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DISCIPLES NEWS ROUND-UP
(Continued from page 3) •
YOUNGSTOWN, OH - First Christian Church,
562 Wick Avenue, a congregation that has existed
in the central city since 1841, closed its visible
ministry in October, 2004 and began worshipping
at the Boardman Christian Church, 565 Boardman-
Canfield Road.

Rev. Brittany Barber, pastor, said First Christian
has had up to 1,200 members, and now has 100.
The discussion of the merger was in the making for
three years. Their building is a beautiful stone
structure built in 1934, next to the Butler Institute
of American Art and adjacent to Youngstown State
University.

WASHINGTON, DC - Rev. Dr. Ken Brooker-
Langston, Director of Disciples Advocacy
Washington Network, has been named the first
full-time director of Disciples Justice Action
Network. He succeeds Rev. Harvey & Mrs. May
Lord, Chicago, IL, who provided leadership
voluntarily for many years.

Dr. Langston, widely known for his work in the
area of justice & peace, is also a member of the
Justice & Advocacy Commission of the National
Council of Churches, a member of the Board of
Directors at the Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice, and a member of the
Anti-RacismlPro-Reconciliation Team of the
Christian Church-Capital Area. He is a strong
supporter of the National Convocation.

CHICAGO, IL - Park Manor Christian Church,
Rev. James Demus, Senior Minister, lost the
building that was recently purchased by accidental
fire. The structure was to be renovated for their new
worship center.

WASHINGTON, DC - Drs. Bruce & Kate
Epperly have been called to Disciples United
Community Church, Lancaster, PA, to begin a
part-time husband & wife team ministry.

Kate, as affectionately known in the Capital Area
Region, was ordained in the Christian Church
with standing in the United Church of Christ.
She was ordained in 1979, received her
Master of Divinity the same year and her Doctor
of Ministry degree in 1981, both from the
Claremont School of Theology in CA. For the
past 10 years she was senior pastor of the
Palisades Community Church in Washington.

Bruce is the Director of the Alliance for the
Renewal of Ministry and Professor of Church &
Ministry at Lancaster Theological Seminary.
Prior to joining the seminary faculty, Bruce was
Director of the Protestant Ministry and Adjunct
Professor in Theology, Spirituality and Medicine
at Georgetown University and Medical School.

FORT WORTH, TX - Brite Divinity School
recently presented the Distinguished Minister
Awards to Belva Brown Jordan '86, Dean of
Student Life at Harvard University Divinity
School, and the Kenneth L. Teegarden Award
(for consistent, faithful giving) to Rev. & Mrs.
Niel Climer '94 of West em Heights Christian
Church in Garland, TX.

RAYMORE, MO - Mrs. Reubena Stultz Fox,
widow of the Rev. Dr. William K. Fox, Sr., went
to be with her Lord on Sunday, February 27,
2005. A Memorial Service was held at Foxwood
Springs Living Center on March 2,2005. Mrs.
Fox was a Board Member of the Oldtimers'
Grapevine Newsletter, which was founded by her
husband.

She is survived by a daughter, Mrs. Katherine
Fox Cunningham (Spouse Jerry), Indianapolis,
IN, and a son, William K. Fox, Jr., (Spouse
Judy), Vancouver, WA. A Celebration of Life
for Mrs. and Dr. Fox will be held in early April at
Greenwood Cemetery, in the honored Taylor
Circle. Expressions of sympathy should be gifts
to: The William & Reubena Fox Scholarship
Fund at Jarvis Christian College, P.O. Box 1470,
Hawkins, TX. 75765.
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CHICAGO, IL - Ayanna Johnson, prodigy of
the late Rev. Dr. William K. Fox, Sr., is currently
a member of the ministerial team at Park Manor
Christian Church, and Project Director at
Southwest Youth Collaborative. She is a recent
dual degree (M Div/MSW) graduate of the
Disciples Divinity House of the University of
Chicago Divinity School.

KANSAS CITY, MO - The Jesus Connection
Ministry will sponsor the Rev. Dr. Fred
Craddock in a 2-part presentation on Saturday,
May 7, 2005, at Park Hill Christian Church, 6601
NW nnd Street, Kansas City. This is an open
invitation to: "A Clarion Call for the Re-Birth of
Mainline Churches."

Washington, DC - Colleagues and friends joined
Rev. Graylan E. Hagler, a well known Clergy
Activists, as he celebrated his 25th Ordination
Anniversary in early February. Rev. Hagler,
senior minister of Plymouth Congregational UCC,
holds dual standing in the UCC-Disciples of
Christ.

WASHINGTON, DC- Twelfth Street Christian
Church, Rev. Mary Brown Oliver, pastor,
bestowed Elder Emeritus status to Oscar Haynes
on March 13,2005. He has given more than 60
years of spiritual leadership to the congregation.

Oscar was awarded Emeritus for his service as
Trustee in 2002. He now has the distinct honored
of being called Elder/Trustee Emeritus.
Congratulations Oscar for all of your hard work
and dedication!

•
OVERHEARD

Wife: "Honey, I'm gonna take you out into the
country for a picnic. Do you like the country?
Husband: Sure, I love the country. When I was a
little boy I lived in the country."
Wife: Honey, when you was a little boy every-
body lived in the country."

READERS' COMMENT CORNER

Dear Oscar: "May God's
blessing be with you as we move
into the New Year.

Enclosed is a check in memory
of Dr. Fox."
Shalom, Jackie Compton Bunch,
Columbus, OH

Oscar, "Blessings on you and your continued
work on behalf of all us Disciples.
As always, Ron.
Rev. Ronald Degges, Granada Hills, CA

Dear Oscar & Staff: "Thank you for the excellent
job you are doing in publishing the Oldtimers'
Grapevine. It keeps me in touch ... I was
saddened by the passing of Brother Bill Fox. He
was a fine man. May God continue to bless you."

Mayme C. Gamer, Cincinnati, OH

Greetings: "Regardless of how many issues you
print yearly, I always look forward to receiving
the 'Oldtimers' Grapevine." Thanks very much.
Geneva Griffin, Indianapolis, IN

Dear Oscar: "I remember with much appreciation,
both Dr. & Mrs. Fox at Southern Christian
Institute as I was growing up on the SCI campus.

They were wonderful, gracious people!" Lois.
Mrs. Lois Long Thompson, Claremont, CA

Oscar: "With appreciation for all you do for the
church." T. J.

Dr. T. 1. Liggett, Claremont, CA

Oscar: "Have a prosperous New Year, full of
good health and peace!" Tom

Rev. Dr. T. Garrett Benjamin,
Indianapolis, IN



THE PHONICS PHONE

FUN QUIET EFFECTIVE

The Phonics Phone is a teaching tool that helps
children (also Seniors) hear the words they say.
When you speak, your words project forward
toward those to whom you are talking.

Reading specialists know that children must hear
the words and sounds (phonemes) they say in
order to say the words and sounds correctly.

Phonics Phones are not made from ordinary
plastic plumbing pipe but of polished furniture
grade PVc.

Testimonials to the benefits of Phonics Phones
include First and Second grade teachers,
Kindergarten, Special Ed, Reading Specialists
and Elementary School Principals from nearly
every state in the union.

Since 2003 over 1, 200, 000 have been shipped,
exceeding the dream of Dr. Louis Brown.

The Phonics Phone is marketed by the Candl
Foundation, a non-profit formed by the discoverer
of the Phonics Phone, Dr. Brown and his wife,
Carolyn.

•

•

•Rev. Dr. William C. Howland, Retired Senior
Minister of National City Christian Church,
Washington, DC, is Chairman of the Board.

PHONICS PHONE
ORDER FORM

(Please Print Legibly)

Name

School/Company

Address 1

Address 2

City

State Zip

_____ x $2.50 each = $ _
# of Phonics

Add $5.00 for Shipping & Handling
per order

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ _

Make Checks payable to the Candl
Foundation

Mail to: Nancy Welsh
Candl Foundation
P.O. Box 18623
Huntsville, AL 35804

1-800-633-7212
www.phonicsphone.org

http://www.phonicsphone.org
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God has always been the center of Vern ice's life as
exemplified by her membership in St. Mark AME
Church (Church of the Anvil). Her major interests
were young people and Black history. She was
noted for her volunteer service in the Tutorial
Program and the Rose Tea at St. Mark and for
many hours at the Vel Phillips YWCA.

FOR WHOM THE BELLS TOLL
Milwaukee, WI - Vernice
Chenault Gallimore, the
first African-American
policewoman to serve with
the Milwaukee Police
Department, will long be
remembered as one who
broke barriers to help
families, especially youth.
She died of a heart attack in
late 2004, at the age of 85.

She was born Vernice Evelyn Chenault, the third
of six children, in Sterling, KY. Her spiritual
journey started at High Street Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), in her hometown. Mrs.
Chenault corresponded with Ulysses S. Gallimore,
Jr., a World War II sailor and in 1947 they were
married.

•
Mrs. Gallimore graduated from Dubois High
School in Sterling. She earned a BA from
Spelman, College, Atlanta, GA and a MA in
Social Work at Atlanta University, Atlanta, GA.

Throughout Vernice' s 31 years of professional
service with the Milwaukee County Children's
Court Center, she was remembered as a great
pioneer in the fields of social work and juvenile
probation. An angel of God, she consistently
delivered uplifting messages and financial
contributions to many.

When Vernice retired, she asked fellow employees
to contribute to the Northcott Neighborhood House
instead of throwing her a party. They decided that
they needed to do both. She was proud to present a
check for $3,000 to the center and enjoy her
surprise thank you party.

•

Mrs. Gallimore is survived by one sister,
Dr. Marjorie Chenault Parker (Russell Sr.),
prominent church leader in the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Indianapolis, IN; two sons:
Donald (Patricia) of Reno, NY and Wendell
(Robbie) of Milwaukee, WI; ten grandchildren,
two sisters-in-law: Bernice Merriweather of
Milwaukee and Flossie Sanders, of Kansas City,
MO; nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

Little Rock, AK - A shock went through the
membership of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) on January 8, 2005, when news
reached the public that Mother Hosanna
Mothershed, mother of Little Rock Nine
student Thelma Mothershed Wair, had died.

A pillar of Mount Sinai Christian Church, North
Little Rock, Mother Mothershed never
encouraged her daughter to be one of the first
black students to integrate Little Rock's Central
High School in 1957. But after initially telling
Thelma her idea was "crazy," she urged her to
stay strong against the jeers, taunts and soldiers.

This 89-year-old Disciple of Christ had one
mission in life, that was to make a home for her
family and serve God through the often
sacrificial support of her church. "From our
family's meager budget, she would either sew or
make something for people when they were
down to let them know there is someone who
cares," said her son, Michael Mothershed.

Mrs. Mothershed met her husband, Arlevia,
while they both were students at Jarvis Christian
College, Hawkins, TX. Their home was always
warmly open to officials of the Christian
Church, and especially the National
Convocation. Rev. Barbara Jones, Regional
Minister of Arkansas, Louisiana and
Mississippi, knew her as "a very quiet, but
effective woman." "She did not waste a lot of
time on things that did not matter," she said.
"You could count on her to do what she said she
would do."

(Continued on page 8)



FOR WHOM THE BELLS TOLL CONT.

(Continuedfrom page 7)

Plymouth, NC - A triumphant home going
celebration for Mother Minnie Hill Keyes, 104
years young, was held on February 9, 2005, at the
Eastern Carolina & Virginia Headquarters, in Roper,
NC, Bishop Daniel Boston, officiating.

On the night of her death, in a very weak voice from
her death bed, Mrs. Keyes recited this passage from
Matthew 12:28-29, "Come unto Me all ye that
labour and are heavy laden and Iwill give you rest,
take my yoke upon you for Iam meek and lowly in
heart; and ye shall find rest unto your soul."

Affectionately addressed as Mother Keyes, she was
the widow of Bishop Sir Walter Raleigh Keyes, to
whom she had been married for 69 years. She was a
devoted member of Union Town Church of Christ
(Disciples of Christ) until 1999, at which time her
daughter and son-in-law, Nina and William
Robinson, relocated her to Brooklyn, NY. During
her time in Brooklyn she attended Stuyvesant
Heights Christian Church, St. Paul Church of Christ
and St. Phillip's Christian Church.

During her years at Union Town Church of Christ,
Mother Keyes served as: Secretary of the Fellowship
Organization; president of the Senior Choir;
member of Christian Women's Fellowship, the
Union Mother Board, Pastor's Aide; Delegate to the

Union Assembly and other conventions;
Treasurer of the Women Home Mission; and
active with the Sunday School Convention. •She is survived by a son, Walter Keyes (Marion)
of Chatham, VA; five daughters, Lona K.
Garrett, Portsmouth, VA; Carolyn K. Shipp
(John), Bronx, NY; Nina K. Robinson
(William), Brooklyn, NY; Norvella K. Lloyd,
Robersonville, NC; and Vernita K. Moore,
Brooklyn, NY. Also a daughter-in-law, Hazel
Keyes; Sister-in-law, Viola Keyes, and 11
grandchildren, 22 great-grandchildren, and 23
great-great-grandchildren.

THE LEGEND OF THE DOGWOOD

•

It is said that at the time of the crucifixion of Christ,
the Dogwood was a very large tree, big as an oak.
The Dogwood was so even-textured, firm and
strong that it was chosen as the timber for the
cross.

Thus to be used for such a cruel purpose greatly
distressed the tree. Jesus sensed this. He--who
noted even the sparrow's fall--whose last
compassion was for a repentant thief--similarly
forgave the repentant Dogwood Tree for its
unfortunate fate.

•
As he was nailed upon it, he sensed the painful
remorse of the tree. In gentle pity for all the sorrow
and suffering of every living thing, he said to the
tree, "Because of your share of my suffering, never
again shall the Dogwood Tree grow large enough
and strong enough to be put to such a purpose as
this. "

He said, "Henceforth, the Dogwood shall be
slender and bent and twisted, that it might
forever remain unmolested by the tools of cruel
men. And the blossoms shall be in the form of a
cross. Two long petals and two short.
And in the center of each petal there will be nail
prints, Crown with rust and stained with red. And
in the center of the flower will be a crown--of
thorns. And all who pass and see the Dogwood
tree. Will remember me. "

Author Unknown

A BLESSED HAPPY EASTER!
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The Villa is owned by retired Foreign Service Officer, LeatON Williams, an Elder with Michigan Park Christian
Church, Washington, DC, the Rev. Dr. Delores Carpenter, Pastor.

£3tptritnce ~brt ,LtlffbrA Vittlf

OA111AJeA
OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE FAMILY:

Come, eqjoy the magic of Fort Leaford Villa and know one of the vacation wonders of
the world. Fort Leaford Villa is a sumptuous resort nestled on the edge of the
Ironshore Golf & Country Club and Rose Hall in Montego Bay, Jamaica.

• The Villa accommodates six persons. It will pamper you with a warm and friendly
staff:

*A Professional Chef
*A Housekeeper
*AButler

There is a private swimming pool and
plenty of ~und to roam and play.
Nearbyare: golf, tennis, shops and
beautiful beaches.

The regular rental is $3,000 during the high season and $2,000 during the off
season. The un-believable rate for our readers is $1,250 per week. Create a memory
that will last a lifetime. Book your vacation now and enjoy a savings too good to be
true!

Make reservations now by calling Mr. Leaford Williams, (202) 529-6312. You may
also include a personal guided tour of Monte go Bay and other points of interest for a
small fee.•



THE POET'S CORNER

WHEN WE ONLY HAD THE OLD RADIO

You saw in your mind with the radio.
You'd hear with your ears,
you could picture the show.

You'd listen to the music and your thoughts
would flow;

while the instruments and voices
you'd recognize and know.

You'd chuckle and hum as you worked,
and played.

Relaxed as you rested when you sat,
or when you supine laid.

The radio made you think, use thought,
imagination,

while your mind enjoyed degrees
of maturing maturation.

When we listen with our eyes we may see
what is not said

but it's nice to just listen,
sit and lean back your head.

Most listened to the radio before TV,
took more time for family and friends,

had more time free.
Sat, laughed and talked, told old stories,

discussed the world across the sea.
But seldom now do you fine such a radio show

and few lend an ear
with a savvy to hear, to know.

I'll continue to tell me and remind myself so
I won't forget when we listened much,

so much, to the old Radio.

Written February 3, 2005
May F. Lindsey Reed

RECOMMENDED
READING

VISION WITH PASSION is
a new Disciples of Christ history by Dr. William
Miller, Raymore, MO. The early part of the book
begins with Disciple leaders at the Middle
Judicatory, 1890 and goes to 1969 (Restructure).
This 283-page book is a project of the College of
Regional Ministers, but financed privately. Dr.
William K. Fox contributed a Chronology of
AfricanAmerican Disciples from 1820-1928.

•

Readers of the 01dtimers' Grapevine should
definitely be interested, especially beginning
with the chapter on Race. Appearing in this
chapter are write-ups on the late Dr John R.
Compton, Kring Allen, Russell Hensley, Norman
Ellington, Gerald Cunningham, Charles Webb
Sr., Emmett 1. Dickson, and Eugene W. James.
These are just a few of the names OTG readers
will recognize.

COME SAIL WITH ME INTO A SEA OF
POETRY is a book of poems by May F.
Lindsey Reed, the OTG poet-in-residence. The
Disciples of Christ Historical Society, Nashville,
TN, hosted a poetry reading and book signing in
late January. Orders can be made to:

GWD Ministries
1428 Elm Hill Pike
Nashville, TN 3210 greenwood1428@att.net
Phone: (615) 256-4395; Fax: (615) 256-4535
Or to: May Reed, P.O. Box 281043
Nashville, TN 37218 rnrlreed@att.net
Or to: LightHouse Press Publishing
P.O. Box 281375
Nashville, TN 37228 lighthouse1@yahoo.com
Or to: The Disciples of Christ Historical
Society, 1101 19th Avenue South, Nashville, TN
37212-2196

mailto:greenwood1428@att.net
mailto:rnrlreed@att.net
mailto:lighthouse1@yahoo.com


THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRECIOUS GIFTS•

Oldtimer's Grapevine Good Faith Form
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Rev. Norman & Rev. Marilyn Fiddmont, Houston,
TX; Dr. Tom & Mrs. Beverly Benjamin, Indianapolis,
IN; Mr. Bruce & Mrs. Jackie Bunch, Columbus, OH;
Rev. Ronald Degges, Granada Hills, CA; Rev. Ernest
& Mrs. Janice Newborn, Claremont, CA; Rev. Robert
& Mrs. Bonnie Kirkman, Louisville, KY; Dr. John &
Mrs. Marilyn Foulkes, Indianapolis, IN;
Mrs. Gwendolyn B. Robinson, Hyattsville, MD; Dr.
Richard & Rev. Virginia Taylor, Glen Allen, VA; Mrs.
Mayme C. Garner, Cincinnati, OH; Dr. Robert Lee
Hill & Mrs. Priscilla Reckling, Kansas City, MO;
Mr. Robbie & Mrs. Louada Chisholm, Silver Spring,
MD; Col. Vandy & Mrs. Sylvia Miller, Silver Spring,
MD; Rev. David Downing, San Diego, CA; Rev.
Lester McAllister, Claremont, CA; Rev. Alvin & Mrs.
Tina Jackson, Washington, DC; Mrs. Zelia M. Diggs,
Washington, DC; Mrs. Zella M. Hunter, Tulsa, OK;
Rev. Dr. Cynthia Hale, Decatur, GA; Rev. David &
Mrs. Dale Shreeves, Martinsburg, WV; Mrs. Eliza H.
Cave, Bath, SC; Ms. Millicent Battle, Kansas City,
MO; Mr. Marvin Smith, Carlock, IL; Dr. T.J. Liggett,
Claremont, CA; Mr. Gene Rutherford, Raymore, MO;
Mr. Clifford A. Johnson, Euclid, OH; Mr. Ulysses &
Mrs. Elizabeth Rice, Hyattsville, MD; Dr. Norman &
Mrs. May Reed, Nashville, TN; Mrs. Geneva Griffin,
Indianapolis, IN; Mr. Robert M. Hall, Indianapolis,
IN; Mr. James & Mrs. Dorothy Daugherty, Silver
Spring, MD; Mr. Erbie Person, Downey, CA; Rev.
Rhodes & Mrs. Lois Thompson, Claremont, CA;
Rev. Glenn Shoemaker, Raymore, MO; Rev. William
& Mrs. Mary Helen Blackwell, Brandywine, WV;
Ms. Bess R. Terry, New York, NY and Ms. Lois
Hodrick, Somerville, TX

•
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First In Over Half A Century:
AWomanGMP

The line of males which have held the Office of
General Minister and President of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) since the election of
Rev. Dr. A. Dale Fiers in 1951, will be broken in
July, 2005, if the membership elects Rev. Dr.
Sharon E. Watkins, an Oklahoma minister and
veteran church leader.

Dr. Watkins, Senior Minister, Disciples
Christian Church of Bartlesville, OK, was
unanimously endorsed by the church's General
Board on Sunday, April 17, 2005, to fiU this top
position.

"I am honored to be the person nominated to
lead our denomination during a period of such
exciting change and possibility," stated Rev.
Watkins. "As a life-long Disciple, I know our

church has a unique
God-given mission for
these times-a mission
that has to do with the
extravagant hospitality of
the communion table.
We welcome and nurture
whoever comes through
our doors, and then send

those people back out in the world to be and to
share the good news of God's love."

Dr. Charisse Gillett, the Moderator who presides
over the board, declared, "I am enormously
pleased with the recommendation of the General
Board and believe that the Rev. Watkins

(Continued on page 2)

OTG First Board Member
Eulogized

Reubena M. Fox, widow
of Dr. William K. Fox,
founder of the
Oldtimers' Grapevine
Newsletter, was called to
be with the Lord on
Sunday, February 27,
2005. Committal
services for both were

l......=== ---' Saturday, April 2, 2005
at New Covenant Christian Church,
Nashville, TN; Pastor William E. Crowder,
Jr., officiant.

Memorial services for Mrs. Fox at New
Covenant Christian Church (Formerly
Gay-Lea Christian Church, founded by Elder
Preston Taylor); preceded the Service of
Committal at Greenwood Cemetery, also
founded by Elder Taylor. Participants
included: Dr. Sebetha Jenkins, President of
Jarvis Christian College, Hawkins, TX; Dr.
Alvin O. Jackson, Washington, DC; Dr. Glen
Stewart, Regional Minister, Tennessee
Region; Dr. John R. Foulkes, Indianapolis,
IN; Dr. Timothy M. James, Executive
Secretary ofthe National Convocation and
Associate General Minister, Indianapolis, IN,
Dr. Norman Reed, General Manager,
Greenwood Cemetery; Dr. Ernest Newborn,
President of the Board, Oldtimers' Grapevine
Newsletter, Claremont, CA; Rev. Perry D.
Wiggins, Elder D' Arcy Porter, Elder Kathy
Jeffries and Deacon May F. Reed.

(Continued on page 2)



(Continued !Tompage 1)

possesses the gifts, talents, grace, intellect, and
strength to lead our church."

Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum, Chair of the Search
Committee, said "Sharon is smart and commit-
ted to the church. She has a vision, she's excited,
she has experience and will bring a pastor's
heart and sensibility to the office ofthe GMP."
The committee was congratulated for having the
courage to 'step outside the box'.

Rev. Dr. W. Chris Hobgood, current Interim
General Minister & President, added "I
believe the church is blessed to have a leader like
Sharon Watkins emerge. She is a very gifted
leader and a person of deep faith."

Dr. Watkins has served as Director of Student
Services at Phillips Theological Seminary, Direc-
tor of Church Relations and Associate Vice
President for University Relations at Phillips.
She has been a member of the General Board,
the General Task Force on Reconciliation
Mission, Moderator of the Christian Church in
Oklahoma and part of the Stone-Campbell
Dialogue group.

She has served as an adjunct professor at
Phillips, teaching: pastoral vocations,
history, theology and the practice of worship.
Rev. Watkins served for two years as a
missionary in the Congo, working on adult
literacy programs. She is married to Rev. Dr.
Richard H. Lowery, Professor of Old Testament
at Phillips. They have two adult children,
Bethany, 21, and Christopher, 19.

In a June 9th visit with Disciples of Georgia
hosted by Ray of Hope Christian Church,
Rev. Watkins shared that she considered "the
leadership style of Moses in considering the
position of GMP. Moses who, tired from leading
his people through the wilderness, appoints
leaders over the clans and tribes to help him
guide the people. In this image, its not just
Moses anymore-it's a team."

(Continued !Tompage 1)
Reubena Mae Stultz Fox was born on October
7,1912 in Martinsville, VA. She was the third
child of William Richard and Hetty Katherine
Stultz. She accepted Jesus Christ as her
Savior at Fayette Street Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) at an early age.
After completing her early studies in
Martinsville she attended Bluefield State
Teachers College where she received her
diploma on June 2, 1936.

•
She started her teaching career in one-room
school houses and commuted in her Model T
Ford. She married the love of her life, Rev. Dr.
William K. Fox on December 30, 1943. They
started their married life in Jackson, MS
where they both taught at Southern Christian
Institute.

This devoted wife joined her husband in
ministries in much of the Nation: Nashville,
TN; St. Louis, MO; Indianapolis, IN;
East Orange, NJ, and Dayton, OH. Although
she was an active minister's wife, mother,
community volunteer, substitute teacher and
OTG Board Member, she completed her
Bachelor's of Arts Degree at Harris Teacher's
College in St. Louis, MO in January of 1960.

•
She held many leadership positions in her
church and community. Her sweet and gentle
spirit will be greatly missed by all. Rev. Dr.
William C. Blackwell, Brandywine, WV, dear
friend of the Oldtimers' Newsletter, in an
e-mail upon learning of her death, wrote,
"May your grieving be eased with the
remembrance of the gifts those fine servants of
Christ gave to us all."

Mrs. Fox leaves to celebrate her life, a son,
William K. Fox, Jr., and his wife, Judith,
Vancouver, WA; a daughter, Katherine
Cunningham and her husband, Gerald, of
Carmel, IN; God-daughter, Ethel Mace, of
Indianapolis, IN; thirteen grandchildren,
thirty-one great-grandchildren, three great-
great grandchildren, and a host of relatives
and friends. •



Disciples Historical Society Looks To New Generation In Presidency
Rev. Dr. Glenn
Carson, 45 year-old
native of Brunswick,
GA, has been elected
president of the
Disciples of Christ
Historical Society,
Nashville, TN, by a
unanimous vote of the
Board of Trustees.

He assumes the office of President July 1, 2005.

The search for the next president of the
Society, chaired by Dr. Laura Hobgood-Oster,
began in 2003 and consumed the better part of
two years. Dr. Carson follows Dr. Peter
Morgan who retired in 2004, following nine
years of service.

The Board of Trustees called Dr. D. Duane
Cummins to the position of Interim President
following the retirement of Dr. Morgan.

The Society's new president holds an Associate
degree from Brunswick College in history; a
Bachelor of Fine Arts from Valdosta State
University in Theatre Arts; a Master of
Divinity degree in Theology from Southwestern
Seminary in Fort Worth, TX; a Doctor of
Philosophy degree in the history of Christianity
from Southwestern Seminary; and post doc-
toral study at Brite Divinity School in Fort
Worth, TX.

Dr. Carson has served congregations in Kansas
City, MO, South Carolina and Fort Worth,
TX. He has served as Moderator of the Greater
Kansas City Region Disciples Ministers
Association and prior to his Kansas City
assignments Dr. Carson served for five years
as Assistant Professor of Religion at Charleston
Southern University, Charleston, SC.

Gordon Dalrymple, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees and member of the Search
Committee, said "I am very impressed with the
qualifications of Dr. Carson and believe the

great traditions of the Historical Society will be
skillfully and thoughtfully served by him."

Dr, Carson is married to Mary Leslie Buice, a
Physical Therapist; BA, Wesleyan College,
Macon, GA, 1982; Physical Therapy
Certificate, Emory University, Atlanta, GA,
1984. They have one son, William.

Commenting on his call to the Historical
Society, Dr. Carson said, "The rich heritage
that we share in the Stone- Campbell tradition
is not only worth preserving, it is worth
sharing. Our mission is not only the past, it is
the future as well." One of the major points he
lifted up for the office of president was to make
the Society's web site the centerpiece of its
ministry-"creating a premier website for the
study and promotion of Christian history."

2004-2005 HELM AWARDS

Higher Education and Leadership Ministries
(fonnerly Division of Higher Education) awarded
Ann E. Dickerson Scholarships this past Fall to
three Ph.D. students: Kristel Clayville, Patricia
Duncan, and Kristin Van Heyningen, all Disciples
Divinity House Scholars of The University of
Chicago.

Dr. Dickerson, a native of Tennessee, was an
outstanding leader of the National Convocation of
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). A
member of the General Board at the time, Dr.
Dickerson died in her sleep while attending a
board meeting.

The scholarship supports women who are pursuing
Ph.D. 's in religion. Recently ordained (June 12,
2005) Sandhya Jha received one of two Dewitt and
Othel Brown Ministerial Scholarships awarded for
outstanding leadership and ministerial potential.
Garry Sparks was selected as the William Gilbert
and Florence Leonard Jones Scholar. The award
recognizes potential leadership to the church and is
given to a Ph. D. student.



DISCIPLES NEWS ROUND-UP
INDIANAPOLIS, IN - Rev.
Sandra Rucker Gourdet,
wife of Daniel Gourdet and
mother of two adult children,
Nicolas Patrice and Helene
Danielle, has been named
Area Executive for Africa of
Global Ministries. She will
assume her new responsibili-
ties July 15,2005.

Her new position comes after serving 30 years as a
missionary in Zaire (now Congo) Zimbabwe,
Lesotho, and Swaziland, Africa, and since 2003, in
the Republic of Haiti.

Rev. Gourdet earned a Bachelor of Arts degree
(with honors) from Miles College, Birmingham, a
Bachelor of Science degree(with honors) from
University of Alabama, an Honors Bachelor of
Theology (with distinction) from the University of
South Africa, she also completed a Master of
Theology (with honors) from the University of
South Africa.

LEXINGTON, KY - Dr. Daisy L. Machado, a
church historian from Texas Christian University's
Brite Divinity School in Fort Worth, has been
called to the position of Vice President for
Academic Affairs and Dean by Lexington
Theological Seminary.

"I believe Dr. Machado will be an outstanding
dean," said President R. Robert Cueni. She follows
Dr. Philip N. Dare, the Seminary's librarian who
also served as dean of the Seminary. A celebration
of the Ministry of Dr. Dare as Librarian and Dean
was held at the Seminary on April 16, 2005.

Dr. Machado, a native of Cuba, is the first Latina/o
to serve on the LTS faculty. She has a B.A. from
Brooklyn College, a Master of Social Work from
Hunter College, School of Social Work,

and a Master of Divinity Degree from Union •
Theological Seminary, all of New York. Her
Ph. D. (1996) is from The Disciples Divinity
House, University of Chicago.

TULSA, OK - The Library of Phillips
Theological Seminary has received two gift
collections of books recently from Rev. Dr.
William C. Howland, Jr., and the estate of
Richard Bush, former faculty member. Mr. Bush
taught world religions at PTS until 1995. On July
17,2005, his daughter, Ellen Frenkel, moved the
majority of his library (2,267 items) from
Denton, TX to the PTS campus.

Dr. Howland, Senior
Minister Emeritus of
National City Christian
Church, Washington, DC,

.; .... trustee emeritus ofPTS,
and once acting seminary
president, gave a
collection of 236 titles of
early Disciples of Christ
works to PTS.

Some of these rare books are first editions of
Alexander Campbell's writings, and others are
early Disciples theological titles.

INDIANAPOLIS, IN - Harvey & May Lord,
parents of Disciples Justice Action Network,
were honored at a gathering of the membership in
May for having the courage and the vision to be
the prophets, priests, and pastors ofDJAN.

Dr. Ken Brooker-Langston, president, presented
the "Blessed Are the Peacemakers Award" to the
Lords on behalf of the World Council of
Churches, " for inspiring, dangerous and faithful
efforts to build a just and peaceful world." They
also received a letter of thanks from Interim
General Minister & President, Dr. William C.
Hobgood.

(Continued on page 5)
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These two champions of PEACE, also received a
beautiful diamond shaped glass sculpture inscribed
with, "We thank God for Harvey and May Lord,
Pastors, Prophets and Founders ofDJAN."

WASHINGTON, DC - The Capital Area recently
reported two Ministerial Changes. They are Rev.
Gregory Lee Howell, from Associate at National
City Christian Church to Pastor, Palm Lake Christian
Church,St. Petersburg, FL and Rev. Jeffrey T.
Moore, Pastor of Fort Washington Christian Church
to Executive Director Big Brothers & Sisters of
Crawford County, Meadville, PA.

INDIANAPOLIS, IN - Over 200 clergy persons,
leaders of Disciples congregations across America,
gathered at Light of the World Christian Church,
Bishop T. Garrott Benjamin, Jr., Pastor, April
11-14,2005, for the Annual Black Ministers
Retreat.

Bishop Benjamin opened the four-day event
preaching a sermon with such fervor Lady Benjamin
said she had never seen Bishop preach more freely.
On June 8, 2005, Bishop and Mrs. Benjamin
celebrated their 38th wedding anniversary.

The preacher on the second night was the striking
Rev. Dr. Cynthia L. Hale, Senior Pastor of Ray of
Hope Christian Church, Atlanta, GA, followed by
Rev. Dr. Alvin O. Jackson, former Senior Minister of
National City Christian Church, Washington, DC.
The Bible lecturer was Rev. Dr. Frank Thomas,
Senior Minister of Mississippi Boulevard Christian
Church, Memphis, TN.

Among the many others participating in the retreat
were Rev. Dr. Susan Street-Beavers, Rev. Marilyn
Fiddmont Christian Church Foundation, Rev.
Raumone Burton, Rev. Freddie Lawton,
Rev. Eric Brown, Rev. Larry Covin, and
Rev. Ayanna Johnson.

Cassette tapes are available from Tom Benjamin
Ministries, PO Box 781344, Indianapolis, IN 46278.

PITTSBORO, NC -
Rev. Vertie Powers,
former Minister of
Evangelism for Church
Development and Renewal
with the United Church of
Christ in Cleveland, OH,
was installed the Associate
Conference Minister of the
Eastern North Carolina
Association on Saturday,
May 21, 2005.

Participants included Rev. Stephen Camp,
Conference Minister; Rev. 1.Kelly Shiflett,
Rev. Felix Castro, Rev. Joanne Verburg, Ms.
Charlene Smith, Rev. Keith Debord, Rev. Ervin
Milton, Rev. Robert Pugh, Rev. Dannie
Williams; Rev. Rose Wright-Scott, Rev. K. Ray
Hill, Rev. Mark Nanney, Rev. Calvin Brooks,
Rev. Cheryl McNair, Rev. Phil Hardy, Rev.
Lawrence Walser, Rev. Elgean McCullers,
Deacon Eva Mariner, Elder Adell Staton and
Deacon Darien McGriff, son of Rev. Powers,
and Deacon Joyce Knox, sister; both of Twelfth
Street Christian Church, Washington, DC.

Rev. Powers has served the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in Indianapolis, IN as
Director of New Church Establishment and also
Interim Director of Reconciliation. Prior to this
she served congregations in Philadelphia, PA,
and Washington, DC.

After completing public schooling in North
Carolina and Washington, DC, Rev, Powers
obtained her B.S. degree from Trinity College
in Washington, DC and her Masters of Divinity
from Duke in Durham, NC.

INDIANAPOLIS, IN - Dr. Ann
Updegraff- SpIeth, a certified Fund Raising
Executive, has accepted the position of Vice
President for Seminary Advancement at
Christian Theological Seminary, effective May
4,2005. Dr. Ed Wheeler, President, said she
brings over 20 years of experience in
not-for-profit leadership and fundraising.

(Continued on page 6)
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Dr. Updegraff- SpIeth previously served as
President and Executive Vice President for
Program Planning for the Division of Homeland
Ministries, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

ROANOKE, VA - Rev. Dr. William L. Lee.,
Pastor of Loudon Avenue Christian Church,
(Disciples of Christ) has been nominated
Moderator of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). Elections for him and Carolyn Ho, first
vice moderator, and Dr. Charles C. Gaines, second
vice moderator will happen during the General
Assembly, Portland, OR, July 23-27.

Dr. Lee has just fmished serving a two-year term
as vice president of the Greenwood Cemetery
Board, Nashville, TN. Carolyn Ho is a member of
Queen Anne Christian Church, Seattle, WA and
Dr. Charles Gaines is a member of First Christian
Church, Arlington, TX.

WASHINGTON, DC-Highlights of the Spring
meeting of the Board of Trustees of National
City Christian Church, April 21-24. 2005,
included an Organ Recital by Dr. Lawrence
Schreiber, Minister of Music Emeritus, and a
lecture by Dr. D. Duane Cummins, President of
the Board, on Leadership in "The Disciples
Tradition." This is the third in this lecture series.
The first by Dr. Robert Hill, Senior Minister of
Community Christian Church, Kansas City, MO
and Dr. Robert Cueni, President of Lexington
Theological Seminary, Lexington, KY.

WASHINGTON, DC - Members of the Christian
Church, (Disciples of Christ) in the Region will be
in for a treat on Sunday, July 10,2005, when Dr.
T. J. Liggett. Claremont, CA, will be preaching
for the 11:00 AM services at Twelfth Street Chris-
tian Church. This is the oldest African-American
Disciples Congregation in the Nation's Capital.

Dr. Liggett is former president of Christian
Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, IN, and
retired President of the United Christian Mission-
ary Society of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in the United States and Canada.

INDIANAPOLIS, IN - Rev. Charles H. Webb,
Jr., former Director ofthe Office of Black Minis-
try for the Division of Homeland Ministries, has
been appointed Director of Church and Alumni
Relations for Christian Theological Seminary. He
will begin July 18,2005.

•
He has worked for five Nobel Peace Prize
winners, two of them being Anglican Bishop
Desmond Tutu and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr..

In making the announcement, Vice President Dr.
Updegraff-SpIeth said Rev. Webb will provide
significant leadership in strengthening the
connections between the seminary and the alumni,
communions, and congregations that are part of
the ever-growing CTS family.

Charles has pastored congregations in Oklahoma
and California as well as Twelfth Street Christian
Church in Washington, DC. He holds a BS from
Phillips University and the Masters Ministry from
CTS. He and his wife Debra are parents of a
daughter Margarette and son Joshua.

WASHINGTON, DC-
Deacon Louada Chisholm, a
dedicated Churchwoman and
a Honored life- long member
of Heritage Christian Church,
Silver Spring, MD, is the
2005 recipient of the honored
"Human and Spiritual Values
Award" of the Kiwanis Club
in Leisure World, Silver
Spring, MD.

On May 15,2005 members from all 10 Kiwanis
Clubs in Division 17, Montgomery County, MD
chose her for this annual award from among a
significant number of nominees.

Mrs. Chisholm, wife of Old timers' Grapevine
board member, Robbie Chisholm, is an active
member of the Christian Women's Fellowship of
both the Capital Area Region and her
congregation, Heritage Christian Church. •(Continued on page 7)
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Her Pastor, Rev. Ben Manning, in reflecting on her
award, said "Louada's life is filled with numerous ex-
amples of Christian Service." "When I first assumed
my calling at Heritage a little over ten years ago, she
was one of the members that quickly impressed me
with her 'servant' approach to lay ministry." "She
well deserved the award," he said, "and all of us at
Heritage extend our warmest congratulations."

INDIANAPOLIS, IN - The Disciples Home
Missions President Rev. Arnold Nelson announced
key staff changes, which were effective in early June.
Joining the staff are: Rev. Steve Doan and Rev.
Susan Galasso. They will serve part-time as Disciples
Military Endorsement Officer and Disciple
Institutional Endorsement Officer, respectively.

Rev. Nelson also announced with regret the end of the
position of Vice President for Specialized Services
and the conclusion of the DHM ministry of Rev.
Danny Thompson. Chaplain Thompson began his
ministry with DHM in 1997, giving oversight to both
military and institutional chaplaincies. President
Nelson said this change was necessary for DHM to
focus its mission on Congregational Transformation
and Leader Development of Disciples who serve in
local congregations.

CHICAGO, IL - Rev. William E. Crowl,
Associate Dean, Disciples Divinity House,

University of Chicago and
former Regional Minister and
President of the Central
Rocky Mountain Region
retired from full-time ministry
in mid 2004. He will
continue his work with DDH
alumni/ae and donors on a
half-time basis and make up
for lost time with family and
friends.

The Board of Trustees honored their colleague and
friend on April 1, 2004, at a luncheon. Trustee
Claudia Highbaugh shared how she first knew Bill
through his skills as a youth leader. She remembered
his love of singing (especially rambunctious camp
songs), and his role as mentor. .

Marshall and Barbara Dunn, fellow graduates
of Hiram College, commented "Over the years
we have admired Bill for his many gifts and
obvious devotion to the church .... Few people
have served so ably as a new church pastor,
helped grow a strong congregation in Ohio,
been an excellent Regional Minister and then
our beloved Associate Dean."

Regional Minister Herb Knudsen, together
with Patty Crowl, wife, presented Bill with the
Distinguished Minister pin on behalf of the
Pension Fund.

Rev. Crowl's ministerial career began with
founding First Christian Church of Downers
Grove, Illinois, as he was finishing his BD as a
Disciples Divinity House Scholar. He
subsequently accepted a call to First Christian
Church in Baltimore, MD and Northwest
Christian Church, Columbus, OR.

Rev. Crowl will be a contributing writer to the
Oldtimers' Grapevine Newsletter in his
retirement. The Oldtimers' Grapevine Staff
welcomes Rev. Crowl to the team!

INDIANAPOLIS, IN - Rev. Dr. Harold R.
Watkins, President Emeritus of Church
Extension and former Interim President of
Lexington Theological Seminary, was saluted
February 12,2005 by the Annual Convention
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in
Puerto Rico. In presenting the recognition, the
Rev. Juan Figueroa said, "We give thanks for
Hal Watkins, who has not only helped us build
bigger sanctuaries, but has given us an
example that has inspired a new generation of
leaders who are today good stewards."
Figueroa is the former General Minister and
President of the Christian Church in Puerto
Rico which includes 110 congregations.
Watkins joined Church Extension in 1958 and
served as presid~nt from 1980-1995.

(Continued on page 8)
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BULLARD, TX - Veteran
fund raiser with the
Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ), Oden Latham,
Jr., of Bullard TX, has
joined the Lexington
Theological Seminary
Development Team.

Latham is a Special Assistant to the President,
charged with maintaining a relationship with
friends of the seminary while also introducing the
Seminary to new friends. His task will be to
provide a Seminary presence in selected
congregations and regions within the Seminary's
promotional area.

An ordained Disciples minister, Latham served as
Vice President of the Christian Church Foundation
and was based in Raleigh, NC. Prior to that he
was area minister of the Northeast Area of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), in the
Southwest, living in Tyler, TX. He also served as
Director of Annual Giving for the National
Benevolent Association and as a pastor of several
congregations.

National City Christian Church
Courtyard Dedicated To Former

Administrator

The life and ministry of Sheila Brown Cooper was
memorialized on Sunday, May 22,2005, during
the dedication of the Courtyard at National City
Christian Church, 14th Street and Thomas Circle,
NW.

This event followed action of the Board of
Directors of the NCCC Foundation in a
Resolution on April 23, 2005, proclaiming that due
to her (a) voluminous untold and unheralded acts
of kindness; (b) ever-present pursuit of
wisdom; (c) passion for excellence in every role
and endeavor she embraced, that this space be
dedicated to her honor and loving memory.

Ms. Cooper served as Executive Assistant to
Senior Minister Emeritus, William C. Howland,
Jr., and as the Director of Special Ministries from
1984 to her retirement in 1995, due to ill health.

When the restoration of the Cathedral Sanctuary
was completed in 1981, a practice of holding
special dedications began. Dr. Howland
explained, "These services have provided
opportunity to recognize, honor, and memorialize
individuals and families who have or have had a
special relationship to National City. Board
member Wesley Strotman was overheard to say,
'don't stand still in the sanctuary or you will be
dedicated. '"

These dedications included: Pews, two organs,
stained glass windows, chancel furniture, ten
pillars, music suite, columbarium, sound control
room and the Howland Center.

Sunday's dedicatory services included welcome
and opening remarks by Dr. Dan Moseley,
Interim Senior Minister, Dr. Howland, Mrs.
Monte Hillis, who read the Board Resolution, and
audience participation in the reading of a Litany
of Dedication. Today, we continue in that
tradition, declared Dr. Howland.

Ms. Cooper was diagnosed with lupus, a terminal
disease. However, she outlived the number of
years predicted for her.

The service ended with these words from Dr.
Howland, "It seems most fitting that we remember
Sheila today by naming this
Courtyard for her. She often
remarked that she could
hear the sounds of the
fountain from her office and
she cherished the beauty of
grass and flowers, shrubs
and trees. Her memory is
with us here this
morning and her spirit will always be present in
this place."



•
OVERHEARD

Two 90-year-old men, Moe and Sam, have been
friends all their lives. Sam is dying. While Moe was
visiting Sam says" Moe we have loved
baseball all our lives. You have to do me one
favor. When you get to Heaven, some way you must
let me know if there's baseball in Heaven."

Sam looks up at Moe and says, "If it is at all
possible, I will."

Shortly afterwards Sam passes on. At around mid-
night two nights later Moe is awakened by a
blinding light and a voice calling "Moe, Moe,"

"Who is it? Says Moe sitting up. "Who is it?"

"Moe, its' me, Sam."

"Come on. You're not Sam. Sam just died."

"I'm telling you, insists the voice. "It's me, Sam."

"Sam? Where are you?"

"I'm in Heaven, says Sam, "its wonderful here and I
have really good news and a little bad news."

"Tell me the good news first," says Moe.

"The good news is that there is baseball here and
our old buddies who have gone on before us are
here and they are young men again. It's always
Spring and it never rains or snows. We can play ball
all we want and never get tired."

"Really" says Moe. "That is fantastic, wonderful
beyond my wildest dreams! But, what is the bad
news?"

"You're pitching next Tuesday!"

OLDTlMERS' HEALTHVINE

Diabetic Eye Disease
Diabetic eye disease are eye problems
that people with diabetes may face as a
result of the disease. The most common
diabetic eye disease is diabetic
retinopathy which is the leading cause
of blindness in American adults.

Diabetic retinopathy which is damage
to the blood vessels in the retina.
• Cataract is clouding of the eye's len
• Glaucoma is an increase in fluid

pressure inside the eye that leads to
optic nerve damage.

What are its symptoms? There really
are none. There is also no pain in-
volved. This is why it is so important to
have regular eye exams.

Can diabetic retinopathy be treated?
The answer is yes. Laser surgery and
appropriate follow-up care can reduce

. the risk of blindness by ninety per cent.
However, Laser surgery usually cannot
restore that vision which has already
been lost.

What about other diabetic diseases?
• People with diabetes develop cata-

racts at an earlier age. Cataracts
can usually be treated with surgery.

• Glaucoma may also be a problem.
It can be treated with medications,
laser surgery and other forms of
surgery.

So, remember, get a routine dilated eye
exam every year!
Kim Atwater is a nurse in the ambulatory surgery
center at Kaiser Permaente ,Kensington, MD



PROJECT PROMISE INTERNATIONAL, INC:

Rev. Dr. Delores Carpenter, a visionary
clergywoman who dreamed of building a bridge to
Africa several years ago, is now realizing "a dream
come true." The public is invited to a meeting on
Tuesday, July 19,2005,5 - 8 PM to learn of the
progress that has been made.

A trip to Kenya in late 2004, with a delegation of
24 church members and friends, made it happen.
While in Kenya the delegation learned of a leather
goods manufacturing and training center just 24
miles outside of Nairobi. The center, which uses
equipment donated by the United Nations also
makes handbags for export to England, and
manufactures shoes for Bata, Kenya's leading shoe
company.

However, the center's focus is on training. People
come from all over Kenya and other African
nations to learn shoemaking and repair skills. They
return to their own villages, towns and cities to set
up micro-businesses.

This was when the Project Promise delegation was
put in touch with the Eastern South Africa Leather
Industries Association (ESALIA). ESALIA
representatives were so excited about the prospect
of working together, they drafted a memorandum
of understanding for Dr. Carpenter to bring back
with her.

In the time leading up to the Kenya trip, Project
Promise collected 11 tons of shoes, clothes,
medical kits and other supplies to be donated.
Due to red tape the goods did not arrive with the
delegation but it was delivered about three months
later.

This courageous woman, senior minister of
Michigan Park Christian Church, Washington, DC,
had been thinking about an Africa project several
years earlier and during negotiations with the
publisher of the African American Heritage
Hymnal, GIA, the publishing house, agreed to
rebate a percentage of hymnal sales to the African
Heritage and Cultural Institute, also founded by

Dr. Carpenter. This multi-talented woman of
God, was also Senior editor of the hymnal, which
is used in many Disciples congregations. The
Institute awards church music scholarships and
also helps fund Project Promise.

During a visit with Dr. Carpenter a few weeks ago
she provided the 01dtimers' Grapevine with
photos of African children who are recipients of
clothing and especially shoes provided by Project
Promise. It was exciting to learn that
Project Promise had already provided children
with over 3,000 pairs of repaired and new shoes.

In addition to all these responsibilities, she is also
President of The National Convocation of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and Vice
President of the Greenwood Cemetery Board,
Nashville, Tennessee. She urges OTG readers in
the Washington area to come meet her on July 19,
2005 at the John E. Feggan Center, 311 68th Place,
Seat Pleasant, MD.

Dr. Carpenter describes Project Promise as
"another living bridge to Africa that is not a literal
steel structure spanning the ocean, but an
economic bridge- a way for North Americans to
reach out to the people of Kenya and help them
move from poverty to self sufficiency."
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THE POET'S CORNER

The Tie - Your Tie - My Tie

It's cloth, sometimes colorful,
different widths,
shape and size.
Some unique!

Some plain and simple!
Some with pattern that defies.
All provide the same effect

when they're placed about the neck
and uncomfortable as they may be,

rarely ever will we see
a gentleman lacking one in place

to enhance his neck and face.
'Tis my task, for alas

if one neglects to don me where requested
then entrance may result divested.
A meager portion of fabric, cloth.

Needful to be elegant, soft.
The tie! Your tie! My tie!

Written April 23, 2005
May F Lindsey Reed

-

READERS COMMENT CORNER

Oscar: Greetings! "Thanks for the
good job you are doing with
The Oldtimers' Grapevine
Newsletter." Lester.
Dr. Lester McAllister, Claremont, CA

Oscar: "It I truly remarkable how great you and
the staff are doing with such limited resources. I
am pleased to join your increasingly growing num-
ber of readers in expressing heartfelt appreciation.
"Ernest.
Dr. Ernest & Mrs. Janice Newborn,
Claremont, CA

Oscar & Joan: "Thank you for your good work.
Blessings, Shirley.
Mrs. Shirley Compton, Louisville, KY

Dear Oscar: "Russell and I enjoy the Oldtimers'
Grapevine so much, and we thank you for the
work it takes to keep it coming!" Nancy.
Rev. Russell & Mrs. Nancy Harrison,
Indianapolis., IN

Mr. Haynes: "This little gift is in memory of Rev.
& Mrs. William Fox. They were on my wing at
Foxwood."
Mrs. Velma McClure, Raymore, MO

Dear Oscar: "We always read the
Grapevine carefully ..." Joe.
Rev. Joseph & Mrs. Winnifred Smith,
Indianapolis, IN



(Editor's Note: It is the policy of the Oldtimers' Grape-
vine Newsletter to endorse services and goods owned by
our family of readers .)

NEW CD
Miss Karen Hylton has just

released a new CD which should be
in the home oflover's of a beauti-
ful voice with solid musical
accompaniment. It has something
for all music lovers; traditional
gospel, contemporary gospel, jazz

gospel, hip-hop gospel. One selection that will bring
smiles to Convocation members is the ever beautiful
"In This Very Room."

To order the CD send a check for $16.60 with your
complete return address to Karen Hylton, 10447
Willowdale Drive, St. Louis, MO 63146. This cov-
ers shipping & handling. The OTG recommends
considering Miss Hylton for fund raising events for
your church. She may be reached at (314)997-4060
for full details. Karen is the daughter of Rev. Dr.
Samuel & Mrs. Mildred Hylton. Dr. Hylton is a for-
mer president of the National Convocation and
Mrs. Hylton, retired Music Educator in St. Louis,
MO

PHONICS PHONE
Our readers have been introduced to Phonics

Phones and we again heartily endorse this excellent
teaching instrument. Every church school should
have a supply on hand. This instrument is moder-
ately priced and extremely valuable.

Among the testimonials to the benefits of Phonics
Phones are First & Second grade teachers,
Kindergarten, Special Ed, Reading Specialits and
Elementary School Principals. The Phonics Phone is
marketed by the Candl Foundaation, a non-profit
formed by the discoverer of the Phonics Phone, Dr.
Louis Brown and his wife, Carolyn. Rev. Dr. Wil-
liam C. Howland, Retired Associate General Minis-
ter & President of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) and Senior Minister of National City Chris-
tian Church is Chairman of the Board.

Orders may be placed with Nancy Welsh, Candl Founda-
tion, PO Box 18623, Huntsville, AL 35804 or 1-800-633-
7212 or www.phonicsphoe.org.

COME SAIL WITH ME INTO A SEA OF
POETRY

This book of poems by May F. Lindsey Reed,
Poet-in- Residence for the Oldtimers Grapevine
Newsletter is now in its second printing. A copy
should be in every Convocation home and
church library. Orders can be made to: GWD
ministries, 1428 Elm Hill Pike, Nashville, TN
37210, or May Reed, PO Box 281043, Nash-
ville, TN 37218 mrlreed@att.net Or Lighthouse
Press Publishing, PO Box 281375, Nashville,
TN 37228, or The Disciples of Christ Historical
Society, 1101 19th Avenue South, Nashville, TN
37212-2196.

VISION WITH PASSION
Those attending the General Assembly will have
the opportunity to purchase a book which is a
narrative of Disciples of Christ in the early days
of the denomination. It reveals the time when
the Disciples had Corresponding Secretaries,
State Secretaries, Conference Ministers and
various other positions of service. The author,
Dr. William Miller has put approximately 30
years into researching material for this book.

This biography of the Disciples recalls the OLD
DAYS of the National Christian Missionary
Society which helps recall good days and some
rough ones such as the intentional burning of the
home of the late Dr. John Compton. Our be-
loved Dr. William K. Fox provided a Chronol-
ogy of African-American Disciples of Christ.

EXPERIENCE JAMAICA
Members of The Oldtimers' Grapevine Family
may enjoy the magic of Jamaica and Fort
Leaford Villa at a bargain rate by calling
Mr. Leaford Williams, (202)529-6312. The
Villa accommodates six persons and you will be
pampered by the friendly 3-member staff.

Fort Leaford Villa provides all families the
opportunity to create a memory that will last a
lifetime. Mr. Williams is a retired Foreign
Service Officer with a heart of gold. His love for
his native home moved him to make it possible
for all persons to vacation in this vacation
wonder of the world.

http://www.phonicsphoe.org.
mailto:mrlreed@att.net


• FOR WHOM THE BELLS TOLL
Indianapolis, IN -
Homegoing
Services for Rev. Dr.
Lorenzo J. Evans,
96-year-old educator
and prominent
churchman, were held
on April 16,2005, at
Faith United Christian
Church, Rev. Dr. S.l
Murray, officiating.

Dr. Evans was an intellectual giant with a warm
caring smile and a reputation of integrity and
humility. Praises echoed throughout the sanctuary
as friends and colleagues remembered one who
had served his church and country with dignity.

•
Among those who praised the works of this
outstanding church leader were Bishop T. Garrott
Benjamin, Rev. Dr. Irvin Green, Rev. Dr. Billy
Bridges, Rev. Dr. John Foulkes, Rev. Dr. Helen
Walton, Jeanette Larkins, Brian Griffin, grand-
son; Mrs. Eliza Cave, Dr. Marjorie Parker, Rev.
Leonard Evans, Clarissa Wright and Rev. Charles
Webb.

Born in Perry County, AL, the third of six
children, Dr. Evans always had a yearning for
education and after completing the Eighth grade
he enrolled in Lincoln Normal High School.
When he finished there he entered Southern
Christian Institute where he was first introduced
to The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and
his future wife, Myrtle Heath.

•

Upon completion of Junior College, Lorenzo
entered Clark College where he received his
Bachelors degree. Although persons tried to
discourage him he later obtained his Bachelor of
Divinity Degree from Gammon Theological
Seminary. He completed work for a Masters
Degree in Sociology at Atlanta University,
and in 1974 he was awarded an Honorary
Doctorate Degree from Texas Christian
University.

Dr. Evans was a State Worker for the "Colored"
churches in Georgia, and served pastorates in
Georgia and Oklahoma. He was Membership
Secretary for the Butler Street YMCA, Atlanta,
GA and Christian Educator for the General
manifestation of the Christian Church. During
World War II he served as a Chaplain in the
U.S. Army.

He is survived by two daughters, Eddie Griffin
(the late John) and Stacy Duke (King); two
siblings, Rebecca Caldwell and John Evans
(Maggie); sister-in-law, Inez; three grandchildren,
Brian Griffin (Luba), Allison Brown and Taylor
Duke, three great-grandchildren, Aron & Paul
Griffin and Amyah Mahone. several nieces,
nephews and friends.

WASHINGTON, DC-A Celebration of Life in
Memory of Alice Jean Bowie Coleman, daughter
of a founder of Twelfth Street Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), was held May 12,2005, Rev.
Mary Brown Oliver, officiating.

Alice is the youngest of four children to the late
Elder William C. Bowie and Mrs. Carrie Bowie.
Her other siblings are Bernice, deceased;
William Bowie, II., and Violina Majors.

Alice was educated in the public schools of
Washington, DC, receiving a Bachelor of Science
from Howard University and a Master of Arts
from George Washington University. She com-
pleted further studies at Howard,

(Continued on page 14)
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George Washington, and American Universities. In
addition to teaching, she coordinated the training
programs for Special Education Teachers Aides, the
Saturday School Program for the Mamie D. Lee
Satellite Program, and the Child Find Program.

Alice was active in many professional and
community organizations including: the Council for
Exceptional Children, the Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority, the Order of the House of Ruth, the Capitol
City Links, Inc., and she was a founder of the
Ever-Sharps.

She leaves to treasure special memories, daughter,
Claudia; son, Craig and (Dinna); daughter-in-law,
Lucia; Brother, William C. Bowie II; sister, Violina
Major; seven grandchildren, seven great grandchil-
dren, two nieces, a nephew, and a host of other
relatives and friends.

HYATTSTOWN, MD-
A Service of Thanksgiving
for Dr. Maurice Hellner,
a Japanese Language
officer for the U.S. Navy
during World War II, was
held at Hyattstown
Christian Church, April 25,
2005, Rev. Dr W.F. Terry
Reister, officiant.

After the war Dr. Hellner worked for the Office of
Naval Intelligence, NSA and Defense Intelligence
Agency. He earned his bachelors from the Univer-
sity of Southern California, and his Masters and
Doctorate in economics from American University.

Maury grew up in the Swedish Covenant Church but
joined National City Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) after his marriage to.Artye, to whom he was
married for 61 years. An Elder Emeritus, Dr. Hellner
served National City Church in numerous capacities,
and is remembered by many as a teacher and
spiritual guide.

He once stated he wanted to be remembered, "
for 50 years of teaching Sunday School at
National City."

Surviving are wife, Artye, who is one of the
founders of the Summer Enrichment Program
which expanded to the Community Children's
Ministry; Maurine Rosenberg, New York City;
Cheryl Hellner, Silver Spring, MD and Rev.
Janet Hellner-Burris, pastor of Wilkinsburg
Christian Church in Pennsylvania,

ROCKVILLE, MD - Chester L. Green, a
statistician with the Department of Labor's
Bureau of Labor Statistics for 37 years, died
April 20, 2005 of pancreatic cancer at Casey
House Hospice.

Mr. Green, a native of Philadelphia, PA, spent
most of his life in this area. He was a graduate
of Armstrong High School in Washington and
West Virginia State College. During World War
II he was an aviation engineer stationed in the
Philippines and New Guinea.

He was editor of "Employment and Earnings," a
monthly publication of the Bureau of Labor,
before retiring in 1979. Chester was a member
of University Christian Church, Hyattsville,
MD, and a lifetime member of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity.

Mr. Green is survived by his wife of 56 years,
Mrs. Ella J. Green, an outstanding poet and
dedicated church leader; two daughters, Angela
Green of Washington and Bernita Green of
Bowie, MD; and a sister, Erotida Gaskill of
Woodbridge, VA.



•
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRECIOUS GIFTS

Dr. William L. & Mrs. Dode Miller,
Raymore, MO; Mrs. Eddie Griffin,
Chicago, IL; Dr. Ernest J. & Mrs. Janice
Newborn, Claremont, CA; Dr. Norman &
Mrs. May Reed, Nashville, TN; Mr. Roy
A Dunham, Silver Spring, MD; Mr.
Joseph & Mrs. Winnifred Smith,
Indianapolis, IN; Ms. Ethel Seitz,
Indianapolis, IN; Mrs. Kathryn N. Range,
Columbus, OH; Dr. James. R. & Mrs.
Lucy Reed, Indianapolis, IN; M. Hattie
Johnson, Long Beach, CA; Col. Charles
E. McGee, Bethesda, MD; Ms. Velma
McClure, Raymore, MO; Rev. Russell &
Mrs. Nancy Harrison, Indianapolis, IN;
Rev. Eugene & Mrs. Pauldenia Randall,
Indianapolis, IN; Mr. George H. Coates,
Kansas City, MO; Mr. Harvey R. & Mrs.
Sybel Thomas, Chicago, IL; Mr. David &
Mrs. Judith Torgerson, Landover, MD;
Mrs. Shirley Compton, Louisville, KY;
Mr. Robbie & Mrs. Louada, Chisholm;
Rev. Vertie Powers, Greensboro, NC;
Dr. William C. & Mrs. Ann Howland, Jr.,
Arlington, VA. Dr. Lester McAllister,
Claremont, CA and Dr. William & Mrs.
Mary Helen Blackwell, Brandywine, WV.

•
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