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The Louisiana Christian

Devoted to the Establishment of the New Testament Church in the State of Louisiana.

In Faith, Unity;

In Opinions, Liberty;

In All Things, Charity.

Laxke CHARLES, LA,

FEBRUARY 20, 1906 g

VoL. IV

How to Put New Testament Christianity to the Front in Louisiana

JOHN A.

(Delivered Before the Preachers’

STEVENS,

ST A TE

Institute, Alexandria, La.,

EVANGELIST
Feb. 7.)

Mr. Chairman and Fellow Ministers:
If a subject like this could ever become hackneyed the one assigned me
for this Institute is certainly hackneyed. And worst of all, _\IAm} \1»«3Jk.r'
has been hacking away at it in this state and every state that joins Louis-
iana, for twenty years. So you have a well worn man on a well worn sub-
ject.
T hoped to be placed on some other theme

if I had to be placed on any

now stand before us will melt away one by one, until when Claude L. Jones
has finished his thirtieth year as pastor at Shreveport there will not be 2
town of one thousand people in Louisiana without a Christian church.

By that glorious day immigration will have broken the solid Romanism
In every town in the state. Progress and Romanism are the poles apart
and Protestant progress always invades effete Romanism when commerce
offers anything for the effort.

Romanism cannot stand the pressure of a vigorous, up-to-date Protest-
antism to say nothing of defeating the plea and people who form the van-

| guard in the march towards a united and glorious Christendom.

at all. By the way, I felt that this would be a fine place to sit down and
rest and fill up. How I am te say anything that, I have not said dozvn%‘
of times before, in substance, is the question.

But I must say something for the committee has ordered me to do SO

and I will try.
In the first
tianity is not now “to the front”
Testament Christianity, as we see it, !
iana. In the third place, New Testament Christianity, as we see it
front in Louisiana.
firstly, secondly and thirdly
gatisfaction of all. But firstlys and secondlys
will moves and motions at eur State Convention,

will be admitted by all that New Testament Chris-
in Louisiana. In the second place, Neéew
is a long ways from the front in Louis-

place, it

has been to the
¢ have all'heen proven, I hope, to the
will not do this work.
neither

So my

resolutions. Ousting and evolution are what we need. Ousting of Roman-
ism, rum and rottenness, and evolving New Testament Christianity in its
stead, 38 the need of the hour.

To destroy sin and sectarianism solves the subject. How to best do

pains and patience. We hdd just
candidly.
a collosal problem. When we
of 2,000 population we

and that big word

this is the question. It will take power,
as well philosophically, cooly,
stupendous undertaking, a gigantic project;
have placed a church in #every town in Louisiana
will then need another big word to describe our’success,
will be MAGNIFICENT.

Nor should we halk at a great undertaking if the possibilities are equal
to the undertaking. Is this true in Louisiana? It certainly is. There is
not a riper field under#the stars than Louisiana.
middle age creedism, and are growing indifferent to even Romanism.

look at it

We have before us aj

never |

| nine
Neither |

{

will resolves and |

The people are tired .f|
The ;

_discovery of the limitless svealt he state has duickened her gr-nnle to| ¢
a oW, Wuy of EINKINg,  Taerday aas neves, boen, wiel, Lowjbiae W back-
ward in thought. She has always kept pace with - the onward rush (,f[

events. But the recent discovery of such unheard of wealth has forced even
Louisiana into a new way of thinking. Her sulphur mines, salt mines, oil
fields and new process rice empire are enough to make the brain reel.

Then again, her pine lands that were worth $§1 per acre have gone up
to '$30 and $50 per acre and she stands today as ‘“the pine empire.” She
holds the boards of the world in her hands. She takes her megaphone and
places it to her mouth and shouts to the houseless multitudes of the whole
North and West and says to them, “You will have to_come to me for lum-
ber or stay out in the cold.” Not only so, but her famous cane and cotton
fields are still here in all their beauty and are plunging forward with leaps
and bounds from grace to grace and from glory to glory.

A people could not stay in a rut if they desired when they have so much
that the rest of the world needs. Nor does a prodical soil and sallubrious
climate produce an unthinking people. To be sure a man only knows what
he sees, hears, feels, tastes and smells. But here in Louisiana men see
things, hear things and—and taste things. Yes, and they are a people of
fine feeling.

We will not mention the sense of smeiling till spring when
and the humming birds return.

But I am forced to come square up agdinst the subject assigned me.
How shall we put New Testament Christianity to the front in Louisiana?
That is the question that I dread to approach, and yet it is a legitimate one.

The time was when Missouri, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Tennessee, Kan-
sas, Iowa, Texas and every other state in the Union was weaker than Louis-
iana and had nothing to draw from but their religious enemies. The world
and all the churches were against them and they had no other churches to
draw from and no society to help them—no sympathy from anybody but
God. They had no nucleus to start with at this town or that. They had no
place to stay unless some one took pity on them and invited the preacher
home with him.

With everything and everybody against them our fathers forged their
way into the great middle states and “turned the world upside down” and
today those states stand with the strongest working force, for all that is
good, represented by our people.

If our fathers could enter the middle states and win ouL with nnrhmg
to draw from, can't we enter Louisiana with a million, three hundred thous=
and people to draw from and as fine missionary organization as is in the
world to stand back of us?

After all, when we come to compare our undertaking with what our
fathers indured our cheaply gotten sympathy and “heroism’” pales into in-
sigmificance.

The first thing necessary to the accomplishment of our task is for us
to get a vision of our possibilities and how things will look and be when the
task is done. 'We must be enough like God to “Look from the beginning to
the end.” e

‘We need men who hear sounds, see visions and dream dreams.
is just as large as his faith, for his faith creates his vision, and his vision
is simply a picture of his life work completed. Now if we can all share
in seeing the same vision, dreaming the same dreams and hearing the same
sounds with reference to this grand consummation, and we can all become
stickers and stayers and lovers, the, dense forests of unentered towns that

the roses

A man

Brethren, nearl all of you are younger in the ministry than myself, I
have seen Texas when she was a wilderness so far as our people were con-
cerned. You could travel one thousand miles and never see one of them.
I have seen Mississippi with but three thousand of our people and nearly all
of them in the woods and three fourths anti or “Nociety” people to say the
leagt. We did not have a church in the state that kept a preacher for full
time and but precious few that had preachi at all.. 1 stay itk

s and lived to see the state ne treble her numeri
and sextuple' its working forces irny the towns and citie From
or thirty little churches I saw her go to 140 congregations.
State BEv
membership. She has already come up in these few years to 22,500 mem-
bers. 1 knew Texas when you could not have found possibly 1,000 members
within her borders and saw her grow to where she has 95,000 disciples in her
communion. Brethren, do,vou blame me for having a vision? I
seen Oklahoma w'th not a sign of a church of our kind on her entire soil.
I have seen her go to 20,000 disciples.

I was Corresponding Secretary in Oklahoma when 100,000
came in on us from every quarter
their own in- our midst. I have
1 helped to “handle the crowd.”

twenty-five
I was also

angelist of Arkansas when 8,000 disciples would have numbered her

99 5
have

new people
of the continent and claimed a home of
seen cities of 5,000 to 10,000 built in a day.
I got an insight inte the character of - our
people to the number of five or six thousand, that came along with the
avalanche. I know the stuff that they were made of. I have seen them
without church, homes or any other kind of houses to live in, I have had
alls stained "';th dgars, to come and hold meetings where peaspls wmvf‘l V=
——————

£<th dugont) Ara-covers: WHgORST T RS

The truth is that our .people are inving u.uwl'ﬁey believe something
and know why they believe it. They do things and know why they do them.
They have what the best glement of the American people are looking for and
they know {t. One well informed disciple with a New Testament in his
hand is in the majority. If he is the only man in town who does not sub-
scribe to a human creed he is the only free . man in the town. He is a3
neucleus around which to build a church of free progressive people.

The creed bound man cannot be a progressive man, for the meates and
bounds of his faith and Vision were set and established by tha retrogres-
sive, non-progressive council that forged out his creed—which is nothi ing
more than the ‘fetter that binds not only his feet and hands but worst of
all, his mind and spirit.

Our plea is the Word of God, pure and simple, nothing more, nothing
less. It is sharper than a two-edged sword and is doing its happiest ser-
vice when cutting the bands with which middle age Doctors of Divinity
bound not only their own generation but all generations that happened to
be swept into their churchees.

Creeds produce parties and in return, parties produce creeds. Creeds
produce segtarianism and in return, sectarianism produces creeds. Denom-
inationalism has reasoned in this fatal circle and has run in this prescribed
and proscribing rut for four hundred long years. To say that the Ameri-
can people are Peady for a change hardly expresses it. Nor is Louisiana
any exception to the rule. Many of the best and brightest men in almost
every town .and community have ceased to be religious because they have
outgrown the creeds of the middle ages and have never heen presented with
anything broader and better.

So the first thing to do is to pray
field.
God.

Methods are all right, but the power is of God. Music is all right, but
the force is in thé gospel. Organization is all right, but only incidental to
the main issue. All the organization in the world will not do the work un-
less the organization is only for the purpose of more effectively presenting
the plea, which is God’s word, pure and simple. We must not let our
splendid missionary organizations attract too much of our attention and ad-
miration. The successful boiler maker watches the bolt head he is brad-
ding and pays no attention to the compressed air appartus that runs the
hammer. Let us keep our eye upon the individual man and study how to
best bring the Word of God to bear upon him. ’Tis well to keep informed
about work in general—what others are doing, but better ot keep informed
about the individual men and women that God seems to have placed with-

3 God to give us a broad vision of the
A second essential is for us to be truer than ever to the Word of

in our reach." When all were starving for bread Jesus fed those next to
him first. In Louisiana we don’t have to go away from us for opportuni-
ties. A man’s residence here in Louisiana is another word for opportunity.
We have what the people need. It“may not®e what they want, but it is
what they need. We seldom want what we need in this world. Our
friends in China and elsewhere don’t want the gospel at first, but we say
you need it, and we give it to them and whken they find out what it is, then

they are its friends. Owur plea for a united church based upon the Word
of God alone, without zmy‘uman creeds, confessions or articles of faith
aside from the Bible, is firS® resented, then examined, then accepted. For

(Continued on page 9.)
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Faith in Jesus as the true Messiah, and obedience to Him as our L'ri.\\'—
giv and King, the only true test of character, the only bond of Ch‘l" :“m
imiun and vulﬁlx'lkll]i()ﬂ and co-operation, irr sp»-(:tiig of all creeds, opinions,
Lv‘l)l‘;]Hlillll]lﬂ("nl.\' and traditions of men This has been our bond since the be-

ginning. Think of it.

The Preachers’ Institute

~

The Preachers Institute- which met in Alexandrira, La., Fel)rueu'_\'. G5
and & was one of the most profitable and enjoyable events in the history
of the brotherhood. : ¢ i

At the hour appionted for the opening Services there was present
every minister of the brotherhood in the State with but one exception and
all were brimming over \.\'j(h. the Sl’i"iF of enthusiasm which is sn‘:u)ccss(n'y
to success in meetings of this character.

E. Lynwbod Crystal, pastor of the Baton Rouge church preached the
opening sermon. . —

After the devotional exercises the “Institute” was organized by electing
to the office of chairman, that grand old veteran who has spent so many
vears of his life in a labot of love and who now enjoys the esteem of a
‘nn‘ \tv host which he has been instrumental in leading to Christ, Bro. F. M.
MecCarthy, pastor of the church at Monroe.

. W. Wise, pastor of the Leesville church was chosen secretary and
no better selection could have been made. He was always at his post and
his record of the proceedings were at all times carefully and correctly kept.

The wvarious numbers on the program were carried out as arrange
and it was a. revelation to see how earnestly all entered into the work

assigned them. ;

The spirit of harmony prevailed at all times and all of the arguments
and discussions showed a familiarity with the subjects and questions in
hand seldom seen in meetings of this kind.

Every man is a worker and nothing of the careless or slipshod order
was found or seen in any of their work.

It would have done the hearts of the members of the various congre-
oations in the state good to have been with the Institute and have seen the
.\\'m-i\’ as done by them:; to have heard the addresses and the discussions.
It was a meeting brimming with thought and earnestness yet freely mixed
n the various ministers it could

with wit. In the friendly clashes betwe
be plainly seen that there were no weaklings there. Every man was at
all times ready to give a reas® for the faith that was within himr and no
opinion was advanced that was not backed up with sound and logical
argument.

When the meeting had gotten well unnder way and when all was
working so well, when the metal of the various ministers had been tried and

all had shown themselves workmen who need n he ashamed, it s inter-

esting to watch Bro., Claud L. Jones, pastor of th® Shreveport church.

Bro. Jones is the pioneer of the State and has seen us grow from
a most humble beginning to our present noble proportions. He was one the
ground when he was practically alone in the State and has known the
hardships and trials which come to thepreacher who blocks out the way.

He* is known to all the churches in the State having had something to
do with.the organization of most of them, and there are very few members
of the bretherhood in the State today who do not know him personally and
love him, yet he is old only in experience.

Bro. Jones. wouid take a position in some quiet corner of the church
during the Institute, where he could sec and hear all that was being said
and done and let his eyes wander over the assemblage—Ilook as the mit
present—Ilook at the fine church home in which we were holding our services,
and as-he remembered the many difficulties which had been overcome
before this could be brought about, a look of joy would spread over 1
face and all could see the happiness that was in his heart. He indeed knows
the, joy that comes to the wictor.

Then there was Bro. Frank Lanehart, pastor of the church at Ham-
mond; whose experiences are very similar to those of Bro. Jones. No
convention or meeting coulld be complete without Bro. Lanehart. His uni-
form courtesy and good humor together with his inexhaustible store of
anecdotes endears him to all who know him.

When Bro. Lanehart would arise a look of expectancy would at once come
over theface of (.]l ]\l’VSF‘ﬁt. E,{e hasthe happq BICUITY “of “mriging wit apd
wisdom in such & way as to appeal to all.

To give an outline of all the speeches, sermons and addresses made

would take more space than this paper affords and as they will all be
published in the Christian, you can read them and let each speak for itself.

On Wednesday evening Bro. Roy Linton Porter, pastor of the Lake
Charles church preached a sermon to a large and highly appreciative audi-
ence. RBro. Porter is one of the most brilliant young men in the State and
his presentation of the truth touched the hearts of all his hearers.

On Thursday the following addresses were made: “The pastor and
Missions,” Marcellus. R. Ely, New Orleanns; ““The Pastor and the Sundayg
School,” L. A. Betcher, Alexandria; ‘“The pastor and the Christian Endeavor,”
Otis E. Hawkins, Crowley; ‘“Pastoral Visiting,” Claud L. Jones, Shreveport;
“Church Disecipline,” H. M. Polsgrove, Jennings.

Nothing could have been more interesting or instructive than these
addresses dealing as they did with the practical work of the Church.

All the speakers showed .2 thorough knowledge of their subject and a
keen desire to impreve such conditions as were not at present conducive to
successful work.

No minister could have heard these addresses and the discussions
which followed without being better able to cope with the questions which
confront him in his own congregation.

Judge J. R. Thornton delivered dn address on “Our Relation to the
Federation Movement,” which showed a careful consideration and keen
appreciation of the conditions. The discussion on this subject was one of
the most spirited, enthusiastic and enjoyvable events of the institute.

At night John A. Stevens preached a powerful sermon to one of the
largest audiences which greeted us while in the city.

Those who heard him were indeed fortunate and those who did not hear
him missed a treat.

At the close of the arranged program the election of officers for the
year was held and the following officers elected.

President, L. A. Betcher, Alexandria.

Secretary, Otis E. Hawkins, Crowley.

Treasurer, Roy Linton Porter, Lake Charles:

The committee on time and place reported that they had selected as the
next place for the holding of the meeting Leesville and fixed the time for
January 15th, 1907.

It was certainly a pleasure to all the visiting brethren to meet with
the Alexandria church and no finer host and hostess could be found than
Bro. and Sister Betcher.

They seemed to anticipate the wants of every one in attendance and
left ‘nothing undone that could in any way add to the -success of the
“Institute’” or the pléasure of the delegates and vis'tors. Great things can
well be expected of the Alexandria church under the leadership of Bro.
and Sister Betcher. ..

When we say that the musiec was under the management of Sister
John A. Stevens we have said that it was as nearlly perfect as skill and
care can make it. Sister Stevens is too well known to need words of
praise. She is deserving of the: unstinted compliments which she received
for her part of the program from all in attendance.

The ‘“Institute’” has passed into histosy. It surpassed the fondest hopes
of its promoters. It has set a high standard for the next annual Institute,
but it made us bigger and beiter able to prepare for it.

OTIS E. HAWKINS, Secretary.
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How to Prepare and Conduct a Meeting

CLAUDE L. JONES, SHREVEPORT.
Delivered Before the Preachers’ Institute, Alexandria, La., Feb. T.

I-—Begin the preparation long in advance—God was four thousand years
getting ready for Pentecost, and the real secret of the great meetings in
these modern days lies in the fact of long, painstaking preparation. At
Joplin, Mo., and Canton, O., this preparation required months and even
vears. Thoroughness of preparation is necessary that every detail may be
fully worked out and harmonize with the general plan, and it takes much

" time to do this. The saying that a poor plan worked well is better than a !
" good plan worked poorly has much truth in it. Not only is it necessary that

plans be well worked out, but it is even more essential that sufficient *ime
be given for the spirit of the meeting to develop and come to a state of ma-
turity or readiness. That important element which we may term the mor-
ale of the forces comes only after many weeks of drill and eager expectancy
and cannot be aroused in a few days to the proper pitch.

It is a safe rule to remember in getting ready for a meeting that we
need never expect to get more out of anything than we put into it, and time
for long, and thorough preparation becomes the first consideration in holding
a successful meeting.

II—The second is to plan for large things—to plan small things in the
face of large opportunities, fore-dooms the effort to comparative failure.
To win only a dozen souls to Christ is all righgt, if we could do no better, but
when we might have won a hundred just as well it is a shame not to have
done so. We should remember that conquering the world for Christ is
the most -stupendous task of the age, and calls for brave hearts and great
plans. We should remember that not only in theory but in fact the gospel
is the power of God unto salvation and that no limits need be fixed to what
is expected, when it is given ample opportunity to run and be glorified. Con-
sider also that it is far easier to enlist the rank and file of church member-
ship in a great campaign. Not only so, but that large plans arrest public
attention and secure also more readily the service of that important factor,
the 'public press. 1In this age of rush, when the masses are working con-
tinually under high pressure, it requires a very worthy and comprehensive
plan for the majority to be willing to give their time and support to it. And
not only is this true of the membership and the general public, but even the
pastor and evangelist enter more enthusiastically wunder the ‘nspiration of
plans which allow a great vision as to results. Besides it is reasonable to
suppose that God is more ready to honor methods somewhat commensurate
with His own plans, since it evinces a faith which dares to trust Him. TUn-
dertake great things for God and expect great things of God, is the proper
motto in planning for a meeting.

IIT—In the third place, organize. This should be done with the view
of mobolizing the entire forces. The aid and influence of the weakest mem-
ber is not to be despised in a great gospel campaign. Then, too, it must not
be forgotten that one of the most important objects of a meeting is to
strengthen the church spiritually, and this ean only be attained by putting
them to work.

A good committee ‘should be selected for each branch of the work, with
a live, wide-awake disciple for chairman. At their first jaeeting the pastor
should go before them and outline the work they are expected to do, and
should hold the chairman responsible for the accomplishment of the work.

‘While the number of committees necessary will vary in different fields,
there should ordinarily be the following: 1—A music committee. 2—An
enrollment committee. 8—A finance committee. 4—A personal work
committee. b5—An advertising committee. 6—An ushers’ committee. 7—
An entertainment committee.

It is unnecessary to note in detail the work of these committees, but the
essential thing is to see that they do their work promptly and well.

. ADVERTISING.

We take this up under a separate head because of its vast importance.
Here is needed great discretion combined with experience in knowing how
to attract and interest the public mind without resorting to a sensationalism
which is liable to cheapen the enterprise. The main thing is to get the pub-
lic ear, but unless the talent in the meeting is able to hold those who are
drawn by bold methods of advertising it becomes a boomerang. Put a just
estimate upon those who are holding the meeting and advertise them ac-
cordingly. Each disappointed auditor becomes a distinct injury to - the
meeting. But if you cannot honestly say much, say it often. Persist in
advertising. Put’ money into it, put time into it, put brains into it, put
consideration into it. At least one third of the energies and funds should
be expended in judicious advertising. Begin with having a conference wtth
the editors of the local papers and ascertain how much space they can give.
you each issue. TUse this space and no more. Make the articles readable,
newsy and impersonal in character, using care not to commit the paper to
any particular view. Placards may be used to advantage, and “ after _he
meeting begins, small hand cards. But by far the most satisfactory method
is a neatly printed invitation sent by mail to each individual family in the
entire community. This kind of advertising has a personal force which is
wanting in other kinds, and will more than repay the extra trouble and ex-
pense. The enrollment committee is expected to make a complete enroll-
ment of all the families within a given radius of the meeting. This list is
of great value not only in sending out advertising but in other ways which
will be mentioned later. In larger towns streamers on street cars and over
the streets are of great value.

However good the attendance may be the observant pastor will always
note the absence of many he hoped would attend the meeting. A good
method to reach such parties is to make a careful list of them and about
Friday or Saturday before the second Sunday mail each an uniquely printed
ppstal urging their attendance. Many of them will be seen at Sunday’s ser-
vices.

Another means is-that of special meetings, such as children’s meetings,
meetings for men only, and women only. These meetings are of great help
but should be high class in character or not held at all. But whatever the
nature of the advertising it must not be forgotten that the public will de-
mand that one make good.

PERSONAL WORK.

Personal workers should be chosen from among the most spiritual and
discreet of the membership and in number should represent each sect’on of
the community. They should begin their labors several weeks before the
meeting begins. Their first attention should be given to securing a hope-

ful list, containing the names of all of those they hope to reach durintg the

meeting. This list may be secured by going carefully over the enrollment
list and from the personal knowledge of each. These parties should be
studied as to their positions religiously, environments, ete. They should
receive tracts through the mail carefully suited to each one’s needs. They
should be earnestly prayed for and should be personally invited to attend
the meeting. They ought not to be asked to accept Christ until they are
thoroughly and deeply interested, and then only when alone and in the most
tactful manner possible. Every day during the meeting at some convenient
hour a personal workers’ meeting should be held. This work should be
under the direct supervision of the pastor.

ATMOSPHERE.

A proper spiritual atmosphere is essential to a successful meeting. A
number of sermons along evangelistic lines bearing on the meeting should
be preached to prepare the membership and public. No service should pass
for several weeks in advance without some mention of th meeting.

A number of cottage prayer meetings, held if possible simultaneously,
in different parts of the community, all directed toward the meeting, will be
of great advantage.in warming the hearts of the people and C.reating the
feeling necessary in undertaking a gospel campaign.

MUSIC.
This is second only to preaching the word. If the church dQes not
possess a first class leader, it will pay to employ a singing evangelist. A

weak point here is fatal to the meeting. The music should be: made a draw-
ing card and much more. It should be filled with the_powert and fervor of
the gospel. It is that which fits the man of God to deliver his message and
the people to receive it. A large choir is better than a sm'all one, as vol-
ume in a4 meeting is more essential than harmony. If posmble rhg congre-
gation should be induced to sing. This is the ideal method when it can be
secured. An occasional quartet and duet and solo may be used but as a rule
special music has but little place in a meeting. When the beauty of the
voice is combined with intense religious earnestness a song ma:\' do as much
as a sermon. But we confess that we have heard but few soloists where thg
singing amounted to anything more than an emex.'tz‘tipmem‘ and even m‘m;e
frequently it drops down to the plain of an exhibition pur.e and S]r}’l])lt‘.
Great earnestness and great volume are the things to be stm:«en for in=a
meeting. The quality will take care of itself after several drills.

. THE PREACHING.

This should usually be done by an evangelist, but 1\0t‘nece§s;11'11_v S0 :
That the local minister may hold a really great meeting for hxymse‘,-l_f} hzrls’
been verified by many instances, notably by the recent meeting of Welsn;eme:
at Canton, Ohio; previously referred to. The custon} of pastors h()l,dlf‘vg
meetings for one another has some things to commend it. But'when e\ez).-
thing is taken into account-it will be found as a rule better'to employ (;
regular evangelist. This is his chosen line of work. By special study af]
by large experience in many fields, he‘ has become an avcknlowledged e-::(pelt.
He is the new broom which proverbially sweeps clean. Strange as it may
appear, he can generally get much more work out of the home forces tlllrL‘n
the home man. He has also an advantage in the matter of prea,chmg.
About all he knows or ever will know he has crowded into his series of ser-
mons, and by constantly repeating the same discourses he has acquired greatv
power and freedom in delivery. The pastor on th‘e other.hand has already
put forth his best efforts. His best sermons and illustrations are old. In-

-y

/stead of endeavoring to cmrcenrm‘re‘mxﬁrf;g‘":ﬁvn,"mt—ﬁns 'urmh PRt iTs
he has had by necessity to follow the contrary policy of making the ammu-
nition hold out by putting little in much.

The home preacher is also at a very great disadvantage in being unable
to advertise himself. Some it is true do not allow this fact to stand in the
way of plenty of advertising, but usually it would be better if he did. Then
again, the pastor ought to be free to do the outside work and not burdened
with the preaching. We repeat, that ordinarily it pays to employ a good
evangelist. He should be secured in advance of the date on wh'ch the
meeting is to begin. In selecting an evangelist a few qualifications should
be considered imperative. 1—He should be above all things a man of God,
devout, consecrated, humble in spirit, able at all times to hide behind ‘the
cross. 2—He should be mighty in® the Scriptures, possessed with ability of
making clear and simple the* profoundest principles of the gospel. 3—He
should be a leader of men, having a strong controlling will, great enthusiasm
and much tact and discretion. He should fear God but not sin, Christ but
not creed. He should love truth more than popularity and the souls of men
more than filthy lucre—and sb gentle withal as to win the hearts rather
than repel those who oppose. If the pastor is half so good a man, and
the congregation half as good as the pastor it will make_a force strong
enough under usual conditions to win a great victory for Christ.

The co-operation between pastor, people and evangelist should be full
and hearty. The evangelist should have immediate command, and his
plans and suggestions should be readily carried out whether they seem wise
or not.

There now remains but one more essential in holding a meeting, and
that is

LONG CONTINUANCE.

This fact should be fixed in the minds of evangelist, pastor and at least
the officers and leading members of the congregation. They should go in
for a siege regardless of weather, local conditions or immediate results. If
the audiences run low, rally the forces and keep on; if the interest is at
high water mark and some one suggests the advisability of closing before
the tide ebbs turn a deaf ear and keep right on. It takes much time in this
day of many attractions to reach the hearts of the masses, and in a gospel

‘campaign the effort should always be to reach not the scattering few but

the great masses of the unchurched and unconverted. In seed sowing it
requires time for the seed to germinate, grow and ripen into harvest. We
ought to expect a great ‘harvest of souls. It makes the heart sick to think
of the thousands of meetings which are closed out just before the great rev-
clution and breaking up would have set in. We urge long, persistent ef-
forts,” backed up by an optimism which .springs out of an flnfaltex‘ing faith
in God and His word.

My brethren and fellows workers, we have been given to live and labor
in a wonderful age, an age surely set apart by the God of Heaven for a
great religious awakening. The high tide of evangelism is upon us. Every
week we are inspired by the messages which come to us from sections re-
counting victories of such magnitude as to amaze even the most sanguine.
“This is the Lord’s deing and is marvelous in our eyes.” Nor is the end
yet. In the onward sweep of this world-wide crusade for Christ wonderful
meetings will become more and more the order of the day, until old Pente-
cost will no longer hold first place as a day of unspeakable triumph.

We are living, we are dwelling,
In a grand and awful time,
In-an age and ages telling
To be living is sublime.
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The Pastor and Missions

MARCELLUS-R. ELY, NEW ORLEANS. v
{Delivered Before the Preachers’ Institute, Alexandria, La., Feb. 8.)

We are constantly being told by our missionary secretaries that the
success or failure of all our missionary enterprises depends almost wholly
upon the pastors of the churches. No one who looks into the matter is
likely to deny the statement. J

.

Churches that are not missionary may be made missionary by a mis-
sionary pastor. Churches that are missionary now will continue to be
missionary if their ministers are missionary. I knew a church that became
noted for its missionary liberality. Its minister was on fire with missionary

zeal. When they called their missionary pastor they had never given any-
thing for missionary work. Under the leadership of the preacher who was
fully in sympathy with all our organized missionary enterprises they soon

became known throughout the State for their liberality in the missionary
offerings. Their next pastor paid little -attention to missions and gave but
little. The n ionary spirit grew cold. - The church lost ies vitality and
long afterward splt., Something similar has been true of hundreds of

issionary pastor is the live coal which enkindles the church with
the divine life-giving glow of missionary zeal. A man who is not missionary
in spirit, who does not believe in both home and foreign missions, has no
husiness to go forth as a preacher of the gospel. He is not yet fully or suf-
ficiently equipped for his work. He does not understand the great commis-
he has received from his Master.

The evangelization of the world depends upon the preachers who lead
their congregations to support missions at home and abroad.

Only two or three thousand of our churches give to all missionary en-
terprises. And the great majority of these have missionary men as their
leaders. Which churches are the most unselfish and spiritual and have the
greatest influence in their own communities? Are they not the ones which
have invested most in state, national and foreign missions?

My friends, if we would lead our churches into the highest and noblest
activities; if we would make the membership most Christ-like, we must
make them missionary. The highest impulses of the soul are missionary
impulses. To make men like Christ is the business of the church. The
mrind of Christ is the spirit of missions. To lift men out of the dominion
of self into the dominion of love was the purpose of Chrst in all His deal-
ings with men. To do this He taught men to do unto others as they would
have otherg do unto them: to love their neighbors as themselves: to pray
for their enemies. 'Is not this also the work of missions? Is not this the
work of the missionary pastor? To do good unto all men: to love all men,
of whatever race or condition: to pray for all men: this is the way of Chris-
tian development in the individual life and in the church. Any other way
is insufficient, too narrow, too low.

sion

The pastor by his example, by his enthusiasm, by his knowledge of all
phases of missionary work, by his exhortations, may lead his congregation

-
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become missionary., He must be a magazine of missionary enthusiasm
information. He must have his library well stocked with missionary
Let him read the lives of Henry Martyn, Adoniram Judson, David
Livingston, Robert Moffatt, David Brainerd, Marcus -Whitman and the
pioneers of our own restoration movement. 4

Answering the question, “What can be done in order to revive the work
of God in the world?” John Wesley said: ‘‘Let every preacher read care-
fully over the ‘Life of David Brainerd.” ILgt us be followers of him as he
was of Christ, in absolute self devotion, in total deadness to the world, and
in fervent love to God and man. Let us/l)ut secure this point and the world

“will fall at our feet.”

Reading the life of David Brainerd led Henry Martyn to give his life
to the salvation of the heathen.

The life of Adoniram Judson is almost as inspiring and ffull of sacrifice
as was the life of St. Paul.

The preacher should read the Missionary Review of the World and our
own missionary magazines—The Missionary Intelligencer, The Missionary
“Voice, The American Home Missionary, The Home Field, The Missionary
Tidings, and Business in Christianity. Such books and papers will fill hig
mind with faects, illustrations and inspirations which will add new zest to
his preaching and new consecration to all his acts.

With mind and heart full of missionary dynamite the preacher can
easily create enthusiasm for missions in his congregation. 'The hearts of
men readily respond to the heroic and history reeords nothing finer than
the heroism of modern missions. The deeds of Homer’s heroes, of Her-
cules and Ulysses, of Alexander and Napoleon, pale into insignificance when
compared with those of Xavier, Carey, Hudson, Taylor, Dr. Royal, J. Dye,
Dr. Rijnhart and scorec of other heralds of the cross, in their power to move
men and to make-them better. First of all then .the pastor’s mind and Ii-
brary must be well stocked with missionary literature.

l\Vhere there is no information there can be no interest or zeal.

Right here, I take the liberty to suggest some arguments which may
be used in preaching missionary sermons. I give them in bare outline:

1. For Missions in General: A a—The Life of Christ. b—The Lord’s
Prayer, “Thy Kingdom Come,” etc. c—The lives of the Apostles and their
teachings. d—The Great Commission. c¢—Seek ye first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness, etc. f—Speak unto the children of Israel that
they go forward. g—The world wide visions of Ezekiel, Daniel and Isaiah.
h—Our plea. -

9. For Foreign Missions: a—Christ, the first foreign missionary. b
—_Christ died for all. c—Wonderful opportunities. d—Multitudes dying.
e—The Syro-Phoenican woman’s faith. f—Commerce and Civilifiation fol-
low Christianity. gZf Success of the work. h—The most unselfish love.
i—*One blood.” j—Our plea.

3. Home Missions: a—Beginning from Jerusalem.” b—Base of sup-
c—Great opportunities. e—Great successes. f—Our plea. j—

S

plies.,

Heroic home missionaries.
otism. j—Safety and salvation of our loved ones.

4. State Missions: a—Unevangelized foreigners.
superstition. ¢—The negro problem. c¢—~Catholicism.
cities and towns. g—Aid to Home and Foreign work. h—Our own bless-
ings. i—Work of Campbell, Henderson, et¢c. j—ILove begins at home.

‘Which of these branches of missionary work should be first in our ef-
forts? The secretary of the foreign society will do all in his power to make
us believe that theirs is the most important work. So with the national
and state secretaries. This is but natural and right. The appeals of none
of these interests can be put too strongly. I believe that when the preach-
er presents the plea for any one of these interests that he should make it
as strong as possible. He should present it as if it were the most import-
ant of all. No one is ever induced to give too much. The great danger
is that we shall give too little. If a few more dollars are given to foreigi
missions than to state or home missions, let us not worry but make our
pleas for the latter stronger by presenting more facts concerning needs and
possibilities of the nearer fields. Christ loves the heathen in India just as
much as those in America.

h—Appeals from scattered brethren. i—Patri-

b—Ignorance and
f—Influence on our

The great circle of foreign missions, the all-embracing Commission, ex-
cludes no missionary interests but embraces all. The growth of city, state
and national missionary work receives its impulse from the command to
go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. Not until
churches and individuals are made to see the obligation to preach the gos-
pel to the people of India, Africa, China, and Japan will they feel the great-
est obligation to those who are near them. 1In order that the heart may
supply the liver, stomach and lungs with the right amount of pure blood
it must be able to force the blood through the capillaries of the farthest ex-
tremities of the body. A church will give the most vitality to its local work
when its impulses of love and generosity reach out unto all the earth. We
need not fear that through interest in foreign missions our missionary work
will become one-sided. It was this apostolic impulse that evangelized the
world before the close of the first century. Did Pdul make a mistake when

he answered the Macedonian call? Wasn’t there enough to do in Asia to
keep him busy? Paul knew that every church that he had established

would grow in grace as the horizon of their love was enlarged to include
the brethren in Europe. The evangelistic zeal that now pervades our peo-
ple in the United States is, I believe, largely a result of our increasing inter-
est in world-wide missions.

The First Church of Joplin, Mo., has a missionary pastor
heart is large enough to embrace all men.

a man whose
His church has been a mission-

ary church. One of the greatest meetings of modern times was held in
that church. Last year the church became a living link of the foreign so-
ciety. Then it became a living link in the home society. The enthusiasm

is spreading. The whole country is becoming missionary. They have em-
ployed a city and county missionary and the churches of the county outside
of Joplin have pledged themselves to support another missionary for the
foreign society. They are getting their eyes open, wide open. Therefore,
more light is coming into their souls. They are realizing, too, that the light
which shines farthest shines brightest near at home.

Warm the hearts of your people till that warmth reaches to the people
of India, Africa, China, Japan, Corea, and the warmth at home will be fer-
vent and life giving.

Our R'elaicion to the Federation I\/IOXfemeﬁt

JUDGE J. R. THORNTON, -ALEXANDRIA.

(Delivered Before the Preachers’ Institute, Alexandria, La., Feb. 8).
For a discussion of the question, ‘“Our Relation to the Federation
Movement,” with anything like intelligence, we must first ask, ‘“Who are

We?”’ and secondly, “What is the Federation Movement?” 3

Permitting us to answer for ourselves the first question, I should an-
swer it as follows:

‘WE, collectively, are a body of believers ,n Christ, who because of our
faith IN Him and repentence of sins AGAINST Him and baptism INTO His
name, and continuance in trying ot walk according to His law, claim to be
memberg of the Church of Christ.on earth. When organized into local con-
gregations we claim that these are Churches of Christ.

As individuals, we call ourselves Disciples of Christ or Christians, after
the name of the Divine Masier and Head of the Church, though occasion-
ally called by some from lack of information, and by others from lack of
good breeding, ‘“Campbelites.”

And that which differentiates us from all other Christian bodies, is our
plea for Christian Union on the Bible alone, a plea first presented to the
religious world by the people who call themselves Disciples of Christ or
Christians only, and steadily adhered to from the beginning of our move-
ment.

We believe now as we have from the beginning, that God’s people are
in all the other religious bodies who recognize the Divinity of Christ and
look to Him for salvation,and that they are Christians as well as ourselves
in spite of the human names they have voluntarily adopted as a church des-
ignation and as individual members of those churches.

We bear willing testimony to their Christian piety and Christian zeal

(Continued on Page Five.)
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Our Relation to the Federation Movement

(Continued From Page Four.)

manifested in so many good works, and to the consecration of their lives
and the sincerity of their convictions.

We are willing and pleased to have them join in our religious exercises
and we can heartily co-operate withsthem in all good: works and in all
efforts to advance the cause of the Kingdom of Christ on earth.

But we think that divisions among  God’s people are wrong, because
contrary to the expressed wish of Christ while on earth and to the teaching
of the- Apostles after his death, and because they retard the growth of his
earthly kingdom. Therefore we ask that all party walls between Chris-
tians be broken down, all party names be laid aside, and all followers of
Christ unite on the same basis on which they were united in the first days
of the Church under the teaching of the Apostles who were divinely guided
therein by the Holy Spirit given for that purpose; in other words the res-
toration of primitive and apostolic Christianity, the Christianity of the New
Testament.

This is a brief exposition of our position as I have always understood it.

And what is the Federation Movement? Permitting its promoters to
answer the question, we see that the object as defined by the late New
York Inter-Church Conference on Federation is, “To manifest the essen-
tial oneness of the Christian Churches of America in Jesus Christ as their
Divine Lord and Saviour, and to promote the spirit of féllowship, service
and co-operation among them.”

The PLAN of Federation is the establishment of a Federal Council,
“For the prosecution of work that can be better done in union than in sep-
aration.”

The OBJECT of the Federal Council is: 3

1. “To express the fellowship and Catholic Unity of the Christian
Church.

2. To bring the Christian bodies of America into united service for
Christ and the world.

3. To encourage devotional fellowship and mutual counsel concerning
the spiritual life and religious activities of the churches.

4. To secure a larger combined influence for the- Churches of Christ
in all matters affecting the moral and social condition of the people, so as

to promote the aﬁplication of the law of Christ in every relation of human
life.” X

For the promotion of these objects in communities, local branches of
the Federal Council are to be established.

This Federal Council shall have no authority over the various relig-
ioug bodies composing it for the purpose of drawing up a canon, creed, or
form of worship, or limit in an way their full autonomy; its province be-
ing advisory only in the way of sgggesting a plan of actilon in reference to
matters of common interest to the churches, local councils and individual
Christians. i

This is the plan and these are the objects of what is known as the
Church Federation movement recently inaugurated in America,

What shall be our relation to it?

I have never discussed the question with any of you nor do I know
the views of a single one of you on the subject. I believe that we ag a
beople should be pleased with the conception and inauguration of this
movement, and willing to do what we can towards the carrying out of its
plan and objects.

To me, it seems like a step in the direction of that Christian TUnion
for which we as a people are always hoping and praying.

I know that this movement does not propose the ORGANIC UNION of
Christians for which the Saviour prayed and for which we contend, nor do
I suppose that was in sthe mind of the majority of its promoters.

Still, everything that binds Christians of different organizations closer
together in mutual work and help, has a tendency to promote organic unity
in the end. :

Sometimes men build better than they know, and it may be that this
movement is the present sewing of a seed that may yet grow into a beau-
tiful tree of Christian Union under whose foliage all of Christ’s followers
may find shelter.

I know that some of our leading brethren are fearful that we cannot
enter into this movement without danger of compromising our position that

denominationalism is opposed to the teachings of Christ and hurtful to
Christianity.

But while I think their views are entitled to consideration and respect..

based as they are on their love for our grand plea, and their fear of anything

that might compensate it, I do not think we would be justified in standing
aloof from this movement.

I think it is an experiment, but one that we can well afford to risk.

If we find that the practical workings of the movement are such that
We cannot continue in it without a sacrifice or even a COMPROMISE of
PRINCIPLE, we can and WILL get out of it.

But let it not be advérsely judged in advance.

Under the system of representation provided, there will not be e);:-
ceeding three religious bodies in it having a greater representation than our-
selves.

It cannot be otherwise than that we will have a large influence in shap-
ing its plans. God has mightily prospered us in the past, and we see his
guiding hand in our movement. "

From a most feeble beginning, we have grown to be a mighty host, and
we know that the government statistics show we are increasing more rap-
idly in proportion than any religious body in the United States. And never
before in our history have we made such rapid strides as we are making at
this particular time. ;

This must be due to the fact of our loyalty to the Word of God alone
instead of to human creeds, and to our grand and distinguishing plea of
Christian Union. It may be thatsin the providence of God this movement

may have been inaugurated to help along the blessed cause of Organic
Unity among Christians.

Let us try it and prove it, at least.

Whatever throws us into more intimate and fraternal relations with
our brethren of other bodies, will help to remove the misconception in the
minds of so many as to our real doctrine and aims, which is the great draw-
back to our progress, especially in communities where we are few. in num-
bers—a misconception generally based on honest ignorance and SOME-
TIMES fostered by design.

It helps to promote the feeling of brotherly love, without which there
can be no true Christianity.

Let us not run the risk of being an impediment to the cause of Chris-~
tian Union by holding aloof from this movement which may help to pro-
mote it.

But let us in this instance apply the test of Paul: “Prove ALL things,
hold fast that which is good.”

Why We Should Have a Preachers’

Institute In Louisiana

GEORGE W. WISE, LEESVILLE.

(Delivered Before the Preachers’ Institute, Alexandria, La., Feb. 7.)

This subject is one that will admit of lengthy discussion. One in ev-
ery way worthy of our most careful consideration. And really, brethren,
I would rather undertake to discuss “Why we sohuld have a preachers’ in-
stitute in Louisiana’ than to try to tell you why I was asked to make an
address on this subject, seeing that I am almost the last arrival in the state.
It has occurred to me that it would have been much more appropriate for
Bro.. Jones or Bro. Porter or some of the other brethren that have been
here longer and know more of the needs of the state and therefore the de-
mands for such an institution. But away back yonder, I resolved that there
were two things that people must not ask me to do if they do not want me
to do my best: 1—to ask me to go home with them for dinner and (2) to
ask me to make a speech.

I believe we are here in the spirit of helpfulness, and I shall do my best
to show, you why I believe that we should have a preachers’ institute in this
grand old state of ours.

To ask why an institution is being established—Ilet it be whatever it may
—is to ask what demand is there for it, or does. it fill a now unoccupied
place in the life of that to which it pertains? The answer of these ques-
tions determines the life or death of any institution in the commercial
world and I believe “that it ought to do so with anything that pertains to
the work of the church, or the ipiritual life of men. 'This life ig Short,-and

‘too much crowded to try to press into it sOmething’ that does not make us
better and help us to do more for God, by enabling us to do more for our
fellow men. If then we cannot show that this institute fills such a place
in our efforts for the salvation of men, then I say away with it and let us
give our time, money and efforts to something that will.. So the question
arises, Does this Institute fill such a place? ' And the answer to the ques-
tion must be determined by the object of the Institute.

The best and most thorough school work that I have ever seen done in
any state is the work done in the public school of the state of Minnesota. I
do not say that their work is the best being done in the Uhnion, but I do
say that the work done there is the best that it has ever been my privilege to
observe. There might be various reasons why this is so, but I believe thg
principal reason why the great degree of success has been reached in the
school work in that state, is the perfection of the organization of the educa-
tional forces. Everything is perfectly organized, from the State Educational
Society down to the district school board. Then besides this perfect organ-
ization, the whole system has the same thing in view to be accomplished,
from the kindergarten on up. The thing to be. accomplished is the most
perfect development of the mind of the student. To this end there are
teachers’ institutes held in all the educational centers, that the best methods
of school teaching may be developed or acquired. These institutes are
held in such high esteem and held to be so helpful and to be so essential
to the best results in the school work of the state that it ig made compulsory
on the teachers to attend—the teacher missing more than three days of the
institute work forfeits his right to a certificate to teach.

But now, before making any application of this illustration, let us look
at the old Jewish world or Jewish church, for a moment. God had so
blessed Israel that in spite of her enslavement to Egypt they had grown
from three score and ten to be a great nation, and now God has heard there
cries and sent a man in the person of Moses who has led them through the
miraculous gateway of the sea out to Mount Sinai. Here God gave them
that portion of the Law written on stone, the remainder He gave to Moses
solely and Moses gave it to the people. He wrote it in a book and taught it
to the people. One of the duties of the priests of that dispensation was to
teach the people the Law, and thus at the Holy convocations the Law was
read. I believe that I do no violence to the truth to say that the chief ob-
ject of these gatherings was to keep fresh in the minds of the people the
Law of their God, so they assembled and listened to an all day’s reading of
the Law. I might say here that the Jews gave 6,114 days to the service of
God in fifty years or 122 and a half days in each year of life.

Now, then, the Jewish church had her Holy convocations, that she
might keep fresh in their minds the letter of the law of their God, and
thereby be reminded of their obligation to Him; the educational societies—
not of one state only—but of all the states, have their assemblies, institutes
or normals for the perfecting of the best methods of school work; the na-
tional guard meet in their armory halls once a week to drill and to learn
to obey commands, but once a year they meet at the encampment to receive
special instructions and go through special drills. They come home
feeling like they would like to get into a real battle. Shall we not, brother

(Continued on Page Six.)
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Christian worker, keep pace with the age of progress in which
Can we do this and neglect the privileges the Twentieth century
I believe this institute has a great mission and should be given
And

preacher.
we live?
offers us?
a place prominent in our efforts in the work of the Lord in Louisiana.
I am going to tell you just why I believe this:

We are living in a great State—a State of large possibilities, commer-

cially, educationally and religiously. If I had time I should like to speak

of the State from a purely commercial point of view, or from the education- |

al view point, but I only have the time to speak of a few things that we
ought to note as a people, and that shows why we ought to be anxious to em-
ploy the very best methods of church work.

In this State there are 1,381,625 people, more than a million of whom
fiever heard one of our preachers. We have only about 15 churches and
2.000 members with about 15 preachers. We live so far apart that we sel-
dom see each other. I have been in the state seven months and up to the
time of this Institute I had seen but one of our pastors and our State Evan-

gelist. It is easier for a preacher to grow “lop sided” than almost any
one else on earth, especially if he is off by himself as we must be in Louis-
jana. We are so &pt to get into “an old rut” and slide along like a log
sled in the logging woods of Wisconsin. We become stereotyped like the)

Sunday School teacher
ed the front of his

who attempts to follow the order of exercises print-
Sunday School book—Ilike the man that I knew up
in Northwest that used the same illustrations for any thought that he
wanted to illustrate. Such a man preaches'stale sermons and becomes
non-effective in his work. But do you know, brethren, that the only safe-
guard that any of us have against these things that render us non-effect-
work is the coming in touch with other These lives shed
on us new light and impart to us a new way of telling the old and yet ever
new truth—the gospel of our Lord. The man that shuts himself up 1o
himself pliysi(-a]ly will soon die the physical death. So it is with tha man
that shuts himself up unto himself mentally or spiritually, he will soon die.
The best illustration that I know of this fact _is the people that cal. them-
the ‘“non-progressives.” We call' them the “Anties.” They are
dying for the lack of association and co-operation, more than for the want
of gospel truth. ;

The “live wires,” “the men on the firing line,” are the men that are
all the time seeking for a more effective way of presenting the gospel mes-
and doing the work of the Lord. With the great work before us that
we have here ih Louisiana I want to urge that we nesd to employ EVERY
means and the VERY BEST MEANb possﬂ)le to get the best results.

The obJect of these meetmgs is instruction. The strong to help those'
of us who are weak. To give us instruction that will help us “to set .in
order the things that are wanting in the churches” with which we work.
To do this we must not only know the book but we must know how toap-
ply it so that it will be effective. The Book says, “if one be overtaken in
a fault restore such a one.” Now we want to know just how to go about
this and all the other problems that are ours as ~preachers and church
workers—this is the work of the Institute. And if we make this institute
what it ought to be we will go home not only with a better knowledge of the
Book but with a better knowledge of how to apply it in every day life.

in

the

ive in our lives.

selves

sage

Then as has been intimated before, we need to know each other better.
There is strength in knowing the personnel of the ministry of the State in
which we are working. It is the harbinger of contentment, and “Godliness
with contentment is great gain.” One of the qualifications of a man to do
a great work in Louisiana is to be a ‘stayer.” It is often true that in
states where we are weak that we have a transient ministry, and whenever
this is true the church will remain weak. But, brethren, I believe that the
‘“Preachers’ Institute” will go a long way toward remedying this ill. I have
seen it tried and know that it will.

We in our isolation are apt to get into a half-hearted way of doing our
work and “like priest like people” is true here. If we as the leaders of the
people lose our enthusiasm, then the whole- church drags, and yet we some-
times wonder why.

The Institutes are generators of enthusiasm. We need them that we
may become newly charged and go home and give it out to the people with
whom we have the honor of working.

Christian Woman’s Board of Missions
of Louisiana

i An interesting session of the Louisiana Board of C. W. B. M. was held
January 27th, 1906.
The resignation of Mrs.

Lloyd as member of the Board, on account of
removal from the State,

: is much deplored. We are in need of active, will-
ing workers and regret to see any such go from among us.
Every branch of church work is to share in our great “Centennial Offer—l

so the C. W. B. M. centennial committee has provided fine plans,
both for raising and for disposing of our part of this offering.

Louisiana has been apportioned $50.00 as its share of the $100,000 to be

raised before the year 1909 and that entirely outside of the auxiliary mem-
bership.

ing,"”’

Special pledge cards and leaflets will soon be ready for distribution for
this work.

Fifty dollars seems a small sum yet if we double it,
fused.

it will not be re-
The Louisiana Board has accepted the apportionment.
- The State Board appreciates the expressed good will of Bro.

Joh n A.

W.

Stevens and his generous offer to co-operate in its-work, since it realizes how
much assistance he can give the cause in this state.

The Board is highly pleased with reports of Bro. E. Lynwood Crystal’s
work at Baton Rouge and feels that the church there is very much to be
congratulated on having secured such an energetic, capable and consecrated
leader.

Literature and plans for our centennial offering will be sent to the aux-
iliaries soon and their hearty co-operation requested;Anna R. Earl,Re-
cording secretary.

is

Our national C. W. B. M. Board believes this Christian Woman’s cen-
tennial campaign will be the means of bringing to us the enlargement for
which we have so long prayed—the enlargement of our numbers and mis-

sion fields as well as of our income. Therefore we should give to this work
our best help.

An earnest effort to enlist 100,000 UNINTERESTED women to
an offering will surely result in great things.

make

Indiana is setting a fine example along this line. She was apportioned

$15,000 as her part, but is now asking to be allowed to raise $25,000. She
desires to use this money for a missionary training school and mission
rooms (offices) to be located in Indianapolis for the use of our organiza-

tion. What a fine centennial memorial this will be!

The centennial committee, through their secretary, George L. Snively,
has asked $1,000.00 per year for four years from the C. W. B. M. Board,
and also from each of our other national boards. At an executive commit-

tee meeting it was decided to approve the plan and stand by the pledge as-
signed us, providing the other National Boards do likewise.

The Louisiana C¢. W. B. M. day offerings broke all previous records.
‘We are truly thankful for the hearty interest shown by the pastors
in our work. It means much. We gladly acknowledge their strong help.

One who has been closely observing our am
ed with the management of the C. W. B. M.

sity and success of its work.”

work says: “I delight-

and amazed at the immen-
This “immensity”’ can be appreciated when we learn that during six days

in December the letters that came to the desk of the corresponding

tary, Mrs. Helen E. Moses, numbered 987 and many others came

partments of the office. -

|

secre-
to other de-

February is the month set apart for the annual
of the organization composing the Young People’ of
B. M. These contests should be held until all the members of
Sunday School (who are not adults) become members of the boys’
missionary organization.

membership contests
the C.
the

and girls’

s Department

We feel that there should be such an organization in every one of our
churches. The fostering of the missionary spirit in the young people un-
der the influence of our churches and training them for efficient Christian

service has graciowsly been entrusted to twe C: W. B M. It is a trust so

sacred and so greilt that our women should be sanctified to this service.

We rejoice to learn that the new church at Monroe has organized a
Junior and shall expect to hear great things from there.

Mrs. Wheeler sends this good report from her district: “Shreveport
Auxmary is wide-awake and full of zeal. Had a fine celebration of C. W.
B. M. day, in which seed were sown that will bear fruit for the Master soon.

The January meeting of the Auxiliary was held at the home of their cor-

responding secretary, Mrs. J. W. Allen. It was a success in every way
and the social hour greatly enjoyed. One new member was gained. All
the members of the Auxiliary take the Tidings."” Mrs. Wheeler had se-

cured eight subscribers to the Missionary Tidings—two of these being from

Monroe, where we soon hope to organize an auxiliary.

The faithful auxiliary members at Hammond are writing and planning
for advancement in their work.

The New Orleans Auxiliary has gained = four néw members and the
quarterly report was encouraging in every way. The meetings are always
interesting and profitable. The president has appointed the leaders for
the year’s meetings as well as the following committees: Program, Mem-
bership, Tidings and Literature.

A circulating library of missionary leaflets will be used by the Litera-

ture committee. MRS. J. J. ZIGLER.

WEST MONROE, LA.

R. Linton Porter, Lake Charles, La.:
I Dear Brother—I am a minister of the Church of Christ and want a
field to labor in. Bro. McCarthy tells me Yyou are to start a paper soon.

Let our people know I wish to serve some place and send me the first
copy of your paper. Your Brother in Christ,
W. H. HILL, Clarks, La.

(This letter came in time for December, 1905, number, but was mis-

{placed. ~ We take pleasure in publishing same now.—EDITOR). ;
MONTEREY, LA.
R. L. Porter, Lake Charles, La.:

Dear Sir and Brother—If you will send me a list of names of all that
you are sending the Louisiana Christian to at Monterey, I will try and col-
lect all sdbscriptions that are not paid up and will get all the new sub-
scribers that I can. I sent in a-few subscribers to the Christian when it
first came out but since that time have not sent in my own. Let me know
am due, and you might send me a few extra eoep’es for distribu-

how much I

tion. Will do all I can for the Louisiana Christian.

Bro. C. W. Sadler is minister here at present. His address is Clay-
ton, La. Yours truly, LEONARD LANEHART,

Monterey, La. ®
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Pastoral Visiting

€ CEAUDE L. JONES, SHREVEPORT.

(Delivered Before the Preachers’ Institute, Alexandria, Feb. §, 1906).

I—Its Importance

The preaching of the word ever has been and ever \\.'ill be the Ch.wf
work " of the true minister. To magnify his prophetic office by decla‘,rm.g
the oracles of God with power should be his holiest ambition. Herein is
the source of his greatest influence, here the field of his chief usefulness.
In no dther feature of his work does he feel so much like he is fulfilling .hls
divine mission as when bearing the message of salvation to a lost and dying
world. :

But while the first place belongs without question to the preach.n?g. of
the word, the second place just as indisputably belongs to pastoral VlSltll}g‘.
This is the great handmaiden to sucecessful preaching, and the two go S{de
by side, gleaming in the harvest field of the Lord. Or, to change the ht..:
ures, pastoral visiting is the John the Baptist which goes before and pre:
pares the way. However good the seed and how e'»er. fiuthf‘ul the '=0w.e1
the ground must first be made mellow and pastoral visiting is thgt which
prepares the soil of the human heart to receive the seed. ({f the kingdom.
The dynamics of the gospel have rightful place in the pu]plt,. put tt}e .gre.at
social power of Christianity should be exemplified in the ministers d‘(flly
rounds. This is made all the more essential by the fact that much of the
preaching is necessarily of an iconoclastic nature and needs to be back.ed
up by all of those gentler influences which are calculated to stem t'he. tide
of human prejudicies and even prepare the way for the new convictions.
This is the first and most important province of pastoral visiting for it has
direct relation to winning souls. It gives use the surest passport intE) L_he
confidence of the communities wherein we labor. It puts the stamp ot.sm—
cerity upon our ministry as nothing else does. It also aids very materially
in building up and holding a good hearing at regular services. For how-
ever eloquent the minister, if he does no visiting, he will very soon be com'-
pelled to face the fact of a disappearing brotherhood. Fm'theymore }Jil?[‘)l‘ﬂl V}S
iting is necessary that the minister may come within the inner circle of his
people’s sympathies. He does not come in close enough contact at the
bpublic service to know and feel as he should about those to whom he would
minister in spiritual things. In the home, around the fireside and the fam-
ily board, here is where the hidden secrets of the heart are made known,
u;\d as the under shepherd of the Lord the true minister must burden him-
self with the sorrows of his people. If there be pinching poverty he should
know it; if there be a drunken father he should know it; if a prodigal son
in some distant land, he should know it. His sympathies and counsel can-
not be given unless he sees the skeletons of the closet.

How many times a visit opens up the opportunity of a heart to heart
talk, which is of more value .to that one than a dozen sern‘xons.

But last of all, in laying due emphasis upon the importance of pasto-
ral visiting, we must not forget that it strengthens the preacher ' in his
preaching. We understand quite well that this statement is called in
‘question. There have been times when worn out by a week’s visiting among
ihe ragged edge of the church membership, which seemed to give but little
or no response to our efforts, and that, too, when we felt that we had been
bl‘evented from making thorough preparation of Sunday’s sermon in order
that we might make those very calls, that we did not hesitate to declare
that such work was a waste of time; and worse because it had hindered us
in our real and greater mission of preaching the word. But Whatever may
be true of pastoral visitation among certain classes, and at certain times,
‘we assert without fear of successful contradiction, that in general it results
in better, more effective preaching

Heart touch is necessary that we may deliver a message. We must
know the conditions and be in sympathy with those to whom we speak.
We may preach a sermon without such knowledge, but do we not all real-
jze that what we call a message has greater power for good than a set
sermon, though it sparkle with the gems of wisdom and animate and delight
with the eloquence of phrase. I am not here insisting that we ought not to

‘muke thorough and careful preparation of sermons, but I am insisting that

an essential part of that preparation be a knowledge of the people and
conditions with which we deal. If I amr asked what a minister is to do
who feels himself unable to keep up the burden of both preaching and pas-
toral visitation, my answer is do less of both, for to quit either 11together is
to quit the ministry.

II—Extent.

This question comes up for consideration in pastoral work: Upon
whom should I call and how often should I call? In endeavoring to treat
‘this phase of the topic we are mindful that no precise rules may be laid
down, and yet we wish to be just as specific as the nature of the subject
admits. Ex :

Let us say then that our first care should be to visit the sick—mnot be-
cause we are expected to do so, but because it means a rare opportunity of
doing both spiritual and temporal service. If no temporal service mﬂ)t .be
rendered, perhaps the frame of mind is such that deep and lasting spirit-
ual impressions can be made.

Next to visiting the sick, comeés that of the stranger in the community.
He has moved from his old home, breaking off old ties and 1'e1;;tiunshi1.>:=.
He and his family feel the need of social intercourse. The pastor ('ulll‘ng
ilpon them at such a time finds his visit doubly appreciated. In many in-
stances it results in immediately enlisting them in church work or attend-
ance. which is made all the more easy by their craving for human fellow-
ship. A few months later, after they have formed this acquaintance and
established themselves elsewhere the opportunity which existed will have

passed permanently away. No more fruitful field for pastoral work is to

be found than among the new comers who are not as yet identified with any

local church. A
Then there are those who by frequent attendance and close attention

evince their interest in the gospel. Such a leading. should always be fol-

lowed up by a visit from the pastor. It may not seem wise to talk with
'them about their spiritual welfare, but the visit will do great good and usu-

ally brings tangible results. But the real problem is now to be mentioned.
How often should a pastor visit the members of his congregation? It is
understood that he should visit them in sickness and sorrow, but how of-

ten should he call upon those who are in* health and happiness? This

question has assumed large proportions because all of us have felt at times
that the demand made upon the pastor’s energies and time for this kind of
visiting is unjust, not to say nonsensical. In many cases it has reduced
the minister to a sort of slavery in which there appears to be neither profit
to the Master_nor pleasure to the servant. Month in and month out, he
must make the rounds in the routine way because it is expected of him.
If he holds down his job it is not by winning souls but by losing them in
tramping from house to house—not that any real need exists, but simply
because such service is exacted of him. Such cases of servitude ought to
be investigated by the federal government in its efforts to put down peon-
age.

But what shall the remedy be? We answer, a definite understahding
with the church as to the number of times each year we are expected to
visit the members. We believe that twice each year would prove satisfac-
'tory, when once it was adopted. First, immediately following New Year,
and <eéond at the beginning of the fall. More calls are resented than ap-

plecmted on the hot summer afternoons when people are accustomed to
taking a rest.

If such an understanding as this were had with the church and faith-
fully lived up to by the pastor, it would do away with many complaints and
at the same time give a great deal more time to devote to the sick and non
church people, to whom our éfforts should be chiefly directed.

A pastor’s time belongs to his congregation. If he went before the of-
ficers of his congregation and made a thorough explanation of the present
unsatisfactory method of calling, and should then have a definite under-
standing as to the number ¢f calls to be made upon the members it would be
greatly to the advantage of the work; they would undoubtedly assume the
responsibility of fixing the number, so as to give him a better opportunity
to pursue the work which should be the real work of church and minister.
‘We strongly recommend that such action be taken, beginning with the
“Centr'ul Church of Shreveport.

III—Method. s

In this there is need of much consecrated common sense—as much
perhaps as in any of the many delicate duties of the minister's calling.
V\hen to call, how long to stay and the nature of the call to be nmde upon
pmtlculal people is to be determined by the good judgment of each pastor
and no iron clad rules may be given. In the main let it be said, one should 3
avoid either extreme\as to the length of. time. Thirty minutes is a fair
average. The afternoons will be found to suit both pastor and people, un-
less in cases where there are exceptlonal circumstances. The greeting
should be cordial and hearty but natural No child should he nveuﬂokpd

and if possible, each should be spoken to by name, especially if they attend
Sunday School. The conversation may begin about the weather, but
should not be prolonged until another change occurs. There should be
-_enough talk about business to show them that you have a real interest in
their temporal affairs, but no more. Gossip should not be indulged in.
The visit should be social but not simply a social visit. The bearing of a
minister, whether in the home of members or others, should be manly and
exceedingly discreet. His sole object here, as elsewhere, should be to ex-
alt Christ. In a deft way, the pastor should lead the conversation along
the lines of Christian service, seeking to increase the interest or impress
the importance of some neglected duty. If ‘possible, such thought should
;be given ot those who are to be visited, that there will be some particular
point in view in each visit. Some one you would like to have THEM call
upon or some special service to perform. We should endeavor to make
each. visit fruitful of definite results. Of course there will be many visits
from which we are unable tb see any good, and yet it may prove especially
fruitful in after years. The advisability of reading the Scripture and of
ha.\lng prayed where we are not asked to do s0, Is one of the questions
which the common sense of the minister will have to decide. Whether re-
quested or not, it is generally very acceptable to the aged shut-ins, the Sl(‘k
and the bereaved, though it should be proposed and carried out with thdt
dehcdte tact and spiritual insight which would prevent any offense and
leave only the very best impression. Above all things it should never . be
done “in a mere professional or mechanical manner. 1In concluding thig
paper, I would again emphasize the great value of pastoral visiting. We
can expect but little if we go about it 'in a half hearted w ay, esteeming it a
drudgery we would gladly avoid if we could, feeling bored and consequently
making a bore of ourselves. But on the other hand, if we regard it
as a great opportunity and throw ourselves into it with zeal and enthu-
siasm, we can accomplish a vast amount of good in pastoral visiting.

g In our own experience, we recall where one visit led nine into the
church. The preaching, it is true, was the great power, but that one visit
mellowed the soil so that the gospel seed might germinate and bring forth
fruitage. And how many sick and sorrowing ones are comforted, how
many weak and erring ones are strengthened by the presence of the man
of God in the home. Let us not forget our great calling, that we are
shepherds of the Lord's sheep. How indellibly that was written upon the
bruised heart of Peter as he and the Master stood that morning on the
shores of Gallilee.

Jesus saith to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than
these? He saith unto Him, Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I love thee.
He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He saith unto him again, the sec-
ond time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea
Lord; Thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.
He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?
Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, lovest thou me?
And he said unto him, Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that I
love Thee. Jesus saith unto him, FEED MY SHEEP.” And a little
later he turned and said to Peter, “FOLLOW THOU ME,” and remembering
that he went about doing good, let us, too, follow him.
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Elite Lunch Room

Short Orders Served
with Dispatch.

Seeds!

We have just received a limited supply

¢ 1 LUREBE

of field and garden seed in bulk.

Strictly High Grade

BUSINESS MEN’S LUNCH DAILY
FROM 11:30 to 2.
Next to Postoffice. Lake Charles, La.

Field Corn, Sweet Corn,
Melon and Turnip Seed; Peas
and Beans. Onion Sets.

All varieties of fresh Garden
Seed in Packages.

White Furniture Co.

LIMITED.

|

|l

‘ See us about
\
|

i Groceries.......

Seed Potatoes!

310 Pujo Street, Lake Charles, La. .

low prices on ¥ o e 5
FEED Texas 'Trading Co.

DEALER IN

MATTINGS, STOVES AND
HUSEFURNISHINGS

Furnishers of Majestic Hotel.

The Enterpris-
ing Grocers.....

MacLEOD & WOOLMAN

LAKE CHARLES,

New and
Second-Hand Goods

LA.

Lake Charles, La.

Call on us at 515 Ryan St., Lake Charles, La.

MONROE COLUMN OF LOUISIANA CHRISTIAN.

F. M. McCarthy, Minister. Mrs. J. E. Tilley, Editor.

Now for the State convention of the Christian church at Opelousas. Let

us make it the best of all.

Do not forget the offering for foreign missions the first Lord's Day in
March. Preach about it.

Our Preachers’ Institute at Alexandria was a success from every view
point. HEvery one seemed to enjoy it. Bro. Wise will have to begin to
prepare to make Leesville a success as was our first one. Hats off to
Alexandria.

! Our church has a new coat of paint and is very much improved in looks.
When we have made the contemplated improvements on the inside you
awill hardly know us. XKindly watch us improve all the time.

: Subscribe for the Christian Standard and the Louisiana Christian, only
$1.75 for both. ®

A Christian paper in every Christian home is our watchword for this
year, 1906. .

Our Junior Endeavorers are thinking of adopting a little girl from In:

dia or China.

The first Lord’s day in May is conceded to be Foreign Mission day. Do
not forget it, Brother. :

Our minister, Bro. McCarthy talked to use on February 11 on “Echoes
from Alexandria.” It made us all sorry we did not attend the Institute.
Many of us expect to go to Leesville in 1907.

Bro. L. A. Betcher, minister at Alexandria, will hold us a meeting in
May, and our minister will hold a meeting in the fall for him.

e e i ety 5 e G R B OB DRCT Ve fOr~the Standard and Louisiana Christian?

Just §1.75 for both papers.

Our pastor, F. M. McCarthy, has rooms at 221 St. John’t street, and
he says the latch string is on the outside.

All the speeches and papers should be pubblished in
Christian that were read and made at Alexandria.

We desire to thank Bro. Denholme of New Orleans for his kindness
in sending us his “Cute” little paper, “May it live long and prosper.”

All departments of our church work is on the up grade. Every one
seems to be doing their best to uphold our min'ster in his efforts to build
up our cause in Monroe, the metropolis of Northern Louisiana.

We expect to loan our pastor to the State Board to hold meetings dur-
ing the Spring and Summer in destitute places. ‘We hope every church
in the State will do likewise, and a pull altogehter w’'ll help our cause won-
derfully.

Do not forget to subscribe for the Standard and Louisiana Christian,
only $1.75 for the two papers.

Our minister will deliver the sermon ot the Knights Templar on Easter
Sunday, and also preach to the Lodge of the I. O. O. F. on their anniver-
sary.

The outlook seems to be very bright for our cause in this, our beloved
State. The watchword should be six more churches and a revival all
along the line. Let us go to Opelousas with an increased membership and
an upbuilding in all departments of church work.

Our people made a call on our beloved minister and his good wife and
gave them an unmerciful ‘“Pounding” a few evenings since. They were
completely taken by surprise. One little girl, hearing her mamma speak-
ing of pounding the preacher, said: “Oh, mamma, please don’t BEAT Bro.
McCarthy, cause I love him.”

Do not forget the Ladies’ Aid of the church will give a Bazaar in the
early part of April. 'We hope our sisters all over the State will help us by
aiding with something we can sell. Send all offerings to Mrs. J. C. Mag-
ness, our president, who will acknowledge same through the Louisiana
Christian. 2

Be sure to subscribe to the two papers, the Standard and this one.
You can get both for $1.75. Bro. McCarthy will send your subscription at
any time.

the Louisiana.

NEW ORLEANS.

’

Dear Bro. Porter—If you will divide $502 by 67, the number of people
whose names are on .our church roll, you will see that our average contri-
bution to missions last year was $7.50 each—almost twice the average for
Lake Charles people! But after all, it is not anything to boast of. We
spend many times that amount each year on luxuries. We live in elegant
homes and have a good time, while our Savior had no place to lay his head
gnd millions of earth’s people know nothing of God’s love. And just be-
cause of our selfishness. But still we claim to-be followers of the Christ
who gave all for men! Do we deserve the name Christian?

“The restless millions wait
That Light, whose dawning maketh all things new;
Christ also waits, but men are slow and late.
Have we done what we could? Have I? Have you?
A cloud of witnesses above encompass us,
We love to think of all they see and know;
But _what of this great multitude in peril,
‘Who sadly wait below?
Oh; let this thrilling vision daily move
To earnest prayers and deeds before
That souls redeemed from many lands
When Christ brings Home his own!

us
unknown,
may join us,

Ah, while we wait
Sad millions pass into the night.
‘We cannot hear the children cry
When ours are laughing in the light!
And so we wait
‘While all the wretched, weary years
The outcast trembles by unyielding gates
The victim of a thousand fears.
And still we wait,
And still the hopeless, close sad eyes;
The mothers are not comforted
For days and nights are rent with cries!
And shall we wait
Until the last soul hurries out
To darkness and long-dreaded death,
Tormented by ancestral doubt?
Ah, can we wait
And find sweet resting when our day is done
And know those sighing millions go

I ‘Without one hope at set of sun?

The Soniat Avenue Church is apportioned
sions this year. We hope to raise more than that.
Mrs. Ely and I gave a reception in our new home to the members of
the church on the evening of the 14th. It was an enjoyable occasion.
! The March offering will set the pace for the progress of our churches
during the year. God will bless us according to the measure of our love
toward all men. MARCELLUS R. ELY.
P. S.—Make Missions March March 4.

$100 for Foreign Mis-

LEESVILLE, LA.

i We have had one addition since our meeting with Bro. Stevens. Our
IBible School has grown from 23 to about 60 since we came here in No-
vember. Our Christian Endeavor held a rally Feb. 11th at 3:00 p. m.
The annual meeting of the church, which has been postponed on account of
our meetings in January, will be held Wednesday night of this week, Feb-
ruary 14. At this time the reports will be made and some plans for the
future adopted.
i The painters will go to work on the church
brighten up a little.

‘We have had a fine offering for State Missions, but let us not stop here.
Let us make our March offering the largest we have ever made for foreign

this week. We want to

GROCERY

GROCERY|CHENEVVILLE BANK

Cheneyville, Iouisiana.
Capital Stock 12,500
Surplus and Profits $10,000
Does a General Banking Business

Robert H. Jackson, Pres. Dr. R. Kil-
patrick, V. P., H. B. Landis, Cashier.

H. W. Miller

High Grade Groceries
Our Specialty.

Phones 589 and 703
Ryan Street, Lake Charles, La.

missions. G. W. WISE, Pastor.
FOR MAN

CLOTHING axb zov

See E. L. BLUM
REPRESENTING

C. LAZAD & CO., Ltd.

In Cheneyville every Saturday.

Palace Grocery Co.

LIMITED.

GOOD THINGS TO EAT

We Please the Most
Fastidious.
LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA.

H. A. Singleton Grocery Co. Bakers and Coftee Roasters, Phone 33

Lake Charles
Louisiana




L HE I OWISTAN

ASCHRISTIAN 9

How to Put New Testament Christianity
to the Front in Louisiana

(Continued Fro m Page One.)

us to preach at a place to any great extent is to establish a ch~urc¥_1 thore~
whether we have any members to start with or not. The fascination of
liberty and freedom moves the people at once.

I;ibertv is an American passion and caused the formation of our Gov-
ernment b:v the Colonists. That same passion lurks in every heart today
and just as soon as the Anrerican is shown that he is religiously lmun.rl \.”)
old Buropean e¢reed imported into this country, bearing with it its
slavery of conscience, its ensmallment of vision nad its embargo upon the
right ;n think, he usually flings it to the winds, sticks a New Testament into
his pocket and steps out, a free man, into a broader field of usefulness.

in an

OUR METHODS.

is well to make a few suggestions, that there may
work.

is not best to hold meetings and leave the new con-
verts :-:mi‘m-]e:m. Let us, however, not be extreme at this point. There
are too many thousands of our churches that were thus organized and left
pastorless, even for years pastorless, and finally won a compilete victory for
us to say too much against our fathers who did this. - We had as well tell
truth, brethren—a great per cent of our preachers today were called
into the ministry and their talent developed, on account of this apparent
clumsy method. Your speaker would doubtless have been practicing law
today but for the fact that an evangelist came along and held meetings and
organized seven churches and went off and left them. Your speaker had
to quit his school teaching and study of law and learn to preach or let
these young churches die. As a matter of fact God generally raises up a
man for such emergencies.

But don’t understand me to recommend this plan. I only say that it
is better than no plan, and that it has been too Successful to be severely
criticised by those of us who are standing on the shoulders of the men
who used that plan or rather lack of a plan.

A method that I recommended, and that we used for years in Missis-
sippi, and by it doubled and trebled that state, I will have to recommend
here, as I have learned nothing better.

head, it
to our

7 the least, it

Under this
permanence
T

be

0O S

the

PASTORAL EVANGELISM.

In conversation with Mr. Oliver, a *Catholic priest, J was led to ask
him the method used in keeping Catholicism to the front. I felt that, to
say the least, Catholicism had been an evangelistic success. T asked him
how they managed to establish new' Catholic churches. I asked him for
instance what he would do if he was priest at West Point, Miss., and there
were a_half dozen or a dozen Catholics at a small, or any other kind of a
town near by that wanted a Catholic church established. I also asked him
how it was with their system, as to who was responsible for these or any
other scattered Catholics.

His reply was about as follows: ‘“With us a scattered (fatholic, or group
of Catholics unorganized are a part of the parish of the ]‘)riést nearest to
them. He is responsible for their growth and pastoral care.

It is his place to. see that they have services as often as possible and
that a Catholic church is organized at that point as soon as advisable.

He said that the priest nearest to them felt responsible for whatever it
was possible to do with them and for them ‘in the way of building up the
cause at that point.

I asked him if they had a fund with which to help build Catholic
church houses at such places? He answered: “No, we don’t think that
would be best for them. If they go to work and build themselves a church
by soliciting all the Catholics and Protestants alike, for funds and giving
themselves all that they are able and sometimes more, they will appreciate
their church and live in peace anad prosperity in it.”” He made the further
point that it was not their rule to force a church on a group that did not!
want it. He said that a church to succeed, must be born of an abiding “de-
sire for a church home. He said if it was forced upon them it was an un-

i

welcome burden and responsibility thrust wupon a community that would
never be a success because never quite welcome.
Now while their idea of a church and ours is quite different, at the

same time there is food for thought to us in what he says—at least to this
extent, that, where we have, say two groups that are not organized, one
anxious for a church and another that is not, T believe we should go first
to the place that is calling loudest, and as long as there are groups that are!
calling for help to go to them rather than to places where you have to hunt
up and enquire after the members in order to find them at all.

I do not wish to recommend “Antiism?” nor its methods as a rule, but
I wish to say that they have at least one good idea, and that idea is both
a Methodist and a Catholic idea. I refer to their sending their preacher
out to hold at least one or two meetings each year at points nearest their
churches. A vacation is often given our preachers and they act the ‘“hero’”
in spending their vacation “Evangelizing”’—but where do they do their

work? Answer: Away off half way across the continent, most likely where
their wife’s’ mother lives. What our preachers need is to fall into the
Methodist-Catholic “Anti” idea of holding meetings- in the immediate sec-
tion where they live. If they would prepare for such meetings uall along
through the year, and then take with them some of their best singers zmd
workers when they went, success would always, or nearly always fbl]n\v.

{ The evangelistic pastor will teach his membership® and choir all along
during the year that they have a nearby responsibility and that they must
hold a great meeting at this nearby station. They should make it the

prayer and pride of the church to reproduce their congreg
into existence another child to look after and build up. The evangelistic
pastor will not only do this but look out from among his flock young men
of consecration who have talking talent and teach them that they must go
and talk to these nearby stations, and especially those young churches es-
tablished by the mother church. These young men before they think about
it have a passion to serve God in the ministry. So you see brethren, that
not only has the church duplicated itself but®the preacher has duplicated
himself as well.

Another thing along the line of Pastoral Evangelism that is worthy of
mention and strong recommendation is the “once a month” preaching sys-
tem. There is not a state in the Union where we are strong that has not
been made strong on account of this system. There are churches in Mis-
souri, Illinois, Kentucky and every other state in the district where we

ation by bringing

are

strong, whose membership could possibly buy out the membership of any
three or four churches in Louisiana, and at the same time they have
preaching but once a month. Have they succeeded? Yes sir, they are the
leading churches in the towns where they are situated. I have been
through the North, through the very heart of our brotherhood and must go
again this year, so I am told, and I have been studying and shall continue
to study their methods of doing things. The once a month church is in evi-
dence é\'erywhere. I will venture that there are 500 Christian preach-
ers in Missouri whose time is divided between two or more churches. They
regard these country churches and small town churches very largely as the
source of supply, or to use a military phrase, “the base of supply.”

And this leads me for a moment to trespass upon Bro. Lanehart's ter-

ritory. 3ut it cannot be too deeply impressed and he will pardon the in-
fringement.
COUNTRY EVANGELISM.
‘“Mene mene tekel upharson”—Weighed in the ©balance and found

I wish I had telephonic connection with every -one of our 7,000
I want to tell them that the birth rate in the
towng and cities is gradually and yet rapidly declining. . The American pop-
ulation is to say the least, being very largely born in the country. The fact
is that town and city women are bearing only a few children comparatively.
The multitude is born from the unsophisticated country mother. This is
not only true now but growing more wonderfully true every day. The ‘“race
suicide’” hobby of our great President is not a hobby but a real living horse.
It is a fact. Now then what shall we do to be saved? What shall we do
in order to bring New Testament Christianity to the front in Louisiana?
The answer is THE CHILDREN! THE CHILDREN! THE CHILDREN! But
where are the children? The answer is that four fifths of them are in the
country and in the small village. The church that saves the country and
small village saves the town and - saves the city. 'The more prosperous
people come from the country to the small village and from the village to
the town and from the town to the city.

wanting.
preachers at this moment.

If you ask why the towns and cities are full of Methodists, I answer,
THE CIRCUIT RIDER! THE CIRCUIT RIDER! The country circiut is the
dynamo of Methodism.

We are weak as water at this point, and growing weaker. Our fathers
were strong at this point and the middle states are still wide awake to the
example set by the fathers. This Southern belt of our people are city mad,
city crazy, while the country, the base of supplies, is being almost alto-
gether neglected.

The handwriting is on the wall and reads plainly. We must open up

the country districts, or else we will never bring our cause to the front in
Louisiana. .But how shall we do it, some one asks. The answer is, THE
PASTORS! THE PASTORS!! Let the pastors take up this matter of the

country and small village as side lines to their town and city work. This
was the plan we used in a great measure in Mississippi and the plan now
being used in all the states where we are to the front.

7 i 3 oard is a_good thj nd we
. The rural evangelist under the state boa is a g VP

ought to have at least one as soon as possible, but this will retard the work
of keeping our large town and city work going, and shut off our growing
financial supply and thus weaken the. work already marked out. Our pres-
ent undertaking from a state missionary standpoint, is to enter the towns
and cities ag rapidly as possible, and whatever increase we have in finance
from new churches thus established to go towards enlarging this line of
work. So I see nothing that we can d@o at present for the country and vil-
lage except what the pastors can do. f some one says it is impossible for
our pastors to enlarge that work, I will say look ye, at the Methodist
preacher and remember meanwhile that they never have had any other
kind of an evangelistic system for the country, town or anywhere else,
cept that participated in by the If your church would die
scatter off on account of you being gone a week or two holding one of these
much needed meetings, the sooner such church dies the better. If the pas-
tor will teath the church that this is a part of the reason for their exist-
ence, and the purpose for which they were organized, and keep in touch
with them as to “how goes the battle,” asking for their prayers while you
are in the meeting, and make them feel that THEY are holding the meet-
ing, they will be stronger on your return than when you left.

ex-

pastors. or

Finally, Brethren, let the state board for the present take care of the
campaign along city and large town lines, and let each pastor feed the
multitude closest to him, and let each church feel that opening up new

points near by is mission work just as much as that done by our society,
and we will bring New Testament Christianity to the front in the short-
est time possible.

May our God help us to work and pray and hope till the pennant of
victory waves from our uplifted staff of toil. Let us make the throne of

God specially acquainted with our needs and He will never turn us away.
Amen and Amen.

BATON ROUGE.

<

I came home from the Institute full of the conviction that it has come

to stay and be an ever growing help in the work we are trying te do  in
1the State. My hope is that the ministry of the State is now a permanent
one in order that the work may have its growth unhampered. Another

thing I hope to see is the attendance of all our elders, deacons and Sunday

School teachers upon the sessions of our next Institute.

This year it is our turn to furnish the preacher for the baccalaureate
sermon before the class of the State University and the man will be Bro.
Z. T. Sweeney. We feel that this will be a splendid event for the cause
we love in the State of Louisiana.

The mind of all the brotherhood is being called to t
the appeal of World-wide Missions. Louisiana is rapidly learning the
of progress and the delight of large things so it will of necessity be that
churches come up to answer this call with the full apportionment.
church at Baton Rouge is making an effort to reach the full
for all the interests among us.

ake cognizance of
joy
our
The

apportionment
E. LYNWOOD CRYSTAL, Minister.
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Church Discipline

H. M. POLSGROVE.
Delivered before the Preachers’ Institute at Alexandria, La., February 8.

The importance of this subject cannot be estimated. The well regulated
family recognize discipline as the foundation stone upon which rests the
structure of parental bliss. The army must acknowledge discipline as a
necessity, else have their ranks invaded with rebellion, anarchy and hatred
of country. The church must pass under the stern hand of discipline which
is but .the pruning knife, with which to cut the fruitless branches. It is the
power that withers the barren fig tree, and the spade that casts out the
salt that has lost its savor. How often we approach it with fear and
trembling, becauses it arouses in the’offending party, more or less a spirit
of rebllion, retaliation, schism, discussions, debates, envyings, wraths, strifes,
backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults, removing preachers, and when
we think of all this, there comes an awful HUSH, and the Devil moves on.
Brethren, what shall we do? Here we are, and far away from our charges.
Shall we urge and recommend a strict discipline such as God’s blessed word
provides for our use? Most assuredly. The earthly parent's discipline is
to train the boy or girl for circumstances, pursuits, occupations, an@ pro-
fessions, all of which terminate with the brief training school, fitting us
for an eternal commencement day. For the accomplishment of this great
work we must not only be preachers, pastors, teachers, but disciplinarians as
well. To discipline is to educate our people in the laws pertaining to
this great subject. Church life, as is any other life, is only intelligible
when it is regarded as education or discipline. Men may mar, fight against
and contradict the divine purpose of God, with creeds and “home made”
rules, vet the world is beginning to see that through all of our church life
it is the word that guides, and in the word we are beginning to see ’'tis He
not it; He, not they, who corrects, and regulates our lives and actions in this
world. The work falls at last, mostly upon the minister, who should be a
gzood disciplinarian, who is ready to accept the fact that the world is God's
foot stool or nursery, where He keeps his little ones, that through His
servants, (the minister) He may teach them how to lilve, what to do and
how to do it, that they may be well fitted to live in a mansion after a while,
with the full grown men and women of God. We are like the boys upon
the training ship, our first days and years are spent in the harbor, floating
back and forth the length of its rusty chain while the old ship is sent out
occasionally for a short cruise with but little thought of getting anywhere in
particular, the main_ object being to train the lads that they may be able
some day, to go somewhere and do something when they get there. The
cruise of life is a short one and the pains and homesickness of the journey
will be hard to endure, if he who makes the trip does not understand that
he is only getting ready, while here, for the life beyond. The guiding
principle for the earthly parent should be his conception of what is good
for his child. The heavenly Father has given only that which will bless and
help us on. I know it is easy to say things and smile when the sunshines,
but remember that when the curtain of night falls about the earth, then
is the time for the stars to shine that they may make bright the path for
the traveler.

The easiest class of church people with whom we have to deal is the

—— — im-faee -to-—faee,-tell -his cendition
plainl?, win his confidence, preach him Jesus, and with but few exceptions,
we will be able to drive out darkness, and place Jesus on the throne of his
“ heart. To these we must not deliver a doubtful message or a message that
would produce a doubt. We believe God’s word, the gospel to be the power
of God unto salvation. If we have toiled all the night and taken nothing,
let us at the Master’'s command say, “at hty word I will,” and cast our
nets upon the other side, and take the multitudes for Jesus. The lazy church
wan is a harder person with whom to deal. He is never ready, always late
at Sunday school, feels too-bad to study the lesson, has the ‘“grip’’ on prayer
meeting night, T mean the grip on the daily paper, or the business prob-
lems of the day, all of which ends with the happy conclusion, “they won't
miss me any way tonight.,” He is never in a hurry on Sunday, often too
sick to eat on that day, even though the Lord should invite him to the
communion table, usually feels better by the time wife returns, and if she
would make him a little coffee, a small loaf of bread, fry half a dozen eggs,
broil that pound of steak, and pass him a quarter of that nice vinegar pie,
he could make out until his appetite returns. After dinner he thinks he will
feel better if he can take a little walk down town. What shall we do with
hin{? The pastor who will give me an ounce of sure cure for such a
disease, shall surely have his reward. A harder class still to discipline is the
indifferent or dead Christian (?) any thing is good enough. Those who see
no difference between darkness and light. ‘“The lodge is as good as the
church,” “I don’t see any harm in that,” ‘“The dance is as good as the
prayer meeting,”” “One church is as good as another.” It is here that we
preachers often appear upon the scene and offer the poor little weak brother
a “suggestion,” just a ‘“‘suggestion,” “I never thought of it before, but merely
offer it as a suggestion, yvou can take it for what it is worth.” Brethren
beware of this subtle modern heresy that a class of people like this can be
saved by a mere ‘“suggestion.”” We have a gospel which is the power, which
will, if rightly applied, save men, but we have no suggestion with power
enough to rescue him from death. I know the gospel is what they need,
can you tell me how to get them to accept it? It is with deepest sympathy
we note the censure, rebuke, reproof, yea the curses heaped upon the tramp
(who has become known everywhere as a professional dead beat because he
steals a ride under a box car to the city) while the professional church tramp
is praised and given a seat- of honor because he can '‘pay his way to
MardiGras, ride in—a Pullman sleeper, live sumptuously every day, and
nothing said as to his attempt to enjoy all the blessings of a church life, and
steal a ride into heaven if he could on a pass issued and signed by himself,
viz. “I am too poor, not able-to do anything.”

Brethren, the pathos of the situation is in the fact (largely) that these
same persons hold in their hands the book of God, that was made to be
read, believed, obeyed, followed, which will lead the lost out upon the
highways of our king. Ministers, this is the only book in the world that we
can preach. It will lead us along that road where we will meet with heroes
and saints, where the very angels of God come down and journey with the
wayfarer, where we will often hear the sweet songs of David, and where the
laughter of children and the tears of women will often meet us in the way.
It may lead us some times across torrents, along deep and dangerous chasms,
but above all may be heard the thundering voice of Jehovah saying, “this is
my beloved Son, hear ye him.”

We
Hawkin’'s splendid report of the Preachers’ Institute.

give most of our editorial space this month to Bro.
Read it.

Otis E.

Love and Life

Sermon delivered by E. Lynwood Crystal, Baton Rouge, before the
Preachers’ Institute, Alexandria, February 6th, 1906. Text—I John, 3:14.

The coming of Christ into the world was the most revolutionary event
in the history of the race. The issue of His life was the most essentially
potent system that the world has ever seen. Its dynamic force has shattered
into unrecognizable atoms, every system of philosophy and religion with
which it has come into open conflict. Its creative power has builded in the
place of embodied error, not a new school of philesophy, but a new society
animated by a new principle. New conceptions were born and for the
interchange of -thought a new vocabulary was a necessity. Old terms were
infilled with a_new rheaning and the thought of the world was pitched on a
higher plane. Where Christ has not been made known, “sin” and ‘“redemp-
tion” have no meaning. - “Life” and “death” are known only by their physical
manifestations. In a very large and degrading sense life is no more than
raiment. =

It must have been with the feeling of amzement and mystification that
the world first heard the words ‘“I came that ye might have life and have
it more abundantly.” The mind of man must have staggered in its effort
to comprehend the meaning of the Savior’'s words “I am the way, the
truth, and the life,” until the life and death and resurrection of Jesus fur-
nished an adequate commentary on their meaning. Where the meaning of
tife has been understood at all it has been learned to be the privilege and
power of being a factor in the edification of the race and the betterment
of the world. :

From the depth of its degredation the word ‘“‘love” was rescued, purified
and made to bear a new message to the heart of man. Hitherto it was
freighted®*with sensuality and even in its loftiest tones spoke only an instinct
born of the relationship of flesh and blood. In the vocabulary of Christ it
was made to bear the message of sacrifice and devotion. It marks the char-
acter of one who looks not on the things that are his own but looks rather
to’the interests of all his fellow men.

In the revelation ,of God  Love and Life are presented to us sO
vitally related that the one is declared to be the evidence of the other.
Yea more than ,f-this. in the revelation there is seen the fact that love is
indeed the source of life “for God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish but have
eternal life,”” Love on the part of God provides the way and the means of
life whose evidence is love, as truly as His voice spoke the universe into
being.

The most dwarfing quality of the human heart is selfishness. He who
moves only in the realm and direction of self interest, moves in an ever
contracting orbit until his little heart is atrophied because of its continual
compression and his life reaches the zero .point in the scale of personal and
social value. Loneliness and misery ‘are the oppressing and depressing ac-
companiments of the selfish heart as the evening draws on, and into the
deepening darkness of the falling night no star sheds a beam of hope. The
miser and the hermit awaken only a sense of somewhat scornful pity in the
hearts of those who look upon their lives.

The world honors, praises, loves an unselfish loving man, and very
seldom is mistaken in the estimate that it puts upon him. If I would
have many friends I must love much. . . Z;

If love abide in my heart and manifest itself in my life there comes back
to me the greatest return for the investment that ever came to man. To me
there is an even enlarging estimate of Yife, greater possibilities and brighter
hopes. Where love is enthroned a new empire exists, its borders ever
widéning and its subjects ever increasing.

The interpretation of my life, both as to the intent and the extent of
its worth.is found in the objects and quality of my love. On "the field
of Mukden the shattered form of a little Japanese drummer boy was taken
up and buried. The news of his death was sent to Tokyo. The parents
were of the humblest class, the mother a domestic, the father a common
laborer. When the father heard the story of their own loss he stretched
himself to the fullest height and said: “We are nothing and will never
be anything, we never had anything but our boy but we could give h'm to
die for our country.” That is patriotism.

Christianity is not a system of abstract doctrine however splendid, but a
line of conduct. Its system of doctrine is the revelation of a life of love,
constraining and transforming those who pause to seriously contemplate its
glory. The profession of my faith speaks loudest in’ the action of my .love.

But love not only affects my attitude to the world but, to the limits
of an influence that only God can measure, the world is affected by my love.
Let love be crowned as the reigning principle of all human action and the
world would be transformed. A system of love as contrasted with a
system of law to the glory of the former is seen no where more clearly
than in the treatment of the leper under each. TUnder the law his own voice
must be lifted to warn all from approaching him by continually crying “un-
clean.” TUnder the system of love He who was its embodiment came near
and to the poor outcast said “Be thou clean.” Robt. Louis Stevenson among
the lepers of the island of Molokai sees the great extent to which love can
lead and tells again in his own forceful way the story of Damien’s life of
sacrificing love. This man shut with his own hand the door of his own
social exclusion that he might give some modicum of comfort and ministra-
tion to those rotting remnants of human flesh. This is the voice of love
speaking in deeds of mercy. 4

Love looks into the depths and divines the hidden treasure. It discerns
the spark of manhood or womanhood and can arouse the flame when any
other quality or force would quench it. Of one ‘“who loves it may always
be said:: “The smoking flax he will not guench.” The awakening of
the spark of manhood in Owen Kildare is demonstrative to the everyday need
and power of love.

The pierced hand is held out in beckoning love
have férsaken and the world is grown lonely there is ‘“one who sticketh
closer than a brother.” In Him “we pass from death unto life’’ and are
transformed into a new creature. Behold what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God: and such
we are. For this cause the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him
not. Beloved, now are we children of God, and it is not yet made manifest
what we shall be. We know.that, if He shall be manifested, we shall be like
Him; for we shall see Him even as He is.”

“If our love were but more simple,
We should-take Him at His word;
And -our lives would be all sunshine
In the sweetness of our Lord.”

as

to all. If friends

Don’t fail to read the misionary record of the Soniat church in Bro.
Ely’s letter.




THE LOUISIANA CHRISTIAN

11

RAISING MONEY BY ENTERTAIN-
MENTS.

“I would like to have your opinion,”

says one, “‘as to whether it is right to

raise money for church purposes by
giving picnics, suppers, entertain-
ments, ete.’

There is no specific Bible prohibition
of money-raising for church purposes
by picnies, suppers or entertainments,
But it would require a freak of the
imagination to picture the men of the
early church—men like Peter and
Paul—urging the followers of the
meek lowly Jesus to sell tickets
litera . v

and
musical and entertain-
ment for the benefit of any church or-

Those clear-headed lead-

for a

ganizatiop.

would have known, as the wise

ers
leaders of to-day know with profound
conviction, that the buying of a ticket
to

the

entertainment is not giving to
that offers a
giving sets

an

church. Any plan

substitute for genuine a

lower standard for God's people than
a plan which leads to giving without

thought of return to the giver.
And just so far as it is wrong to re-
» a4 high standard with a lower, at

so far it is wrong to replace free
giving ith a mercantile transaction
in which a buyver, who is falsely sup-
posed to be a giver, gets a good per-
centage of earthly return for his mon-
Not fact bevomingﬁ

and more apparent to the Chris- |

ey. only is this
more
tian of to-day, but he is learning that, |
from the of
time and strength as compared with
the result in money, an organized ef-
fort to secure actual giving is far more
profitable than the ofttimes desperate
to an entertainment
Men and women and children
ought to be asked to give. It is good
for them to be asked, and better yet

standpoint of econcmy

struggle make

“pay.’’

[ el

ALEXANDRIA, LA.

G e

¢ The Institute has come and-gone. It was a great success in every way.
Alexandria is proud of the men who stand in the pulpits of the Churches of
Christ in Louisiana. I wish every one of these men would write this motto
and place it in a place where he can see it every day and all day: “Let us
\not grow weary in well doing, for in due season we shall reap if we faint
not.”” I have,K mixed up a large can of mucilage, composed of love, pa-
‘tience and head work, which we shall apply every time there are indica-
tions ‘of slipping. How many of us will meet at Leesville next year? I
hope we: shall all be there with five more new preachers added to our num-
her:.

: Judge J. R. Thornton is in Washington, D.
the Supreme Court. We miss him greatly.

Three of our best workers have left us, Sister Spafford goes to Watson-
ville, Cal., and Sister Rinehardt is in Onley, Ill.

What shall we do for Foreign Missions this year? Let us do all we
can for Home Missions, but don't get one sided. An evenly loaded wagon
will carry two tons better than it can one ton on one side.

3ro0. -Porter, the Louisiana Christian is a splendid paper.
will find its way into every Christian home in Liouisiana.

L. A. BETCHER, Minister.

C. He has a case before

I hope it

JENNINGS.

Five added this month, three by confession and baptism, two by state-

ment.

Dr. E. D. Hall and little daughter, Elgie, who have been visiting in
Iowa, have returned home.

Bro. O. E. Hawkins of Crowley, and the Jennings pastor, exchanged

pulpits Sunday, February 11. It was certainly a rich treat to meet with
the brethren at Crowley and enjoy an exchange of Christian greetings.
The writer and Bro. O. E. Hawkins on their return from the Institute
at Alexandria stopped at® Rayne and preached one sermon on Friday eve,
9. A large crowd gree(ed us and one young man made the good
confession. There are others ready to follow. The work at Rayne is pro-

gressing nicely.

The Institute at Alexandria was a decided success. Bro. and Sister
Betcher are certainly great generals. They were perfect masters of the
situation. The splendid entertainment, the hearty handshakes and the

words of cheer that came from all parts of the State, made us feel that we
were in the very Eden of the Master’s Vineyard. The addresses were filled
with choicest bits of food so necessary to our growth' in Louisiana. May
we all live to share the joys of another. H. M. POLSGROVE, Minister.

Don’t Use Big Words.

In promulgating your esoteric cogi-
tations, or articulating your superficial
sentimentalities, and amicable, philo-
sophical or psychological observa-
tions beware of platitudinous ponder-
osity. Let your conversational com-
munications possess a clarified con-
ciseness, a compacted comprehensible-
ness, consistency, and a
concatenated cogency. Eschew all cen-
glomerations of flatulent garrulity,
jejune babblement and asinine affecta-
tions. Let your extemporaneous d
cantings and lin])remedimted
tions have intelligibility and veracious
without rhodomontade
thrasonical bombast.
all profundity,
prolixity, osittaceous vacuity, ventrilo-

coalescent

expila-
vivacity, or
Sedulously avhid
polysyllabic pompous

quial verbosity and- vandiloguent vas

pidity.—Exchange.

meeting at
with

closed a
Va., Dec.

Herbert Yeuell
W.

Parkershurg, 26th,

71 additions.

Oak Park, Ill., whose
do business
Chicago, it difficult to
maintain family worship, has prepared
a little manual called “Four Weeks of

A minister in
the

and

men for most part in

who find

Family Worshi for Busy Homes.” If
other pastors think that>they might
find it of use, more copies will be

printed, and the type will be held for
a few days. A sample will be sent free
to any one interested, so long as the
present supply lasts. Request should
be made to Rev. W. E. Barton, D. D.,
Oak Park, Ill. If the sender prefers,
he may inclose 10 cents, which just
covers cost and postage.

The new $17,000 church at Pontiac,
I11;, was dedicated on Dec. 17.

for them to give when they are asked,
_ and to do so with no thought of whgbt LAKE CHARLES Alexafidria. T.a
L - =

-afford to be without.

ten,

they will get for their money.—F. E.

Mallory, Topeka, Kan., in Christian
Standard.
MORROW.
Dear Brother . Porter:, Enclosed
find one dollar; fifty cents for last

year’s (or rather, 1905) subscription,
and fifty cents for 1906. Please
change my P. O. address from Mor-
row to Florence, Avoyelles parish, La.,
Yours fraternally,
JAS. A. DUNBAR,
Florence, La.
Per G. G. Scott.
Brother Porter: I send you subsecrip-
tion ($1) for J. A. Dunbar, as per his
request. When Brother Wilson was
with us in September or October I
gave him $2 which I told him to place
to my credit on subscription list. If
you let who in ar-
rears here in Morrow I will try to col-
lect amount due. I have been giving
from $2 to $5 extra from time to time
for the support of the Louisiana Chris-
tian, and expect to continue to do so,
if T can. We all regret more than we
can express to lose dear Brother Wil-
son, our pastor and editor. We appre-
ciated him very much as man, preach-

and oblige.

will me know is

We wish you suec-ss
and in all your work.
Yours fraternally,

G. G. SCOTT.

and editor.
with the paper,

e

Useful.
Agent——Here is a book you can’t

-

Victim—I never read books.

“Buy it for your children.”

“I have no family—only a cat.”

“Well, don’t you need a good heavy
book to throw at the cat sometimes?”
—Cleveland Leader.

Fifty-six in two weeks, with un-
abated interest is the word from Ful-

Every department of work is not only in a healthy condition but is
busily at work.

Our State Mission offering was $200.00, and we have more to spare if
necessary to capture that silk banner of Sister Stevens. -
to the

March 4th is Foreign Mission day. Hand in your offering
secretary on or before that day.
On March the25th the church will take an offering for the purpose

the parsonage debt. Be sure to be on

Of course the preacher ‘and all of the
also. Some one has said
“Workers, jerkers and

of making the first payment on
hand to have a part in this work.
officers will be there, but let every member be there
the church,

there are. three classes of people in
shirkers.” TLet see who will be the workers on that day.
ROY LINTON PORTER, Minister.
LAFAYETTE.,
Lafayette, La., January 26, 1906.

Dear Brother Porter: Inclosed you will find one dollar. Please apply
to state missions. We can’t afford to let the great day pass without adding
our mite, and maybe some sweet day in the near future the eye of faith
will be turned Lafayetteward, and the power of the Gospel brought to bear
against the powers of sin and Rome.

Wishing you success for the silk banner, we remain yours in the Faith,

Mr. and Mrs. U. H. Wickiser.

(Bro. and Sister Wickiser hold their membership at Lake Charles. This

dollar sent in by them for state mission was the “first fruits” of a great
harvest.—Editor.)
Lake (Charles reached the $200.00 mark for State ‘Mission. And
announces she has more in reserve if necessary to take that silk ‘banner.
Don’t fail to read that splendid address of John A. Stevens. It will

prove a great inspiration to every disciple in the state, and a special com-
fort to every scattered disciple.

The Preachers’ Institute was great- The next gathering will be the
State convention June 26th with the First Christian Church of Opelousas—

vet to be established. Will you be there? ’
Several of the brethren could not get their Institute addresses to us
in time for this number, and as we had more material than we could well

use for this month we will be .compelled to hold over till the March number
—several papers that really reached us in t'me for this issue.

About $750.00 has alreody
New Orleans; Jennings,
be heard from. The
1906 as good as
If not is not too

Missions was dead?
Morrow, First Church,

Who said Louisiana
been raised with Cheneyville,
Hammond and a host of scattered disciples yet to
“Battle Cry” of “$1000.00 for Louisiand Missions “in
realized. Have you had a part in this great work?

is

it

Mo.

late yet.

Dear Brother Porter: I wish to say
that I am greatly pleased with the
first number of the Louisiana Chris-
tian under your management, and
predict for it a great success if our

brethren will only do their part in
subscribing as well as you do your
part in editing. Since the birth of

the paper I have sent the editor five
dollars annually as my subscription,
the last check havinggbeen sent to
Bro. L. C. Wilson from North Caro-
lina in 1905. I now enclose check
for that sum for which you can send
me one copy of the paper for 1906,
and send the remaining nine to needy
brethren you may think they will do
good. Fraternally,
THORNTON.

U 24
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Reader, do you know anything you

would like for some one else to know?

Then write it to the Louisiana Chris-
tian and we will tell it for you.

Watch Louisiana missions grow!
Watch close, or the next time you
take a look, it will have grown so you
will not recognize it as the thing you
started out to watch.

The First Church in Canton, Ohio,
has just closed a remarkable meeting
with the home minister doing the

preaching. The meeting lasted seven

weeks. There was never an invitation
given without some omne responding.
The last night 10 came. Never less

than 1, sometimes 20 and 30, and as
high 42 came at one time. The
total number of additions was 5886.
48 were children 13 years of
age, 188 were males, 398 females. The
number baptized was 501. The num-
ber received by letter was 56, received
from the denominationsg 181, of which
29 had theretofore been im-

as

under

number
mersed.
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Sells the Best of Everything
. EVERYTHING CAPITAIL, SURPLUS AND UNDIVDED PROFITS Nl e
$300,000.00 LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA
. Men, Women and LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA

Child\ren Wear.
LAKE CHARLES, LA. I\IVITEQ\ D POSI,FS

HAR

Ra

Our Knives and Razors are
sharp. Get one. If you are
1 sharp you will come to us
when you want hardware.
Honest value for the money.

e o Ml - 167 G.'T. Rock Hardware
_ SAVINGS DEPARTMENT DT V" ror Prices [ | Co.dtd
Deposits of $1.00 and upward Received SHREVEPORT, LA.. i |

; First National Bank

LAkE CHARLES, LA.

The Oldest Bank in Southwest
Loouisiana. FEstablished in 1889.

NOTES FROM THE STATE EVANGELIST. Eler all available room would be taken a half hour before preaching. Crowds
bR S e | would ecome in from the -country that could not get inside the door. There
were over sixty additions, most all of them by confession and baptism.

JOHN A. STEVENS.

Fitzsimmons says that ‘“the best way to whip a competitor is to have |
whipped the last one you had a fight with.” We do not quote this because
e any.respe(‘t on e pro.fession o AR ok e e B .to brn]ﬁ" The Sunday School was almost doubled during the meeting. Junior
forwm';l a plece of common phllﬂs‘ﬂph). A betteru\\:_\lf of OM)I%S“]S e and senior Endeavor Societies were organized, and the p€ople seemed hap-
St oug roba =5 ‘Bach victor Vi elp you some ner to ,

1Ame”t 10ught would probably be Bach victory wi elp yo ne o (7 by and ‘hopeful .
win.
Brethren, we come out of the] esdiute Susied w1t.h JABoEy We are| re richer and moré useful by joining Brgthers B. B. Tyler, L. L. Carpen-
" better men, better women for having attended the Institute. Coming away fon HC D Pheer OhATTes Medbnirv and others for & 10 davs’ trip* to ithe
from Alexxandria with victory perched upon our staff practically meaps that | f79]y TLand-—hence I leave tomorrow for New York and expect to sail Feb-
a great state convention awaits us. Let us keep on cheering till Tuesglay Tuary 8§ at 6 a. m. A complete program has been prepared. There will
pight, June 26th, when some of our number will preach the opening ser-|jpe many lectures during the journey from some of the most prominent men

mon at the Opelousas convention. on board. All hotel bills, guide fees, etc., have been met, hence there will
In speal:lng of victories I should not forget to mentlon the greatest be nothing to do but to fill our hearts and souls with the great sights

2.
a6
= . - SIS umrmlccmv Infoﬁgﬂ e T O ‘vnere Jesus walked while clothed in human flesh.

gone ‘‘clean out of sight” and hundreds of scattered disciples not heard Various places have asked for a lecture when we return hence I ex-

from. Will these isolated brethren send in contributions to State mis- '1)eet to carry a camera and secure many views to make the lecture more
sions? Why certainly they will. = A goodly number have already done s0|impressive: I am trying to eliminate all selfish motives from this trip. I
and it was only a matter of the corresponding secretary writing to them. pray that I may go in the spirit of the Master and that his cause may be
They are Christians and we all knew what that means. They will “give helped by our going. Many of the places where meetings have been 1;1'0m-
till it bleeds” if necessary. We are counting on large help from those who ised may have to be a little patient, but I will reach New York April 19, on
have no church to support. To not-support some religious work among my return, and I hope to take up the work with more zeal than ever before.
our people is to “Rob God.” (see Malachi 3:8) and our people are not|All letters directed to Weil, La., will be sent to me during my absence. I
robbers. They are far behind with their gifts to the Lord's work. So|beg an interest in the prayers of my brethren while I am making the 16,000

Some twelve or fifteen of them were of Indian descent, hence they own
much of the finest land and real estate in and around the town and are
\ g

among the bekt citizens of the Indian Territory.

I am sorry to leave my work for an hour but I think I can make my

brethren, let every disciple join in and make the offering unanimous. mile trip in the name of Jesus. Please pray that Jesus may use me and
| I Bro. LaneBart says: “Some evangelists get on the altar at $50 or $75 | bring me back to my native land and Jloved ones.
‘ a week, and you just can’t hardly get them off at all!” We might have God be with you till we meet again. Humbly and Fraternally,
| made this quotation without giving the name, and most Louisiana preachers |, JAMES L. HADDOCK
| would have known who it came from.
‘We are assisting Bro. Lanehart in a meeting at Hammond, probably CROWLEY NOTES.
one of the most religious towns on the American continent. It has 2,500 The church is moving along in nice shape. More interest is being

or 3,000 people in the town and eight full fledged churches and preachers|shown in the work than at any time since the church was established here.
besides one and another who have “off” doctrines. It is a question of|There have been about twenty additions to the membership since Brother
“material’”’ here. John A. Stevens came to our rescue in November.

The Methodist brethren are also in a meeting, trying to make Ham-|. The weekly prayer meeting is an additional feature with us. The
mond a good place to live in. Our congregations are small so far, but we}church has never had a regular prayer meeting until this vear. The ef-
hope they will grow. fects of these meetings are being felt and interest in them is at a high po'nt.

Let" every family in Louisiana send 50 cents and get the Louisiana | The attendance has been far better than was anticipated and is steadily
Christian. The last number was ‘“a warm number.” The writer told -Bro. | growing. Many not members of the church are regular attendants at these
#®orter that he ought to dampen it before mailing to keep from settiqg the | services. Show to the world that you are in earnest and you may look for
mails afire. great results from your labor.

: And lastly. Let our scattered disciples write letters to the Louisiana We are having good attendance with increasing interest in the Sunday
Christian telling of their situation, the possibility of building up the work |[School. The attendance has increased 60 per cent since October, and we
in their localities, about what they are willing to try to pay for a meeting, | have set the mark at one hundred before the close of the year. s
ete., etc. Do this, brbethren and sisters, and it will not be long till you Bro. C. W. Finlay is an enthusiastic and suecessful superintendent.

.. will have a church in your locality. Many places are neglected because The Ladies’ Aid gave a social at Mrs. Kleiser's on the evening of Feb.

the brotherhood does not know that we have any people there. But if you;2. A very pleasant evening was spent and the ladies had about $15 added
shrink from coming out in print, write John A. Stevens, State Evangelist, | added to their treasury.

Alexandria, La., and you will receive a prompt reply and your needs will}. Our pastor, Otis Hawkins, attended the Institute at Alexandria last
be looked after. week and reports a pleasant visit. 5

We had the pleasure of having Bro. H. M. Palsgrove with us last

WEIL, LA. Lord’s Day, when he and Bro. Hawkins exchanged pulpits. Bro. Polsgrove

Bro. Stanley and I have just closed one of the most successful revivals|is an earnest and pleasing speaker and made a host of friends while here,
at Lindsay, I. T., that we have had in some time. Lindsay is a beautiful | Who will be glad to see him again.
little town, located in one of the most productive vallies in all of the Indian We are greatly pleased and encouraged at the steady growth of our
reservation. A few of our faithful sisters, led by Bro. L. B. Grogan,|congregations. It is pleasing indeed to see our church filled at each service
bought a lot and erected a nice church building. This was the first re- | With such appreciative audiences as we have had for the past several Sun-
vival for the town by our people; except the faithful ministry of Bro. Gro- | days.
gan. He is one of the youngest old men and one of the finest christian ‘We are preparing for the Foreign Mission offering in March and expect
characters I have ever met. Bro. Grogan was giving one fourth of his time|to come up to our appertionment at least. Let every one see not how little
to Lindsay when the meeting began. At the close the church gave him a|but how much he can set abart to this work. ¥
unanimous call for full time. The first week of the meeting, we had rain|

We can all be missionaries to this extent, that we can give of our means
and snow constantly, hence we had rather small crowds, but when the wea-

for the support of some one to go to those who do not enjoy the blessings

ther faired up, standing room was at a premium most all of the time. Of-| which have come so freely to us in this country. Let all help.
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