeks such and such
only to worship him. , A. C.

— -

A MOST VALUABLE PUBLICATIOH.

Tre Eupratic Diacrorr : Conlaining the Original Greek
Text of the New Testament, according to the Recension
of Dr. J. J. Grieshack, with an Inler}meary Translation, in
which every Greek word is Literally and Grammatically Con-
strued, a3 it stands in the Book: a New Emphatic Version,
Based on the Literal Translation, the Labors of the most Em- "
inent Biblical Critics and Translators, and the various
Readings of the Vatican Manueeript (No. 2209 in the Vatican
Library) ; Together with Philological and Exegetical Foot
Noies and a Choice Selection of References ; to which is Ap-
pended an Alphabetic Appendix, Containing all the Geo-
grapbical and Proper Names Occuring in the New Testament,
with Difficult Greek Words and. Phrases Critically Examined,
the Whole Forraing a Complete Gmde to the Correct Read-
ing and Study of the New Covenant,

This valuable work is publish in pamphlet form and in
pumbers at 20 cents each, or $ 4,00 for the entire work. It
is'decidedly with us one of the most valusble and important
publications we have ever met with. The orignal languago
89 used by the Lord and his holy apostles, and in the precise
manner as recorded by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, is
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given, and underneath each word is the plain English word
expresssive of the Greek word above it. Those who may not
kave studied the Greek language further than the ' alpha-
bet and the first principles of the Grammar, will receive incal-
culable advantages from it.  Address Benj’amin “Wileon,
Geneva, Kane County, Illinois. D.T.W. -

,__‘_______\_.....—-—-—-'——

NEW TRANSLATION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.
BY HENRY T. ANDERSON. :

* Bome of our readers may rotbe aware that Bro. Anderson
has his translation about completed,while others may not know
that he has been making one. Well such is the fact, and the
the work is now ready for the printer, and 8s soon as'a sub-
cription sufficient to defray the the expenses of publication
can be obtained, it will go to press. Specimens of the transla-
tion have been published in the Review by Bro. Franklin ; and
in March last, Bro. W. H. Wiyckoff. Corresponding Secretary
of the Bible Union, proposed an examination of this transla-
tion through the colomus of Review, which was acceded fo on
the part of Bro. Anderson. And the comparative merits of
Bro. Andsrson’s translation and that of the Bible Union also,

_has since been -undergoing a critical - examination. The dis-
cussion is too lengthy for publication in the Pioneer, and we
have to content ourself with this brief notice. of it, together with
the following from the pen of Bro. J. W. McGarvy. in a late
number of the Review. D. T. W.

Bro. Frankuw:i—]I have” just discovered brother Auder-
son’s advertisment in the Review, calling for subsoribers to
his New Translation. 1am delighted Lo see it, and to know
that we may soon see a translation of the New Testament from
the pen of one of our own brethren. ‘

Until brother Anderson began to publish some extracts
from his work, I knew nothing of his qualifications as a trans-
lator, and was not disposed te give him credit, except as he
should prove himself worthy of it. But he bas steadily, from
the beginning, inspired me with more and more confidence’int
his ability, especially since the discussion sprung up between
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him and bro. Wyckoff. He has certainly achieved a most
sigual triumph ie this discussion, and given proof that he can
maké a better translation than that of the Bible Union.
Whether he can make one which will win its way into general
use,cannot be known until it is tried. But of one thing I am
‘entirely confident, that it witl be a most valuablé addition to the
Iibrary of every brother. I hope, therefare. that the brethren
will all eubscribe for 1t.  They should remember, that instead
of costing them the notless than $100,000, which they have
given (o the Biblé Union, # has Been gotien up by the almost
unaided labors of the author, and comes to them ™ at its mar-
ket value as abook, Indeed, it must be cffered at less than
its market value: for how can a book of 459 pages be sold
now at $1,00. T know that brother Anderson bas accom-
lished this work under hardships and selfdenials, such as™ I
Eave never kuown any other man to endure with eguanimity.
He has coucentrated his entire energies to it for several years,
during a greater part of which be has trusted evtirely to Prov-
idence for the daily bread of a large family. Such industry
and self-sacrifice in pursuit of the truth deserve reward. They
certainly will be rewarded hereafter ; but they ought o be re-
warded here by at least a comfortably support for himself and
family in the decline of life which will soon be upon him.
Will not every brother who loves the cause, and wishes to
see Gtod’s own truth in the hands of the people, at once make
an estimate of the number of copies which can be sold in his
neighborhood, and. pledge himself for that number? You
may set me down for fifty copies. Most fraternally yours,
. J. W. McGARVEY.
Lexington, Ky., Aug., 15, 1863 ,
: -t
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Lexinaron, Mo., Aug., 22, 1863. “

Bro WriceT: It may be a matter of interest to many of
your readers (o know that we have recenlly had two very sue-
oesaful meetings in this county, one at Republican rosulting
in 17 additions,—15 immersed ; one at Dover which re-
sulted in 48 additions,~—42 immersed. Bro. Palmer and I
conducted the first, and bros. Plamer, Gains aod myself, the
other. To the Lord be all the praise. S

Your bro..in Christ, . - T. .P. HALEY.
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Cumn.ircorae, Mo.,” Aug., 24,1863. "
Drar Bno Wricar: Bro. W. H. Robinson, of Saline Co.,

and one of our best preachers, held a meetmg with the Church
at Hurricane, in Carroll Couniy, commencing on the 26th of
July and ending on the 30th ; the result was 29'additions,—
2 from the Cumberland Presbyterians, two from the Baptists,
two by Jetter, and 23 by confession and immersion, There
tre now to the best of my memory about 160 members belong-
ing to the church there. - Bro. Robinson has been preaching
for them occasionally about two years, and once a month for
the last four months. He has built up the Church there ; and
if he continues, -will yet do great good. To the Lord be
all the praise, Your Bro. B. F. BABNES.

Ersom, Davis Co., Ind., Aug. 6, 1863.

‘Dear Brotesr Wrianr :  On the 3rd Lord’s day in July
& large concourse of people met under the grove just west of
Clarksburg, to hear our aged and well beloved bro. Eld. Joseph
Wilson preach, in bis usual sympathetic style, the funeral of
my brother, J. T. Hastings, a notice of whose death was-giv-
en in your excellent penodxcal At the close of the discoursa
1 confessed her faith in the Lord, and 4 were- added to the
eongregation by letters of commendation.

On Friday following Eld. J. T. Littell, who resxdes near the
*Burg, commenced a meeting and on Sunday your humble
writer went to bis assistance, where' we continued to preach
snd exhort to large audiences day and night for more than a
week, closing (he third inst ;—and the result of our labor was,
£6 were added to the saved, 20 by confession and immersion,
8 by commendation, 2 from the Baptist and 1 from the Old
Chnstam Oder ; these added to the 1 and 4 above make in
all 31,

This, brother anbt was oue of the most happy meetmga
that I bave attended since my return to o =Ind. It being held
{n the town in which I was prmclpz\lly hised ; and on or near
the very spot where I have spent many' &n hour at study and at
play ; and several of those who confessed the Lord Jesus
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were my old comrades and some my own relatives. Truly it
was happy to stand up before them to talk about the doctrine
and kingdom ofour Lord and Master, and exbort them to an
obedience of the faith, then giving the invitation see (hem
make their way through the dense audience to confess the Lord
—and now where once we mat as school-mates, we meet as
citizens of the kingdom and patience of Christ dur Lord.
May God Almighty bless these young converts and all the

true Israel of God, is the prayer of your humble brother.
Z. 8. HASTINGS,

‘Preasest Grove, Livingston co., Mo., Aug., 15, 1863.
Drar Bro. Wrienr : 1 wish to add anotlier to the list of
reporfs-from the brethren, Assistad by “bros. More, Dowm
ing, Perkins and Hendrickson, I held a meeting of 9 days at
Goshen meeting House, in Mercer Co., commencing on Fri
day preceding . the first Lord’s in this month, and the result
was 24 additions to ‘the Church, {8 from the world, 3 from
Methodists, 1 from United Brethren, 2 from the Baptists, and
2 by commendation, making in all as above stated, 24. The
brothren were much rejoiced, refreshed and: en(,ouraged
The citizens of Goshen ptame are a kind and generous people
At our subsequent meeting at Oak School House. in the
same county, the result was not so encouramno‘ but we hopé
there was much good done. "During this meélf’fu it rain moet
of the time which caused the audiences to be small
1 bave 13 names to send you for the Pioneer. Bro.Wright,
the Pioneer is a good work and wotthy of patronage. I feel that
Tam doing a good work when aididg in giving it circulation.
The brethren will (ertamly apprecmte its worth, and sustain
you in your noble and praise-worthy labors. Every brother
who desires to be instrumental in {he promotion of ‘original
Christianity, ought never to refuse 1o take the Pioneer. May
God bless your efforis to do good.’
Yoursin Chnst ‘ J OSEPH F.DAVIS.

, Gnonemown, Ky. July 30, 1863.
Dzar Bro. Howarn: As it may beof interest to your rea:
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Jors in the west toknow how the cause of Christds progressing

| in this section, I bave concluded to report 1o you the success

| of the past two montbs. I give below the names of the churoh-

#8 where the mestings were held, the names of the preachers
snd No. of additions,

- Churches. Preachers. Additions.

- Grassy Spring, Bros.-McGarvey & McGinn, 4.
New Union, Bro. Lard, . 13.
Berea, Bros. Lard & Gano, 9.
Newtown, » TLard & Gano, 5.
0ld Union, » Tard & Gano, 21.
Mt. Carmel, »  MecGion. 7.
-Leesburg, »  Lard, Gano, & McGinn, 18.
Georgetown, " TLard, 9,
Autioch, » McGarvey, McGinn, & Grubbs, 11.

_Btamping Ground, " Lard, McGinn, & Tandy, .13.

——teds

Total, 110.

" fPle above additions have all been made since the third
Bunday in June, and the churches named are all within an
area of twenty miles of this place. The brethren here seem
to be awaking from their lethargy, and determined to make a
mighty effort for the Lord. May this be the case with them
every where. Yours sincerely,  J. B. McGINN.

———a

Xrxia, Kansas, Jhly 29, 1863.

Bro. Wricnr: We have just closed an interesting meet-
ing near Mapleton, Bourbon County, resulting in the addition

of 12 to the army of the Lord. The brethren in this county
are forming themselves intd a missionary society to send the
gospel into every part of the county; and, with the Divine
blessing, we hope to be able to report the most bappy results
from their eo-operation. -And O may our kind Father enable
wa to work and faint not, until there shall be no tongue to ad-
¥ocate the cause of sin or sectarinnism. Yours truly,

* ROBERT MILNE.
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Rock Bruer, ‘N, T., Aug., 24, 1863.
Bro. Wrigar: There was a meeting of ten days held st
this place beginning on the 7th inst, by bros. Tate, Watson and
Dungan, which resulted in 29 additrons to the church, 22 by
confession and immersion, and the others by commendation.
Among those added were some prominent ones from the ranks
of the sectarians. It was truly a glorious vietory for Chris-

tianity over sectarianism.  Your bro. in Christ,
&. 8. ALLEY.

J—
On Saturday the 22nd ult. Bro: B. H. Smith of St Louis,
commenced a meeting at Trenton in this county,whieh he con-
inued for 10 days speaking mostly of nights. There were 30
additions during the meeting,~21 by confession and immer-
sion, 2 from the Baptist, 4 by letter and 2 restored. Bro.
John O’Kane of Leavenworth, Kansas, came tn on Thursday
and conlinued over Lord’s day.and added much to the interest
of the meeting. I had the pleasure of being present and par-
ticipating in this truly interesting meeting during the greater
part of time. The Church there is much encouraged, and the
prospects for good are as promising as I have ever seen
D.T.W.

Larrata, Mo,, Aug., 18, 1863.

- Deagr Bro, Wricnr: DBro. Minter and myself held a four -

days meeting at Bear Creek, Macon Co., Mo., commencing
on Saturday before the 4th Lord’s day in July, and ending on
Tuesday. We obtained 13 additions, 11 by commendation
and 2 by confession and immersion. To the Lord be all the
praise. Yours in hope of a better inheritance,

AMOS BARNETT.

————

Lixcorn Co. Mo., Aug. 25, 1863.
Dzear. Bro. Wrignr: Al my time is devoted to four con-
gregations,—-have baptized many during the last two years,and
‘the cause of Christ isadvancing amorg us. Five have been

]
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y
added recently to the Churchat Hickory Grove, in, Warren
Co., and several here at home. ~ .

I want to raise one kundred vames for the  Pioneer,” not
Jfor your money or friendship, but simply to do good.. Breth-
ren here hail its monthly visits with delight, coming with its
warm heart filled with celestial counsels teeming with affec-
tion for humanity, and ever encouraging its readers to remem-=
ber that « It is appointed unto men once to die and after death
the judgment.”l  Fraternally,

D. M. GRANDFIELD.

‘Ersom, Davis Co., Ind,, Aug., 25th, 1863.

Drar Bro. Wrinr: During a meeting of five days, at
Port Williams, Lawrence Co., Ind., including the third Lord's
day in this month, conducted by our age and sympathetio
Pioneer Preacher, Eld. Joseph Wilson, one was united to the
brethren by commendation, {wo were reclaimed, and seven
confessed their faith in the Savior, of whom four were immer-
sed in White river during (he meeting and the remaining thres
wers to be on Lord’s day fowllowing.

It may be interesting to the readers of the Pioneer to state
also that at this meeting, bro. KrLus Bex, of the congregation
at Port Williams, having heretofore shown himself *“a work-
man approved (hat needeth' not to be ashamed,” was set apart
to the office of the Christian ministry, by fasting, prayer and
the laying on of hands—Elds. Joseph Wilson, Lewis Kera and
myself acting. Fraternally, ’

: Z. 8. HASTINGS.

¢

T——
ORITUARY.

Tor the Christian Pioneer.

S . Near Papucua, Ky, August 14h, 1863, .
Brrovep Bro. WrioHT :~—Again have I taken up my. pen to record
the -death of a dear and beloved child ; and I haveta do it with feelings

o2 the deepest and: most heart-rending gharacter! Oh,my dear brother,.
i.js hard for me o bear ‘the severs bereavement!: I feel that it hasal-.
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most brokgn my heart' Having lost my 'dear, beloved, devoted wire, the
mother of I my children—and, [ expect, a*kinder, better, more affectionate;
devoted mother never lived—having lost my beloved daughter CLAUSEL-
LA last year as you know, % dear to me as. the apple of my eye »—now ¥
have to record the last, the severest, the finishing blow of all, the peaTh
of my dear, my beloved, my affctionate, my devoted son, WILLIAM B.
Howarp! One week ago he was alive, moving and walking about, and
in apparently as good health as usual<~now he lies cold, stiff, inanimate
and.still in the silent grave, by the body_of his sister! Dearly beloved
by, and devoted to, each other in life, their bodies are companions in
death ; as I hope and trust, their spirits, disengaged from the martal clay
that clogged them on earth, happified and glorified, have soared away to.
the realms of bliss, and joined that company % which no man could num-.
ber,” that the apostie John saw, in one of his Apocalyptic visions on the
isle of Patmos, clothzd in white, with pa'ms in their hands, singing the
& song of Moses and the Lumb »—there to soar over the fields of Heaven,
with them and angels and archangels, ard the-seraphs that burn around:
the throne of God!

This is the third time now that Death has come, and borne away one
and the last of my litlle family circle, thatIonce had here on earthl
Firstmy wife, then my daughter, and now my son !

“Insatiate archer! could nof one suffice?

Thy shaft flew thrice, and thrice my peace was slain!”
Yes, bro. Wright, my dear, my beloved son, WILLIAM, whom yot
once knew so well, is now no. more on earth! This morning, the 14th
day of Augyst, 1863, he breathed his last, after a severe illness of nearly
six days, of congestive fever! If rest be more sweet after severe and
long continued pain and sickness, scorching fever and insatiable thirst,
then must his be sweet indeed ? ¢ If the rightcous diey. there is hopein
his death.”” ¢ There is a rest for the people of God.””- ¢ Blessed are the.
dead which dic in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that
they may rest from their labors ; and their works dJ follow them.” What
consolation have we here, in these words of the Sacred Volume, when
those to whom they can apply, that are near and dear to us, are taken
away by death!

The deceased was born on {he 26th day of March, 1839, in the little
town of New Concord, Callaway co. Ky.; and consequently was 23
years, 4 months, and 21 days old, wlien he died. He was susceptible of
religious impressions from his childhood; and obeyed the Gospel of
Christ early in life, being baptized by Eld. Jou~x C. WALDEN, at Padu~
cab, Ky. in the waters of the Ohio River, when in the 15th year of . bis
age. Anditisa great consolation to his father, az well as to his relations
and brathren who knew him, to knew ‘hat he lived a devoted, consisfent
CunistiaN, fond of reading us Biblejin which he genveally redda chags
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ter every night before retiring to bed ; and devoted most of his reading
on Lord’s day’s to the Sacred Volume. ‘And every night, on retiring to
bed, he never closed his eves in'sleep without praying to God—thanking
Him for His mercies, asking His forgivness, ai.d imploring His protect-
jon, favors and mercies. Added toithis, he was also in the habit, of say-
ing his prayers every morning, after awaking and before rising from his
bed. He was religious from principle and habit, and not from mere
form and ceremony. And his religion was not by fits and starts,” as.
is the case with too many professing Christians in the world; but was
of a firm, consistent, permanent character. He read the Bible to learn
what it contained, and the will of the Jord 3 and having ascertained:}is
will, to obey it. His religion wasnot of that flimsy charaeter, with
which we too often meet, which causes too many in all ¥ churches ”—in
fact sometimes tlie great body of < professors? (rather than possessors)
in a community, to be carried away by the prevailing excitement of the
times; but was independent and extraneous of all such things. His attach-
ment to the religion of the Bible, and his endeavors to carry it out in his
daily conduct, life and character, seemed to increase with the years of
of his life, as they rolled away.

Though gifted with only ordinary powers or faculties of mind, he pos-
gessed guod and amiable qualities of hearl to compensate for all deficien-
cies in that respect; being kindly disposed, good hearted, affectionate,
and trustingly confiding. For years he had been my bosom companion
and confident ; to whom I couid trust any thing, without fear of what I

wanted kept secrel being divulged, or of any confidence or trust of any
kind reposed in him being neglected or abused in any way.

And never have I knowa a more dutiful, obedient, affectionate son, one
more devoted to a parent, and ready at all times when in his, power to
minister to his wants, comfort and convenience. But few sons thought
more of a father-than did he of myself, giving an example of filial affec-
tion too seldom met with ; and this was often manifested by his great so-
Jicitude in reference to me, and his efforts, whenever necessary, todo any
thing T might ask or require of him,

But his eyes are now closed in death, never more to be opened until the
morn of the resurrection, when he shall arise from the dead, at the bidding
of the Lord, with a ¢ spiritual body,” clothed in the habiliments-of glory
sud immortality. But, Oh, bro. Wright, how distressing and depressing
the thouzht, that I shall never more behold him on earth, and never
again hear his ever welcome voice to me, us in his Yife. -Oh,itis hard
to bear the thought—it is difficult to realize the impression—that my be-
Yoved son, so lately alive, and, living and moving about, is no more; but
ia lying stiil and cold in the icy‘arms of death! Ob,bro. Wright,how

- great has been the shock, how afflicting and heart rendering the bereave-
ment] Howhas it overwhelmed me, and weighed; down my very sout
to the éarth t* How dislressing (he thought, that he who should liaye



been the stay, the prop, t~(' solace, ofimy pe~lining years, should be cut
dow:n by, death, in thtt vr;ry. mO~I'ling, the prime, ,of life! Oh, bro:
\fril;ht.  bro. W~9ht, hQ-~can !',b;ar up undel it 1 'lI'am wow lef! alon.
~ "With none to' mourn me,.' s "
~ol),e w~l,omJ can mourl~ In., .~

Where it nllt fOT the consolations' of reliltion - that my son was a'cHils-
TIAN, IliJd lived aild died as one-l  could not bear UP underH. His sult~
~rillg6 were ~[eat, but he is'now relieved of them; and /(one 'where pain"
and suffering, and death, n;-ver come! . Therp 1) Imp,e 10 meet ~ith him,
Dever 'more to be seldJarated; but to enjoy !lis society; .with themillioD5
of I e redeemed, ,made.~lorious and happy, forevel' and ‘forever!--Btit 1
must bring this tQa close. The reader will pardon its length, as' it is
among t!J~ last 'tributes of affection lolby be,loved son 'l, To God be glory
bonor, and ~dominion, thkugh  Chiist our'Lord, fore\'er' and ‘forever'
Amen. 1. ft.-H.

1

Wi,e truly sympatize' with our belGved brother .Ho:war~. The hand
of afiticlion has fallen heavily upon him:; ~~t amidst ,all of it, there il:
amch to give him consolation. HIS family is broken up ,qn e<\rth,. but
unired ill Q,eaven,or will be,S{J,wben the Lord shall cald for him'J The as-

. suran~e  ~f ~eet'in~ the loved ones again, where death ,and separation
will be no more, is sufficient to reconcile Usto the ills t~ which this mor--
tal life is incid~nt.."..sufficient to strI'n'gt,him us against' their :depressing
weight and aid us to look above thelJl to' brigbter scene,s and happier daya.
than earth has'ever kpown-and this aSSllrance our beloved brother
Howalid .has. Ih tt'i; (he Lord has' givell ,Il;irn abund'anl consolation.
Dear alii'dintereslil)~ as Qui families ar" to 1)3 here on~ earlh, yet they,
have,to die! and to die in thp Lord-t~ die the dcaUi df Ihe nlthteous,
should reconcile us.for,ever to the temporary separation, To appreCiate
this ,y~nsoJ~lion, Inirk ~ow widely, different woul,l be onr ‘fel'lln~s and.
the'stale  of our mm~, shoidrd tbey die tlle d~ath of:. {he wicked, the pro- '
fanl' and the unholy.  Under such circumstances we ™ (uld say, O Ihat'
they ,had died iu. infancy! And while.we li"e in' the flesh, the 1'Qind anri
heart WO\lldbe filled wilh lhe most' bitter .feelin~s~ at~the th{)u~ht that
some 0] o'ur loved ones are banished forever hom hcaven,'anu  frOm the
society of all the -h.oly, the pure and the good. William B. howard was
truly agood young man. We do not suppose that he eve: had a)l enemy
in allhis life.  He \Vas one of the most exemplary, young men-in purity:ot
eharact~t tlJa't we have ever met wilh. 1'As l'ongas we knew, him, we nev-
er k\lew an ill or an impure word 10 espape JlrefTl his lips. ;Hewas strictly
chaste, pureand:, upri~Itt in all bis langu\ge and in all his actlOns; and :he
crowning virtue of all ‘'was that he waS a ,devoted Cflristian; and most de- /
voutly attached to his dear father. 'B'lt the lord gaile an'd the Lord
hath takell away, blessed be the name of: the ,Lore\- f()r&ver. May.(he
LOIl:d corilfort al2d sustain our de;llly beloved bro. Howlrd in this last nnd
most'paihful'iJereav.cme&jt now in the'evening of. his fife, anel.amid all the
g~oom oflol,eliness, and despairlfro~ the d. I'~essj[<'gsnrrolindin~s,’ may
IS noble he~rt,'wblcll  ha~ so long tin. sted-for Jmmorta~Ify, be.com~orte~i'
a,nd :J.'Inytbe.Lord illuminate hill path, of !ij:0 a~."the: ev~ning sh'adgs; tau. .
uonl~" ... (—~ £ R DL LHY {;
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w\
Ji~I(vered on t1~occasion~f tlle ~~Jicq.li.unof the' Jlhr!~tiall
Church, corner 0/ 'Seventeenth and Otiv\e Stre~tse. St., ~oui~',
Nissouri, June 28, '863. By BN H. S~IT~. .

That we, as a congregation,  "nave no abi<!Jng -place,” in the
llens~ which we now. employ this quotalioll,illll  matter tQ I:>ede-
.termiued in the tllture ; that we have had no abtaing place, ise.
‘evidenced by our many _changes of loc'llily during the p-~st
‘twenty," five YL'I\rs: ‘rliese cha eges, -however have been made
Rsthe growing wants'of the congregation demanded, and'each
on~ has been fullowed b.y incre~sed advan tages.  Uur fdrtune~
and misfortune's, i prospHities and ad venuties, pass in quick
8uccession befo{e —)carminds; fm' although we have beeu gen-
erally. prosperou~. the bright sun of cneer has often b!'len ob-
‘8cured by clouds of da;-.kness. .Oflen, w;hil~ jo~rneying 9n the
highway of. happinesS', have we met with s~ri.ON\S obstacles
which retard,ed’ our progress; often, . whilll quaffing wi~h
delight the cup of joy. have we been made to drink the dregs
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of sorrow. Truly can it be-said of us that oue existence bil>
bee.n mad~ up of joys and sorrows, ;miles and tears, sunshine
an.d clouds, which is but- the common lot of all things pel'~
taining to eal'th, .

:n\venty~jive years ago, and only seven 'could be found, in.
this  city,. who claimed the bonors, privi~g-efl noLl, riistinc-
lions of tbe Christian Church .... These seven wer~ organized.
into a congreg~tion. For atime, this little "bud of promise"”
gave evidenC:e .ofa I~ng' |l,ife dnd great us~'fuloess. Though
fe~ in  nu-mb~r; obsc'ure in influen<le, and' powerless- in- pe-
.0\Lniary '~bility  they felt" "stJong in the Lord, ang in 4~e'p'O~-
er of His mig )1,” Every L.ords day ‘vould .find them in
some privAte dwelltng singing' rmi~es to God, offering' the' SM-
rifildes-of glowing and thankfut bearts, and com~emo!,aling a,
Sli,,;iour's lore to flllen,man. D.e<1\], however, soon visited th~
f~ithful little band-one'or LW.eemoved from the (iity. 'rims
diseased racked the litrJe body; il sickened’, gasped, and s..ee..
ied', '

lj'our year(l)ater, ~n;1. tweNty seve~ mi'mbers were ~ollnd,
".pd ~ l'e,org,aniz;uién was effect~d. under more favol'able aus-
pW'eS.:- tl~ ballnef was again thrown to the ,breeze, baving em-
blazoned on its fo,ldElitb~"cbaraoterisLi'cS', of. our faith-'--Christ
oUYN{illg,. the Bible our only fule 'of faith and practice.  For
monihs, ~he$'etlis<.:ipleswen" from bouse 'to bouse, ‘':ekindling
be;Jeatb eac)x r of the' flame, of, devotipn- upon the allar .of
llearts, led that, devoted chris.tain, ,Bro. HOBERT Q.*FIFE,
.,11ose tottering steps are stil! seen .among, uir:; "hose -palsied,
hand still directs our ga~e to Heaveu ;"whose feeb,llY voice ..is
iLill be-anl in honol' of his Savjor/

At great pecuniil.ry, sacrifice, tbese bretbren renteda ~mall.
(chool room on M;)lI'glin street. Von tlyelve', mon"tlls. they
worshiped tbere. \vith Jio.gl'owlh, s;ve their,own"growth »Jil
grace, all(l 'ill the knowlpag-e of tbe Lord Jesus--Ohrist." It
is true' tbe ,pedestrian  wou'ld' stop at tbe. dooT for a fQoment
lind gaze,upon the..devotetl band. wjtdl an expressioD upon hi.e..
t;.onnLenarice 1 thflt seemecj..to say s. " What meanelh  this? ..
~U. th.~;bU,;LIbl~ Si;bovt roolij baQ{),0,-attraCl!Q!l~. for bim,;;

,
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lie turned, his gaz:e-;towatd the towering steeple fur~her on.
There was no mill dy,in the-simpl~ vocal notes'of plai~e ,he
heard; his eRr ~aught. the music of the or.gan,over the way.
~be. simp.le story of the Cro~s fltiled to arrest bis att~I:\tion,,;
be thought of ,tbe frag~'ance  of the flgwers of I'hetoric, he.
eould inhale else\vhel:e. = .

Vvhilt .a C9rd of love must bave. bound together those meek
disci pies of Ohrist as, they pus bed on the glotious tto.pbies of
.f t-b~ OrosR.! Shulll~ed by tbe-opulellt, scorned by the fasp-
iO'nables, destitute of a minister, they ha~ but little 10 expect
from_",the, world, tpe flesh and tbe <;Ievi!."\ But, alone and
~naidedt if we el\c,apt .the ,God of their hopes and ,co,l.:sp-,
lation, who was ever. neal' and leady to' aSBiS;l, they b_~ea8ted
the,storin, and by sti.ll.greater sacl'lfice§ determined to-advance.-
They "now, rep ted -Lycell,ll1 Hall. and. sec.uring the services
of the then yOUJhtul Hopson to J~bor f(r tbIVI} iD. w.ord and
doctrine”  were buill ul?; a~Id ~alkillg in ~he fear,pf tbe LorD,
and in ILe adm,onitio,110f the,H.oly spj rit, were multiplied.”

AClUated by the. same spirit which Gontrolled thf:m in th~-
last move, and bei~g stronger in. members a~d' ipfluence,
tbey soon deterQlined tlp?n .an?lber' c.hange of 10c!!'lity .'rbi'
bouse formerly situated on Sixth ,street and Franklin avenue
was o,btained, and Elder JAeon oritATH was called to their pul-
it; and from his Jabprs inthe neW IRcality we date 1t decided
tmprovement in tLle. spii'itual ,growth and increase of ita
membersJ;ip. This ‘'devoted .soldje~ of the qross, .though
Itill withgs, is ill the se~I' and yellgw Naf of autumnal age.
May his winter <lays e spent .before. the cheerfuL ‘'bla~e of
love and affection: sent forth  Jr211,. the hearts of a grateful
brotherhood. .

After the resrgnll-ti9n of sro. Oreath,. Bro. JOSEPfl PATTOI-
wal3 cajled to .labor for: the ,congregation ; ~ut he SO,onbade
.his brethren  adieu to r.esp~nd.to tb.e urgent call of anotbel'_
I:lis positl.On on .earth was high, but,God said to him, "come'
irp higher.", .

'4b.out this p.eriod, the brethren  determined upon anOlher.-
Ib3&litf.  Fifth'street, beet wen Franklin  avenune and. W..asal
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street, was selected as the ‘place or worship. At that plae~
was erected a handsome'and, = commodious house, and on the
15th of August, ]e52, dedicated to the worship' of Almighty
Go,(l.by-the lamented SAMUEL s, Onurpr.  ,The labors of.Jove,
fahhfulne S, zeal and,'devotion ,0f"B"6. Church need('no attes-
lation, of mine.  Thetears, a~ they course down the cheeks
of so many at the mentio'n of his name, attest thaL his memory
is enshrined in your hearts. He labored with and fur ,yoll
until called to swell Immanuel's retinue and wear Hi~ image
there~ His barque is now safely moored in that haven to whi<rh
he had so often directed otbers.,  Though  his l,ong-ue is silent
in death,’ he stillspeaUs ; and thougb dead, he sLilHives in the
grateful remembrance of this cong,regation. .

After bro. Church had been called to another congregation,
the brethren called the gi~ted 'Pl'octor to break to them- tbe
bread of: life.  With a heart full of love, and a min'~ well
stored, he entered upon his'la?ors; with' what'success,  scores
present can testify.  After se'ving theill cor several years, a
'deCline in health"COmpelled him to resign. Long may he live
to bless the Church I\nd the wol'ld. "

But changes have been going on. More tllan twelve ye.ars
have- passed since the erec.tion of t~at once beautiful structrs
on ‘fifth street. IPhe business of agreat and ~rowj.ng~cilJ has
encroached upon it-even to its very d'oor, The" corroding
hand of Time" has also done ils work-has cansed "its
graceful walls to crumble.” Anothet' change of localily be-
came necessary, and marks a new era in our history. To-
day finds us with a'membership  of hlVJdr'eds, the owner's ‘and
occupants of thIS beautiful edifi'Je ; and to-day we transfer the
title to God by a solemn dedication of it to Him, praying that
He: by Hit'" Sp'irit, may share with us it~ oce-upancy'; yea,lfill
It with the visible manifestations of His power and glory.

, The occasion is a suitable one for, and demands an exprel!-
8ion'of, our falth and practice; and in giving it, we ask your
serious attention, and challenge your most critical investiga-
tion. It will not do to plead in bar to the rece~lion 'oCthe facts
lud truths which we present, :that they embody only' the
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~achinga of a very recently organized body. A conclullion
based upon liuch a ‘premise will undermine every religiously.
organized, body. ' If, however, you discover the teaching,s <to
be of recent date, you should disc~rd them for that alone
which bears the impress of 'Ghrist, and tbe spirit of God, pro-
mulged centuries ago, should occupy a link in the grp,at chain
of Gospel' faith sud' practice. ~We lose nothing, therefore,
when we state tbhat our ol"gaQization,in its present permanent
form, began in tbe first :years of the present century. No
organiz'ltioo is the Church of Christ, th?ugh the offspring of
centuries past, 1Ind numbering Its mlllions, if..its fa~thbe not
ba'setl upon the facts of the gospel and its practioe in strict
conformity with, the commands of ,Christ ~nd his apo'ltles.
On the other hand. that body is the Church or Ch.'ist -which,
bas. as the only'fouuqgation of its faith. Qhrist-hrs  Divinity,
personality and. missioD,-;:-and for ob~dience, only his com-
‘Ulands. ,In such. an organizatiOn, anly, do we reco!!nize t1.16,
Church of Christ, althollgh its sgll may be hut a d,ay, and its
membership -but (he uumbe-:' that* can claim the pr9mise.""
~his much in answer to the objection ~bov.EYstated. ,We: can
say, however, that tbe particular features which now charac-
terlze our church are by no means .new in the religious
world; but have ,had tbe sallct'ion and earnest advocacy of
theleal'n.ed and goo.d, from tbe-days of the Apostle,>qf Cbrist
0 tbe present. We have only separated tbe scriptural, teach-
ings of these men from their traditions I'nd opinlOns; and,
acting out the pletensiims of tbe Pl'otestallt world-" the -
Bible, a~d the Bible~alone"-Ittterly  discarded .theil' traditi~n8,
opinions. theories, speculations aJ:ld dogmas.
, Bu,t the quest,ions may be gravelJ.: a~ked. Will any good 11\
~ult 'I'oma new religiou~ organization ~ If 80, does your: or-
ganization purpose 10 effect it ?
A g)imce'at thll bi~lory of: the religious ‘world during the
P\Ist few ccnturies will bllip us to some conclusions.  Strange
and stllirni.n~gevelopmtnts 19omupbefol'e us:  Spectacles, -the
most repulsive, come, within the range- of our vision. Fain
~ould wegaze upon amore inviting aspect. but history. in itl:
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faithful bhro~icles of the past, bids lis Took upon tbhe .hid~oui
deformity, and rfad \lle i'eccll,d of our .shame. We would not
undert'IHe'the  great service rendel:ed by Llltber. Whe'n  tb.
minds of men"were enslaved by ~n exacting and' unscriptural\
priestbood.he came -'foi,tl'"i\S ,tbei r'ebmn pion and mt\de the.m
see and-appreciate  liberty. as the bi'igh(es't jewel that sparkles'
in' the Goro'net 'of life. * With a bold beart alHinervous h'an'll
he snatched t:be,precious legaeY' beq ueathed from God' to man,
from tbe tightened grasp of the,Pope, ga',;e it to the world,
and bade: them look into the "perfect law of liberty." For
this. "he bas tbe grati'tude’ of mi,llions '; for this, we join ihe'
million's in hono\,}ng his 'name.  Bot with this, his:Ja'bors ‘for
good. ceased. f6r 'he s~emed to poorly appreciate the priceless'
bhon. 'His s!,!bsequen.t labors wer,e naHal' the restoration of
phimitive Chril; tiliuity. - He ignored but few of the ti‘aditions
of Rome'; and retained others more da'ngerous and unSCliptu-
ral.  The representation' that the :bread and wine were. in 're-
ality, tbe flesh and blood of Cbrist, \Vas'regarded with horror;
but Luther bore to the organization 'of-h'is,0\\Vn creation tbe'cher-
ished ‘'o,ffsp;'in15 of* Mother Rome\-infant baptism.-whi;h
alie r~gllrds lie bel' o,w; ‘child, allying to'tbe world that it's pa:
tarnity: belongs,not io any autbQliity or precedent in tile wo;d
of God! Transu'bstanliatiJu, 'laying aSlde tbe symbOlic'al. has
some show of scriptural proof, in 'tbe language ofCh.r.ill't
wh~n speaking of' the bread and wine, "™ this iEImy body."
"nd "this is my'blood," Indeed; it is 'logical and'scriptur~l
oompared -wllb Ihat unscriptural  dogma of wbich 'we h-VI
8p~ken.  SliJr fu::ther. While he lived, Lutber entertained”
and ellO'endered feelings of the most intense hatred against Ibt
Church’ of Roole.’ He unful.led ,his ban'nei, upon which: \val

in'jicribed Protdt;nt!lsm, a term well understood to be sYnon'y.""

mous witll hat-red to Catholicity. Loveto God and man coul'd
not bloom and gf'r'ow'llpon sucbbarren  sad; ana as naturally as
aft'ec't fO]]0\"8 cause, strife', enmity, hatred and' tbe .9-i'spl,ayof ev;:
EIT, evll p~ssion followed:  Years Tolled on, ana d mighty I'ev-
;h{ti'on took place in England.' The question was settled by
tl'eaty in Germany; but not un til E~rope'was deluged with blood"
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'did tbe fevered stTife subside:  T-his rellult, however;' \vns ndt,
indebted to tbe mild, peaceful teacbings of tbe Prince 0t Pe'ace ~
tbe gen'ius. of the Gospel,of the Son ~f ,Gdd Tor~ed" not an
'i"ngi'edient in tbe controversy or itlse'ttl~llient.  ,Br~tal ‘for:~e,
tbe'only weapon of IYJarits; conquered a' peace, and calmed
tor' ali~e tile raging ~lements of halred and slrife. Here,
amiclst the wailing-s of sorrow, tbe groans of pam ana' c'ries~'of
anguisb, was ushered into existence abody;' wbo e ‘b<t:ptlsm'
was ‘berrealb  tbe might'y w;ve of human blo~d, and wbo~
"me was characteristic df the spirit .of thos~ ,who g;l;ve'it

ibirtl:i:-Protesta.ntism. It now" sets out"as ‘astrobg [T, 1 to
run ‘arace; " ~e -Willwatch its gait and 'se~ 'Whbat vrogre~g it

makes. o | o N

It would be gratlfylng to know tbat upon tbe establisbhm'e'nt
of protestantlsm tbe curtain in tbe bloody dr3roa’ fell, ~ But
no!  Hav)ng poured out their blood pr liBert,Y to think il-it-
ferently .from tbe ROman biejarchr., they m;ke illa, matler of
grave offen~e to can'y out tbe same,Principle  with'o~~ anolhef".
Mllngled feelings ~f pity and dis~U:Bt trike' posses8'~o~ ,'of ,the
tllludent Of Cburnh  HiSlory as he f0110ws the cUl'tent.  No -ef-
fort is made to conceal the facts, tbat ‘'vain speculations ~rie
IUDstituted ~ for tbe religion of Christ;, heories  for facts’;
oplnions for faith i.nthe GOS'pel. Thus the miglity ul:le rolled
on., Opinion clasbed will} opinion, tbE"?ries came,in _contact
wityy tbories, until the world became convul~I"d with tbe mighty
conflict .. Confusion  became more conf~sed’, and tbe' mad~
dening, deafening ‘'roar became louder. .it-I~re a pal ty was
formed, ‘and there a party, and still anotber, uhtil tbe,:v.0-H~'
is'dotted, and Christianity —disgraced  with parties’  The onoa
liuge figure 01Pr0testan~ism whicb set out so'bravely, is seen
taggering  over the ea'rlh, so dis'figured abd cut up that ‘olll
can hafdly recognize Ibe hale. harty body ofold, We bave
no res~ct for i'b! We form no part of Its motildel;ing corfup-
tion, 'wbose only vitality i~;a mass of defunct and exploded
dogmas and speculations. It, breaths no't tbe spirit of Christ
which is harmony and I~ve, but its opposi‘te~l:i{tt~ii,  discord,
¢« d' confusion. lea spirit is nOW wbat it 'has ever' bee'tt. I~
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chief ch~racterist}cR are mael, visionary theories, puffed into
" sickly ‘existence by the v.ap9rings of the dreaming fanatic.

In speaking thus, it i~due to you th'lt we sh~.lildsay, we
have long~since learned to distinguish between individuals and
things. We may hate Ibe spirit of error, and yet love the
erriing. We may tear tbe ,idol f~Omits higb place. and vyet
I~v~ the idolate,~. We _ll:'ajate sentarianism, and ,yet love tqge
sectarjan.  Our business is with the thing, to show its ten-
dency a\l"df~uhl : See it! Stri~e, confusion, wrangling, envy-
ing, evil:speaking. malice, which the I\.postle tells us must all
be laia aside. | here affirm the conviction,and h iSIOryconfi.rma
it. that all the strife and carnage of earth owe their existence,
directly or remotely, to tbe spirit of ~ectarian bigotry and
fal}~ticism. .

—1 lay down this proposi Lion: It is contrary tf} the Word. of
God for tlte lovers of the £o.rd tu be divided.into sects and parties.,

I shall not ari'ay ~ long list of passages .ill proof Of this prop-
OSltion. Qne clear, unambiguou,s passag(l, in proof of my
propositifin. is sufficient. We will quote the ApOfitle Paul,
Gal. 5: 19,20 i-,~OW the works of the flesh ar.e manifest,
whi<J~are, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, .emlll~tion,
wrath, seditions, heresies,” etc. We call special attentention
to tbe word heresies: mentioned in this catalogue. Whatev;
er the word means, -Paul.says it 'is of the flesh, and .~they
that do such things shali not inherit the kingdom of God."
The original word (halresis) pccu.rs nine times in the Nebw
Testament, and iSjrendered. in our version, five times o~t of
. nine, by the term sect. T.be eminent scbolar al)d commentator,
Dr. A. Clarke, says the word (heresies) mea",s e (actioUjl-
parties in the Church s.eparating from COmlpilnion with each;
other, and setting up altar against !lltar." Buck gives sect as its
primary meaning. Webster giv~s sect” party. as its s'CJ:iptliral
and priml.tivemeaning, DI'. Wylie, an eminent Presbyterian
minister, and President 0(one ,ofour Slate U niveJ'satie~, gives
the same meaning.and sustains it in a pamp~let entitled SECU-,
uanismiir - HERESY..

We have on record a prayer, poured forth from the Qver~
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flowing heart of our Savior: " Neither' pray | {or these alone,
but, for them also which shall believe on mel through their.
word, that they all/may be o~e ;.as thou, Ftther, art in me,
ang' I qin thee, that t!levpalso mav be one in ~;;;'that the tL'orld
may 'believe that t~ou hast sent me."-J<:,b.njl7: 20, ~l.  'I—.
Ipos,tle enjoins upon us to "speak the same things,” and to
"ke,ep the Ulllty -of the spirit in lhe, bond of peace,” to th.
end tpat tbe world may believe that God sent His son unto
them.  The world, tben. can n~ver be 'converted until all who
believe in Cbrist through the word are o~e. Tb:, 'only ques~
tibn to determine is-Do we believe in Christ through the
word? If so, a fearful responsibility rests somewhere. - It
should arouse us to fruitful meditation, and, in view of the dis~
orde'r, cause the expression to come forth f'am,every ore, in'.
spirit of earnest, hOllest inquidly, ™ Lord is it I?" With  the
Biblp. before wus, and the tenible consequencE's of sectarianism
seen, are we ready for the que~tion-What good will resuH
from a new o,rganization? If that organizalior. present a good
plea for the union ‘of the people of God, and thus quiet the
strife. <livision and discord of the lovers of our Lord, untold
good wilt f)Jlow the consummation of i:s object. To accomplish
tlti$ is one of the prime obJects of our organi~ation,. and |
affinll, with the honest c(,nvictim of the truth of wllat 1say,
tlJat we present th~ only platform upvn which all can unite.
I elller~ain no bope of Ilrresting lhe attention of the blind falla -
ic. or arou;:;:ng @ perious thought in lhe-mind of the prejudiced
~igot .. But fa the honest inquirer afler Irulh ; one who sin-
ejll;ely loves our ,Lo\:d Jesus Christ, and desires to serve Him,

| earnes;ly beg };our attention while | present a few thoughts
for your cont:lidera,ion.' . . ,

When we say that the object of ou'r organizatiun is to re-
store the lovel's of our Lord to the unilY of the faith, and thus
h'eal Ihe divisons that have existed, and still exist, we urge a
plea that is noturged by any otber religious denominatlon ex-
tant.  No other denominiltion o011 earth says ~hat such is an
object of its organiz-ltion. If, therefore, we lake such a posi-

titian as this, we cll-tainly deserve to be heard. It may be
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"aid, the ulli)n of the 'people 'of Godwild onot be accémplisheif.
Grnt it.  Whbat! will' not' be done isno reagon \wvby a plea
ebould not b.eurged that' it should pe ~one. ' ‘ltmay a|lso b.
laid/that, although such a u'oion is deslraidi~, we posses ilOa
tbe -nece~sary elemen ts' f~r its accomplislYmen I. ; 14is m~y aU
be ttlle ; but wb'atever may be said ,in eitber cas~', no one' will
s;y but the ~bJect is lauoable, and llseii'be~ " glory to Go~ i~
the hig~est Healeli: on earth peace and good Ww'ill t<;»nen: .e
To pi'esent you ,orne ma'terial for re'flection. w3 candidly and
respectfully present tbree queations, the ans wel's IQ which nee-
~satily  involve maHei's of Re'riol:lsmoment, well deserving the
attentioll and consideraliQn of all:' '

1. By what name is that Divine'lnstitution called which, di~:
unguishesit ~ from Judaism, ‘'P.agailism: etc" and what ai'a ill
oha,racteristics'? / 4 T

2. What name d'oes -tbe Bible a'uthol~ize for tbe ,£oJ]owerfl of
Christ, indlvidually? '

S. Whbat name dtles tbe Bible authorize for the bOdy, col-,
lectlvely ? R _ o L
, Our' first question crt-Usfor the name'of that Divine Institu-
tion"by which it is distinguished J;.om~udaism, etc: We an-

ner,  Clu{stia'nity. But whbat is Obristanity? "The system
tf doctrines and precepts lauglit by 'Christ, and iecorded 'P;
EVILngelillts ‘and Apostles.” This is"the current aCgeptation

of the term, as givtn by 'Webster altd we receive it as correct:
Here, then, is'a proposition, the trutb ‘of wilich IS admilte~.
If tbis alone he Ohristianity, the cdnverse must also 1:>etrue™:-
that' the system of doctrines and precepts taugh't by men is not
Christianity. T is brings 1is into cl03e quart8'l:s with the va.
rious sytlims of lhe day. We must be candld and honest bere;
. the caUlle of truth dema~ds it. Let us illustrate: Is the Rye-
tern of doctrines and precepLs taugh t by R()~ari 'Oatbolicism
Christianity? We have justseen that Ohristianity is tlle sys-
tem of doctrines and precepts ta'ught by ObTi~t, and re;Corded'
by Evangelists and Apostles. Now, if Roman OathollCism bf
that eyslem, then is it Ohristiaoity. and not/~in!/el,se'i6 Ohri~~
ti&nity;  for tbings equal to tb. same Ibing' are equal to eacD '
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,.ther, If the' above proposition ‘be true, .1 unhesitatingly' af-
‘frm tbat we sbo~Id all be’ Roman Catholics.- But hundrea -
..and tbousand's disprove !lnd disbeliev~ tbat prop'osition, ana
co~sequently  tbe wq{,;rld will n~ver unite on the sy'stem M

OatbolicFty. Is the system of doett-i'nes and precepts'tau'gbt
by EpiscopaeyCbristianity? If so, then nothing but Episco-
pacy:is  Cbristianity. We ask the' same question 'in regard ta

Pr,esbyterianism, Methodism,  Baptistl8~, and, eacb IYfthe sy,~
tems' of the day. If EpiSflopacy be Cbristiarlity. tben Presby-
t.e~-j'anisinis not.  If Preshyterianism be Cbristia~ity, Method-
I~mis not. The same m"‘ybe s~id ~f the' otbers.  Their systems
of 'doctrine and p'recepts differ; and, all cannot bs Cht.istianily.
for tbings not equal to tbe same tbing are' ~ot equal to 'each
ttber. The proposition that Episcopacy is Christianity s dis-
proved and disbelieved by the Preshyterian, ,Metbodiet and
others. T herefol e. the system of -Episcopacy is not tlle sys-
tem upon whbich all can unii:e.  Precise'ly Ih'e -same . 8rgum~nt
may 'be applied to each one of the otb~rs. "

;These systems of whicb we have spoken are set fit~ in dil-'
Jei'ent books, each of \~bich is de~oted to an exposition of iti
own particular system.  AJperson mig'h,t,as soon expect to leara
Astronomy  from a treatise on Mental Science as to expect a
knowledge  'Qf Preshyterianism from a sltidy of the Methodist
Discipline; and a person will makil slow progress in acquir-
ing knowledge ‘'otMethodism from' a perusal of the Presbyt e
rian Confession\,If Faith. 'flle former sets ‘forth the sy~tem of
doctrir:e/ and precepts tallght by Methodism; the latter the
eyste~l ot doctr;nes and' p'recl\ptp taught by Pl'e":by'terianism.
But weare met with an argument bere, tllat these cburcbe.
differ from each Otnet: only in minor points;' that upon' th.
grand essentials of f~it~ there is u ttInity. But the ~etl.ec.ting'
p'erson will see from this admission not a palliation. but "n, a~-
giavation of the case. It is asserted th~t all agree, upon thing.
,ssential to Christil\nity. Admitting  this to be true, there

is a
disagre~ment  upo~ s'ome lhings. ana th~ conclu;;ion

is irresjs$.
ible. that this dIsagreem~nt is wupon things not c3untial so
Obris:tianity! According  to thi~admieeion, eTery . brlineh

13
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owes ite -existence to, and is based upon. things nQt at all €d-
flenloialto the salyation- of the wor d. To illustrate; One of
the distinguishing  features of Presbyterlluiism is, e On.ce in
grace, :tlways ill gl'l\c~."  ‘'rile opposite of .th\is is one of the
dist~nguishing  features of Methodi>sm, ‘namely. "a p'lrson can
fall from grace." And yet,bollJ 'Preshyte,hnism and Method-
ism, will adimit that a person may believe o" disbelieve either
proposition, and be finally 'saved, = While, then, these non-es-

sentials  of .PresbYlerianism.Methodlsm, etc" have not~ling of
Christianity  in them. they are still essential 10 tbe very exis-
tenceof  theseuhurchesl How humiliating and delllorable i~

thiS fact!  ‘fhe Jovers of our Lorcl Jesus Christ N\l'e divided,
distracted. n?t upon different vifws of Chi<islianily. but upon
those thing~ which have no connection, necessl\l'ily. with it!
What s~~uld be th)ught of a,churct. the very liJe of which
is drl.wn from opinions having no cO'lnection with the ' ~ys-
tem of doctrines and precepts laug-tlt by Christ. and recor~ed
by evangelists and aposlles ?" Dis(~a"ding all these opinlOn~
embodied in human'creeds, which only divide tbe people of God,
we plead tOr a union upon Chl istianity alone-upon the tellch-
ings of Christ and, his apo~lles-a~  the orily foundation of faith'
and pllictiee.  We invilll all to the Bible alone, with the con-
Viction of the truth of the assertion that it-" thoroughly  fur--
nishes us nnlO evel'y.good word and work." Prl"judice and
bi,gotry mURt yield to the fac~ lhat the Bible alone (~I't:!isbes
the syslem of doctrines and precepts tan~ht ,by Ohriot-t,be
ordel' of tltings, both for the convel'sion'of, the sinner and the
edifying of the convertf\d. 'Ehere must bea divinely prescribed
way-a  well-define Older-for tllllaccomplishment  of these
ends, He ;ho c(ntrovel'ts tWi:l, stultifies himself. No prop-
osition, lheory. Irecept. or doctrine, is false lwless its antit,he-
sis be true. Fqlse1100d could not exist were there n.o truth.
So. there can be nofalse religion if there be no true religiop-
no wrong way ~ftbere be no right wly-no'disol'der it" thele
be no order. If In piraLion has not prescribed the way. de-
fined the ol'der, o1 given us a plan by which we are b,'ought
from Rinand "built up in our most holy faith," then no one
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ean Flay tb~re is any reiigious erl'or in the world.  Every (fog-
mil. i~ rigbt, because nothing is wrong-every system is true,
because none can be false -d iffel'ent opmions are righ t, be-
cause there is no rule of faith!  'We shall belie've thia ,vhen,
we believe that God is a God of con.fuSIOn and not of order.

What, then, is, the divinely prescribed  way, the or.der,by
which we ‘are brought from the kingdom of darkness into the
kingdom of God's dpar son? 'What!s that system of doctrines
and precepts taught by Chbrist and rec-orded" by evangelists and
apostles?

Let it be remembered that we are in searcb of the way, tbe
order' of things taught by Clirist, for the salvation of sinners.
It'is important tbat we know the time when, .and the place
where, this way,. was prescribed" and the order established.
Therp. must have been a time and place when and' where it
began:  We bave some intimation given ,prophetically  of the
place by lsaiah, aoout eight hundred years 'before Christ came
to eartb. In tbe second chll-p-ter, sp.cond and tdird wverses' o(
this propbecy, we learn that it shall come to pass in the
last davs, that tbe mountain of tbe Lord's bOllse 'shall be es-
tablish~d iu the top of the mountains, I\'ld eh'all be pnited
above the bills, and all nations shaH flow unto it. And many
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let u~ go up to the
mountain  of tbe Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, ‘and
~e will teach us of bis WIYs, and we will walk in his paths;
(or out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the wordrJj the Lord
from Jeq'usalem,” Then it was a matter of prophecy that the
word of tbe Lurd should go forth from Jerusalem. Christ
said, (Lillie 24: 47,) eetbat T<lpell.tanee.and reuiissiun o'f sins
sbould be preatlbed in his name among all nations, beginning
tiJ;  Jerusalem.” The time may bl! leamed from the second
chapter of the prophecy of Daniel, in whieh it is Raid tbat in
'the rlaysof tbe elBsars "sballtbe  God of Heaven s.etup a king-
dom wh-i(\h shaH never be destroyed." Prophecy had long
been PO.illting to the Christ-.the  Savior of man-wbo  should
come to earth and, by n voluntary sacrifice of his life, alone fqr
the.sins ofthe  wOL:ld.- The'flliness of the time com~s io~he
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da.ys of the Ccesal's. But Ghrist is rejected as an imposterJor lii'
him was pergeived "no form nor comeliness." He was-
m9:rked as a victi~ of malice, and ,nailed to t4.e'cross. '~ ful-
filled the predictions of pl'?phecy |~af after.Jeat, I;'ntil be 6all;l,
to the last.  Whbe~ tbat leaf wall turned he crier, "Fatlter, it.
~ fil<isltid"  and meekly~bow~d his head indealh. Evidences.
of his d:vinity now rise in a~ful gran.deur. The sun refuses.
to shine, and darkness clothes the universe af God!  Rocks.
b~r~t wildth~ noise of't~~ .thunderbolt, and tbe Temple-swayed
liS upon a hinge! Hell w-as in extasies, and the murdering
mob ex.ulted! The faithful fe~ moul'Ded, but death triumph-
~d and held its' v,clim fast.  G;endy w-s he ,Jlaid in lh,e tomb,
lind with him the ardent hopes of his disciples .. -But the time.
piece Of the Creator tells of the. dawn of th~ appointed morn.
God gives the eaph ushakeas if ~oa.r'ouse the slumbering.
b<?dy of the dead. As ang.els annoullced hi~ birtg in~o Ih.
worlel, so tbllse winged messengers frO"m Heaven I\nnQunced.
his birth from the gr!lve-" Go quiekldy. and lelLhia disciples
he is- risen from the dead." T'his. Jriteliigence dissipated  th"
clouds of darkness ;. bope revivE\d,. and ~gladness filled their
hearts, ail !'l'om bis lips came the words, " Peace be unto you.
For forty days he was wi,th them instructing them in the things.
pertaining to bis coming kingdum. ,/fbis  being done, he led
them outto Bethany and g8.ve to them the Great Commission.
' Go'ye intp all the- w.()rld a,nd preacb the GOSP(] to every
creature;  he .that believeth and is baptized shall be ~av.ed"--
"but tarry ye in ~el'Usalem until ye 12e endued wilh power
from on high"-for thus it is writ(en, and thtts,it behooved
Christ to suffe.r. and to rise fr<)m the dead tbe third day,lling..
Ibat repentance and remissior] ,of sins sh.ould be preached in,
his name among all nations, begining,at J-erusalem." Lifting,
up. ~is hands he bl~sed them, and in the, act was par~ed.
from them. and, with an escort Of angels, aseended to th,-
throne whence he came. Lost in (hought, his disciple seemed,
riveted to. the sot. with tearful eye& fied in the dlrection ofi
their departed L'nd. T~ley we're arouoe4 by tl{ewovd~ of ,Ont:
ffho~e countenance was. like lightning,and  wbose, raime~t. ‘wil~\
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"lii,te as snc,>w: ", ~hy stand Y,e_here'$~z)n~? . This sarna
Jesus whO!U ye'have f.een ascend will in li'ke manner descend I
gomforted by, these wOl'ds:.they " returned to Jerusalem™ L~
their Lord commanded tbem. S

We ~re now,. at}erufialem-tbe time 'bas -come--;-tbe lasf
Jday.s ~fthe Jewish- D.ispensl'tlOiJ.-and  the ev.angelist (Acts. 2)
states the case: "When- the- dllY Of Penteco~t w.as-fully come,
the)' were all with one accord at one place; and sugdenlq
t)lere cam~,a sound from Heavell as of~ rushing mighty wipd,
and it ~lled. all the house where they were sitting. 'And the;e
lippeared  unto thel,ll cloven tongues like as of fire. fIndit~sat
upon each Of tbhem ; and they were all tided wish. the Holy
Spirit, and, began to speak wi,ith other tongues as tl;\e Spirit
gaye tbell} utterance.”, The people were amaze,d, and
.and !lome apked tbe meaning of this. .Some said t~e -apostles.
‘were .d~'unk.  But Peter, to wl:olll;.Obrist gaye the keys- of
the kingdom, Etood up,and claimed the q.tte.nliQn of Che vast
au,dience. He spoke of one of their, o,vn,prophets, a~d s)\O~el.
that the demooetr\\:l;on. just ‘witnessed was but a fulfililment or
his prop4decy. He charged "upon.them tbe murder of God's
Messiah;  alluded feelingl)\' ~o tbe patriarch  David, and de-
¥lonstrated the relation between bim. and .Ohrist. ~ Witb t~rri.
:ble emphasiil hJI forced uppn t~eir minds the co!)vicl.ion that
God bad made that same,J-esus, whom wilb. wickres! hands they
had crucified ~nd ~lain, both L~r~ and Ohrist.  With pierged
j'nd agonizing hearts they cry out, "Me:J &nd.brethl:eo, what
hall w9 do?"  Seeing they belietltd, p,eter promptly respond-
Jfd, ., Repent (reform your lives) and be baplized, every o~.
of you, .in th.e name of Jesus Christ, for the remis80n of sine,
and you shallrecelve the gift o( tbe Holy,Spirit ;. for the prom-
ise is unto you and to your descendants, and to.all that are
~far oil. (Gentiles,) even as many as the ,LoT(~ our God sh~JI', '
tall.”

What, then, is the\>I'der,nere set fort,h?  First, tlie Divin-
ity 0j tke Lord ‘Jesus Christ-tbat he is the Chris~, the :fte-.
deemer, ~avilll', :prophet; [;'riest and King.  ThJs grand trutll.
I5luet be I>.eleved with all-t4e hear! .. T.his is the first and..onlYJ
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item in our fal.l.h.".God never asked anyone to helieve in

Transubstatiation, Election,  Reprobation, Eternal ~ decree8~
Hereditary Total. Deprav'ity, Limited Atonement, CatholilJism.
Episcopar.y, or any of the dagmaR qf. speculatin ™ theology."

The, miracles of, Cbr,ist and t~e laburs of the apoRtles were
Gil'flcte;, to the one point: To convince the'world that Jesus
i8 the Cltrist. the son of God, and believing tlJat they 'might
have life through his name-John 20: 31. T/te proposition
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, is all God asks any
one to believein order to salvation. Do yon say thisl.s too sim-
ple and does not embrace enough?- Its simplicity is iLs best
recommelJdation. 'fhe humblest min,d can grl\sp iL." But while
this is so, it embraces the entire flrea of man's redemption.
It brings within its scoJite a recognition of tb'e C,/eator of
Heaven and earth. It i~cludes tbe propbets. for they-spoke
of hi~. Inde'ed, every tru~h of the Bible 9lYes its vitality to
this leading  tr!ltb-JeStlS is the Son of God. Believing
this with all the heart; God require~ ~s to confess it with our
mouths-Rom.  10: 10. God demand~ ‘fgrther, R~psntance
or Reformation, and Baptism."  'foe work is then consummated
go far as remission of past sins is concsl'lied. "

Practical ~exhibitiono of Christianity  are n,;merqus, in the
New ‘festamellt. We will refer' to' the.convflrsion  of the off.
icer of Ethiopd,’ Acts, 8. This officer had been to .Jerusalem
to worsbip, but he knew notlJing of Jesus 00O'ly as, a mRle.fac-
tor; a condemne~Id executed criminai. - He was returning
home, and reading the 53d chapter of Is~iah. As the Se-
quel shows, be was an bonest man, and if he but knew the
way would walk in it. The Spirit of 'GD'd commeuees th.
work, as, it.must begin lLhe work i~ every case of conversion.
But let us not overlook the face that the Spil'it in this case of
cO6version selects Philip as the rredium  through whom if. op-

erates upon the eunuch. Philip ~vastold to go and join him-
self to the chal'~ot. He did so, and asked the eunucb if he
u~derstood what be was reading. "How can |, except some

man should guide me? " waB the response. Philip was t.hen

invited to a seat in tbe chariot, ~'~nd began at' thEl same
|
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scri.pture and pteached tohill! {eaus." e'And as they went (\n
theirway  they carne ,,.tito a certain: water,lanel the. eunuch
said, see. her--e'is water, what doth hinder  ~to be baptize<l ?
Alid, Philip saig, if thou belie-vest with 1l thine bear~ ~ho\}
mayest. A:.ndhe anl'lwered and said, 1 believe that Je8Us Ghrist
itrthe Son of Gtxl~ And he commanded the chariot .to stand.
slill, /lodthey went down QQtit irdo- the water and he, bap~ized
him." Now, Mve is arl'eco~d,by an ev~ngelist, of the, sy~teni of
doctrine and precElpt al,lthorized by Ghrist. It must, therefore;
be Chri~tianity. JIn the Jirst place, the, word cono.erning'
Je~us must be spoken, !Ind when helird" the effect & faith.
These words are. the words. of the Spirit, for the apostles
' spake as thEIlSpirit gave theo:r,utterance ;" thesewor,ds pro-
duce fait!}, .for ". fai~h comes, by hearing the word of God ,.
-Roman. 10: li.' T,
In the conversions abo.~e referred to, we h!\ve' the Holy Spi~it.
ogcupying the foregroundr We teach,tha.t the hply SpilliOs the..
agent employed in mlln's, redemption-that no one can be con-
vetted unless his.co~version be begun,. carried on and- cons\Im-
mated by Bis fnfl-uepee.  While oltr redemption originated
with pur Heavenly"Father, apa {Yhile the sacrifice Qf Je~us
Christ is 'the p'rbcuring cause of-our redemption, it was the
work of the Holy Spir.it to convince us of the philanthropy of
th~ Father, and the efficacy of the s~crifice of .the Son. But
we dep:y that the ™~alied_Spirit  operoltes' upo,n the naked soul

of man." , We. deny that he comes in " direct and immediate
Contact with the si~ner ~itho\,it the intervention of Olle mor~I
idea or imp~~ssion.", \We teach that tlie Sp\rit, in, the execu-
tion of His mis~ion. employsJas His instrulllent  the "W,Q<rd
of Truth.", .The Spirit bj means'of tbe Word convinces  the
wo,rld' oLsin, ~f-i'ight~ousness, ana of judgment. By meansc
pi ~~e Word the image of the sinlier is reflected, and he™ sees.
himself as he ie."  tl'he WorQ. presents to his mind God, in
all his a-itributes andplirfections .. It, unfold”, to hi!! conception

" what manner ‘of JQve the Father bath bestowed upon us."
It po~rs a flood of li;ght into his, dark, ‘benighte,c\ mind, and
disilipatesthe  doubJ: a~od gloom of the futv,l'e. 'Impressions
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are made~po~ bis mind w.hich#~rrneate  the soul and bid41lilnl
long fof. immortality and '6tern~1 'life. He sees in Jesus- Chl'ist-
1 the way,'the: trufh, andlthedife." In that word-he-is  furn-.
isbed w-ith ev.idence ,of tlie,fact, that the 'Lamb of God, only;.
Qan take -aw.ay the. sflinof. the world.  Recelving the testimooy
whicli God-hath gj.yen: of His Sen, by'faith he reaches forth
and'gtasps,.Cllriet' as his onlY. hope, His 'faith has for-its.
fuldndati~Ill tlle testimony o('propbets and' apostles--the Spirit
of.» God._ ‘'fljis faith.is not' produced by a dream, a strange
.t>.igbt, o the 1 w-hi\perings of a,.still; smlin voice." It is not'
inflilted-from .the 1l1ngs 06 somenoisey  preache-r o made to burtt,
hy the riction produce by the mbbing or' clasping of b'ands.
His faitb i!" well-(ollllded,.I()r it is foundetl upon, the testimony of
the Holy. Spi-rit.  "Y;ea, he Itnows tba:\ the earth -JOay paSSt.
away, tbe hea"en~ be rolled up 1lis a scron an'd the elements.
melt. with fervent- hea.!,. but tlle word &l tlle' Lord shall endure.
forever! Imp~lled, by this fai:Jl. he reforms bis life-j)eases’
t0 do ~vil and learns to do, well~and consummates  -his con-~
version by. the..1 obedienco ,of faith "~*  hul'ied with Christ by-
b&ptislil g to .dellib<.”

Ho-w sim¢e! H~Wi rational! + N:o metaphysi.cal  difficult}"
hel'e-no  senS'e.less jllirgo:l about tbe speculations of the day.
A'nd yelre.where, is tlJe,perspn wbo;wili say that .the, caes above-
refel'ed ,toare not funand complete developments 0.[. Chtidtian-

e ity, so f~r 'as the. conversion of the sinner. goos ?, Where ie
the person wuo dares to say anything.else is Ohristianity 7"
I, caU this fruGli&nceto bear witness' to what 18ay~yea, I-
caH heaven andl ealjth to wiitneslir-we- are tlte only organized:
body of people [/rneatllitl/e.fJUlLltat'FJ6bitieve, >fO preacT(, and 8o
practice,,  RE>jecting all- human  creeds, with- the-ii' cOI'l'u-ptioolt
and tradit,ions, we urge a union upon the "system o~doc tl'lflefl
lind precepts taught by Christ and reoorded by evangeli'sts
<IndapOi$tles.”  This unien would bring all to a reO'ognition' of
t\le Bible, a~a "suffj.9ient rl:If~ of our faith and practice."
Ilere i safe..gplltld; and ~(1.1w.ere to a<lillit that tbe propriety,
of creeds- w,as..douh'tful, surely it wouLd not I>e wrong.
t<r,A~~fflr.~)I}.eID,; aikh,~,0Otf5P.lil)g::of 'n(;In;le~~~n,t,i.LIskind, ,ul]lte!
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- praye..rs and I8b~r~ fQ~the .disse~i nalio,llef tPEI@pspeI of
Chrlst 0L ~

. 'Yhat IJRmedoes the ~ible ~thorize  for the followe~sof
Ghrlst" individually?:  : A i

Let us not forget that w~are in Be~rchof a pIatforM uP'Qll-
JirhicHIllthe lovers af the ~ord cin unite.  We f~el.,Lhe ne-
Mssily of .iJlustrll,tionagain._Suppos8 the Dlj.meRama"n Catiw-
licb~ preselited to the religiQus world as tge f\6me u on
whbii;:hall can unite, .and by which alL~us} 'b'e.51,alJed}\. OW
many hu dreds and .thousands woultl olJject;. and pOl’)ltlver,
r.efuse to. weill' that Dame? You-can- carry the |J)ustr atlon
fgrther, nxl, suggest every name, hut one, and there will be-
a barrie( to a unio~.upon .it. 'Efw Bible names Bible -tkings,
and the re.cord is, "T,he disoiples were called Cltrigtians-Acts:
1J: 26.  The, Bible kpows Dothing &boutthe~e nam~s.we he;~,
so frequently. The fact is. ‘a'pe:rsonmay disbelieve every, dff(
linguislted t1tI3Q""énd doctrine of the ROT)~an patlwlic, Lutlt.eNP~,
ItpiscQpalial~"  ‘prlisbytel'ian, Methodist, etc., and, be~finalty
saved! WQ;y.?:Becaus~the distinguishing features of each (oe'
of these a~e non-e~seDtials. They agree in. essentials., but
di.agree 1\1. non-essential = ; but these non-essentials. make the
Lutheran, Epi~copalian, Presbyterian, Methodist. etc. Now,.
Lmay:admit that there are Christians iJl.'eacjl' one of thes,e
org,anizMions; but vlhile they are' Chrisli'flS, tke'/! arla some-
titing else. We,call ~urselves, individuaUy, Christlans-dis-
‘eiples of Qhrist~and  noth-in[J else.. WIJ t -sacrifice does a,.
follower of the Lord make -in discarding., a human ~ame, and
taking only tbe n,ameof Cérist ?

3.. What nallle,does-the Bihle authorize fqr the Organiza.
‘tiol'l, or ,institution, of these individuals in a body?,

We r~peat that the Bible Damesits own things. The com-
muni.on of the bQ9¥' aAd blooft of Chris~ is caHed, the Lprd's
Supfer, not a.wedding or ot.her feast.. The. filtst day: ot the
w~ek is caned ,the-Lord's day. 'the ,organization of the Lord ‘&-
people is caned the church of Godrthe- Church of Cbrist.,
~Weé call our Chmch by, tbat Dallle and;' 1I0tkinfj .else.  Trlfj"
~W'ch,Qf.Cl Irisl\re-cog.ni.zes  11.9~;.:nod8, P.res,~.Y .teri.ee.l.Col}d-



