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REMEMBERING
REV. DR. WILLIAM K. FOX, SR.

"I am proud to say that my life was partly
shaped by William K. Fox, Sr., even though our
contact was not extensive. His influence was
powerful. He taught me lessons in persistence,
hope, resourcefulness, and giving everything
you have to the task".

"In 1983, Ernest Newborn and William Fox
hatched the improbable plan of raising money
for the Reconciliation Fund of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) by organizing a
bicycle ride from Indianapolis, IN, to San
Antonio, TX, some 1175 miles. Bikers would
seek financial pledges for their efforts and plan
to be in San Antonio in time for the General
Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) United States and Canada.

I had never undertaken bicycle touring but
inspired by the biking exploits of Disciples
seminary professor Keith Watkins, I signed up
and began training. I biked solo from Oak Park,
IL to Indianapolis to verify I actually may not
drag down the group. I showed up on
Monument Circle in the heart of Indianapolis,
joining a good sized group for the first leg of the
journey with Rev. Fox, the clearly experienced
leader of the pack.

"As other riders left us after a day, week, or
whatever, I continued with Bill and Ernest until
we reached Little Rock, AK., when I needed to
return home. Most of my memories of the
details have vanished into the mists of the
intervening 29 years. However I do have clear
recollection of conversations with Bill. The first
was about Ernest. I was concerned that he was
not drinking much water, nor eating generously.
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Bill assured me 'Ernest's choices were, well,
unusual, but it works for him. Don't worry about
Ernest ," so I didn't worry any more - out loud.

"Another memory is still quite vivid. It is about
dogs. We encountered several dogs. City dogs
mostly barked and stayed close to home but
country dogs would come after us. Most of them
could run faster than we could pedal. I needed
some way to cope with a snarling dog that was
rapidly gaining on me. The dignified Rev. Fox
had the solution. When the dog begins to show
interest you yell at the top of your lungs 'Hey
DOG.' This usually stops them and thy trot back
home. If it didn't work, and this part takes
courage, you stop, stand your ground and stare
the dog down. That gives the dog an opportunity
to change its mind and go back where life is
more familiar.

Most of the miles there were only three (3)
riders, Bill Fox, Ernest Newborn and yours truly.
On a blistering hot day we came upon what
seemed to be a gift from God. In the middle of
nowhere there is a watermelon stand, and the
owner was happy to slice a half of a huge
watermelon into three slices and we dove into
that cool sweetness. I prepared to take a picture
of my two companions when Bill asked the
operator to take a picture of all three. Knowing
exactly what he wanted Bill put me in the
middle, the picture was snapped and Bill gave it
the title: 'Leon teaches Ernest and Bill how to
eat watermelon.' (It is politically incorrect, I
hardly dare show that picture in public. But,
privately? I treasure it!)

"We reached Little Rock as my time ran out. I
was regretful as I boarded the plane for home.
But I was confident that, because Bill Fox was
leading the way, Bill & Ernest would surely
complete the journey to San Antonio.

"In those tedious, difficult, boring, glorious days
of the 1983 Ride for Reconciliation, William K.
Fox personified for me persistence, hope,
resourcefulness, and giving the task everything
you have. In following years I biked many
times to Assemblies, raising money for the
Reconciliation fund. Eventually I pieced
together the rightful claim that I have ridden
coast to coast. That would not have happened
had I not share the road for some hundreds of
miles with Bill Fox.

"I am grateful to God that my life path crossed
with this saint on a bicycle. Every mile in his
company was a blessing."

. Leon Riley, Indianapolis, Indiana.

March 30, 2012
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OVERHEARD

AIDS WARNING!

Senior Citizens are the Nation's Leading
Carriers of Aids

Hearing Aids
Band Aids
Rolaids

Walking Aids
Medical Aids
Government Aids

Most of all Financial Aid to children

The Oldtimers' HEALTHVINE

What causes infections?

Most cases of the common flu and cold are
caused by viruses. But bacteria can cause
infections such as strep throat, ear and sinus
infections, and some cases of pneumonia.

How are infections treated?

Antibiotics kill Bacteria but do not help with
Viruses. Bacterial infections are sometimes
treated with antibiotics. You and your doctor
will make this decision based on your health
problem and your symptoms. How do bacteria
become resistant to antibiotics?

Every time you take antibiotics, many bacteria
are killed, but some are not. Those that are not
killed are called RESISTANT bacte-
ria. Resistant bacteria can stay in your body
and may continue to grow. The more
antibiotics you take, the greater your chance of
getting resistant bacteria.

What can I do at home when I have a viral
infection?

-get plenty of rest

-drink plenty of fluids

-avoid smoke

-breathe moist air from a hot shower

-take acetaminophen (always check with your
doctor before starting any medication regimen)

All the information found in this article can be
found in the Kaiser Permanente handbook
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Disciples News Round-Up

TROY. MICHIGAN -- The Rev. Eugene W.
James, Jr. is the newly installed Regional
Minister, Michigan Region, Christian Church
Disciples of Christ) in the United State and
Canada. He is a life-long member of the
Christian Church and son of the late Rev.
Eugene W. James, Sr; brother to Rev. Dr.
Timothy M. James, Associate General Minister
and Administrative Secretary of National
Convocation, and Rev. Titus James, Wichita,
KS.

Brenda Etheridge, Detroit, MI, chair of the
Regional Minister search committee, praised
Rev. James for his skills in being the right
person for the job. Eugene has given
outstanding leadership in leading Northwestern
Christian Church, Detroit, Moderator of
Region, and President of the Michigan Black
Disciples Caucus. He has also Chaired the
Division of Overseas Ministries Board.

HAWKINS, TX -- The Administration of Jarvis
Christian College has announced it will reduce
tuition and fees by 15%, effective for the
2012-2013 academic year. In approving the
decrease, the Board of Trustees said "In
today's society students have several colleges
and universities to choose from to complete
their educational goals. The reduction will
make us more competitive in our local area,"
stated Dr. Lester Newman, College President
Jarvis is a historically Black College, founded
in 1912, is affiliated with the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). Jarvis is accredited by the
Southern Association of Colleges and schools
Commission on Colleges to award the bacca-
laureate degree.

INDIANAPOLIS, IN -- The 17th North
American Pacific/Asian Disciples Convocation
will convene August 1, 2012, at Chapman
University, Orange, CA. Online Registration Jor
the four-day conference is now available.

INDIANAPOLIS, IN -- The semi - Annual
Assembly of the National Hispanic and
Bilingual Fellowship will convene July 10,

2012, in San Antonio, TX. This assembly of
Hispanic Disciples of Christ is sponsored by the
Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic Ministries.

INDIANAPOLIS, IN -- It has been announced
by the office of the National Convocation that
Hotel Reservations at Hilton Houston North
have sold out. Alternate housing is available a
short distance away at Houston Marriott North,
255 N. Sam Houston Parkway East, Online
Registration is still available.

Dr. Timothy M. James. Administrative Secretary
of the National Convocation, credited the sell
out of reservations to the Program Planning and
the Executive Committees for developing a
challenging and inviting theme based on the
prophetic writings in the book of Habakkuk.
Another historically, enviable feature is the Faith
& Life Institute. Although Dr. Billye P. Bridges,
the recent dynamic leader/developer who
passed to her life reward in February, 2012, will
be sorely missed, but her influence will be
witnessed in the leadership of four(4) individu-
als who will share the work of planning and
implementation of education tracks for this
popular event.

Rev. Ron Degges, President of Disciples Home
Missions, declared, "Billye was instrumental in
the development of the Institute and remained
committed to the fact that a good education can
change life for the better." A fund honoring
Dr. Bridges has been established to provide
scholarships for people unable to fully afford the
tuition free. gifts should be made payable to
Disciples Home Missions Fund, P.O. Box 1986,
Indianapolis, IN.

A key speaker at the 2010 Biennial Session
was Rev. Dr. Sharon E. Watkins, General Min-
ister and President of the Christian Church
for the theme "Saved to Serve. Live All Out!"
Dr. Watkins declared this to be an excellent
theme for Disciples of Christ.. "We are a
movement for wholeness in a fragmented
world. What is wholeness? Wholeness is Unity.
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God bless

Should financial wealth give power to those who
are seeking to make the prediction of President
Lincoln a reality?" Do you support the logo on
our currency "IN GOD WE TRUST" or is this-
just"a dream which is destined to become a

ATTENTION! ATTENTION!

The Oldtimers' Grapevine (OTG) is excited to
announce the availability of a new Leadership
Training program introduced in early March at
the 107th anniversary of Centennial Christian
Church, St. Louis, MO. The Institute title "Rev.
Dr. Fox Leadership Institute" was spearheaded
by Rev. Derrick L. Perkins, Sr., pastor in
memory of the founding publisher of The
OTG Newsletter. The Institute was structured
by Dr. Norma Ellington Twitty and Patricia
Clark, who were mentored by Dr. Fox.

In the initial session, Rev. Perkins said "It is
with great joy that Centennial names this Insti-
tute to keep Dr. Fox's legacy and the tenets that
he displayed alive and before us, as we seek to
empower, transform, and train church leaders
of all denominations today and tomorrow. Look
for more information in the July-September Is-
sue of the OTG.

Dr. Norma Ellington Twitty,

Board of Directors Chairwoman

SOUTH CAROLINA REGION WINS
PRO-RECONCILATION AWARD

The John Gillison Award for Racial Healing has
been awarded to the Region of South Carolina.
The award acknowledges extraordinary
leadership and service toward Racial Healing in
the state. Gillison, an elder in the African
Methodist Episcopal Church, was the first
African American president of the South
Carolina Christian Action Council and the first
African American president of an integrated
body in South Carolina.

During the panel discussion of their work, the
South Carolina Disciples of Christ, the Rev.
Sotello V. Long, Regional Pastor, shared their
views on racial healing and informed the group
that the church has come a long way in the past
SOyears. However, in spite of the progress
there continues to be much more work along
the journey towards realizing the goal of
becoming a "pro-reconciling anti-racial" church.

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in
South Carolina in 2004 decided to intentionally
begin to do ministry jointly by birthing the South
Carolina Regional Conference. This event
marked the unity of the 12Sth Regional
Assembly (predominantly white) and the 13Sth

South Carolina State Convention
(predominantly Black) "Disciples" churches.

In October 2012 the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in South Carolina will
celebrate a Regional Conference that honors
the its dual racial history. The State Convenlion
will be laid to rest and a humbling
transformation in the working of the assembly
churches will be lifted up.

Courtesy of the Disciples News Service
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Compassion Corner
by Jimmy Mohler

Sustainable Sanctuary

When we prayerfully discern the ways God
calls us to be compassionate, we have
difficulty selecting from the many needs for
donating our time and talent and treasure.
Hunger ranks right up there as a human need,
and millions (even in the USA!) do not have
adequate and proper nutrition. What about
housing? Victims of war and disaster know
how life-threatening it is not to have shelter.
Should adequate housing for all God's
children be our compassionate cause?

Carol Meyer, Executive Director of Sustain-
able Sanctuary, makes the case that we must
care first for Mother Earth. Without that care,
life as we know it cannot be sustained. There
won't be people in need of food and shelter,
because there won't be people! God equips
us, of course, to address more than one
earthly need through our stewardship. I hope
you will join me in making stewardship of
God's creation one of your compassionate
cause choices. It allows us to help God's
children for generations to come. I like a
statement attributed to Oren Lyons, chief of
the Onondaga Nation: "We are looking
ahead, as is one of the first mandates given
us as chiefs, to make sure and to make every
decision that we make relate to the welfare
and well-being of the seventh generation to
come ... "

Let us look ahead together, OTG readers,
practicing (or continuing to practice!) some of
the following Sustainable Sanctuary recom-
mendations for our homes and our churches:

• Energy efficiency/conservation

• Waste reduction and recycling

• Greening our grounds

• Sustainable events - from weddings to
pot-luck dinners

Learn more at www.sustainablesancturary.org
or call Carol at 913-677-8672.
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Dear Friends,

As I write these notes for our readers I pray that
you enjoy them with the same enthusiasm I
have reporting them. As we begin I share that
this heated political campaign led by the Tea
Party has created fear in my thoughts of where
our country is headed. This fear increased
when several millionaires became staunch
supporters.

Meanwhile, there has become a distinct division
between the two political parties and this has
led to shocking action in the halls of Congress.
The country is politically engaged in a war of
evil against good. In my humble opinion, goals
of the Tea Party will lead this Nation toward
these following prophesys becoming a reality.

In researching the histories of U.S. Presidents
for a feature story I discovered this prediction by
(Rep). President Abraham Lincoln, November
21, 1864. "I see in the near future a crisis ap-
proaching that unnerves me and causes me to
tremble for the safety of my country .
Corporations hav.e been enthroned and an era
of corruption in high places will follow, and the
money power of the country will endeavor to
prolong its reign by working upon the prejudices
of the people until all wealth is aggregated in a
few hands. And the Republic is destroyed."

My fear increased as I recalled this comment by
the Rev. Sharon E. Watkins, General Minister &
President of The Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). Dr. Watkins declared, ''''We are Disci-
ples of Christ, Disciples of Jesus Christ, a
movement for wholeness in a fragmented
world."

I have been in awe as I think of these profound
statements by President Lincoln 148 years ago
and Dr. Watkins, 146 years later. Two of the Na-
tion's top political and religious leaders. As we
ponder over these statements and what we are
experiencing daily in this great country, all
Americans should be in prayer, especially as to
whom is most trustworthy in the leadership of
the United States of America.

This Nation has truly been experiencing the im-
pact of these predictions over the last three(3)
years. There is apparently a well designed plan
to take over this Republic by a crafty, wealthy
group and the exposure came with the election
of President Barak Obama which triggered the
action of the Tea Party. My assumption is that
the election of President Obama created fear in
participants of this well planned scheme and
forced them to unleash their attack earlier than
planned.

My assumption is based on the announcements
of President Lincoln just four (4) months short of
148 years ago and Rev. Dr. Watkins, 146 years
later. The first prediction from our top political
leader and the latter from a key female religious
leader. I am neither a politician nor notable
religious leader but then you do not need to be
a rocket scientist to agree with the logic in my
assumptions.

I have been an ardent follower of both the Bible
and Politics my adult life and never experienced
the unbelievable actions in Congress against
the president as has been these last three (3)
years. His election faced strong opposition but
he was swept into office by a strong first time
youth vote, and voters who envisioned an
honest, qualified political leader with an exciting
platform which promised all Americans a future.
As you reach the polls ask yourself this question
"will the logo on our currency 'IN GOD WE
TRUST' become everlasting or will it become a
nightmare?

Until the next issue,

Be blessed
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THE POET'S CORNER

COLOR ME WITH LOVE

My poetry isn't Black!
My poetry isn't White!

It's no particular color
but for people, through God's eyes

seen all alike.
There are poor of every color

in all the land;
color never held a monopoly

on feelings
in pertaining to any man.

All pain is painful,
and all tears look the same

and whenever I hear laught~r
its sound is happy

whomever from it came.
My soul never thought of

black words or white
though I know there's many differences

and prejudices to fight;
but somehow my pen flows free

for this is the way
God gives words to me.

Blood is the soul of all humankind'
the life of all flesh '

in Black and White you'll find
I'll paint this world with words

gathered from above -
They're splattered all around me

singing ... "Color Me With Love."

May Reed

Reader' s Comments Comer

Dear Newsletter Staff,

Sure wish this gift could be more. The staff is
doing a magnificent job. Our thanks to you.

Robbie & Louada Chisholm
15202 Hyde Park Dr., Silver Spring, MD

Dear Staff,

I thank each of you for making possible The
Grapevine. As I "grow older" I recognize many
of the people profiled in your publication. The
latest issue has my mentor of 18 years at Na-
t~onal City Christian Church. I am enclosing the
flrs~ of s~veral gifts I will supply various organi-
zations In memory of Dr. William Howland, Jr.
Several of my friends submit articles to the
Grapevine: Jimmy Mohler, Duane Cummins,
Ellen Crowder, Ernest Newborn and of course
dear Oscar Haynes. May God continue to favor
your good works.

Lon Schreiber, Ashburn, VA

Dear Oldtimers' Grapevine Staff,

Reconciliation Ministry is very grateful to receive
your generous gift to our annual fund (Bike Ride
to General Assembly) of $400.00. Thank you for
all you do to keep us connected. I pray God's
continued blessings upon you.

Rev. April Johnson,
Reconciliation Ministry Pastor, Indianapolis, IN
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FOR WHOM THE BELLS TOLL

WASHINGTON, DC -- Celebration of Life
Services for Sylvia Blackwell Miller were held
at Twelfth Street Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) April 4.2012, the Rev. Dr. Paul H.
Saddler, Officiating.

Sylvia was born, February 10, 1933, to the late
George Blackwell and the late Rosa A.
Jennings. She joined Twelfth Street Church at
the age of nine (9).

Sylvia was the second of three generations of
native Washingtonians born at Freedmen's
Hospital, now Howard University Hospital. She
peacefully departed this life March 29, 2012
surrounded by family at Holy Cross Hospital.
She often shared her memories of riding her
bike through her Georgetown neighborhood
and attendance at Stevens Elementary School.
She is a graduate of the prestigious Dunbar
Senior High School. Following graduation she
entered West Virginia State College (now Uni-
versity) where she met the love of her life,
Vandy L. Miller (Col. Ret.).

Vandy and Sylvia's 59 years of marriage
produced a warm and loving family of three
children, Kerwin, Karen and Karmen; four
grandchildren, Markia, LaShawn, Phillip and
Vandy; and three great-grandchildren, Mazaani,
Mai'Sara. and Munirah.Sylvia's commitment
and dedication to family and her endeavors
leave fine examples of True Christian Love;
Warm Heart, and Rich Laugh.

Sylvia's love for the Lord was also paramount in
her life. She was a devoted servant of Christian
discipleship for more than 60 years at Twelfth
Street. Her participation included assisting
children with making and understanding the
meaning of prayer cloths, serving as an Usher,
Deaconess, Financial Secretary, or Flower Club
member. Sylvia loved people and friends could
always count on receiving a "thinking
of you" item that she picked up from her
economical shopping trips to Rose's and the
Dollar Store.

As the devoted wife of Vandy, Sylvia traveled
the world, both enjoying and imparting joy in
Italy, Germany, France, Switzerland,
Austria, Belgium, Mexico, the Caribbean and
the United States. Her busy life also included a
teaching career in Montgomery County, MD.
Upon receiving her Bachelor of Science Degree
in Elementary Education from Maryland
University at College Park, her productive life
included a fruitful and dedicated career in
education.

DECATUR, ILL -- The Rev. Dr. C. William
Nichols, former Interim General Minister and
President of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) died April 21 following a lengthy illness.
Funeral services were held at Central Christian
Church, a congregation in Decatur which
he had served from 1973 until 1991 , when he
was called to Indianapolis for the position of
Interim GMP.
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FOR WHOM THE BELLS TOLL

Dr. Nichols was well known for his abilities in
preaching and storytelling. He will be
remembered for his gentle presence and his
healing leadership during periods of unrest in
the Disciples' history.

Nichols also served an interim senior pastor of
National City Christian Church, Washington,
DC. When the Disciples Men began their
Sessions in the 70's, Dr Nichols was a member
of the first Sessions Planning Committee which
selected President Jimmy Carter ( he was Gov-
ernor of Georgian at the time) as speaker. In
the beginning these events were held every
four years Purdue University.

Rev. Nichols also served on the Division of
Overseas Ministries Board, Disciples Home
Land Missions Board, (Now Home Missions),
Council on Christian Unity, Church Extension,
Higher Education, National Benevolent
Association, Colorado Christian Home, Kansas
Christian Home, National Council of Churches
and Disciples Historical Society.

This prominent 84-year-old Church leader is
survived by his wife of 63 years, Claudine, and
their children David and Claudia, seven
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.
The family requests that in lieu of flowers, me-
morial gifts be made to; Christian Church
Foundation, C. William and Claudine Nichols
Fund, P.O. Box 1986, Indianapolis, IN 46206-
1986; Central Christian Church, 650 W.
William, Decatur, IL, 62522; or Baby Talk, 500
East Lake Shore Drive, Decatur, IL, 62521.

DISCIPLES HISTORIAN VISITS REGION

The Dr. D. Duane Cummins.
Distinguished Historian,
Author and Educator, was
speaker at First Christian
Church, Baltimore, MD on
Sunday, May 6th, 2012.
His engagement in the
Christian Church- Capital
Area Region, was included
in a series of appearances
relating to his new book on the. history of the
Disciples Move-ment entitled "Disorderly
Origins.

Dr. Cummins is the author of 15 books and
numerous articles. His most recent publication
was the bicentennial history of Disciples, The
Disciples: A Struggle for Reformation, released
in July, 2009 by Chalice Press. He is currently
researching and writing the 175th anniversary
history of Bethany College, Bethany, W VA He
has been Visiting Scholar in History at Johns
Hopkins University teaching advanced courses
in history to graduate students.

A native of Nebraska, Dr. Cummins earned the
B.A. degree from Phillips University, where he
was president of the student body, a member of
Blue Key and Who's Who Among Students in
College and Universities, later serving as
president of the Alumni Association. He earned
the M.A. from the University of Denver and the
PhD. from the University of Oklahoma. He was
awarded three honorary doctorates - the LL.D.
from William Woods College, the H.H.D. from
Phillips University, and a Litt.D. from Chapman
University.

Dr. Cummins has been widely recognized for
his churchmanship and served with several
boards, including the Oldtimers' Grapevine
Publication.
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The Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr. returns

'Back to the Future'

GREENSBURG, PA -- The Rev. Dr. Jack Sulli-
van, Jr., has come back. Back to regional minis-
try, that is, after coming home to Ohio from an
eight-year stint as Regional Minister and Presi-
dent of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in the Pacific Northwest.

Dr. Sullivan returned to his Cleveland, OH,
birthplace in 2007 to assume the pastorate of
Fifth Christian Church. In August 2011 he re-
ceived a unanimous call to serve as Regional
Minister and President of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in Pennsylvania. He offi-
cially began the new post Oct. 1, 2011 .

Sullivan's return to regional ministry culminates
a 29-year ministerial career that began in 1983
at Hill Street Christian Church in Louisville, KY.
He then served as pastor of Second Christian
Church, Jefferson City, MO, and as a part-time
associate regional minister with the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Mid-America. He
later was called as associate for African Ameri-
can Educational Ministries by the Disciples'
Division of Homeland Ministries (now Disciples
Home Missions), in Indianapolis, IN.

Feeling a call to congregational ministry, he
then served as senior pastor of United Christian
Church, Detroit, MI, before accepting a call to
lead the Pacific Northwest Region.

The Ohio native earned a bachelor's of science
degree in interpersonal communication from
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Ohio University, Athens, OH. He earned a mas-
ter of divinity degree from Lexington (KY) Theo-
logical Seminary, and a doctorate of ministry
from United Theological Seminary in Dayton,
OH.

An innovative pastor and gifted administrator,
Dr. Sullivan is known for his commitments to
congregational transformation, spirituality, social
-justice, evangelism, anti-racism, and interracial
partnerships. In 2006, Dr. Sullivan delivered an
address, "Overcoming Chaotic Compartmental-
ism: Building New Communities of Diversity with
Integrity among Progressives," during the na-
tional Sacred Activism Conference held in Seat-
tle.

In November he will keynote the Pennsylvania
Region's School for Congregational Leaders in
State College. In addition, Dr. Sullivan will
deliver the baccalaureate sermon during 2013
Commencement ceremonies at Bethany
College, Bethany, WV.

A published author, he has contributed to
several books, including Out of Mighty Waters:
Sermons of African American Disciples (Chalice
Press, 1994) and Black Religion after the Million
Man March (Orbis Books, 1998). Dr. Sullivan
also wrote an article entitled, "What Black
Churches Can Teach White Churches," pub-
lished in the July/August 2006 issue of Disciples
World Magazine. He is completing his first book
of sermons, with a targeted release date of fall
2012.

Dr. Sullivan is currently president of the North-
eastern Inter-Regional Fellowship (NIRF); the
National Convocation's Black Ministers' Fellow-
ship; and Disciples Justice Action Network
(DJAN). He is a member of the College of Re-
gional Ministers, and represents the group on
the newly formed Justice Table - convened by
the Office of General Minister and President. He
also belongs to the Alumni Council of Lexington

Theological Seminary where he delivered the
commencement address in 2004.

Dr. Sullivan sits on the governing boards of the
Christian Associates of Southwest Pennsyl-
vania, and the Pennsylvania Council of
Churches. Other civic/social commitments in-
clude NAACP, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.,
the National Action Network, and the Lions
Club International. In addition, he recently at-
tended the 2012 Democratic National Conven-
tion in Charlotte, NC.

Dr. Sullivan is married to the Rev. Sekinah
Hamlin of Greensboro, NC, a -Bennett College
alumnus with master's degrees from Howard
and Duke Universities. She recently served as
Pastor-Developer of Messiah Community
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Winston-
Salem, NC, and as Campus Pastor for Saint
James Presbyterian Church in Greensboro.

Dr. Sullivan is father of two future leaders, Nia,
a sophomore at California University of Penn-
sylvania, and Jacquelyn (Jackie), a 9th grade
honors student.

Clifford Willis

Disciples Rich History DVD Available

The Oldtimers' Grapevine Newsletter recently
learned that GWD Ministries, a unit of Green-
wood Cemetery in Nashville, TN, has available
a new DVD on "The Journey from National
Christian Missionary Convention to National
Convocation.

This DVD pictorially reveals the steps and
persons involved and the Historical Society. It
was developed by May Reed, former staff and
Sara Harwell, Society VP. These DVDs may
be purchased ($10) from GWD Ministries,
Convocation DVD, 1428 Elm Hill Pike,
Nashville, TN 37210.
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OVERHEARD

An 85-year-old couple, married for 60 years,
died in a car crash and had gone to Heaven.
They were in good health due to health food
and exercise. After entering heaven Peter took
them on a tour beginning with a beautiful
kitchen, and master bath suite with jacuzzi. The
old man asked, how much will this cost? "It's
free," replied Peter, "this is Heaven"

They next saw this championship golf course
and golfing everyday. What are the fees he
asked Peter, who replied. "fees are free, this is
heaven." They next visited the club house when
a lavish buffet was being set up. 'How much to
eat" asked the old man? Peter tersely
responded, "Don't you understand yet?
This is Heaven, it is free!"

"Well where are the low fat and low cholesterol
tables" the old man timidly asked. Peter replied,
"That is the best part ...you eat as much as you
like and never get fat or sick. This is Heaven."
With this the old man went into a fit of anger,
stomping on his hat! Peter and his wife tried to
calm him and asked what is wrong?

The old man looked at his wife and said, "This
is all your fault! If it weren't for your blasted bran
muffins, I could have been here ten years ago!"

The Oldtimers' HEALTHVINE

SHINGLES

Shingles is a skin rash caused by a nerve and
skin inflammation from the same virus
that caused chicken pox. After a person had
chicken pox, this virus lives dormant in
the nervous system and is never fully cleared
from the body. Under certain circumstances,
like stress, cancer, or chemotherapy, the virus
reactivates and causes shingles. Shingles
usually occurs after the age of 60, but anyone
who has had chicken pox is at risk. Over
1,000,000 cases of shingles occurs each year
in the U.S. Since shingles is caused by the
same virus that causes chicken pox it can
actually be spread to people who have not had
chicken pox. Shingles may cause pain that can
continue after the rash disappears.

What is the treatment for shingles?

There are several effective treatments for
shingles. Drugs that fight viruses (antivirals),
can reduce the severity and the duration of the
rash. If started early (within 72 hours of the
appearance of the rash). Pain medications may
also be needed for symptom control. Non-
steroidal anti-inflammatory medications may
also be used for pain management with
shingles. The area involved should be kept
clean. The involved area should be kept clean
with soap and water. You may also use anti-
itching lotions such as calamine lotion. You can
also use meds to dry up the blisters such as
Domeboro or Burow.

Kim Atwater, (Head operating room nurse, Kaiser Per-
manente)
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DISCIPLES MEN SESSIONS 2012

The Sessions 2012 of Disciples Men (and some
women) was held at Bethany College in
Bethany, West Virginia on July 13-15, 2012.

Approximately 250 men from all around the
country attended. The weekend provided a
combination of mission projects and program
workshops.

The men worked on installing a prayer labyrinth
and benches at the Campbell Mansion under
the direction of Randal Dawson and Dave
Freeman. Bob Dobbins headed up a team
building benches for the labyrinth. Freeman
Wickham led a crew preparing and painting
windows at the Bethany Memorial Church.

A Friday evening tailgate pig roast was followed
by spiritual songs performed in the gym. Every-
one participated in communion outside on the
football field in perfect weather. Saturday
activities included mission projects or atten-
dance at one to two workshops from among the
numerous programs offered.

During the business meeting the men voted for
the first time to bestow Oscar Haynes with an
honorary life time membership. He gave a
speech providing some of the rich history of the
Disciples Men and the impressive key note
speakers at Sessions including Jimmy Carter,
who was later elected President of the United
States. The men also voted to have a separate
but coordinated event in 2014 with the Disciples
Women in Atlanta, GA. They also voted to
affirm the recommendation to hold the next I
Sessions event in 2016 in California.

Saturday's keynote speaker Derek Maul spoke
from materials in his just published work "10
Life Charged Words - Real Faith for Men". He
interspersed scriptures, inspiring pictures, some
hardy shouting, prayer and songs in his presen-

tation. He followed introductions of the Session
Leaders and Disciples of Christ General Minis-
ter and President Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins.

Rev. Watkins directed the Laying of the last
prayer and brick in the labyrinth. She shared
how she had walked the labyrinth at Chartres,
France and at New Harmony, IN. Her prayer
included how on the day in 2005, when she in-
terviewed by the Administrative Committee for
the position of GMP, "my soul was calmed by
walking the labyrinth at St. Luke United Method-
ist Church in Indianapolis. Here is a link to a
video of my remarks at the dedication of the
Campbell labyrinth at Bethany. It's both a re-
flection on some of what the labyrinth means
and also what it's like to be part of the Disciples
of Christ family,"

Hearing 250 men belting out songs, shouting
praise to the Lord and praying in small groups
was an inspiration. It was amazing to see the
men so moved by the experience. It was truly
an inspirational weekend.

Elder James Vollmer,
United Christian Parish, Reston, VA
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22nd National Convocation-Houston, TX

One of the highlights for the summer of 2012
was the National Convocation 22nd Biennial
Session held in Houston, TX. (July 26-29) Rev.
Marilyn S. Fiddmont, Vice President of Christian
Church Foundation served as the Local
Arrangements Committee chairperson.
Fiddmont reported that Disciples throughout
Texas helped in a variety of capacities to make
the session a success. Focused on the
theme, "... Yet, I will Rejoice", nearly six hun-
dred were in attendance in the worship ser-
vices.

A pre-Convocation Historic bus tour was coordi-
nated by the Local Arrangements Committee.
Betty Jo Brown and other members of Univer-
sity Christian Church, Houston, served as tour
guides. Participants were able to visit the
updated Buffalo Soldiers Museum, Project Row
House, the cobblestone street of Freedman's
Town, Texas Southern University Library the
Hartman and Barbara Jordan collections and
other historic sites in the African American com-
munity of Houston. The tour included a box
lunch from one of the popular black owned
restaurants in Houston.
"Camp Convocation", the children's ministry
program was directed by Patrice Virgil, Bonnie
View Christian Church, Dallas, Rev. Tammy
Fincher, Tree of Life Christian Church, Tomball,
Texas and Patricia Law, University CC,
Houston. The children had a field trip to the
Children's Museum of Houston and enjoyed a
lunch sponsored by First Christian Church,
Houston.

The youngsters also delved into a day-long
study of Daniel and what it means to remain
faithful in the midst of conflict and oppression.
As part of their service project, they collected
school supplies for Yellowstone Academy of

Houston. A faith-based institution, the
Academy provides outstanding programming in
one of the lowest economic communities of
Houston. The children also made picture
frames and prayer boxes that were sent to
special friends of National Convocation.

Fiddmont noted that one of the best parts of the
months of planning was getting better ac-
quainted with clergy and members from congre-
gations in Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston, Austin,
Beaumont, and other parts of Texas.
"Everyone focused on what we could do to
make participants feel welcome, comfortable,
and that it was worth the time and effort to
come to Houston. Whatever talents and re-
sources were needed, we found them. It was a
great spirit of cooperation and community"

Rev. Marilyn Fiddmont,
Chair Local Arrangements Committee
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Communicate Truth

The ability to communicate verbally and
in writing is what sets humans apart from lower
species. But what we communicate determines
how civilized we are. There are all kinds of in-
formation disseminated in all kinds of ways:
face to face, phone, broadcast news, social
media and newspapers. We hope that the
information passed on is truthful.

Truth strangely enough has become a
fungible entity. Look no further than our current
political campaigns. I am making no political
statement here, but I do call forth the partial and
contextual truths not to mention untruths
propagated by both parties in the interest of
winning at all costs. The misspeaks and
stammers by politicians in their speeches most
certainly are the result of their trying to
remember the "truths" that their handlers have
constructed and coached. I would remind them
and us what Mark Twain said, "if you always tell
the truth, you never have to remember any-
thing".

Broadcast media often fail to bet their
stories in order to be first with breaking news.
Electronic and social media may be the most
dangerous perpetrators and propagators of un-
truth, and the unedited misstatements of fact
circulate with the speed of light. At least print
media has the opportunity and hopefully lets
cooler heads prevail in fact checking, editing
and getting the story right. There is still a place
for newspapers and newsletters to tell the
stories as completely and truthfully as possible.

Another thing about the truth is that it promotes
credibility and respect in communication. This
is critical to trust in interpersonal as well as

international relations. Peace comes from
respect. Truth also encourages empathy, and
empathy requires listening which permits under-
standing and advances loves which is the
ultimate relationship.

Communication, truth, listening, empathy
and love, but the greatest of these is love!

The Rev. Lloyd W. Kinzer
Parish Associate
United Christian Parish, Reston, VA
Guest Editorial
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Disciples News Round-Up
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA-- Rev. beyond Racism Together Committee.
Thomas R. Jewel, Regional Pastor, has Disciples News Service
announced his retirement effective December
2012, after nearly 20 years in this responsible
position. In reporting his retirement, he said,
"The years I have spent as Oklahoma Regional
Pastor have been some of the most exciting and
challenging years in ministry. Working with
congregations and pastors to grow and
strengthen the Church of Jesus Christ has been
most rewarding. The hundreds of Disciples that I
have met along the way have shared with me a
depth of commitment that is exemplary.
Smilingly, he added, "The love shared so
graciously with me, Kay, and our family has
been a blessing. We have come to love
Oklahoma as our home and plan to continue to
reside here." A celebration of his work is set at
Southern Hills Christian Church in Edmond
Okla. Disciples News Service '

NORTHEASTERN REGION, BROOKLYN, NY -
- Rev. Mary Anne Glover, who has served as
transitional regional minister since 2008, was
unanimously elected regional minister last
December and will be installed new regional
minister on September 15, 2012. Rev. Glover
said, "the region is in "re-information", a new
region start. This region has been on a journey
of transition for 25 years. An ordained minister
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Rev.
Glover has served in congregations in
Indianapolis, Minneapolis, and Louisville, KY.
She was also associate pastor in Ohio. Rev.
Glover holds a B: S. degree from East Carolina
University, an M. Div. from Lexington
Theological Seminary, and the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) representative to the
Ecumenical Institute Bossey in 1991. Mary Anne
has been vice president of the Black Ministers
Fellowship, Common Global Ministries Board
and Church Women Staff Fellowship. She is ~
former member of the Council on Christianity,
and Disciples representative on the United
Church of Christ Executive Council, Church
Women United National Board, and co-chaired
the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches

WASHINGTON, DC -- The steering committee
of Christian Churches Together in the USA
(CCT) has appointed the Rev. Carlos L. Malave
as Executive Director, as of June 21,
2012. CCT is a national organization that
brings together churches from all the Christian
traditions in the US. He is former Associate for
Ecumenical Relations for the Presbyterian
Church (USA). He has served in pastoral
ministry in California and Puerto Rico. He holds
a Master of Arts from Loma Linda University
and a Bachelor of Arts in religion from
University of Antilles.

Rev. Malave noted that one of the most
important challenges for CCT is to seek deeper
relationship with churches of the African
American and Evangelical traditions. In plans
for an April 2013 event that will celebrate the
50th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr's
"Letter from Birmingham Jail." CCT is preparing
a formal response to that historic letter.

CCT's next annual meeting, to be held early
next year in Austin, TX, will focus on the human
realities, legal implications and challenges of
immigration in the US. The focus builds on
previous meetings devoted to the topics of
poverty, evangelism, and racism.

Created in 2001, CCT is a forum of more than
35 churches and Christian organizations that
encompasses the broad diversity of Christianity
in the US. The members are organized into five
"families" -- Catholic, Evangelical/Pentecostal,
Historic Black, Historic Protestant, and Ortho-
dox. Rev. Carlos L. Malave, Executive Director
PO Box 24188, Indianapolis, IN 46224-0188. '
Email: CCTintheUSA@gmail.com
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