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!THE OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE ==Dn independent newsletter 'or "TheDuer 60" in the Chn"stian
Church {OiJ'ciples0' ChriJ'tJ- $0. 'Porters 0' the NlItionlll
Conuocation and related raCi:?ethniC church or!lanizations-

Pol I - No, I February 1991 Raymore, MisJ'ouri

WHAT? ANOTHER NEWSLETTER?!?
Well just maybe! How is your communication with the brothers and sisters you
have shared the journey of faith with for the past 25, 40 to 50 years?
Especially those you have come to know through congregations and events
related to the National Christian Nissionary Convention/-National Convocation

and the General Church?

Opportunities for sharing seem too
infrequent! Other seniors who
haven't had Convention/Convocation
historical "connection may have
simi lar desires.

WOULD THE PUBL ICA TION OF A 1.'7R ISP 4
TO B PAGE NEWSLETTER EVERY OTHER
NONTH HELP? WOULD YOU READ .4ND
SUPPORT SUCH A NEWSLETTER?
..-e U'@ -.e of ~ ~ I
woalA1l..:ib to ask JO'l ••• oUft"s:
Where do you live now? What are you
doing? In what ways have you
continued to make a Witness? How
near are you to "the Promised Land?"

What blessings and new opportunities
to share in the Vineyard have come
your way. Is it well with your
household? Would you welcome special
prayers? Reubena and I would!

FOCUS: "THE OLDTINERS' GRAPEVINE"
WOULD HOVE OUR FRIENDSHIP CONNECTION
TO A HORE PERSONAL IZED AND CAR ING
LEVEL. We could come to know and
love new Travelers in The Way.

EDITOR IAL STANCE/RELATIONSH IPS-
Limited space would be set aside for
free exchange about a variety of
matters of interest to Golden Agers.
Readers of THE GRAPEVINE would not
develop "an official" point-of-view
and/or formalized programs. Whenever

DON°T WORRY; EVERYTHING
IS GOING TO BE ALL RIGHT
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necessary, we could become a reader
sllpport group. (i. e. The Current
war and 10\le ones in the mi j i tary. }

It should be understood that the
reference to the National
Convocation in t'e definition of
subscribers (in 6he mast head} is
only to indicate the kind of Golden
Aged readership orientation. And it
includes persons of all racial and
ethnic backgrounds. THE OLDTIHERS'
GRAPEVINE would not be regarded as
an "organization" per Se. It would
be an independent newsletter. The
"editor" would also serve as manger.

(Continued on Page 2)
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()Id ~{)U I\n()W:
SERE S. MYERS, Kansas City, Mo
veteran pastorlNCMC pioneer- had
a successful emergency leg ampu-
tation? He's doing well!

OPEItATlIJIIS: I •• YOl...,. ICi:Uq ~11
as Ue f:i..rst ''Eti tor JII8JIlacJe'F• "
•.• , is wil..l. •. ~ frw • 7£'arl..,
b'eerill ~t.:i.aa u-nl •••• jcetiaa
e*pc~ (i. e. ~I

4'" ;cat.:i.aaI 1M;1j wq-stalp costs are
~). ftEis is •
Jdrfor-profit project. Ifr
~ ~I "offtOP" •••
eq-.:i.pIleIIt will •. ~te4. IJIi. tiallr
~ wil..l. -* •.eligi ••.•e frw •
spec:i..al.1Mi1 j JIg'rate.

THIS FnST ''LE'!TD'' IS ISSUED 1'0
AI'PaJXlM'l'ELY I.e PERSIJIIS YIA
FElSIDIiU.l.I ADYAJI:EDFlDGIS. EYEI! OJIE
WBl 8E~S WITH A ClMiiLLBWiIlM
w:nL IttXllfE A J&:W'SI.E'I"I'E. PLFASE
8ESPmID BYMICJ( 15, 1991~ USE TIE
AftACBED CARD FOR KESItMSE.
FUlBS ~., ~: At this point tax
deductible credit cannot be given.
However, a list of givers (without
amounts) will be printed. Periodic
financial reports will be made
avai lable.

IINIT.INS OF S5 TO SI RRE
SUIiIiEsn •. PLE.SE fiLL DUT
TIE HTTICIE. CHID IND SEN'
"'.1 DONITION TI ME .,
MRRCH 15. 1991- I •• NIe VaU!

THE OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE
Puo//slJed Independently S/~ tImes
a jjear ttJroiJglJtree- will dOl7atloi'ls-

CONTACT:
William K FoX',Sr - Ed!tor/!'!gr
500 !'!ott Or - Apt /02 B
Raym(Jre, 110 64083 "

PHONE: (816.331.7323) ~

ELL IS JORDAN, Chi cago, I1- Pa.rk
Manor CC- headed the successful NCCC
1989- 1990 Star Supporter Project?
More than 162,493.88 given!

ELBY BOOSINGER, lndy.-former
head of Men's Work- ha.s just
survived a serious illness?

C. C. DAME, Jeff Ci t"'f,MO-
(2nd. Church leader- Lincoln Uni.
professor) recently entered a
nursing home?

SYBEL THOMAS, Chi cago, 1L- Park
Mannor CC- brilliant head of World
Church Women's org. elected next
NCCC pres. in Arlington, TXl

WILLIE GREEN, Jeff City, MO- (~il~w
of former NCMC Leader) recuperating
from recent surgery?

THELMA DICKSON, Indianapol is, IN
(mate of E. J. Dickson) in rehab
after fall and long hospitalization?

ALPHA & C. W. ARNOLD- in their
80'sI90's- have moved from L. A., CA
to Norfolk, VA? Doing pulpit-supply?

DAN HEATH, Rockford, fL- 80+
founder/pastor 1st CC- just
burned the church mortgage?

PHIL DICkERSON (widow of NCMC
leader /fL. L/f) moved from Indy. to
Nashvi IIe, TN? No longer driving.

MELVIN DICKSON holds the record for
longest tenure as pastor of one NCCC
congregation?- 45 YEARS PLUS!!



I

,

ROSA P. WELCH, Port Gibson, NS has
anchored in Nississippi?

E. C. WELCH, Chi cago, 1L- (Rosa's
husband)- reached the age of 100 in
August 1990? The family rejoiced!

CURTIS LLOYD, Dayton, 0- 84 years
old- (who introduced me to golfJ-
won a recent senior golf tourna-
ment in Columbus, 01

ZELLIE PEOPLES- in her 80's- in
"Three Sister's Nursing Home,
Indianapolis, IN remains involved
with church and community concerns?

ELIZABETH ENNIX- former NCCC officer
and Indiana Regional Staff and
NARIAN COWAN- former CWF
staffer and NCNC leader- now reside
in NBA'S Robin Run Retirement Center
in Indianapolis.

LENORA ROLLA, Fort Worth, TX- now
in her 80's- former Home Nissions
teacher at SCI- heads Tarrant County
Black history center?

/10NTEE ACKERS,SR- in 80's- retiree&
veteran elder in Park Nanor CC- does
all work on his c~r- recently poured
own 32ft walk and tuck-pointed his
home? Wife- Albertha- recovering
from light paralysis stroke?

ENOCH & /1ARIAN HENRY, Indianap-
olis- now both retired- heading back
to Los Angeles, CA- The former DHN
staff & mate industrial tehnician-
both into "Battle of the Bulge!"

VELVA DREESE, Raymore, NO- former
UCNS missionarylCWF staff- in 90th.
year- made a recent appeal to
individuals in her congregation re
the Philippine earthquake and
quickly received more than $1,500!

/1ARGARET (BUGGS) STARN, Leno ir
Homes, Columbia, NO- member of
original Reconciliation Committee-
recovering after physical
disabilities? Bill doing okay?

JOHN & OLIVE LONG, NBA'S Rosemead,
CA- former president of Southern
Christian Institute- first again
with that Christmas letter?

A. C. STONE, Cincinnati, 0 and BETTY
FIERS, Palm Beach Shore, FL- both
recovering from emergency
hospitalizations?G~~;;~VUIntv ThlS11

I Hobbies?
Recrea tion?
Trips?
Community work?
Pot-luck dinners?
Grandparenti ng?

I I Volunteer services?
Casseroles for pot-luck?

LET ''TJE 61tAPEYIJE IELP YmJ SlIME
WMT IOU AJIE IID:E CALL tIE AT (816)
~1-7323 !litRITE; 500 PIJn'.D:-
An' • I a:zB - JlAIIIlKE, til 641183

RUTH DEER, lndianapolis- from DH/1-
Husband- Lewis, former UCffS staff
dealing with desegregation activity.

/1ARTHA SYKES, Indianapolis- from
Christian Church Services for 30
yrs+ Handled all NC/1CINCCC mail.

ARCHIE WARREN- Knoxl'iIle, TN- pastor
of National Convocation churches.

CHARLES C. NILLS, Indianapolis-
former DON staff- airline agency
office handling NCNCINCCC bookings.



THE OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE

~tlree (Cvnt):
PATRICIA f1. JOHNSON, Indianapolis-
Church Finance Off[ce- handled all
NCf1C/NCCC finances.

E. TOY FLETCHER, Chicago-
Park f1anor CC. - NBA, Rec-
oncilation & Convocation bd

CARR IE DEE HANCOC,/<.:,Indy.-
former UCf1S field staff- Did first
on-si te survey of NC7f1CChurches.

FEDEL REYES, f1issions, I<:S-
veteran long-time pastor
of Hispanic congregations.

LEI' tIE IDIJIIf AIIJft onEItS.

PH e 4

Can ~()U ihare ~nY
Thele ~lellln.11

1- "Victories" over physical
illness?

2- Recent unique religious
experiences?

3- How are yOU dealing with your
personal religious life and the
tensions of the current War in the
f1id-Eas t?

4- Unique experiences with grand
children or great-great
grandchildren?

5- Plans for realiZing some of your
goals for 1991?

PLEASE SOD IE rna ACC01Dft'.
SIIUE IT WITJ[ All OF US~

!Ll13ifie StUl:fy
I'i11i&Ill. K. Foz.• Sr.
Etitor~
TIlE OLUI'l1IEItS' GMPEYDIE
500 ftDt~ Dr.- Apt. 102B
ltaJlllDZ"@.. tIJ 64083
1'Ji::IlIIe: (816) 331-7323

With c•..isis and turmail thr •• ' •••• t tbe
world it is prauidenU.1 that Unifor ••• Les-
s•• bible studies f ••.. Ma•..cb-Mag is I." [a •...
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Dol I No.2 Raymon!, Missouri

THE OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE
Rnindependent newsletter 'or "TheOuer60" in the Christian

Church"{Disciples0' Christl

Rpril - May 1991

FORMER CONVENTION/CONVOCATION STARS STILL SHINE

After 35 years of service to the public schools of Indianapolis, IN as a program
coordinator for the Business Education Department of Arsenal Technical High
School, Majorie Chenault Parker was selected in 1000 for nationally acclaimed
Teacher of the Year Award.

Margorie once served as the executive office secretary for the four member staff
of the National Christian Missionary Convention when It provided program
services in congregations. later during the developmental years of the National
Convocation of the Christian Church, she was elected secretary and member of
the Convocation's board of trustees.

Happily married to Russell Parker
and mother for three sons, Mrs.
Parker also gives leadership as an
elder and chair for committees In
Faith United Christian Church of
Indianapolis; and Is a member
secretary for the board of an NBA
sponsored retirement living center In
the city called Robin Run Village
Resident Homes and Apartments. A
nelg hborhood prog ram sponsored by
cooperating cong regat Ions called the
Quad Parish Churches, also honored
Marge for her participation In Its
outreach ministries.

AUSTIN'S REMAIN ACTIVE

Enjoying a good time at Robin Run
Spencer and KItty Austin of
Indianapolis cross town with 40 other
church members to Downey Avenue
C.C. Thgy mainte!~ the congrggatlon
Is having 8some of Its best years8

ever! An operetta called 865 We've
Got Your Number- was written and
directed by Russell Deitch and
presented (with a cast of 24) to a full
house at the Zionsville Church.
Spencer, was an usher.
Before retiring, Dr. Austin was a key
national church leader who worked
on the plans for the Integration of
National Convefition/Convocation
congrega~lotlS Into the total Christian
Church (Dlaclples of Chrlstt and
launching the Reconciliation Fund.

HAYNES SLATED FOR AWARD

·Oscar Haynes, Washington, D. C.-
outstanding churchman from the
Twelfth Street C. C.- first layman
president of the National
Convocation and past vice moderator

(Continued on Page 2)
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HAYNES (From Page 1)

of the General Assembly- will receive
the sixth Diplomate Award of the
National City Christian Church
Corporation May 4, 1991.

Oscar Is an active member of 12th
Street C. C. of washington, D. C.
and president of the Board of
Managers of Greenwood Cemetery In
Nashville, TN. He Is also on the
steering committee for the
Church-wide $30 million capital
campaign.

Haynes lost his beloved wife, Mae,
last summer as they were motoring
home from the Arlington, TX biennial
session of the Convocation.

***
RETIREMENT HONORS FOR 11801

The GRAPF.VINEglv~s hlghEi~
retirement honors for 1990 to Martha
Holder Sykes of Ind ianapolis. She
retired from the Missions Building (
headquarters' offices of the Christian
Church) after 47 years of service.
Martha was employed as a
messenger In 1943 as an
Inexperienced 17 year old hlg h
school senior and retired In May of
1990 as the supervisor of the mailing
room. She never took any of her ~OO
accumulated days of sick lea~·e.She
Is the 11th. of 12 children.

***

THOUGHTS ON THE GRAPEVINE:

*Keep the GRAPEVINE coming. Its
the best thing for seniors since
Gerltoll. ..Prayer Is always desired .•
The Enoch Henry's, Indianapolis,
IN

*lIlt's a great Idea! Why not Include
persons younge; than than -60?-· N.
Twiddy and Pat Clark, St. Louis,
MO

*lIlr.wonderful! It reminds me of
-222- at Missions Build Ing only it
covers the nation. -. Amy Holman,
Raymor., MO.

tilll enjoyed reading the first Issue.
It's the kind of thing I was talking to
E. J. Dickson about. But you've got
It started. -. George E. Lakes,
Kan_ City, MO.

*-The Oldtlmers' GrapeVine-
publication is a splendid idea. You
have my enthusiastic support and
cooperation. - Erneat J. NeWborn,
Sr.- Indianapolis, IN

*·'We really enjoyed the -Oldtlmers'
Grapevlne-· very !:"lterestlng and
Informative; .. It' s really good for us
'oldtimers,'-· C. W. &: Alpha Arnold,
Norfolk, VA .

*Another good Idea.- John Long,
Rosem.ad,CA

*-If we don't have any money we
can lick the stamps. - • V.lva
Dr•••• • Raymore, MO

*-1 am not yet 'over 60' but I enjoyed
reading your first Issue.- Emily L
Jeckson- M.mphls, TN

*-1 would certainly hope that you
would consider having a seg ment. ..
on retirement and minority aging
Issues...One Immediate topic ... Is
the whole Issue of making a will ...
even If you don't feel that you have a
huge estate or a lot of money ...- - N.
R. E.·Twitty, St. Louis, MO



April/May- 1991

GRAPEVINE (From Page 2)

* 81was glad to get the OlDTIMERS'
GRAPEVINE. - Lorenzo J. Evana-
Indlanapolla, IN

*Very good Idea. I really enjoyed
reading about 80Idtlmers...8 • .
Cheerful Alphin, St. Louis, MO

*What a beautiful Idea to begin THE
OlDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE..Hopefully
you will generate more finance to
continue pUbllcatlon.8 - Ruth Hobbs,
J.ckaon, MS

***
CORRECTION PLEASEII ----.

Curtis L1oyd- 81 yr. old golfer from
Dayton, 0- won the senior's golf
tournament at locust Hills Golf Club
In Springfield, 0- NOT COLUMBUS!
He stili plays 3 times a week.

.
REACH OUT WIl'H lOVE AND
FOCUSED PRAYER FOR:

*Ellla a. Lou'" Jordan of Chicago,
Il- while enroute to Convocation
meeting In Indy Jan. 1g, 'had a
serious car accident. Both Injured.
Ellis bruised, louise hospitalized In
lafayette, IN/Chlcago for left arm
and foot fractures etc. Now slowly
convalescing at home. ( write: 9335
S. Eberhart Ave.-ChIcago, Il 60619)

*John Long, Rosemead, Ca- Back
home February 1, 1991 after
8month's vacation In hospital for
congestive heart failure and
pneumonia- but doing as well as
could be expected.8 (wrlte:4807 N.
Earle St., Rosemead, CA 91770)

*Annette Jack.on, Nashvllle,TN-
nelce and close supporter In ministry

for the late A. Maloy- builder of
Alameda Street C.C.-suffered a
broken ankle recently.

8Specialloving concern for Sere S.
Myers, one of SCI's greatest'8 - from
John Long

*Roberta Courts- beloved wife of
Elder Thomas, Flint, MI- remains in a
serious state of health, inclUding
physical incapacitation.

*Loya. Northcott, Tyler, TX- retired
executive secretary of the
department of membership &
evangelism for the General Church
(CCDC) convalescing from illness.

***
LET'S CELEBRATEI PRAISE GODI

*E. L. Grlmn, Shelby, MS- Senior
patriarch of. MS pastors-wife-
lUh9rtarP?~d I" 1984. Griffin
81nterlm8 at 1st, C. C.-Shaw; stili
serving Mound Bayou & Clarksdale.
churches.

*Annette Jackson of Nashville, TN
says the Alameda 'Street Christian
Church recently paid off a loan for
buying land to build a new church
building.

*Mab8IMetza, !ndlanapolls, IN-
retired missionary to the Phllllpines-
& as UCMS staff served Convocation
congregatluns. Now serving as editor
of the newsletter for the US-China
People's Friendship Association. The
g roup befriends Chinese students
mostly at Indina University/Purdue
University/Indianapolis. They
functioned as a support g roup during
the Tlenan Min Square Massacre.

(Continued on Page 4)
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LETTERS- from Page 4-

NOTE: Mildred Is a devoted member
of United Christian Church In Country
Club Hills, IL. Mrs. Webb Is the
daughter of the late Robert E.
LaTouche, founder and
minister-emeritus of Southside
Christian Church- now Parkway
Gardens, Chicago, IL. She often
attends Convocations and General
Assemblies.

*****
Enoch and Marian Henry- (In
transit) Indianapolis, IN- Both
retired after a rewarding sojourn of
several years In the East, are on their
way back to an apartment/condo
and family in the West. After
October 1, 1001 their new address
will be 401 Detroit Street, #204, Los
Angeles, CA 00035.

*****
*Geneve/Wayne Selsor, Raymore,
MO- write that they have 'ound a
new home at Foxwood Springs NBA
Retirement LiVing Center ... - The
Selsors continue they spent 24 years
In Bellevue, NE where Wayne worked
for the Nebraska Council of
Churches; was a SCUlptorand
goldsmith and taught art In Omaha
Universities and Joslyn Museum.

This was all -several years before-
Wayne did 32 Interim ministries -with
some 25 churches. - Geneve retired
after 25 years as a public school
librarian.

Wayne has had significant art
commissions and continues to do
sliver and gold work as well as
SCUlpturing at Foxwood.

*NOTE: For a short period the
editor and Wayne were seminary
mates In Chicago and Disciples

House fellows. It Is wonderful to see
former class-mates turn out so well!-

*****
*Ellzabeth Enlx of Robin Run NBA
Retirement Living Center,
Indianapolis, IN- retired school
teacher, regional church staff and
former vice president of the National
Convocation of the Christian Church-
was elected -e- representative to the
Robin Run Village Resident Council
assuming office In September.
Elizabeth Is a veteran lay leader In
Lig ht of the World Christian Church.
Her -alternate- will be Mabel Metze,
retired missionary and veteran lay
leader In Downey Avenue.

*****
*Donald O. Legg, St. Louis, MO-
Donald writes there Is -Nothing
outstanding to mention Just now... I'm
putting hlg h mileage on the old
Crown Vic Rambling between
Vermont and Oregon and points In
between to see my daug hters (four)
and grandchildren (seven). Also I
am doing some biking to keep
limber and sassy. I do not find the
widower category a very rewarding
status quo.-

NOTE: When Don was the corporate
secretary for the central office of
NBA, part of his port folio Included
assembling data for the
Implementation of an affirmative
action plan. He was among staff
working with a Convocation Task
Force. .

*Samuel F. Pugh, Indianapolis,
IN- Veteran Disciples of Christ
Journalist/poet Sam Pugh writes: -"m
stili strong with a S.S. class at
Downey Ave.; chaplain of East Side
Optimist Club; volunteer as a weekly
story-teller at a nursing home and

(Continued on Page 6)
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LETTERS- from Page 5-

OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE

also some free-lance writing. Live
alone but go to see family In San
Diego when the weather gets cold in
Ind lanapolls. -

NOTE: Dr. Pugh was editor of the
WORLD CALL when In September
1973 the 6th and final Issue of the
Disciples of Christ mission education
magazine featured a series of articles
entitled -Black Disciples: A Special
Report.-

*Bertha/Frlaco Gllchrlat,
Indlanapolla, IN- Gil/Bertha write
-Before mid-year 1991 we
Institutionalized ourselves .. (They live
In a Robin Run apartment.) We're
doing well for the shape we're
In...one again we're under a red roof.
Red roofs -even If they aren't tile-are
reminders of Latin America. We also
take pleasure, with our Swiss
neighbor, In seeing the clock tower
and adjoining architecture as
reminders of Europe.-

*NOTE: The Gllchrlsts were
missionaries In Latin American and
before retirement Frisco was a
special general church homeland
ministries staff for International
Human Rights.

Robt/Julla Fangmeler, Indian-
apoli., IN- Julia attended her Yale
Divinity School renunlon In New
Haven In May and stayed at the
Chautauqua Disciples House In July
while attending a Highlights Founda-
tion Writer's Workshop. Bob stayed

practiced bowllng ... making a rare
517 one day. A trip Is planned to visit
daughter Debbie In Georgia In
mid-October.

NOTE: Bob Is a retired General
Church staff for church and society
majoring in international justice and
peace issues. Before retirement Julia
was an administrative government
staff person dealing with the monitor-
Ing and Implementation of civil rights
legislation.

OFFER SPECIAL
PRAYERS FOR:

Orval Peterson and Lester "D.
Rickman, Lenoir, Inc., Columbia,
MO- each Is wag ing a daily strugg Ie
against physical ailments effecting
easy mobility .

*Ruth T. Lewis of Dayton, OH-
Summit Christian Church- lost son
(Charles A. Lewis) April 22, 1991and
then June 2, 1991 lost husband
(William Howard) after 64 years of
marriage.

*Margaret Starn of Columbia, MO-
Lenoir Home- immobility has
reqUired placement In Lenoir nursing
facilities. She Is dutifully attended
dally by husband, Bill.

*Barbara Johns of Raymore, MO-
wife of Thomas Johns, executive
director of Foxwood Springs Living
Center- recuperating from serious
surgery; and Ralph Johns, father of
Tom, who has had a health relapse
and In nursing care.

*J. C. Fowler of Summerville, SC-
the several times moderator of the
African American Disciples of Christ
South Carolina convention had a
stroke this April. Fowler has served
congregations churches In SC for
more than 45 years.

(Continued on Page 6)
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~
Hawklna, TX· The extensive and fruitful ministry of The Rev. Dr. J. J. Hawkins- a'ssI"
model alumnus of SCI/Jarvis Christian Colleges- ended In death July 20, 1g01.
He had waged a courageous struggle against cancer for more than 5 years.

JESSE JAMES HAWKINS· LOYAL SCI/JARVISONIAN AND COUNSELOR

The first black to receive a batchelor of divinity degree from the Drake Divinity
School of Religion In Des Moines. IA combined formal preparation In liberal arts
and social work to serve church and community effectively in four states.

Hawkins was an able preacher and a constructive presence in any gathering of
the church. He gave sustained support of National Convention-Convocation
concerns and had an abiding Interest In the evangelization of African Americans.

A memorial service was held July 23, In the Smith-Howard Chapel at Jarvis
Christian College. Among dignitaries present and rendering brief affirmations of

his life were Presldents- Emeritus Earl
W. Rand and Charles A. Berry.
Church prelates who added brief
testimonies were College Pastor
Charles H. Webb, Jr. and retired
national church executive Emmett J.
Dickson. President V. Charles
Jackson of the Texas Christian
Missionary Fellowship lifted the
memorial prayer.

Other representatives of Jarvis
community Included Claude Walker
who served as the officiant; James
O. Griffin who handled
acknowledgments; and Winifred
Perpener who sang. Those who
mourn the loss Include a devoted
wife-Melba Latimer Hawkins; two
sons (DaVid and Vernle); and one
daughter (Joye). He also has a
brother (Vernle) and sister (Margie).

t~~emoriam [
*8elena Hart, Indianapolis, IN·
Died July 25, 1g01 of a heart
attack. The retired Finance Center

employee and faithful member of
L1ght of the World Christian Church
gave zealous support of the National
Convocation Ministers' Wives
Fellowship scholarship program.

*Donald Bowlea, Indlanapolla, IN·
Passed away In sleep August 10,

1001- faithful member of Downey
Avenue Christian Church. The retired
civics teacher and state government
devoted retirement to being a friend
of youth and an ardent ombudsmen
for Issues affecting 'senior adults.
Don left a wife-Jean, and son Bruce.
Memorial services were held at
Downey Aug ust 22 led by Pastor
Bryon Rose.
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PRAYERS from Page 6-

*Allen/Nelle Stanger, Louisville,
KY (40203)- In nursing facilities of
Christian Health Center, 020 S. 4th.

Newborn, Indianapolis, IN; Walter
D./Rebecca T. Bingham, Louisville,
KY; Mabel Metze, Indianapolis, IN;
John Updegraff, Jacksonville, FL;
Hal/Evelyn Watkins, Indianapolis, IN;
Woodrow/Mildred Whitlow, Columbia,
MO; Norwood/Wllma Tye,
Indianapolis, IN; S. S./Martha Myers,
Kansas City, MO; Frank B/Celeste
Bradley, Washington, D. C.;
Winnifred/Joseph Smith,
Indianapolis, IN; Ralph/Jean Keller,
Raymore, MO; Franklin E. Rector,
Edmond, OK; Enoch/Marlon Henry,
Los Angeles, CA; Wayne/Geneve
Selsor; Raymore, MO; Donald O.
Legg, St. Louis, MO; Clytee/George .
Washington, Chlcago,IL;
Howard/Margaret Short, St. Louis,
MO; Robert/Mary Watson, Kansas
City, MO; Mildred L. Webb, Harvey,
IL; Richard/Delores Highbaugh,
Chicago, IL; Chas. A. Holmes,

Verlle.ta Hicks of Dayton, OH-
Summit Christian Church- recently
lost only brother (Dr. Wm. E. Hicks,
practiced medicine 45 years In
Shreveport, LA- Twenty doctors were
honorary pallbearers.)

*Effte Stamps Burford, Bangkok,
Thailand- middle brother, Amourn-
died June 7 In Jackson, MS after
extended Illness.

MORE DONORS! THANKS!

*Lesly Smith, Chicago, IL; Verlesta
Hicks, Dayton, OH; Velma Warrick,
Kansas Clty,KS; Ernest/Janice

Raymore, MO.; Thomas H. Johns, Raymore, MO.; Samuel. F. Pugh,
Indianapolis, IN; Sheldon/Miriam Shlrts~~Raymore,MO' Robt/Julla Fangmeler,
Indianapolis, IN; Flo L. Kallenbach, Raymore, MOj..pwlgnt,L. French, Pittsburg,
PA.; Robert/Kathryn Hall, Raymore, ~. '-'" ".,...•__ ~__ "

•...~,' ....••..•

OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE
eoo Molt Driv~- Apt. 1028
R8vmor~, MO 64083

Mrs. ~~tF. Reed @
Disciples of Christ Historical
1101 Nineteenth Avenue, South
Nashvil Ie TN 37212
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TULSA MARKED MAJOR CHURCH STAFF RETIREMENTS

Celebratlve dinner/program events In Tulsa, OK during the October 25-30
General Assembly of the Disciples of Christ hailed the retirement of Board of
Church Extension staff members Kathryn Williams. Donald E. Mitchell, and
Raymond E. Brown and the church's General Minister and President John
Humbert. They represent more than 150 cumulative years of ministry.

Williams brought overseas experience In mission In Zaire and concern for racial
inclusiveness to her BCE portfolio In development. Mltchell- the communlcator-
featured high quality professionalism and creative Christian Insight In promotion.
Humbert shared a rich family legacy steeped In Dlsclpledom, underscored the

pastoral function of the GMP,
recognized the primacy of the
congregation and tried to make
public wltn~ss In support of Justice
and fairness.

But of special Interest to many was
the 21 years, 10 months of
distlng ulshed service by Dr.
Raymond E. Brown, senior vice
president of the Board of Church
Extension.

Disciples of Christ pastor. He
became deeply immersed in the
evolvement of Blacks state church
structures, the National Christian
Missionary Convention, the National
Convocation of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) and their
relationship to the general
manifestation of church.

In 1969-70 when the denomination
was struggling with a re- definition of
Its own ecclesiastical Identity and
form on the one hand, while at the
same time striving to make an
appropriate response to the
challenges of race relations and
shifting social climate of the late
sixties on the other, the BeE board of
directors approved Brown's selection
as a special on-call consultant. After
seven months In this capacity, he
was employed as the Board of
Church extension's first African
American full-time general staff.
It is notable that at this point in
history, the Board prioritized
services to Black Disciples of Christ

..

~
Through more than 45 years of
ministry, Brown has faithfully served
the church as an African American (See RETIREMENTS on Page 2)

"And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, .••" Luke 2:9a
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RETIREMENTS (From Page 1):

congregations. In his final report to
the BCE board September 10-11,
1991, Brown observed that when he
joined the BCE staff less than a
dozen of the more than 500 Black
congregations had sought church
extension services beyond having a
first consultation.

During Brown's tenure, 1,100 of his
1,700 field visits were to
predominantly African American
congregations. Today there are 118
loans to African American
congregations totalling $5,946,068- a
goal unforeseen a generation agol

Backed by sensitive BCE boards of
directors, President Harold A.
Watkins and staff associates like
Williams and Mitchell, Ray rendered
significant parallel church services.
Most notable among the recipients of
such services was the National
Convocation of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) and the church's
new congregational establishment
program. Quiet support always came
from his late Wife, Edna.

SENIOR PASTORS FETED

IN st. Louis, MO- A well-planned
banquet program at the Clayton
Plaza Holiday Inn In S1. Louis County
October 5 under congregational
sponsorship was the setting for
celebrating the 30th. anniversary of
the Rev. Dr. Samuel W. Hylton, Jr. as
pastor of Centennial Christian
Church. Parlshoner Dr. Norma A.
Ellington-Twitty, vice-president for

program planning in NBA, was the ::":Ai.
mistress of ceremonies. ~

Anniversary Committee Chair Vernon
Beard reports that leaders from the
metro community were led by Mayor
Vincent C. Schomehl. The wider
church representation came through
Raymond Brown (B.C.E.) and John
Foulkes (General Office DGMP). of
Indianapolis, IN and key-noter
Cynthia L. Hale pastor of Ray of
Hope Christian Church, Decatur, GA.

Dr. Hylton- a Morehouse College,
Christian Theological Seminary and
Eden Seminary graduate- is a former
president of the National
Convocation and a vice-moderator of
the church's General Assembly.

Most recently the cong regatlon
successfully collaborated with the
National Benevolent Association In
the sponsorship, construction and
administration of a new apartment
complex for low to middle Income
level senior citizens.

The 30 years of continuous service at
Centennial makes Hylton the most
active African American -Dean of
Pastors- who is attempting to
relate effectively to the total church.

IN Kansas City, MO- Sunday,
October 13, 1991 during the morning
worship of Community Christian
Church (on the Plaza), The Rev. Dr.
Sere S. Myers, Sr. (ordained 69
years) and wife - Martha- stood with
The Reverends Ira (ordained 62
years) and Vivian Balles (ordained 57
years) to receive a enlarged plaque
version of the Pension Fund's

(See MYERS on Page 3)
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MYERS- (From Page 2):
Pag~3

Minister's Pin.

Myers was a chief architect (and
enabler) of the plan/formula for racial
Integ ration (1943-59) between the
National Christian Missionary
Convention (I. e. Black led and
oriented) and the International
Convention of the Christian Church-
predecessor to the General
Assembly of the church.

***** ib;..: "'.;:.'.::: .:;.

---------=--=::....::....-_-LET'S CELEBRATE!-

*Charla. A/Sarah Barry, Jr.
Grambling I LA- The Grambling
Chapter of AAAP has one of only two
minority projects sponsored by
MAP. Six teams of retired persons
each with two University students
work voluntarily with the elderly in
three parishes providing information
on Federal/State programs and
directing them to sources to
establish their eligibility. Berry says
-This is very much needed, ... much
appreciated and very self-fulfilling for
Sarah and me.-

NOTE: Dr. Berry's father- Charles,
Sr.- was one of the pioneer
educational leaders of Jarvis
Christian College In Hawkins, TX.
Between 1912-14 he was directly
involved with T. B. Frost In the
constructing the school's first
buildings and teaching its first
students. Sixty years later (19S4)
Berry's son- Charles, Jr- was
selected to serve as the president of
Jarvis College. He retired In 1989.

with First Christian Church, Macomb,
IL twenty-eight years ago .. .they were
Invited back for Home-coming
Sunday, September 15. Robert
remains active in the preaching and
serving ministries of Raymore
Christian Church and in the Region.

Dr. Hall is gathering a group for -The
Palestine of Jesus· course at St.
George's College, Jerusalem, and a
visit to MI. Sinal in June 1992.

NOTE: Hall Is a former (-state-) staff
for Disciples of Christ in
IlIinols/Wlsconsln and regional
minister for Nebraska- the position
from which he retired.

*****
*Offlcara and membera of Third
Christian Church, LouisVille, KY will
honor the retirement of Dr. Walter D.
Bingham during a reception held at
the Quality Inn of Louisville, KY
December 8, 1991.

*OLDTIMER'S GRAPEVINE editor,
William (Bill) Fox, Raymore, MO.-
a senior touring blker- took part In
two Reconciliation Fund blke-a-thon
efforts sponsored In October 1991 by
the Christian Church (D. of C.) In
Greater Kansas City by riding three
days for 187.5 miles and pledges. At
this writing, friends and associates
have contributed $2,306.16 to the
Fund In recognition of his effortsl

*RECONCILIATION FUND,
Administrative Director Ernest J.
Newborn, Sr., Indlanapolla, IN- the
second ranking (agewlse) senior
citizen biker on the the Indianapolis
to Tulsa General Assembly ride- met

*Robert/Kathryn Hall, Raymore,
MO- Since concluding their ministry (See SENIOR BIKERS on Page 4)

And th. ang.1 said..."S. not afraid; for b.hold I bring you good n.W3...1l
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SENIOR BIKERS- (From Page 3j

the biker group near St. Louis and
rode some 547 plus miles to Tulsa in
time for the General Assembly I His
pledges/money given is still being
received I

~
AND MORE DONORSI
THANKSI

*****

ReX/Pat Thomas, Indlanapolis, IN;
Mary K. Adams, Kansas City. KS: C.
W./Alpha Arnold, Los Angeles, CA;
Charles/Sarah Berry, Grambling, LA;
Artie M. Scott, Chicago. IL: Mary
Fugate, Rogersville, TN; Deborah
Thompson, Indianapolis. IN;
Hermena R. Crum, Ridgeville, S. C.;
Earl Murray, Birmingham, AL;
Christine Spencer. Los Angeles. CA:
Lorraine Poston Dudley, St. Louis,
MO; Mary Mae Poston, Philadelphia,
PA; E.W.N .A. Rand, Marshall. TX;
Alfred/Henrietta Edwards, Des
Moines, IA; Marjorie H. Johnson, St.
Louis, MO.

LETTERS TO EDITOR

*Enclosed please find (another)
check for Oldtimer's. We enjoy it so
much ....

While in Norfolk (VA) we put on a
special drive to install a baptistry; it
netted over $3000. About seven new
members were added. We raised an
offering for Church Extension and the
Basic Mission Finance fund. We think
we got them started on giving to the
general work. C. W./Alpha Arnold,
Los Angeles, CA

*****

OlOTIMERS' GRAPEVINE --

THE BLOTIMERS" IIRBPEUIHE
Published Indepenaentlv 81X tlmeea vear

through free--will donatiOns .

CONTACT
William 1<., Fox, Sr -- Editor/Manager
500 Matt Dr - Apt 102-8
R£qmore, MO 54083

PHONE (816) 331-7323

*In a telephone conversation about
the paper the following persons
would like to be included on the
mailing list. ..Thanks for this
interesting, informing paper. Velma
Warrick, Kanaas City, MO

*****
*1 am a former elder in 2nd. Christian
Church of FUlton, MO and living In
Centennial Plaza Apartments (St.
Louis, MO). I ride the church van
each Sunday to Centennial Christian
Church along with many others. I
have three daughters In St. Louis
who look in on me most every day.
Lorraine Dudley. St. Louis, MO

NOTE: Mrs. DUdley's expresses
words of a "satisfied resident."
Centennial Plaza Apartments Is the
first modern senior citizen housing
project sponsored (1989) by an
African American Disciples of Christ
congregation in partnership with the
National Benevolent Association of
the Christian (Disciples of Christ)
Church.

ANNIVERSARIES- &0.:. ::

Chicago, IL- Fiftieth wedding
anniversaries recently celebrated by

(See ANNIVERSARIES on Page 6)
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WOOD RETIRES

Indlanapolla, IN- After 31 years in
the administration of a variety of
services to the leadership of
Disciples of Christ congregations.
Thomas E. Wood retired November
15 from the staff of the denomina-
tion's division of homeland ministries.
For the last five years- he had been
the executive vice- president for
administration and finance.

Many cong regational pastors.
Institutional and military chaplains,
and church musicians will have rich
memories of their association with
Tom throughout his years of service.

For example, senior African American
Disciples of Christ who have been
related to the National Christian
Missionary Convention/National
Convocation for the past 25 to 30
years will not soon forget the
constructive roles Dr. Wood played in
the leadership development of ethnic
minority ministers. His office was key
in sustaining the Black ministers'
fellowship and (following General
Assembly approval in 1969)
launching the Black Ministry port
folio with Its significant ministerial
and program support provisions.

'.

Wood's effective administrative skills
were brought to bear upon the total
division's work when he was
assigned to the central OHM staff by
former OHM president John
Compton,

BROWN CONTINUES • CFC

Indianapolis, IN- The executive
committee of the Church Finance
Council of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) convened in

mid-November and selected Dr. ~
Raymond Brown- recently retired ~
vice-president of the Board of Church
Extenslon- to serve as the Interim
president of the Finance Council.

James P. Johnson had been
president of the Church Finance
Council since 1987. However,
October 4-6, 1991 the board of
directors of the Christian Church
Foundation selected Dr. Johnson to
succeed James Reed as head of the
Foundation beginning Jan. 1, 1992.

NEW RETIREMENT CAUSE

Indianapolis, IN- When Rolland G.
Pile, who had been the executive
secretary of Church In Society for the
division of homeland ministries of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
since 1974 ·retired· from that position
in November 1991, Rollie symbolized
a new cause for ·retlrement" in
today's corporate world. It can come
through what might be termed a
·bureaucratlc restructuring (or ~
re-priorltlzlng).· Seniority Is not
always a determining factor.

Under the steady direction of Dr,
Ptlle and esteemed predecessors
like the late James Crain and Barton
Hunter, competent professional
peers encouraged the whole church
to maintain a balanced Christian
social consciousness and activism.

Many feel that this should be a part
of a whollstlc understanding of New
Testament Gospel and a basic
discipleship requirement. In the
critical years ahead, which segment
(s) of church will provide us with the
necessary research and stimulus for
effective witness In this area of
discipleship?

,.for fa you i~ born this day in th. city of David a Savior, who is Chrisl. .. 11



Pag~6 OLDTIMERS· GRAPEVINE

It wa8n't a 8enlor citizen-
I. Who took the melody out of music.
II. Or the beauty out of art.
III. Or the pride out of appearance.
IV. Or the romance out of love.
V. Or the commitment out of
marriage.
VI. Or the responsibility out of
parenthood.
VII. Or the togetherness out of
f.rolly.
VIIl: Or the learning out of education.
IX. Or the loyalty out of
Americanism.

-I know that one has a tendency to X. Or the service out of patriotism.
say that the last trip is the best. But I XI. Or the hearth out of the home.
don't think that I will ever r;::==================::::-l XII. Or civility out of
feel as alive and vibrant behavior.
as on the Sovetskly XIII. Or refinement
Soyus, the nuclear out of language.
RussianIce breaker... 1 XIV. Or dedication
fell deeply In love wtth out of employment.
the shlp... lts tremendous XV. Or prudence out
power to be able to cut of spending.
through eight feet of Ice XVI. Or ambition out
as easily as a knife cuts of achievement.
through warm butter" I XVII. No we
stood out on the deck certainly are not the
until I was numb ones who eliminated
watching h II htl t "Gosh, Dad! How come we have to do the big tl der g y OSS materialistic trip every Christmas?" pa ence an
huge blocks of Ice taller tolerance from

from The Joyful Noiseletterthan I am In the air... and . ©1991 DavidR. Davis relationship.
ten feet longII I found It Reprinted with permission

all Incredible since I know NOTE: Curtis Is the 84 year old plus
that our ship through the golfer who recently won a golf
northwest passage of Canada could tournament. Some years ago he
not get through a foot of ice...- taught the editor how to play golf. I

don't blame him for my terrible
game, but I'm blaming him for this
poem and elated he Is into poetry"

ANNIVERSARIES· from Page 4

Park Manor Christian Church include:
Mr. & Mrs. Irvln/Everlena
Bibbs, Sr. (9/1/91) and Mr.
and Mrs. Ellis/Louise
Jordan (9/21/91).

*****
IN LOVE WITH A SHIP!?

Helen Pilgrim Mlnor- our beloved
traveling missionary and frlend- is
back from her second Arctic trip -In
love with a shlpl- The matter Is best
described in Helen's own words-

Oldtimers can reach Helen- clo Mlle.
Yolande Lauzon- 5717 Rue Mallet-
Montreal, P.O. Canada- Hly 3fZ.

-

YOU CAN'T BLAME A
SENIOR CITIZEN· by Curtis
Lloyd, Dayton, 0

*****
i(~::'.:

~
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RAND TO HALL OF FAME

Dr. Earl W. Rand of Houston, TX-
president emeritus and seventh
president of Jarvis Christian College,
Hawkins, TX- received national
acclaim for his contributions In higher
education by Induction to the
National Black College Alumni Hall of
Fame during the Sixth Annual
National Black College Alumni Hall of
Fame Foundation Weekend at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel In Atlanta, GA
September 27, 1001.

1990 returned to Jarvis as the Interim
development officer. Jarvis and
Bishop colleges gave him a liberal
art degree; Atlanta University an M.
A.; and Indiana University an Ed. D.

Rand has always had a burning
passion to provide opportunities for
hlg her ed ucatlon to persons lowest
down In the soclo-economlc scale.
His career has been filled with a
variety of administrative and faCUlty
positions in 80lleges and extensive
membership on church boards
dedicated to strengthening the
presence of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) In the world.

Dr. Rand's career In education
started 52 years ago as a public
school teacher and formally ended In
1979 as president of Jarvis Christian
College. However, he emerged from
retirement In 1986 to become Interim
president of Wiley College and in

....-------~---.
WE'RE A -NOT FOR PROFIT- ORGANIZATION!.

The Corporation Division rA the State of Missourl- Roy D. Blunt, secretary of state-
Issued THE OLDTIMER'S GRAPEVINE a Certificate of Incorporation as a
-General Not For Profit- org~ation as of October 2nd, 1001.

Our official purpose Is -To provide a communications network for persons sixty
years of age and older in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) through the
pUblication of a newsletter at least six times a year. There will be a sharing of
religious as·well as common personal day-to-day experlencelln order to
enhance the quality of life for seniors. It will be sustained by free-will donatlons.-

The Incorporators are William K. Fox, Sr., Velva A. Dreese, Amy Hohman, and
Reubena M. Stultz Fox with William K. Fox, Sr. functioning as the ·'nltlal
Registered Agent.- All are residents of Foxwood Springs Retirement Living
Center, Raymore, MO. .:'.'..";.

THE NEXT STEP IS TO QUAUFY FOR A 501 (c)(3) IRS DESIGNATION. ~
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t~y.{~moriam[
Beatrice Chandler, Na8hvllle, TN·
faithful member/leader In Gay-Lea
Christian Church died September 18,
1991. Her remains were laid to rest In
Greenwood Cemetery- The Chandler
family Is one of the foundation
families of Dlsclpledom In Nashville
and Memphis, TN.

*Fred Rou •• , Indianapolis, IN·
member of Downey Avenue Christian
Church died October 17, 1991. His
wldow- Christine- Is a retired general
staff of the Division of Overseas
Ministries of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ).

Cornelius Worlds, Chicago, IL· for
many years a leader in evangelism at
the Park Manor Christian Church

OLDTIMERS· GRAPEVINE

congregation, passed away October
30 following an extended illness.

WE SALUTE KING D. COLE!

~~-~...........---.... .•...

• .••,,-,~~:~:-'''-''''-...,._ ~GhrlSfl'ilaSi99n:& '
~~ ..•.-~~ ...~.., ...

1ulIoniauoe480Houston~

OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE
!500Molt Driv~· Apt. 1028
R8vmor~. M064083

SEASON'S GREETINGS FROM
OLDTIMERS' AS we salute Dr.
Cole· an888 City's Swope Park
Unite CC beloved pastor'

;....;..

~

I

He climaxed his 16 year rela·
tlonshlp to the General Board at a
most critical time with. masterful
job a. the Church's moderatorl

Mr·s. ~ F. Reed ~
1101 Nineteenth Avenue, South
Nashville TN 37212

"for God so lov~d th~world that h~ gav~ his only Sonr •••
II

• John 3:16


