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The Christ'ian Sentinel. 73
cally for the understanding; by which I mean that to be a proficient in
that school one need barely have the facts in a given case, ~!1tderstand
them, and then arrange, classify, generalize and deduce; or, having a
given or requisite number in a certain direction, arrange, compa1·e, and
then induce j that is, by ind~tction proceed to another point, and thus
on in consecutive order until the inevitable conclusion is arrived at.
True, we do not question the correctness of such a course when proper-
ly pursued; but alas for its barrenness of truth-its positive separation
of the real from the ideal! And while it thus grasps but the mere facts
and relies so much upon the understanding, the reason, which is ever
looking at truths, is left shut up in the dark chambers of the mind, and
the glorious power of those truths- bright mirrors of the Eterpal One
-is for ever lost! Yet, strange to say that, although the immortality
of 'Locke on the Human Understanding' is fast declining to rise no
more, the inductive system of Bacon, but the parent of the other, is
still adhered to as if it were the embodiment of all that is pedect in the
ideal as well as real, in truth as well as in fact

But I must not be understood as discarding the philosophy of Bacon.
I do not wish to discard, but rather add again that which has been dis-
carded, or rather that which Bacon himself discarded from a system, to
say the least, equally as i!ood as his own. I refer to the system of Pla-
to. And in introducing this I wish simply to take enough from both
Plato and Bacon to shun each extreme. For we have already seen that
while we adopt exclusively the sytem of Bacon, the tendency will ever
be toward the gross and material; and hence our scholars will ever be
plodding along with more facts, and will thus exhibit as much of the
materialistic as the other class we before mentioned.

In considering the philosophy of Plato, great allowance must at first
be made upon the grounds that he did not possess as much light upon
certain topics as we possess. Yet the depth of his reasoning, the cor-
rectness of his conclusions, but most of all the sublimity of his views-
sublime because spiritual~claim at once our most earnest attention.
He was a man who looked within himself. He did not appeal to the
mere external; much less did he content himself with understanding
bare phenomena without entering into the causes, and thence success-
ively from cause to cause thl'ough effect, until he grasped the mighty
and sublime truths which constituted the moving power; and thus he
gained an immortality that will only increase in splendor as men are
more and more capable of appreciating him. And although too much
has been awarded him in alleging that in his sublime apprehensions of
truth he went 'through Nature up to Nature's God'''''':-a thing which
lies not within the grasp of mortal powers-yet he does beautifully and
forcibly demonstrate that mind must look up and look at things spirit-
ual in order to obtain a reactive influence that will elevate it to its prop-
er sphere of immortality. Thousands of men bad seen apples fall before
Newton was, and by Baconian induction might easily have shown that
apples would continue to fall as long as apples grew. But how much
wiser had been the human race for such a demonstration? The rude
and the barbarous would still have feasted on the delicious fruit; the
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polished and the great could have done no more; but tjwre was needed
a man'who, with the idealistic mind of Plato, could look beyond the
mere fact and grasp the mighty law, the eternal truth. So that with
Pope we some times say,

"Nat.ure and Nature's laws lay hid in night;
God said 'Let Newton be!' and all was light."

We claim your attention to but another point here. I have already
stated that a great mistake has arisen in making little or no distinction
between the reason and the understanding. Herein consists a specific
and important difference between Plato and Bacon. The .one reasons
-the other understands j the one grasps truth, almost forgetting fact
-the other seeks for facts, almost forgetting truth. So important a
distinction existed upon this point in the mind of Mr. Coleridge, that he
even accounts f-orinsanity upon the principle that a cloud gets between
the reason and the understanding. And so fearfully is this true in mat-
ters that pertain to scholarship and literature, that we have around us
daily thousands of insane men.

But I need not detain you by entering more largely into these mat-
ters, nor even suggest what you have doubtless already perceived: that
if we would adopt a proper system for the remedy of these. evils, that we

. may both reason and understand, we must steer between Scylla and
Charybdis- must think freely and boldly-must reason fairly and ac-
curately, and must understand thoroughly and perfectly.

In short, to be men and scholars in the true sense of the term, we
must rid ourselves of the ever-restless spirit of 'Young America' -must
apply ourselves earnestly and constantly; and, while we assiduously avoid
being ranked in the first or second class mentioned, must watch the
workings of our own minds with great care and minuteness, lest we fall
far short of being worthy of the third. And while we are compelled to
admit that the standard of American scholarship is far below what the
dignity and greatness of our country demand, let it be the noblest effo(l;
of every literary' man, and especially of those who, like you, gentlemen,
are in the morning of life, to strive against the existing evils, with their
fatal consequences, and particularly to avoid the mere matter and fact
of things, which degrade the mind and breathe a blighting blast upon
the moral nature more. fatal than the adder's sting or the breath of Bo-
han Upas. Let the beauties of the ideal and the power of truth purify
and elevate, while the knowledge and the understanding of the real and
the fact strengthen and confirm; and then indeed will your minds, tru-
ly educated, soar higher and higher in infinite progression, until, far
above the realms of matter, they will quaff perennial sweets from the
fountain of eternal truth, and receive an immortality of youth that shall
be coextensive with vast eternity, and coexistent with the years of God
himself.

HE that knows useful things, and not he that knows many things, is
the wise man.
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THE GREAT SECRET SOCIETIES.

"The secret of the I.ord is with them that fear him."

A POWERFUL spring in the human soul is touched by the Almighty
hand in this sentence. The devil knew full well the vulnerability of
man's spirit ou this point, when he came proposing to impart the
knowledge of good and evil. It was, doubtless, the impression that they
should possess themselves of 'the secret of the Lord' -not some secret,
but preeminently the secret, which led our first parents into sin. Alas!
too soon they found that they had been cheated. It was not the Lord's
secret which tlley had learned, but the devil's! The Lord's knowledge
of good and evil they substantially possessed at first. In the very sub-
stratum of their consciousness lay the uncommunicated and incommun-
icable idea of right and wrong. Without this, evidently, they had
neither possessed the image of God nor moral responsibility. "In the
image of God made he man," stands the divine record-' not into
the image of God led he him'. The' knowledge of good and evil',
therefore, into which Adam and Eve were led, was, in a certain sense,
a knowledge which God did not possess, but which was the peculiar
property of devils, vi~., the experimental knowledge of guilt incurred
and righteousness abandoned.

We-mean nothing invidious by saying that here was the origin of se-
crect societies. By virtue of the fearful secret possessed in common,
fallen beings were bound together by a mighty tie. It is, perhaps, im-
possible to conceive of any bond of union, except this, 'capable of sub-
sisting amid the eternal antagonisms of selfishness. But fallen men
and fallen angels, through the common indwelling of an awful some-
thing unknown to pure spirits, became linked together as a brother-
hood, a great secret society.

And this new society formed in God's universe could make their
proud boast against loyal hosts of heaven ~'we know your state, for
we have tricd it, but you know nothing of ours.' Yet this vain and
taunting boast could have but brief endurance on earth. A race of sin-
ners, rebellious from the dawn of reason and memory, was all that earth
retained, the mere negative of heaven. Angels had never known sin;
wretched mortals had never known innocence. The unconscious inno-
cence of infancy of course enters not into the question.

But things were not to remain thus. Even that temporary triumph
of the fallen in their possession of both the great secrets was to have
its offset and destruction. In the fullness of time God founded a secret
society on earth, which, retaining in memory all that secret knowledge
peculiar to the fallen, had, superadded, the long-lost' secret of the Lord'.
'Great is the mystery of godliness.' God was manifested in the flesh.
The world had lost the knowledge of God by a universal devotion to
self. Where this subsists, no true love, which is a principle radiClilly
unselfish, can exist, neither in fact nor in imagination. But Jesns ex-
hibited what earth had not for ages seen, the practical working on earth
of that love which dwelt in heaven. But neither the seeing of his
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works nor the hearing of his words caused any mau to know Jesus, in
the proper sense of that word. The manifestation of God in the flesh
never was, nor ever could be, apprehended through the mere senses.
When the Holy Spirit came, and, by his illumination of the ·'inward
man', caused the Disciples to 'know the love of Christ which passeth
knowledge', they then, for the first time, knew Christ, knew God, and
knew 'the secret of God'. For, in a limited sense, God was 'manifest
in the flesh' in their own persons and experiences. Straightway they
became as great mysteries to the world as Christ had been, so far as the
inner life and actuating principle were concerned.. "'I'he world know-
eth us not because it knew him not." The man who is not a deep, in-
soluble mystery to the world around is not a Christian. God's children
are a 'peculiar people', for his secret is with them. They know one
another intuitively, but might walk ·fer ever among aliens, and neither
they nor thcir secret could be known. The saint can now in turn say
to the sinncr-I know your state, for I have tried it, to my sorrow; but
my state you know not, nor can, till you enter it. Here lies the
foundation of all christian fellowship, in the mutual possession of the
greatest secret ever committed to mortal. It is not merely that it is a
secret, nor even that it is an incomJ\1Unicableone, but the nature of the
secret, which makes the unity and fcllowship of saints so deep, so sacred,
sohappifying. 'I'hey have, as it were, but one soul animating the en-
tire body of them. "He that is joined to the Lord is one spirit."

It is easy to perceive the adapted ness of the gospel to man in an this.
In all ages men have yearned for some common secret bond of fraternity.
The many secret organizations of earth attest -this. God has graciously
instituted a socicty, therefore, immeasurably higher than all these, in-
asmuch as his own secret is in it and can only be known there. But,
alas, how many profess religion and live in church connection without
this great secret. Outward pressure alone, and no inward tie, binds
them to the church. They are often voluntarily absent from its assem-
blies. The world knows and reads them perfectly. They have no fel-
lowship with the saints, in the true sense, because they have none 'with
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ'. Oh, for more of the' spirit
of adoption' ! I. N. C.

MAN regards as an eternity-first the present hour, then his youth,
then his life, then his ccntury, then the duration of the earth, then that
of heaven, and, finally, time.

IF we would give ourselves only half an hour's reflection at the close
of every day, we would preach to ourselves several of the best sermons
that could be uttered every week.
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THE TOMBS.

BY PHEDE C.\REY.

Busy, hopeful, eager mortals,
Where the blessed sunshine falls,

Scarcely glancing on the portflls,
Walk beside these gloomy walls.

Woman bowed with mortal anguish,
Men in dark remorse for sin, .

Weep and groan, and pine and languish,
In their wretchedness within.

Men in pride find honor living,
Women innocent find fair,

To the guilty be forgiving,
They have woe enough to bear.

Look not on them only seeing
Sinners on the downward way,

Look on them as fellow beings,
As God's children gone astray.

Pass not bitter condemnation,
If ye can not know or tell

All the strength of man's temptation,
His resistance ere he fell.

And though in a path forbidden
He have walked with sin apart,

Think, 0 think of what is hidden
In thy weak and erring heart.

God's own law he may have broken,
Yet his guiding light was dim;

Anel if all thy sins were spoken
Thou wert scorned as well as him.

o my sister, 0 my brother,
Weare weak, are tempted all;

Judge we kindly one another;
They have fallen; we may fall!

To embrace the whole creation with love sounds beautiful; but we
must begin with the individual-with the nearest. And he who can
not love that deeply, intensely, entirely, how should he be able to love
that which is remote, and which throws but feeble rays upon him from
a foreign star? IJow should he be able to love it with any feeling
which deserves the name of love? The greatest cosmopolites are gen-
erally the neediest beggars; and they who embrace the entire universe
with love, for the most part, love nothing but their narrow self.

lInDEB.
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From the Christiqn Age.

THE HOJ,Y SPIRIT.

DEAR BROTHERLoos: - 'fhe appearance of an editorial from your hand,
prefacing an article of Bro. King's, of England, on the' Indwelling of
the Holy Spirit', in your paper, some months since, gave me much pleas-
ure, and 'occasioned the hope that more on the same sacred topic would
follow. Being deeply impressed with the conviction that the cold in-
difference manifested so widely toward religion, and the worldly ten-
dency of thc Church, are effects springing from the want of scripture
teachings upon the Holy Spirit, and a thence-resulting lively faith in
this blessed agent of the Christian life, I offer the following reflections,
only to contribute, in some degree, to the fixing of attention upon this
vital theme of the Christian Church.

Christianity has been happily defined the 'reign of the Spirit', and
hence we naturally look for a more intimate and more general connec-
tion between the divine and the human in this than in any previous
dispensation. Again: God's laws do not change, but ever develop
themselves into greater fullness, as time progresses; therefore, the
Spirit being the author of holiness and righteousness in all those who
pleased God under the old dispensations, doubly true must it be that
He is the sanctifier and perfecter of all the true Israel of God under
an economy preeminently spiritual. This pre-supposition, with which
we must, uecessarily, commence thc examination of the New Testament,
we find amply confirmed by the language of Christ and his Apostles.
The mysterious blending of the divine and human in the Son of God
for ever establishes the possibility of this union. It demonstrates the
glorious truth that the purely human or finite is not antagonistic to
the divine, but that they may mingle in perfect harmony; and that it
is only when the satanic corrupts the human that there is antagonism
between it and the infinite essence. The authoritative commencement
of the mission of Christ was signaled by his being anointed with the
Spirit beside the baptismal waters of Jordan; and as he is the great
example for all his true followers, and as Christians are styled' kings
and priests', we look for their consecration; and John, in answer, tells
us, "Ye have an unction [an anointing, Z<:t(1iLa.] from the Holy One,
and ye know all things." "But the anointing which ye have received
of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you."
(John ii : 20, 27.) They needed not that any man should teach them
in what true holiness consisted.

That the Holy Spirit was to be a living presence in the heart of the
Christian, the Scriptures unmistakably affirm: "What! know ye not
that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, which is in you, which
ye have of God, and ye are not your own?" (1 Cor. vi: 19.) " If a
man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and
we will come unto him, and make our abode with him." (John xiv: 23.)
How he will accomplish this precious promise is explicitly told us: "In
'Whom(Jesus Christ) ye also are builded togother for an habitation of
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God tl~ronrJhtl~eSpirit." (Eph. ii: 22.) "And hereby we know t.hat he
abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us." (1 John iii: 24.)
"For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our J.Jord Jesus
Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that
he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strength-
ened with might by his Spirit l:n the inner man, that Christ may dwell
in your hearts by faith." (Eph. iii: 14-17.)

I have no words, my dear brother, to express t.he rapture of my
heart when reading these golden utterances-so full of comfort, and
promising so much strength to the struggling child of God! There are
numerous other passages of the same import, but the above arc so defi-
nite that I need not multiply quotations. The same Spirit, therefore,
which dwelt in those who walked with God iu olden times, which
dwelt in the apostles and disciples, now dwells in all Christians, differing
not in ldnd, but in degree. " But all these worketh [inworketh, HE!:-
'Y"1 that one and the self-same Spirit, dividing to every man severally
as lie will." (1 Cor. xii: 11.) The apostles said that they had the
'first fruits of the Spirit'; therefore, other fruits must follow, and
make their appearance in successive bands of disciples, and these fruits
now are' love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, fait.h,
meekness, temperance'. And to these we add that' spiritual discern-
ment' which is a necessary effect of that Spirit which was ki 'lead
into all the truth'.

Those moral heroes whom God has raised up in different ages to
declare his truth have unanimously manifested their reliance upon a
power within them, which was above them, and by which they were'
being strengthened and guided in the work which had been assigned
to them. A practical belief in, and earn.est prayerfulness for, the in-
dwelling presence of the Spirit has been the vital power of the Church
in all its struggles with the world; and woe to that community which
loses this faith and hope! Confusion and conformity to the world
must be the direful consequences of such loss. Among those who have
given eloquent testimony in favor of the great fact which we are dis-
cussing is the name of the aged man whom we delight to honor. The
following extracts show that the fact of the indwelling presence is a
matter of no doubt with him:

" Haviug disowned the great apostate and his ranks, and enlisted
under the Messiah, and taken sides with the Lord's anointed, he now
proposes to put his Holy Spirit within us, to furnish us for the good
fight of faith, and to anoint us as the sons and heirs of God.
Some will ask, Has not this gift been conferred on us to m.ake us
Christians? True, indeed, no man can say that Jesus is Lord but by
the Holy Spiri~. As observed in its proper place, the Spirit of God is
the perfecter and finisher of all divine works. . . . . The Holy
Spirit is, then, the author of all our holiness; and in the struggle after
victory over sin and temptation it 'helps our infirmities', and comforts
us by seasonably bringing to our remembrancc the promises of Christ,
and 'strengthens us with all might in the new or inner man'. . .
Christians are, therefore, clearly and unequivocally, temples of the Holy
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Spirit; and they are quickened, animated, encouraged and sanctified
by the power and influence of the Spirit of God, working in them
through the truth." ( C lwistian System, pp. 94, 65-66.)

"I would not, sir, valuc'at the pricc of a single mill thc religion of
any man, as respects the. grand affair of eternal life, whose religion is
not begun, carried on and completed by the personal agency of the Ho-
ly Spirit. Nay, sir, I csteem it the pcculiar cxccllence and glory of our
religion that it is spiritual j that the soul of man is quickened, enlight-
ened, sanctified and consoled by the indwelling presence of the Spirit
of the Eternal God." (Campbell and Hice's Debate, p. 616.)

We would have the reader distinctly to understand that what we
have thus far endeavorcd to establish is the fact of the influence of the
Spirit in the soul, and to distinguish between the fact and the theor!!
which attempts to explain how this is. This latter point is what has
occasioned all the differences between enlightened Christians; for the
man who would deny the fact itself we should consider as having taken
a bold step in infidelity. To the examination of the theory we now ask
the reader's attention.

We demand, in the first place, that the explanation be adequate to the
truth taught in scripture. That truth is, that the essence of the Divine
Being, in the Holy Spirit, is present with the spirit of the man. The
above quotations teach the same truth, for if 'personal agency' and in-
'dwelling presence' do not mean essential presence, they mean nothing.
In explanation of this important fact, there is a phrase in very common
usc which we should scrutinize, that is, 'that the spirit operates on the
heart through the word only'. There are two significations which may
be attached to this phraseology: 1. That the scriptures contain the
words of the Spirit; that these words are addressed to the mind
as arguments, and that the influence which these argumentS have upon
the man is the influence of the Spirit. Hence this influence is like
tha,t which one man's spirit has upon another man's to whem he is talk-
ing argumentatively. Now this explanation is mest superficial and de-
structive, and is not at all an adequate explanation of the great fact es-
tablished above. The only result that could possibly be attained by
this theory would be a good spirit in the man, but could not give us
the presence of the Spirit of God. Thus the Lord would be robbed of
all glory, and the man would be the author of his own holiness, and
his being saved would depend upon the logical power of his understand-
ing in weighing premises and conelusions. This is the merest rational-
ism, making the language of scripture most delusive and unsatisfactory.

Another meaning of the above phrase may be this: 2. That the
Word is the occasion for arousing the mind and preparing it, and that
the Spirit, as the cause of sanctification, is by it thus given the oppor-
tunity ,of acting; that the facts and exhortations of the gospel create a
receptivity or spiritual sensitivness in the mind, and that then the
Spirit lends its quickening and perfecting influences. This understand-
ing makes the phrase 'through the word' legitimate, and establishes the
respective positions of Word and Spirit-the former as means or in-
struments prefacing the Spirit, and the latter as the efficient cause ot
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holiness, and the living resident of the purified soul. There is an in-
timate cooperation between the Word and the Spirit, but their distinct-
ness is not lost, nor their respective portions of the work dispensed with.
The preached or written word-the forerunner-is indispensable. Our
Savior said that the world could not receive the Spirit of truth, 'becanse
it seeth him not, neither limoweth him.' And this' seeing' and' know-
ing' is the desire that must be awakened in every heart-a spin't1tal
sense, which must be called into activity before the Spirit will come.
But the disciples 'knew him'. An earnest desire was kindled in their
hearts j they' continued, with one accord, in prayer and supplication',
and the Spirit did come in glorious fullness. The Word is 'quick and
powerful' only when it succeeds in arousing the slumbering conscience,
and thus calling to its aid the 'quickening Spirit'. The Word is the
'Sword of the Spirit' only when the Spirit wields it.

I am aware that the former of the two explanations presented above
is a very prevalent one; and the best evidence of its falsity I can give,
is to point to dead churches and prayerless Christians. It destroys the
most precious promises of God's book. It fritters away the truth of
some of the richest and deepest passages of inspiration. Oh, let us
come out from under this dark cloud of shallow rationalism and stand
in the Moad glare of heaven's own light! When God has promised us
so much, why dilute and weaken his promises to make them applicable
to heartless Christians? This is seeking to bring heaven down to our
own narrow sphere, instead of struggling up to the eternal verities of in-
spiration. vVe commend these thoughts, in the spirit of love, to all re-
flecting minds. w. S. R.

THE DOC'l'RINE OF CONSCIENCE.

DEARBRO'l'HERCARMAN: i was glad to see, in your Jannary Senti-
nel, an introduction to your readers of the important subject of Con.
science; and that the weight of two or three witnesses may be given it,
I hereby offer you some further reflections. 'fhe value of this subject
arises from the fact that conscience is the connecting point within us
for those revelations of God addressed to our spiritual nature. From
this point all true theology must start. This being misunderstood and
ill-defined, the inquirer must blunder dimly on and violate the harmony
of divine truth, and this is true because the view taken of conscience
gives character to the whole philosophy of mind; and without a clear
doctrine of tijis faculty and a thence-resulting sound spiritual philoso-
phy, there can be no sound theology. Half the errors of religious doc-
trine which perplex and divide the people are owing 'to self-ignorance.
If we have a superficial and low view of the human mind such as that
of the Lockean school, now so generally prevailing- we will have, ne-
cessarily, a poverty-stricken theology. "Know thyself and thou wilt
know thy Creator" is a maxim as true as it is old. But let us look
more narrowly into this interesting subject.

11
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In all ages in which there, has existcd any mental analysis whatever,
philosophers have been forced to admit that there were certain primary
beliefs, intentions or fcelings which wcrc nnaltcrable and indestructible
elements of our mental constitution, These have been variously styled,
the common-sense, feclings, instincts, revelations, inspirations, suggest-
ions, beliefs, first truths, primary principles of thought, etc" etc,

The very variety of names, all applied to the same essential principle,
is striking evidence of individual recognition of something original in
the mind, which each one named as hi8 peculiar standing-point dictat-
ed. This power was recognized as giving us the fundamental principles
of thought, and these universal and necessary in their character, and,
therefore, not coming from a finite will and intellgence, but being the
offspring of eternal reason -implanted by the Creator of the souL We
have an ancient witness of the truth of this position in Job: "There
is a spirit in man; and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them
1tnderstanding." And Solomon testifies that "the spirit of a man is
the lamp of the I,ord." And Hcsiod gives this remarkable couplet,
llsserting a sense common to all :

" The word proclaimed by the concordant voice
Of mankind fails not; for in man speaks God."

If any are skeptical in regard to these primordial inspirations of the
mind, let them consult Sir William Hamilton's Philosphy of Common
Sense, and if they are not then convinced, they are beyond all power of
conviction. With a display of erudition which makes us stagger, he
has summoned one hundred and six intelligent witne~ses, from the
Greek, Roman, Arabian, Italian, Spanish, French, British, German,
and Belgian nations, and their eoncurrent testimony overwhelmingly es-
tablishes the existence of a faculty in the soul giving us intuitions of
truth. These witnesses are the greatest thinkers of every age, possess-
ing fully-developed minds-the only ones competent to bear testimony
in the ease before us, And here we are struck by the wisdom of the
great Scotchman, displayed in selecting such witnesses; and, at the
same time, we are equally struck with the stupidity of Loc,ke and his
followers, who select some savage or wild man and ask him if he knows
that What i8, is, or that it is impossible for the same thing to be and
not to be! They answer for the savage and wild man, that they know
nothing about these things; and with this argument they profess to
overthrow the position that the mind has a higher source of truth than
the COUlmonunderstanding. Now this is most un philosophicaL This
school very properly denics thc existence of innate ideas. Ideas are
abstract in their character j but all our knowledge is first furnished in a
concrete form, because of the varied faculties of the mind; this must
be analyzed by reflection and reduced to simple ideas j hence men of
l'eflection are the only ones capable of uttering judgments in regard to
the original powers of the mind. How absurd, therefore, to question a
child, or deaf-and-dumb boy, or savage, about abstract ideas! They do
not understand our languagc; and how should they, since it is the lan-
guage of analysis and reflection? In thcir minds knowledge exists in its

•
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concrete form, unreduced to its elements, and they, of course, can re-
, turn no intelligible answer in regard to those clements. But that there

is an innate facult.1J furnishing the primary data of all knowledge, is _
clearly demonstrable. The actions of childhood show that this faculty
begins to be developed with our earliest knowledge. The child, as soon
as its actions become intelligible to us, asserts its consciousness of self-
existence-acts always as a distinct personality and claims its own.
Now the idea of self-existence is one that no outward testimony can
either make stronger or weaker in us. 'Ve assert it in every thought
and action, and the very first intelligent act presupposed it as its logical
antecedent. So, also, the child is sensitively alive to justice and injust-
ice; and we can talk to it and teach it of right and wrong. This we
could not do if there was not a sense in the soul to respond to us. We
might as wellllloralizc in the presence of a bmte, if there was no orig-
inal ground of jndgment in morality in the human mind. And here
we hdve reached our subject, for men have selected these two principles
of good and evil, and referred them to a faculty which they uniformly
call conscience. 1'here is no good reason why this name should be con-
fined to these two intuitions, as there are many others having the same
characteristics and the same authority; but we shall use it in its com-
mon acceptation. What we have said above concerning all the princi-
ples of thought applies equally to the two referred to conscience; and
whatever other arguments we advance shall be in the light of those re-
marks.

It is often asserted that conscience is the 'creature of edncation' and
the fmit of experience. In answer:

1. Invariably accompanying the ideas of good and evil is the feeling
of obligation. Involved in this feeling is the consciousness of a free-
will-my own personality-and intelligence of something which is not
me-of a law unto which I am responsible. Hence the word consci1'e,
to know something else together with myself. . But these two elements,
will and intelligence, are the necessary elements of consciousness; there-
fore, couscience is the first form-the very root-of consoiousness, and
this is the condition of all experience; hence conscience could never
be deduced from experience, because it is the very ground of experienoe
-with01tt it thel'e could be no experience.

2, Conscience reveals a law which I am obligated to serve; law im-
plies an intelligent will; but it is not my will that is the author of this
law, for it is above me and actually first makes me oonsoious of my will
-of my personal existence. This law must, in a final reduction, be
referred to God. Deny this and we have a law without a law-giver,
without a judge, without court of appeal! Paul says the Gentiles were
justified because they did the things oommanded by the law' written in
their hearts, their conscience bearing witness'. How could they be
justified before God if the law of oonscienee was the result of instruction,
or of any thing short of the divine will? They were without the law
- had no instruction - and they could be justified before the Creator
only as their actions had been in accordance with his own law, and that
law was found in their own hearts. Again, John says: "Beloved, if
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our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God.'" What
right have to have' confidence toward God' if thc voice of the heart is
merely thc dim echo of outward circumstances, or the feeble rush-light
of an understanding educated in the 'wisdom of this world'?

3. We see only phenomena in this world; we are surrounded by the
shows of things. Nothing without us, therefore, can be rightly called
a cause operating upon us. Spirit is the only substantial cause in the
universe. Phenomena may serve as olJcasions for bringing this into
action, but can not possibly attain a higher position. How can it be
said, then, that ,conscience is the result of outward influences acting
upon the mind? Education of the right kind and experience undoubt-
edly serve to develop this facult,y and bring it out into greater promi-
nence; but did they 'create' (we ask pardon for using such absurd
phraseology as this) it, would not its character vary with the education
of each person? But the results of conscience, when they are brought
out, are the same the world over and through all ages; unmistakably
assuring us that the faculty is a common, inherent one. Again, the
actions of men have nothing in themselves, considered abstractly, either
good or bad. It is only because we consider their actions in relation to
the agents that they are pronounced right or wrong, and we are enabled
thus to refer them to their actions because we possess a principle with-
in us giving moral judgments. The same actions may be performed by
a man and a lower animal, yet we never think of saying those of the
latter were right or wrong. Therefore, education could never give us
the ideas of good and evil, for the reason that in the light of these prin-
ciples we judge the actions and sayings of men, and hence they are the
antecedents of all actions.

Let us now look briefly at the consequences of denying that conscience
is a c~lllstituent principle of the mind. For the truth of our ideas of
good and e,il we are dependent upon the testimony of consciousness.
When circumstances involving moral principle are presented to us, we
say that we are eonsci01tsthat it is a goodor bad principle, and we appeal
to the consciousness of others to sustain,us. So, likewise, we depend
upon the veracity of consciousness for the reality of the soul, and of
matter, and of many other principles and beliefs. Now if we deny that
conscience is a faculty of the soul, and hence deny also its phenomena ap-
pearing in consciousness- as the ideas of goodand evil, merit and demerit,
reward and punishment-we question the truth of its test\mony and
open the way for endless doubt. If we question the truth of one datum
of consciousnesswe question all- 'falsus in uno,falsus in omnibus'. We
depend altogether upon the power of the mind for the fact of our exist-
ence and of the existence of matter, but this once denied as a true wit-
ness,'and we have no assurance of the reality of our existence or of that
of any thing else - we end in utter nihilism. Is it not strange that reli-
gious men will hold and advocate premises which, if pushed to their
just conclusions, would result in these disastrous consequences? That
this is strictly true, take one example to prove - and we might take
dozens from the history of philosophy. Locke left out of view the test-
wony of consciousness; that we derive all our knowledge from sensation
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and reflection was the leading principle of his system. He denied those
higher intuitions which consciousness gives us. - In his own hands his;
system remained safe because incomplete. But when H time took the
premises given him by Locke, and with the strictest logic followed
them to their legitimate results, the end was infidelity - a denial of the
reality of the outer world, and an assertion that we were depending
upon deceptive appearances, and our Creator was also one of these decep~
tions. The same system, transplanted to France, produced like results ;.
a gross materialism and defiant unbelief. Let us beware how we give
our immortal nature the lie! If we question the veracity of its high in-
stincts we obscure thc

"Master light of all our seeing; "

we make things of sense the creator of our noblest faculty 311.>Q we
blaspheme the Father of spirits.

In conclusion, we would say to the reader that we are convinced the:
foregoing positions are capable of the strictest proof and amplification,.
an~ we earnestly request that you will translate them into your Gwn
minds by reflection and give them the closest scmtiny. We ask this;
because we wish to see the soul vindicate its exalted birth-right. We;
desire that conscience may assert its authority and take the positioll' it~r
importance demands in religious inquiry. Its voice is only feeble be-
cause its decrees have to pass through the lower understandingj and
this is filled with the sensuous images of the world and the mists tliatt
arise from the quagmires of sin. These must be blown away by the:
breath of the Almighty, that the divine light may shine into the dark
places of the heart and guide the trembling soul up to the eternal Fount-
ain of Light. w. s. R.

SONNETS.

[THE following beautiful Sonnets are kindly contributed to our pages by a
lady whose productions have very properly arrested the attention of our Amer-
ican litel·ati. Some of her little waifs, floating over the water, have been well
received even in England. She is a valued and paid contributor to some of our
principal magazines. We deem it no small compliment to the Sentinel that
CARRIEMVERis willing to a,Ppear gratuitously on its pages. We thank her,
in the name of our readers; and, for her known love of the cause we plead,
venture to ask a continuance of her favors.-I. N. c.]

THE GRAVE.

THEREis a valley where the tempter Pride
Shall lowly lie, nor lift his head again;
There human bosom ne'er shall throb with pain

For human wrong. Oh, if I am denied
The measure of the gen'rous sympathy
Which I to others give yet hopefully,
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Forgivingly, I 'bide the time when none
Can boast of honor, wealth, or title vain-

When brother to a brother - never one-
Can say, "O'er you triumphantly I reign!"

Strife, dark and stormy, threatens to o'erwhelm '
My bark', yet cheerily I hear the psalm,
So softly chanted, of that mighty calm,

By sybil voices, o'er the worlcl's wide realm.

THE JUDGMEliT-DAY.

There is an hour when Sin shall be unmasked-'
Deceit, the smooth-tongued siren, shall not find
Or gold or blooming form to shrink behind-

Presumptuous Error shall not mount unasked
The throne of power. Oh, in that day shall stand
'I'ruth only; for the Just shall lift his ha,nd,

And they who scorned his awful name shall call
On rocks and mountains-in the darkest gloom

Of night eternl1l lost- on them to fall,
And cover from their eyes the fearful doom.

Oh, if, neglected, hither I must stray,
A weary pilgrim o'er a lonely wold,
I care not, though the ways are rough and cold,

But own me, sinless Shepherd, in that day!

HEAVEN.

There is 11land where brightest hope shall be
In sweet fruition lost: there white-browed Faith
No more shall sit beside the gates of Death;

For Death is conquered evermore, and we,
Immortal, crowned as legioned cherubim,
As angels, saints, or highest seraphim,

Shall rest by founts, or walk through fields of glory,
In light serene and beauty such I1Sart

Of man's invention or the fabled story
Hath never told or pictured to the heart.

With clouds of sorrow all this earthly air
Is darkened; but the dreary shadows cling
To Earth alone, if thou, 0 Father, King

Of Heaven, dost give my spirit birth-right there.
CARRIE MYER.

'"

EXCELJ,ENCY OF CHRIST,

HE is a path, if any be misled;
He is a robe, if any naked be;

If any chance to hunger, he is bread;
If any be a bondman, he is free;
If any be but weak, how strong is he!

To dead men life he is, to sick men health;
To blind men sight, and to the needy wealth-
A pleasure without loss, a treasure without stealth.

GILE8 FUTCIIER.



CO~{MUNICATIONS.
r,

RUSHYILLE,Illiuois, Feb. 11, 18Gi.

DEARBRO. CARMAN: For the good of the Disciples generally, I beg
leave to propose the following questions, hoping to receive answers to
them through the pages of the Sentinel:

1. Are we right in using the term' eyangelist' in the sense of a proselyteI',
or mere preach er ?

2. Have the Disciples any' evangelists' in the Bible sense of the word?
3. Are evangelists judicial officers?
4. Is an evangelist an officer in a single church, or does he belong to the

Church taken collectively?
5. Can a single church make and send out an evangelist?
6. To whom are evangelists responsible?
i. Is it correct to call a man an evangelist who has not been ordained?
8. Is it scriptural to cflll a man an evangelist whose labors are confined to

a single cougregation?
9. Does 'elder' signify 'bishop' specifically, or only generically?
10. Can a man be a bishop, or, as the Disciples say, an 'elder', who is 1Iot

'apt to teach' or a preacher?
11. Can a man be a bishop, or elder, who has 1I0t been ordained?
12. Who can scripturally make or ordain bishops, or elders?
13. To whom lire bishops responsible?
14. If a congregation, with its officers, does wrong, upon whom does it de-

volve to punish it 'I
15. Is it scriptural for the officers of a church to submit all their acts to the

decision of the whole congregation before they can act or discharge their offi-
cial duties?

16. What are the scriptuml duties of a deacon?
1i. By whom and how should deacons be made or ordained?
18. To whom are they responsible?
19. Ought each church to have and support a pastor?
20. What are his duties and authority?
21. How should he be inducted into office?
22. For what should he be suspended?
33. By whom should he be tried?
24. Is the decision of a single church, in a case of discipline, final?

Yours in Christian love,
FRANCIS APPERSON.

[Remarks upon the above in our next.-r. N. c.]

A WORD TO TIlE SISTERS.

[The following appeal, from a sister, we trust will not only be read
and heeded, but will break the way for other sisterly contributions of
like spirit.- Eds. ]

DEAR SISTERS: Strong articles of exhortation, encouragement and instruc-
tion have been addressed to the' brethren', and you, no doubt, have read and
profited by them; but they were not addressed to yOIl, and you perhapli feel
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thll.t they were not entirely meant for you. I have often thought of sending a
few lines to the dear' sisters', but felt my youth and inability; yet I feel im-
pelled to say a few words in all humility. I have been so much impre~sed of
bte, from all accounts I can get, with the spiritual dearth over the land and
the low state of piety in Olir churches, that I feel like crying out, "Lord, have
mercy, and cut us not off in thy hot displeasure, but spare us, and see if we
will not put away our lukewarmness, arouse from our sluggish habits, and
'come up to the help of the Lord against the mighty'." We, sisters, have
something to do in all this, as well as the brethren. Now What does the Lord
require of us? should be the honest inquiry of our hearts. Is it enough that
we are respectable church-members, guilty of. nothing the church could disci-
pline us for? I fear many think so-or at least they practically do. Is it
enough that we attend church once on Lord's-day, attenel to thc ordinances of
the Lord's house, then make calls on the way home, or have unnecessary com-
pany the remainder of the day, and straightway forget that Christ died 'to
save us from our sins'! And is it yet enough that we attend to the Lord's
day with propriety? Is there not much we might do to promote the good of
Sunday-Schools, Bible-Classes, etc.? And will it do, my dear sisters, to dis-
miss religion for the remainder of the week? Have you no general prayer-
meeting, no special or female prayer-meeting, where kindred hearts may in
freedom pour out their souls? no closet? I know some of you have, but I
fear many have not. How can you expect ever to enjoy the presence of the
Lord, when you seldom, if ever, meet him in his :1ppointed ways?

And even when all this is dODe, is there nothing more? Have you ever
plead with that near ancl dear friend of yours, out crt' Christ, to attend to her
soul's salvation? Do you ever speak of the subject of religion to those with
whom you have frequent intercourse, and are you doing your duty to those
placed under your care? Mothers, are your ~hildren 'trained up in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord'; and those in your employ who are impen-
itent, are they converted through your 'influence? I may seem presumptuous
and severe; but, when I see such a general neglect of duty m-ound me, I feel
that the case demands it. The Lord requires of us all we can do-a perfect
giving-up of' all we have and are' to his service; ,and dare we presume that
l,e will accept any less of us ? I fear there are some who are not doing their
duty as well as they know how, and yet hope to hear the welcome plaudit,
"Well done, fJoodandfaithful servant, euter into the joy of thy Lord." I fear
for such, unless they awake out of their indolence. The sisters have waited
too much for the brethren, and thought it their duty and privilege alone to con-
vert the world; but it was not so in the Apostles' time, and much less can it
be so now. Let us arouse and realize the responsibility resling upon us, and
be 'helps-meet' in the cause of Christ. J. 6. C.

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES.

ABSTRACT 0];' MINUTES 0];' STATE MEETING.

OWING to a crowd of other matter, and the fact that the minutes of
our last State Meeting have been already extensively circulated, we
deem it proper to insert but the following abstract of them:

The Christian Missionary Society, of the State of Illinois, met in the
Christian Chapel, in Mechanicsburg, September 3, 1856, half-past three
o'clock, P. M.
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W. W. Happy, President, called the Society to order, when prayer

was offered by Elder Theo. W. Sweet.
The Secretary being absent, J. H. Underwood was chosen pj'o tem.

REPORT OF THE CO~IMITTEE ON ~IISSIONAItY OI'EitATIO~s.

The committee to whom was referred the s\Lbject of Missionary Operations,
report, and recommend the following plan:

First: We would recommend that this Society select a suitable number of
efficient and worthy agents, whose bllsiness it shall be to visit all the congre-
gations in the State, and present to the brethren the claims of this Society,
and solicit means, in the shape of memberships and donations.

Second: 'To orgallize congregations where it is practicabIe, an:d fmpre!i!l
upon members living remote from congregations the necessity of attaching
themselves to the nearest congregation or congregations that is or are properly
organized.

Third: To gather' up all the statistics of the churches in the district, to as-
certain the flames of the local or occasional preachers, and the time devoted by
them to the proclamation of the Gospel; to urge upon the congregations the
necessity of setting apart, in regular order, those whom they consider worthy
and capable of laboring in Word and Doctrine; to give them a certificate of the
same, and forward a copy thereof to the President of the Missionary So-
ciety; anil we would recommend to the brethren the propriety of refusing to
encourage any stranger as a Christian Minister, "IV ho does not come thus re-
commended.

Fourth: It shan be required of these agents to report in writing to the
President of the Society the result of their labors, at the end of each quarter,
and these repol'ts shall be published with, the Minutes of the Society. ,

Fifth: The Executive Board shall agree with these agents as to the rate of
compensretion for which they will fabor'; and it shall be tequired of the agents
to keep a correct account of all moneys received by them, and report the same
in their qllarterly reports to the President of the Society, together with the

\number of life-memberships sllb'sCl·ilxld.; to return one-half the amount col-
lected, 'up to the amount of their salary, and remit the other half, and the
surplus, to the Correspol'Iding Secretary at the times of his quarterly reports.,

Sixth: 1"ofacilito,te the labors of the agents, and to promote the interests of
the Society, we would recommend that the Sto,te be divided into fourteen Dis-
tricts, to each of which shall be appointed one or more agents, as the Society
shall deem best. These Districts shall be composed of the following counties,
and known by the following numbers:

Fitst District-Pulaski, Alexander, Fope, Hardin, Johnson, Union.
Se'C'ondDistrict- Williamson, Franklin, Jefferson, Wayne, Hamilton, Sa-

line,. Gallfltin, White, and that portion of Edwards and Wabash south of the
baB'e litre.·

Third District-Jackson, Perry, Randolph, Monroe, Washington, and all of
St. Clair south 0'1'the base line.

Fourth DistrIct-Clinton, Pond, ~Iontgomery, Macoupin, Greene, Jersey,
Madison and Chtistian.

Fifth District-Marion, Fayette, Effingham, Jasper, Crawford, Lawrence,
Richland, Clay, Wayne, Wabash and Edwards north of the base line.

Sixth District-Sheloy, Cumberland, Clark, Edgar, Coles, Moultrie.
Seventh District-Scott, Morgan, Cass, Mason, Logan, Menard, Sangamon.
Eighth District-Macon, Dewitt, McLean, Vermilion, Champaign, Ta~ewel1..

12
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Ninth District- Woodford, cast half of Marshall, Livingston, Iroquois,
st'uth half of LaSalle, Grundy and Will.

Tcnth District-Calhoun, Pike, Adams, Schuyler and Brown.
Eleventh District- Hancock, Henderson, Warren, Mercer and Rock Island.
Twelfth District-Knox, Henry, Bureau, Stark, Peoria, west Marshall.
Thirteenth District- Whitesides, C~rrl)ll, Jo Daviess, Stephenson, Ogle and

Lee.
Fourteenth District- Kane, DuPagc, Cook, DeKalb, Boone, McHenry, Lake.
We would further recommend that the Society employ, so far as practicable,

Evangelists to labor in the Districts in which they reside. In case all the Di~-
tri-cts can not be supplied, thc Executive Committcc may makc a selection of
those they may deem of the IllOStimportance. We would, in conclusion, urge
the neeessity of immediate action on the part of the Executive Committee, und
pray that the liberality of the brethren may be equal to the demands of the
great wonk in which we arc engaged.

W. A. MALLORY,}
.J. TAFFE, Committee.
Eo I,. CRAIG,

J. F. Rowe offered the following, which was unanimously adopted:
Reaolved, That ill v.iew of the fiery ordeal thrllugh which the Bible Union

has been made to pass, in consequence of a serious attack of an enemy in an
evil day, thereby injuring the cause of Christ, causing many stout and pious
hearts to mOUl'n and bleed; subjecting, the servants of God, in their labors of
love, to sore trials and tribulations, anel causing the enemies of the cause of
Christ to rejoice, and exultingly to publish to the world its destruction. The
members of this Covention, with the deepest solicitude and most heartfelt
unxiety, do most cordially sympathize with the officers of the institution, and
with every good heart whose design and prayer to God is that all men may
read, in their own tongue, the wonderful works 8f God.

And farther-
Resolved, That we regard the defense of the Bible Union, as published in

the October number of the Bible Union Quartely, as a clear, impartial and
satisfactory indication of the true condition and position of said society.

Re.lolved, That each and every member of this Society, feeling assured that
this is '}Oother than the work of God, most heartily pledges AimseU at once to
come to the help of the Lord, and solemnly beseech the Almighty to avert the
impending evil; and especially by money and means liberally to contribute to
the treasury of the Lord; and, also, by every persuasion, to induce the disci-
ples of Christ every where to do the same; and that this great enterprise of
the Ninet,eenth Century may corne to a speedy and happy termination, and
that both the Churc!l and the World may reap a rich reward.

On motion of O. A. Burgess,
Resolved, That a eopy of the above resolutions be transmitted to the Cor-

responding Secretary of the American Bible Union, and also to the Editors of
the Christian E'vangelist, Christian Age, Christian Rec01'd, Christian Sentinel,
:A[illenial Harbinger and New York (fhronicle, with a request that they publish
the same.

Address by O. A. Burgess, on the best plan to raise means for Mis-
sionary purposes.

O. A. Burgess, from the committee to whom was referred a resolu-
tion relative to a Convention of Ministers, reported in favor of the ob-
jects cont.emplated in the reBolution, whieh was adopted.
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Elder A. J. Kane, Corresponding Secretary, made the ,followingRe-

port, whieh was received:
REPORT:

To the Members of the Illinois State :Alissionary Society:

At the last meeting of the Society, it was resolved that this Society continue
to direct all its energies to the Peoria Mission, until said Mission shall be able
to sustain itself without the aid of the Society, provided the brethren of said
Mission continue to do thcir duty. As directcd by the above resolution, the
sum of $125.00, more or lcss, has been expended in sustaining the cause in
Peoria. The congrcgation at this point has been vcry liberal in its contribu-
tions, both in sustaining the proclamation of the Gospel, and in liquidating
the debt which has accrued on the house of worship erected in that place. The
Peoria Mission stands in need of further assistance from us, and unless that
aid is provided, what has been gained will, in a great measure, be lost.

Some funds have been raised this year under the fourth article of the con-
stitution, providing for one-year and life-memberships. W. A. Mallory and
A. J. Kanc have spent some -time in soliciting for the Society-the former
having raised in cash 132.00, and in subscriptions $145.00; the latter
$266.00 in cash, and $301.00 in subscriptions. From the experience of the
past, the Board is decidedly of opinion that this is the most successful pl\ln for
raising means, and that with a few energetic agents in the State, a large
amount might soon be raised for Missionary purposes. The brotherhood whcre
this plan has becn presented seem to approve it, and contribute freely of their
substance to its support. Let harmony prevail in this great work of giving
the Word of Life to our fellow-citizens, and soon the glad tidings of pcace will
visit many desolate portions of our beautiful and growing State.

A. J. KANE,Corresponding Sccretary.

The Committee on Credentials made the following report, whieh was
received:

DELEGATESIN ATTENDANCE.

Bloomington-Edwin Posten, John Taffe, W. D. Campbell, E. W. Bakewell.
Pittsfield-Francis Apperson.
New Hartford, Pike County"":'"Thomas Aiton.
Henderson, Knox County-James E. Gll.ston.
Winchester-Elder T. W. Sweet.
Jll.cksonville- W. W. Happy, P. Coffman, Geoi'g.e Owen,S. T. Da'lllli.Way.
Ripley-Elder J. D. McPherson.
Eureka-O. A. Burgess, William Davenport.
Centralia, Perry County-So W. Leonard.
Springfield- W. A. Mll.llory, A. J. Kane, J. F. Rowe.
Three Churches west of Rock River, viz: Genesee Gr.ove, Cherry Grove and

Argo-Robert Art, G. Moffatt.
Princeton and Antioch-Sll.muel Lowe.
Barry-Elder E. L. Craig, David Green, J. T. Brow».
Berea, Morgan County-Charles Rowe.
Mauvll.isterre-O. Ticknor, James Mansfield.
Rock Islll.nd-M. W. Conway.
Abingdon-Elder P. H. Murphy, Eld.!lr John Miller.
Taylorville- Willill.m Singer.
Plymouth, Hll.ncGckCounty-D. P. Palmer.
Longport, Macon County-Nathan G. Avert.
Sullivll.n-Elder B. W. Henry, Elder H. Y. Kellll.l'.
Decatur-Elder John W. Tyler.

In reference to the two sets of delegates each claiming to represent the
Church at Bloomington, your committee beg leave to present the following re-
port: That we have faithfully, we think, .examined the credentials, ll.ndheard



92 The Christian Sentinel.

the testimony of each party, and unanimously agree and unhesitatingly decide,
that Edwin Posten, John Taffe, W. D. Campbell, and E. W. Bakewell are the
deleg\1tes from the Church of Christ at Bloomington, Iliinois.

S. T. CALI,AWAY, }
JAS. E. GASTON, Com. on Credentials.

Sept. 5, 1856. E. L. CRAIG,

JOSEPHJ. CASSELL, Treawrer Christian Missiona,'y Society, in account with same.
Dr.

To this amt. balance in my hands at date of bst report $64 00
Oct. 12 To cash from Mrs. Lucy Gass , $1 00

from Mrs. Wilson......... 1 00
from Sec. State Meeting on life-membership 27 00
fi'om same on annual contributions for same

object. .
from church at Bloomington , .. " .
from church at P,·inceton .
fl'om church at Virginia , .
fr.om Vermilion Cooperation .
from O. A. Burgess , .
from church at Mauvaisterre .
fl'llm church lOt Carrolton .
from church at Ripley .
from church at Jacksonville , ..•..........
from church at Lynnville .

16

Oct. 16, 1855.
Sept. 1, 1856.

TREASURER'S REPORT.

""
"

10 00
31 00
14 50

6 00
15 00

5 00
600
5 00
5 00

11 90
10 75151 65

"

"

$215 65
Contra.

By cash paid on account of Peoria Mission ... $125 00
or in my hands to balance account...... 90 65 $215 65

JOSEPH J. CASSELL, Trea.surer.

The report of the Committee on Revision of the Constitution was
taken up, and the result was the following, as the Constitution of the
Christian State Missionary Society.

ARTICLE 1. This Society shall be called the Christian Missionary
Society of the State of Illinois.

ART. f. The objects of this Society shall be to sustain the proclama-
tion of the gospel in destitute .places.

ART. 3. The Society shall be composedof such persons as may sustain
a good Christian character, and have paid one dollar for annual mem-
bership, '01' twenty-five dollars for life-membership, or fifty dollars for life-
directorship; and each church may be represented by sending by
their delegates a contribution of at least ten cents per each member of
said church.

ART. 4. The officersof this Society shall consist of a Pr.esident and
Corresponding Secretary, a Recording Secretary and a Treasurer, who
shall be chosen annually by the Society, and a majority of whom shall
reside in Jacksonville or its vicinity.

ART. 5. The Ex~cutive Board of this Society shall consIst of the
;P,esident, Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer.
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ART. 6. The Trcasurer shall give bond with approved person:,tlse-

curity for such an amount as the Executive Board may deem proper.
ART. 7. The annual meeting shall be held on Wednesday before the

first Lord's day of Septembcr in each year, at the place designated by
the previous meeting.

ART. 8. The President shall have power to convene the Executive
Board when in his judgment the interest of the Society shall require it.

ART. 9. This Society shall have power to alter or amend this Con-
stitution whenever a majority of two-thirds in convention may deem it
wise and proper.
, ART. 10. All contemplated changes of this Constitution shall be
specified, and notice given to the convention assembled under its provis-
sions, one year before the contemplated changes.

On motion of Elder Perky,

Re~olved, That the Board request all our preachers in the State to be solicit-
ors for the Missionary Society in the fields of their respective labors, and send
up to the Treasurer of the Board the amount collected and pledged.

On motion of S. T. Callaway,

Re~olved, That this Society request of Professor O. A. Burgess and President
P. H. Murphy copies of their respective addresses delivered before this So-
ciety, for publication.

On motion of J. F. Rowe,
Re~olved, That the united thanks of this Society are due this church and the

citizens of Mechanicsburg, for the able, efficient and christian manner in
which they havc provided for and entertained the members of this convention,
and especially will we cherish the fondest recollections of the sisters who have
so commendably and so cheerfully ministered to the wants of all strangers
from abroad.

On motion of Samuel Lowe, it was decided to hold the next annual
meeting at Jacksonville.

Elder Craig, from the committee for selecting officers for the ensuing
year, reported as follows:

For President, W. W. HAPPY, Sr.
For Recording Secretary, B. N. HUMPHREY.
For Corresponding Secretary, S. T. CALLAWAY.
For Treasurer, J. J. CASSELL.

Report was adopted.
On motion of W. A. Mallory,

Re~olved, That the Society recommend the propriety of the brethren holding
an annual meeting in each missionary district, for the purpose of mutual ac-
quaintance and preaching the gospel, and that these meetings be held preViO\l1l
to the annual meeting of the M,issionary Society, and that a contribution he
taken up at each of these meeting for this Society.

The committee to select a student to receive the benefit of the
Bethany Hymn-Book Fund, presented the name of H. S. Earl1 of Meta-
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mora, Woodford County, Illinois, as a young man worthy of such an ap-
propriation.

The recommendation and report were received.
On motion of Elder Craig,
Resolved, That the brethren in 'general, and the preachers in particular, be

earnestly requested to solicit subscribers for the G II1'istian Sentinel.

Adjourned to meet at Jacksonville, at the time designated by the con-
stitution. W. W. HAPPY, President.

B. N. HUMPHREY,Secretary.

BRO. D. M'CANCE,writing us from Toulon, recently, speaks hope-
fully of the cause in that place. The brethren expect to finish a house
early this season. Our brother has our sympathies for his personal af-
flictions, and our hearty thanks for hIS kind wishes and prayers on our
behalf.

PRESIDENTP. H. MURPHYrecently closed a meeting at Abingdon
College, with ten additions by immersion. God be praised for the suc-
cess of the truth. J. L.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

WE acknowledge the receipt of the portrait of Eld. A. CAMPBELL,a
very ~uperior steel engraving by JOHN SARTAIN,and a capital likeness.
It is published by JAMES CHALLENAND SONS, publishers of the
Ladies' Ohristian Annual, Philadelphia, who will furnish it, in the
style for framing, post-paid, for 25 cents.'

WE receive with great pleasure, among our exchanges, the New
york Independent,a religious journal conducted with the higest ability,
and having the largest circulation of any paper of its CIMS in America.
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One of our most intelligent ministers dcclared to us, privately, that
he considered the Independent the bestfam'ily paper puUished.

The numbers receivcd we like exceedingly. It is a large quarto,
equal in size to the largest weeklies. issued. Though conducted under
the auspices of the Orthodox Congregationalists, it gives account of the
religious world generally, as well as the leading news 'of the day, and
seems far above any mere partisanship, or exclusive denominationalism.
We would gladly see it circulate among our brethren. $2.00, in advance.
Address JOSEPHH. LADD,22 Beekman street, New York.

The American Ohl'istian Review, edited and published by Bro.
BENJAMINFRANKLIN,is also received. It is a beautiful monthly, of
thirty-two large double-column pages, filled with matter of much in-
terest to the brotherhood. Bi·o. FRANKLINis a man of great labor, by
tongue and pen, is widely known through each, and, with his crushing
logic and withering satire, is a truly formidable champion in the arena
of polemic theology. ~1.00 in advance. 13. FRANKLIN,Cincinnati.

WE congratulate our readers on the securing of another able contrib-
utor for the Sentinel, in the person of Bro. 'W. S. R.' Read his articles'
in this number with care. They will richly repay much study. We
are indebted for one of them, as the reader will perceive, to our excel-
lent weekly, the Age, for which it was originally written, and in which
we trust to see more of like tenor from the same pen.

OUR Churcll news is very scanty in the present issue, from the fact
that we are out within a few days of our February number, in order to
overtake our regular time of publication, which we are permitted, at
length, to rejoice in having accomplished. Our promptness, however,
has prevented the appearance, in regular order, of some of our serial
e.ssays, they not getting to hand in time.

OUR thanks are due to Editors of our city and elsewhere, for their
kindly notices' of the Sentinel.
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BRO. JOHN LINDSEY,as our readers will perceive 011 the cover, has
become Associate Editoj' of the Sentinel. He will; therefore, hereaf-
ter, be, as the other editors, individually responsible for all articles over
his initials.

BRO. D. R. HOWEis our local agent for Bureau County.
Bro. J AS. LINDSEYis agent for Logan County.
Will brethren PERKY and ApPERSONplease act as agents for the

Sentinel in their respective counties?

OlHTUAltY.

DIIm, in Washington, Tazewell County, December 10, 1856, sister VIRGINIA
CATHERINE, consort of Bro. MA SHALLE. DAVIDSON,and daughter of Bro.
S. P. GOlUN.

Sister D. was taken away at the early ago of 29, yet she had lived long enough to attain that
strong faith and hope which sustain triumphantly in deatlJ, and leaye a bright testimony behind.

,YO extract the following beantiful anu touching lines from a poem addressed, editorially, to
the bereaved husband, in the issue of the Peoria. Et'eninf] Republican containing a notice of the
demise of our lamented sister. I. N.C.

Well,
o str~cken husband, may'st thou weep; the gloom
Of a great sorrow doth encompass thee.
For she wns good aud gentle, kind and true,
And aU w'110knew her loved her. Age loved her
Because she ministered unto its wants,
And had respect unto its 8ih'er hairs,
Its wrinkle'8, its bowell form and tottering steps;
And youth loved her, because she gently.took
Its hand, (mel led the way to virtue, truth
And goodness. But, alas, )'0 were to part.
'Vhile lifc'8'glad sun was at meridian,
It pleased the GiVCFof your lives to take
Up to his Great 'Vhite 'fhrone on high the one,
And leave the other in this weary world,
To tread alone its flowerless paths, and drink
'rho cup of bitterness bereavement filled.. . . . . . . . .
Gathered around her dying couch were those
From whoso unbroken circle she mnst soon
De taken; and us once the ftickerinp: flame
Of life appeared welt-nigh extinguished, and
Her friends endeavored to restoro the warmth
Of nature, deprecatingly BheBaid-
"Oh, let me go, I 'ro ready, and 't is best."
llut yet a little longer was she spared,
To speak in love to an her dearest friends,
And give them counsel such as one might givo
Who stood upon the bridge that spans the gulf
Between ffime and Eternity. She gave
Mementoes of"affection to each one-
Some littlo gifts, that might recall to mind
Remembrance of her. when the grass was green
Upon her graye; and witll each toli:en she
Imparted some rich precept, that might sink
Deep into tho heart, and be remembered when
Full many summers o'er the listener's head
lIad pasBcd. c. 11'.W,
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A CONVINCING CIRCUMSTANCE,

A Universalist clergyman, who is a gentlcman of much erudition and a
professor in a westcrn college, was visiting a friend in this city on Sun-
day last. The wife of this friend is a medium for spiritual communi-
cations. The clergyman requested his friend and his wifc to accompany
him to the Universalist church, which they did. After supper, before
retiring for the night, the hostess, who is the mcdium spoken of, inti-
mated to the clergyman that he was at liberty to read and pray, as she
knew was his devotional custom, if he chosc to do so. He availed him-

. self of the privilege, read a chapter in the Bible and prayed,
At the conclusion of the prayer the lady was entranced, and the con-

trolling spirit made a prayer in the Spanish language, and then pro-
nounced a benediction in French, and another in Italian. The clcrgyc
man, being a professor of langnages, understqod them all; and his sur-
prise~knowing, as he did, that the medium did not understand or know
a word of either of th.ese languages-may be better imagined than ex-
pressed. He went away thoroughly convinced of what he had never
before believed: that the spirits of those who had departed from earth
do really return and speak through the organs of mortal men and wo-
men.

We have this from the husband of the medium, in whose integrity
we havc the fullest confidence.

Age of ProgreBB.

THE above we have clipped from the N01'thwestern Excelsior, the ti-
tle of a Spil'itualist paper published at Waukegan, in this State, which
paper seems to have clipped it from the Age of Pl'ogress. But, beforc
proceeding with any comments, we desire our readers to re-read the
extl'a little article, and then let us proceed to notice it. Truly, it re-
minds us that this is, indeed, an 'age of progress'. But, alas! what
.kind of progress? We used to learn, in our school-boy days, that there
were two kinds of progress, or ratios-the one asceuding, the other de-
scending; and if we have any just conception of the boasted progress
of tile age, we must ccrtainly concludc that a large part of it is in the

13 97
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descending series, nnd that, too, in a very rapidly-accelerating 01' increas-
ing ratio! ''\That arrogance! what impious presumption! to talk of
thc 'Reverend', or the' clergyman', and that, too, with the term' Uni-
versalist' for a prefix or suffix! to talk of' devotion' and' evening prayer'!
to talk of bowing before that God whose mightiest mandate is hurled
back into his face by the samc ones who thus profess to bow! To asso-
ciate such things with thc sacred name of Jesus Christ and his religion
is proof enough that such ones will becomc 'convinced of what they
never before believed' -that departed spirits return and' speak through
the organs of mortal men and women'. They are very fit characters to
believe such things. They who have set asidc the Word of God, tram-
pled under foot the blood of the New Covenant, and refused to submit
to the authority of Jesus Christ, are indeed well prepared to receive
the direction and guidance of 'scducing spirits and doctrines of devils',
which, says the Apostle Paul (1 Tim. iv : 1), shall have power in these
'latter times'.

But who are these who style themselves, or arc stylcd, 'Universal-
ists' and 'Spiritualists'? But first, who or what arc Universalists?
Perhaps courtesy would rcquirc that we should await the answer of this
question until some' believer' respond. But, having sofrequently and
yet in vain inquired for a satisfactory response, we shall endeavor to an-
swer it, with the full permission to any orthodox (?) 'belicver' to cor-
rect us if we do not answer correctly. A Uni'vel'salist, then, we under-
stand to be one who believcs that the whole human family will ultimate-
ly be saved with an cverlasting salvation j or, that thc whole human
family will ultimately be for ever' holy and happ'!!'. This introduces
thc doctrine, therefore, of universal snlvation, in which it is claimed
that, irrespective of the life 01' condition of men before death, they will
be hol,!! and happ,!! AFTER death, Well, now let us see what this in-
volves: First- Au unconditional salvation. Secondly- That vice and
crime of every hue receive no retribution, and virtue, however bright
and shining, no reward! And this is the system of a God of justice!
O! shame, where is thy blush? And that is justice, is it? V••Te should
like to see some Universalist arraigned before a mere earthly court, and
see if he would be satisfied with such justice as that! And yet it is one
of the loudest boasts of [Iniversalisrn that God is a God of justice, and
therrfore (?) (what logic!) he will ultimately save all mcn, without re-
gard to their livcs and character upon the earth! But claims our friend
of the Universal ordcr that justice is dealt out, upon the earth, and
crimes Illeet their just retribution here! But tbis is nbsolutely false-
upconditionally false. And that man is not an honest man who looks
forth uP~)J)the broad face of the world and sees the poor but righteous
man struggling with an almost insupportable burthen - sees the wicked
by his sidc flourishing like a tree by the side of the rivers of many wa-
ters - sees the furmer bow daily before the throne of grace and seek
the favor of thc God who sitteth upon that throne, and sees the latter
walk forth in his proud dignity, and curse and blaspheme the name of
that same God-we say that Dlan is not an honest man who can see all
this and then say they receive their ~ustiee and their retribution here
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upon the earth. Such men have lied to themselves, lied to their fellow
men, and lied to the Holy Spirit j and it may not be altogether improb-
able that they belong to that class of which the Apostle Paul speaks, in
the following language: "And for this cause God shall send them strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie j that they all might be damned
who believe not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." (2
Thess. ii: 11-12.) But, continues our friend, thesc wicked receive their
punishment in their own consciences! Ah! yes, a terrible thing, this
conscience, now. How fearfully men do suffer in their consciences! so
fearfully, indeed, that when they have pronounced one oath, they im-
mediately pronounce anothc1' j when they have told one lie, they endeav-
or to "hield themselves by telling thl'ee more j and when they have cheat-
ed and robbed one man, they rob a dozcn more! A wonderful thing,
this conscience! Strange that men do uot make a heaven upon the
earth, so potent is this conscience to punish for all sins.and crimes that
curse the human race! No, Sir, it is all false. The conscience, so far
from inflicting the proper penalties for sins and transgressions, becomes
perfectly seared and hardened just so soonas, or in a very short time after,
the Word of God is set aside and its threatened vengeance disregard-
ed. And no more specious fallacy has ever been palmed off upon the
human mind than that the conscience of man is the highest retributive
tribunal of GOD. Go to the uttermost parts of the earth, where the
word of God has never been sounded in the ears of those inhabiting
them, and it may indeed be said that they, 'having no litw,are a law un-
to themselves' j but to bask in the full sunlight of the glory of God as
exhibited in the Gospel of his only Son, and then say man is a law un~
to himself, is certainly the highest summit of human presumption-
the very lowest depth of human debasement and degradation. But this
is not all. It involves, as we have already said, the idea or doctrine of
an unconditional salvation. Now, such a doctrine is not only contrary
to the most common principle of human action, namely, to pay for what
we get, but especially contrary to the entire teaching of the Bible,
whether in Old-Testament types and shadows or in the substance of the
New Testament. Take for example the worship of the Tabernacle,
with all the preparations which the priests were compelled to make ac-
cording to the direction of God, yet it was necessary that the man for
whom these preparations were made should also appear in the presence
of the priest and perform his part of the ocremony, in order that he
might be cleansed. Nor did he receive the benefit of the blood of the
sacrifice unless he thus complied. Yet Universalism denies all this,and
unceremoniously applies the blood of the sacrifice- the Lamb of God
-without the least recognition of that purification which was necessa-
ry even under the law, but continues sinning, utterly regardless of pie-
ty, purity and holiness. They seem to have answered in the affirma-
tive the questions propounded by the Apostle Paul, Rom. vi : 1- "What
shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?"
- but have entirely forgotten the answer which Paul himself gives in
the following verse, namely, "Gocl. forbid! How shall we that are dead
to sin live any longer therein?"
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But the great misfortune with thc votaries of the doctrine of Univer-
salism is that they never' dic to sin'. For although they make great
claims to morality, yet their lives demonstrate that their hearts have
never been purified by that faith that works by love. And right here,
when we begin to talk about purity, what an infinity of space exists be-
twecn the teachings of our Savior and the teachings of this doctrine now
under consideration! Take for example thc following language of the
Savior: "Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come aft-
er me, let him deny himself and takc up his cross and follow me."
(Matt. xvi: 24.) How do such words harmonize with that doctrine
which says Eat, drink, dance, lie, cheat, steal, curse, swear, rob and
murder, and you shall be a disciple of thc Lord Jesus Christ, and be
saved with him at last?

But, responds our friend, perhaps somewhat earnestly, wc do not so
teach j we teach the strictest morality, and enforce all the moral pre-
cepts of the New Testament. Ah, indeed! and what does that amount
to? Does not the greater include the less? And what care your men
for moral precepts when they will be saved at last if they do not adhere
to them? Besides, it would, according to your doctrine, only save a few
earthly pangs, and every body knows that it is much easier for the reck-
less and sensual mass to give loose reins to their passions than to restrain
themselves and be guided by a pure morality.

But we have already alluded to the fact that the Gospel, in harmony
with even a common-sense principle, requires of its recipients an offer-
ing or sacrifice on their part j it was so during the days of types and
shadows - much more so now that the substance is come. The act of
presenting the proper offering now becomes the test of obedience j and
obedience the sine q~tanon of acceptance in the sight of God. As, in-
deed, the Apostle Paul expressed it, Christ is not the author of eternal
salvation to any except those who obey him. "And being made perfect,
he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him."
(Hebrew v: 9.) And again: "And to you who are troubled, rest with
us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from Heaven with his mighty
angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God
and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ j who shall be
punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of his power." (2 Thess. i: 7-9.)

But we shall not continue this matter longer for the present. We
only hope to call the attention of thinking men to this most fatal delu-
sion, which, in these last days, has assumed so much of the sacred, and
covers up its fatal sting with the mantle of Christianity. Our second
question, as to what is ' Spirit'ualism', we will defer until our next,
when we shall endeavor to call attention to it, as being, if not the legit-
imate offspring of Universalism, at least the next step in advance in
the rapidly-descending series. In the mean time, if any lover of these
, isms' feels his rights encroached upon, he is at liberty to speak out,
for all may rest assured that we shall not leave these points until they
stand out in all the.' naked ugliness of sin'. And while we shaH en-
deavor to do this in that spirit which should always characterize Christ-
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ians, yet we shall turn aside from no principle of divine truth for the
sake of favoring the whims and caprices of men. O.A.B.

THE GREAT WORK.

BROTHERCARMAN: Please give thc followinga place in the Sentinel,
if you have room and deem it worthy.

"I am doing a great work, so that I can not come down." - N~:irE}IIAH.

The present is a critical, trying hour with the people called' Christ-
ians', or 'Disciples'. Weare compelled to choose whom we wiII serve.
Our choice is between life and death. Spiritual light, life and love
can save us, and make us the means of salvation to others, but without
these we wiII soon be dead, and plucked up by the root. God takes
no pleasure in the death of any. He wills that all shall live. Shall we
not have life, and more than life? Shall we not live, and grow, and
thrive, and prosper, and bc ha py? Then let the sentence at the head
of this article be the langua" of every preacher who has communed
with his own heart, and who has determined, through Christ, who alone
can give him strength, to labor day and night for the advancement of
the world and of the church, in the true experimental knowledge of
God, and of Jesus Christ our Lord. To do this effectually wiII require
constant care and watchfulness on his part He wiII meet with diffi-
culties in every step of his progress. In addition to the world, the
flesh and the devil, with which all have to contend, he wiII find, both
in the church and in the world, thousands of souls who receive not
the things of the Spirit, and who can not discern them because they
are carnal, and spiritual things are spiritually discerned. His effort
must be to make them spiritual, instead of permitting them to make
him carnal. Such persons in the church wiII be constantly complaining
that they do not understand his preaching, and instead of permitting
him to 'leave the first principles of the doctrine of Christ and go on to
perfection', they wiII insist upon his giving to them some discourses
against the sects, against creeds, and in favor of the word alone, and
showing that faith comes by hearing the word of God, and that men
must believe before they can repent, and before their mind can in any
way be influenced by the Holy Spirit, and that they must not only be-
lieve, but must be immersed, before they can get the remission of sins.
These things they can understand, and beyond these the preacher must
not go if he would please them.

He wiII also be expected to discuss largely questions such as the fol-
lowing:

Must the sisters be permitted to speak or pray publicly? Shall they
be permitted to wear the present fashionable bonnet, which does not
cover the head, but only hangs on the back of it ? Is it not contrary
to Scripture for the sisters to have bunches of ribbons, feathers, or ar
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tificial flowers, upon their bonnets? Does the Bible allow them to
curl or braid their hair? Should they not always comb and brush their
hair themselves? Is it according to Scripture to get a hair-dresser to
do it for them? Does not the Bible tell the sisters precisely how their
hair should be done up, and should thcy not be requested to do it up in
that way, if at all? Can women be christians if they wear ruffles around
their necks and flowerson their dresses? Is it not a sin for them to wear
pads, hoops, stays, and such things, in imitation of the world? Dare a
brothel' join a military company? If he belongs to one when he joins
the church, must he not either leave it or th~ church? If he goes out
to fight at the call of his country, can he be permitted to remain in the
church? If he owns property in man, can he be a christian? Is any
man, whether a preacher or a private member, to be considered a Christ-
ian in these times if he remains neutral respecting the political parties?
Should the disciples be permitted to join the Masons, the Odd-Fellows,
the Sons of Temperance, the Know-Nothings, the Lone Star, or the
Sons of Malta? Is it right for christians to have piano-fortes or any
other kind of musical instruments in their houses? If christians are
permitted to play on instruments, ought they not to be confined to sacred
tunes? Does the Bible allow us to sing any kind of songoSbut sacred,
spiritual songs? Should not all memb ~ who play or sing any other
kind of tunes or songs be turned out of t e church? Do the Scriptures
allow.a preacher to have a gold watch? Should preachers be permit-
ted to dress in fashionable clothes, like other people? Can they have
brass or gilt buttons on their coats? Ought a man to be permitted to
preach if hc has a long beard or a moustache? Is not a man too proud
to be a preacher who stands so straight that he leans back, throws out
his chest and assumes a military attitude? Must any man be heard as
a preacher until he is regularly set apart to the work by the elders of
some church? Must he not always have his credentials in his pocket?
Shall we ever receive a member from one church into another without
a letter from that church? Are you in favor of having the elders con-
trol the preachers, or the preachers control the elders? Should elders
be chosen for life, during good behavior, or for a limited period? Must
elders all sit together on Lord's-day, or can they be permitted to sit
apart? Must they always open and close meeting in the same way, or
may they vary according to circumstances? Can a church be in order
without a plurality of elders and deacons? Can there be any church
without said officers? Is there any appeal from the decision of the eId-
ers? Is it in order ever to move for a new trial, after their judgment
is rendered? When an indictment is found against a brother or sis-
ter, will the Bible permit us to give it to the accused in writing, that
he or she may be permitted to understand it and plead to it, or must
the whole matter be done with the voice? Must church-trials be con-
ducted by and before the whole church, or by and before the elders on-
ly? Did the church at C give a correct judgment in the case which
was recently before them? Which of the two individuals who had
that long and bitter quarrel with each other do you think was right, and
which was'wrong? How would you manage a particula,r case of disci-
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pline which we now have in our church? May christians marry out
of the church? If a man and a woman who could not live together
are divorced, dare they marry again? ]}'lustwe practice the holy kiss
in the church in these latter days. Must we eat all the bread and drink
all the wine at the supper? Must the breaking of the loaf be attended
to first or last when we meet on Lord's-day morning? Who was Mel-
chisedec? Are there few or many that shall be saved? Is feet-washing
a church-ordinance? Is the devil a self-existent being, or was he cre-
ated ? Who made the devil? Can a man be a christian and believe
in phrenology, mesmerisin, magnetism, psychology and clairvoyance?
Can men or women be christians if they read novels, or what are called
I parlor magazincs'? Must we have Iall things in common', or may
each one have his own wife, his own children, his own bouse, his own
farm, his own individuality?

These and perhaps a thousand other question:>of like character will
be constantly thrust at the preacller of the word. If he can answer
them to the satisfaction of those who propound them, he will be con-
sidered a smart man, an able minister of the New Testament, a work-
man that needs not to be ashamed. I do not say that these are all I un-
taught questions', and that circumstances may not some times arise
when some of thcm may have to be decided j but I do say that nearly
all of them are questions that do more harm than good - that they
gender strife, and that if a preacher undertakes to answer them, he will
not and can not minister grace to his hearers. We had better, then,
abandon the idea of converting the world and the Church to the exper-
imental knowledge of God and of our Lord Jesus Christ, or at once de-
termine that the harmony of our souls shall not be destroyed, and our
attendance and time shall not be employed in considering and answer-
ing such questions. The mind that is full of either such questions or
the answers to them has little room in it for the divine nature, for the
Holy Spirit, for the love of' Christ, or for the light of life. Many of
our brethren have feasted so long upon these things that they have be-
come as dead as the dry bones of the valley. Shall the preachers con-
tribute to their continuance in this state of death, or will thcy blow
the breath of the Lord npon them, that they may live? We will find
that after we have discussed, debatcd, and, as we think, answered them
all, both our own souls and those of the brethren who have heard
us are like the barren fig-tree. We turn our minds and thoughts up to-
ward Heaven, but the wires between Heaven and earth appear to be cut.
No communication, for the time being, can go from our souls to God, and
none can come from God to our spirit,s. The only way for the man of God
who is determined to keep' the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace',
with his own soul and with those of the brethren, is to say, in reply to
all such questions, It would give me pleasure to reply to all your ques-
tions, brethren j but I am doing a great work, so that I can not oome
down. My mind is up with God, and Christ, and thc Holy Spirit, and
angels, and' spirits of just lllen made perfect', and I can not come
down unless you will permit me to bring them down with me for the
purpose of taking you up. I am thinking of glory, honor, immortality)
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and eternal life, of thrones, dominions, principalities and powers of the
invisible world. I beg you to permit me to captivate your minds by
these things. I can not come down, but I will take you up. Let me
show you a more excellent way than that in which your minds have
been traveling.

Now what paper will take this stand? Will the Sentinel do it?
What preachers. will plant themselves upon this immovable rock? Let
it be done by all, and the result will soon be manifest. Will you say
'Who is sufficient for these things?' Shall wc say' J..•ct this cup pass
from us'? Rcmember, to drink the cup which our Savior drank, and
to be baptized with the baptism of suffering with which he was bap-
tized, belongs to our mission. The life of the preacher is one of labor,
of toil, of suffcring', of self-denial, not of full reward. His labor is, how-
ever, not in vain in the Lord. The robe of white, the palm of victory,
the crown of glory, will be given to all the faithful. " These shall walk
with me in white, for they are worthy." FIDES.

EDUCATIOK.-NUUBER III.

WE promised to treat in our present essay on the proper place for edu-
cation. Under this head are necessarily arranged -1. 'rhe best kind
of school-houses. 2. Boarding-houses, including study-rooms and sleep-
ing-apartments. 3. Out·door excursions, for the study of botany, geol-
ogy and astronomy, and, in a word, all the branches of natural science.

It is frequently questioned whether or not any particular care should
be given to the erection of school-houses; and, from the general appear-
ance of our school-houses throughout the country, we are constrained to
conclude that a very large proportion of community have decided in
the negative. Now, if for the comfort of religious worship, where we
are confined from one to two hours at a time (and no session of worship
should be a longer time than two hours), we take especial carc that our
rooms are neat, and even beautiful, large, and well ventilated, of how
much more importance is it that children, whose tastes for the ncat and
beautiful are just now being cultivated, and whose constitutions are
much more frail, and who usually have to spend some six hours per di-
em, and some six days in each week, shut up in the house (a cruel
custom) should have all these comforts and beauties in a geometrically-
increased ratio. Nay: it may do to shut the horsc in a dark stable, the
cow in a narrow stall, and to keep the swine deeply bedded in straw
with scarcely room to breathe; but the proud eagle, that soars up to
meet the sun, that bravely buffets the angry storm, and fears no hight,
nor time, nor distance, poises himself upon the tallest pine that decks
the mountain's airy summit, and lovcs to breathe the pure, fresh gale
that ever sweeps along. Then teach that noble boy to watch the eagle
in his lofty flight, and thus let him learn to pant for an atmosphere pur-
er and sweeter than can be found in the dirty and narrow, contracted
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school-house. Having', then, selected some beautiful location, free from
the noise and bustle of'the densely-populated city, and awayfrom the bus-
iness streets of our smaller towns, or, if a country location, a retired spot
rather tban immediately on a public road, erect your house in good ar-
chitectural taste. Give it external bcauty and symmetry. Cluster around
it fine shade-trees. .Make every thing about it lovely, Yes, let" the
beauty of the spot swell the soul of the child at the first glance. Then
how proud, how joyous, 0 how cxcc€dingly glad, to hear the order, 'Go
to school'.

But let us follow the little fellows into the school-house, the first time
they enter. How wretchedly disappointed, should they find every thing
dark and gloomy, and very poorly comparing with their mother's sitting-
room. On the other hand, should they find an elegant room, with high
ceiling, plenty of light and good fresh air constantly supplied, and com-
fortable seats, how different will be the first impression produced upon
their young and tender minds!

The wiath of the room should be to the length as three is to four,
with the teacher's desk at one end. There should be aisles around the
entire room, thus preventing all possibility of contact with cold walls,
which are usually very unhealthy in any house, but especially so in
houses which are occupied during the day only. At least two entire
sides of the house should be lined with black-boards, and these should
be cut into sections, corresponding with the aisles, and the sections
numbered, thus enabling the teacher to direct the pupil precisely where
he wishes him to stand, in this way making precision in all his work.
The scats should be so constructed as to prevent contact between the
pupils, or any probability of whispering or any other disorder. This
will be more easy accomplished by having single desks and iron pedest-
als; the danger of contact in this way being entirely prevented, all neces-
sity of noise of the feet being removed. I have been thus particular in
speaking of desks and seats, because I have seen many very fine houses
in our towns and villages, which were built at great cost, almost entirely
ruined' for want of proper taste and the expenditure of a few dollars
more in their construction and arrangement. Much injury is also SUlS-

tained in many of our schools by constructing houses with long halls
through them; thus soliciting all possible noise from those who are rude,
as they pass to and from class. Again, .we frequent.Iy have our stair-
ways so constructed as to sound like the thundering of the steed as he
rushes to battle. In a word, then, we should so construct our houses
as to admit of the least possible 'noise or confusion. I have not room
in so brief a view as this to speak of books, slates, maps, charts, globes,
and many other things, absolutely necessary to develop and illustrate
the different branches usually taught in our common schools. Suffice
it to say that these are all absolutely essential to make the place just
such as it should be, and hence they properly come under this head.

I am likewise in favor, whenever it is practicable, of having graded
schools, thus having different rooms for difierent degrees of progress. In
this way there will be assigned to each teacher no more branches than
he can have time to fully develop, and thus we introduce no branches

14
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into a room which v/ill be entirely beyond the comprehension of any
pupils in it. In thia way every word spoken by the teacher will be-
come beneficial to anyone who, though not in the class reciting, may
chance to give attention.

There are, however, other places for study besides the school-room.
The most important of these is the boarding-house. This, above all
places, should be made inviting to the young and tender ones, who for
the first time in life have left home to try their fortune among strang-
ers. The boarding-house, as well as the school-house, academy and col-
lege, should be located in a retired spot, in the midst of beautiful and
pleasant scenery, and should be so constructed as to be agreeable and
healthy. Boarding should be had, whenever possible, in private families,
where each student llJay feel himself responsible to the family for his
good behavior. But, above all, very large boarding-houses should be
avoided; for these, like densely-crowded cities, arc the worst possible
corruptors of youth, and lead astray the best class, espccially of the
younger pupils. All boarding-houses, however small, should have reg-
ular hours for study, as well as for eating, sleeping and exercise j thus
teaching regularity and punctuality, which are indispensable l'l3.quisitcs
to becoming great or useful, or even respectable citizens. Every room
in a boarding-house should be of good size, well ventilated, and the bed-
ding should be tasteful and neat, being selected f<:lrthe health and com-
fort of the students. Indeed, all the furniture of the room should be of
good quality.

How many students of the best taste and purest morals have been driv-
en from a boarding-school, for the simple reason that they were put in-
to little, ill-eonstructcd and dirty rooms, and fed upon poorly-selected
and badly-prepared diet. And, indeed, I could not have a clear con-
science unless I should utter one word of praise for thh~ lady or gentle-
man who is teo decent to live in the midst of dirt.

But, leaving the house, with all its dull tedium, let us break into
the open air, for no one, we are confident, can become a good scholar
simply by the study of books. Indeed, it is as impossible for o~ to be-
come eminent as a scholar by the study of books alone as it is to
become a good botanist by simply working at the pictures of flowers, in-
stead of examining the entire range of plants, from the radix up to the
last petal, or stamen, or anther. We doubtless learn every thing best by
contact. Hence how important it is that a part of our time, at least,
should be appropriated to the study of things as they are Therefore
we should traverse the fields, and the grove. We should ascend the
hill and scale the mountain hight. We should read nature's book as
it is, and not as it said to be by others. ·We should select our plants,
dig up the roots, peel off the bark, strip off the leaves and count them,
cull the flowers, and number the petals, the stamens and pistils-class-
ify and arrange them, and thus understand things as they are. One
man so educated is worth a thousand book-worms, who have been
taught to answer the printed questions at the bottom of the pages
and have never looked beyond these. The pupil should be taught to
ask and receive, to seek and find,.,to knock and behold the very portal.
of day opened. J. L.
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THE SPIRIT OF llAN,-NUMBER I.

BY 8. E. PEARItE.

THAT the self-elccted 'thinkers to thc prcsent age' * have just discov-
ered-what Christians knew eightcen hundred years ago-that man
hns a spirit, is a very significant fact, and shows how justly they claim
all the' progression' as 'leaders of the age', and charge the Bible with
'fogyism', when, in fact, they are so slowaud sostubborn thatthe Bible
can only drag them along eighteen centuries behind it. It happens to
them, also, in common witl! all discoverers, that the new discovery
brcaks upon their mental vision obscurely. It~ outlines are not well
defined. Whether it is identical with their physiology and phrenology,
or whether it is distinct from both of these, is a question not yet settled
among them. Some of them, as :Mr. FOWLER, are fully conviced, in-
deed have demonstrated, that both sides are true, (See his' Religion of
Nat. and Rev. ') The prejudice and pertinacity with which I cling to
old dogmas forces mc to believe that two opposites can not both be true.
I can not believe, on the one hand, that man has a spirit that is not
always chained down to his body, but which, bursting the' shackles of
clay, leaps over immeasurable space and knows neither time nor dis-
tance', 'operates disembodied', 'infusing itself all through his nature',
and yet, on the other hand, it is dependent upon and confined to one
organ 'miserably small'. I do not wonder that he says "I am talking
Greek to many." (Pagc 101, R N. It)

Should these philosophers continue their 'progress', they may yet
learn why all systems but that of the Bible have failed, as history
abundantly testifies they all have failed, to make men better, however
good may have been the precepts taught by some of them. The whole
secret lies in this, that while thp!! have never recognized but two na-
tures inman-the physiological and phrenological-and hence acted
on the motto 'to educate is to reform', the Bible dug below all this and
found a spiritual nature, albeit almost smothered and poisoned by sin,
and by the pure air and sunshine of heavenly truth resuscitated it
again. It did not regard man's phrenology as the ultima in the scale
of being-they did. Hence the failure of philosophy-hence the
success of the Word of God. Hence, too, the failure of modern the-
ologians to give the gospel its pristine power in reforming men. They
preach theology instead of Jesus Christ, and clamor for orthodoxy in-
stead of obedience.

Let me not be misunderstood as saying that these natures are either
separate or independent. "What God hath joined together let no man
put asunder" is as sound a maxim in philosophy as in society. Yet
there is a wide difference between separating and distinguishing. I only
protest against confounding them. Precisely by this confusion has ~lr.

* This phrase embraces, also, all those of the past wI-.)have assumed that
relation to their respective Ages.
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FOWLER fallen into his self-contradiction, and been led to make man's
phrenology the basis of his religion and his religious nature. As the
mind of man is neither separate from nor independent of his body, yet
is distinct from it, so the spirit of man is equally distinct from, though
no less conjoined with, the mind.

Man when unconscious of reasoning often reasons most correctly.
In his moments of relaxation, both his pride of opinion and his prejudi-
ces are off their guard, and he looks at things as they are, without any
pet theory to maintain. In this way have these philosophers made the
fatal admission of distinctions which they deny when it suits their pur-
pose. In this way is accumulated that' universal testimony of univer-
sal observation', which carries with it such weight of conviction. And
hence it is that none. but theorists have ever dreamed of making the
mind and spirit of man identical.

This brings us to the question whether in different men there are
different developments of this spiritual nature. From analogy we would
infer the affirmative. If we find men with well-formed bodies and
meagre minds, and with large and well-developed minds in feeble bo-
dies, we will rationally expect to find the same hold good in relation to
the mind and spirit of men. Indeed, this' universal testimony' records
the observation every day that there are both small and great spirits
diversifying every race, grade and clime; but that the fortune-telling,
trance-affecting spirit is to be set down in the list of grea,t spi1'its is most
emphatically denied, not only by a universal accord, but by the instinct
of every really noble, earth-benefiting life that has ever waked up our
slumbering world. The same may be said of that dandy-spiritualism
which lives on the dreamy sentimentalism exhaling from dewy lawns
and lily-cups-a moral miasm.

Were I called upon to define, then, a great spirit, I could not do bet-
ter than to adopt the Roman/ortis as the word, and point to Abraham,
Joshua, David, Luther, Cresar, 'Washington and LaFayette, as examples
of the mightiest spirits that ever trod across the earth -active, WQ1·k-

ing men, who moved with a momentum. But a great spirit is not al-
ways a good or pure one. Satan is indeed a mighty spirit, and as
malign as he is mighty. Neither is a great spirit therefore praiseworthy.
It is for the pU1'ity of the spirit that both God and man hold men re-
sponsible. And this holding men responsible, and praising or blaming
them for their moral character, by mankind, is an acknowledgment on
their part that' the law is holy, just and good', and that man is respons-
ible t,oa power outside of himself, and above his own' highest phreno-
logical development'.

But this implies that man has power to transform his spirit-a
question that can perhaps be as well considered by induction as by an-
alysis. Let us, then, take our stand by the threshold of earth, and
look into the busy hive, with all its aspirations, ambitions and enter-
prises, and note what we see. Some one has beautifully said that over
the arched doorway of every enterprise is written "What shall it profit
a man, though he gain tbe whole world and lose his own soul?"

See that warrior, as he stands with his foot upon the neck of his foe,
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his eyes glaring with fury and rage, and tell me if that spirit is what it
once was, when, a boy, his heart throbbed responsive to every sorrow.
'{'hen it was fresh and sensitive; now it is as hard as his mailed coat.
of-war- then it was pure and bright; now it is covered all over with
blood, and rust eats it as doth a canker; then it was happy and full of
life; now the sting and venom of the worm that never dies has entered
its veins, and it is in the agonies of a terrible death. He has conquered
the world, and what shall it profit him?

See that man who seeks honor and conspieuity among his fellows.
He has steeled his heart against the sorrows of the friendless, he fawns
and flatters, he disguises and prevaricates, he no longer walks erect in
his prime manliness and dignity, but crawls on in dust and slime to the
goal of his aspirations. Look at him as he lies coiled upon the ruin he
has made, and looks down with his snaky eyes from his browless face
upon those whom he has deceived. That spirit is not what it once was,
and what shall hi~ cold marble bed profit him in his dying hour?

Another-he sits in high councils-he is the very embodiment
of wisdom, the personification of prudence, the incarnation of justice.
Yet we can not love him, for he can not us- he is as cold and soulless
as the marble statue of justice, and what shall the proud solitude profit
him?

Yet one mare-the covetous man-see where he sits long over 11is
leger. As his spirit whispers to him of its longings for something
bet,ter, something higher and purer, he looks up for a moment, and then
looks down again to count his interest. His soul grows lean and shriv-
eled, it droops and withers, for he has no time to feed it with food COn-
venient for it, no time to air it in the pure atmosphere and sunshine of
heaven.

Tell me, now, if man has any transforming power over his soul. So
marked is this power, and so great the effect, that we unconsciously
read in the countenance of every man we meet the history of his life.
Were it possibl'3 for man to find some corner in the universe where
even God would not see him, and there in his secretness think an evil
thought of wickedness or impurity, it would be so indelibly stamped
upon his spirit that nothing but the blood of Jesus could remove it.
But it may as easily, by the power of the Gospel, have an upward
growth and development, and grow and be strong in the Lord. And
who shall fix a limit that it may not push upward and transcend in its
Godward growth? Shall I not, then, appreciate the gift that God has
placed in my hand, or shall I take it to him lean and starved, and say,
"Here is that thou gavest me, I knew thou wert a hard master, reaping
were thou hadst not sown, and gathering where thou hadst not strawn?"
God forbid.

WE may be in the way of duty, and yet meet with trouble and dis-
tress. As prosperity will not prove us in the right, so cross events will
not prove us in the wrong.
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From tho Home Journal.
THE ANOINTED DOYE.

The attractive power of sweet ointments, to whieh Solomon alludes, is nota-
bly declared in that whieh Basil relat.es of the manner of eatehing doves, whieh
was by breeding one up tame, and then, anointing her wings, they let her fly
away, and the sweet odor of the oint.ment drew abundanee of pigeons after
her. whieh she brought to the cot of her owner.

'Mid rocks and caverns, all alone,
A white-winged dove was heard to moan;
All day, all night, forlorn she sate,
Without a friend, without a mate.

One morn a holy man passed by,
With snowy beard and prayerful eye;
A censer on his arm he swings,
With which he fumes the sad bird's wings.

Charmed by the force of odors bland,
The lone one perches on his hand,
Anel then, with liquids heavenly sweet,
He bathes her eyes, her plumes, her feet.

All dripping thus with holy dew,
As up morn's roseate's clouds she flew,
Of God's own garden the perfume
Streamed on her track from every plume.

For leagues on leagues those sweets she fanned,
O'er winding stream and desert sand;
And crowded cam vans, 't is !jl1id,
With all the camels, knelt and praycd.

"Is Edcn floating down, indeed?"
The Arab cried, and reigned his steed;
" Or hover o'er yon groves of palm
Sweet angels, veiled in clouds of balm ?"

Meanwhile, amid those eaverns rude,
All day the holy hermit stood,
Oft gazing eastward in the air,
As if winged visiters were there.

Clam bering, at eve, a lofty roek,
He saw a rainbow-tinted flock
Of doves fly toward the sinking snn,
All circling round the anointed one.

" Oh! Innocence!" the old man cried,
" Thou com est back a spotless bride;
Where'er thy heaven-sweet wings are found,
The sister-virtues flock around.

IN the morning think what thou hast to do, and at night ask thyself
what thou hast done.
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THE CRISIS.

TIlE history of the Church presents a checkered scene. In its early
period blood and carnage marked its course, being opposcd by basc and
dcsigning men, resorting to evcry description of torture and cruelty to
scduce the virtuous Christian from the path of rectitude and the faith.
of the GospEl But in more modern timcs the church has been op-
posed by different means, and its progrees has been impeded by base in-
fidelity and apostacy of its pretended friends. Shall we lift the veil and
exhibit to the world the folly-to say nothing of the spiritual wicked-
ness inlligh places - of many pretended friends of Ged and his Church?
This is a painful undertaking, but the time has fully come when the best
interests of the church demand it. I fecI incolllpetent to the task, but
hope that the few' hints here presented to the reader may «all forth the
effort of some one more highly gifted, who, in the hands of God, may
be instrumental in correcting this crying sin of which some of our
preachers, as well as private members, are shamefully guilty.

In the days of the Apostles. the Laodiceau church was prosperous
and happy, exerting a healthy influence in favor of christianity; but
finally its members became worldly-minded and rich in the things of
of this world; so much so that they said they had increased in goods
aud had need of nothing, not knowing at the same time that they were
wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked. (Rev. iii: 1-1-22.) Are we
not, my brethrcn, begining to live after the same manner? Are we not
likely to experience the sad consequences of such a life? Shall we hear
the awful enunciation from God as they did, "I know thy works, that
thou art neither cold nor hot; so then, because thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth; because thou
sayest I am rich and increased with goods and have need of nothing" ?

Are there not, at this time, many Laodicean churches in the world,
even in our highly-favored America. If so, should not the voice of
every trttc-hearted Christian be raised simultaneously to the God of the
Universe in behalf of the bleeding cause of our bcloved Savior? It is
now, and for some years past has been, a time of general prosperity,
when men have accumulated large fortunes, and even the hearts of mem-
bers of the church have become surfeited with the cares of the world
and the deceitfulness of riches. This mania for accumulating wealth
has spread through the length and breadth of our cou.ntry, fastening its
fangs upon the heart of the heretofore devoted and pious minister, the
meek and humble brother, and not neglecting the sainted sister, until,
lamentable to say, in the display of broad-cloths, silks, laces and glitter-
ing jewelry they greatly excel, and loudly proclaim to the world that
they have increased in riches and abound in wealth and therefore have
need of nothing. In addition to this, ministers and church-members
have, to an alarming degree, been carried away with the late political
excitement that has swept over our country like a tornado. Ministers
have, in. some instances, desecrated the house of God and the Christ-
ian's Sabbath by preaching political sermons, calling upon their hearers to
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use the weapons of death, if required, in ol'dcr to accomplish certain
political ends. What an insult to the Lamb of God and all holy men
to witness such shamcful neglect to fill their mission of preaching Jesus
Christ and him crucified. I tremble at thc rcsult, when fire-brands are
thrown into their auditories, producing ill-will and opposition in the
hcarts of the members of thc Church of Christ, who are already to ah
alarmin~ extent drunk with'the spirit of thc world. What an awful
rcsponsibility rests upon such ministers.

Should it, therefore, bc a matter of surprise to us, dear brethren,
when we hear of so few rcvivals of rcligion, and that so many are com-
plaining of coldness and a want of devotion to the cause of God, -that
intemperance and all grades of wickedness are grcatly on the increase,
when our ministers, as well as the members of the church, have been
carried away by the delusions of the world? Nor should we be incred-
ulous when we are told that one-fourth of the Presbytcrian houses of
worship are shut up for want of pastors - that the Baptists are very
destitute, in many places, of ministers, and also that the Disciples or
Christians are greatly in need of evangelists to supply a largc extcnt
of country with preaching. Is there no remedy? Are therc not yet
lllen that can be found, who will bc willin~ to take the field, make the
sacrifice of worldly ease and comfort, and devote their lives, and all they
have and arc, to build up the cause of God? Thank God, therc are
some that have never yet surrendered to tile enemy, and there are
doubtless others who may be called into the service, who would be will-
ing to sacrifice evcry worldly consideration for thc good of the cause.
Look them up and send them into the field to labor, for the harvest
is great and the laborers are few. Brethren, are you willing to come
back to your first love, and begin a new life, and rUll with patience
the race that is set before you, in "laying aside every wcight and
the sin that doth so easily beset you" ?' I hope that everyone who shall
read this appeal will give a decisive affirmative answer. Then we may
expect to see the cause of God prospered, sinners converted, and the
name of Jesus glorified on the earth. s. P. G.

lrASIlI:-iGTON, March,185i.

S}~1}'- EXAMIN Ano N.- N U:llDER III,

WE were, in the preceding papers of this caption, considering the
items necessary to a fulfillment of the duty enjoined in the precept, " ex-
amine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith." After looking into the
meaning of the Apostle in the phrase 'the faith', distinguishing the
ground or objeet of faith from the internal state or exercise so namcd,
we endeavored to picture before our minds, in idea, that standing in the
faith which Paul elsewhere enjoins. But it was admitted that, having
ascertained, ever so clearly, these things, the process could by no means
constitute obedience of the precept in question, being not self-exam-
incttion itself; but an cxctmincttion of self-examination,
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It was attempted, therefore, to push the matter a step farther, by look-
ing up the marks and signs which might prove that we, individually,
answer in any good measure to the idea of a person standing 'in the
faith', as we had educed from the prcmise,~before us. We found, as
the reader will remember, in our second article, that therc were numer-
ous acts of piety and good works givcn as present tests, by meltns of
which we might be known and read by all mell, with an approximate
degree of certainty. But since the duty involved was an examination
of self, not our neighbor, something more seemed to be implied than a
looking-after those things in our lives and conduct which might be ap-
parent to that neighbor, and give him an opinion as to our being christ
ians or otherwise. For such things must be, of necessity, extreme.
But obedience to God not consisting in extel'llal acts, but in the intern-
al, 'the willing mind', the highest certainty of our being' in the faith',
or possessedof a truly obedient heal'l, must rest upon a rigid looking with-
in -a scanning of the motives and feelings with which the external
acts of piety and good works are pcrformed. For while in the absence
of such external evidences the casc must go 'by dcfault', it is neverthe-
less certain that a man may be very strict in the observance of all these,
and yet perform them from impure and selfishmotives. True, it is rare
that an individual will persist, at any great length, in maintaining the
garb of religion, with a deliberate intention to deceive his fellow men.
But some there certainly are, as their acts at lcngth show, who with
utter hypocrisy attend divine worship, regularly participate in all its ho-
ly ordinances, and even keep up the forms of family religion. Yet of
these we need not speak. 'I.'he evil we would especially point out and
guard against is that of self-deception as to motives. It was doubtless
with an eye peculiarly to this that self-examination was enjoined Let
us, then, honestly search our hearts as with a lighted candle. Espe-
cially if we are in some dubious position of half-performance of those
external duties treated in our preceding ej3say,let us make the search,
praying God by his Holy Spirit to aid us, to try us thoroughly, and
show us whether there be any' wicked way 'in us'. Qucstions like these
may be needful:

In my daily and nightly readings of the Scripturc, do I feel a relish
for spiritual food, 'sincere milk', or the' strong meat'? Or do I read
the Bible as a mere form, with my mind wandering to other topics? Do
I read seeking to find my particular views there, or do I try to repress
such desire and to learn the truth as it is in Jesus? Do I read doubtingly or
trustfully? After reading, do I dismiss the matter' from my thoughts, suf-
fering them to.run upon almost any other subject in preferencc, or do I
make an effort to call up and ponder the things God has eondescendcd
to say to me? If I find that my feelings are better pleased with the
entertaining of some worldly reflection, do I lamcnt thc prcsencc and
predominance of such feelings, and strive prayerfully to correct them?

In my daily prayers, do I strive to kecp from sinking into a mere
heartless form of words? Do I not often find my thoughts roving even
when addressing with my lips my Omniscient Maker? And when I
am thus involuntarily overtaken, do I immediately feel a self-reproach, and

15



114 'L'lte Oli1'i~tian Sentin"l.

beg God's pardon for the insult? And, having found my liability to
such a sin" do I watch and guard against it, determining, whcn I go to
pray, that I will try to keep my wayward thoughts under command?
But, supposing that I do pray earnestly, frequently and with importuni-
ty, for what am L praying? Do I remember to try and ascertain, first
of all,' whether the things I desire and am about to ask are in accordance
with what I know ,of the mind and will of God, or do I ask merely
from desire, without reflecting whether that desire may not be improper?
Do I pray with desire subordinated to the general good, or merely for
good to self? Do I pray to be delivered from perdition merely because
I fear it, or because it is wrong that I should go there? In a word, do
I pray to God regarding him as an encl, or ouly as a means? Do I
love to pray, seeking the face of God with more satisfaction than of
those companions whose conversation I enjoy? If not, am I trying
to learn the enjoyment of the mercy-seat? Do I feel, after prayer, a
serene and elevated happiness, or only the mere self-complacent satis-
faction following (t piece of work done? Am I in the habit of looking
confidently for the things I have prayed for to COllleto pass? If not, do
I (pray in faith, nothing wavering' ?

Do I attend the honse of God because I enjoy the exercises of it, and
because God dclights therein? Is it my question wit.h myself how of-
ten I may be there, or do I rather inquire how often I may stay away
and yet retain' good st.anding '? When there, do I strive to make the
public prayer my own? Do I try to sing with the spirit and the under-
standing? If I find myself utterin~ solemn words of praise unmeanin~ly,
do I feel grieved with myself? In breaking the symbolic loaf, do I labor
to bring the facts it speaks always to my remembrance, or do I, from
its frequency, or other causes, some times make it a mere outward cere-
mony?

Concerning ( good works', am I ( careful' to maintain them, or do I
wait for circumstances to throw them full across my path? Do I give
in charity as much and as promptly when only God sees as when the
eyes of men' are upon me? Do I deny myself of any external comfort
in order thereto? If so, is it genuine self-denial, or only a barter of
one selfish gratification for another? Do I give according to (opportu-
nity, as the Lord requires, or according to the preponderance of feeling,
in disregard of the different degrees of opportunity?

Do I rejoice when souls through redeeming grace are joined to Christ,
or docs my joy depend on their joining 1tS ,'l Am I greatly stim~d up
when conversions are near at hand, yet little moved if they take place
at a distance? Am I careful lest my conduct may not be a testimony
for Christ against sin? Do I feel grieved on account of my own lack of
holiness when I find my l)resence no reproof or restraint to sinners?

Finally, do I feel a freedom in the presence of the earnestly pious, or
do I breathe more freely when they are gone? Above air, do I eve1'
slwinlc ji'om a Imown dttty ,f! I. N. C.

You must soon die. Are you prcpul'ed for tho solemn change?
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lfrom the ChristifUl Timcfl.

FORI\IG~ 1£ISSIONS.

SEVERAL years since, as a Baptist minister was pursuing his way down
the Ohio Hiver, toward a new field of labor in the State of Illinois, he
occupied himself in religious conversation with various individuals
among the passcngers. Onc day, passing out upon deck, he ob~crved a
gentlemanly person sitting tl1erc with an expression of countenance pe.
culiarly thoughtful. His attention was arrested by the appearance and
bearing of this stranger, and he felt himself strongly impelled to speak
to him about his soul. He did so, and the gentleman replied by ask.
ing, "Are you a minister?" Being answered in the affirmative, he
said, "Then I will tell you my case." He went on to say that he had,
for years, beeu an Atheist. Under some unusual influence, however,
he had been led to renounce his Atheism, and now, having attained to
fait,h in the being of God, he was anxious to det~rmine the question
whether the Scriptures contain a revelation of his character and his
will. With this great question his mind was now dealing, .and he was
suffering under no small mental disquietude. A conversation followed
in which the evidences for the divine origin of the Bible were laid be-
fore him, briefly but impressively, and his mind seemed, in some meas.
ure, to grasp the truth that in that book we have a word of God. In
proportion, however, as this conviction grew, there came with it a sense
of those momcntous things which form the subject of the Revelation.
Admitting the claim of the Holy Scriptures, he saw that the doctrines
of human guilt and human condemnation, God's righteous wrath, and
the sole expedient afforded in the atonement, became verities beyond all
farther doubt, and he felt their weight of awful meaning as they thus
presented themselves to his contemplation. At length his thoughts took
another direction. Approaching his friend, the minister, he asked,
"Do you think that the heathen can be saved without Christianity? "
Said the minister, "I know of but one name given under heaven among
men whereby we must be saved." The stranger was silent for a few
moments and .then replied, "I am worth ten thousand dollars j but if I
reall;1jbelieved that, I would beggar myse(f to ,give the Gospel to the
heathen." Thus he felt, while the great and awful realities with which
religion deals were before his mind in the freshness of a first conviction.
There was a yet more intense earnestness in the language of that min-
ister of Jesus Christ, centuries ago, who, looking upon the stiff.necked
and hardened unbelief of his Hebrew brethren, exclai,med, "I could
wish myself accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen accord.
ing to the flesh."

A question which might be suggested by these instances is, whether
the feeling they indicate is the just and rational one, or whether the
calm, almost indifferent tone of the Christian sentiment generally is
more so. Such bursts of emotion as these are not very common, espe.
cially in these times. The doctrines of our religion are discussed, and
its vast realities contemplated, for the most part, almost with the cool.
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ness of a philosophical speculation; and when, perhaps, we havc occasion
to observe a melting, tearful, pleading earnestness of anxiety over lost
souls, we almost wonder at it. May God forgive us for the cold and
dead hearts we bear about with us daily, and too often take even to the
sanctuary of worship and the altar of prayer.

It was our intention, however, to direct special attention to the signif-
icant expression that forms the point of the little narrative with which
we began. How often, in the midst of all our privileges, walking among
the monuments of civilization, with the open doors of Christian temples
ever befo~eus, and a precious Gospel making the air we breathe balmy
with God's mercies-how often do we think of the poor degraded
heathen? From prosperous business walks, where we have the protec-
tion of the law's imIDunities, and the advantages that flow from our
favored state, we go to our homes where the culture and progress of our
condition are shown in the least and Eimplest of our enjoyments, or into
social circles that afford other instances of the blessings that crown our
lot, or, perhaps, to t~e house of praycr, where the true and living God
reveal~ himself, and through all this round of privileges pass month by
month, and year by year, while millions of our own race, men like our-
selves, live and die like the brutes that perish, and we scarcely ever
give them a thonght. Missionary societies are formed, and while
Christendom blazes with light, and has at its command boundless means
for eonveying light to them that sit in darkness, those societies are en-
abled to send a few torches forth into the gloomj enough to make dark-
ness visible- scarcely more. Money is lavished on dress, on equip-
ments, in pleasure and in spcculation; the ingenuity of man is taxed to
devise ways for spending the wealth God in his mysterio~s providence
is pleased to allow, and meanwhile, with great difficulty-so great as to
make the question by what means money for these purposes may be
procured one of the most perplexing problelljs men now-a-days grapple
with-enough is obtained to keep in operation a limited system ofmis-
sionary labor. Who can look these facts in the face and not feel that
.there is something very much amiss?

To us it seems evident that there is a lack of the primary element of
the missionary spirit. 'The powers of the world to come' are not such
realities to us as they were in an earlier day, or as they now some times
are, at least for a season, when they loom upon the soul as seen through

- the parting veils of yielding unbelief. The fearful condition of the
heathen is, with us, more a theory than a fact; we speculate about it
more than we believe in it, while its hideous details grow so familiar that
they hardly interest us. What a condition is this for the church of the
latter day! What a state of mind for those before whom stand open
such wide and effectual doors, and upon whom providence has laid as
a duty the moral culture of the world's vast wilderness! Have we not
reason to be startled and alarmed at our own supineness and indiffer-
ence? '
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THE SLAVE SINGING AT MIDNIGHT.

LOUDhe sang the psalm of David;
He, a Negro, and enslaved,
Sang of Israel's vie tory -
S:1ng of Zion, bright :1nd free.

In that hour when night is c:1lmest
Sang he from the Hebrew psalmist,
In a voice so sweet and clear
1'hat I could not ehoose but hear-

Sang of triumph and ascriptions,
Such as reached the sweet Egyptians,
When upon the Red Se:1 coast
Perished Phara04 and his host.

And the voice of his devotion
Filled my soul with strange emotion;
For its tones by turns were glad,
Sweetly solemn, wildly sad.

Paul and Silas, in their prison,
Sang of Christ, the Lord, :1risen,
And an earthquake's arm of might
Broke their dungeon-gates at night.

But, alas! what holy angel
Brin~s the slave this glad evangel?
And what earthquake's arm of might
Breaks his dungeon-gates at night?

LONOFELLOW.

OUR MISSION AR Y MEETING.

BRETHREN,the issue is upon us! In the providence of God, the mo-
ment has come to test our faith in his gospel. That gospel has won-
d'rously blessed us, and now God, to prove our gratitude therefor, has
placed in our hands the means of extending the blessing to myriads of
guilt-bound, sin-crushed hearts, at home and abroad. Are we ready
to do it?

As already announced, our GENERALHOMEAND FOREIGNMIS.
SIONARYSOCIETYhas, through conference with prominen~ brethren in
this and other States, appointed a special mass meeting for the North-
west, to be held at MACOMB,Illinois, commencing on Wednesday, the
27th of May,proximo, at 10 o'clock A.M.

Be it known, that attendance on this occasion is called for, primarily,
to test the willingness of our churches in the great States of the North.
west to act at all in the cause of Home and Foreign Missions. How
we may best employ our funds in concerted effort may be discussed 88
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an after matter-may be consiJered to our fullest satisfaction when
met; but, first of all, have we funds to give at all.'! If so, we should
'provoke one anelther to love and good works', by rallying in a grand
mass convention, and placing the whole subject before our heart of
hearts.

All experience proves that little or nothing is ever done in the cause fo
missions without sneh assemblages. The brcthren at Macomb will gladly
welcome a host on this important occasion. The point is one most central
and convenient of access. Favorable arrangemcnts, it is 'hoped, may be
made with various railroads connecting, for a rednction of fare to those
attending the meeting as delegates. Let remote churches send these,
and pay their expensesj and let elders, brethren and preachers, from
all parts adjacertt, pour in, with 01' without special delegation, and help
to counsel in action and swell the noblc tide of missionary feeling. It
will open the windows of heaven to us! God's great blessings await
our movement in this vital matter. Bring tithes into the Lord's store-
house, brethren. Send not your delegates empty, except God has with-
held ability. But whether you have much or little now on hand to
give, come to the meeting! Sho~ us yonI' faces, dear brethren, beam-
ing with love and gratitude to Christ, and, in the name of the Mighty
One of Israel, we will make a noble and holy struggle to cast away our
reproach, and bccome what we are so peculiarly obligatcd because ca-
p!<citatedto be, yet, alas! never yet have been - a missionary people.
'Ve call special attention to an extract we make in this number from the
Christian Times, on this vital question. Read it, earnestly and pray-
erfnlly, and then say whether every consideration urged in it may not
apply with equal or even greater force to us.

Remember, then, the ~lacornb ~£ass Meeti11g. Pray for it. Get
ready for it. Make a goodly sacrifice to attend it, or be represented in
it, by word, vote and contribution. Able addresses will stir our souls,
and we shall return to our better-learned and more fully.appreciated
duties, warmed in spirit, and giving glory to God. 1. N. C.

A WORD TO THE SISTERS-NO. II.

DEAR SIS'fERS: Again I would say a word to you about christian
faithfulness. I have often felt the lack of it in myself as well as others,
and feared" lest, a promise being left us of entering into His rest, we
should, many of us, seem to come short of it." Weare apt to flat-
ter ourselves that the Lord is so kind and good, and his grace so free
and abundant, that He wiIInot be very strict in His requirements of us,
but t,hat He wiIIfreely look over and forgive our many little short-comings,
as we deem them - for we do n't intend to commit any gl'eat sins-as
we think our Judge wiIInot notice them, whether they arise from ina-
bility, indisposition, or want of moral courage to make the effort. It
takes nearly as much moral courage in tRese days to stem the. tide of
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worldliness and own Christ in every action, as it did in the days of the
martyrs. vVe are not to think they had all the severe trials and that we
can sail to Heaven on ' flowery beds of ease'. How often do we make
ourselves believe we CCtn't do, because we don't uant to! How easy
to find excuses for the neglect of those duties that cross our feelings
more than others, when, if we would examine those excuses, generally
we should find at the bottom that we were glad to have an excusc; had
we not bcen, the obstaclc might have becn overcome. Now as to how
much remissness in duty the Lord will suffer and still accept, or what
he will strictly require at our hands, it bchooves us to inquire and find
out, if possible. His word has many fearful warnings as well as encour-
agements in it. I was much struck, lately, in reading the first seven
verses of the second chapter of Revelation. Go and read it, my sister,
and examine your heart and life, and see if you are even as perfect as
that church, in the description of which, though our minds can hardly
see place to find fault, yet the Lord sees, and says he 'has somewhat
against them'. It seelUSthey had performed all their outward duties with
patience and perseverance, but they had' left their first love', and the
I.•ord commands thelU to remember from whence they are fallen, and
1'epent and do their first work, or he will come quickly and remove their
candlestick out of its place. They seemed to be showing all- zeal nec-
essary or required for an outward service. But they hall fallen from
that first, warm, gushing love that the infinite love of the Savior calls
for. Now is this not a v/arning to us? How many of us can say that
we feel the same love - only to a greater degree, as we ought to know
more-that we felt when Wll first cast ourselves at the feet of Jesus and
laid our broken hearts upon thc altar? Do we now perform our duties
because we love to do any thing to please Christ, or have they become
rather. irksome, so that we are glad to find an excuse, even though it be
a poor one, to ncglect them? If such be the case, what have we to
expect from thc example of this church, showing that only those who
'endure to the end can be saved '? The Lord looks upon the ]lCart,
and knows every secret thought, so t]Jat we can not deceive or cheat Him
as we can those around us, and ourselves even, with an outward perform-
\lnce of duty 'when the heart is far from Him'. It is a wonderful
thing to be a christian-to be a true child of God; yet, regarded from
another point, it is very simple, for the yoke is easy and the burden
light, when we fairly put it on and keep hold, as it were, of the arm of
Christ; but when we try to tug it alone, and' follow afar off', it be-
comes exceedingly heavy, and we soon throw it down. We can neither
neglect the outward service nor perform it without the heart and be
justified. Oh, my dear sisters, let us arousc immediately, if we have
fallen from it, and get back to our 'fi1'st love', if we ever had it as we
ought to have had. Be that as it m[iy, let us now strivc to have our
hearts filled with the love of Christ, that it may shine through us and
warm and melt the stubborn, rebellious hearts around, thereby 'save a
soul from death, and cover a multitude of sins', and at last gain a glo-
rious star in our immortal crown. 'Ve would not be willing to have a
'starless crown' - Dot ·a soul .in the last day to rise up and ble8s us.
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I was just reading a touching incident of a younO"sister about to die• ~ 0 ,
mourmng and lamenting that her crown must be a starlcss one, as she
had not" to her knowledge, bcen the means of convertinO' one soul.
Many only think of saving their own souls, anti even th~n, not how
much they can do to secure that, but how little they can do and barely
get to Heaven.

Will not the Judge of An, when he is 'makinO"up his J'ewels' have
, I ., ? ",somew lut ngalDst such.. Your sister, .T. S. C.

QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

QUERIES.

1. Is the Bible, or the Disciples' undcl'standing of the Bible, tlleir
guide in faith and practiee?

2. Is it ',unscriptural' to put Eld. or Elder as a prefix to a minister's
name?

3. Is it proper or right to call other Qhristian denominations' the
sect' or 'sectarians'? A DISCIPLE.

ANSWEltS.

1. Evidently the latter; yet, while our understanding guides our faith
and practice, there is the more need that the understanding itself, being
fallible, be guided in turn by the Holy Spirit, who uses the words of
the Bible as a means thereto.

2. 'Uilscriptural' certainly; though not therefore anti-scriptural, of
course. The propriety or impropriety of this, as of other titles, must
be determined by circumstances and the current meaning of words.

3. It is neither' proper' nor' right'. All' Christian' communities
should be spoken of with christian kindness and fraternity. Not to do
80 only argues that we, not they, are sectarian in spirit, whatever our
name or theory. I. N. C.

BROTHER APPERSON'S QUERIES.

THOSE queries by our beloved brother, some twcnty:four in number,
which appeared in our March issue, we had written a few words upon,
simply by way of showing the utter impracticability, in our very limited
space, of giving, had we ever so much knowledge and ability, any thing
beyond a mere 1pse dixit, so as to be of any avail in changing, modify-
ing or confirming views already held on those vexed questions by our
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readers. The little we had written to accompany the queries was aun-
voidably crowded out', and we have not now, nor can we see any proba-
bility of our having soon, space sufficient, in view of other matters we
deem far more intimately connected with' life and godliness', to canvass
this difficult subject of Organization, on which our first scribes have
haIted and diifered. We believe our Father's children are many of them
fearfully sick, that the saving of life is now the great, pressing work,
and that the conven~ences of life are, in all propriety, an aft<"r-thought.
Nevertheless, we rejoice that, by means of Bro. ApPERSON'Sadmirably
framed quelies, the Sentinel has laid before its readers the exact issues
to be met in the full discussion of the subject. '1'hediscussing of these,
the editors are unanimously ageed, were best confined to special meet-
ings for the purpose, leaving press and pulpit free to work in the more
pressing and vital concerns of the church. In this opinion many of our
wisest and most pious brethren agree. If any can show us good cause
of departure from the policy above mentioned, we hold ourselves open
to counsel and conviction. Till then, we beg to have it remembered
that' an editor deserves far more credit for what he keeps out of his pa-
per than for what he puts in.' 1. N. C.

NEWS FROJ\i THE CHURCHES.

BRO. ISAACERRETT,of Lyons, Michigan, under date of February 18,
writes-

DEAlt BRO. BURGESS: Your letter found me in the midst of labors here at
hom~, which hl1ve continued up to this time with only now and then 11day's
intermission, Our plea was new here, the people were anxious to hear but
slow to believe; but, after much [trduous labor, we were cheered with good re-
sults. Up to this time we have had [thout thirty-five additions, quite a ma-
jority of these heads of families, and many of them the most influential men
in this community. Many more are aw[tkened to investigate.

The above is cheering news, and makes us rejoice that the power of
the gospel is still gaining glorious triumphs. Bro. ERRETTalso promises
articles for the Sentinel- we shall gladly receive them. May the Lord
bless you, dear brother, in your great labors of love. We have also at-
tended a meeting in Metamora, Woodford County, Illinois, which re-

.suIted in forty-one accessions to the good cause. '['he meeting was
commenced by our very estimable Bro. G. W MINIER. Bro. A. N.

16
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PAGE was also with us a part of the time. We had a time of great joy
and rejoicing from the presence of the Lord. The brethren are awake
to the interests of the cause, and not only desire its progress, but are
patterns of liberality in a pecuniary point of view. May the Lord bless
them and continue to smile upon them until the gospel shall have com-
pletely triumphed in their midst. o. A B.

\

[Since the above was written a note from Bro. BURm~ss reports an-
other addition) and his engagement there as pastor of the church.

1. N. c.]

LEl'l'Elt FROlll ELD. A. S. HAYDEN,Principal of W'estern Reserve
,Eclectic Institute, Ohio:

HIM"', Ofdo, March 19, 1857.

My DEAR Buo. CARMAN: I receiveu and read with high relish of satisfaction
your Sentinel, sent and received as a memorial of affectionnte remembrance.
It is really a beautiful paper, a credit to typo-science, a credit to its enterpris-
ing editors and publishers, and to the community patronizing it. May its
wings· sweep bold strokes in the empyrean, and may it have muny States for
the circuit of its useful flight. I have time only for a word, a friendly word
of recognition of you in your new enterprise. One thing I must not omit: I
was much pleased with your well-written puge on Faith and Repentance. The
one is rather a sequence of the other, scarcely a consequence. Faith may not
be regarded as a cause of repentance. It were perhaps right to affirm that the
cause of faith is testimony; the cause of repentance the goodness of Gou.
"The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance." But I submit neither
strictures nor comments, I only express my own pleasure and approval.

Our Spring ilession of of the Eclectic Institute is just opening, with very
flattering encouru,gements. The blessing of the God of Jacob has rested upon
it.. Last session we sent forty to their homes rejoicing in the love of God in
their salvation, who came to us destitute of the hope that saves the soul. Let
us pray one for another, that we may live and labor humbly and faithfully in
the }leU-denying,' but soul-refreshing service of the meek and the lowly one.

In love without dissimulation,
A. S. HAYDEN.

The above, from the head of one of our most important literary in-
stitutions, is a truly refreshing word of encouragement. We rejoice in
the success of the Eclectic Institute, which has almost as many students
as all t4e rest of our institutions combined, if we mistake not; most of all,
however, at the fact that so many who attend it become Christians.
Long may it benefit the intellects and hearts of the youth of our coun-
try. For Eld. HAYDEN'Svaluable opinion of the Sent-ineZ we feel truly
grateful. Weare in receipt of many cheering words of commendation,
which neither space nor modesty would permit us to insert, yet some
occasional mention of which we 'deem a matter needing no apology.



The Cltl'istian Senl'inel. 123
For instance, a good brother in Iowa writes us of his non-reception of
the Sentinel, saying "Weare in gre!1twant of it, and feel lost without
~t."· If brethren out of the State feel thus, should any within it take
n-ointerest? Might we not rather expect greater? And we do receive
constant tokens, in word and deed, that the brotherhood of Illinois are
determincd to make their paper the means of effecting a great work in
the State. A zealous brother writing us from Jacksonville, after num-
erous assurances of the strongest approbation, records this promise,
which is worthy of special notice and imitation: " Be assured that I
will avail myself of every opportunity of sending you subscribers."

How many will' go and do likewise'? I. N.C.

BRO. SHURTLEFF,of Beardstown, informs us that Bro. "V. vV. HAP-
py held a meeting there recently, during which eight were added to the
congregation.

He requests us, morever, to announce that a pastor is greatly desired
there, and that a salary of six hundred dollars is rcady for him.

OURbeloved Bro. Hum! BURNS,of Ashland, Ohio, an Elder of the
cpngregation we recently labored with, writes us of a very interesting
meeting just closed there by Bro. W. S. GRAY,of Akron, which was
attended with three immersions and one restored. We rejoice with the
saints there in these results, for which we long prayed. 1. N. C.

PAnIS, m., March 11, 1857.
BRO. CARMAX: Since my last we have gained -seven more converts to the

Christian Congregation in Paris. Dqring the year past we have just doubled
our numbers here. We thank God, and determine still to persevere in the
good cause. Your brother, A. D. FILLMOItE.

PRINCETON,Bureau County, Ill., ~rch 31, 1857.
DEAR BROTHERCAR~IAN:I write you at this time that you may know some-

thing of our state as a congregation. We have a very' good hearing, our house
being generally pretty well filled. We have had some seven or eight additions
since I saw you at Springfield, five by letter, one who had formerly been a.
Ba.ptist, and two by confession and immersion. To the Lord be all the praise.

Yours in the bope of the Gospel, DANIEL II. HOW};,



EDITORIAL NOTES.

A WORD1'0 THEBROTHERHOODIN ILLINOIs.-Th'eprcaching brethren
in general convention assembled at Springfield, on the- last day of Jan-
uary, unanimously voted to sustain the Sentinel and use all lawful means
to increase its circulation among the brotherhood generally. Weare
constantly in receipt of the most flattering approvals of the Sentinel,
both as to its dress and matter, from our leading brethren in the State.
We thercf~re confidently hope that our brethren who are now its read-
ers will use every laudable exertion to increase our list of subscribers.

How often do our brethren earnestly urge us to come and preach for .
them! Now, dear brethren, give us a chance to visit you and your
neighbors once a month, and whisper into your ears, by your own
lighted tol'ch and in the midst of your own families, the love of a dying
Savior. Let us talk to you about a closer walk with God, a more ardent
and humble lcve for him who died to redeem us from sin, a more brill-
iant light shed forth by all the members of the spiritual body of Christ,
a more humble and prayerful life, a closer self-examination, daily, of our
lives. Oh,_that the church would rise up and purge herself from all
filthiness of flesh and spirit, and perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord.
Oh, that she would lay aside the filthy rags of her abomination, and be
~lothed with the righteousness of Christ. Then would the wicked man
forsake his ways, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and turn to the
Lord who will have mercy, and to our God who will abundantly par-
don.

I have long desired to see a paper among our brethren in Illinois that
would be a credit to the cause, not only in its moral and religious bear-
ings, but also in its literary and mechanical execution. One, too, that
was issued on a given day, and was so punctual that all its subscribers
counld confidently expect that it would most certainly make its appear-
ance.

I have hitherto declined presenting myself before our readers in any
other attitude than that of a mere contributor to the Sentinel, because
I could not say we had such a periodical. But now, dear brethren,
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having finally attained, as wc ccmceivc, to such a position, I fcar not to
say that I am, not nominally but really, idcntificd with the Sentinel,
am not ashamcd to be known as an editor, and fear not, in common with
my brother editors, to bc held responsible by the b1'othe1'hoodin our
own wiele westem wodel, for both its ma~ner and matter.

In entering the field editorial in behalf of the cause of our blessed
l=tedeemer, I have no past experience in this department, to which our
readers can be refcrred as a guaranty that they will be regularly and
satisfactorily supplied with solid and tasteful reading. Nor do I claim
any literary distinction by which they may be fascinated. But to our
holy religion, and our motto-

"Then what my thoughts design to do,
My hands with all your might pursue,"

our readers will please look for an assurance that all will be faithfully
and punctually performed. . J. L.

OUR COLLEGES.- W care notificd, from various sources, that the
articlc by 'No' in the last number of the Sentinel, together with the
article copied, by his request, from the L01dsville Jou1onal, have aroused'
a considcrable suspicion among many good brethren that the Editors of
the Sentinel indorse all thecxtravagances contained in said article
with reference to the advantag~s of the institution noticed therein) and
that they may havc somc special favoritism therefor.

Now this is to say, once for all) that the conductors of the Sentinel
know no favoritism in the case, neither in respect to said school nor
any other j but that all our institutions of learning, whether at the lati-
tude of Bethany, Canton, Jacksonville, Eureka, Abingd9n or elsewhere,
have, and shall have) impartially, our sympathies and favor, so far as they
are conducted on fair and honoraq,le principles. Moreover, the Senti-
nel has now and henceforward, in its editorial conduct and manage-
ment, no connection whatever with EU10elcaor any othe1'College. And,
while wc would gladly please, if practicable, all our readers, we feel reo
sponsible to God alone, and thc cause of truth, for what shall, as well
as for what shall not, appear in the pages of the Sentinel. Hence, we
shall cater to the whims of no association, educational, ecclesiastical or
otherwise, but, with our eyc firmly fixed on the pole-star of truth, hum-
bly yet fearlessly march forward at the call of duty.

The article) therefore) from the Louisville Journal must simply stand
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on its own merits and the indorsement of ' N.', as wc distinctly disclaim
any editorial indorsement. J. L.

THE MACOMBl\iEETING.~- Having obtained permission of the Gen-
eral Missionary Society of our common brotherhood to fix the time and
place for a special meeting of said socicty, for the great Northwest, we
accordingly consulted most of the leading brcthren in Illinois and so~e
in adjoining States. And it seems to be the unanimous voice of all that
Macomb is the place, and thc 27th of May the time, 10 o'clock A.}f. Let
there be a general rally of the brotherhood. Let the churches send
their ministers or others as delegatcs, and all the aid possible.

Special addresses may be expected from Eld. W. W. HAPPY,Pres. C.
L. l"oos, Eld. ISAACERRETT,Eld. A. CHATTERTONand others.

J. L.

WE are in receipt of certain letters which make it proper to say that
the Sentinel is not to be hcld accountable for any thing but the contents
of its pages, and that any impressions concerning the views of any of
its editors, expressed or rumored to have been expressed by them, indi-
vidually, at any time and place, are things for which the Sentinel is in
no sense responsible.

WHERE DOYOUJ~IVE?- Tbough it has been urged, begl!ed and
besought a thousand times, by editors and publishers every where, that
subscribers in writing their letters would always name their county as
well as post-officeaud State, it all seems of no avail. And yet. the very
subscriber who puts his money in a letter and sends without giving the
editor the means of enrolling his name in proper place, or finding it, to
give him credit if before enrolled, will be most indignant should he get a
circular calling on him for the money. Editors generally can find
better business than searching a mail-book from beginning to end to
find a post-officeor name, which could have been turned to in a moment
had the county been mentioned. It is, perhaps, a natural and pardona-
ble weakness that we should everyone think our respective localities' the
centre of the world', and that consequently every body else should know
where it is; but he who has charge of a subscription-book should havc
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the charitable benefit of being presumed ignorant on this score, and
and treated accordingly. With our mail-book arranged, as is customa-
ry, by counties, we could not find Chicago itself short of a vexatious
search unless the county it is in were first known. Never write an ed-
itor or publisher on business, with01tt givl:ng post-office, county and
State.

'l'IIE NORT~WESTERNCHRISTIANMAGAZINE,a very neat monthly
of 32 pages, edited and published by Bro. J-NO. BOGGS,Cincinnati,
Ohio, is on our table. We have found in it some very readable articles.
The temper of the .Magazine on the slavery question is such, however,
as to make its title ratter a misnomer, in the judgment of the mass of
christians. To a party, nevertheless, of no inconsiderable strength, and
dilfused through various denominations, the Magazine must prove quite
acceptable. And if Bro. Boggs shall succeed in removing, or in any
degree mitigating evil, by his periodical, none will rejoice more than
we. His paper is $1.00 a year, in advance.

THE M1'ami Visitor, Waynesville, Ohio, an old and pleasant acquaint-
ance, is to hand. It is a weekly literary and family paper, ably con-
ducted by 1\1r.J". W. UOBERTS,a writer who has for years been known
as a literary man. He has our thanks for his friendly mention of us
and the Sentinel, particularly as it is given among the scenes and asso-
ciates of our boyish days. The Visitor makes its fifty-twocheering vis-
its for $1.50.

WE should have acknowledged, ere this, the receipt of the Illinois
Teo:chel',the organ of the State 'Peachers' Association. It is edited
with scholarly skill by C. E. HOVEY,A. lV1. Superintendent of Public
Schools in Peoria, with the assistance of numerous teachers throughout
the State. Being printed and published by NASON& HILL, uniform
in size and style with the Sentinel, its appearance needs no comment.

Now if there are any of our brethren or friends who fill the responsi-
ble station of school-teachers in Illinois, and are not already taking this
valuable professional assistant, we do earnestly, and aBa matter of con-
scientious duty, request them to send one dollar, at once, to Prof. Hov-
EY, Peoria, and become readers of the' Teachel·'. Not to do so were
as impolitic and absurd as for doctors and lawyers to attempt doing,with-
out their medical and law journals respectively. We speak advisedly,
having had experience in teaching, and knowing the aid of an educa-
tional paper.
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A BRIGHT,beautiful new daily paper of our rapidly-growing city is
laid on our table, called the ( Statesman'. 'Ve have now four dailies
in Peoria, and a population, as recently ascertained, ~f about l!:l,OOO-
readers enough for all, one would suppose. We sincerely wish that the
new sheet may merit and receive ample support.

WE ask patience for the mistakes of our old books. Weare trying
our best to avoid them in our new.

ALL leaded items without a signatw'e, we give notice once for all, arc
by the resident editor, in whose hands the entire immediate editorial
supervision, by arrangement, rests.

WE particularly request that no money-letters, addressed to us, be
1·egistered. Correspondents may use their money better than to pay it
for a guide to mail-robber8.

ADDRESSno l~tters, containing either articles for publication or any
thing pertaining to the business of the Sentinel, to any of its individ-
ual editors. Some business matters have been long delayed by this,
being sent away unopened, on account of being taken for private let-
ters. The putting of any name on such letters, except it be that of the
resident editor, will involve this liability, as neither Bro. BURGESSnor
Bro. LINDSEY have this offioeas their address. Simply address CHRIS-
TIANSENTINEL,Peoria, Ill.

It is urged upon our consideration, as the wish of some of the breth-
ren, that a sermon appear in each number of the Sentinel. If we shall
find this wish prevailing with our readers, we will gladly make (The
Sermon' a permanent feature. If, on the contrary, shorter articles prove I

more generally interesting, we shall feel bound to adhere to them in
preference. Will the brethren, in writing us, say whether they wish
to read sermons ?

OBITUARY.

BIlOTIIER EDITORS: Please record the (leath of my beloved dltughtcr, VETU-
RU ELLEN,who died tho 18th of Murch, ]857, aged Hi ycars and ti days. TIer disease was Brollchi-

,tis. She had becn a member of tIle Christian Church over four years. Sho loft satisfactory evi-
dence that she hilSgone to that rCl:it that remains for the people of God. It is hard to part with
those so near to us by tho ties of lmturc, but we sorrow not as those who have no hope.

Yours, in the hope of tho Gospel,
DAVID HOBBS.

Bro. HOBBS hlts our sincere christian coudolence in his bereavement. Yet
. -(ve cltn not but congratulate d fltther when he has trltined a young spirit for the
skies, nd seen it pltSB sltfely home. EDS.
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EDUCATION.';'

B¥ P. U. MURPHY, PRESIDEXT OF AllIl\'GDO~ COr.LEGE.

BELOVJWBRETHRENAND SISTERS: I with pleasure arise on the pres-
ent occasion to perform the responsible task imposed on tile a year since;
and I do it the more cheerfully since my theme embraces the business
of my life, and is, in point of importance, second to none. The great
minds of all ages, and especially those of our own, have dwelt with rap-
ture upon it, and every masterly effort only opens up the way for anoth-
er more lucid and vigorous; and even yet the rubbish is only clearing
away and the lines drawing out for a full development of this great
theme and the unfoldini!;of its bearings upon all created intelligences-
on time and on eternity. But that we may the more orderly con-
sider its bearings on the being and destiny of MAN, we will propose an'd
endeavor to answer the following qUf>stions:

What is Education? Who should be the educaters? What should
they teach? To whom should they teach it, and how should they be
taught?· In answ.e· to lhe firs~ue)'y _Webster says that "Education
comprehends all that series of instruction and discipliDewWfQ is intend-
ed to~-um'lerstanding, correct the temper, and form the
manners and habits of youth, and fit them for usefulness in their future
stations." II Some contend that to educate is simply to draw out and ex-
pand the fuculties of the man in his physical, intellectual and moral na-
tures, thus enabling him to perform the ,duties of life more readily and
profitably; while others as earnestly contend that to educate is to throw
into our organization the aliments which will be calculated to strength-
en and expand the faculties of the entire man, and that as the develop-
ment of anyone faculty will depend upon the nutriment received, so
the education which he receives is measured by this nutritious aliment;
while still a thil:d class might, probably with as much plausibility, affirm
that to educate is to discipline the f:wulties of the mind and body, and
that although the appropriate nourishment must be received, and that
will develop the faculties, still the education consists in the training

* An Address delivered before the State Missionary Society, September,
1856, and published by requcst of the Society.
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which is given by the instruction. I might embrace one of these prop-
ositions, or frame one to suit my fancy, and labor to show you that it is
correct, but that course would be foreign to my object ou this occasion ;
nor do I desire to determine with school-men precision what the th'ing
is. but shall be satisfied if I shall be able to ascertain the facts connect-
ed with it, and profit from them. Indeed, we generally darken a sub-
ject in attempting to be too explicit, and run into error when we attempt
to be too definite. We might think at the first glance that we could
accurately define life, a something than which nothing is nearer to us.
But many wise heads have been puzzled and failed to give a satisfacto-
ry solution. And when we desire to grasp the prccise idea contained
in it, it eludes us, and although we realize that there is such a thing,
we are unable to dllcide precisely what or where it is; and the ncarer
we approach to it the more obscure it appears. So it seems that God
lIas wisely hidden some things from us and said that we may upprehend
but never fully comprehend them in all their bearings. Generically,
then, we may say that educ'ation is a very comprehcnsive something,
embracing our entire development and discipline from birth to death.
In order thus to be devcloped, it is absolutely necessary to receive nu-
triment of some kind and be subjected to discipline. But this does not
determine what kind of nutrition or training should be received; still,
this is the 1'mportant 1101:nt,for you will permit me to state emphatical-
ly that we need not be concerned as to whether we will be educated or
not, for in the sense now before us we all are and mltst of necessity be
educated, f, however, in order to be educated we must pass through
the collegiate course, then few are educated, for steep and difficult is the
way, and it requires a long and vigorous effort; and truly this is one of
the acceptations of this word, though not a gener.ic but a specific one.
:For why call this kind of disciplinc education, to the exclusion of every
other?

~ ~ Our children, fathers, and mothers! are attending school daily, re-
ceiving lessons daily, and thus are daily being educated. Thc great dif-
ference is, some of us send to one school and others to another. I send
my children to a college of Christian teachers; you send yours to teach-
ers of loose morals and bad principles jour neig I or sen s his to the
street loafers j and our friend sends his into thc highways and hedges.
They are all educated, graduated, and enter business-one a Christ'/an
gentleman, one a ra7ce, one a sot, and one a 1'1UJian.\ Who has any
cause for complaint? 'Ve all selected our school an sent our sons;
they have all done well, received high honors at their nduation, and
as they were bent, so they incUned. If you send your son to a black-
smith to learn his trade, it would bennreasonable in you to expect him
to come out a finished silversmith. It would be hLconsistent in you to
expect your son wh::>myou have placed under a joiner to come out a fin-
ished tailm·. But equally inconsistent and 1tnrcasona.ble is the fathe1'
10710sends his children to.be instructed b.y the 'rough, uncouth, pl'ofanc
and vulgai' throng, and expects them still to be polished gentlemen and
ladies! Then, how naturally do we ask, Who should be the educaters
of our children? \I


