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262 A PRESBYTERIAN D. D. IMMERSING

A PRESBYTERIAN D.D. IMMERSING

It is now an admitted fact, that the world moves. It is presumable, however,
that while the theories of Copernicus and Gallileo, in regard to motion, were fte-
jected, the worlds moved on as orderly as if every body had believed. Thus it is
in regard to Christian Immersion, against which, so much opposition has risen
since the beginning of the thirteenth century, it is truly a divine appointment, as
though all men believed it to be so.

There has been much labor performed, of late years, by men of more or lessabil-
ity, the object of which, has been to convince the people that immersion is not a
divine ordinance; but a human invention. How have they succeeded?® They
have signally failed, as all men must finally do, who fight against God and truth.
Men are industriously engaged in preaching against immersion, and striving with
all their powers, by sophistries and ridicule, to bring it, and those who practice it,
into contempt. In order to this, a celebrated D. D, of one of our eastern citics,
though descended from pure Preshyterian stock of the highest type, will, by re-
quest, practice it, and repeat it as often as asked to do so, by an applicant. This
all goes to show how confused and indistinct some men's minds are, in regard to
what Christianity is, and what it requires. Such men “cannot see why baptism,
like the Lord's supper, may not be repeated through life, as often as a man may
choose.” This is simply placing the observance of the ordinance, at the whim or
caprice of the applicant, and thus hold out the idea that haptism is only a whim
at best.

It is a well known fact, that from the days of N, L. Rice, till now, immersion
suffers violence, and Presbyterians have rejected it by force, as not of divine au-
thority. This being so, is it not indeed very strange, that Rev. Mr. Glover, pastor
of the first Presbyterian Church, of Jacksonville, Illinois, and he a Doetor of Di-
vinity, of the Presbyterian kind, should have immersed a conve rt, a few days ago?
Such is the fact, singular as it may appear to all.

Now, we should like to ask Dr. Glover a few questions. What was the pressure,
Dr., that forced you into the performance of an action for which the Scriptures fur-
nish no warrant, upon the hypothesis that immersion is not the Scriptural ordi-
nance called baptism?* When you immersed the candidate, saying you baptized
him (or her), in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
did you do so, if immersion is not Apostolic baptism? If you say you did,
will not your answer say that other act of yours, when you put a little water on the
bead of that infant, was not baptism?® Which of the two acts will you say was
divinely authorized? If onc is, the other is not; but you have pertormed both,
saying you did so in the name of Jesus Christ, and I ask you to say candidly,
whether you spoke truly. You cannot say you spoke the truth in both cases,
without saying both ac ions are divinely authorized. Can you, Doctor? can you!
Better change your preaching, Doctor, or your practices, and therchy harmopize
with the Scriptures, or maintain a little more consistency.

The truth is, either Dr. Glover regards the act of immersion as an ordinance of
Jesus the Christ, or be is willing to substitute & human rite, in the place of Serip-
tural baptism, and incur all the responsibility of saying he does so in the name of
the Lord, rather than have a person not join Ais church. How is this, Doctor?
Am I not correct in this? If not, how cas you explain to your heart and con-
science, this strange procedure of yours? And, Doctor, you, nor any one else
gver heard of an immersiopist preaching against sprinkling, and then go right











































































































































308 LETTERS TO A BAPTIST.

We are not indeed insensible to the power it gives us with the people. Dut then,
the secret of this power 13 1n the desire, that every honest heart cherishes, to be
right. And in this particular, it is simply impossible that we can be wrong. Do
not mistake me. I am not intending to boast. Nay, I am in no boasting mooed.
I am painfully conscious of the fact, that we are not, in many vespects, near all that
we ought to be. I have no disposition to conceal our weakness. But then, these
weaknesses relate to our imperfections as individuals, and not to our position as s
people. In this, we are strong, immeasurably strong. The truth of God is the
rock upon which we stand, and no storm shall ever be able to shake the divine
foundation beneath us. We may voluntarily quit our ground. We may go off
gradually into corruption and apostacy, as others have done before us. We may
betray the trust which Jehovah has committed to us, and become a hissing and »
reproach. But while we remain firm, the arms of the Infinite One are our strength.
The mad wars of satanic hate and wrath may dash, buot must ever valnly dash,
against the solid rock upon which we build. The truth must, at last, triumph
The eternal years of God are the duration of its life. A glorious triumph must
await those whe are its friends and defenders here in the world. It would rejoice
my heart to meet you on the Lord's word, and to take your hand es a full co-
laborer in the Lord's work, before I die. In taking such a step, you have every-
thing to gain, and nothing to lose. At the very least that can be said for your
present position, you would be exchanging an uncertainty for a certaioty. Inhold-
ing & human platform, you may be wrong. You are too honest to say “no” to
this statement. To repudiate suchi a platfonm, and take your stand on the Word
of the Lord, cannot but be right. Mistake or wrong here, is clearly impossibie.
If the primitive christians under the direction of inspired teachers were right, then
iu this particular, we are right too. If our position here is not true and safe, then
there is neither truth nor safety in the universe. I appeal to you, as you appeal %
your infant-sprinkling neighbors. The uncertainty is on your side. The certainty
ison ours. You make no sacrifice. There is no principle surrendered or compro-
mised.  You simply lay aside the human, which may be wrong, and fall back on
the divine, which must be right. My dear 8, why hesitate® Why should any
one hesitate® Can there be a plainer case * Never in the world. For two hun-
dred years, the Church of God flourished without a human cree. For two bun-
dred years they maintained unity, kept out heretics, and sounded out the primi-
tive gospel without any subordinate standard whatever. Moreover, they did these
things during that two hundred years, better, and more successfully, than they have
ever been done since.  We cannot err in going back to original ground. Wecan-
not do wrong in following the footsteps of those who were led, in these matters, by
unerring light from the throne of God. Do you not thiok it desirable, that God's
people should be gathered into one fold? Ought not Christ's prayer to be re-
garded® What hinders the realization now of all that Jesus prayed for in that
carnest hour* In part, at least, these human * constitutions™ are in the way.
These subordinate standards are to blame. Let us not deceive ourselves. It will

not do to ssy that our fathers were good men, and have gone to s:;y God has
given us more light than they had. We cannot turn awsy from great ques-
tions and be innocent. We must meet the issues of the hour like men. , in
his Providence, is working out the regencration of the church. We must enact a
part of the grand drama that is going on. It remains for us to choose what that
part shall be.  Shall we be laborers tagether with God, or shall we be found fight-
ing aguinst him ¢ For one, [ intend to hazard nothing, if I know it. Whenevers
certaintly may be had, an uncertainty will not satisfy mw, 1 shall occupy no doubt-
ful ground. X-‘:ll:egoodlnr‘dngscn up before all that love him the way of truth,
and strengthen their hearts to it boldly to the dying hour.
Ymhlollndzop. G. W.LONGAN.
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