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l THE OLDTiMERS' GRAPEVINE

I
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OLDTIMERS ARE FEATURED AS "LIGHT OF WORLD"
CELEBRATES ITS 125th. ANNIVERSARY

Indianapolis, IN- The 3.000 plus member Light of the World Christian Church
launched a year-long observance of their 125th. anniversary November 24, 1991.
A reception at the historic Walker Building was highlighted with a drama which
lifted up the anniversary theme: "Ceiebrating Our Past and Liberating Our
Future. - Pictured below are some of the senior stars that shine in -The Lig ht."
Dr. 1. Garrott Benjamin, who has been senior pastor since 1969, points to the
television outreach ministry as the congregation's most effective area-wide
witness. Ninety-five percent of Its support comes from the membership.
According to The Indianapolis News reporter Rebecca Bibbs who did a feature
story research on Light of the World, ·Senior citizens ... are becoming a priority
for the church whose members hope, .. to establish a family life complex that
would include housing for elderly members. n

Rich MillerlThe Indianapolis News

ABOVE ARE ONWARD CHRISTI,AN SOLDIERS- Their accumulative
memberships at Second (Light of the World Christian) Church total 278 years,
Left to riaht. Emmett Dickson. member since 1931: Elizabeth Enix. 1924;
Johnnie Blue, 1964; Mary C. Farmer, 1929; and Charlseda Wilcox, 1929.

In th~ N~w Y~ar iiMay you b~ poor in mi$fortun~ and rich in b;~$$infJ$·ni
-Trom TIp Bt!~1 or IfiZiJ IA'lllV"X( IA'lufom b)/ JoIJlJ "''/cCRrri"''I-
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AND MORE DONORSI THANKSI
*Jenean FUlton, Indianapolis, IN;
Anita Hairston, Tulsa, OK; E.
Elbart/Margaret Starn, Columbia,
MO; Edwin M. Hurdle, Dallas, TX;
Zellie Peoples, Indianapolis, IN;
Kathryn and Ozark Range, Sr.,
Indianapolis, IN

OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE
FINANCES· JAN. 1 • DEC. 31, 1991

INCOME·
Extrashare ($20 and over) - $ 645.00
Regulardonor ($5 up to#20) 880.00

$1,525.00
EXPENSES·

Paper, labels, etc. ---- 67.21
Printing/duplication -------- 539.48
Promotion --------------------- 88.18
Stamps, par. post fees ---- 366.28
State Tax (Incorp. papers) -- 10.00

$1,071.15
BALANCE ON HAND •• $ 453.85

THUS ENDS OUR FIRST YEAR·
THANKS YOUI THANK YOUI

LET'S CELEBRATE'"

*Jenean FUlton, Indlanapolla, IN·
maintains a studio and continues to
place -J. Fulton- creations of fine art
photography on exhlbltlon- an
activity she pursued successfully
with her late husband, John Fulton
for many years. She recently was In
a major holiday exhibition In Wltchlta,
KS

THE OLDTIMERsr GRAPEVINE
PI/bl/shea IndePendently s/"r rrmes
(1,yet!!r thrr7ugh~n?e-will df?R(1tif?HS-

CONTACT:
WiJlid/Tl K Ff7X",Sr - Fditf7r/l"fgr
500 1ft/a Dr - APt 102 D
Raymtlre. 110 64083 ~

PHONE: (816.331.7323) W!i!l
Mississippi's heroic early pioneer
church leader- Rosa Brown Bracy; a
graduate of Southern Christian
Institute of Edwards, MS and married
a man who graduated from Piedmont
Christian Instltute- both Disciples of
Christ mission schools. While
practicing medicine in Tulsa, the late
Dr. Hairston was a devout member of
the Pine Street Church. In
1952 Anita Hairston became the first
Black graduate of Tulsa University.

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR

When you receive this issue of
Oldtlmers', the editor and his dear
wife will be 'oug hlng It out- with our
son, daughter-In-law and a host of
grandchildren, friends, etc. on the
West Coast. We are entering 1992
with the help of the good Lordi

What the Oldtlmers Grapevine needs
most from you Is a word about some
of your doings which can be shared
with our network. What each of us is
doing In their little way and In their
little place, can bring inspiration and
movtivatlon to others on the journey.

What new discoveries did you make
*Anlta Hairston, Tulsa, OK· during last year with flowers, or baking, or
the recent Tulsa General Assembly of bible stUdy, or grandparentlng, etc.?
the Church, Anita sponsored an The stage that most of us are in life
Informal home reception for a small does not require that we do or share
circle of friends. She reminded us of something earth-shattering. We have
her deep roots In Disciples of Christ each already done that by just
traditions. She Is a niece of surviving' How about sharing?
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C A BRIEF1991 X~
LETTER ROUNDou,

*JoAnne Kaglwada- Washington,
D. C.- dealing with playing computer
games with the kids and expanding
her work portfolio to -Issues of
diversity and multiculturalism, as well
as reUgion, as they impact the field
of phllanthropy.-

*Walter/Sue Cardwell-
Indianapolis, IN- growing up with a
son's trlplets- Sue working part-time
at the seminary and counseling
center; a -distinguished award- to
Sue by the A. A. of Pastoral
Counselors and an honorary
doctorate to Walter from Christian
Theolog leal Seminary.

*Rex Blx- Clearwater, FI-- In spite
of nagging wounds from arthritis,
age and heart by-passes,
experienced great year of lIfun times,
pleasant cruises to exotic far away
places, holidays In Spain, parties
with dancing girls, balloons and
streamers.-

*M/M. & W. E. Starn- Columbia,
MO- -Muggs- moved Into the Health
Care Center because of mobility
problems; pacemaker Implant for Bill
Sept. 25 to correct heart beat
IrregUlarity; but both continue
Involvement In church, Lenoir
happenings, University concerts and
the Theater season.

children's famllles- All In spite of old
arthritis and creeping age.

I LETTERS TO THE EDITOR I
*Here is my contribution for 1992.
You are doing well In keeping us In
touch with long-time friends. My best
wishes to you.
-Gertude Olmke, Indianapolis, IN-

*The Oldtlmers' GrapeVine Is a great
pUblication. We are doing well In
Texas... I promise to give you better
support in the future. -Edwin
Hurdle, Dalla., TX-

*We enjoy the -Grapevine.· Enclosed
is our gift toward 1992 support ...
Keep up the good work.

I was In attendance at the
anniversary celebration for Pastor
Hylton In St. Louis. -Kathryn and
Ozark Range, Sr.-

REID- URBAN CHURCH
PIONEER DIES

Chicago, Il- Frank G. Reid, a native
Jamaican, first (and to- date, only)
Black Disciples of Christ graduate In
divinity from Harvard University, died
in retirement August 23, 1991. He
was a tireless pioneer In urban
church mission.

In 1962 the Chicago Disciples of
Christ Union and the national church
was about to give up on assisting
Chicago's historic Jackson Boulevard
Church survive In the Inner city.
Frank Reid, fresh out of Harvard
Divinity School, answered the call to

*Harry & France. Parsons-
Raymore, MO- Harry Is sing Ing his
heart out In music groups at
Raymore C. C. and Foxwood;
Frances active as a CWF worShip
leader; Harry Into ministers' group
meetings; both attendants at Tulsa
General Assembly I activities of their (Continued on Page 4)

Not:. fh~ 'inanc~ r~port. I~ your donation on its way? Thanks so muchl
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serve. For 27 years he anchored himself via a -tent-maker ministry- and
successfully guided the membership in confronting overwhelming central city
forces.

Today, Co-Pastor Louise Reid- Frank's wife- carries on in that same tradition with
a live and viable cong regation. Jackson Boulevard is one of less than ten
African-American led Disciples congregations which is lodged In the inner city
and committed to effective ministry within a public housing community. Widow
Louise survives with members of Frank's family to mourn his loss.

THOMAS. EFFICIENT PENSION FUND STAFF SUCCUMBS

Indianapolis, IN· V. Rex Thomas, the quiet but effective Pension Fund staff on
disability Jeave from the Pension Fund staff since June 1, 1991- died December
20, 1991. This culminated a long siege of illness. Rex had the special
responsibility for mounting the annual campaign for ministerial relief and health
care needs. Thomas' stabilizing presence in the church ill be missed. He
assisted many associated with the National Convention/Convocation on a one-
on-one basis. Rex was a recent donor to the Oldtimers'. }iis survivors include a
wife, Patricia Birch-field; two daughters, nine grandchltdren; two brothers and
four sisters.

Entering 1992 with the Apostle Paul- 1I ••• thls one thing I do:
forgettIng what lies behind and straining forward to what lies .
ahead, I press on toward the goa' for the prize of the heavenly
call of God In Christ Jesus.1I

- Philippians 3:13b-J+ (NRSV).,~/.. \-,
;/' pr1 /'
----i

OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE tf)

~O Mott Driv~· Apt. 102B
Ravmor~, MO 64083

Ma.y
Mrs. N&fY F. Reed @
1101 Nineteenth Avenue, South
Nashvil Ie TN 37212

/111/1 II II I1II1 l.111/11/111111 iI 1111 i.1111//11 1111/1
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Oklahoma City, OK-
Cavannah Clark-retired
school teacher and veteran

lay leader in the Wildewood ~~;;;;;;;;;~;;;;;;;;;~~77.ii~~~T1

Christian Church and regional
and general church work-
enthusiastically reports that her •...•••""""""==="""""===,;;;;,i,I;I~=~~~~

congregation is engaged in a Sunday in November 1992. A
pioneering missionventure. It has Spring evangelistic campaign will
just completed a unique plan to mark the official campaign to
purchase the historic University establishthe congregation.
Place Christian Church facilities
of Oklahoma City and start
another church.

he
• Senior Mem.ter Glad!

A Rejoicing

Wildewood

.
lI.n

The new congregation is viewed
having high potential for
becoming multiracial. It is located
in a sector where there is a large
Asian population. Under the
leadership of veteran William W.
Simms- the pastor of Wildewood
Church- the nucleus for worship
at University Place was formed
from persons attending the 9 a.m.
service at Wildewood. Simms has
provided interim preaching.

Even without intentional
promotion, the 9 a. m. worship
service at University Place has
had unusual success since
it was launched the last

• After Serving 32 Years-

PAstor Hylton

Honored

§ t. Louis, Mo- After 32
years of stellar service to
the Centennial Christian

Church congregation as senior
pastor and effective participant
in communityand general church
life, Dr. Samuel W. Hylton, Jr.
will be honored by having the
second senior citizen housing
complex named Hylton Point
Apartments.

Facilities purchased include a
senior citizen program operating
just across the street from the
church. The purchase price of
$225,000 was secured through
the Board of Church Extension.
Wildewood's responsibility for
payment is shared equally with
the trustees of the old University
Place congregation.

Pastor Hylton comes from a
leading Disciples of Christ
household whose members have
served as church leaders for
several generations in the
Piedmont Area. His formal
preparation for the ministrywas
secured at Morehouse College
(Atlanta, GA), Christian
Theological Seminary
(Indianapolis, IN) and Eden
Seminary(St: Louis, MO). Under
his guidance the The
congregation has had many land-
mark successes in Christian
nusslon.

Senior member Cavannah Clark
has seen Wildewood begin as an
off-shoot of Sixth Street
Christian Church and grow
marvelouslyto the point where it
now has taken the initiative for
the establishment of a multiracial
congregation. She credits God
and faithfulPastor WillieSimms.

The most recent was the
receivingof aU. S. Department

See Page Two
Project Honors Hylton



• 2 The Oldtimers' Grapevine •

The National Convocation Board
of Trustees and selected
appraisers were in attendance. A
special staff task force of the
Division of Homeland Ministries
of the Christian (Disciples of
Christ) Church led by Dr. William
Edwards designed the program.

DR. BROWN lectures with NBA
Social Service Director Pat Clark's

church history display in background.

•

Published six times a year via
donations

Send correspondence to:

R
etired Minister RaymondOccasions For E. Brown served as the

lecturer "in residence"Thanksgiving October 23-25, 1992, for an
~~~~~~~~~~~ event called OUR mSTORY,

HERITAGE AND FUTURE
SEMINAR. It emphasized the
contributions of African
American Disciples of Christ to
the Restoration Movement in
general and the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in particular.

• Celebrations!

uth Hobbs of Jackson,R MS- lay leader in the region
and the United Christian

Church- reports that as a member
of the Southern Christian
Services for Children and Youth
board she is on the development
committee. The committee is
seeking new funds to continue
the extraordinary work. The
organization provides services for
the members of gangs and needy
families in Jackson and
Greenville, MS. The program is
NBA related.

~ pencer and Kitty Austin of
o Indianapolis, IN celebrated

the tenth anniversary of their
wedding the last week in
February with a cruise to Panama
and parts of the Carribean.
They're active in Robin Run and
Downy Ave. Christian Church.

ozark Range, Sr- of
Indianapolis, IN- director

of Black Ministry for the Division
of Homeland Ministries was in
Los Angeles, CA last month to
represent retiree H. B. Dotson of
Vicksburg, MS when Alfred A.
Dotson H. B.'s son was ordained
to the Christian Ministry at
Hollywood Christian Church.
Alfred Dotson serves on the staff
of Hollywood church.

IThe DJdtimel'l' Crapevine I

William K. F.ox, Sr. -
Editor/Manager SOO Molt Dr. Apt.

102-B
Raymore, MO 64083

Phone: (816) 331-7323

Wm. K. Fox, Jr. - Desktop
Publishing

Consultant - San Diego, CA

FIELD REPRESENTATIVES:

National - Ernest 1. Newborn, Sr.
Indianapolis, IN

West Coast - Cornelius and Alpha
Arnold, Enoch W. Henry

Los Angeles, CA

Project Honors

Hylton- froDl Pale 1

of Development Capital advance
Grant for $4,236,400.00 to build
a 72 one bed-room unit housing
complex for lowly income elderly
and persons with mobile-ity
impairment.

The complex must be completed
within the next eighteen months.
It will be constructed at Belt and
Maple Streets and be similar to
the congregation's first project
called Centennial Plaza
Apartments located at Sarah and
McPherson Streets .
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• I Benjamin in Moscow
a pastor from Seoul, Korea and
member of the Study Group,
asked Gorbachev if his mother
still prayed for him and whether••..._------------- he felt that her prayers had any
impact on him. The President
dealt with the question indirectly
speaking about the nurture and
care both his mother and father
had given him.

Pastor Meets
Gorbachev!

T 0 Russia With Love" is the
title Dr. T. Garrott Ben-

jamin gave to his very interesting
Journal of his six day Study Tour
to Moscow, Russia April 26 -
May 2, 1992. He left as his
annual "Heaven on Earth Insti-
tute" was ending and a few days
before the Los Angeles explo-
sive response to the Rodney King
Jury Verdict.

When the twenty-two member
tour group went to the office of
former president Mikail Gorba-
chevon April 29, 1992, Tom was
one of four persons chosen to ask
Mr. Gorbachev a question.

"Mr. President," said Tom,
"where did you get the inner
strength and courage to lead such
a sweeping revolution?

Dr. Benjamin's question was the
first chosen to be addressed.
However, according to Ben-
jamin, Gorbachev chose to
answer the question intellec-
tually. The President claimed
"necessity was the' mother' of
Peristroika." He did not discuss
"inner strength or spirit. "

Pastor Benjamin reports that
before the group left the Presi-
dent's office Dr. Sundo Kim,

When Dr. Kim indicated he
would like to close the meeting
with prayer and stand in a circle
with all hands joined, Gorbachev
agreed and stood in the circle
with joined hands.

T. Garrott Benjamin closes his
journal of this event with these
lines: "As we left the building, I
kept wondering what the result
would be of a meeting between
Mr. Gorbachev and Jesus; but
then in some strange way, I felt
he got an introduction today. I
also felt it would take more than
the fall of communism to
produce freedom and democracy.
THANK YOU JESUS!"
EDITOR'S NOTE- The Sept. 5
Religion Section of the Kansas
City Star carried an Associated
Press release stating that during a
recent tour of Israel by Mikhail
Gorbachev he termed himself a
"lifelong socialist following in
the footsteps of Jesus." Though
Dr. Benjamin is not ready to be
classified as an "Oldtimer," he
honors seniors and is a booster of
the OLDTIMERS'
GRAPEVINE.

!HOLY COW!!- from P 3 I
general church staff in Office of
communication and Janet is a
retired public school teacher.

*Eddie Lo Griffin of Park
Manor Christian Church,
Chicago, IL has been elected
moderator of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in
Illinois-Wisconsin. She is the
daughter of retired general
church staff Lorenzo 1. Evans of
Indianapolis, IN. She is on the
Board of Elders at Park Manor
and has been moderator of the
congregation.

*The "50+ Class of Gay-Lea
Christian Church, Nashville,
TN sponsored a Memorial
Service at the church May 24,
1992 in honor of its founder, the
late Dr. Bessie Chandler. Dr.
Samuel W. Hylton, Jr, minister at
Centennial Christian Church, St.
Louis where Dr. Chandler was
once an active member, was tthe
guest speaker.

EDITOR'S NOTE- Bessie
Chandler was among the first
Mrican American women
Disciples of Christ to be ordained
to serve in the church. She was a
professionally trained specialist in
Christian education who served
as a national field worker and
general consultant to profes-
sional National Convention staff
and various groups for many
years. The Chandler Family of
Nashville and Memphis, TN have
been pioneer leaders.
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• Earl W. Rand
Recording forgotten. It curtailed Rand's high

school graduation. The Great
"The Journey" Depression cut college plans

•••••- .....11 short. World War II reordered
priorities.The Vantage Press, Inc. New

Yark City, has recently
released an inspiring

autobiogra- phy entitled The
Journey or Earl Wadsworth
Rand: From There to
HerelFrom Then until Now."

Dr. Rand uses his own words to
describe a young Black man
attending college during the years
of the Great Depression ..." who
did not seem to have a rosy
future. But with perseveraaance,
courage, and the loving support
of his helpmate of a half century,
his beloved wife, Verbie ..." he
"would pursue a distinguished
career in the field of education ,
reaching the height of service as
president of Jarvis Christian Col-
lege."

Rand talks about "Wandering
through the Educational Woods"
or "What for? The Work '
Journey," or "Another Detour on
the Journey."

The reader is challenged to walk
the paths of progress from a two
teacher grade school with more
than 100 students operating five
months out of the year. Then you
will use a chalk board made out
of painted wood and face the
condi-tions of Jim Crow you may
have

But in the end, a happy marriage,
two children, a liberal arts degree
and a doctorate in education were
attained. Thousands of people
were served. The Rands were
loyal members and servants in the
local church. The young reader
will note the close association Dr.
Rand maintained with his local
church.

It may remind you of your
"Journey." But Rand put his in
writing. It might inspire you to do
the same if you haven't already.

Youth and young adults will be
motivated to pursue the highest
preparation possible for life when
you read the catalog of Dr. Rands
ultimate achievements.

Further he received the respect
and loyalty of friends and
colleagues. THE JOURNEY OF
EARL WADSWORTH RAND is
available in your local book store
for $13.95.
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e do need our donation!

DONORS-
THANK YOU SO

MUCH!!!

Edythe Grant, Raymore, MO;
Mildred L. Webb, Harvey, IL;
John C. Updegraff, Jacksonville,
FL; Cavannah M. Clark, Okla-
homa, OK; Carnella 1. Barnes,
Los Angeles, CA; Rufus Lewis,
Birmingham, AL; Melba A.
Hawkins, Hawkins, TX; David
Hawkins, Des Moines, IA; Mrs.
Peter (Rosae) C. Washington,
Oakland, CA; Mary M. Watson,
Kansas City, MO; Martha Sykes,
Indianapolis, IN; Ruth R. Patter-
son, Philadelphia, PA

"Sure our church is reaching out - about as far
from here as we can get!"

from The Joyful Noiselelter
1992 Ed Koehler

Reprinted with permis~ion
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"'Blanche Brown, devoted
•••••• --_ •• __ •• __ •••• member of United Christian

ForWholJl the Church, Jackson, MS - died
unexpectedly August 18, 1992.

Bells Toll: She leaves to mourn her loss a
1II:iI: ••••• ~~~mlllllll•••••• :IIIII husband- E. L. Brown- a retired

public school teacher who pio-
neered in the field of vocational
education in Jackson. The
Browns have been lay leaders in
the maintenance of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) wit-
ness in Jackson, MS.

Whom God Has Called

Eunice Dickson, member of
the Warren Avenue
Christian Church, Dallas,

TX- died August 19, 1992 after
prolonged illness in a local
infirmary. She was a retired
school teacher, and wife of Dr.
Melvin C. Dickson, who has been
pastor of the Warren Avenue
congregation for 45 consecutive
years. Emmet 1. Dickson of
Indianapolis, IN, her brother-in-
law, was enroute to the Dallas
area and therefore able to fulfill
his brother's desire that he bring
the eulogy.

"'Mary Agnes Harris of Port
Gibson, MS- member of St.
Luke Christian Church, died
from a massive heart attatack in
August. She was the beloved
mother of Thomas Harris, one of
Mississippi's few full-time
African American Disciple
pastors. He serves in Port Gibson
and Indianola, MS. A daughter-
Ada Ruth Boyd- directs a child

Eunice was a loyal attendant and care center for the United Chris-
worker in the ministers' wives and tian Church in Jackson, MS
Christian Womens fellow-ships of I'jIiiiiii!i!iiiiiiiiliiiliiii •••••• iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii.1
the National Convention and Itt

Convocation for many years.

Besides her husband, Pastor
Melvin Dickson, she leaves to
mourn her loss three sons-
Melvin, Jr, Larry and Curtis and a
daughter, Brenda ..

"'Dr. Lester Rickman of
Columbia, MO died this sum-
mer after a long crippling ill-
ness. He had been considered a
"dean of state secretaries"- now
called regional ministers. He
served longest in Missouri.

"'Edna H. Richie of the Com-
muity Christian Church in
Fort Worth, TX- She has had a
stroke. Write her at 2209 New-
bury Dr, Arlington, TX. 76014

"'Helen Pilgrim Minor, now in
Indianapolis, IN- She has had a
stroke. Recovery is very slow.

William K. Fox, Sr. - EditorlManager
500 Mott Dr. Apt. 102-B

Raymore, MO 64083
Phone: (816) 331-7323

Published six times a year via donations
Send correspondence to:

Wm. K. Fox, Jr. - Desktop Publishing
Consultant - San Diego, CA

FIELD REPRESENT ATIVES:

National - Ernest 1. Newborn, Sr.
Indianapolis, IN

Midwest - Velva Dreese
Raymore,MO

West Coast - Cornelius and Alpha
Arnold, Enoch W. Henry

Los Angeles, CA

'" A. Dale and Betty Fiers of
Palm Beach, FL who were
spared by Hurricane Andrew- It
veered off south of Miami. while
they were in Crystal Beach, MI.

"'Thousands of other Floridians
and Louisianians who were not
so fortunate. They are suffering.

"'Brothers and Sisters like those
listed in the Christian Womens
Fellowship Prayer Calendar
who carry on quietly for the
Christian Church in many little
known places.



8

I Finding Your Roots

II Harms Cited!
JOhn Harms of Edmund,

OK- a relentless seeker
of family roots and retired
Disciples Church executive-
recently received the Howard
Goodard-Jones Memorial Award
for writing the Goodard Book-
an intensive treatment of his
wife's family which has engaged
him in genealogical research for
nearly twenty years.

The award ceremony took place
on the Malvern College campus
near Birmingham, England April
17, 1992 during a large Goodard
family celebration.

The Oldtimers' Grapevine

I ~

PERSONALITIES IN THE NEW VIDEO- THE DOOR IS OPEN-
Patricia Clark, Social Services Staff Director for NBA (at podium) and
coordinator of the special NBA Orientation Reception at the 12th
biennial session of the National Convocation Aug. 11 presents Wm. &
Reubena Fox and Edythe Grant- all of Raymore, MO and NBA Vice-
Pres. N. E.- Twitty- actors in the new NBA video lifting up opportunities
for living in NBA retirement centers and other facilities.

RETURN ADDRESS-
William K. Fox, Sr. EDITOR
500 Mott Dr. - Apt. 102-B
Raymore, MO 64083

MM:tMrs. F. Reed e
1101 Nineteenth Avenue
Nashville TN 37212 ' Sou~

111\ 1••11.1'1.1••1.1••• "'11,1 ••1.1••• 111.1,"11,,1,"11
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he Idtimers'
·:·TEACHER
SPOTLIGHTED

PAPER CALLS
RETIREE "HERO"

Every week the Philadelphia,
Pa DAILY NEWS uses a
space in its Thursday edi-

tion as "a pedestal for unsung
Philadelphia heroes." Recently
they featured Ruth R. Patterson-
a member of a prominent Afri-
can American Disciples of
Christian Church family and
one of the first field workers em-
ployed (1945.-46) by the Na-
tional Christian- Missionary
Convention of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) to
serve women's groups.The fol-
lowing commentary is based
on that feature article.

When Ruth R. Patterson was
growing up in Oklahoma it
seemed that a good education
was beyond her' reach. Her fa-
ther died when she was and the
Depression cost the family their
farm. .

Patterson curtailed her educa-
tion and worked so that her three
siblings could finish college.
But eventually she made it too
after completing a master's de-
gree she taught in Philadelphia
public schools for 29 years be-
fore retiring in 1983.

Even after retirement, Patterson
kept going to school as a volun-

SUSAN WINTEPS/ DAilY NEWS

Ruth R. Patterson-TeacherlHero

teer at Alaine Locke School
where she used to work.

'What's most impressive is that
she's volunteered every day for
the last nine years since she re-
tired,' says City Council
Woman Happy Fernandez, who
nominated Patterson for hero
recognition.

COlltillued Oil pare 3
"Hero"

.:. A Blessed Saint's Death

VELVA DRESSE
PASSES IN SLEEP

Raymore, MO- October 16,
1992- while in sleep, Velva
Dreese, the Good Samari-

tan of the Foxwood Springs Re-
tirement Living Center - died.
She had lived out her polar star
scripture to "bear fruit that
... should abide." (John 15: 16)
She was born 92 years ago in
Herington, KS to a humble rail-
roader's family and later resided
in Council Grove, She had an-
swered the call to do missionary
work while attending the Col-
lege of Emporia (KS). She was
oriented to the world wide mis-
sion through attendance at the
Disciples of Christ College of
Missions established in Mis-
sions Building, Indianapolis.

COlltinued Oil page 5
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~ rJfJ]SYOUR NAME HERE?The following are donors to-

date. Those with an asterisk
have made a donation in

1992.

SEND DONATIONS TODAY
if an asterisk does not appear
behind your name!

Thanks!

Mary K. Adams (KS); Cheer-
ful Alphin (MO); Cornelius/Al-
pha Arnold* (MO);
SpencerlKitty Austin* (IN);
Carnella 1. Barnes* (CA); T.
Garrett Benjamin* (IN); Char-
les/Sarah Berry (LA); Rex A.
Bicks (FL); Walter/Rebecca
Bingham (KY); Frank/Celeste
Bradley (D.C.); Raymond E.
Brown* (IN); (CA); Wal-
ter/Sue Cardwell * (IN); Eliza
H. Cave (S.c.); James T. Chan-
dler* (TN); Cavannah M.
Clark* (OK); Mattie E. Cole-
man (MO); JohnlLucile Comp-
ton* (OR); Hermena R. Crum
(S.c.); (IN); Lews/Ruth Deer
(IN); Lillian B. Dickason*
(OH); Philandria Dickerson
(TN); Robert W. Dickerson
(OH); James/Jean Dillinger
(CA); Gertude A. Dimke (IN);
Lillian B. Dixon (TN); Velva
Dreese* (MO); Lor-raine P.
Dudley (MO); Alfred/-Hen-
rietta Edwards* (IA); Paul/-Es-
ther Ehly (MO); Norma R. El-
lington- Twitty * (MO); Eliza-
beth M. Ennix* (IN); Lorenzo
J. Evans* (IN); A. Dale/Eliza-
beth Fiers* (FL); James/Judith
Frazier (KS); Dwight L.
French (PA); Mary E. Fugate
(TN); Joseph/Rebecca Gallo-

rJfJDONORS

way (VA); FrankJMayme Gar-
ner, Jr* (KY); Walter/Grace
Giffin* (AZ); Levene W. Gra-
ham (IN); Augus-ta E. Grant*
(MO); Willie E. Green (MO);
Eddie E. Griffin, (IL)*; E. L.
Griffin (MS); Geneva E. Grif-
fin (IN); RobertlKathryn Hall
(MO); Anita Hariston (OK);
KaylBob Har-mon (IN);
RusselllNancy Harrison* (IN);
David Hawkins* (IA); Melva
A. Hawkins* (TX); Oscar
Haynes* (D.C.); Enoch W.
Henry (CA); Verleska Hicks
(OH); RichardIDeloris High-
baugh* (IL); Marilyn Hill
(IN); Virgil/Cleatus Hinds*
(MO); Ruth P. Hobbs* (MS);
Amy Hohman* (MO); Char-
les/- Christine Holmes* (MO);
Rol andlKathryn Huff (FL);
ZelIa M. Hunter* (OK); Ed-
win M. Hurdle* (TX); Sa-
muellMildred Hylton, Jr;
(MO); Annette Jackson (TN);
Emily L. Jackson* (TN); Della
M. January* (OH); Thomas
Johns (MO); MaIjorie H.
Johnson (MO); Ellis/Louise
Jordan* (IL); RobtlMaise Jor-
dan (MI); ; Flo L. Kallenbach
(MO); Ralph/Esther Keller*
(MO); George/Georgia Lakes
(MO); Donald O. Legg (MO);
Rufus Lewis* (AL); ThosNir-
ginia Liggett (CA); Olive B.
Long (CA); Louise McConnell
(MO); Kathryn E. McKay
(MO); Marthetta G. McMickle
(IL); Mabel Metze (IN);
Eunice B. Miller (S.c.); Char-
les/Irene Mills (IN); Lucille
Morrison (MO); Louise
Mosley* (MO); Earl Murray
(AL); SerelMartha Myers*

(MO); Ernest/Janice Newborn,
Sr* (IN); Minelle Nowland*
(MO); Gilford/Denise Olmsted
(MO); Lester D. Palmer (IN);
HarrylFrances Parsons* (MO);
Ruth R. Patterson* (PA); Zel-
lie Peoples (IN); Orval D. Pe-
terson (MO); Helen Pilgrim-
Minor (IN); Mary Poston
(PA); Samuel F. Pugh (IN);
Thelma Pyatt (IN); EarllW
Rand * (TX); OzarklKaythryn
Range, Sr. (IN); Framklin E.
Rector (OK); Mary C.Rick-
man*(MO); JohnlHerwanna
Sayre (MO); Artie M. Scott*
(IL); Wayne/Geneve Selsor
(MO); SheldonlMiriam Shirts
(MO); HowardiMargaret Short
(MO); Naomi Sims (TX);
Lesly Smith (IL); WinniFred/
Joseph Smith* (IN); Christine
Spencer* (CA); Wm. E.lMar-
garet Starn* (MO); Betty
Stone(OH);James C.
Suggs*(MO); LeroylMartha
Sykes* (IN); KennethlWanda
Teegarden (TX); Harvey/Sy-
bel Thomas* (IL); Patricia
Thomas (IN); Deborah
Thompson (IN); Roland/Pearl
Thompson* (OH); Nor-
woodlWilma Tye (IN);
RobertiMary Watson* (MO);
John C.Updegraff* (FL);
Velma Warrick (MO);
George/Clytee Washington *
(IL); Harold/Evelyn Watkins
(MO); Mildred L. Webb* (IL);
Rosa Page Welch (MS); Woo-
drow and Mildred Whitlow
(MO); Dorothy E. Wilbert
(OH); Valeska H. Williams*
(MO).

seepage 3"
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RECENT DONORS
THANKS SO

MUCH!

*Frank/Mayme Garner, Jr.
Paducah, KY; Ralph/Esther
Kel-ler, Raymore, MO; Louise
Moseley, Columbia, MO;
Ernest/Janice Newborn, Sr Indi-
anapolis, IN; James C. Suggs,
St. Louis, MO; Eddie E. Griffin,
Delores/Richard High-baugh,
Chicago, IL; E. W. Rand.

"Hero" -from page 1

'" She's exactly the quiet, con-
sistent, loving kind of person the
Heroes column is designed to
highlight. She's a wonderful
woman"

Patterson is also an accom-
plished seamstress and is active
in The United Church of
Christ. "

Ruth says "They opened Alan
Locke in September, 1965, and
I have not withdrawn from the
school since. I retired in 1983
and I have volunteered every
year. I begin in October, to be
sure the children are really set-
tled down for work, and then I
stay through until the end of
Mayor early June. Each year
I've done that for the last nine
years .... People who come and
sit down, you notice so many of
them don't last very long. I feel
excellent so what am I going to
sit around for?

We are in a very low income
area many of our children corne
from the high-rise apartment
buildings around us. There's a

lot of need for support and help-
ing them. And the other reason
was I had gone into the remedia-
tion mathematics program in
1972, and worked only in the
reme- diation of math, children
who were in the 16th. percentile.
So I really adapted from the
math program when I retired to
corne back and help children.

Knowing that these were chil-
dren- and I don't mean to be
racist- but these were black chil-
dren, I often would say to them,
'I want you walking down the
street with dignity!' And so then
that's my reason for going back-
to help them secure better op-
portunities in life or even to in-
spire some one of them to to on
and do more than they've done.

'I became a single parent, from
when my youngest son was 4.
Both of my sons have gone to
college and they are teachers in
the Philadelphia school system.
I feel extremely happy that they
have gone on to do what they
can do for education.

I am going to continue to volun-
teer through this year. I've done
very well for 10 years. I thought
I might retire, but who knows? I
might not want to stop going to
school to help the children! The
only thing I have to say to young
people is to stay in school... stay
in school! And strive to do what-
ever they can do to improve their
lives- right on through adult-
hood."

Two of her brothers- James Rat-
ten and Charles C. Mosley-
were class-mates and athletes
with (pres) Ronald Regan at
Eureka College, Eureka, IL
Both were on the faculties of

Jarvis Christian College,
Hawkins, TX and the former
Southern Christian Institute Ed-,
wards, MS. Charles became
dean of Southern Christian In-
sti tute and later head of the
School of Education at Jackson
State University. James was sci-
ence teacher, athletic coach and
dean of men at SCI and later
taught in Philadelphia, MS
while serving as a minister in
Mississippi Disciples of Christ
congregations. "

.:. RETIREE VICTORY!!

New Horizons
LTV.I •• D•••• •

I. Menten••• T•••• titi_

V ictory is in sight in the
Philippines! Mter teach-
ing many years in a voca-

tional school Lily Concordia of
Manila will retire. She has com-
pleted oral examinations and
other requirements for receiving
her doctorate in education. Her
thesis will be printed and used as
a text book in the school where
she has been teaching for more
than a generation! At last she
will retire and do what she really
wants to do most! Lily wants to
devote her life fully to Jesus
Christ and the church! While
teaching she was also active in
the church. She served as a re-
gional worker, visited local
Christian women's fellowship
groups and conducted work-
shops and served in conven-
tions.

See HORIZONS page 4
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"NEW HORIZONS"

She is eager to visit family and
friends in the U.S.A. church. At-
tendance at a general assembly;
a biennial session of the Na-
tional Convocation; and the In-
ternational Christian Women's
Fellowship Assembly are high
on her agenda!

For many years Lily has celebra-
ted her birthday with a party to
which the entire congregation
was invited. In 1970 she reques-
ted her pastor to conduct a rede-
dication service for her. (The
writer was present for that ser-
vice.) She looks forward to hear-
ing the Master's voice say one
day, "Well done good and faith-
ful ser-vant." We look forward
to meeting you in the U.S.A.
some day, Lily! CONGRATU-
LATIONS!

*EDITOR'S NOTE: Velva
wrote this article a few days be-
fore she died. While on her mis-
sion assignment in the Philip-
pines she had become ac-
quainted with Lily Concordia,
the subject of this article. Velva
was a booster and incorporator
of the OLDTIMERS' GRAPE-
VINE. At age 92 she was an
excellent writer. She typed
everything out on an old type-
writer! She became attatched to
peopl e and they to her.
Reubena Fox and I know we
have lost a beautiful friend. She
kept our hopes alive for coming
to Foxwood Springs long before
the opportunity presented itself.
Once we were here she became
a big sister. In her last days I feel
she looked forward to death. Oc-
tober 11 Ijoined with one of our
Raymore c.c. deacons to de-

liver communion to shut-ins.
When we finally arrived at the
health center we saw the love
trail of Velma. She had already
left the Sunday morning bulletin
and special Week of Ministry
program with three of the per-
sons on our list. Meeting the
needs of people was Velva's top

PRAY FOR:

*Lenora Rolla of Fort Worth,
TX- recuperating from a stroke.

*Mable Metze, Indianapolis,
IN- recently hospitalized for a
slight stroke. Been released and
doing fairly well. *Zellie Peo-
ples, Indianapolis, IN also con-
valescing from recent hospitali-
zation.

*Lula M. Fletcher, Chicago,
IL- ailing with serious kidney
infection. (Widow oflate E. Toy
Fletcher.)

*A. Dale and Betty Fiers of
Palm Beach Shores, FL whose
daughter- Barbara Fires Joyce,
died of cancer October 10, 1992.
Barbara lived in Beaverdam,
VA with her husband- Hugh,
and three teen aged children.

RETIREMENTS &
RECOGNITIONS

M.Dickson- Dallas, TX- M-
ter 45 years of service to the
Warren Avenue Chri sti an
Church as the senior minister,
Pastor Melvin Dickson retired
November 1, 1992. The only
other congregation served by
Pastor Dickson was Louden
Avenue Christian Church,
Roanoke, VA .

W. Hannah- Indianapolis,
IN- Festivities at Faith United
Christian Church Decem-ber 3-
5, 1992 marked celebrative rec-
ognition of Dr. Hannah's
planned retirement December
31, 1992 as senior pastor. Bill
has 32 years of signal service as
a founding pastor in Cleveland,
OH and in two general church
administrative staff positions.

S. Myers- Kansas City, MO-
A "Hanging of the Greens" Ad-
vent ritual November 29, was
an occasion for Swope Park
Christian Church to dedicate a
newly rennovated rooms in
honor of Emeritus Pastor Sere
S. Myers. Myers was senior
minister at West Paseo Christian
Church 42 years before it
merged with Swope Park 13
years ago. K. David Cole is the
present senior pastor of the
Swope Park United Church.
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Blessed Death-
•••.•P.l

Her extensive ministry included
teaching, work with children
and youth in the Christian
Churches of Kansas, the church
women's CWF national pro-
gram, and seven years of service
in the Philippines. Memorial
services were held at Raymore
Christian Church October 24· at
graveside in Council Grove Oct.
25; Oct. 28 at Foxwood Springs,
Raymore and in the national of-
fice building of the denomina-
tion in Indianapolis, IN. Each
highlighted her faithfulness in
church, her work as an "angel of
:nercy" and her unfailing serv-
Ice.

Stanley Williams- Columbia,
MO- chaplain and Handbell
Choir founder and director

at Woodhaven Learning Center
from 1969 to 1989, died Sep-
tember 26, 1992. Stanley
formed the choir in 1972 and for
the next 20 years performed
with the choir in all 50 states.
As a result other groups were
formed by similar institutions.
He leaves a wife, 3 sons, a
daughter and grandchildren to
mourn his loss.

FOR WHOM THE
BELLS TOLL:

Howard E, Fowler-
Winches-ter, KY - memo-
rial services for the faithful

bi-vocational minister and pas-
tor of historic Broadway Chris-
tian Church were held Sept. 18.
He was a strong adherent for
traditional interpretations of
New Testament doctrine, Pastor
Fowler served congregations on
the West Coast for many years
before coming to Winchester.
He was skilled in finishing fur-
niture.

Robert w. Tindall- Indian-
apolis, IN- a retired Chap-
lain (COL) in the United

States Air Force and director of
chaplaincy services in the de-
nominations' department of
ministry from 1971-1981, died
September 6, 1992. He was a
member of Third Christian
Church. He leaves to mourn his
loss a wife- Mildred- many fam-
ily and friends. He performed an
exceptional on-site pastoral
ministry for chaplains all over
the world and was deeply com-
mitted to expanding the oppor-
tunities for chaplaincy service to
a diversified number of minis-
ters.

Marion Henry- Oakland,
CA- died September 24,
1992 while with imme-

diate family. She had an ex-
tended period of illness. She was
a dedicated help-mate in the
ministry of her husband- Dr.

Enoch Henry and devoted care-
taker in his illness. Marion was
a gifted seamstress. She served
a term as a gracious and success-
ful president of the Minister's
Wive's Fellowship of the Na-
tional Convocation of the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of
Christ). Left to mourn her loss is
a husband- Enoch Henry of Los
Angeles, CA- and many friends.

Helen Pilgrim-Minor- Indi-
anapolis, IN- a retired
physical education and ro-

mance language public school
teacher and short-term Disciples
of Christ missionary to Zaire,
Mrica died in her sleep October
13, 1992 after a lingering ill-
ness. While captain of her
Howard University tennis team,
she became the first black to win
the Ladies Open Tennis Cham-
pionships. Following work in
schools and the church Helen
circumnavigated the' world
twice; going to the North Pole
once and South Pole two times.
She lived in both Paris, France
and Montreal, Quebec, doing
free-lance writing and extensive
lecturing in French on a variety
of cultural subjects. She leaves
a son, Jacques Minor, a daugh-
ter, Jocelyn H. Belleholder, a
sister, Grace Pilgrim, and many
friends.



page 6 The Oldtimers' Grapevine

AGING
BRINGING JOY
TO GARNERS!

Paducah, KY- A news letter
from the Frank T. and
Mayme Gamer, Jrs (retired

minister and pastor of Clay
Street Christian Church) lifts up
the following showers of bless-
ings that have recently come
into their full lives:

*Last June returned to Bond Hill
Church in Cincinnati, OH
(where he led in its estab-
lishment) to play an impromptu
tenor saxaphone "concert with
Mike Chaney. Interim Minister
John Compton and others were
"shocked!"

*September- Frank's mother-
Lillian Bryant- elder at Bond
Hill celebrates her 88th. birth-
day.

*October 1- While getting his
blood pressure checked at the
hospital an ex ray revealed can-
cer and the need for lung sur-
gery. It was successful and
Frank is now having favorable
radiation therapy.

*FranklMayme rejoicing in pro-
gress of their young "Timothy"
Cornelius Brown- pastor of
Stuyvesant Heights Christian
Church, Brooklyn, NY. In cele-
bration of the ministers' anni-
versary, the church brought two
chartered busses to the Summit
Christian Church in Dayton,
OH- the congregation where he
had attended church and worked
with the youth while at the
United Seminary.

*Mayme is ailing but both look
forward to their Golden Mar-
riage Anniversary January 30,
1993. Frank says "If the Lord is
willing, I will play my new sax
in church again."

.:. INSPIRED BY
ASSEMBLIES

ASSOCIATION &
READING FILL

VOID

Mrs, Lillian Dixon of
Knox-ville, TN- missing
a faithful mate- informed

the Edi tor that she depends upon
reading the GRAPEVINE and
attending the National Convo-
cation biennial assembly; Gen-
eral Assembly of the Church;
and the World Convention of
Churches of Christ because" it
keeps her in touch with her
friends." When she attended her
5th World Convention which
was held in Long Beach, CA
August 5-9, the theme- "God's
Dominion From Sea to Sea"-
came to life for her in the
speeches, sermons and music.
She was moved by the "Pagent
of the Flags" represen-ting the
various nations in atten- dance;
President Harold Wat- kins' ad-
dress; Fred Craddock's bible
lectures; and Sybel Thomas'
challenging 3 hour session with
the women. Mrs. Dixon reports
that many of these events are on
tapes which can be purchased.

National· Emest J. Newbom, Sr.
Indianapolis, In

Midwest - Velva Dreese*
Raymore, Mo

West Coast - Cornelius and
Alpha Amold, Enoch W. Henry

Los Angeles, Ca
"In meritorious transition
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W e must pause and express appreciation to all of you who have enabled TIIE OLDTIMERS'
GRAPEVINE to celebrate its second birthday! Whenever senior citizens- especially

members of the Christian Chmch (Disciples ofChrist)-lIDderstand the intent and nature of the
OLDTIMERS' newsletter, they are eager to become a reader. Ninety-nine percent will make a free-
will donation to help assure its publication and distribution. Praise Godl

*Qther members of the church who are not senior citizens see an issue and have sometimes
expressed an interest. We have accepted their donations and placed them on the maiJing list. We
appreciate their interest in keeping up the doings of the older generation. However, they are not
our target reader group. At the same time, we rejoice whenever we are able to share infonnation
which expands the knowledge of the whole church. -EDITOR-

rmu ARE THE "VINE.j
*When you share yom personal
experiences with the GRAPEVlNE, you
make the senior network a reality.

*When you make a reasonable donation
at least once a year, you enable us to
publish and distribute.
You enable us to improve the product.

*When you share your copy of the
GRAPEVINE with a prospective reader
you can help expand the THE VlNE.

*WE SEEK 125 NEW DONORS IN
1993! HELP US REACH TIlE GOALI

-W.K.F. -8R.- Manager

PLEASE TEAR OFF HERE •

•

0

:+ ":':
:. ... :: ,':...... "" ...... .~,

OLDTlMERS' GRAPEVINE GOOD FAITH FORM:
(plf'ase ftIJ out and return today.) Date: ------

Ntl1IU: _

Address: _

City-Tuwn: ---'Stllu: _ Zip:. _

ENCLOSED IS MY DONATION OF: 58 510 515 __ 520 Other 5

MAKE CHECK OUT TO THE "OLDTIMERS' GRAPEVINE" "nd send to Willi"", K. Fox-
EditorlManger - 500 Mott Dr. - Apt. 102-B - Raymore, MO 64083
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What Will Y ou
Brinl?

Ina story about the
birth of Jesus called
"The Well- of the
Star" the author has a
scene where a little

boy named David is peering
through a crevice in the manger
wall. He sees richly dressed
kings doing homage before the
babe wrapped in swaddling

clothes. The shepherds, Eli,
Jacob and Tobias kneel with
heads bent and hands clasped in
an attitude of prayer.

Before them on the hard floor
lay their gifts. Eli's shepherd's
crook which once belonged to
his father. Jacob's cloak lined
with the lamb's wool. Tobias'
goat skin poach which he
fashioned to hold water. They
brought their most valuable
and useful gifts.

, :

'_I(;;,)l;;;',~;<,;;lIt!l
....::.' ,'..:, : ,'.......... . : : ,.:::..

divine. While keeping their sheep
one night they had felt a holy
presence. A message of hope and
a heavely choir were heard.
Instructions were given for
finding the manger. A spiritual
magnet had drawn theml

Christ can be drawn anew into
your life these days and in 1993-
even with our Somalia's etc. How
much of your self will you bring
to God in appreciation for the for
the rebirth of Chri~tin your life?

.. '

They had been impacted by'the -THE OLDTIMERS' STAFF-

.J.I'

. RETURN ADDRESS-

William K. Fox, Sr. EDITOR
500 Mott Dr. - Apt. l02-B
Raymore, MO 64083

MAy
Mrs. Map~ F. Reed 0
1101 Nineteenth Avenue,
Nashville TN 37212

South


