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162 ADVERSARIES OF THE BIBLE

tllese men, Noah; Daniel, and Job were. in it," &c. Jo&
if! aSIreal a person as either Noah or Dani\lL James says,
"you have heard ofthe patience ofJ ob," chap. 5: 11. It is-
thought that Pa.ul quotes Job, in 1COi'. 3, when he says,'
"God takes the wise in their own craftiness."

I

The Nicolaitans an Gnostics rejected the psalms' or
Dayid as profane S<n:lgsnot written by Divine Inspration.
And Paul Somasntonus topk of them as concerned Christ·
out of the Church as if they had ,been newly invented.
All these persons were enemies of the Bible, but pretended
friends. 7. Some rejected Ecclesiastes, alledging that Sol-
omon made it in his old age, when he was corrupted by
the love of women, and placed true happiness in bodily
pleasures, thereby paving the way f~r the philosophy of

. Epicurus and AristippuS'. 8. Certain heretics rejected-
the song of Solomon as profane, and not written by the'
Spirit of God, but through the instinct of Cupid,' and that
nothing else is contained in it, but the Lovespeeches of
King Solomon, to the Daughter of King J;>haraoh, and'
therefore in that whole book the name of God is not
found. In answer to this objection it is ilUfficient to say,.
that the Jews have always admitted it into their Canon
of the Old Testament Scriptures, and that they are the'
best judges of their Writings-they have the best means
of ~nowing what books are genuine. 9. The prophecies
of D1l.nielwere rejected by Parphirius, as not written by
Daniel, but by one in Judea, in the time of Antiochus
Epiphanes. And that his prophecies do not foretell what
was to come, but what was past. It can be proved that .
Daniel lived 600 years before Christ. Infidels say this, be
cause his prophecies are the clearest, strongest, and most
circumstantial of any in the Old Testament. 10. All par-
ties, seek to maintain their opinions from the scriptures,
however contrary to them' they may be. Here let me
811y,that I regret to see in the Feby. and, March No. of
the Pioneer, the introduct·ion of Cardinal Hughes' n~me into
otlr paper. I presume not to pronounce upon his final destiny.
I ~o not say whether. we are to understand his last words
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"Bury me in the sunshine" either literally or figurati,'ely,-
But I will say this, that he stood at the Head of that Sy~tem
of iniquity in AmerlCa, which God says, he will throw into the
deep or llea,--ThIiS with violence shall that great city Raby-
lon, be thrown down, nnd shall be found no more at all,-she
shall be utterly burnt with fire, for strong'is the Lord Gol
who punishes her': whether God will save him from the sink"
ing ship, or let him go down with t1:e rest of the crew,-I
presume not to say. I r'equest each reader of these lines to
·turn to the 17th and 18th' chapters of Revelation and read
them through. In her was found the blood of prophets, and
of saiets. and of all that were slain upon the eartll. I would
not like to be in a sinking ship, to run the risk of being saved
whIle thl crew went down. " While BIshop Hughes, gloried
in Peter,-Petel' said one thing which hecoLlld not say at
his death, ••silver and gold. I have none," Acts 3.-Hughes is
said to' have come from Ireland to America, a poor gardener,
and died a millionair.e,-pe co~IJ not say he had not malle
merchandi1e of the gospel nnd poor Catholics, "by good words
and fair speeches served his own\belly." Rom. 16: 18, 19;
and 2 Peter 2: 3,-deceive the simple. Yours truly,

JACOB. CREATH. ',.~.
POPULAR CHRISTIANITY.

BRO. D. T. WRIGHT: The' l3ible is understood by the
members of the different sects, and by the people generally.
to mean what the creeds of those sects declare it to mean;
and thp. creeds are understcod to' declare the Bible to mean,'
what the dergy say it means. Thus the christianity of the
country and of the protestant sects IS the conceptions of the
clergymen of the country, and not the christianity of the New
Testament, nor of Jesus Christ, The christianity of Catho-
licism (if it be right thus to dt'secrate the n"me) is the tra-
tions, opinions, decrees, whims" notions, and· dogmas of the
Catholic clergy. The christianity of each sect and party in
Christendom is the rules, customs, opinions, lind traditiona, in-



ference!!', and speculations, of tbat sect, to wit: The Prayer
book is the chrisuacity of Episcopalians. The Westminister
hook is the christianity of tbe Presbyterians. The Discipline
book is the christianity of the Methodists. The Philadelphia
book and terms of General Union is the christianity'of tbe
BaptiAs, or a mixture of Calvinism, Armenillnism, Fullerism,
Trinitarianism and nearly all die popular isms. The christi-
anity of Mormons is the Mormon book. If this be not so, how
came we by so many 'different sorts of christianity 1 Is God
the author of all these christilUlities 1 Does the New Testa-
ment teach ail the above named chrl8tianities aud many more?
~hllt Ii spell, what magic, what intoxication has fallen on the
people, that they cannot see throu~h all this legerdemain:
"Our views." ,t our opinons," " our rules," our churches. have
made God's word of no effect; we have cast God's word be-

'hmd our backs, we have rejected it, we have trampled it un-
der our feet. We have said by our deeds that it shall not
govern us, it shall not rule over us,-;-we \\ill have laws of
our own to govern, us. '.J;'hisis implicit faith which has heen '
Ilometlmes l!ldicrously styled fides carbonarid, ffom the noted
story of one, who examming an ignorant collier on his relig-
ious prinCIples asked him what it was which he believed?
He answered, I believe what the church believes. The other
rejoined, what then does the church believe? He replied
readily, the church believes what I believe. The other desi-
rous if possible to bring him to particulars, once more resumes
his inquiry: TeU me then, I pray you, what is it which yOll
and the church both believe 1 ThiJ only answer the collier could
give was, why truly, Sir, the church and I both-believe the
Ilame thing," This is implicit faith in perfectio~, and, in the
estimation of some celebrated doctors, the 8um of necessary
and saving knowledge in a Christian. This is tce popular
ehristianityof the nineteenth century. This is a charitable
religion." You go yuur road to heaven, and I wil! go mine,
and we will see, who can get there first, fC'r it is no matter
which road we go so we get there, for there are as many
roads to heaven, as to tbe Mill, or to the Town: it ISperfel)"
ly immaterial which one you go, so you get there, une road iii

184 POPULAR CHRISTIANITY.
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ll$ g(Iod as another, no '!latter about what the Bible 8ay~.-'the.
Bible was a good book once, but it has gone out-of fashion,

. and now any man does what is right in his own eyes-we
II!ust all go by the Book of Thinks." and let the Bible .take
care of itself. -The Bible will prove all doctrines alld all
churches to be right. Yours truly,

JACOB CRE.t\.TlL---_.~,...----
UNJUST STEW ARD.-A DEMUR TO "H."

BRo WRIGHT:-Having just read an explanation of the 16th
of Luke, from.a correspondent o~ S. F. E:, permi.t me to.
enter a demur to the use made of that fine lesson. I can-
not help but think that· H.' has entirely failed to bring outlthe
.~moral" of the piece. If the reader will turn \0 page 100
of the current V01. of the PI.ONEJlR, he will there find that just
in proportion.as we provide and gather temporal things, are
we fitted to become good and efficient disciples. Now, if you,
kind readel',willturn to Luke 16th you will there find no such
,teaching! What are the facts in the 'case then 1 Breifly
these: the master of the steward commends his course. Btit
what was his course? Clearly it was' not gathering but dis-
tributing; he dId not collect his master's debts, but forgaw
them in part; llnd by this made frIends: had he simply gath.

"ered. he would not have made friends; but by distributing
be did make them. After refering to this the Savior adds:
" Therefore I say unto you, with the deceitful riches procure to
yourself friends, who, after your discharge, may receive you in-
to the eternal mansion." (Dr. Geo. Campbell's Trans.) There
is nothing said here about"gathering, the language usedim·
plies that they now have these things: now it is the use of these
riches that is the point./Make friends by properly using
these deceitful riches is the lesson taught-But who are tha
friends alluded to, are they earthly? they cannot be earthly
for they are to be th~se who will receive into the eternallllan·
sian j and as these are not earthl), neither. are thos-~. The
Savior continues, in the lang,uage.o!the, figure., and adlJ10nWleS•
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them to procure friends who would receIve them into the eterA
. nal mansions. The ever-living Father, and hIs S"n, Jesus
the Messiah, are the friends alluded to; and would you'
christian reader, desire to make them your fast friends. go
with me and I will show you how you may succeed. The
eternal m~nsions are opened up before us, the King and
Judge are there to examine our claim: if hapily we shaH be
found on his right hand. then WIllthe King say: "Come, you
blessed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you

,from the formation of the WoJ ld for I was hungry, and
you gave me food; I'J)as thirsty, and you ga'IJeme drink" &c.
& .. (Matt. 25: 34. &c.) All this req \lires deceitful riches, and
the whole parable harmonizes with this view: but certainly
not with the qther. When the Saviour says (ver. 12.) "And
if you have been upfaithful manag-er'! for another, who' wJ1l
give you anythi,ng to manage for yourselves 1" he states what
we all know is a fact. viz: ."hat we posess here IS not our
own bUI another". We now have the "decoJitful riches, " if
we use these jndiciouslv, he promises us the "true riches."
Here we are stewards, there we shall be owners-real bona
fide owers-for we, are promised ~n inherifance that shall
never, never, pass away. Few, very few, of our brethren
need be alarmed on· account of this delinquency in "provi.
ding" alld "gathering," but hundreds may well tremble all

account of not making the proper use of the" decei,tful riches"
by ministering to the necessities of the poor and ne.edy, as the
above quotation prescribes. It 1V0uidrequire, at least, one
half of the present No. of the PIONEER tQ elaborate this sub·
ject thoroughly, Ihave given you the mairJ.thought, onlv, and
Ifirmly believe all the sub0rdinate thoughts will harmonize
with this one, the difference between 'I H. " and myself is sim-
ply this, he believes in gathenng. I in distnbuting; and I am •
vain enough to believe that this is just what the Savior me,ans
in Luke, 16th.

Kansas April 8th, 1864 .
.. ~.

Do no'tbing to day that you would repent (If to·morrow.



'THE DEACO~""S WORK. ..•...QUERY.

EDITORS OF THE PIONEER-Brethren.: There has beeu
()f late\ much difficulty in the congregation, on little creek'
Harrison cbllnty, Missouri, about the Duties and Privileges of
Deacons in the Church of JesllSChrist. While aU agree; ~
,believe, that they have or should have the care of the charcll
f~nds, some think they also have the right or privilege to
attend to the duties of the Elders, either in their absence or in
case anyone should t>cingan accusation against the Elders ..
And in support of their position, they assert that Natu re
teaches, that idea, that, in the army" when the officer ill
command is killed, wounded or otherwise absent, the next
high~st in command takes his place. Likewise, the Vice
President. in cas'e of the death, resignation, or absence other-
wise, of the President, takes bis place., So do tbe Lieutel1-
ant Governor and Coroller; in the absence of the Governor
or sheriff, assume their duties by virtue of their office.
Therefore, they assert, tha';' the Deacons should perform the
duties of their superiors, the Elders. And' last, though not
least, because, they have to possess like qualificatiolls. it is
their duty in the absence or mIsconduct of the Elders to per-
form their official duties. At tne same tilue, others object to

weh testimony, and contend, that in the absence of a COlD.

mand, the Deacons have no right to attend to what, the Eld-
ers are required to do in their official station.

P~se insert this in your Periodical. And give the duties
of Deacons as taught by the Apostles, for the mutual.
benefit of aU concerned. For surely, the st.:nptures are Dot
silent about the'll' duties i-if they are. then, let us have D()
Deacous. Yours in the Gospel hope.

March 20th,1864.
WILLIAM W. WATSON Evangelist.

DARIUS M. WATSON Elder.



ANSWER: The elder's office and the deacon's office are
two different offices and not one. A deacon is not an
&Idor,neither is an elder a deacon. In some respects their
qualifications are the same, in others they are not. The
ability to teach-" spt to teach "-is required in the qual-
ification of an elder while no such requirement is specmed
i.n that of a deacon. The fact ·that the Lord has made
them two seperate Iltl,lddistinct officcsshould be sufficient.
What he has done we should not undo. If one could
have ~lIed the place .of the othel', :why not have had but
the one? why have elders and deacons both? But while
an elder may discharge the duties of a deacon, as the
apostles did before the appointment of deacons, we know
Jl.othingof a deacon discharging the duties of an elder .•
After the dispersion of the disciples from Jerusalem, we
have an account of Philip's preaching who is supposed t().
have been one of the seven deacons; but he is then called.
an evangelist and not a deacon. As to tho duties of "-
deacon, we have not the time now to enter into an inves-
tigation of that office. Let it .suffice at present to say,'
that the deacons are generally understood to attend t()
the temporal matters of the ehureh, while the 'elders are
to instruct and govern by the law of Christ, and the
members are required to ohey them and submit, for they
watch for their souls. Heb. 13: 7, 17. In the mean time
nowevel', will Bro. Cre:1th.of Palmyra, Mo. give us an

. ollsay on the duties of the deacon's offic'e for our next
:l.l.um bel', i,f he has the time to write it ?

.QUERY.

D- T. W•

..-. .
LARD'S QUARTERLY.

Tho third number or this excellent work is upon on r
table; and like the two preceding numbers, filled with in-
teresting matter.. It is truly a valuable work, and cal.,
~~ tc;\ Q,Q J;l.l.Q,Qh. gQod if wide~y circulated. Every
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family ought to have it. And we do most earnestly ask
the brethren to take hold of it and give it an extensive
ciiculation at once'. Bro. Lard is regarded by competent
judges, to rank amDng the best writers now living, and
his Quarterly is not sUl'passed in point of ability, style,
and literature by any of the British Review8& It may prop-
erly take rank among the best productions of the age.
He handles the subjects discussed with a boldness and an
independence peculiar to himself only. There is no mis-
understanding him, he has not to be read the second time,
as you read, you understand; his language is clear and
full; and he speaks without the fear of successful contra-
diction. Let every brother who is not already taken. it
s~nd two dollars to Bro. Lard at once, and try it for one
year, and there will be no need of persuasion after that.
We are of the opinion that every subscriber is a perma-
nent one and that thcre will be no dropping off, and that
is just as it should be.

Weare sorry that Bro. Lard misunderstands our almost
silence heretofore, and by implication construes it into a
selfish·motive,to supprcss his work that our own may live.
Nothing has been more forcign to our mind than such
a disposition. Weare not of the selfish family, and no
one who is personally acquainted with me-acquainted
with my natural disposition and manner of life-would
ever entertain such a thought for one moment. Weare
for every worthy brother laboring in that way by which
he can effect the most good. And I care not how many
preachers, Periodicals, Papers, Magazines or .Quarterlies
we have, if they only teach'the truth. It was never
intended that o~e man, or two men, or three men, should
speak or write, and they only, and all the rcst keep si-
lent. I am by reiigious papers as 1 am ~y preachers,
the more we have the better for the advancement of the
Cause. Let us learn a lesson from the world: when a
political party wishes to succeed, how many speakers
and papers they have!! it is no trouble to sustain them
all, so long as the party is interested; but with us whose



eause'is as far above all political and partiz!"n issues a8
heaven is higher than ~arth, how is it? Well did the
Savior say, that the children of this world are wiser in
their generation th-an the children of light. I wish not to
cripple the influen<leof any worthy colaborer in the Lord,
and I do, therefore, most heartily commend Bro. Lard's
Quarterly as a safe and reliable, worthy and efficient
colaborer in the advancement of the gospel of J'esus
Christ in which all our interests-the interest of fallen
humanity-are wrapped up. We can all be sustained,
Qr at least, should be, and I hopo that we will
be. But a word more as to our silence. The first num-
ber of the 'Quarterly was receieved by us and properly
noticed in the Pioneer. The notice, though brief, was
,by no means reserved. The second No. of the Qnarterly
was received, but unfortunately I did not get to read l}

single page in it. It came to hand just as we were start-
ing from home, we'left it in the office, and upon our re-
turn, the fire oeurred and burnt it and the first number,
too, with the office, before we got to see it again. I af-
terwards wrote to Bro. LaFd about it, and how I regret-
ted loosing the Nos., and asked him if he' could possibly
do so, to furnish me those Nos. again, and that I would '

'notice the work. But either the mail did not carry my
letter, or else he failed to noticed it at all, as I have
not recieved the num bel'S yet. True, I borrowed the
second No. a short time ago, and read it with a great
deal of interest, but I still hoped that I would be favored
with the lost ones, till the third came to hand, in which
I find that my silence is m,isunderstood. But I trust with
this explanation all will be satisfactory.

D.T. W.
P. S. As to Bro. Howard, I do not know whether he

has ever seen a copy of it, as he has at no time men-
tioned it either in his private letters or in his communi-
cations prepared· for our paper. Though he writes for
the :pioneer, and his name stands as editor with myself, .
yet he has been with me not exceeding five months} all

170 LARDS QUARTERLY.
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told, since 'the commencement of our publication. He is
now at Paducah, Ky. or was there when last heard from,
Bnd has been there for nearly two years. The paper is
under my own control, and published at my own expense,
risk _and responsibility, and has been from the com-
mencement. Had Bro. Howa.rd been -here, he would no
doubt have noticed it favorably and at length, but being
very, busy in other matters in which he was engaged,
.he trusted the matter, as I suppose, entirely with myself.
I neither oppose nor envy Bro. Lard's Quaterly,. !>ut
welcome it as a most worthy and efficient colaborer in
the great cause in which we all deeply interested, and
wish it aud its worthy editor all possible success.

D.T.W .._.
THE LAW OF KINDNESS.

The law of kindness and love has been, and now is. con-
stant!y exhibited by our great Father in Heaven toward the
children of men. This display of love is more fully made in
t~e,gift of his son our Lord !\OU Savior, than in any other one
favor connected with th e New Institution.

-., God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son
that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have
everla~ting life, for God sent not hi!! son to condemn the world
but that the 'Vorld through him might be saved." By his
love the Almighty .intends to reform his errmg creatures, ,
hence we see the display of his goodlle~s in the Heavens
above and on the earth beneath. We behold II. Father's care,
Providence and an unbounded philanthrophy in the terms of
salvation -proposed through Jesus Christ.

Therefore by the law of kindness, the Creator, through
mercy, Goodness, and love, would lead men to reconciliation.
Thus the high motives of Heaven anJ Immorality are pre;ent.
ed in the gospel in. order to ~ake iim good. Let us, ther'3-
fore, be imitators of God, and by the law of kindness influ-
ence each other in good works. Would a parent reform an
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erring child,let him relI)ember that the law of kindness is almost
invariably the only certain wav t.l acomplish a work 1>0 im-
portant 8nd.desirahle,or there is but little hope.

Would the advocate of temperance recl~im the unfortunate
inebriate l he/will succeed not by sour looks and terms of
de~unciation and cruelty. nay sin, these will but enrage a
mind already injured. Reproach and condemnation ere not
ordinarily the proper means to benefit, the drunkard. Great
are the consequences for good or eVIl, of a word or:a look.
Let him, therefore, that would promote Temperance, be eare·
ful how he treats those whom he would win to the path of
lOCietyand usefulness. Approach him ;n love, help him out
of the ditch. appeal to his reason, his sense of honor and
prbpriety, by the law of kindness, persuade him to forsake his
faults,:(made known to him by you, in a christIan spirit,) trnd
to take th high position in society which bel?ngs to a gen-
tleman, a husband and a father; this and this only will suc·
ceed. ~ut again, would you convert a sinner,'and lead him to
Christ 1 by the law of kindness only can you effect this. By
any other means you 'will drive him from you and thus pre-
vent a liearing, and '3urely if you cannot get his ear, you have
no way of reaching his understanding or heart. The_ thun-
ders of Mount Sinai do not now fall upon our ears, but the
80ft strains of kindness and love through mortal suasion are
held forth for our restoration. Would we benefit the misguided
professor of religion 1 he,too,is subject .to like passions and can
only be helped by the practical observance of the law of kind-
ness, by which he may certainly be l~d from darkness to light.
Well, once more and I have done for the present. Would
you gain or restore an erring brother 1 this is confessedly an
importan t work, and how shall It be done; I answer by the
propt:r exercise of the law of Christ which is emphatically the
law of kindness. If this is not successful, he cannot be gained
or restored.

But alas, alas, how ofum IS the law of Christ more violated,
by those who exercise their power as Bishops over the flock
than, by tholle'who are called to an account! how, I ask, is thIS
done 1 Answer, by combination 'and conspiracy. A conspiracy



REPORTS FROM THE BRETHREN. 173

is formed, a faction is made, and the wires are worked by
leaders, and one individual is in violation Jf the law of Christ.
summarily dealt with,and h61and the precious cause of Christ
both injured, by the illegal proceedings pushed forward by
a few partial men who aim to make tools of others just as
good (or better )than themselves. In view of gospel facts,
there is no greater crime under Heaven, th\\n a vIolation of
the law of Christ (or kindness) in cases of discipline.

Dear Brethren, the fo~egoing suggestions I submit· for
elicting light To the Lord be all the praise.

Yours in the gO(ldhope
/ JAMES C. WATSON.

Harrison Co. Mo. February the 8, 1864..~ .
Reports from the' Brethren •.

\. CLINT'ON,Kansas, March 29,1864.
BROT.REBWRIGHT.-Brother Short and myself have just dosed a

-meeting of three days near Rising Sun, Jefferson County, Kansas,
which resulted in the addition of six to the church. The meeting was
charaderized by great attention, solemnity, and good wIl; and I
have no doubt seed was sown which witl, in due time, produce visi-
ble friuts. Yours truly, in Christ. R. MILNE.

LITCHFIELD,Ills, J',{arch17, 1864.
Dear Bro Wright: The good cause for wWch we are contending,

is moving on here. There have been 8 additions to the congregation
recently, without any protracted effort, save in the congregation, until
the present week, our highly esteemed Br<>.B. B. Tyler of Eureka,
Ills., is with us, prpsenting tbe claims of the Saviour, in bis earnest
and impressive manner. We hope the Lord will bless his labors, aDd
that we may have a good time.

Yours in the hope of the resurrection.
, W. C. HENDERSON.

MONMOUTH,Oregon) Feb. 23, 2864.
BRO.WRIGHT-Dear Sir. The good cause is 'advancing in thil

section of Oregon. We had a meeting here, commencing Friday
before the second Lord's day in December, and closing with fifteen
immersions. At Silvertoll, inclnding tbe fourth Lord's day in Dec.,
there wer'! two additions. J..t Luciamute, on the first ford's day
ill this month, ODeadditioD. Very truly yours, K. BAILES.



LEXINGTON,Mo. April 12, 1864.
DEAR BRO. WRIGHT: Our Meeting of which I wrote you, did not
close till Sunday night las" having continued six weeks. Eighty-
nine were added to the ca use. Your brother in haste,

T. P. HALEY.

PIECES SAVED.

SPRINGFIELD,111.March 15, 1864.
BRO. WRIGHT': I"preached twire last Lord's-day-week in Monroe

County, Ind. and obtained ,two ad<1itions to the cong-regation there.
Your bro. in Christ. THOMAS HENDRIGKSON.

AL~IA, Iowa, March 10, 1864.
RELOVEDBRO.WRIGHT: We have this day cloaed a glorious meet.

ing in this place, under the labors of our beloved bro. A. Buchannan
'who did the preaching. The immediate result was 19 confessiolls and
immersions-18 of these were noble hearted youue; persons :just enter-
ing upon the stage of responsibility; 5 had wandered away from their
father's house that returned with penitent hearts, and two others took
membership, makin~ in all 26. Bdt thanks be to God that was not
all the good that was done, th~re was a good ImpressIOn made on tile
minds of the peop'le, and the hearts of some of the brethren that had
beeen alienated became reconciled to each other. Praised be the
name of the Lord. Let all that is within me praise his holy name.

R. GARRIOTT.

L TCHFIELD,Ill. April 13, 1864.
DEAR ERO. WRIGHT: The good cause is moving on here.

Since my last to you we have had two additions to our congrega-
tion. May the good Lord bless all our labours abundantly. .

. W. C. HENDERSON •.~.
THE PIEC ES SAVED.

Near Indianapolis, Ind, March 15t,h, 1864.
BROTHERWRIGHT: The Jallliary No. of the Pioneer has come to

hand. Many thanks 4>r the flattering notice you have given of my
proposed publication. May th~ good Lord enable me, fully,.to jus·
tify all you have so kindly volunteered to say in its favor. Permit
me to say here, what, for want of room, was crowdeu out of the pros-
pectus: To the getters up'of clubs, the following terms are propoaed :

For $15,00 remitted, 11 copies will be sent.
" 30,00 " 23 " " "
" 60,00 " 50 " and the premium copy

described in the prospectu,ll, will be sent.
Orders by the trade will be tilled at trade rates.
Furthermore, I Wish to say, that I do not wish any money sent in

unhl a sufficient amount has been pledged to justify proceeding with
the work; but I do desire that reliable pleuges be sent in as fast all
possible; tha~ [ may know whether to proceed with it or not. Indi-
vidual subscribels will, of course, not be refused; but, as I will have
to keep an account of all, and one name and address, pledging for fif-
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• I
ty or one.hundred copies, will occupy no more space than a single
subHcriber,itis very desirable that brethren should club together an d
llendfor not less than eleven copies to one address: Any brother or
sister, that desires the work, can, in a very short time, raise a club of
ten, a.ndthus earn a copy for him, or herself.

One thing more. If the subscription will at all justify, it is my in-
tention to increase the size of the book (having plenty ofmaterial) to
as near 400 pages as the subscription will pay for without increas-
ing the price; so that brethren who subscribe will each be interested
in enlarging the subsciption, as thereby they will get more reading.
for their money. .

Brethren can use the prospectus on the cove~of the Pioneer ,(with
the foregoing) in .getting subscribers, which list thcy will keep for
their own use-simply. sending me the aggregate numbtr of copies
they become responsible for. After a brother has made up and sent
on his club of ten, he can go on and make another club of ten, whiCh
will entitle llim to two more additional copies; orto ~O and make $15,
and an extra gilt copy witl, his name on the back. Brethren, let
us hear trom you as soon as possible.

B. K. SMITH.

OBITUARIES.
DIED-At his residence, in Graves Co. Ky. on the 5th day of

January last, brother EDMUNDG. THOMAS,in the 68th year of his
age; after a painful illness of seven weeks, of a dyspeptic affectinn.
We had not heard of the decease of our belovedbro. Thomas. until
we learned it and some of the particulars of his life, from his g-rand-
BOll, b,ro. Eld. James E. Myles-the elder of the two bro. Mylc!f,
whom we have before noticed in this paper -or we ,should, before
this, have written his obituary. We were long and well acquainted
with Clurbro. Thomas; and can speak of him as of few other men.
He became a disciple of Christ at the commencement of the current
Reformation; indeed he may be said to have been an almost life-
tlme member. Though not a preacher, he was for twentyfive yearll
an Elder in the Church; and a most zelou!fand efficient one; and
at the time of his death-which we learned with reg-ret, as we
always do the death of !fUchmen-he was an Elder of Union congre-
gation, a few miles from his residence, and which had been built up
(and an excellent church-house built,) and sustained mainly, by
his instrumentality and enrtion. In his death the congregation has
lost one of its best members and supports, and t.he Church of Christ a
member who was an ornament to his high and holy profession. Bro.
Thomas bore. the long affection which terminated his life with
Christian fortitude and resignation; and died as he, had lived-a
Christian as the poet says, •

" A Christian is the highest style of man "-and in the hope of a
glorious and blissfull immorality beyond the grave. B • Thomas
possesed in an eminent degree the Christian virtue of tality-as
the apostle commands us to "use hospitality"-a v it which
mlnyof our brethren are too defective. We have BeV I, tlm~.f!n.
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joyed his hospitality; which was never gruging, but open, liberal,
and from the neart. His house was the home of the preaching breth-
ren, and not onl}"of them, but of all the brethren, who chose to call
upon him. He was, in short, a living example. of th~ Christian;
and long wiJIhe be remembered by thtl~ewho knew him, and the ex-
ample he has left behind him will exert its influence on the living
lUIdrising generations. The poet Young says, that Christians are

" Like shIps at sea while in above the world."
Such was the character of our beloved bro. Thomas; and while we
-lament his loss to us, let us-let his family and relations-reflect that
according to the course of nature, he could have remained but a few
years lon~er on earth; and endeavor to so live, by faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ and obedience to his commandments, that we may Join
him in that world where disease, pain and death can nevcr come and
parting will .beno more. J. R. H.

DIItD, in Sidney Fremont Co., Iowa. March 22nd A. D. 1864.
Sister Susan A. Hazier in the 34th yea-rof her age. She was born,
and raised near Knoxville, Tenn. where she was a member of the
M. E. Churh. She emigrated to this place a few years ago but never
united with any church untilla&t January. She then heard the wri-
ter Qfthis upon the plain, simple gospel, and falling in love with the
same, submitted to the authority of Jesus, was baptized and received
into the fellowship of the congre~ation. She at once became deeply
and heartily eng~ged in Christianity, and was faithful until death re-
leased her from her earthly tabernacle. She died in the hope of a
blissful immortality, A funeral discourse was made by the writer
from Rev. 14 : 13, " Ble-ssedare the dead which die in the Lord: from

- henceforth: rea, saith the spirit, that they may rest from their la-
bars; and their works do follow them." Yours in the one !hope.

C. P. EVANS.

Died4.11 Linneus, March 23, 1864,of congestion of the brain, after
lingering 25 days, IDA JANE, daughte~ of John alld Mary J.
Dctwiler, aged 5 years and 3 months. The Lord gave and the Lord
hath taken away, blessed be the n'lme of the Lord.

JOHN DET\~lLER.

ADDITIONAL DONATIONS.
In our acknowledgement of donations in the last number of the

Pioneer, the following was unintentionally left out:
Col. L. J. Eastin of Chillicothe, Mo. $ 5,00
Mrs. Sarah Adams, now dec'd, Chillicothe, Mo. 2,00
Capt W. P. Sherman, now of Memphis, Tenn. 5,')(l

And since our last issue, thp following additional donations have been
kindly sent me which I accept most gratefully and return my sincere
thanks to these noble hearted donors.

Sarah J. Cheery, Callao, Mo. $ 4.00
Dr. George Graham, Hickory Port, Grundy co, Mo. 5,00
Dr. R. N. Fetherston, TreRton. .." Mo. 5,00
Mrs. Jane Evans, Grundy co, Mo. 2,00
C. Evans, " "" 2,00
Augustus Evans," II .- 2,00
CofumbusEavails, II II 2,00
Rev. Joab Holloway, Lindley, Mo. 3,00
Phillip Wild, Edingburg, Grundy co. Mo. 5,00
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THE MIRACLES OF THE B1BLE.

The opimon has been expressed by llome seo.'lIble, well-
informed, intelligent professing Christians, that our country
is rr.pidly drifting into the ~nfiduityof the old French Revo-
lution-of that terrible period, when

U France got drunk on blood to vomit criml!;"
and when atheis ,infidelity and crime swept like a flood over
that devoted and unhappy couptry ! We hope that. this may
not be the case; and that such fears are unfounded. But
we must confesll, that the rapid increase ot i'\fideLity and its
concomitants of vice, irreligion. crime and wickedneRa, in
th ir most unblushing, darinI/;. perverse and malignant fOllnS
within the past two or three years, is well calculat~d to
arouse the fears of all genuine and true·hearted Christinns
and furnish U8 with a sufficient apology for discusslDg the
m'!ences of the Christian religion. in any of the branches
into which tbl'Y may be divided, or m.y lead; as we ean never
at any time, do a bener ","orkthan, 88far al we can, to re-



move the infidelity of the unbblieving, and do away tbedoubts
of the skeptical, in reference to the Chrisfian religion.

We refer particularlY to what is termed •• Spiritualism,"
as calculated to do great injury both to the Cristian religion
and its profesl!ors. We shall not enter into a discussion of
the truth or falsehood of" Spiritualism," but leave tbat to
others. The position we take in· reference to it is tbis: If
fals., as Christians we have no business with it, as we are to
have Dothing to do with falsehood or lying, in any sbape or
form. only 10 expose and (.ondemn it. If, true. it is the necro-
mancy or "dealing with familiar Spirits," of the ~ible. which
was condemned by the Jewish law, and the -subjects of it put
tlJ death by stoning; and we have DO bU81Desswith it. So
tbat, in either view, it is alike condemned by the Bible; and
~e have no bus1Desswhatever with it ; and should have noth·
ing whatever to do with it.

We have been induced make this notice of Spiritualism
llnd call attention to the subject of the mira.cles of tbe Bible.
by reading an ably written article in the February number of
the ECLECTICMAGA~IlfE, extracted from the London Quar-
terly, entitled: "History of Supernatural in All A~es;" in
which the writer reviews a work of tbe celebrated Quaker
English writer, WILLIAMHOWITT,entitled, ••History of ilie
Supernatural in all Ages and Nations, and in all Churches,
Cbril!tia ndJPagan: demonstrating a universal Faith." We
say. "Quaker," because Mr. Howitt is of thJ!,tsect, who are
811Ch strong II believers" in tbe direct, nbst~ct operation of the
Holy Spirit; waiting at their meetings to be moved by this
supposed operation before they speak; but inrenlity by their
own feelings and emotions. Of course Mr. Howitt would ea-
sily glide into Spiritualism, and become a firm believer in, and
zealous advocate of, it; which we acciJrdingly fiud to be the
c~e. The object of the- reviewer, of bis work seems to have
been that of exposing, refuting and condemning it-a most
laudable, praiseworthy object. Speaking of witchcraft and SIl-

perstition generally,the reviewer j~stly says:"In ourowh day it,
bas generally been considered as no slight evidence of tbe di.
vine prigin of Christlanity, that it hal outlived suoh defelld9t'i
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'and aueh·al'glimetull. The .ud4en Ipread f4 lDOidel'D Spiritual-
ism seems to indicata a r~vival, whewer permanent or only mo·
,m&Dwy, the lapse of time aloDe can show-of thOlleaocieDt
beliefs which the writers of all classes, during !.he last eighty
or a hundred years have agreed to brand as superstitions. It
is long Since any professed champion of the Bible has vent-
ured on the use of these ruaty weapons, which M~. Howlll
and the spiritualists are refurbishing with all the enthusiasm
of knight errantry."

It may be surprising to some to hear, that the celebrated
1'.Father 'and Founder of }fethodism,"·JoBN WESLEY, was
~uch a ,trong believer in witch.craft, that he affirmed. "the
gh:ing up of witchcraft is in effect giving .,upthe Bible! "-
Jlll affirmallon, we must confess, by nO means creditable or
complimentary 'to his genius, intelligence, or character DS a
reformer. The result of this Spiritualism, in connection with
itl! conCOlJlitant superstitions, is thei attempt to do away the
mil'acles of the l!ible as an unnece$sary proof of the Christian
Religion; or to explain them away on some supposed princi-
ple of Spiritual law unknown to us: and to malre it 8S possible
for mincles to be performed now as when they were in the
days of the apostles. The prevalence and spread of spiritu-
alisn) are therefore to be viewed with alarm, as insiduously
IStrikingat the very foundation of the Christian Religion ~ for I

take away the miracles by which it was confirt1led and its
divine authenticity attested and it falls to the ground! - Hence
our reviewer justly says: '! That professed unbelievers should
doubt or f1dicule these miracles is to be expected; but it is a
new state of things when avowed-and we doubt not sincere
-believers in the truth of Christianity represent them as an
~lement of weakness rather than Clf strength. The charac-
ter of our holy religion, It is held, and of its Great Teacher,
form sufficient proof of its divine origin; and it were to be
wished that miracles cuuld be,quietly got rid of, B3 unsuited to
the intellect of a scientific age, It is secretely felt to be
aQmewhat of a degred~tion to receive truth which ought to be
self-evidencing. upon the strength of supunatl1l'al pheJ:lo-

; lDena. The su.blime fixity o~the law.of the llni1'e~8e is re--



garded '.s a grander proof of the existence and character of
its great Author, than IIny occasional infraction of those
laws can possibly be-just as a clock-maker by his antics in
in moving the hands of the time.piece backwardSllnd forwards,
or in making it l>trlkeJifferent ways, may afford huge amuse-
ment to children; but grown person@will rather estilnate his
skill by the reglar performance of the machine, and the nicety
with which it keeps UllvRf)'ing time. Hence the' anxiety
which is now displayed by many defenders o£ Revelation to
resolve mirade itself into the operation of regular law, though.
of a higher anJ more recondite kinJ than those physical laws
which miracle appears to disturb'. Hence the intimation-in·
tended apparently us a sorLof concession to that ph}'si.:al phi-
loso~hy which has now been for some time in the asct>nd:mt-
that, if we pos~essed a more perfert acquaintance with the
laws of the uuiver'le, we should probably discover that these
exceptional phenomena which theol(lgy regards as miraculous
interpositions are in reality l'.S dependent npon fixed law, and
would be as accurately ascertainable by calculation. provided
",e \vere in ptlS'esssion of the requisite data, as the phases of
the moon or the occultations of-Jupiter's satellites. Hence the
tendency to concede that, although the fact of the recorded
miracles having actually taken place must be maintained, the
old theological doctrine of special inte.·ference in regard to
them may be only a result of our present imperfect acquaint-
ance with tbe higher laws of the universe,"

But let us hear what Mr. Howitt, who ,bas become the
leadmg advocate of Spiritualism as far as literary ability is
concerned, says on the. subject:

••So far from holdin~ that what are called miracles are in-
terruptions or violations of the laws of nature, he regards them
only as the,results.of ~pirItuallaws. which in their occasional
action subdue, 8uspend, or nutralize the less powerful physic-
al laws, just as a stronger chemical affinity subdues II. "eak-
er olies producing new combinati.ons, but combinations stnctiy
in accordance with the collective laws of the universe, whether
understood or not yet understood."

The reader has now before him the theory of Spirituwm
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iQ reference to miracles; and can see the dangers ~ the
Cbristftn Religion Ihereatened by its prevalence and prllgrea;
which, instead oCmaking miracles the result of a apecial in·
terposltion of the Creator, in 8IHpending or interrupting the
laws of ,nature, makeslhem the result ('f some" higher laws"
of the Spiritual system, with whir,h ne ooe IS acquainted; and,
we may add, can ever becom~ acquainted; for the simple rea·
son that no such' exists. According to this, the creation of
the world and of man, the bringing of the dead to life, the
sudden stilling of of the tempest at the command of Jeau" the
chalJging of the waters of the Nile into wine, the feeding of
thousands with a few loaves and fishes, and even the relour·
recti on of our Savior, and' all the other stupendous mlfacles
recorded in the Bible, were only" the result of spiritual laws,"
etc. !

The reader will not be surprised to learn that such advo·
CAtesof superAitjon, in the blind ••e~s of their enthusiasm, ton·
tend that we may now have miracle. as in ancient tImes when
they were performed! We make another extract from our
.reviewer, showing, this and exhibiting, the absurdities into
which men, when stricken with such folly as Mr. Howitt, will
run:

Beginning, then, with the earliest al,pearances of an-
gels as recorded in the book of Genesis, he [Howitt] reo
views aU the supernatural events of the canonical books of
Scripture, taking tlte stories of Tobit and his dog, and of Bel
and the Dragon, as equally authentic with the account of the
passage of the Red Sea,or of the feedin~ of the five thousand,
and closes his summary of Scripture evidence by reminding
hIS, reuder that no church; according to St. Paul, can be a liv.
ing church \vithe'ut spiritual gifts, and that the lack of super
natural endowments in the present day is an evidence of the
absence of li\"ing faith,"

ThIS is precisely what we would have expected (rom 8uch
a writer ftS Mr. Howitt; and places him in the same catego-
ry with the ROlDanCatholics, Mormoll!!,and all such advocates
of superstition and the exploded dogmas of past ages. We
will acknowledge hat there are some tllings about wbat its·
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tllnb~ "'SpirimaliRD," for whicb we cannot la:tOUllt 011 the
principkl. of natural philo!Opby; Imt we believe thal' they. ia-
stead of mil'liCIes, ean·be accounted for. on .alarm or ~l spirlt-·
ual It prineiples of a recondite charaC\e1', that we yet have to ,
beeome aoqnain'ted with;. particularly tbOlSeof electricily, the
most subtle ot-all natural agents. When ,ve say" spiritual,"
we mean the influence of miM-tbe 1wmtz7& mind-on matter.

All to the prmended miracles of Roman Catholicism, they
ha~ been lully expOsed and exploded by Douglass, in his
able work" on miracles," and others; an,d thoSe of M()rmon-
ism have also been as completely' exposed and exploded. In
fact, sOllieof the latter were impositions of tbe most bare faced
character, and carried with them their own-refutation.

The reader will pardon us for calling attention to this sub-
ject, and for adding another part to this; when be considers
its great importance. In thiS'day of the alarming increase
and rapid spread of infidelity-at least practical infidelity and
skepticism; as an advooate of t'the faith once delivered to
the saints, It and as one of the If watchman on the walls of
Zion; It when such insidiOUSattacks 1.8these are made upon
the Christian Religion, by its professed friends, and partiea-·
larly whlln its most ir:nportant class of evidences-miraclts-
upon which the whole superstructure reSls as upon its bottom
foundatation stone, are thus attempted to be .' explainded away"
and destroved; we feel calle" upon to expose tbem and de-
fend it from 8uoh assaults. This is our apology for the pres-·
ent article. J. R. H.

(to be continued)

CHRISTIAN UNION-A DIALOGUE.

An eveninrJ Conversation on Christian Union, between Ii
Methodist, Presbyterian, Quaker, Baptist and Titus.

T. As I was going on to show in our last conference the
notion of christian baptism, I will quote what Paul said on fhat
lubjeet to the Rome.n brethren, 6th chapter: ••Know ye DOt



that so many of UtI 88 were baptized into JeM Cbrilll were
baptized into his death, therefore we are b4£,..v.d with hilll by
baptism into death," etc~

.M. But that does not have reference to water baptism.
T. This is only your opinion, for surely the authorities are

against you. Jaho Wesley who is the Father of_yourchurch,
says, ., the apostle here bad referenee to the ancient manner
of baptizing by immersion ;" and it does not aiter the aOtion,
whether the element is water or nolo The action is what we~ .
are considering, and Pllul says it is a burial, and no matter
what you baptize a man In, it must be a burial.

Q. Friend M. do you not in common with friend P. both
a~rt'e in immersion a$.valid baptiFm ,

.M. WeU-yes-we allow the candidates always lO have
their choice. .

Q Not always; Ipresume those little babes that you poured
water upon a~ the last Quarterly meeting, had no choice in
the matter.

oM. I meant adults; but of course infants have no choice,
and as they Ilre entitled, as Paul says, to membership in the
church, t1.ey should be baptized.

Q. Friend M. will thee point me to the ~hapter and verse
where Paul intImates any such thing 1

.N. Well. J?aul does not exactly say,' in sornany words, that
infanl$ have a right to membership in the church, but he does
imply it in 1 Cor. 10th chapter: " Moreover, btetbren, I
would not -have you i~norant, how that all ollr fathers were
upder the cloud~ and all passed through the sea; and were all
baptized unto Moses in th'! cloud and in the sea," andal
there wer!!. infants amollg theBl they had DO choice in the
matter.

Q. Thee does not quote that scripture to pove infant
membership? I trust if so, you should remember that it
will prove too much, for if tho infants were baptized be-
·Oft,USC they were with the' Fathers,' werO' not the ilocks
and herds of cattle baptized too? for they were with the
fathers toot Ex. 10: 9-26, Now friend whate-ver provel5.
tt;Jo much proves nothing, aild this prove. the boptiilm of



beaats, t;hereforeit proves too much for the 8ubjec~.
P. Brebhren, I hope we may return to the subject of

Union.
Q. ,Friend P. do not become impatient: friend M. and

myself,have only been trying to clear the brush out of
the way.

But frieud M. and I wish to go back to the quarterly
meeting refelTed to. There was one thing that occurred
there, that I couldnot reconcilu, and that was this, in 'thy
discusion thou was goiJlgto prove pouring to be the only
baptism,aud thee labored hard and long. Thee also abus- .
ed immersion, thee said it was not decent" etc. But
when thee got through, thee went down to the river and
practiced that which thee 'Saidwas not decent; all this I
could not so well comprehend.

M. Mr.Q. you havebeen trying for some time to bring
into this conference out side matters, you have no rite to
criticise my practice here, for--the--fact--is

Q. Friend M. be quiet, I only wished to know how
thee could reconcile the matter referred to. But 1 will
not press the matter now,I,hope however, thee will think
upon the subject.

Baptist. Brethren J. just learned that you were met
here, to confer upon the subject of Ohristian Union, and
J could not refrain from jo' ing Jlou in so praise worthy
an enterprise"

T. Brother B.we are gratified to meet with you, and
welcomeyou in to our conference, for the Lord will look
with complacency upon the.efforts of all his children
who are trying to remove the unhappy divisions from
among his people. And we were just trying as bro. Q.
says to get the brush out of the way, so that we could all
come together.

B. It is tl'UOthat all thingS that separate the people
, of God should be removed out of the way,all nonessentials
$ould be give up, but essentials aloneshould be contend-
ed for, and upon them we can all unite.

T. Now.ethren, I Just have a few~gs more to
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eay upon the subject of the action of baptism, and then I
am done on that point.

I have often thought, how strange it is that people do
not act, in reference to divino things as they do with
reference to things of this world. For if a man contem-
plated bringing an action in law against a party, and
should go to an attorney and state his causo of action
with all the testimony, and if he had no more evidence
than is to be found in the Bible for sprinkling or pour-
ing for baptism, there is not a Lawyer in the land bat
would tell him he had better not bring his suit. But on
the othor hand, if the evidence W!'B as strong as the evi-
dence in favor of immersion, the attorney would say
)'our cause is good, therc is no doubt of succoss. And
now as all agree that immersion is valid baptism. That

• it is a common ground upon which we can all meet.
B. So I think, brother T.
Q. Friends, since we have been investigating this subject,

I m.ust confess my min<! ha9 untlergone a radical chang~, and
there is now one thing certain to my mind,and that is,that Ihave
Dotobeyed the Gospel of our Lord J esus,and atl,thlltime allotted
to man in thrs world is short, I wish to be acting, and now
·brothel' B. will thee immerse me 1

B. 1£you will attlmd our church meeting next Saturday
three wee!:s, and give the ::hut a relation of your christian
experience, and they think you have been pardoned. thSD1
will baptize you.

Q. Thee could not expect a man to give or have a christian
experi.mce before he is in (;hmt, and then I do not wish to
delay so long. I have been readmg the practice of the apos-
tles, and I find thy did not require any delay. But pray
friend B. what kind of an experience must a man have, and
how do the church decide ~

B. A man must be converted, 88 Saul was, and this the
church decides when his experience accords with tbat of
theirllo

Q. Is it possible' was thee converted as Saul was'
B. Ihope I was.



Bao. D. T. WRIGHT -Dear Sir: There were perSODS
who rejected all the New Testament, as being aspiritual doc-
trine, only to be written in the heart; and that being written,
it is a killing letter. Others rejected tbe epistle to the He-
brews, to James, to 2 Peter, tbe second and third of John,
Jude and the Revelation. Othl3rs rejected some parts of the
New Testament. as the last chapter of Mark; and I. believe
the Bible Union doubts the authenticity of that chapter fr0f!l
verse 9. Others rejected Luke 19,Christ weeping over Jeru-
salem, and his sweating agony, and the apparition of the an-
gels comforting him 22, and the history of the woman taken
JDadultery.John 8, and the seventh verse of 1 John 5. All
the parties in christendom, be ieve their opinions to be a~ree-
able to the scriptur.es and go a out to prove them by the Bible.

There are persons, who pretend, that the ullderstanding of
God's word, or knowing his wI~I, ill not to be imputed to the
use of ordinary means, such as the us~ of learning, studying,
meditatioIl, rational ieferences, collation of places, consulting of
the original languages, ancient copies, and expositions of the
Fllthers of the Church, analogy of received doctrine, together
with unbiased affections, and sincere desires of finding out
the truth, and constant prayer for God's bleasing on, and co-
operation with these and other means--referring the same to,
the extr2 ordinary gift of the spirit in prophesying .preachin~ ,or
expounding,or to illumJDation, not proplletlcal, or simply ex-
traordinary, but such as is thought to be. prl>:D1sedto a ne~

LEo

Q. DW the aee & light Ihine &101ID about tbe.,
B. I thought-I-aw-I-felt light..
Q. Did .thee hear the voice of Jesus'
B. I eanoot say I did, bit I llave heard good mtm. say they

h'!8rd a voice
Adjourned to meet again. A.

For the Christian Pione~r.
THE ADVERSARIES OF THE BI:BLE ANCIENT

AND MODERN. NO.3.



ADTDIIJA..ms 1

Cr.Jstur&. the ~ of the spiril of (;OIl ift 1M IN"" ej...,y
••• af RU, which consequeBtly supeTcede~ the use of aU ex"
ternal means and ordinance, to such, even of the word of God
itself, CODtained in the canon of scripture. The scriptures
'which they produce in favor of this whim, out of the old Te ••
tament Bre psahns 26. 9. 12. 14. 111. 10. and 119. 18. ~rov.
2. 7. 3. 32 and 28. 6: Is. 34. 8. Ezekiel. 11' 19. Hag.2. 6.
Joel 2. 28. Out of the New Testament. John 6.46.7.17.
8.31. 32.48. 1 Cor. 12.7. Gal. 3. 14. Ephs. 1. 17. 1 Qbn
2. 20. 3. 24. I heard my father say that when he began ~o
preach in the latter half of the last century, the Virginia cal.
vinistic baptist preachers told, him that he need not study be·
fore he went into the pulpit, that it would be given iu that,
very moment what he should say or speak, he said he tried
once or twice, and it was not given as they said it would be,
and he concluded to study beforehand, and he soon found he'
could speak best on !Iubjects he had Iltudied before he went'
into tLe pulpit.

These are the calvinists who believe what is to be will be,
and would not theTefore get out of the way of a falling tree.
TheBe are those who can read the Bible, who have tbe Bible
in their housei, yet seldom or never read it, either in private,
or in'their families, but spend much of their predol1~ time upon
vile pamphlets. curious arts, novel, profane stories, lascivious
poems-such as Byron's-whereas they should husband all their
spare time from the necess:lry duties of their calling, to the
reading, hearing and meditating upon the word of God, which
will enlighten their understanding with the knowledge of God,
establish their heart wjth the promises of God, moderate their
foys with the fear of God, meditate their affliction with the
comforts )f God, aud regulate all their thoughts, words, and
deeds w'jib th~ precepts of God. But above aU.other enemies
ihe pontificiolls or papists are the greatest eoimies to tlie Bible.
AntIchrist is the most powerful and malignant foe the gospel
eyer had to encounter. Who ha&not heard such language
as this, what does"lt matter, whether we belong to the Roman
catholic church, or the church of England, or to the Presby-
lllrian, the Baptist, or Methodist church, or to llny chllrch'



If we do justly, love mercy and walk humbly with God, it it
at] he requires of us, without rerplexing ourselves about rite.
and ceremonies, or forms and modes of worship: these are
only tbe anise; mint, and cummin which are tithed fQr the
priesthood; if the heart is right. that is all Now I ask what
does such an harrangae as this amount to' Is not this the
meaning, that .all the terrible denuDciationll which the word
of God contains agaim~t the c:mupters of the Gospel, against
those ho secularize the kingdoDl. are a bugbear, a scarecrow
unworthy the attention of a milD of sense.' If any such
person, should .ever chance to read these lines. let me ask you
my friend. what is the meaning of this vetse. if any man wor-
ship the beast and his image, and recie1le his mark in his
forehead or tn hu haM, the samt shall drink of the Wlne of
til., wrath of God, which is poured out 'Dithout mixture into the
cup of hu indignailC/fI,:and Ite shall be tormtn/ed with fire and
brimstone tn tlte presence of the holy angels. and in the presence
offhe Lamb: and Ihesmoke of their torment ascends up forever
and evtr: and they have no rest day nor nigM who worship
the beast and his image. afld whosoever'recieves tlte mark oJ his
name. chap 14:9-11. L~t me ask you, my friend. Is God
mocked? Does he mock his creatures with idle threats? Is
there any such tbing as the beast and his image? Is there
any such thing as recie\'ing hl8 mark in the forehead or
hand' What IS this mark. if it is not infant sprmkling? Is
not this put in the forehead i Do you not hear what is said
concerning it 1 Read these verses in your retirement, ponder
them; read, and ask you fSt'lf do they apply to me 1 Is it no-t
a fearful and awful thing to fall into the hunds of the Liv.
ing God 1 •• Worship God, and give glory to his name. for .the
hour of his jurlgment is come: worship him that made heaven
and earth. and the seRf and the fountams of water." Verse 7.
Here is the perseverance (If the saints: here are they whp
keep the comma ldments of God, and the faith of Jesus. All
the old christians satd the mark of the beast w~s infant ran.
tism: they said it was the key to hell •. In 1111 the scriptures
their is not so terrible a denunciation as thL'. By this greater
fear does Dol God arm hi. lenantl against lhe fear of the
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be•• t t the fire and brimstone with which they are tormeJ!ted
ascends up forever and ev"r. . God grant that the reader n<'r
writer may ever try the strict, literal eternity of this torment.
God deals with us according to the connection in which we
stand: and not accJrding to our individual worth. Were any
of the antideluvians saved besidt!s the eight in the ark t Were
there no worthy mdividunls outside of the ark t If save·Jout·
side of the ark, why build the ark. In the destruction of Sodom
and Ghomoroh were any finlllly saved except those who _ape
ed from the fiery deluge t In lhe destruction of God's enemies
in the old Testament, the men women, children and beasts who
were connect~d with the devoted persons wVe all destroyed.
Witness Korllh,Dathon and Abiram. Nums. 16. The Amel·
ikitee. 1Samel15, Men treat men according to the company
they are found,in, as counterfeiters, traitors, murderers, and
rebels. The Popes, some of them, maybe resp ~ctabll!perso:ls,
but they stand at the head of the Grand Rtlbellion against the
best government the,slln ever bhone up;)n". If rebellion against
human governments is punishe~ with death, why should not
God punish rebellion against the KlOg of kings and the Lord
of lords t Is rebellion against the majesty of heaven and
,earth, the o:lly one :hat is to pass with impunity 1 Come
out of her, 0 my people, as forever a burning house or city.
or a sinking ship, flee as from an earthquake or a storm of
fire and bflmstone. Yours truly,

\ JACOB, CREATH ..~.
THE TWO WITNESSES. NO.2.

Bao. D. T. WRIGHT: Bro. Wm. Jones says, •• That the
Old and New Testaments testified of Christ and his Kingdom
in opposition to_Antichrist and liis Killgdom, will.be denied by
no one who understands the subject. And it IS remarkable
that they who contend for these witnesses being a succession
of men, testifying in the several ages against the corruptions
which Antiohrifl bas introouced, find themselves compelled to
ackowledge, that these' individuals or lililolrchell,wiuaessed for



Gbrilt ad hisUlUS8, by brillgiag forward the testimony of Kie
·Old &Ad New Te8tament llCI'ipluresagainlt him. I~ would net
therefore &eem very dfficult to reconcile thel8 cODtendiog
parties. But 10 proceed: The two wltneues are said to bl!,

.the two olivetrees, and the two candlesticks, standillg befoJle

. the God of the earth. Mr. Fuller has observed upon thiS, that
the olivetrees and the candlesticks mentioned, Za<:h.4: 2,3. to
which there i. here a manifest referenoe, were oot the same.
The former supplied the latter, ,or the two sides of the bowl of
it with oil. The candlestick seems to have signified the
church. and the olivetrees the prophets of God who .were with
the bUilders, helping them in rebuilding the hou!!e of God at
Jerusalem, Ezra 6: 2. Corresponding with this, the olivetrees
of John are faithful ministers, and the candlesticks Christian
churches. The same prohesying which bears witness BgalOst
the corruptions of Antichrist, supplies the friends of Christ
"'lth fresh oil, and enables them to sbine as hghts in the
world. Both the olivetrees Bnd the candlesticks, in differ-
ent WllyS,are witnesses to tbe truth." Tbis distinction be-
tween faithful ministers and churches appears to be objectiona-
ble; and in the place of the former, I prefer reading the two

-COVlIDants,testament!!, or dispensations, says Jones. (An-
drew Fuller the Calvinistic Baptist is the ODeDarned above,
-he is a Baptist oracle.)

••The Lord calls them his two witnesses: and so we find
Jesus Ohmlt in the day of his public ministry, appealing to
the scriptures of the Old Testament as testifying of h;m : John
6: 39.•• Search thescriptures •..... Jor they testify of me." And
when bis apostles foretold the corruptions of chrisllanlly, they
called Christians to attend to thll Old Testament Scriptures to"
gether wilh those of the new which rhey preached: aud they
warD them to I<eepclose to these as the great means of preserv-
ing them ffQmthat corruption. 2 Tim. 3. 2 Thss. 2: 15. 2 Peter
3: 2. 1 Joh..n:4: 6. To which I may further add, that the Book
of Revelation invariably describes the tru~ church by the tes-
timonyof the ScrIptures which they believe) obey and Buffer for.
leA chapters 6 : 9. 1J: 1. 13: 10. 14: 12. 18 : 20. 21: 14.

The cODlllusiololthen to wwch I think we are brought by
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tbeee mi8ce11aDeoul obsemWoDlS is dUa: d»at by the two wit·
_ we are to understand, primarily tbe Old aod New 1'etI-
tament; but that neverthelesa, tbese books Pl'o.phesied by'
means of a succeuion of men and churches, who were raised
up from time to time, to bring forth the doctrine of the Scripl· .
ures in oppositioa to the corruptions of Antichrist. These
witneIBN are said to prophesy in sackcloth. Such a garb
Yi1ryfitly represents their condition during ,the entire reign
of the man of sin, nearly one tbousand two hundred and sixty
years. Sackoloth is the scriptural emblem of sorrow and af·
fliction, and to prophesy in sackoloth imports that they should
maintain their testimony against all the abomina~ions of AB-
tichrist, in a mourning dejected steite. These wltneBSes
prophesiec;lamong the nations which trod the holy city un-
derfoot: and, however ,base and mournful their appearance
was in that state of prevailing degeneracy and corruption, yet
they still hao some place among the nations, and'they teltified
to them. Holding forth the word of hfe, in the midst of a
crooked and perverse generation, uutIl they were killed by
the beast, who could not withstand or repel their testimony
'against him, and, consequently,had no other way of venting his
malignant spleen but by putting them to death. And if any

. man will hurt them fire proceeds Qut of their mouth, and de-
.vours their enemies; and if any man will hurt them, he
'must in this manner be killed. Verse 5. This language ap-
pears to be borrowed from J er. 5: 14. " Wherefore, thus says
the Lord God of host, becau.se you speak thh, word, behold
I will make my words m thy mouth fire. and this people
wood, and i(shall devour them." The words seem to import,
these two witnesses, by bringing forth the testimony of God
contained in the holy Scriptures, should pronounce the pre-
dicted vengeance of the Almighty upon the irreclaimabie ad-
herents of the Antichrls~i'ln apostasy; even as the words of
the Lord in the mouth of Jeremiah the prophet, devoured the-
apo~tate bouse of Israel, by announcing their desolation
through the arms of the Romans, who destroyed their city
and temple. "0 These have po.werto shut .heaven that it ram

. aot in th4 days of their prophesy: and n.ave power over t4e
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tDaters to turn tkem to blood, and to smite tke earth untA all
plagtles, as often as they will." Verse 6. We have in this
verse an allusion to the /}onduct of Moses and Aaron, in
Egypt; 'to tl,ftt of Elijah during the apostasy of the ten tribes;
and to Zerubbabel and Joshua, about the end of the captivi.
tv; their ehutting heaven that it rain not during tho days of
their prophecy, contains an evident reference to the land of
Cannaan durrng the space of three years and a half, in conse·
quence of the prayer of Elijah, 1 Kings 17. 1; James 5. 17 ~
and the applicatiou of that event to the case in hand, appears
to denote the withholding of the dew of heaven. the influence
of the spirit and wor'.!of Gud upon the apQstate iuhabitants of
the Roman world; and so al~o, their power of turning the
water to blood, and smiting tbe eartb with diverse plagues, in
allusion to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, indicates the denunci.
ation of diviO'.ljudgmellt on the apostate church, in CODf.'le·
of their hardening their hearts, and, slighting the admonitic,n
of God'~ two mystical wit,lesses. In short, from the reference
here made to Moses and Aaron, to Elijah and Elisha, to Ze·
rubbabel and Joshua, and to our Lord's ministry on earth, we
may say that the antichristian apostasy during the time these
two witnesses prophosied in sackcloth, was typified by the
Egyptian bondpge; by the apostasy' of the ten tribes, &c.
particularly in the time of Jtlzebel; by the Babylonish
captivity, and by the Jews m the days of our Lord's
ministry, and their j)inihg with the Roman~ to crucify him.
And when the'!!shall have finished th.eir testimony the beast
that ascends out of the bottomless spit, shall make war
against them, and orercome them, and kill them, and their
dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city which
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt where our Lord was
crucified. Verse 7. 8. We have already seen that the time
alloted for theEe two witnesses to testify against the abomina.
tions of Antichrist is 1260 years: on the completion of which
they were to be overcome and killed by the beast; that is,
thAir testimony was to bE silenced for a time. During thiS in·
terval, their dead bodies are exposed in the streets of the
,reat city. namely, the antichristian church,. which for fiJw



daiDe., is compared to S~OPl; £or \yQ~.ap4~ to
Eg,pt; and for peteecllt.\on, crualtyanclbloodsDed to J .
wbichkilled the proph&ts aad"Cl'uciAe4,thesonG! God Ilm-lt.
In killin~ of the witne~s, Antichrist it repreeeDted 'iQ biI
tyraopioal persecuting power as a beast thot ascended _ of
the bottomless pit; but a. this is Ulore fullg .~ fortll in thJ
13th a~d 17th chapts. I reserve any remarks I bave, to offer
on. th., subject, till we arr4t,e thither.

JACOB CUATIl.
(to be coptioued.)

WHO WAS JAMES THE LORD'S BROTH~Rf
NO.1.... ..

., Near"INDIAlfAPOLIS,~pril 27th. 1~

, BRO. WRIGHT:- Your kind letter of the 18th. inst. is ,1'9-

ee.ived.' In answer to Its request, that I \yrite'for the Pioneer,
I send you some thoughts upon the above quelltion. I had
occll;lion, D, year or 'so ago, io' answering some ,queries in the
Weekly &ccord ( I believe) to look into this question, a little
deeper than ever 1 had before; and though I had been for
years imppresslld with the idea that James the Just, first Iijsh.

,op -of Jerusalem, was the literal brother of the Lord, as iJltim-
ated Gal. 1: 19, I was not (Itilhert\l) aware tbattha scriptures
afforded such demonstrable proof of the fact as I ~.ndiscov-
ered. .

'As the two or three little artic~es i then wrote, were prob-
aDly never seen by orie in a hundr"d of your readers, and if

. they were, have prob~bly been forgotten ere tHis, I deem it
not out of order to announce this as the. theme of a few arti-
cles for your valuable paper. If any cf your -exchanges 86e
cause to copy them, and t~us bring the subject into more
geQeral Dotiee, they are at liberty so to'do. , I would .esteem
it a favor to be furnished with the Nos. containing 8uch cop-
ies ,if I' am not in reguhr' receipt of the papers which
may copy them.



thjP~QlO~ by WJ1Yof preliminary: I deelJl it due to my-
If. well as to the author.ot the tract~to say that I have been

~uG4. (Mlsi~tQdin the lnv~stiga~on by a 'little traot of some
04 pages, written bran Episcopal clergyman, of the name

4Ul~ ~tyle of "REv. CHAUNOYW. F~TcH.D. D., Rector. of dtr ' .
James'~ church, Piguo" ,Ohio." Said tmet s,eems to have been
pub1i~bed whh the endorse~ent of BISHO~ MCLVA1'fE 'of
Ohio, as a complete upsetter of " the ~hole, Mariolity of
Rom~ aod and ",11 her claims to supremacy through Peter."
It is also de~ign~d' by its a,~~9orto estabhsh a line of ~pisco- ,
pal successIOn mdependent of Rome, ~vhereby EpIscopal,
clergymen may elaim"':"'yes, they may 'claim, but can never

, • . I

prave--a regular 'apostolic sucl(eSSiOD,without,goint through
the Romish church to get it. But enough of this.

The queiltion with which we set out is, Who is, or was,
James, the Lord's brother .'!. CO~lmon opinion, based upon
that most unr~liable 'authority, Romish Tradition, identifi~s
'him with;James the less, ~on of Alpheus, Olieof the twelve or-
ignal apostles. His bemg called the Lord's brother, is as~

. cribed, . by that Sllme au'th,ority-Romish tradition-to He-
~ew custom, designatin¢ cousins by the title of brothers. But
~hat evidence do they give of such a oustqm prevailing a~onli
the Hebrews 1 None, that I have ever-seen, but this exam-
ple I and 'jf tha,t is not a complet~ begging of the question,
I kpow not wpat would be. It assumes as a fact; the very
Ql1estionin dispute, and seeks to use it as pruof or::the prop-
osition! This WIll never do. .

On the other hand, we have abundant proof that. the Hi-
brews had terms to distingirish between cousins and brothers

, as ~learly IlS we do. For instancl)', Luke 1: 36, the angel
tells Mary that he~ cousin-not her sister-Elizabeth had "also
conceived a son in her old age."

But again; this cousinship between James the less and our
Lord, V3 based upon the asS'UmptlOnthat his mother, Mary,
the wife of Cleophas-also called Alpheus-was the sister of
Mary the mother of Jesus ;Jhe only evidence of which, is
the mispunctuation of John 19: 25; and which is abun-
dantly disproved by' a comparison of the statements of all,
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~ evangelists taken tOgether. Here foll()Wthe &tat.ments
alluded to': '

1. Matt. 27:'50, 1;6, has tne following:
,. And m'any 'wom~n were'there (beholding afar oft) which follow-

ed Jesus :.from Galilee, ministering unto him; among whom weN
,Mary Magdal,ene, and Mary the mother of James aDdJoses, and
the mother of Zebedee's children."

Here are' three women particularized out of "mllny" that
followed Jesus from Galilee-twp-:of them named, and one of
them designated by her title,' as the it mother of Zeblldee's
children. ",

2. Mak 15: 40, reads thus:
'{TMre were alJ'lo wl>inenlooking on afar aIF, among whom was

Mary Magdalefie, and-Mary the mother of James the le8ft, and of
Joses, <rod.Salome.~'

ijere we have', doubtless, the. same th'ree persons, all
naJlled-to Will 1\;1aryMagdalene, Uary the mother of james
the less and of ,Joses, and Salome, the mother of Zebedee's
children. I,

3. Luke simply state~ that So gpeat company followed
J csus·~o the cross, bewailing him, but does not nal'lWl,

any Of them as looking on at h~scrucifixion. He names
"Mary' Magdalene, and' J oauna (possibly another name
for Salome) and Mary the mother Of James, and other
wOlDen wJth th~m," as bringing the news of t~ Lord's

-being gone from' the sepulchre and the resurreetiOD:
morning.

4. John 19: 25,gives it thus:
" Now there stood by; the cross of J eSllS, his mother, and his moth-

er's sister; Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary.Magdalene."
I havo simply dotted' the comma·between the wordi

sister and Mary, making a semicolon (jf it, and who can
fail to .see who Mary's sistor is? B;ere are four persQll8
ment~oned,; two of them nll'medand identified, as Mary:
the wife of Cleophas,and Mary Magdalene; and the oth-
er two, not named, but def\ignatedby their relation to
El40h other, and to tho Lord-" his mother, &J?dhis moth•.
er'!!sister,') His mother's namef we knowis Mary i but
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what itt the name ofhis mother's sister 7 She fftllst be
tho rson designated by Matthew as the mother or Zeb-
ede.'s childro" and named by Mark, Salome.

This shows, beyond a reasonable doubt, that the siste'
()f the Lord's mother here alluded to, was not tae moth-
er of James the les8, but of james the son of Zebedee,
and of John his brother j and, 11.8we never hear of James
and John being cl'lled the Lo"Nfs brothers" there is no
authority whatever, for ~a!.lingJames the loss his, broth-
er.

Admitting, for the argument's sake, that surh a cus-
tom prevailed (of calling cousins brother8)-also, that
Cleoph.as(or Alpheu8)was' ,a brother of J 08eph the hus-
band of the Lord's mother (which Mr. Fitch think8 was
the ca8e)-the 80n8 of Zebedeewould be better entitled
to that de8ignation than another, who was only cou8in-,
in-law, tho former being full bl~od 'cousins and the lat-
ter only such in law. The question then re!.mrs, Who
was Jame8 the Lord's brother? If neither the one nor
the other of these two Jamoses was the man, who was
he? I answ:er,a younger son of Mary, by;rosoph, her
lawful husband. Another Romish traditon present8 him
11.8the son of J osepll by a former wife, and as such simply
what we call now-a-daysastep brother. But this sto.ry is
evidently got up to sustain the alledged perpetual virgin-
ity of Mary: for upon this assumed immaculate purity of
the virgin mother of Chri8t,hang!' the entire system ~t
Mary worship practiced in the Romish church.

My reasons for assuming so confidentlythat he was the
80n of Joseph and Mary, are the following; 1st. 'l'he
prophecies concerning Christ require that his mother
though at his conception and birth a virgin, should nev-
erthe1esshaTOother children beside8 him. See Ps. 89;
9: ItI am become a 8tranger to my brethren, and an al-
ien to my mother's children." If any. one doubts this
passage relating to Christ, let him'look at the 21st and
22nd verses of the same psalm, and doubt no more. By
tbls, then, we learn that Messiah was not only to bav~
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bttotliron, but that they were to be his mother's. chltar~
2nd. The evangelists in speaking of the bi'rth of Clirist

call him, not the only bo~, but the first born of his moth-
~r; there by plainly implyIng that she had other chil-
dren. They also speak of Joseph, her betrothed hus-
band, in obedience to the direction of the angel, taking
her bome as his Wife; but not cohabiting with her till af·
tel' she had brought forth her first born son. This clear-
ly implies, not only, that he '?1id cohabit with her after-
'wards, but that she had other children by him.

3rd. My third reason fOf so affirming, is, that he is dis-
tinctly named, Matt. 13: 56,-heading a list of four
brothers, and, at least a plurality of sisters, who are rep-
.resented as still residing with Mary after Jesus had en·
Mred upon his mission. The brethren, It James, and J 0-

ses, and Simon, and Judas; and his sistere, are they not
an with us?" But this paper is long enough: More
anon~ , B. K. S.

•••• •
P,u.UYBA, '\fa. April 7, 1864.

Baa D. T. WaIGHT~DEAa SIa: Will you 'do me the
fa,vor to insert the .following article against clerical conven-. .
!ions written to Bro. Walter Scott $.omefifteen years ago, or
more, at the time the discussion was going on respecting the
getting up of the Convention in Cjncinn~i j or whether it should
be there or In Baltimore. Your readers will see that it is
the third article I wrote them on that subject, and that it was
returned to me by Mr. Melish, for what reallon I do not now
remember. I:attended some State Meetings in Mo.-while I
Wal Agent for the Revision to further that object. But I
have uniformly opposed t~em since 1825 as my letter in
the Christian Baptist of that date proves. Please return tbe
original manus;eript after printing the article, and, ohlig.

TORrl trl1ly, J. CREATH.
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BAG.: SCOTT & Co: 1. The ·«hristiaD Age of tbe 6th inl:lt;
iS,before me containing my second letter. There is oQet)"
pographical error in that letter, you have Fonstal-instead of
TOD~tal. My address was' changed frqm brother Scott to
brother Melish.-I prefer my address to stand 'as 1write it.
All the ,arguments that I have yet, seen for a, convention, beg
the. question at issp~, they take for granted the thing to b!l
proved, they, one and all, assume that ,we ough~ tohave a con-
vention, and then proceed to argue frolll tbat 'assumption' as, /

from an atiom, instead of 'first giving us the scriptural a,uthor-
hy for a convention. One of y'!ur correspondents tells 'whllt
be does not wllnt with a convention, oth€rs tell what they do
wa~t with it, as tbuugh they had proved to the satisfactio~
of all persons--that such 1l <;onvention was scriptural. This
course of your correspondents reminds one 0' litigants before
a court of Justic'e ~ontending for property. Oue party, to
establish his claill\s to the property) -tells the, court what he
will not do with the prop'erty if he gets' it. The other party
to prove his title to the property tells the court what he will •
do with it if he gets it. One party $IIYS to the court, if you
will give me the property,l Will not live, upon it in cincinnatr1
hut in Baltimore. The other says, I will not live in Bal-
timore upon it, but in Cincinnati. Are not lh'ese weak pleas
to prove the title of either party to lhe property 1 would not
the better plan be to first read the law giving tbe property
to the contending parties 1 First prove a clear ·title to th~
property, first ptove the equity of their claims to the propeny,
and then live upon it, either in Cincinnati or 'Baltimore 1

2. A second reason for a convention is, that the brethren
generally favor it. If the bretbren universally opposed it
for twenty ypars, i~not one universal for twenty years, heavier
than one general for five vears 1 Another argument for a
convehtion is, that {,Brother Campbell fav-ors it, and tnat>he is

:Fl:lr the Chri.JtiaDAge.

ARGUMENTS AGAINST CLERICAL ORGAN·
IZATIONS: NO.3.
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a hOlt-in himself." TIri.$is only arraying brother Calnpbell
against brother, Campbell. Brother Campbell can't·weighlOOre
ID fiye years past than he did i::l the previous twenty years.
A host for twenty yean, must be an ovennatch for the same
bost for five Yell:~s. . So that these two argnments lITe in
our favor. , _

3~ Another plea for a convention is,church-organizah.on,
christian-organization, ••no ch~rch.government," &ci &.c. If
we have no congregations in the United States, nbne built
upon the scriptures, none obeying the institution and precepts
of the New Testament, then this noise ab t·t no chureb· gov.
ernment'" desetvei some attentIon. But if \Vehave any such
congregations, then this hue artl crv of .t no c4urch-organiza.
tion " deserves nq attention. They either are cJ;uirches;-or'
they are not churches.-If they are churcb,es,-then they do
not need organization, nor, re.organization, then they .have
goverrunent, and the charge of nQchurch-government WI false
and malicious. - These congregations bui upon the sacr~
writings, be tlWYfew or many, cQnstitute the universal chlH'ch
of our brethren. These oongregations of ours. scattered
and located ovei' the United States, cannot be ·collected in
Cincinnati Dor Balti~ore. For one or more members of
each of these congrp,gatio~s to meet 10 Cincinnati, can~lOtbe
-called a meeting of our c~urch or denomination witho~lC
perverting t,be word churcn from its scriptural meaning.
For It is impossible to move all our churches there. Then
why all this noise about church-prganizalion in Cincinnati,
unless we could move all our churches there and remodel
them? I understand by the phrase "no cburch-government,"-
no clerical-government,-that we m..lstmeet in Cincinna\j to
organize our clergy, or to organize a third church something
uuknown to the Ne~ Testament. That the phrasf!s, church·
organization, no chllrch-govermiletlt -means no clerical gov.
ernment.-'-we have only to sl1bstitute the definition for the
term, and It will read as well, with the definition as with
the term.-

. The third mlilani~g of the word churqh. mea the clergy.
when it is ;aid the Catholic church met last May in Baltimore,'
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it meaDS the Catholic clergy met there. And so of all PtOt~
eltant sects. And so it will be said of our clergy when they
altall have met in Cincinnati. If we are t() be opperated'
upon by the Jeers and Jibs ()f our ellemies, and their ~unts
that we have DO clerical· government-they will never cea~
reproaching us,-until we. are as fashionably and as beauti.
full, adorned with all the garments of SID, and with aU the
robes of unrighteousness' as any daughter the old molhar h•••
For my part I glory in the chllrg~ that we hll,ve no clerical.
organi~atioD, no, popes, n; cardinals. no Jesuits, no at:\lb-
lJjshop8, .no ' Lord .shops, no diooesan 'bishop,s, &0•...::.1 hope
we never shall have any clerical organizatioo. "

3. Another plea for a convention is Union. By decrying
against councils among papists and protestants, and tben ·us-
ing them ourselves, we go upon thtl pres~mptlon-that we are
better me•• than they, that we are more infallible lha\! they, that
weC80 bold anrl wield,weapons, which have proved so fatal
.nd dangerous in eir b,ands. But what reason' have we fot:
such presumptionl why should not a convention prove as frtlit-
ful of mischief in our hands, as in the 'hands of any other
protestant sect 1 what right l'B,\l8. we to believe that. weapons,
which have proved 80 mortal in the hands of others, should
be 80 innocent in ours 1 why should all other strealDS and
rivera be corrupt, except ours 1 The papists boost of their
union of popes, card inals, archbishops. and bishops, and all
their smaller fry, against pr~testaDt divisions. What did i't
cost tbe martyrs to withstand this streaml Mahometans and
:pagans are united. All. seets are uni\ed against each other
and ag-&instus. What has it east us to withstand this coutiu-
epee of uoions ? The deml>Dsare united against God and
,ood ~D.

•.......
~.

o I!h~liIeto men t devil with devil damn'd.
Firm concord holds, men only disagree
Of creatures rational; thoul\'h WIder hl'pe
Of heavenly grac~; and GOd proclaiming peace.
Yet live in hatred. enmity and strife
Among themselves, and levy.wars, .
WastiDg the eartb. each other t!) deatrol-
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'l'he good an~els are united. lkd men ar'.! united. The
good or bad effects of union therefore depends upon the be-
iugs that are united. If we were all infallibly good men,
atld could be infallibly directed- to tbe- accomplishment of
good, .then we might effectuate much good by our united
efforts in a convention. God knowing us better than we do
ourselvel', has left us without any authority for Ii clerical
union in a convention. The history of ages has confirmed
hIs wisdom in so doing.
• 4 One writer for a convention places the issue, the who~e
isSue in this controversy, between the individual action of one
congregation and the ·usociated action of all the congrega-
t.ions. If this, be-thtl true issue, then the New Testament bas
,decided the question in our favor.' The Motherand model
church, Jerusalel'Q, preac~ed the word, .withGut 0. com.ention,
in Judea, Samllria, Phoenecia, Cyprus. amI Antioch. AC~Ii3:
1,2. Actl't 11:W,20. Of the Thessalonian congregation ill i.
said, tt Besides, from you the word of the Lord, resounded, Dot
only in Macedonia and Achaia; but also in every place your
faith in God .is spread abrcad I!O that we have no need \0

speak anything." 1Thess. 1chap. 8 verse.-New Translation.
The question is now decided in our favor by the Book. What
these two prominent congregations did, all the rest did, with·
out a 'convention .and before the question of circumcision
was decided in Acts 15, Give us two as plain cases of asso-
ciated churches as these two from the ~w Testament. An-
other special pleader asks me for" a serman on Union." The
apostohc churches had no sermons for union nor against union.
Their, c01!rse was to obey the following solemn adjuration ••• I
.olemnly charge you by the Lord, that this epistle be read to
all the holy brethren." .1Thess. 5 chap. 26,27. All the apos-
tolic oongregations read the scriptures in the'ir meetings in-
stead of hearing things called sermons, After their practice
was laid aside, homilies were delivered ul>0n chapters, or
portions of scripture, down to the SIh century. After homi·
lie" ceased, then came the imitators of of Stage Actors called
preachers. Many of the modern pre.chers are more like.



tMltridal 'actors than preachers, aad their effnsiops more
lib dramas, than sermons.

6. All the arguments which I have yet seeri offered in sup-
port 9f this convention can be turned to support the Catholic
institution. I see from the last Harbinger which has just
come to band, that brother Campbell hils placed it upon the
proper foundation, his Opinion. 'Hi:> opinion at .present II

plaeed against all his arguments and \\ ritings for the firs~
twenty years of his editorial-shi~After tbls convention shan
have met, and passed Resolutions, what opportunity will any
OppOSIngbrother have of witbslanding, or altering said R{)s-
olutlons, be their character what they may.'! Will said Res-
olutions be biuffing llJlon the churches-or' not binding upon.
them 1 If binding who ma'kes them binding t Who gave thel
conventioB power to bind the churches 1 Will the conven-
tion do thIngs, pass resolutions without authority to do so 1
If the resolutions are' not obligatory why pass 'them 1 Why
pass resolutions that have no force, that are without power;
without effect? If they are authoritative who iRto enforce
~ir authority 1 ' Will not their enforcement prOlluce opposi-
tion, division 1 A writer who signs himself "Sea Shore,"speaks
of a I' constitution and by-laws, being positively under..-Slood."
When thiS'convention shall have gdne into operation with all.
its machmery, I shall consider it the greatest victory which
our enemies have yet achieved over liS. I shaH conSider
th~t the. foundation &ton",for popery is laid deep and broad
among liS, as it was ,at Nice, under Constantine. All t~is
discussion is about a thing-a convention, unknown to the
New Testament. Weare trying to squeeze out of. it, what
is not in it., ' '

CLERICAL ORG"NIZATJ;()N~

6. As my position is called ultra, I will make an extract
fram a letter I;wrote in 1825, from, Mason Co. Ky. to' the edit-
or of the Christian Baptist, found in Burnett's addition, pare
144; whkh letter, brother Campb~ll's enemies said be forged,
because there was Dot a lIIan, they sa'id, W8iJtof the Allegany
mountains competent to write it: "Your paper has well nigh
stopped missionclry operations in this state. I hope it will
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destroy associatioDs, Iltate conventions, presbyteries, 8Jno4al
and general assemblies; all of which are as assumed and lllI:

antisoriptural AS the infallibility and pontificate of the pope
of Rome. I have long been a member of asociations, and to
the be!lt of my, knowledge, all the rivalflhips, divisions,
schisms Jealousies, and antipathies w,hich have existed in. ollr
State ~~r the la.st fifteen or tweoty years, have been lJen~a-
ted, n~ur~shed and measurably matured in association.. Bv
adopting the same rule by wbich conventions are for~ed,we
~lght have a national convention of all the kindre9s;.~ongues,
neople, tribes and Dlttions under heaven; to. meet' ODce.in.
every ten or twenty yean, in London, Constl1~tinople, Pe-
kin, or Philadelphia, Let eaah nation lien.! one ambassador;
Illenepotentionary, messenger prie~t, highpriest, pontiff, or
king just as the urgency of the case tnRy require. I have
tpought that Satan would have to go to ,work afresh ~efote:
long in order to forge names, suitaple to modern maneuvers.".

,( ,

I have at least the virtue of consistency for 25 years. We have
hung the coffin of the prophet, at last, not by scripture, churcb-
history, or reason; but by an opinion. Th.ere let ,h hang by
t):lat h~ir. This confirms my letters. I am yours.

, J4COB CREATH;, Jr.

To BRO.SCOTT & Co. .~.
For'the Christian Pioneer.

STAT~ MISSIONARY MEETING OF MISSOUJ;U.

, 'In accordance, with a previous call, this body
, convened at Chillicothe on the 5th iust, ,and continued

its sessions till the 9th. The various portions of the
'State were tolerably well represented. As the State'
meetings hlltd been ~bandoned lor several years, on ac-
count of the distracted condion of the country, but little
more was proposed than a reorganization of the Society,
The reaults of th~ meeting, however, were more encour-
aging than the most sanguine had anticipated. The ut-
most harmony, unanimity, and good feeling prevailed.



All felt that it was good to be present. I have never at--
tended an, association of Christian brethren, in which the
brotherly love of the Qospel of Ohrist was more fully re-
alized.

Such reunions form the most pleasant eras in the min-
ister's life. , They encourage and strengthen him for the
noble and arduous work in which he is eng~d. H&
lo-oksbacleupon them as bright spots in his career. He
feels sadness and depression when these interviews come
to a close: but the recollection of the various incidents,

hether moral or ludicrous, relieves the mind.' It was a
matterofr~gret to many that a number o£excellent min-
istering brethren were -not present. Their p.resen(le
would have added interest and stre gth to the meeting.

There was, however, much important buisness trans-
acted. The Sooiety was reorganized by appointing an
able and efficientBoard of Managers,and other.necessary
officers,whQseduties and powers are by the constitution
adapted, restricted to the State of Missouri as the fieldof
Missionary labor and expcndi~ure. An e~cenent plan'
was devise to raise means for Missionary operations,
During the .Besionsome two thousand fiv~hundred dol.
lars was either contributed or subscribed, an example of
liberality and benevolenceseldom surpassed. It is pro-
posed to raised at least fifty thousand dollars for the Soci-
ety to operate with.. A prominent feature of the conven-
tion was the preaching of the various ministers in atten-
dance. An interchange of thoughts is always beneficial.
Brethren J. J. Wyatt of' St. Joseph; B. H. Smith of
St. Louis, and T. P•. Haley of Lexington were the
chieflaborers in this department. The forceand eloquence,.
the power and elegance, the pathos and earnestnes8 of
these preachers could not fail to profit. A number or
persons have united with the church in Ohillicothe88 re-
sults of ministerial labor during the meeting. One or
the most important items coming before the 'Society wu
the Ohristian Unversityat Oanton. This tine Institution

t04 MISSIONARY MEETING IN MISSOURI.
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has been sadly neglected for several years. It is the pr~
perty of the brethren in Missouri, and a very valuable in-
vestiment it is. Such an institution is ~ow very neces-
sary to the interests, of the .causo in the West. Our· pop-
ulation is rapidly increasing, and good educational priv-
ileges are imporatively demanded. 01U" children cannot
go into far distant States to secure an education i at least
many of the.m must necessarily remain at home until we
provide ample facilities for attaining thorough scholarship
in our own midst. It is by no mea.ns necessary to dwell
upon the 'importance and usefulness of this enterprise, for
this must be apparent to all. All that is now required
of the brethren in ordor to have a first class institution
at Oanton is to secure a good faculty, and support them
amply. Students in abundance will Boon be gathered
in. This, t~e society re~olved to do, so faJ: as it lay itl
thoi,r pow~r. Tho greater part of the faculty has been
selected, And but little remains but to encourage and pat-
ronize. Let this be dono with a warm heart, and an
open hand. The Coresponding Secretary appointed by
the Society is Bro. Benj. Lockheart, formerly of Ohia.
He is an earJ;lest, able, and worthy man. He is engaged
to labor on the field all tho time; and we trust t,hat much
good will be the result. '

Brethren of Missouri, do not feel discouraged. A
brighter prospect is opening beforo you. The clouds of
trouble are being gradually dispolled by sunbeams oC
promise. A glorious harvest awaits the labors of the
roaper. A great and glorious work is before you. Your
old and venerable men of God are rapidly passing away
it is true, and we realizejt with sadness; but do not des-
pair; their mantles fall on thrice thoi}" numbor of the
young, the vigorous, and the pure hearted, who will car-
ry on their labors, and perpetuate their memories in the
bright reminiscences of the past. Naught is now neces-
sary but courage as you press ou to achieve new victories
for the cause of the Lord Jcsus C,hrist.

. CAJ~VIN REASONER.
BROWNSVILLE,Nebraska, May 10, 1864.

P. S. Review, please copy. C. R-



• BRO WRIGHT: Having attended your State l\teeting, I
feel like com!llunicating my thoughts to you, and through the
" Pibnesr " to the brethren at large, provided you deeII!
them worthy of public.atl<)ll. I am fra~k to coafess tha, I was
very happily disappomted in your meeting, and in the gener.
al manifestations among the brotherhood, for the impressIon
had obt,ained with me, that it would he difficult to obtain a
large gathering of brethren, and then, perhaps, difficult for'
~ harmonious spirit to prevail, but I ~as destined to be great-
ly disappointed. The gatherings trom time to ~ime were very
''re~pectable, sometimes very large. and such harmony I have
rarely seen in my life.. Indeed,. it :seemed to bind me !is a
Ilpell to see brethren {rom all parts of Il troubled country,
~ome together. fo~getting all kinds of 31stirlction, a~d breathe
forth such a pure spirit of love and Christian affecti on. It
makes me feel that the oil of joy and gladness is poured like a
balm upon .the past afflictions of the brethren, restoring
them to healthful action in the dear Redeemer's cause. From
day to day the meeting' went on, and' a most harmonious-r
spirit prevailed, and great good was done by way of reviving Il

missionary spirit in the State. I do most heartIly congrat- .
nlate the brPlhren up,ontheir resolution of doing good and
enlarging the borders of zion. Th~y have great reason to
rejoice i~ that such uni,ty yet prevails among-st !htlm, amidst
the great trials they are passing thNugh. Brethren, pursue
the even tenor of your way, and God will continue to bless
you with all llpiritu?1 blessings. I must lIot omit to mention
the liberality of the bretlken ill raislllg funds for missionary
work. During the meeting a conuihutlOn was taken up. and
in a very few minutes over one hundred dollars in cash walt
CIlStinto the treasury of the Lord. Subscriptions were after-
ward call1~dfor. when the brethren responded to the call by
su~cribing (ver two thousands dollars. I must say, such lib-
ei"ality I never saw before. But the brethren did nb~ st0,P
here; they have a most excellent auxiliary in the" Christia

CORRESPON"DENCE OF THE PIONEER.
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Pioneer." and to endor~ it 8S such was a most willing wor k
on their part, and this they did by pledging themselves to
~ive It their heattv support and extend itS'eirculatton as f*r
as possible. Allow me, my dear brother, to oongratulate you
upon the prospects before you, that the lInes, have fallen to
you in pleasent places," and that il great field is open before
you for doing,good. The Pioneer meets a hearty reception
whele ever it goe~, and promises to be the means of doing.
great good, And I do hope that in this very commendable
work in which you are en/{aged, an adequate support m"y be
fumished you for your tOll'while ,in the :fleiiih, !lod at last a
crown of glory to enjoy forever.

The preaching was excellent indeed, and had the rmg of the
pure metal. The chief 'brethrtln in the ministry who spoke
during the meeting;' were B. H. Smith of Sl. Louis; T. P.
Haley, Lexington; J. J. Wyatt, St. Joseph;E J. Lamp-
ton, Huntsville; P. K- Dibble, Macon City; ~nd Calvin
Reasoher~ of Brownsv,ille; Nebraska T,erritory.
. Ma.ny other preaching brethren were present, and eniaged
'from time to liine in the sotilstitiilg social meetings that were
held from day tdday;wliite"tbe' meeting was progressing.
" To conc:ude, 'them; l'must say, thal Icotlslder your meeting
eminently succ'e~sful. 'I' must not forg!!t the hospItalities tbllt
'I enjtlyed 'in my sojourning with yOll, among which honorable
mention may be made of Col. L:J. Ea~~n and hIS most estim-
able Christian lady, whd is certaibly "'orthy of John's appel-
lation H elect lady; " lind 'I 'declare that when I recieve such
cordial grasps of the hand, with the hearty" God bless you, "
'1 feel as though 'I was enjoying the foretaste of eternal thlDgil,
I ~lso enjoyed the hO!lpltalities of brettll'en Wright, Lane, and
Davis, whose' 'l1cqutrintallceI made more'than others. Upon
the whole, I feel much profited by my visit to Chillicothe.

Youn in the oo'&,hope, C. P. EVANS.
SID1UY, Iowa,



MINUTES.

OJ the Christian Mi88ionary Society of Ike State of M~
liouri i At its first Annual Meeting held at ClriUicotM.
commencing May 6th 1864.

Chillicothe~ Mo. May 6, 1864.

A number of brethren having assembled, pursuant to-.
call for the organization of a State Missionary Society,
on motion of brO'. T. P. Haley, bro. Benj. Lockheart
was c~lled to the chairl and bro. Ben. H. Smith appointed
Recording Secretary. .

Exercise opened by reading a portion of the Scrip~ure8
by the President-prayer by bro. T. P. Haley.

The following brethren, having complied with the reo
quisition of the commanding General of this Department,
were enrolled a8

DELEGATES:
D. T. WRIGHT........••.......••.•.•................ Chillicothe;
JOSEPH F. DAVIS...•....................•....•............. !! .
T. P. HALEY ~.. ~ Lexington.
J08. J. WYATT : ~ ' ..•.. r •••••••••••••••• St. Joseph.
WILLIAMWORD............•............................. !!, .••... :.
BENJ. LOCKHEART ~......•...•.................. Trenton.
JNO. H. SHANKLIN ; , ...•.•.........•............ !!...••.
JNO. S. ALLEN....•..•...............•.................•. Bethany.
E. STEWART....................................•........•...•. !! .
J. G. TUCKER•............................•.•..•....•..•..... !! .
E. J. LAMPTON............•..............• ~ Huntsvilie
L. T. MORRIS..•....... , .. ~..•........... , ...•.•.•• New Bethel.
CALVINREASONER.....................•....•....•. Union Bluff.
D. M. GRUFIELD ..........................•••..••.•.......... Troy.
P. K. DIBBLE ~....................•..... Macon City.
WM. M. DOWNING........................•..•.•.......... lJnion.
SAMUELHATCH....•. :............•.••...•...•..•......•. Canton.
HENDERSONDAVIS.......•...•....•..•..•...•.•.•........... ~ .
N. P. MURPHY....•..• ~...•..••.••.•...•.....•.••...• Spring1ield.
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.'Iou. WOOD ..•••.•..•• "•.•••••••••••• lIi.. , •••••••• , ••••• "., .ff•••••
. BD. H. SMIi'B •••·•••••••••••• v••·•••• \U"·u.,, •••• ~•••• 8ti

On motion, bro. O. P. Evans, of Sidney, Iowa, was in-
vited to patticipate in the doliberations of this conven-
tion.
, The Pre8ident appointed brethren Haley, Di d'
Wright, as a committee on the orde,r of business, who ~-
mediately reported the following as the

ORDER OF BUSINESS I

1. Reading the scriptures and prayer •.
2. Reading minutes of previous session.
S. Enrollment of Delt>gates.
4. Reports of commttee8.
5. Miscellaneous Business.
6. Preaching at 11 o'clk., A. M., and 8o'clockt P. H.;

each meeting preceded by half an hout !!pent in social
worship, consisting of singing, prayers and exhortations.

On ,motion, a committee, consisting ,of brethren Smith,
Dibblo and Haley, was appointed -to nominate the per-
manent officers of' tbis Society.

On motion of bro. Dibble, it was RuolVed)thatall resolu-
tions, of whatever character, be first submitted to a C0m-
mittee on resolutions; which resolutions ate to be repor-
ted to the Society, or not, as the members ot the ~m-
mittce, in their judgment, mlllYdeem more advisable.

The President appointed brethren Smith, Dibble Gel
Grandfield, as the "committee on re/Whltions."

On the motion of bro. Haley to appoint a committee
to draft a CONSTI'1'UTION for the government of this Socie-
ty, the President a.ppoint to that work, brethren Haley,
Smith, Wright and Reasonor. On motion, the Etelrideni
was added to tho above committee.

The present officers were elected to serve during the
present session.
, The Society adjourned to Dleet again at 8 ()'cloek,
P. M.

-"-'-
F~day, 3 o'clock, P.M..

. The Society'met pursuant to adjournment., ,Reading
the Scriptures.by the Pl'elident-prayer by bro. DoWD~
ing.



CONSTITUTION.

tl0 . HINtlTES OF THE CONVENTION.

'lhe committee a inted to draft a constitution, sub-
4i1~ld tlu!O\lgR their chairman, bro. T. P. Haley, the fol-
lowing

ARTICLE I.

SOciety eoall be called the CHRl'STIAN MISS.
IONARY SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI.

ARTICLE II.

This Society shall be composed of delegates duly ap-
pointed from the several congregations of th~ State of
Missouri, Life Directors, Life Members, arid Annual
Membel'8. ' .

ARTICLE'III.

'rhe object of this Society shall be to propagate the
Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the State of Missouri.

ARTICLB IV.

r1'heomcera of this Society, shall consist of a President,
Vice Presidents, Corresponding Secretary, Recording Sec-
retary, Treasurer, and Board of Managers; whiCh Board
allall consist of twelve brethren; five of whom shall re-
side at, or neQr,the place of the Annual, meeting of the
Booiety,and shall constitute a quorum for the transaction
of business. All the above officers to be elected at each
Annual:meeting, by a majority vote, and to serve for one
year suc(leeding their election.

ARTIOLE V.

Bec. 1. The dnty Qf the 'President shall be tOopreside
at all meetings of the Society.

Seo. 2. It shall be the duty of one of the Vice Presi-
dents to preside, in the absence of the President.
. Seo. 8. It 811allbe the duty of the Corresponding Sec-
retary, . to use all necessary means to procure funds for
the spread of the Gospel, conduct the correspondence
of the Society, and report to the Society at its Annual
and Semi-annual J;'neetinge. .

Sec. 4. It shall be tho duty of tho Recording Secretary,
to keep a ~ute -and record of the pl1>ceedingsof thil
Society.
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Beo. 6. It shall be the duty of th reasarer, to receive
all the funds of the Society, and disburse them 8EI the
Board of Managers may diract.

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the Boarl of Manage1'8to
employ evangelists, direct their labors, stipula~e their·
salaries, regulate the fi ccs of the Society, meet quar.
terly, and report at the Annual and 8emi-annul eet-
ings of the Society.

AR'l'ICLEVI.

Sec. 1. The Payment of Twcnty-five dollars, in annual
installments of Five dollars, shall constitute a person a
Life Directer of this Society.

Soc. 2. The Payment of Ten donars, in Annual install.
ments of two dollars, shall constitute a person a Life
member of this Society. '

The above sections are not to be understood as prevont-
ing a full payment at any time. .

Sec. 8. The sum of One dollar shall eonstitllte a per-
Ion an Annual meml>er of this Socioty.

ARTICLEvn.
Seo. 1. The regular Annual meetings of this Society.

shall be held in the city - of Chillicothe, commencing
on Thursday before the second Lord's day in September
of each year.

Sec. 2. The Semi-annual meetings of this Society,
shall be held, commencing on Thursday before the fourth
Lord's day in May, of each year, at such places as
shall be determined upon by a majority of the members
present at the previous Semi-a,nnualmeeting.

ARTICLEvm . •
This constitution may bo altered, or amended, at any

Annual meeting of the Society, by a vote of two thirds.
of the members present in favor thereof j profJlded, du~
ootice having been given, at a previous Annual meet-
ing, of such proposed alteration or amendment.

On motion, the report W8jl received and the commit-
tee discharged.-Whereupon, the artioles and section.
were severally adopted; after whioh, on motion, the
whole was adopted as the Constitution of this Society.

Society adjuonied, to meet ~t 8 9'clQok to-morrow
morning. '



Sat ay Mtirning, May 'lab, 1864.

Society met purauant to adj,ournment, and was ,opened
by reading the Scriptllrea by the President-prayer by bro.
J. F. Davis. ' \ '

Minllte" of previous meeting re. and approved. . .
The coffintittee on Resolutions reported the following pre-

amble and resolution, offered by bro. Dibble:, , '
Whereas, Ch"istianity has for its object the salvation of the

whole human family, aud is not circumscribed by geograph-
ical liQes, Stl\te and material boundaries, but as our
Savior, in the commission given to his apostles sata, •• Go
ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every crea-
ture,", thus making it our duty, in common with all his fol-'

- lowers, to send the light of life to all the sons of men;
. dlerefore, be it' I ,

- ~tIed, that this Society in order to the discharge of th is
part of its duty, d6nate to the "American Christian MiSSIOn-.
aty Society" o~ third of all contributions, and pledges of mon-
ey made to it, for the purpose of aiding and su~taining for-
eign mIssionaries. .

This resolution elicited considerable discussion; pending
which, lJro. Smith offered the follo",ingpubstitute, which was
uDaDlmously addp\ed: ' , .

Resolved, thllt the missionary labors of this Society, and the
(unds collected by it for missionary purposes, be confined to
the State of .Mi8.~OUri. .

The committee appointed to nominate permanent officers of
the 'Society, made the following report, which was received,
and unamimously adopted:

PRESIDENT,Dr. SAMUELHATCH', Canton. VICE PREsr-'
DENTS, JOHNS.' ALLEN, Beathany; D. T. WRIGHT,Chil-
licothe, JOSEPHWYATT, St. Joseph; G. W. LONGDON,Ben-
ton ; ISAACH. STUIl8EON.St. Louis ;--Fox, Paris; T. M.
~LJ:N,.Mexico; FRANK.PALMER.Fulton; A. WILSUN'pllris;
JOliN WOOD, Springfield; A. W. DONIPHAN, St. Louis i
HI.AM BLEDSOE, Lafayette; S. C. W. MILLER, New
HaveD; FRED. WING, Troy; A:'FERD ROPER, Glasgow.

CORaEsPONDINGSECRETARY,Benj. Lockbeart, Trenton.
Ra:COIlDINGSJ;ORETAIlY,D. M. Grandfield, Troy.
'l.•••SUJl;EIltJohn H. Abshire, Chillicothe.
B6)AJ~DOF.:MurAGBU, P. K. Dibblp., Macon; Willam A.

LaDe. Cbil,liC()~bai' Marcus A. Thaxlo~. Chillicothe;
JoWa L. Jo4nloD, Chillicothe; Benj. Edr.ington; CJlillicothe ;
A.J ohnson, Brunswick; B. H. Smith, St Louis ;' Wm. Word,.

!J2 HlNUTES en THE CONVENTION,



St. Joseph; W. 'R merd, Huntsville i M. C. Hawkins,
Ca~l1; J. H. Shanklin,.'J:renton; T. P. Haley, Le~i~.

On motiop, the SoCiety ad)ourned, to theet, 3 Q'clock, Ii:' ••
, Saturday, 3 Iclock. P. M.

1'he SOlfietymet, and wllS opened by readidg the Seriputretl
by the President-prayer by bro. D. T; Wright.
Minutes of previous meeting read and approved.

The president appointed the following brethren a committee
on education, viz: H. Davis, Wyatt and Dibble.

Bro. HaleYJtbrough the committee,introduced the following
resolution: '
, Resolved, that we recQgnize iIi tht1" CHllISTIU' PIOlfUll to

an able and efficient auxiliary for the spread of primitive
Christianity, and that we hereby pledge ourselves individual-
ly, to do all we can 'to extend Its circulation. '

This resolution was cordially received, and unamimouely
adopted. '

The r-ommiltee reported for the actioD of the meeting,
the follo)ving resolutions uffered by bro. Locliheart, Whll:h
report was received, and the resolutions were adopted:

Resolve~, that we instruct the Corresponding Secretary to
district the State into sub-districts for missionary purposes;
said district organizations to be auxiliary to this Society.

Resolved, that the Corresponding Secretarief\ of 'the sub·dill-
tricts report semi-anually to .the Board of Managers of this So.-
ciety. the number of additions to the church. amount of funds
expended, and the names and numb,er of EvaDiellsts employ-
ed, or laboring, in their respective districts. '

Resolved, that a hberal per cent. of all funds obtained by
Life Directors, Lif~ memb~rs, and Annual memberll, ;n each
district,and sub-dlstrict,shall be expended in said district for the
proclamation of the Gospel; the amount so,expended, to be
subject to the discretion of the board of managers.

Resolved, that we reccIJmmend that in each county of the
State, for the further acquaintance of the brethrell. for their
comfort and encollrag-ement; and for the promotion of the Re-
deemer's Kingdom in said counties, they hold~stated Annual
meetings. '

Resolved, that 'Werecommend to the brethren in aU dis-
tricts of the State no\y organized, to maintain their organiza.
tions, and continue their missionary efforts 10 their present
organizations, until the State shall be districted, as express·
ed in a revious resolution.
. The' committee on education presented the followinr pre-

amble and resolution, relative to
•



Monday, 8 o'clock, A. M.
The Society met pursuant to adjournment. An unusually

hlrge Dumber of delegates and visitors from the various por-
ti IDS of the State present.

Exercises opened by reading the Scriptures by the Presi-
dent-.prayer by bra. Wyatt. -

Miputes of the previous meeting read and npprov .
The committee reported the following-resolution, offered by

bru. II. Davis, which was adopted by the Society .

MllrutJi:&0" TQ CONVJINT.J.O

CHRISTIAN UNIVE SY:
lVbtrea" it is the dqty .of the Christian broilierho8d of the

State of Missouri to foster an institulion of learning, in
wh~ VOqll~ men may be educated. and prepared for the
Gospel mim$try; and whereas, the college buildings loca-
led at Canton,Missourl, known a~ CBRISTIAlfUlfIVERSITV,
are shown tq be by the charter ~ereof, the property of th9
church of Christ, therefore,

Resolved, that we endorse, most heartily, the efforts of the
Trustees of Christian University to secure a Faculty, and re-
organize the college; and that we will use our influence to bring
the interests of said ministry to the favorable notice of our
brethren, in our respective fields of labor. .

Th6 claims of this Institution, on the brotherhood of Mis-
llOori particularly, were presented by brethren H. Davis,
Hatch, Haley, Smith, and others, and a universal desire pre-
nijed to see the University in successful operation. Bro. H.
Davis presented its past history; its opening under the most
flattermg auspicies for success, with un unsurpassed faculty
of instruction. Adverl?es, however, soon came. First of all
the removal, bl death. of i's venerable and accompBshed Pres-
ielent, (bro. Shannon) then, our national calamities; nil ot
which havl3 combined to render scholastic exercises in the
'Umversity impracticable during the past three years. It now
claims the fostering care of the brotberhood of the State, by
whom, it it is hoped, it will be liberally endowed; thus ren-
dering it a most valuable auxiliary in the advancement of the
cause of Jesus Christ.

The above resolution was passed unanimously,with renewed
pledges of action, on the part of the brethren, to secure the
desired end.

On motion. the Society adjourned, to meet again, Monday
morning, 8 o'cJock.



, .
llesolt'ed, that the Corresponding'Secretary in hi. cor\tea-

poBdeoce and travels through the State,' and the del~~ ••
present, be requested and instructed to sOlicit pupile for
Christian -University, which, it is hoped, will be opened in
September or, October, next, with a coropetent faculty.

There being a large attendance, a call was made for Lfte
'Directors, Life members, and Annual memben, with thef6l-
lowing result:. '. .

Bro. Loekheart through the committee,
lowing resolutions, which were adopted:

Resolved, thafas a society, we will endeavor to raise 830,000
annually; and that as delegates and preachers, we pledge our·
selves, that on our return to our homes, and in our respective
congregations Rnd fields of labor, we will ~ndeavor to raise
means by the procurement of Life Directors, Life and .Annual
Members, for missionary labor in our State, and forward the
names and money to the-Corresponding See'y, or Treasw:er,
of thiS Society.

Resolved, that 500 copies of the minutes of tHs convention,
be published in pamphlet -form, and seot to the brethrea
throughout the state.

Bro. Smith, through the committee, submitted the-foUowing
resolution, whi~h was adopted:

Resolved, that the salary of the Corresponding Secretary.
for the ensuing year, be fixed at the rate of $1000; and u-t
be report semi-annually, to the Board of Managers, the lime
epent by him in the work assigned hilli.

Bro. Haley, through the committee, presented the following
resolutions, which were adopted:

Resolved, that the brethren and delegates attending tb~.
meeting,tender their thanks to the Superintendent of theu.n.
nibal and St. J osepb Railroad, for his kindness in extending
half-fare tickets to the same.

Resolved, that we tender the thank. of thit meeting to the
Ilrethrea, sisters and friends of Chillicothe, for their kindne81
and hospitality extended to the delegates and brethren at elui;
wg tlus meeting.

• •
preaented the fol.



, ,

esohr~, tho.t bJ'o.-be requeste write .an Addr •• to
.••• br,~reD of l\Ijssouri, to be printed with the minule. of.
tbIs eeqng.

Beeobed~ that the thanks of this meeting be tendered to
our worthy President, bro. Benj. Lockheart, for the very able

IMI dignified manger in which he has presided over our de.
liberations.

On motion, the Society edjourned, to meet again in the city
of (''billicothe, on Thursday, before the second Lord's .4y in
September, next. I

Benediction by bro. Samuel Hlltcb.
BENJ. LOCKHEART, Pres't.

. lb •. H. SIIIT.H, Ree. See'y •.~.
AD:pRESS.

TO;mB BRETHREN OF MISSOURI: The late convention
of a number of brethren of Missouri, dates a new era in
the hiC!l~oryof the church in this ·State. It will be rE)-
membered by many, that at the last State Meeting, which
convened some three years ago, it was resolved to organ-
ize a State Missionary Society. A combination of causes
rendered it impracticable to meet at the appointed time,
and the meeting was postponed from year to year. Not-
withstanding thero were misgirings of success with some,
and soriOll6 apprehensions on the part of others, slightly
mixed with a shade of opposition ; it was determined,
at least by one bravo spirit, who saw, in the awakening
of the churches, and in the conversion of sinners, objects
paramount to all others, to make an effort to arouse
our congregations from that sleep, which, in many places,
was nigh unto death, in order to a more successful ope.
ration of the truth, upon the hearts of the unconverted.
A number of brethren, sufficiently large to insure a meeting,
seconded the motion of bro. T. P. Haley, and tho sixtq
of May, the time appointed, found convened at Chilli.
ootlle, a host of brethren, :whose hearts beat in unison



~ the· &COQmpli of the great WQrJt fer 19:
they ,~d a&sembled. The convention just held, ".
first of the CHRISTIAN MIg'SIONARY SQCIETY or THE ~

01' MISSOURI; and truly ha.vewe reason to thanlt ~
take' Qourage, at the success of the inaugur~~ion, anti
~he brigM prospects of the future. A more harJ:noui1>.UJ
band never assembled-not a ripple to disturb the plaoitl
stream of fraternal love, upon which we floated,' f'toZQ.
the bcgining to the close of our deliberations. MaDy
who were heretofore strllngers to each _other,met here
for the &rst time. Additional links in the already long
chain of affection wero here formed; apd though we met
with that natur~l indifference.characteristic of a fo,rm~
introduction, we parted with a grasp.whichnothing but
true affectioncan prompt. Old friends, who had long been
separated from each other by causes over which they
had no control, again grasped each other by the hand,
and tears, those dewy exhalations of grief an(jljoy alike,
attested the impenetrable.depths of feeling. One cloud,
however, arose in QUI' minds, and cast a shadow upon
the bright sunlight of joy. Several of our brethren, ala
and young, were not with us. We missed the forms and
counsels of some gray-haired veterans, withwhQm e
have met in days gone by, and whom we stilliovo and
delight to honor. We missed the presence al;ld familiar
voices of younger brethren, some of whom have gon~
to other fieldsoflabOl:,whilst others, though still in our
midst"could not be with us. We missed our venerable
8Jldbeloved father Hayden; our zealous bro;Payne; our
talented bro. Stewart; who have left us to join the con-
vention of the" General ,Assemblyand church of the drst
born." All this we felt-felt as only brethren can feel.
And while the recollection brought many a tear, we
resolved to enter upon our work, asking God for strength
in onr weakness, and to prosper our undertaking.

The foregoing minutes of the moeting, will give to
those who were not present, some idea of the work
pfoposed, apd the zeal fioRdspirit w.ithwhich we ba-v~



:lS8 HB ROTHERROGD.

. llpon it. Our r6lJ()lves..... 'made in good f&ito;
~th the confident expectation that .'they would be 8Uo-
ile88fnlly carried out. If the expression of tho8e in atten-
dance be a tFtle index to the feeling of our brethren ovor
the State, a glorious result awaits U8 in the future. That
81lch is the general feeling, we have reason to believe.
We have only to be satisfied that a person is a Ohristian,
and tho assurance is pledged that such an one will do all
in his power to advance the interests of the Redeemer's
Kingdom. True, faint doubts may ari8e in the minds
of 80me with regard to the present undertaking; and the
propriety of the move may even be qu.estioned; but that
the object is laudable, no one will doubt; and that this ob~
ject shall be attained as far as God has given us the, means,
is a duty we owe to Him, and a gre!\t privilege extended
to us. The deplorable con~i.tlOn of many of our congrega-
tions, and the sad fact, thnt sin doth much abound, and the
love of mllDYis "axing cold, s"gge~t the necessity of"doing
something by which our past prospedty, at least, mll.y. be
restoreJ, and the .evils of which we have spoken, measurably
counteracted. To do this is· no infant work. It is a
mighty work, requiring many strong hands and brave
hearts. The foe against which we have to contend is
drawn up in battle arl\Y ; a mig-htyh08t is marshalled befor,
us, well diSCIplined and strongly united. To successfully-
meet it, requires a unillDof hearts and concentration of efforts;
and to these we have pledged ourselves. If a better plan
can be propo!'ed to accom,lish that for which this Society
was 91"ganizet.l.then, this Society should be disbanded. If
a better plan cannot be proposed, Vie will work in thh, and
suffer no thoughta of a predicted abuse of our association, to
deter us from a proper use of it.

Our last meeting' was but the inauguration of a grand
miesionary work in our State.-About 82500 were pledged
in a few hours for this work, which, we trust, is but the be.
ginning of that liberality which will find an expression th rough-
out our State. 1'he amount pledged, though small in com.
parilOn to that which·we expect, ie. however, aD evidence ot



what can be'done. and w feet authorized iG say. !Dill be dotsa:
10 ou~, brethren who we,re not wilh 11S in penoD-, ••

would saYi ,the hope is' entertained that your hearts were
"ithus in the' great missionary work of our Stat~. Some
litere not with us, because they could not be-we sincerely
trust that but few. if any, failed to be with us for no other-
reason'tb8n that they would not. We do not invite thOI8'
absent brethren to co-operate with us in this great and good
work-they need no invitation. It is a common cause, and
all feel a deep interest in the succeS:;1of missionary opera-
tions. If our brethren sa\v the necessity for Missionary labor
three or four years ago, when they resolved the State meet·
ting into a Missionary Society I surely a greater necessity ex·
ists for such labor now. Cold must be the heart; yea, dead
to all the emotions prompted by our most holy religion, that
call be indifferent now. Indifference now is a heinouasin, and
God will not hold him guiltless who can work DOW, but'will not.
Tears flow and the heart aches, when we look over our State
and contrast the present with the happy times of by-gone days.
The time wa"S,when our meeting houses dotted the hills and
valleys all around; when every Lord's day would find them
filled with" a happy, praying band," Eye met eye, beam-
ing with joy and light; band grasped hand of devout affec
tion; heart emptied into heart the stream of kindness and
love ; the sOllg of

"How sweet. how heavenly, is the sight,
When those that love the Lord,
In one another's peace delight,
And so fulfill the word,"

togetler with others that stirred up the deep fountains of tbe
soul, reverberated far and near. The prayers of saints
would ascend as incense from the glowin~ altar of consecra-
ted hearts; the blessed Gospel, buIlding up saints and con-
ferting sinners, would be preached; rejoicings would be beard
in consequence of the return to God of fathers, motbers, hus-
bands, wives, brothers, chIldren, neighbors. friends, strangers
the banks of the cl~ar stream would be lined with an anxum.
auditory, as the baptist buried them with the Lord iD bap-



..Ill; whilst. borne upon the breeze ou1d be the extane sour,
.bi~ \hrilled ~very heart,

f'~W lla.ppy are they who their Savior o~y •." .
JIow is .it with us now. my bret~fen 1 Tears blind ·me

wbile I wrue, and I can only say, GODHELP v,,!· O. breth-
f.eD, do I not hear the response, .J1men. !> from the heart ~ ev~
"y one 1 That comfortable meeting' house, ,so snugly epSCOD-
ileA in the shady hower of forest trees, lies a heap of ruins
or, perr.~ance, the habitatIon of. the birds of their native wood,
or of the sWIne and cattle of the neighborhood. I That onoe·
uwted congregation is scattered, or divided by the cold blade
Qf worldly policy. The voice of that faithful preacher is' now
beard in another State, or, confined within the limits of a.
emall school room. The world again presses its claim to the
old place in the heart' of that sinner, once softened by t~e
.ruth of God. That once eellioutl christian bas left his
•• tint love," and the fires of devotion are well nigh
quenched with the overflow of the raging torrents of the
wicked world. Sa~sad-Is the picture!' But, while much
i, lost, thank God, all is not lost; and the pleasing assurance is
given that much can be recovered. I would not open afresh
the ghastly wounds of other days,by recalling the scenes of the
past. Brethren, we know the trials and privatil>ns which
have sorely pressed upon you-few, if any of us, have been
exempt from these. Tears of blood have fallen, and the bos-.
om of many a child of God has heaved with indescribable em~-
tion. Deep furrows of grief have been made in many of your
hearts, and the rod of affliction has been laid on thick and
fast. But, with all these sad memories of the past, may we
DDt say, God has been our refuge lD time of distress; He
has been our 1Ight in darkness; our joy in the midst of grief, I

and has He not promised to be our exceeding great and eter-
Dal reward 1

To re-gather the scattered timbers of the dismantled wreck.
JlQWfloating over the waters of the \Vorld, and rebuild the
IJOblecraft i to re-kindle the once ardent, but now almost de-
aponding. hopes of our brotherhood i to awaken sinners from
che stq,por of sin, and lud them be free from Its thraldom, arQ'



ADDRESS TO THE BROTHERHOOD !!t

1I1egreat objects at which we aim.- To do ~m,·"e Deed
preachers; to put preachers in the field, we need money; to
get money. we must have a hearty co-operation, union of s~n·
timent, concentration of effort, and system of operation. We'
can, and must, se~d the Gospel to the destitnte plaCeRof d\l1'

State.-Tbe cry well'nigh rends the heart, as it is home to
the few who are laboring in \Vordand doctrine;" Come fifJt!t'

and help us. " But the pressing demands of our own cODg\'e-
gation" forbid a response to these calls. Now is the ,-fi1t'
.Missionary labor. It is the opinion of our preachers, that'&
better time never presented itself than the present, for the
8uccessful proclamation of the Gospel. A13 an etidence Of
this. wherever, a meeting JS held, scores respond to the calla
and claims of our Lord. Truly can we of Missouri say,
" The'harvest is great, but the laborers are few."

The attention of the brotherh~ is cailed to the action of the
convention relative to the CHRISTIANUNIVERSITY,located M
Canton.' This University is the property of the Christian
church, has a liberal! charter, and could be made a valuable
auxiliary to our cause. The college edifice is one of the fin.
est specimen; cf archite~ture in the State. We make no cr.ll'
at present, for pecuniary aid, but hope the brethren will encour-
age all efforts to put the University in successful working
operation. We hope to see it fully endowed in 11 few years.
thus affording the young men of Missouri, and elsewhere, 8:,

Rreat facilties for the acquirement of an education, as arr,
offerded by other schools of high order.

In our Corresponding Secret~ry, bro. Benj. Lockheart, w' ,
feel confident that we have" the right man in the right

'place." With a heart full of love to God and man, and a
zef I unbound ell, we send him forth to solicit aid for the pros-
ecution of our work. ReceIve him, brethren, with the COD-.
fidence due a brother beloved in the Lord.

Will our brethren throughout the State, bear in mind the
time and place of our next Annual meeting? Let all go up
with a just appreciation of the magnitude of ollr undertakiog,
and with high lU1dn~ble resolve!>to succeed.



THE MEETING IN CHILLICOTHE.

Thia meeting came off according t,o arrangement all an-
nounced in the Pioneer. Th€ representation was not as large
sa desired, but considering the distracted condition of the
churchell in many localities, it was fair. Several con~regation.
that were not represented by delegates sent letters by mail
to lIle brethren composing the meeting, giving their numeri-
C41IJrength, the general etatistics of their congregation, and
tile prospects of the cause in their immediate vicmity; Jthns
sent le~ters with their delegates, but in the mind of the breth.
ren it wal not thought necessary to incorporate these statistical
repons in the mIDules of the meeting; the letters were, there-
fore. merely read in the audience of the meeting, after which
the brethren generally gave verbal reports of the condition
and prospects of the cause i e bounds of their respectiY8
labors. These reports were deeply interesting.

Amid all the gloom and depressing surroundings, there is
much to cheer and strengthen us after all. We have many
nohle and true hearted brethren, like the seven thousand
who had never bowed the knee to Baal, yet in the field and
working vigorously for the Master's cause, and their laban
are being rewarded with almost unparralleled success. Much
of thissuccess is never reported in our paperll, and the names
of the worthy Inborers are seldom mentioned beyond the vi-
cinity of their immediate work, yet they are written In the
Lamb's book of life, and their reward is sure.

The meeting was truly a success. We have heard but one
expression concerning it, and that is, that it is not surpassed in
brotherly love, uuion and christian liberality. by any meeting
we have .ever had m the State: It was a rich feast,
refreshing end encouraging to the brethren in attendance. Ie
reminded one, of the members of a high and noble family,
torn assunder and separated by adversity for a long time,
and by accident meeting together again; nothing was wanting
to complete their joy but the presence of the yet abient onlfe,
aod a forgetfulness of the sad events of tbe past. Ye', de-
Ipite of all this, heart responded to heart, eacb filled with th.



~I8TRICT DBTlNG. -love of God, and one could but feel, that it was good I, to be
there." The brethren have returned to their homes greatly
encouraged, filled wjth renewed zeal and devotion to the cause~,
and we anticipate a good report from them by our Dext meet-
ing.

We shall have the minut~s of the meeting out in a few
days in pamphlet f m, but in advance of this, WI! publish the
greater portion of them in the PIOneer. These minutes,
together with the reports of Bros, Reasoner and Evans, pub-
lished in thIS number, will give our readers all the paruc-
ulan of the meeting. Ihave not the space to add mOle;
except, that bro. J. J. Wyatt remained with us over Lord'.
day after the Convention closed, preaching twice each day to
large and attentive audiences, and increased tbe number ef ad-
ditions during the meeting to twenty. Bro. Wyatt is an.able,
!tealous and successful reac and ought to be sustained
and kept constantly in the fiel. He .can do much:good if
the brethren will only release him froUl the cares and anxie-
tles of a support for himself and family, and let him go
and preach the word of life to the dying sons and daughter.
of 'men. Brethren, by all means, have bro. Wyatt into the
field; his soul is in, the work, and the Lord has given
him the abihty to perform it. Send him fQl'th, free of
embarrassment, to preach the word, and many will rise up
to call you blessed. D. T. W•..~.

DISTRICT ,MEETING-A CHANGE.

The District meeeing, for Livingston, Daviess, HarrlaoD, Mereer.
and Grundy counties, as arranged last fall, and published in th.
Pioneer then, to be held with the Clear Creek church, In DaYiess
~ounty, on the first Lord's day in Jllne next, has been changed by
mutual consent of the brethren on acr.ouD,t of a suitable bOUIe, to
Pleasant Grove in Livingston county, and commence ODFriday,
at 11 o'clock, A. M. before the third Lord's day in June, next.
instead of the first at Clear creek, as has been publiahecl..~.
far wm brethren who senti us eOlJlJDunleatlonB,pleut to write
very plainly? It i.too much labor on QI to tralllCribt thea for OW

1~ung tlP08I•



OBITUARY, AND DOtiATIONS.

GEORGETOWIf,Ky., April 28,1864.

DE.la BRO.WRIGHT: On the third Lord's day in this monfh, w.
csloseda very interesting meeting at this place. Bro. Lard was the'
Preacher, assisted toward the close of the meeting by Bro. McGar-
Yey. We had twenty nine accessions to the congregation-twenty
.even by confession and baptism. On 1st Lord's day at my regular
appointment at Midway, we had four additio to the congregation
at that place-one by confession.

The cl1urches in this section are, in my opinion, in better condi-
tion than they have been at any time since the commencement of the
war. We, have too, a set of.noble workmen here. Last year, within
the bounds of a few counties in this part of the State, there wero
nearly Avehundred additions to the Church, under the labors of Bros.
Gano, Lard, McGarvey, Munnel, Moore, Kin'g, Haraing and Robbins.
And I expect a greater work from these men the present year, as I
am confident the c'hurches are in better condition now, than theD,
May God help us all to work while the day lasts.

Yours sincreley, J. B. McGINN.

DIED, in Sidney, Iowa, May 7th,1864, GEORGE GRAYTON,
aged tllree years, son of W. A. and Hattie A. Wood.

" A new harp is strung, and a new sonl\' is given
To the breezes that doat o'er the garden of .He~ven."

S. F. E.

ADDITIONAL DONATIONS.
With continued thankfulness, I acknowledge the following addi-

tional donations. I have truly great reasons to be thankful, seeing
that the Lord has put it into the hearts of so many good people to help
me sustain the loss I suffered by the fire at Trenton when my printng
preJs, with all the type and fixtures belonging to the same, and many
nluable books, together With a !tood lot of paper just re~ei\"8d wall
destroyed by the flames:

Daniel Trullinger, Oregon City, Oregon, $1,00; B. T. Whedbef',
Laport, Colorado Ter'y, $5,(10; Robert Turner, Bethany, Mo. $5,00
E. B. Melvin, Linneus,S ; Armstrong & Bennett, Chillcothe, $4,00;
Mrs. L. A. Holman, Joe., Mo. $!l,OO; Samuel Alley, Bethany,~U. n~~.• ~ .

We invite the especial attention of our readers to the article on
Clerical Conventions published in this number. Rilad and ponder
well. It comes from a beloved and venerable brother in the Lord,
wlaose leal and <Ievotionin tho Cause is unsurpassed. D. T. W.
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intercourae with the spirits of the deceued,. to become a sYstem
of juggler'v or necromancy, DO beuer than" alight.of-handH

tricks! Our reviewer, in speaking of the operationa of Spir-
itualilm very justly remarks: •• All that 'is here contended
for, is, that there is no sufficient ground for ascribing the phe-
Domena of mediumship to their [the spirit's] agency. To what
agency then are they to be ascribed t It is not conce ivable
that the physical effects, sllch as the moving of 80Hli bodies)
and ~iGR ~s~'lh bodies ~o.duciOi fioun~)!!lS' be~ue to
f1itql [animal]magnetum, operating in a way which ba~ ~ot
hitherto been distinctly traced. .I1priori, it i. no more incred-
ible that a m4gnetic force proceeding from a living organism
should move.a table, than that a magnet should lift l!- bar of
lrop. [Acd we would add here, that the blood contains a large
quaDtity of iron.] And that the influence, whatever it may
be, i. usually found in elose po:£imitg w the penon of tbe
JDediupl. is a consideration which tells in f"vor of this conjec>
ture." This is something which we had noticed ourl'lelf, in
experiments we witnessed ,some years ago performed by one
of these mediums; ana which completely refutes the idea of
theee baing intercourses or communications with the spirit of
tile deceased.

We have said that as Christians-as the worshippers of
God and disciples of ChrllSl-we are forbidden to have any
thing to do with Spiritualism; and in the foHowing we entire-
ly agree witb the reviewer:

"In being cautious in receiving' testimony from such a
quarter-or, rather let us say, inresoluWy refu8ing to except
» UJ1deraQYpretence whatever-the church will be obeying
the inlimations of the Old Testament equally WIth the New.
1Q. the days of Judaism there were not only prophets and
dreamers who employed-encbantment8 and incantations avow-

•.•edly in the Dame of the Evil one, or at least in avowed hos-
tility to the God of Israel.' thet'e were also those who ~ed
to be witDW88 for him, •• prophets of the d~it of their OWD

.rt," u they are aptly calle:! in Jeremiah, who were to lie
~ed;llo\withatudio8 that &bey clajmec1 t~ be clef ••• of

2M' MIRACLES or THE BIBLE.
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the trath. (Jer. 23: 96-32. )Indeed, the occurreDCe ofche
'mention of lying prophet$ is too frequent in the historical and
pr.>phetic books to need specific quotation. Equally familiar
are the rigid prohibitions of witchcraft and 80cery. A witch
was not to be suffered to live. A wizard was to be put to
death. People professing to have" familiar spiIits, " by which
is apparently. intended a faculty similar to that clal1lled by our
'piriualisls, of conversing wIth the spirits of the departed, are
classed with t. wizards that peep and that mutter in the)ame
catalogue of abominatIons. As a matter of fact, this class of
persons was usually found ranged on the side of polytheism;
but whether or not, the very fact of their pretending to occult
powers, was a pufficient intimation to every Israelite that his
duty was to avoid them. The argument between the Old and
New Testaments upon this point is so marked as to furnish
a lIot obscure rule of duty. Persons who wish to legulate
their conduct by the Scriptures will do well to enquire, before
c<)(Jlmunieating with mediums, whether it is not a thing for-
bidden; and the p,etmtion that tbese revelations confirm a ••uni·
yersal faith," instead of throwing us off our guard, (lught
rather to increase our suspicion." .

This is precisely what we have saId in reference to Spirit
ualism, and that as Christians we should have nothing what·.
e"er to do with it, in any way, manner, shape or form, 01l1yaa
fAr as we can, to condemn and put it down. And 'le would
call the attention of the reader partIcularly to the last part of
the foregoing extractll, 8S containing a warning that should
be heedt!d by every Christian-to" taste not, touch Dot, han-
dle not, th~ unclean thlDg."

The l\:lormon argument, that it is a want of faul whIch III
tbe reason why miracles Cllnnotbe performed now, aJ in the
days of thp. apostlp.s, we find adopted by these advocate. of

. llpiritualism. We suppose they get it from what the Savior
said to his apostles, on one occasion-that if they had Jam.
88 a grain of mustard seed, they could say to thll mouDtain
be !,emoved, and it would be;removpd ;" and where P4ul,' in
eDumerating Spiritual gift", speaks of faith all one of them.
In reply, we may say 10 them, in the language of the Savior:
., Ve do err, not knowing the Scripture8 and the power of
God." They do not consider, that that was the •• day of
miracles, It when tbllYwere necessary to eonji"". the revelaJio4
,wbi.t:h G04l.umlk.Dg thrOlAgb eliTist _n4 lU,Itapolt~. to \b4t
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world: and that it is to them Jesus had reference j and Paul
speaks of a peculiar kind of faith-a miraculous faith, or one
necessary to perform miracles which can easily be seen by
l'eference to the passage. The apostle is on the subject of
"Spiritual gifts," and, after saying, " there are diversities of
gifts, but the same Spirit," he says: "But the manifestation
of the Spirit is given to every [ Christian or Spiritual] man
to'profit withal. For to one is given by the SpIrit the word
of wisd~m j to another, the word of knowledge by the same
spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit i to another, the
gifts of healing by the sllrmeSpirit," etc. ( 1Cor. xii. 1--10.)
A~ain, in Romans, on the same subj~ct, and/to prevent a vain

I -glorious emulation, as among .the Corrintr.ians,in consequence
of possessing the most splendid and sholvy gifts, Paul ~ays :
•.For I s~y, through the grace [ favor] that is given unto me
to every man that is among you, not to thlllk of himself more
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, accord.
ing as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith j"

and then, to show that it is in reference to "miraculous"
rai th the apostle is speal{ing, in a few verses after he says;
"Having then gifts differing according to the grace [ lavor ] .
thbt is given to us, whether }lrophecy, let us prophesy accord- .
in,~ to the proportton If faith," etc. But there 'is one argu-
ment which will completely settle the question, as to the mean
nig of the apostle h.e;e. As these diSCipleswere already in
possesion of that faith in G01 and Christ, which is absolutely
necessary to everyone. in becoming a Christian and livmg-as
one, the " faith" of which the apostle here speaks, must have
been a Spiritual gift and of a miraculous character.

The pretended m:racles of Mormonism, by which it was
sought to establish that infamons heresy .have all been exposed
and exploded again and again, a:ld its pretended revelations,
absurd to the last degree, shown to be the inventio:ls of men.
The mlfacles of lUohammedlsm, with its mixture of the Spir-
itual truths of the Bible, with the vagries and materialistic .
doctrines' of \lobamed, have shared the same fate; while the

t "p'r.~ended miracles of Roman Catholicism, by which for ages
so"many millions have been dupeland gulled into tbe
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adoption of the blasphemolls system of the "Man of ain."
have been most- ably and completlv exploded as
we have before remarked, by DOUGLASS,ALEXAJrDH
CAMBELL,(in his deba.te with Bishop Purcell,) and others.
In fact, any system of rehgion, claiming to be the Christian,
or that of the Bible, by having to resort to the invention of
miracles, to support its claims, shows tbat it is anI impostur~,
and not that religion: as the true system of the Christian Re·

.ligio.n was well confirmed and established by miracles, when
It was given to tbe world; and bas needed none since; and
the real Christian Church has never, in any age $ince the
days of the apostles, laid clailfi to the performance of miracles
in- support of it. The evidence contained in the Hihle, bas
always been sufficient for that,

As we do not wIsh to make these articles too long, we will
bring this to a close, before closing the subject. It is one .•f
such importance; and fraught with such momentouS' resultll to
the Christian Religion, that we cannot treat it lightly, or dis-
miss it without. :something more to say on the subject. We
wish to speak particularly on miracles, which we rejServe for
another and closing number of this seriel! : adding here that
the claims of Spirtualism to the supernatural, ( or mira'culous
which in our estimation is the same thing,) as in the CaSlll!of
Mormonism, Mohammedanism etc. is one, of tIre strongest
p ropfs of its here\ical character and the falseness of its claims.

J. R. H.._.
CHRISTAIN UNION-A DIALOGUE.

An evening Conversation on Christian Union, between a
Methodist, Presbyterian, Quaker, Baptist ,and Titus. .

At half past five o'clock B. and Q. met, at the place of ap-
pointment, a half hour hefore the arrival of, the others, and
the following occurred: ,

B. Friend Q. why did you not attend our Church meetmg.
Q. Well, thee rather staggard me in thy remarks in our .

last conversation, on thy plan of rece'viug members •..to be-tl811-
verted as Saul, &c. I concluded to read aga.n the N:ts of th~
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apOltle., add I find tbee does not practlce 88 the apoatJes dill'.
For when they preached to the people, if any believed they
were forthtviLh baptized. The only experience asked fdr (as
in tile case of the eunucb.)" If thou believest with aU tby
heart,'" and when he answeredJn the affirmative, ;then thlt
inspired man" Philip baptized him," lind so I called' on bro .

.Tlt08, and he, on profession of my faith, baptized me, and 1
'" ent on my way rejoicing.

B Ab, friend Q. that IS a dangerous doctline. A man.
should wait until he is converted by the spirit, that he may
bow it is of God.

Qi I do not think it dangerous to f9llow the example of in-
spired men. Then I, find no case of conversion out side of
the bearing and obedience of the gospel.

B. This WIlyof taking a sinner down into the water without
a ,enuine experience will never do.

Q. Did not Peter command mighty bad'sinnus to repent
and be baptized for the remission of sins, and they did It the'
Mine day,t .

B. Yes, but they were pardoned, and were to be baptilte4
for-'-thlit is because of their padon.

Q. Friend B. does thee not understand the English Ian.
guage f Thee cannot sustain that interpretation; let u:: lead
it WIthyour explanation. Repent and be baptized because of
remission. Now whatever baptism is for, or in order t(1,so )S

repentance,fortbev are joined together by the conjunction and,
and if a man must be baptized because be is pardoned so he
must repent for the same reason, so.thee sees thy intervretatioD

. proyes too much.
The otber parties baYing no" arrived.
T. Brethren, I am glad tJ see you all again, it indicates

. to) my mind, that you arll all in earnest, and haye .a desire to
eradicate all the causes, that keep the Lord's children apart.
BUt ther.e is onA thing I 'wish to refer to. The remark of •brotber B. in our last conference, on conversion. If I under.
ItGOd him he, takes the ground that a maD must be cGDYe~ted.

.•• 8&aI•••• that. h, muM heat me ,oice of the Lerd aDd•••


