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& H% I ROSA BEDELIA  ELAINE i
LORENCE M. WATKINS (7/26), WASHINGTON (10/3), Okland,
Wasseon, OH; 102 year old mother:  CA; teacher, musician, and librar- .
with a son who is a Disciples of:~ ijan; wife of a pioneer president of'
Christ minister and retired chief ex- ' Jarvis Christian College; three chil- I».
ecutive officer for one the denomina- ' dren; four grandchildren; two great ri
tion's primary general program . grandsons :
units. (Board of Church Extension).
FLO PASLEY SUMMERS KAL-
CORNELIUS W. ARNOLD- LENBACH (10/4), Raymore, MO; ;' MARY ROBINSON SCOTT
(7/27), Los Angeles, CA; minister  highly committed Christian; versa-:! (11/22), Milwaukee, WI; social

joined with a wife for 65 years of
marriage; totally committed to Dis- .
ciples of Christ; independentservant .:

of church and liberal benefactor; ...

entrepreneur, providing ministries to
congregations in eight states with
home base in Southern California.

WILLIAM T. GffiBLE (7/30),
Jacksonville, FL; a successful pas- .
tor of key congregations in Mis-
souri, Texas, and Oklahoma; elected .
President of the denomination's Na- ,
tional Benevolent Association; Cen- ~
tral Office established policies and :;
program which led to expansion in "
facilities and services across the na-
tion.

MARGARET R. CHEW
RICHARDSON (8/26), Lebanon,
IN; wife of a minister; an English
and Romance languages teacher-
with three children; nine grandchil-
dren; and three great grandchildren.

EUNICE LEE STAMPS NEL-
SON (8124), Dallas, TX; teacher
and administrator in the Mississippi .
Public Schools system for 40 years; ~;
three' daughters; two sons; eight |
grandchildren and two great great
grandchildren

tile teacher of English and Journal- .)
ism; poet, essayist and columnist for
35 years; involvedin community.

LEE R. SETTLES (10/7), Ray-
more, MO; printer and owner of a
printing operation; services business
administrator; faithful lay church
member; dedicated volunteer.

JAMES TINSLEY SMITH, SR
(10/23), Indianapolis, IN; Big Ten
track star with major in business
administration; successful business
man 40 years; devoted next 30 years
to the Christian ministry; while on
staff at Light of the World Christian
Church, completed the Masters in
Divinity degree program; granted an
earned Doctorate in Ministry degree
when he became 85.

—

SULO RINTAMAA (10/28), Day- 1
ton, OH; longstanding membership.
with various leadership roles in the .
Kenwood Christian Church of Cin-

cinnati, OH; retired employee of,

Protor and Gamble production sys- u
terns; a son is senior minister for the ."
Christian Church in Raymore, MO. ;
MARY BAILEY (11/18), Wilson, 1
NC; minister and mother of a former 1]
Chicago Metro District Regional ~

SAMUEL ROSS GRIFFIN (9/2), Associate Minister, Dwight Bailey.

Tulsa, OK; minister with five broth- .
ers and four sisters; used radio’
broadcasting skills to help a congre-
gation meet cultural change.

service specialist via the Red Cross
overseas and U. S. A. Community
service agencies; wife of an Urban
League chief executive officer for
35 years

THELMA DICKSON (12/12),
Indianapolis, IN; long-time member
of SecondlLightof the World Chris-
tian Church; retired as veteran pub-
lic school teacher; faithful wife of a
pioneer minister, teacher, church
administrator; contributor to com-
munity and metro civic affairs

MANY 1IN

AMONG  THE
2000:

OLIVER WILFRED McCULLY .
(1/00), Jacksonville, FL; a minister
selectedto be the "State Secretary"
for Pensylvannia;provided visionary
administrative leadership to the
congregations; worked faithfully
through the former Home and State
Missions Planning Council..

GRACE LUCILE THOMPSON
SWINTON (1/12/00), Kansas City,
MO; active member in Swope Park-
way United Christian Church for
than a generation; active in denomi-
national and United Churchwomen's
work; life time educator and French
teacher; on college faculties in.
Floria A. and M. and Lincoln Uni-
versity, Jefferson City, Missouri;
taught more than 30 years in the
Kansas City public school system.
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MORE ABOUT CIDCAGO AND MINISTERIAL RECRUITMENT By O. T. ReJ'Dard

I he "Chicago Story" is a large ~
story with many fitcets. When .,

dealing with the growth of the Disci-
ples of Christ mission among African
Americans in Chicago, the name of the
late Dr. Charles Sherman, an alumnus
of Jarvis Christian College should be
included. He was one of the pioneer
African American Disciples of Christ
House Scholarship Fellows who gradu-
ated from the University of Chicago

Divinity ~ School before the mid-"!
century.
Sherman provided founding pastoral

leadership for the Southside Christian
Church congregation during its transi-
tion into a nucleus for becoming Park-

way Gardens Christian Church. He
adopted a bivocational ministry while
guiding the congregation into the con-

struction of its present filcilities.

Another phase of "The Chicago Story"
also involves the Disciples House and
a precedent setting graduate and Fel-
low, Joan Bell. She is one of the first
African American Disciples of Christ
women to have residence and be
awarded Disciples House grants.

sity of Chicago Divinity School.

Re- .
cently she graduated from the Univer- .

Joan is a charter member of the Ray of ~

Hope Christian Church in Decatur, GA
While in the Divinity School., she was
nurtured by Park Manor Christian
Church  members. Following gradua-
tion she was ordained at First Chris-
tian Church of Maywood, II..
served as the Associate Minister. Re-
cently she was called to be the Associ-
ate Minister at Community Christian
Church in Kansas City, MO.

Still - another
Story" and Ministerial
the part Disciple congregations have
played in encouraging ministerial pros-
pects who are later called to serve in
other  denominations. Park  Manor
Christian  Church, for example, nur-
tured Marvin A. McMickle from his
youth until his commitment to prepare
for Christian ministry. Today he is the
Senior Minister for the Antioch Baptist
Church in Cleveland, Oli

aspect of the "Chicago
Recruitment is

McMickle has two earned doctoral de-
grees; is a professor at Ashland Theo-
logical Seminary; President of
Shaker Heights Board of Education;
and recognized political leader. He re-
cently published a book entitled, "From
Pulpit to Politics: Reflections on the

and ii

f

111

—

~

B -

the

Separation of Church and State." He
often returns to Park Manor Christian
Church as a guest speaker where his

mother, Marthetta McMickle, is a
member and a veteran lay leader.
Another  example is Jeremiah A.

Wright, JR, and currently the SeniOr
Minister
Christ, Chicago, Il... He was encour-
aged to enter Christian work when he
was at youth Park Manor Christian
Church. Today Dr. Wright leads a 13

member Pastoral Staff and 8 member
Administrative ~ Staff in providing a
seven day institutional ~ ministry in

Metro Chicago.

Note:
Story" is one of two African American
Disciples of Christ in the early 1940's
to receive Disciples House Fellow
grants and complete a seminary de-
gree program at the University of Chi-
cago Divinity School. During that time
he was a student assistant at the for-
mer Southside Christian Church. After
his retirement, he was privileged to
return to Chicago as interim minister
at Park Manor Christian Church.

A FEW CIVIL RIGHTS MARKS TOWARD FREEDOM WE SHOULD NEVER FORGET:

% May 17, 1954: Supreme Court outlawed school segrega-

tion based on race- Brown vs. Board of Education *
* Dec. 1, 1955, Montgomery, AL; Rosa Parks arrested he-
cause she refused to give up her seat on a bus. *

Dec. 5, 1955, Montgomery, Al Bus Boycott begins
Nov. 13, 1956, Supreme Court bans segregated seating on *

Montgomery buses

% August 29, 1957, Congress passes first Civil Rights Act *

since Reconstruction

police bull whips; jails are swamped with 2,500 adults
June 11, 1963, Alabama Governor keeps promise to
stand in schoolhouse door to prevent integration

August 28, 1963,250,000 Americans march on Wash-
ington for civil rights

Jan. 23, 1964, Poll tax outlawed in federal elections, but

continued to be used in some southern states

June 20, 1964, Freedom summer brings 1000 young

civil rights volunteers to Mississippi

*  September 24, 1957. President Eisenhower orders federal *

troops to enforce school desegregation in Little Rock, AR Actof1964
% Dec. 51960, Supreme Court outlaws segregation in bus *

terminals 1965
* April 1, 1962, Civil Rights groups join forces to launch *

voter registration drive

* May 3-6, 1963, a couple of thousand non-violent children *
Sheriff Bull Connor's dogs and-

confront Birmingham's

July 2, 1964 President Johnson signs the Civil Rights
July 9, 1965, Congress passes Voting Rights Act of

Oct. 2, 1967, Thurgood Marshall sworn in as first black

Supreme Courrt justice

April 4, 1968., Dr. Martin Luther King, JR was assas-
sinated as he led a demonstration for garbage workers
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at Trinity United Church of .

The author of "The Chicago .
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Onward Into the New Millennium! The O1btimm: Grapevbie
DONORS SINCE LAST ISSUE: ~ term studies of soil samples to see if Published six times a year
Ruth Hobbs, Jackson, MS; Eugene! . their communities are inhabitable. Through tax exempt donations.
Pauldenia Randall, Gertude A A Once inspectors have done their work,

Dimke, Russell/Nancy Harrison, Rob- _  and congregations have begun to work  William K. Fox, Sr. Editor/Manager
ert M Hall, Ernest/Janice Newborn, fi ~ with BeE on getting loans, we will O. T.Reynard, Pseudonym
I;lljth /gh Tiitmeréh Indialrgapollizs, |NI; .. $i%|:e to hear of needsfor volunteers. Phone: 816-331-7323

enn/Charlotte Shoemaker, Eugene! ~ FAX 9o o
Nancy Rutherford, Kathryn McKay, sitting around the table were hesitant ad dres§'16 3.2 2-7627E-mail
Hugh Palmer, Gilford/Denise Olmsted, ‘to say they need volunteers because

ProofReader, Edythe Grant

Betty J. Doss; Raymore, MO; A. K. 1 they are afraid you will insist on com-
Raymore, MO

Longfellow, Berda R Sewell, Nathan- j  ing now and they can't use you now.
iel Warder, Kansas City, MO; Hannah ; But when asked if they felt certain
J. Toomey, Belleville, IL; Thmnas/ . they'd need volunteers in the late  Associate Editor -Ernest Newborn

Joellen Johns, Leawood, KS; Eddie E.! Spring (maybe even early spring) and Indianapolis, IN
Griffin, Geneva Battle, Elizabeth A 1  summer, they all said, "Yes!"
Jones, Chicago, IL; Johnnie R Cal- - Concerned church persons were urged D1RECTORS

vert, Ellicott City, MD; Melba Haw- I to
kins, Hawkins, TX; Charles Barr,! 1- "Pray. Lift up these coogregations

Cameroo, MO; Marjorie Johnsoo, St. and communities in prayer. They are Sere S. Myers, President

Louis,MO tired, they are devastated. They are in Kansas City, MO
shock and they have just begun to re- Sybel Thomas, Vice President
1CRISIS NEEDS CONTINUE. . build their lives. They need the sup- Chicago, IL

port of a God ...
Linda C. McKnight. Financial Secre-
2. Send health kitS, school kits and taryffreasurer St. |_0uis7 MO
flood kits to Church World Service. As
each community finds a need, they
cootact CWS to give these items. The
warehouses are frighteningly low."

Indianapolis, IN- Cmnpassion Fund "
Director Wray returned frmn October/ .
November on site visitations of hurri-
cane ravaged areas of Eastern North
Carolina to report:

Several churches have expressed the if
desire to use volunteers to help them ~
rebuild if and when

they get the go ahead to do that.
Many are waiting for wood to dry out
enough to get the OK from FEMA to ~.
build  Others are waiting for long

Kitty Austin, Indianapolis, IN
Reubena M. S.Fox, Raymore, MO
Ruth Hobbs, Jackson, MS
For more informatioo go to the Week Roland Huff: Jacksonville, FL
of Compassion Web  Site: Harvey Thomas, Chicago, IL

<Weekofcompassion.org> or write
Week ofCmnpassioo, P. O. Box 1986, AN IRS 501 © (3)TAX EXEMPT
Indianapolis, IN 46206 ORGANIZATION

(please cut here and mail.)
OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE GOOD FAITH FORM:

Address:
City/Town:
ENCLOSED IS MY DONATION OF $10 _ $15_ $20 _  $25_ $50 _ Other $__

UNTIL. FEURTHER NOTICE, PLEASE SEND YOUR DONATION CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO:
OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE, c/o William K. Fox, Sr, 500 Mott Dr.- #102B, Raymore, MO 64083


mailto:artist9364@aol.com
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Picture From BLACK VOICES Web Site -In the 1990's Picture From CNN Web Site - In.the 1950-60 '8

THE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR BIRTHDAY and the observance of BLACK HISTORY MONTH are two na-
tional observances which help us launch the New Millennium. Both are times to pause and measure progress being made
in fulfuling the human dignity and freedom adgenda. The Grand Dream so dramatically expressed by Martin Luther King
JR has slowly unfolded over the past 40 years. However, the Millions Marches bymen and women in the 1990's re-
minded us that deeper commitment and action is still urgently needed. Let us use THE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR
BIRTHDAY alld BLACK HISTORY MONTH observances;1l 2000 AD to REMEMBER. CELEBRATE, AND ACT.

OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE

500 Mott Drive - Suite No. 102B NONPROFIT ORG
Raymore, Missouri 64083-9152 US POSTAGE
PAID
RAYMORE,MO

PERMIT NO. 30

Peterl Morgan
1101 Nineteenth Avenue South
Nashville, TN 37212-2196

ADDRESS CORRECI1ON SERVICE
REQUESTED

WA T I R 5 W A A



Networking

~ =S Mart--h-_-Ap-=slrilm21!'i11000-------- Ra-ym-ore-,

Special points of in-
terest:

» Lenten/Easter

» Personalities and VleW-
points on the 20th.
Century

* Relevance of Senior
Citizenship to the 21st
Century

Inside this issue:
A Basketball Pioneet 2

Pugh- a Clergy Sage 3

Reid Retires 3
Some Cross Over 5
Thanks OT Readers 7
Refining OT Mailing 7
Wisdom on Family 8

L~

church-related

senior Citizens

Into  Christian community

THE OLDTIMERS'
GRAPEVINE- March/April2000

From Inner Cleansing to Outer Lightand Releasel

ThroUghout the Lenten Season
our devotional journeys have'
been held in tension by the pierc-
ing probe of Psalm. 51:

"Have mercy on me, O God, ac-
cording to thy steadfast love; ac-
cording to thy abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.

2- Wash me thoroughly from my
iniquity, and cleanse me from my
sin.

3- For | know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.

4- Against thee, thee only, have |
sinned, and done that which is
evil in thy sight, so that thou art
justified in thy sentence and
blameless in thy judgement ...

7- Purge me with hyssop, and |
will be clean, wash me, and |
shall be whiter than snow.

8- Fill me with joy and gladness;
let the bones which thou hast bro-
ken rejoice.

9- Hide thy face from my sins,
and blot out my iniquities.

10- Create in me a clean heart, O
God, and put a new and right
Spirit within me.

11- Cast me not away from thy
presence, and take not thy holy

<opiedfrom  Web:rhots.co",
Spirit from me.

12- Restore to me the joy of thy
salvation and uphold me with a
willing spirit...

15- 0 Lord, open thou my lips,
and my mouth shall forth thy
praise,

16- For thou hast no delight in
sacrifice; were | to give a burnt
offering, thou would not be
pleased.

17- The sacrifice acceptable to
God is a broken spirit; a broken
spirit and contrite heart, O God,
thou wilt not despise..."

Prayer: May your Grace sustain
us, O God, even though the Cross
and Ressurrection Day are here
and we have' not yet fully
achieved the inner cleansing we
intended. AMEN

Miss--0-un--L,
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McLendon: Disciple and Celebrated Pioneer in Basketball, By 0. T. Reynard

John B McLendon

Some  Oldtimers remember the
late John McLendon, pioneer bas-
ketball coach, as a member Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ)
congregations in Kansas City, KS
and Nashville, TN. Others recall
when he was sponsored by the
Christian Men's Fellowship as a
major speaker at a Biennial Assem-
bly of the National Convocation of
the Christian (Disciples of Christ)
Church.

When McLendon was a University
of Kansas college student in the
1930's, he jumped into the campus
swimingpool for a refreshing swim
As soon as he got out the pool was
drained and closed down.. As an Af-
rican American member of the stu-
dent body he had committedthe un-
pardonable social sin of polluting
the pool clothedin his brown skin.

= M ——~——~—-

The women who had come with him
om Galilee followed and sawthe
,tomb and how his body was laid...
iBut on thefirst day of the week, at
|ear|y dawn, they went to the tomb,
itaking the spices they had pre-
pared. And tjhey found the stone

But when McLendon graduated
from the University of Kansas with
a master's degree in physical educa-
tion, he jumped into the pool of
coaching basket ball. From that day
to this the game of basketball has
never been the same.

The pioneer black player and coach
who was the last surviving student
of basketball creator, Dr. James Na-
ismith, died last October at 84.

John McLendon is credited for d~
vising "the fast break” maneuver
widely used by basketball teams to-
day. During 25 years of collegiate
coachinghe mounted a 76% winning
record with 523 wins and 165 losses
while on the faculties of North
Carolina State College (now Univer-
sity) Hampton Institute (now Uni-
versity), Kentucky State College
(now University), Tennessee State
College (now Uninverstiy, and
Cleveland State University.

This year (2000) the Central Inter-
collegiate  Athletic Conference
(CIAA), which was founded by
McLendon and three colleagues in
Washington, D. C. in 1946, high-
lighted its 55th basketball tourna-
ment by naming the classic, "The
John McLendon Memorial Basket-
ball Tournament."

The tournament showcases the
teams from 12 historically black

LI | s i s
.~ —~ —~ —~—~—

rolled away from the tomb, but
when they went in they did not find
the body. While they were per-
plexed about this, ... Two men stood
by in dazzling apparel... The men
said to them, 'Why do you seek the
living among the dead?' Remember

—~ —~—

colleges and universities (HBCU)
and contributes to some of the best

basketball in the NCAA Division IT

competition.

However, in 1950 Coach McLen-
don led in planning and organizing
the mechanics for integrating his-
torically black colleges and universi-
ties (HBCUs) into national, non-
racially segregated basketball cham-
pionships. Coach McLendon has
been inducted in 11 halls of fame

He was coach of the Tennessee
State University men's basketball
team of Nashville, TN in 1954
which became the first HBCU insti-
tution to play in the National Asso-
ciation of Intercollegiate Athletics
(NAJA) basketball tournament.

In 1957, 1958, and 1959 the TSU
McLendon coached men's team won
captured the NAJA title three con-
secutive years. No HBCU team has
matched that record to-date.

McLendon was the first African
American to coach a professional
basketball team. He coached teams
in the National Industrial League
and American Basketball League in
Cleveland, OH and Denver, CO.
They won championships in the r~
spective leagues in 1961 and 1962.
Coach McLendon also pioneered as
a member of the Olympic Commit-
tee from 1966to 1976.

—~—— P~ e

howhe told you...that the Son of
man must be delivered into the
hands of sinfulmen and be crucified
and on the third day rise." And
they remembered his words and re-
turned to tell all this to the eleven
and all the rest. Lie. 23:55; 24:1-9
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Samuel F.Pugh at 96 Views the 20th. Century, *

By William K. Fox, Sr

Indianapolis, IN- During a recent
interview of retired Disciples of
Christ minister Samuel F. Pugh, it
soon became evident that this vet-
eran servant of the Lord who was
born June 4, 1904 was, indeed, a
rare personality.

Interviewer Bill Shaw put it like this
"...you know that Samuel F. Pugh is
a Hoosier treasure, even though he
. was born in (Pike County) Missouri,
grew up in the Pacific Northwest,
preached throughout Kentucky and
California and has lived in Indian-
apolis only 48 years."

Pugh was already a mature citizen
when he arrived in Indianapolis
nearly a half century ago. He ac-
knowledged that "The Pugh family
toilet was a hole in the ground cov-
ered over by a wooden shack. There
was no electricity or telephones.
Only birds flew in the sky. Roads

Clara Rei.d:The (Pleasant) Voice of the

Indianapolis, IN- The "voiceof the
Disciples Center" has retired. That's
right. Clara Reid, an 18-year em-
ployee of Christian Church Services
will hung up her receptionist's re-
ceiver February 15,2000.

In recognition of her ministry to
countless Disciples members and
friends, she was honored during a
February 14 reception at the Disci-
ples Center.

were mud and not pavement.”

So Sam Pugh has a lot to say about
the ups and downs, ins and outs of
the 20™. Century.

All four of the Pugh children fin-
ished college while their father la-
bored as a house painter. Sam's sib-
lings, two sisters and a brother, are
in their late 80's and 90's and resid-
ing well on the West Coast.

Sam's beautiful marital union was-
curtailed by the death of wife, Cath-
erine, after 51 years. The marriage
resulted in the birth and nurture of
one son and a daughter. The son,
Larry Pugh, is an Indianapolis law-
yer; and daughter, Katherine Erick-
son, a proud homemaker and mother
living in California.

Many in the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) remember his
productive tenure as the last editor
of the denomination's mission out-

When Clara finished her work from
the Disciples' downtown location,
most persons will remember her
from the Missions Building on Indi-
anapolis' east side. From there she
welcomed religious dignitaries from
across the country and around the
world, received and rerouted thou-
sands of telephone calls, took just as
many messages, issued daily an-
nouncements, and, in general, repre-
sented the best of the Christian

reach journal, called THE WORLD
CALL. African American Disciples
treasure the last issue of the
WORLD CALL (1960) because it
featured predominantly African
American congregations within the
denomination.

Others recall attending inspirational
Men's retreats in which he was a
leader, or reading essays and poems
written he had written when he was

(Continued on page 4)

Church Retires

Church (Disciples of Christ).

She did the same from the 130 East
Washington Street location which
Indianapolis stafimoved to in 1995.
That move to the downtown location
was among the most significant
events in her tenure. Reid called it a
"challenging transition" that was
"like closing one door and opening
another,"” she said. Indeed, it was. It

(Continued on page 4)
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Sam Pugh: Livingthe Lifeand Serving the Christ

(Continuedfrom page 3)

a director of Chrisian Men's Fellow-
ship or serving as executive secre-
tary for the denomination's member-
ship and evangelism department.

Sam has traveled all over America
and the world in the interest of
Christian endeavors.

Here's a sampling of a few Pugh
views:

*We've improved on the meth-
ods of killing each other. Killing is
more efficient. There is much to be
done before we can say we are
really brothers ...

*1 never heard the word ‘poor’
as a kid... We had no money, but we
had toys ... Maybe because there was
no TV to remind the poor and point
out how much stuff they couldn't
afford. .. Or maybe because the rich
flaunt it more now. Who knows?"

*People always wanted more
than they had, but there wasn't so
much to want and people didn't
have the money anyway. | do think
there's more emphasis upon material
things today. People think they're
busy today, but they seem busy just
being busy ...

*People seem busy with so
many unimportant activities, they
don't have time for important things,
like their friends and family

Sam Pugh has not given up on mod-
ern society or his ability as a senior
citizen to let his little light shine eve-
rywhere he goes. He is an avid opti-
mist as well as a Disciple of Christ
and longtime member of the Opti-
mist Club.

Sam lives in a retirement housing
community called Robin Run. It is
affiliated with the National Benevo-
lent Association, the social services
program unit of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ).

Sam stays busy and time goes fast.
Even though both of his arthritic
knees have been replaced with metal
knees that don't work, he exercises
daily and is an ardent volunteer
worker.  Devotedly checking his
daily calendar, he speeds around in
his electric scooter to the cafeteria
and a variety of Robin Run and gen-
eral community meetings and activi-
ties.

After producing some 14 books and

She Used the Position to Further the Mission

(Continuedfrom page 3)

was a change of physical environ-
ment to be sure. But the new signs
also signaled other changes that al-
ready were taking place. Staff
changes were among them.

By 1995 a number of career em-
ployees with Indianapolis staff had
retired; turnover among support

staff was even more frequent; and
the denomination had two years
prior elected a new general minister
and president the Rev. Richard
Hamm who came from a regional
rather than general staff position.

With the change came new opportu-
nities that were enlightening and in-
teresting. "It afforded me the oppor-

pamphlets since retirement in 1972,
he's still engaged in creative writing.
One of his poems entitled THE
TIME BEFORE Y2K was read by
the 50 member Warren Central High
School Readers' Theatre during the
Governor's  Millennium 2000 cele-
bration last New Year's Eve.

Sam Pugh's bottom line message for
all of us younger than 96 is "Stop
worrying .. Kkeep believing, and liv-
ing the life, and serving the Christ ,
and God will take care of the rest. "

*Adapted from Sam's Cen-
tury, by Bill Shaw, Staff Writer and
Interviewer, Indianapolis Star,
12/26/99

tunity to learn more about people who
are a part of the Christian ministry,"”
she said.

The term "mission" aptly describes
Reid's service to Missions Building,
the Disciples Center and the entire
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
since 1982. (Disciples of Christ Of-
fice of Communications)
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"BUSTER" ALPHIN, JR, St,

Louis, MQ- A grandson of pioneer
Disciples of Christ leaders William
Alphin, SR and Mary Ann Alphin.
William J. Alphin, JR, served in law
enforcement from May 1960, with
distinction and honor for 27 years in
almost every major department of
the St. Louis police force. He retired
as a Lieutenant with six commenda-
. tions for exceptional service in the
line of duty. He was also involvedin
. volunteer community service and a
member of Centennial Christian
Church, where his parents were
long-time leaders. "Buster" Alphin
passed December 25, 1999. Heading
those who mourn is his wife of 43
years, Mattie Marie Alphin; three
sons, five grandchildren; two sisters;
lone brother; and many nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, and friends.

JAMES T. HOLLAND, Chicago,
IL- Retired Minister Holland passed
away January 24, 2000. He retired
as Associate Minister Holland of the
Park Manor Christian Church with
primary responsibilities for the Jun-
ior Congregation. Among the youth
in th~ Junior Church during his ten-

JOHN O. GRIFFIS, Greenville,
TX. - John Griffis, who passed
away November 4, 1999, was a lay
elder and leader in Clarks Street
Christian Church for more than 50
years, was father of Dr James O.
Griffin, retired school administrator,
currently a pastor and widely known
church leader in the district, regional
and general expressions of the
Church.
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ure who went on to receive seminary
preparation for professional leader-
ship in contemporary church scene
were Claudia Highbaugh, Irvin:
Green, Charles Webb, JR and
Marvin McMickle.

FAY SATTERFIELD, Bonner'

Springs, KS- Mother of Emerson

Park Christian Church senior minis- '
ter, Ted Satterfield, who passed'

January 26, 2000, followinga long

illness.

DORSEY LEE JONES, St
Louis, MQ- Dorsey Jones went to
his final resting place January 27
after a lingering illness. He was a
faithful member of Centennial
Christian Church with a successful
military career as a Tech Sergeant
in the U. S. Army Division of Engi-
neering. During service he received

the Victory Metal, European, Afri- -

can, Middle Eastern Theater Rib-
bon; two Bronze Stars, and a Good
Conduct Medal. He was honorably
discharged December 6, 1945.
Heading those who mourn is his
wife of 53 years, Velma Esper Mur-

. phy; a sister-in-law, Fannie Murphy

Lawless of Austin, TX and several

SANDY  WITHERSPOON;

Winston Salem, N.C.- Pastor
Sandy Witherspoon, who departed
life January 15, 2000, had given

faithful ministerial service to the -

Spencer Memorial Christian Church
in Winston-Salem, NC.

FESTUS C. CAREY, Brooklyn,
N. Y. The native Texan died Janu-
ary, 2000 He was nurtured as a',
youth in the Disciples of Christ tra-
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nieces, nephews and cousins.

GEORGE M. DICKERSON,
Tazwell, VA- George Dickerson,
member of a family with sixteen
children, went home October 25,
1999. Four brothers and six sisters
preceded him in death. Following
the Dickerson family tradition of
being a faithful Disciple of Christ,
he aided the Bethany Christian
Church, Cleveland, OH to fulfill its
construction program. He returned
to Tazwell, VA , his birthplace, to
assist the Midway Christian Church
in its building program. As a gifted
poet, he made folders, cassettes and
videos and recited his creations from
memory in benefit programs. He
used the voluntary offerings to sup-
port community projects like a local
Rescue Squad. During the Civil
Rights Struggle, his services in the
community prompted civic leaders
to reward him with a Cultural Am-
bassador Award. The late Dr. Mar-
tin L. King, JR, presented it to him.

DR. VIRGIL V. HINDS, Ray-
more, MQ- Virgil V. Hinds, born
May 4, 1909, in Texas County, OK,

(Continued on page 6)

dition; a graduate of Jarvis Chris-
tian College, Hawkins, TX; and an
insurance broker who provided ex-
tensive bi-vocational ministry in
Brooklyn and the prevailing metro
area.

He had, on occasion, been an in-
terim pastor for the Stuyvesant

HeighhisthristiahhaCdhuralth~egfulhd

and Lay a meamn
membership. |
~ N
I
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(Continued from page 5)

passed away January 31,2000. The
Disciples of Christ minister was a
bi-vocational pastor in Clyde and
Vermilion, Kansas before becoming
a college administrator and life long
religious scholar. He teamed up with
his wife, Oeatus, after graduating
together from Phillips Seminary in
1936, to serve for 22 years at Man-
hattm Bible College, Manhattan,

KS, where he was Dean of the Col-
lege. Then came 16 years on the fac-
ulty at Lynchburg College,

Lynchburg, VA., \Were he retired as
Head of the Department of Religion.
His late wife, Cleatus, who he mar-
ried in 1933, preceded him in death.
She taught Greek and English lit-
erature and was a faithful mother.

The Memorial Service held Febru-
ary 5, 2000 at Foxwood Springs
wsd led by the surviving two daugh-
ters, Vesta Griffith of Raymore,
MO, and her husband,Rodney, and
Becky Seitzinger of Akron, DB, and
her husband, George.

ROGER WILLIAMS, Columbia,
S. C.- Retired Disciples of Christ
minister and native South Carolinian
February 4, 2000 after an extended

(Continued from page 5)

ARTHUR J. STANLEY, New-
berg, OR, February 12,2000. Dur-
ing the "population explosion"
the mid-

tion to provide administrative lead-
ership for congregations and church

regions in devising long range
"master plans" for new church es-
tablishment.
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1950's he was one of the .
ministers engaged by the denomina- .
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period of illness. Pastor Williams
roodered a yoked field ministry for
congregations in Erhardt, Buford,'
and Holly Hill, before answering a
call to serve the Williamsburg
Christian Church of Brooklyn, NY.
Elder Williams gave an heroic bio-
vocational and full-time ministerial
leadership to Williamsburg for 40
years. During his tenure the congre-
gation became self-sufficient; grew
to more than 500; hosted a National
Christian ~ Missionary ~ Convention
annual session where the CMF fea-
tured Jackie Robinson as a speaker;
and burned the church mortgage.
He leaves to mourn wife, Carrie
Belle of 66 years and two daughters,
Donna and Linda, and many friends.

N. VERNON BLANKENSHIP,
Lexington, KY, March 27, 2000.
The Bethany College alumnus with
seminary  preparation at Union
Theological (NY) and Lexington
Theological (KY) was a senior min-

MARCH/APRIL 2000
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ister and a military chaplain before -

climaxing his service
representative and vice president of
the Board of Church Extwsion. His
avid concern for congregations to
make church buildings fully accessi-
ble to persons with physical limita-

He served as the regional church
minister for the northeast area in the
early 1960's; a time of civil and so-
cial unrest; guiding some congrega-
tions in efforts to survive, and aiding
others to develop programs to meet.
newly emerging community needs.

HARRELL E. HAMM, St. Pe-

tersburg, FL.- The father of Gen-
eral Minister and President Richard

Hamm passed away February 22, in

as a gooeral .

~ St.
i Hamm characterized his father with
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tions led the Blankenship Family to
oocourage contributions to the N.

Vernon Blankenship Named FlIDd

for Accessibility.

ANNA MORGAN-MOODY, St.

Louis, MO, February 21, 2000,

"A native of Oklahoma \WO was
known as a kind, vibrant, life-loving.
and generous person” \WO devoted
her life to family and her two chil-
droo; sharing her leadership gifts to
the Church of Christ and the Cen-
temrial Christian congregation; and
the strengths of her doctoral degree
as an elementary public school edu-
cational system as a teacher and ad-
ministrator for nearly 50 years.

PHIL ANDRIA DICKERSON,
Nashville, TN, March 31, 2000.
Faithful 94 year old widow of the
late Disciples of Christ Church pas-
tor and leader, the late L. L. Dicker-
son; devoted mother of the late
Anne Dickerson who died unexpect-
ecD.yjust as she was ascending in
significant church leadership. Me-
morial services for Phil Dickerson"
were held at Gay-Lea CC, \Were her
late husband was once senior minis-
ter while he managed the NCMC's-
Greenwood Cemetery.

Petersburg,  Florida.  President

the words, "He was a very good
man." Memorial Services took place
in St. Petersburg, FL and onternment
at Hillsboro, IN

>,
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Some Words of Wisdom from a Member of the

Modern Christianity

They're making it mighty
easy to be a Christian these days

They're trying to change the
Bible in so many ways:

Now we have white lies and
black ones any color you can
choose;

And no one thinks about it un-
less the lie is told on you.

The Bible says "Thou shalt not
steal nobody else's stuff’,

But we don't judge you near as
harsh if you just steal enough.

"Love thy neighbor as thyself,"
is right you will agree;

But ifhe has a wife also, it's
best to let her be.

OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE
500 Mott Drive - Suite No. 1028
Raymore, Missouri 64083-9152
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Things we considered wrong
before, they're now considered
right;

We give up to the devil now
without a decent fight.

A lot of things we do these days
are really quite a shame.

And seldom do we stQPto think
the Church will get the bliune.

But I've decided to make a
stand, no matter what the test.

Ihope the Church will wake up
soon and stop some of this mess!

-by George M. Dickerson, Tazwell,
VA (1973)-  (1917-1999)

Member of the Disciples of Christ
Dickerson Family LeaderslPoets in
the Church for more than three gen-
erations.

MAY REED (0100)
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Dickerson Family

George M. Dickerson

"We always try to keep in touch
with the family. Cause some of us
get in dutch in the family.

The strong ones always help the

weak. We sometimes turn the other
cheek.

We're never happy unless all of
us eat in the family."
-from My Family," by
George M. Dickerson (1973)

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE
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RAYMORE,MO
PERMIT NO. 30

1101 NINETEENTH AVE" SOUTH

NASHVILLE, TN. 37212

ADDRESS CORREcrION AND FOR-
WARDING SERVICE REQUESTED
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Special points of in-
terest:

1-the ongoing need for
recruitment, preparation.
and supply of the Chris-
tian ministry;

2- the transition and re-
tirement  among church
leaders;

3- retirees  choose to
renew and retread

e«.¢40ss of original mates

in successful marriage via
death have opportunity

to preserve commitment

to Christian family
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senior Citizens
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Raymore, Hissouri

"THIS MINISTRY"- Meditative Thoughts from an
Old Lounge Chair, by 0. T. Reynard

<|) uring the 16" biennial session of the
National Convocation of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) which meets
in Charlotte, N.C. August 11-15,2000 the
Ministers and Spouses Fellowship will do
what they have done so consistently and
well for more than a half century. They
will lift up a cry for supporting "This
Ministry." The challenge will come
through President May Reed of Nashville,
TN. and cooperating Fellowship members
and friends.

A breakfast jointly sponsored by the Min-
isters and Spouses Fellowship and the
Ministers Fellowship will feature an audio
visual specially developedwith staff of the
the National Benevolent Association. It
will memorializethe leadership of the late
Lucille Compton of Cincinnati, OH who
spearheaded several Ministers Wives Fel-
lowship to provide ftmds for ministerial
student scholarships.

Love gifts placed on the Altar will be used
to replenish finances used for scholarship
grants, principally the Star Supporter
Fund nearly a half century ago by the Na-
tional Christian Missionary Convention.
There is not denominational ministers'
and spouses group any where in America
that is more faithful in raising this chal-
lenge than the Ministers Wives/Spouses
Fellowship of the National Convocation of
the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ).

Last Christmas | received an informative
newsletter from the Rev. Charles H.
Webb, JR. Director of Black Ministries,
Indianapolis, IN. His office is lodged in
the Center for Leadership and Ministry
within the Division of Homeland Minis-
tries (DHM) of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). The seasonal greet-
ing included a short summary of the op-
erations of the Office of Black Ministry in
1999 and the ,..--------

following

brief refer-

ence:

In 1999
"Seventy-

nine  schol-
arships (32 _ |
Star  Sup- | =,
porter) were | "This
granted  to _
persons preparing for the miniStry total-
ing $134,500. Twenty-six scholarships
for clergy continuing education were
granted totaling $13,624." This summary
statement covers many concerns and gen-
eral church interests.

~

Ministry"

We can assume that the majority of the
Star Supporter Fund grants assisted Afri-
can American Disciples of Christ ministe-
rial prospects. However, the critical na-
ture of this challenge is underscored when
you realize that Director Webb's state-
ment reflects all needy persons able to
(Continued on Page 2)



PAGE 2

THE OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE

VOLUME X ISSUE 3

Servants of the Master inVocational Transition

JOYCE COALSON. IDdiuapolis,
IN- Resigned effective July 31, 2000
after 18 years in executive administra-
tive leadership in the Division of
Homeland Ministries for the General
Chmch (Disciples of Christ); starting
in 1982 as executive for the Divi-
sion's Department of Ministry; named
vice president of DHM in 1984; then
vie»president of the Center for Lead-
ership and Ministry when that instru-
ment for program was created in
1991. Joyce has expressed a desire
"to be back in pastoral ministry."

LINDA MCKNIGHT, st
MO- Returned to "home base" and
secular employment as of September
1999, following brief service as treas-
mer for Chmch Finance Council,
Christian ~ Church  (Disciples  of
Christ). Former professional services
on the staff of Jarvis Christian Col-
lege, and the Division of Higher Edu-
cation of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ).

NORMA RUTH ELLINGTON-
TWIITY, St Louis, MQ- resigned
July 1, 2000 after 15 years as vie»
presidellt for-PI'.ogt'8mplanning in the
National Benevolent Association in
the Central Office. Her most recent

1..0.

assignment was serving as the initi-
ating chief executive officer for the
National ~ Benevolent  Foundation
with a Metro St. Louis, MO. She
was guiding this newly formed NBA
structure in ftmd raising and "friend-
raising” for NBA, primarily in St.
Louis. She was the NBA community
presence in Greater St. Louis, serv-
ing as a liaison to community or-
ganizations, local colleges and uni-
versities, and foundations.

She shared extensively in the general
unit's efforts to implement its com-
mitment to racial ethnic diversity.
She witnessed the expansion of this
commitment throughout the Central
Office operation and related field
staff.

Patricill B. Maples, Dalla, Texas,
who began services January 2000
for the St. Louis-based National
Benevolent Association as the
newly created position of Corpo-
rate Nurse, is one of many exam-
ples of NBA 's commitment to diver-
sity. Workingfrom her Dallas, TX
home, Mrs. Maples develops and
implements policies on quality im-
provement, accreditation compli-
ance, payment systems, and nurse
recruitment and retention at older

adult facilities related to NBA.
ANN  UPDEGRAFF-SPLETH,
IndiaDapolB. The “first woman and
youngest” of the Disciples of Christ
denominational unit presidents who
was employed as the chief executive
officer when she was 40 years old,
will retire soon after ten consecutive
years of steadfast administrative
church leadership. She steered the
major  denominational ~ homeland
ministries vehicle through a difficult
period of restructure, and guided the
unit toward making the congregation
the primary program focus. She
looks forward to having more time
for family enrichment and being
available as a consultant to religious
and secular organizations concerned
with humanitarian services.

LOUIS WAYNE STEWART,.ID-
diaDapolis, IN- Resigned June 2,
2000 after seven years as the Ad-
ministrative Director of Reconcilia-
tion for the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) During this
period he steered the focus of the
Reconciliation program from ‘'race
and poverty' to anti-racism; linked
with  human relations consultation
specialists to guide concerned lead-
ership into in depth consideration of

(Continued on page 5)

From an old Lounge Chair- mMmore on "Thgs Mgnpst ry"

(Continuedfrom  Page 1)

receive  ministerial  scholarships
through the general chmch, not only
African  American.  Of course,
DHM's Center for Leadership and
Ministry is not the only resource
available to potential candidates for
ministry in preparation. Much of

Director  Webb,'s task involves
guiding worthy and needy persons
toward additional resources within
and outside of the denomination.

More fundamental questions might
include: How broad and deep is the
flow of college and seminary stu-

dents who are committed to prepar-
ing for the Christian ministry? How
many, who have this intention and!
or commitment, need financial assis-
tance? Finally, how many churches,
large and small, are intentionally
involved in developing a religious

(Continued on page 3)
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FierslSponaugle Marriage Renews Commitment

Alan Dale Fiers

'J acksoDVille, FL: The marriage
of 93 year old pioneer Disciples of
Christ clergyman, Alan Dale Fires,
to Virginia Rose Sponaugle June
17, 2000 performed by the Rev,
Richard J. Hull Il at Riverside Av~
nue Christian Church, was a signifi-
cant commentary on the contempo-
rary scene. They were senior citi-
zens who had lost their mates in
death, again celebrating a public
commitmentto marriage and Chris-
tian family.

The ritual highlighted the option
taken by a growing number of sen-
ior citizens who experience the loss
of a spouse by death after many
years of successful marriage. Un-
forseen  circumstances  emerge
which present opportunity for r~
newing the marital commitment.

THE OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE

Both are from the Heartland Alan
was born in Kankakee, IL and Vir-
ginia in Moberly, MO. The mar-
riage links a star high school and
collegiate athlete and retired pioneer
church leader with a professional
social worker with the mentally ill
and physically handicapped as well
as an experienced congregational
church leader.

Alan Fiers was a four letter (i. e.
baseball, football, basketball, track)
high school and college star who
rose through a successful profes-
sional ministry in the Disciples of
Christ as pastor of congregations in
Ohio; member of key denomina-
tional and ecumenical church
boards; and the fifth president of the
United Christian Missionary Soci-
ety. He retired in 1972 as the ~
nomination's first elected General
Minister and President. As the titu-
lar Church head he had guided the
denomination through involvement
in the Civil Rights Movement while
pursuing the deliberative process for
becoming a general church,. Dale
has aided in setting many precedents
in the mission of the Church.

The the Fiers and Sponaugle saga
began when friendships developedin
Florida as their families became in-
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to Family

Virginia Rose Sponaugle

volved in the life and work of the
Riverside Avenue Christian Church.
Eventually both lost their spouses
through cancer. She is equipped
with graduate school study and
qualification by governmental stan-
dards to work with the mentally ill
and physically handicapped

As a lay church worker and leader
in the congregation she has served
as an 'elder; two terms as chair of
the congregation's general board;
attended major church retreats,
distict, regional and general assem-
blies; and been active in the Chris-
tian Women's Fellowship.

They will reside at Cypress Village,
Jacksonville, FL, a retirement com-
munity related to National Benevo-
lent Association.

Froman old Lounge Chai- more on  1heiSMengtry™

(Continuedfrom page 2)

climate which will encourage per-
sons to seriously consider prepara-
tion for full-time Christian service?
Why do most congregational search
committees still have great difficulty
in finding prospects for full-time
Christian service?

These are some meditations of a
senior Disciples of Christ minister in
his sixtieth year of ordination as he
lounges in a big chair. Have similar
thoughts and questions ever crossed
your mind?
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The Foxwood Gift and Craft Shop: Group Labor of Love

Sy Jean

~ aymore, M().. The lovely
craft shop nestled betweenthe NBA
related Foxwood Springs Retirement
Living Center and the Cable TV sta-
tion, had a very humble beginning.
It started with a group of women
who wanted a place to do various
crafts. They had a long table in the
room currently used by the Com-
puter Club.

Merle Evers, Nellie Engelhardt and
Mary Jell were the talented few who
created this idea of a Craft Shop.
When the Child Care Center, which
once occupied our present facilities,
was moved to larger quarters, we
were moved to this large, spacious
room.

What a joy to have all this room to
expand! Soonit grew from one long
table to many tables. All were filled
with many kinds of lovely things.
Not only crafty things; but useful
things, such as baby sweaters, boer
tie blankets, and little romper
dresses. A variety of other infant
items included knitted caps, mittens,
scarfs and lap robes.

Our residents donated everything.
As the interest grew we expandedon
tables and added new shelves and
display walls.

As director, | was delightedto find a
section of the room where we could
create beautiful flower arrangements
of all kinds. We were able to use
these creationsto help beautify parts
of our homes, apartments, dining
rooms and lounge areas.

Mary Rich and | started the idea of
recycling greeting cards and doing
rubber stamp art. We soon became
very skilled in our endeavors and
had many volunteers learning how
to recycle cards. The cards soon be-
came "best sellers.” It didn't take
long before the Gift Shop became a
place to come, shop, and buy.

Many talented people have contrib-
uted to the success of the Shop. An
idea that started with a few soon
blossomed into a very successful
gift shop. A very talented business
woman, Joann Williamson, now
manages the Shop. It will be a joy to
see it grow under her capable hands

The Gift Shop, like all business en-
terprises, has a "Bottom Line." Last
year, 1998- 1999, the Gift Shop
contributed $5,525.00 to the Fellow-
ship of John, the Fund, which helps
Foxwood Springs residents in hours
of critical need. This, plus untold
joys received by all who voluntarily
participate combine to be the
"Bottom Line"- our "payoff."

gf or 15years (19~

) dedicated Foxwood
residents have volun-
tarily and faithfully
come to the Shop to
use their talented
hands to stich and sell
enough quilts to pro-
duce $68,426 for the
Fellowship of John Be-
nevolent Fund; a resi-
dent maintenance sup-
port resource.

INnman, Resident and Retiring Volunteer Manager

Mrs. Inman is a 93 year old retired
beautician with an endearing person-
ality and gifted passion for using a
variety of materials to create beauti-
fully designed handcrafts.
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More on Servants in
Transition

(Continued from page 2)
factors involved.

The Office of Communication for
the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) reported that "by the end of
July, nearly 300 Disciples will have
participated in at least a two-and-a-
half day session of anti-racism train-
ing. That number includes most re-
gional ministers, most general unit
presidents and representatives of
other Disciples- related institu-
tions..."

The report further stated that "In
1999, seven teams completed train-
ing and began the work of disman-
tling racism in their own institutions.
In 2000, nine teams have gone
through ten-and-a-half days of train-
ing in preparation for combating
systemic racism in their areas of the
church.

The last of the training sessions, a
four-and-a-half day event, focuses
on building the skills of team mem-
bers for organizational change and
long-range planning. It equips par-
ticipants to apply "and expand the
analysis of systemic racism into a
plan of action for institutional
change."”

RECONCILIATION

SollTce: DOC Office olCo".1tUInJctltio~
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Retired, Renewed, Retread

Oscar Haynes, Washington, D.
C.- retired corporate employee and
entrepreneur with extensive service
as a lay church leader in the congre-
gation and general church; currently
Part-time Director of Media Minis-
tries for the Capitol Area Regional
Church); engagedwith others

in the transformation of the former
12" Street Young Men's Christian
Association building YMCA into a
Harbor for Non-Profit Organiza-
tions Rendering Humanitarian Serv-
ices Center.

Ozark RaDge, SR, Greenwood,
MS- retired Director of Black Min-
istries for the Division of Homeland
Ministries of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), recently com-
pleted successful congregational in-
terim's in Lexington, KY and Jack-
son, MS; currently (i. e. May, 2000)
serving as Interim Minister for the
Mount Pleasant Christian Church,
Greensboro, N. C.

Robert Brown, Little Rock, AR-
retired senior minister serving con-
gregations in North Carolina, Ar-
kansas, and Alabama; former presi-
dent of the National Convocation of
the Christian Church (DiscipleS of
Christ); recently completed a suc-
cessful interim for the United Chris-
tian Church, Detroit, Ml

May Reed, Nashville, TN- retired
December 31, 1999 from the assis-
tant to Librarian David McWirter at
the Disciples of Christ Historical
Society. During 17 years tenure she
moved from two years of service as
Office Secretary under Historical
Society President James Seal, to be-

comethe assistant librarian. Her pri-
mary responsibility was the mainte-
nance the of card index files with
special interest in records relating to
racial ethnic minority Disciples of
Christ membership.

She is voluntarily returning to the
Disciples of Christ Historical Soci-
ety Library every other month dur-
ing 2000 AD to maintain the card
index files.

El'lleSt Jasper Newbol'D- ~

apo"  IN- retired senior minister,
former Administrative Director of
Reconciliation for the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ); since
retirement serving as co-opted re-
gional staff in Indiana; interim min-
istry for Disciples of Christ and
Presbyterian congregations in Indi-
anapOlis, IN; June 2000 called to
serve as the interim for Central
Christian Church, Indianapolis, IN

Robert Glover, Indianapo”  IN-

retired Christian Education program
executive within the Division of
Homeland Ministries of the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ)
with multiple involvement in de-
nominational and ecumenical leader-
ship; currently on DHM staff serv-
ing as the Interim Vice President for
the Center for Congregational
Growth and Vitality.

Raymond Brown, IndiaDapolB"
IN- retired minister with several
interims, recently  returned to
Church Finance Council in a brief
role as interim President while Lois
Artis Murray, the President, com-
pletes an academic degree program.
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JohDDy Boyd, Kamas City, Mo-
He was described as one having "a
deep religious desire to help people.
He had his homegoing February 8,
2000. He rendered faithful lay
worker services for 44 years as a
member of the West Paseo Christian
Church which merged to become
Swope Parkway United Christian
Church. He served as an elder, trus-
tee, scout leader, and member of the
general board, property and pulpit
committees. The classroom where he

M. Jack Suggs, Fort Worth, TX-
Funeral services for the Rev. M.
Jack Suggs, 75, were held March 3
at University Christian Church. Dr.
Suggs was a retired dean and pro-
fessor at Brite Divinity School,
Texas Christian University, of Fort
Worth. He died Feb. 27 Dean
Suggs made considerable contribu-
tions to deepening the quality of
academic curriculum and life at the
University. He impacted many of
congregations and a variety of faith

William D. HaD, Fort Worth,"
TX,- Memorial services for The
Rev. William D. Hall, 85, a retired
Texas Christian University profes-
sor, were held March 2 at University
Christian  Church, Fort Worth,
Texas. He died Feb. 28 in Fort:
Worth. He was a native of Buffalo,
M. Formal preparation included a
bachelor's degree from the Univer-
sity of lliinois and a bachelor
(master) of divinity degree from
Yale Divinity School. From 1945 to
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taught the same adult Bible School .
class for 42 years, has been named
in his honor. Among the many that
mourn his departure are his wife,
Ovara Miller of 45 years, five sis-
ters and a host of related kin.

Mabel Clark, Chicago, IL, mem-
ber of the Congregational Church of
Park Manor passed away suddenly
March 26. She was a sister of active
lay Disciples of Christ leader, Sybel
Thomas and Pauline Wilson

groups throughout

5, 1924, and married Ruth (Barge)
Suggs, who survives. Other survi-
vors include a daughter, Adena
Beck, and sons, James R. and David
Suggs. Jack Suggs also was the
brother of the Rev. James C. Suggs,

Carlsbad, Calif., retired president of .

Christian Board of Publication.

Arthur  A. A7JeiD, WashiDgtOD, D.
C. 82 year old retired pastor emeri- :

1952 he and his wife,
served as Disciples

missionaries in Bilaspur,
Pradesh,

Mary Lu,
of Christ)
Madhya

rector on the staff of the United

Christian Missionary Society in In- .

dianapolis. He later moved to Fort
Worth, TX where he served as pro-

fessor of missions and history of re- .

ligions at Brite Divinity School,
Texas Christian  University, until
retirement in 1980

Texas and the .
nation served by the Seminary. The .
Rev. M. Jack Suggs was born June .

India. From 1953-56, he ;
was a church program services di- ;
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tus of the Michigan Park Christian
Church which in the early 1950's
pioneered in being a racially inclu-
sive congregation, died June 5,
2000.

Pastor Azlein, was an alumnus of
the University of Chicago Divinity
School and a Disciples House
Scholar, who expressed firm belief
and witness to an inclusive church.
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THANKYOU FORTHE SUPPORT!

DONORS SINCE THE LAST
ISSUE: Bess R. Terry, New York,
NY.; Sheldon/Miriam Shirts, Glenn!
Charlotte Shoemaker, Raymore,
MO; Betty J. Meeks, Samuel F.
Pugh, Joseph/Winnifred  Smith.
Homeland Ministries, Inc (Chas.
Webb. JR.), Geroge A. Harris,
Patricia/William Nottingham,

Frank/Patricia Helme, Mabel Metze,
Homeland Ministries, Inc. (Anne
Spleth), Mary W. Frey, Indianapo-
lis, IN; George/Jannie Coates, Joan
L. Bell, Ovara O. Miller, Raymond
0. Cain, Kansas City, MO; Doni
Gretchen Wharff, William/Delores
Miller, JR, Raymore, MO; Harvey/
Sybel Thomas, Marthetta G.
McMuickle, Chicago, Il..;Kenneth J.1
Wanda Teegarden, Fort Worth, TX;
Ruth P. Hobbs, IsabeWAllen Smith,
Jackson, MS; Willie E. Green, Jef-
ferson City, MO; Marvin E. Smith,
Carlock, Il..; Charles/Sarah Berry,
Grambling, LA; Amy Hohman,
Louisville, KY; Ruth E. Ellington,
Samuel W/Mildred Hyhon, JR, St.
Louis, MO; Bessie R. Stone, Cin-
cinnati, OH; Melba A. Hawkins,
Hawkins, TX; Linda/David Haw-
kins, DesMoines, IA; Rebecca K.
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