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THE GOSPEL E(CHO. 151

From the Christian Tgcl and Witness,
The Coming of the Lord.

“Wherefore comfort one pother with these
words.” :

Is it not almost wonderfully strange
that, while most other subjects are well
nigh exhausted, are thought of, talked
about and written upon, comparatively
little is said about the 'coming of our

| blessed Lord and Savior, who, we are

taught in the sacred quings, will ap-
pear unto them that look for him with-
out sin unto salvation. }The coming of
our blessed Redeemer, and the future
kingdom, in all its glory and splendor,
appears to be the crowning point held
to view throughout the Holy Oracles.
The prophets of old touched their highest
notes, and sung their Bweetest songs,
then foretelling the reign of blessedness
that should be in the latter days upon
the earth. The prophet Daniel, a man
greatly beloved of God, tells us in his
wonderful vision, that he beheld till all
carthly thrones were cast down, and the
“Auncient of Days did sit, whose gar-
ment was white as snow, and the hair on

' his head like the pure wodl, his throne was

like the fiery flame, and his wheels as
burniag fire.” And he continued to
behold, until one like the Son of a man
came with the clouds [of heaven, and
came to the Ancient of| Days, and they
brought ' him near berore him. And
there was given him dominion, and glory,
aud a kingdom, that sl people, nations
and languages shall serve him ; his do-
minion is an everlasting dominion, whi¢h
shall not pass away, and his kingdom
that which shall not be destroyed.” The
prophet still saw, when {the saints of the
Most High should take the kingdom, and
possess the kingdom f; rever, even for-
ever and ever. And further, the king-
dom, and dominion, and the greatn

of the kingdom under the whole heaven,

shall be given to the people of the saints
of the Most High whose kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, ani all domiaions
shall serve and obey him.”

This, then, ig the glowing description
of the prophet, of the perpetuity and
greatness of the inheritance of the saints,
when our Lord shall come again to reiga
upon the earth ; and yet we are so slow
to believe, to look after and rejoice in
the promised blessings of our extensive
legacy. If the great Apostle could ex-
hort primitive saints to comfort one an-
other with the delightful words embrac-
ing the coming of our blessed Savior,
how much more appropriately may we
derive consolation from the fact that his
sounding footsteps are so near at hand.
The Apostle Peter, with others, his con-
temporaries, rejoiced in the glorious
prospect of the new heaven and new
earth, wherein should dwell righteous-
ness; and he would havo us also rejoice in
the same blessed contemplation. And
as pilgrims and strangers here upon the
earth, are we not weary enough of our
long and tedious journey to make us
look with joyous anticipations to the
time of our redemption as being nearer
than when we first believed? O, shall
we not, as Christians, quicken our pace
in the divine life, and “‘seeing we look
for such things, be diligent, that we may
be found of him in peace, without spot
and blameless.” $

Too long already have we clung to the
world, and lived beneath our privilege,
as the expectants of a crown of life
when Jesus comes. We have not enough
declared our adoption into the heavenly
family, and, by a godly and holy conver-
sation, adorned the doctrine of God our
Savior, who has left us behind, to fill up
the measure of Christ’s suffering in the
various departments of duty and labcr
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die, whilst others are born into private,
and others still into public life. Now

| if your imaginary life, your privato life

and much of the true character of your
public life, are hid from your fellow
men, you can see why it is that their
opinions of your religious character is
unreliable. They judge from what they
see only, which is but a little of your
entire life. But my dying friend, whom
through the mercy of God I hope to see
i that far-off-land where tears of sor-
row are never shed, you are acquainted
with all your thoughts, words and deeds,
therefore I would ask you what are your
chances to-day for eternal life? You
are a poor frail mortal as all your breth-
ren are, and it may be that you are near
your journey’s end when you must let go
all that’s dear on earth ? Is it not then
a desideratum to know, when there is no
longer a power to save you from the
grave, what your chances are for eternal
life? If so, then you should look | well
to your record; for if you may not ap-
proach the Lord’s table without an ex-
amination and adjustment of your rec-
ord, how can you expect without it to

| approach the tree of life? However you

may be in the habit of frequently right-
ing up your conduct. If so, are you
right sure that you bhave done all in this
respect that your gracious Heavenly
Father requires of you? Are you fully
apprised that whilst God has promised
to pardon your sins, that he has required
beforehand that so much must be done
of you? He deals with you in the par-
don of your sins as he does in providing
for you a livelihood. He does just so
much for you as you cannot do for your-
self. For instance, you cannot create a
horse to plow the soil, therefore God
provides a horse for you; but you can
train the horse to work, therefore God

never trains horses. 8o if'you def:nd
this neighbor in trade and insult that
one without cause you cannot pardon
the transgression, but you can restore
the booty in the one case and make g |
becoming apology in the other, and then |
come with a pegitent heart and ask God
to pardon you aod he will do it. But
should you g¢ome with your neighbor’s
goods in your pockets, you may pray
for pardon, but you will go away with
the scoul of heaven upon you. God
never pardons a sinner with an 1ll-gotten
coat upon his back, or with the voice of
insulted justice or neglected duty crying
at his heels. What say ydu then fellow
pilgrim ? ' Can you lift your hand to
your heart and say in all good con-
science, / have made aclean breast of
i¢? If not, then with this admission to
start with, I should suppose the chances
were against you; for if you, with the
uncertainty of life before you, can for
a single moment rest conteut with the
curse of sin upon you, it proves th

your heart is not right with God, that
you are not ‘‘rooted and grounded in the
faith.”” Were such the case it would be
easy and pleasant to keep a clean record,
but it grows hard in the ratio that you
fall short of this. 2 sound heart is
what is needed to make the christian.
I do not mean a heart that never sis,
this could not be found among mortals.
[ mean a heart which when it sins is
restless under the: burden until it is re-
moved, a heart that i§ ever quaffing at
tbe fountain of divine love and which
embraces in its philanthropy the great
brotherhood of man. Such s heart as
this ““thinketh no ill of its neighbor—
rejoiceth with those that rejoice, and

weepeth with those that weep. It has
no selfish ends to serve, but keeps its
eye aloft upon the prize, ever pressing
on for its reward, pouring out as it goes
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